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9¢ has become customary, for the families of the Chosson & Kallah - based on the Rebhe's
we;/;ﬁnﬂ foractice ~ to share interesting Chassidhc fﬂm@ memento with their quests,
Included arve: Several stories pe:ﬂfﬂini@ to the Chosson 3'ﬂmmé[afﬁe;ﬂ; Related material on R’
Moshe Rubin, and that of F{/éa@ (where the Kallah grew up).
For the benefit of the E@/is#sﬂméﬂy ﬂuéﬁ‘c ~ The méyec,uenf section of the memento is a unique
{ynopj'ﬁ' of the Troy Wikyah and its ﬁij‘fozy, and more,
Thank you for sﬁarinj in our Simcha!
Cohen & Rubin famiﬁey
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By the Grace of G-d
BI‘OOlim, H. YO

Greeting and Blessing:

In reply to your notification of the

g:;- of your wedding to take place with G-d's
Py

I send you herewith my prayerful wishes
that it take place in a happy and auspicious
hour, and that you build an everlasting Jewish
home based on the foundations of the Torah
and Mitzvohs, as they are illuminated with
the inner light of the Torah, that is the
Teachings of Chassidus,

With blessing of
Mazaltov Mazaltov ™.
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RABBI 1. SCHNEERSOHN
OF LUBAWITZ

770 EASTERN PARKWAY
BROOKLYN, N. Y.

CoPY

SLOCUM 6-2819

Hone 4. ¥, Warren,
Chief, Viem Division,

Stete Departmenti,
Washington, Ds Cs

Dear Mrs Warren:

I beg to mesure you herewith that I psnonany know each one of the students eomunmerated

RO prwaor L

wRYIIRSIY

april 20, 1941,

below, who are at present in Japan, o/c¢ Ji

1+ Hendel, Icchok

2+ Wajnberg, Josef

3+ Tenentaum; Josef Mondel
4. Grynglas; Mendel Wolf

5. Gerlicki, Moszek Eljass
8+ Lederhendler, Szml Hosze
7s Gorfinkel, Abranm Isak

11. Borensstajns Josef
12+ Fader, Mojnze

13+ Kotlarski, Heraz Joaef
14+ Hochlerer, Szloma

15 Kramer, Lajdh

16+ Bromsxtajn, Ssyja

17, Rabinewlex, Pejeach
18+ Rajesyk, Szmul Dawld
19. lurje, Morduch

s Aad

becaues they are divinity

I know each one of the above mentioned studon’tl from persondl gontest with them

y Kobsy dting thelr Uniled States visas:
20+ Preger, Nechim

81, Portowles, Josek

22+ Rubing Mowsza

23e Chanowiocz, Jerszon

24+ Fuksg " Samile Hirsg

25« Props; Chaim Lejbuss
26+ Rubin, Hirss

27+ Rosenberg, Israsl Dawid
28+ Ligy Elja Mosse

29 Felman, Atersham Hersg
30: Goldman, Shymon

81. Brayski, Modka Majer
32. Deren, Chadckel

33+ Sapooinskl, Mowsze

34, Blatt, Pinchug Merdohni
35 Baltor, Jonas

38+ 2ak, Chaim Horsz

87+ Chanowiez, Szmula

38¢ Chanowicyr, Iovrasl

Buropes

3 knov them to be intensely ro!.lgicus, whose sole ocoupatisy is the siudy

) 1 Colleges "Tomoke Tmimin" in

of the Telmud in preparatien for the orthodox miniatry of the Jewish religion.

They have never engaged im eny poliiical activity whatscever, ner do they intend to,
end their sole aim in seeking admissian to the United States is to De able to conmtimme
their religious studies in peace in the "Tomohe Tmimim™ College wunder my supsrvision
heres 1 am absolutely sure that their ideas are in full acoord with the Consitution
of the United Stetes; and I can fully guarsmbee that thay will emgsge in mo activity
whatscever that gy be inimical or detrimertal 4o the inderesis of our govermment.

Very truly yours,

Rabbi Joseph X. Schneersohn

RIs/md
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The Menorah’s Measurement Mystery

Rabbi Yisroel Rubin

The Mishna (Menachos 88a) lists specific uses for each of the Bais Hamikdash’s
Seven measuring cups, stating that the “Half a Lug”
(7 ounces, double of our Kiddush cup size) was used to measure the Sotah water, and

oil for the Korban Todah offering.

The Gemara then relates that R. Yehuda Hanasi sat and questioned: “Isn’t the Sotah
water already sanctified by the Kiyor? And a Korban Toda is sanctified later with the
sacrifice!”

Rebbe’s son R. Shimon answered him: “The Chazi lug was used to measure the oil
for each Menorah light.”

Rebbe then praised him: “You are the Light of Israel! Thus it was!”

Question: Why didn’t Rebbe, editor of the Mishna, correct this glaring omission, and
state that the Chazi Lug was used to light the Menorah, a continous daily service
more common than the weekday Todah, and certainly more frequent than an
isolated Sotah case?

Tosfos’ unanswered question implies that the Menorah oil didn’t need an external
measuring cup, for the Menorah’s cup itself measured exactly half a lug (enough to
burn through the longest winter night and adjusted by the wick thickness for shorter
nights).

This study suggests that this Measuring Cup represents the source of a unique
situation that R. Y. Hanasi taught here in our Gemara:

[f a Menorah light is extinguished during the night, the Cohen cannot merely add oil
to the existing, but must clean and refill anew with a full measure of new oil from the
designated measuring cup.

In light of the above, it is understood why the Mishna omits the rare negative
occurrence of a light going out (also alluding soulfully to “Ner Hashem Nishmas
Odam”), at which opportune time the new light is fully rekindled to shine forth as the
original!



Troy’s Mikvah Mystique u raivisr Rubin

In 1979, the Lubavitcher Rebbe’s secretary Rabbi Binyamin Klein called that
Merkos is sending me survey forms for upstate communities. I filled in information on
Jewish populations, Shul, School & Mikvah about 20 cities and towns, and R. Chodakov
soon called, directing me to build a Mikvah in Troy, N.Y. In later discussion, the
Mikvah urgency was a matter of “pikuach nefesh.”

I met R. Chodakov in his private office (at the end of 770’s hallway by the Yichud
room) and asked: “Why in Troy with only 2,000 Jews; maybe better Schenectady, or
elsewhere?”

R. Chodakov insisted that we build the Mikvah in Troy. After establishing the
Shabbos House and Kosher Pizza in Albany, I assumed the goal was a Chabad House,
so I asked R. Chodakov about rental locations, but he smiled: “how can you build a
Mikvah on rented premises?”

Beth Tephila’s President Mr. Segal
invited me to address his board meeting
about building in the Shul’s basement,
and I explained that building a Mikvah
supersedes a Shul. But one member had
seen the Tzfas Arizal Mikvah'’s gushing
spring and exclaimed: “Never! Our water
bills will soar with constant flowing
water!” I offered to pay their water bills -
etc. but they vetoed the Mikvah. L -_— y g

= i,

Sensing a special mission in Troy, I invited Leible (we enjoyed great years at
Shabbos House) and Elisheva Morrison to be Troy Shluchim. The Rebbe confirmed, and
they moved up in 1980.

We applied to Zoning for a house near People’s Ave., but after a negative City
hearing, attorney Richard Hanft said we’d never get a permit. Realtor Marilyn Pollack
got 2306 15t St., an old frame house for $12,000 (proceeds of a Sacandaga Lake property
the Aronsons donated). Rabbi Klein told me to report on which street the Mikvah will
be located, and I occasionally got a note from the Rebbe’s office: “Ma im Hamikova?
Where is the Mikvah up to?”

Our board hesitated to build a new Mikvah only 20 minutes from Albany’s
Mikvah (built with the Rebbe’s help circa 1960, see Igros Kodesh volumes: 15 p. 265; 16
p- 78; 17 p. 105 - Printed in the original Hebrew, earlier in this Memento). We struggled



financially, and no one was giving. A wealthy Trojan Jew (who had observed Mikvah in
Brooklyn), declined to even co-sign a construction loan.

Dr. Edith H. Luchins, an RPI Math professor
who headed Albany’s Bnos Israel Mikvah (and a
follower of the Rebbe), rationalized Troy’s Mikvah as a
backup in case Albany’s Mikvah needed repairs (as did
happen years later). Some speculated that it was linked
to Troy’s Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute expansion,
but to this day, no one really knows what the Rebbe
envisioned!

Afraid that applying for official permits could negate our Mikvah, we rolled up
our sleeves and furiously began digging the 4-foot earth basement, shoveling heavy
clay into a pail emptied into a van for dumping. As the floor lowered, Jacks were
installed to keep the first floor up.

After being hit with a “Stop Work Order,” we applied for a permit for a “ritual
pool,” which was finally approved.

After finishing the Mikvah in 1983, the $15,000 Merkos check covered a third of
the cost.

Rabbi Moshe Chanowitz: “R. Hendel of Montreal
came to watch them pour the cement 2 stories deep. We
ran rainwater from the roof via a window thru temporary
straight pipes with no elbows. We chose natural tone
brown tiles inside (not realizing that light tiles show the
water is clean), and modeled the handrail disguising the
filter intake pipe after Albany’s Mikvah.

“ ‘Becker the Wrecker' from the Port of Albany gave
building material, Irwin Lapidus did the plumbing, Yoel
Aronson donated cabinets, Milt Bindell donated lights
,and homeless Lewanga’s from Albany, Troy and Cohoes
helped do the heavy work.

“Reb Leibel and Elisheva gave their heart and soul
to make this a state-of-the-art Mikvah, to fulfill the Rebbe’s
directive. May they have the strength to continue for many years IYH. We were
personally blessed by this Mikvah.”

Rivka Goldstein: “In the summer of ‘90 or ‘91, I was inspired to enhance this
special Mikvah. I personally borrowed money for new tiling, bath fixtures, lighting and
Mirrors.

“It was no quick fix; I asked Rabbi Rubin if I can close it briefly for some
improvements -1 was afraid RR would veto my project if I told him the extent of the



venture. It took over a month, and I travelled across the river almost daily with my
small children to check on the progress.

“My project also had an Albany spinoff. My excitement to beautify Troy’s
Mikvah inspired my Shabbos guests, a young couple, to replace Albany’s old
downtown Mikvah with a modern one.”

In 2010 the Vaad Rabonei Lubavitch inquired about the status of the Troy Mikvah.
The renowned Mikvah Authority and Mikveh Mayim author Rav Katz, and Rav
Bogomilsky came up and affirmed that the Mikvah was Kosher, but recommended that
it be upgraded.

After extensive work by Mikvah ¥
specialist Elozor Raichick, Rav Katz Chabad Outreach Centers

of Bw 4 apitdl [ eira E

came on 18 Kislev 5771 to inspect the Troy Mikva Gets New Year Facelift

upgrades, and stated: “This is of the o i el s el el g

world’s top Mikvas with every possible " me s s st e s o

hiddur, -I will personally recommend oo A Pty W b 720 s prasedence e 4 rgugen.

it. While most Mikvaos have a smaller =~ GRSy s e 2o

bottom bor, Troy’s Mikvah duplicates T e e

the Rashab’s Mikva where the bor ran S et s s e el s el
Sm— il Theve el g b pn oy Fow Miovn gy

under the entire upper Mikvah, and =
. . ! = I.|1'lr\..|r.| I:-|-\.|.I'.I|.-|r\."'| 14, bn dyerepebrei _-.\.||I.|' sl ey B :1:.r 3o
holds several times the basic rainwater ; T T R L

dyrairal kot Ml pewrrvscsons Birve Bege. preesvrd dom B G By ol T
Wbl al] D50 By by profrssiorady vaseg e Capoul Teermon "Wiasrs

requiredl thru direCtl no_elbow plpesl w - Rargr sy e merprised o ind don wr barer sach o boisnd el daciley |rl:. 'l:'lr a...
s : 1 mrnct L o vaceraomon.” i sk
and uses an inner filter.

Thet Toosy Ml wrrers 490 oot anoneibilty , SPea ki, iading o Fonl B0 Find i

At Saratoga’s Yud Tes KlSleV 1 ’ N P o akig B oson. Tha Teer MAve i bl bs L 6 o
. . . = oo of o Labarvarber Biboat, Biddn Soviaters hlemiel L Sererae

Seuda 5771, we recalled building this Fys _
] e 5..-..«\.-.'\-.“I
holy Mikvah, and how we go out of our =i M e s T it s e i My o oo o
way to this “Makom Kodosh” a BN | A it ot o s i o e colg A Pl e
h H Fapherry Parte mon mad Mg srips Orcaiear Mo Lissd salify 134 b o
heavenly Baal-shemsker Inyan -y Thart i e e ey s e e i e pmey, m
. =1 | donors, e W wnted Bojbaiang. v rdiatad wad Flnrara v psree weeyr ot dag The

COnneCtlng us tO the Rebbe, i TNEY PREIENry Ty PRRRR] SINRRY. Y o ) PR [ppe——

Li i ey avir, O M e gt (il 8§ L e Yom K e, phoas
vasd FH AN P A bnllair. it b fhe Solides Maressazion e oan B woer

Leible: “The Mikvah is presently e el LA A oy o
locked and pipes sealed to assure the rain collection system is intact until the bottom
bor is filled, and I need R. Katz’s permission before entering to check.

While terrified of heights, R. Katz climbed a hi-extension ladder in blustery
winds as Eluzar and I held it. He found two tiny scratches in a gutter, not really a
problem, but had us fill the scratches. R. Katz inspected each inch in the bottom bor’s
claustrophobic 22 inches on his hands and knees, using tons of towels to dry it 100%.

Rav Katz urged us to beautify this Mikvah and improve access (upstairs instead
of the alley).

Eluzar Raichik’s Yiras Shamayim is incredible. His discussions with R. Katz to do
everything perfect drew smiles from plumber Al Cassale working with us. I am very
privileged to work with such great men on this great peula!”



Mendel Rubin observed: “Luzor is an exciting honest-to-goodness “hands-on”
hardy Chasid with real warmth and sparkle. Rabbi Rubin commented that both their
fathers (who came off the ship together from Shanghai) were good-for-nothing... some
people are paid to be good, or are good to keep up their image or status, but these
Chasidim were simply good — for nothing!

Elisheva: “Working 27 years on this holy peulo, I believe this Mikvah has the
Rebbe's Bracha to fulfill the mitzvah of children. Many have benefitted from this
blessing and segulah. Although money was low, this Mikvah is immersed in mesiras
nefesh.

Troy’s Mikvah serves everyone,
from the very religious to non-shomer
shabbos who yearn for a child or look to
connect with Hashem, from the woman
stuck in a snowstorm 4 hours late, to one
who came 2am in the summer. Besides the
Capital Region, this Mikvah is a destination
for Montreal travelers, Lake George
vacationers and Adirondack skiers. The
100-plus children born after using this
Mikvah have certainly affected the world

'II

On Wed., Teves 8, the bottom bor filled with rainwater, so R. Katz sent expert
Kolel members to inspect the seals and work with Reb Leible and the plumber to
complete it. On 20 Teves, the Mikvah was filled for actual immersion.
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