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2SthSivan

much success” The members of the
above-mentioned organizations sug-
gested that the material be reviewed
by a few professionals in this field. On
Friday, Chof Hei Sivan, a draft of the
entire publication was submitted to
the Rebbe. This included: a substan-
tial introduction expounding upon
the significance of the day, the history
of the day, and the Maamorim and
Sichos that had been said or published
by the Rebbe during previous years in
connection with the day. On Sunday,
the Rebbe added a date at the end

of the introduction, Erev Chof Ches
Sivan, and also instructed that the
material be reviewed one more time.
Meanwhile, an idea was proposed to
also add the synopsis of the Rebbe’s
activities in America, as they appear in
“Hayom Yom), and the Rebbe agreed to
the suggestion.

‘We also found out that the Rebbe is
going to distribute the Kovetz to all,
following Maariv.

The Rebbe returned from the Ohel
approximately twenty minutes before
sunset and shortly thereafter, he en-
tered the Shul for Mincha.

Following Mincha, the Rebbe de-
scended from the Bima and received
a blessing from Reb Zalman Gurary,
on behalf of all of Anash, in honor of
the day. Reb Zalman spoke with great
emotion as he made mention of the
spiritual transformation that the Reb-
be has orchestrated in the world since
his arrival in 5701, and wished the
Rebbe immeasurable success in con-
tinuing in this direction until the long-
awaited redemption is finally brought
about. All the while, the Rebbe stood
with closed eyes, and occasionally, he
seemed to wipe away a tear. A most
stirring moment to behold!

‘When Reb Zalman finished the
Rebbe lifted his eyes and said, “There
are Kohanim here, let them recite
Birkas Kohanim as always...” Rabbi

Yosef Gutnick then blessed the Rebbe
with Birkas Kohanim, after which the
Rebbe began with a Sicha which lasted
for a quarter of an hour. Amongst the
various topics mentioned, there were
also a few words about the specialty of
770 and its significance in this genera-
tion.

After Maariv, the Gabbai, Reb Zev
Katz, announced in the name of the
Mazkirus, that being that the booklets
have not yet arrived from the printer,
there will now be a short intermis-
sion for fifteen minutes. (It should be
noted that the Rebbe had spent almost
the entire day at the Ohel and was
still fasting. It was anticipated that in
the meantime the Rebbe would go up
to his room and break his fast). The
Rebbe smiled broadly and said, “They
have announced about an intermis-
sion; that would be a waste of time.
Instead, we'll make a continuation...”
The Rebbe again began with a Sicha,

lasting for ten minutes.

At approximately 9:20, the distribu-
tion of the Kovetz began. Throughout
the three hours of distribution, the
Rebbe seemed to be in a very high
spirit - smiling very broadly to many
passersby, especially children, and
blessing all those in need. At 12:02, the
Rebbe left the Shul while encouraging
the singing of “Uforatzta’

The atmosphere in 770 was one of
indescribable excitement. Many of the
Bochurim and Anash broke out in a
joyous dance; others immediately sat
down to study from the new Kovetz
that they had just merited to receive
from the Rebbe’s holy hand...

Later on, a magnificent Farbrengen
came to pass in the main Shul at 770,
lasting well into the early hours of
the morning - a natural result of the
unprecedented extraordinary occur-
rences that have transpired in the
Rebbe’s court.

© By Leben Mit'n Rebn.
For more info. email:

leben770@gmail.com



the Rebbe’s
words were a
clear indica-
tion of his
acknowl-
edgement of

the day.

‘When Reb
Meir Harlig
approached
the Rebbe on
Shabbos to
receive the
bottle for the
Farbrengen
he began to
make an an-
nouncement
regarding
the event at
which the
Mashke was
to be used,
stating that there would be a Farbren-
gen held in honor of the day that “the
Rebbe came to America’ The Rebbe
smiled and immediately corrected him,
saying, “Ish Ubeisoi!” (i.e. the Rebbe
and the Rebbetzin).

One can only imagine how overjoyed
the Chassidim were to recognize the
Rebbe’s consent, and more, the Rebbe’s
readi-ness, to commemorate and offi-
cially establish the day of his arrival in
America as a Yom Tov.

That night, a beautiful Farbrengen took
place in 770. Present at the Farbrengen
were quite a few of the older mem-
bers of Anash who themselves were
privileged to have been there when the
Rebbe arrived in 5701. Throughout the
night they shared their own recollec-
tions with the crowd, recounting parts
of the Rebbe’s first Farbrengen with
Anash, and so on.

In the following years (beginning with
5748), the Rebbe edited and published
a Maamar each year, eépecially n

honor of Chof Ches Sivan, as was done

in honor of every Yom Tov throughout

the year.

5749 - A
CHAZZAKA

n Shabbos Parshas Shelach, 5749,

Chof Ches Sivan, the Rebbe
spoke (for the first time explicitly)
about the significance of the day,
adding that this day has already been
commemorated by many Jews as a
day to intensify the efforts towards
the dissemination of the wellsprings of
Chassidus. These efforts have evidently
already been fruitful, said the Rebbe,
and this has been going on for three
years now, thereby creating a Chazzaka
in this regard!

5751 - KOVETZ
CHOF CHES SIVAN

he climax of the celebration of the

day of Chof Ches Sivan was un-
doubtedly in 5751. That year marked
fifty years since the Rebbe’s arrival in

5701. In honor of the day, a
very unique pamphlet was
compiled, consisting of the
Sichos and Maamorim that
had been said or published

by the Rebbe in connection
with the day. It also contained
a detailed documentation of
the story of the Rebbe and
Rebbetzin’s escape from war-
torn Europe and safe arrival
on the shores of the United
States. How pleasantly sur-
prised were the Chassidim to
be notified that on Monday,
Chof Ches Sivan, the Rebbe
himself would personally
distribute the pamphlet to all;
men, women, and children!

The following are excerpts of
a diary penned by one of the
Bochurim in 770 at the time:

Sunday, the night of
Chof Ches Sivan

The Rebbe entered for Maariv;, and
the Shul was overly crowded with the
many guests that arrived from far and
wide to be in the Rebbe’s presence on
this momentous day. Upon reaching
his place, the Rebbe vigorously encour-
aged the singing of “Uforatzta” that
broke out excitedly from the crowd.

Throughout the night, Farbrengens
were held in 770 and all across the
neighborhood, to commemorate the
auspicious day.

Monday, Chof Ches Sivan

Today, I heard a full report regard-
ing the newly-published “Kovetz
Chof Ches Sivan” The compiling of
the booklet was initiated by a hand-
ful of Bochurim, with the assistance
of the members of Vaad Hanochos
Hatmimim. Around a week ago, they
wrote to the Rebbe about the idea and
the Rebbe responded (on Chof Sivan),
“[do) as Agudas Chabad and Tzeirei
Agudas Chabad [say]; may it be with



few hours in the train station together
with the Rebbe who had come to see
them. Now, the Rebbe continued to
discuss some of the Torah-related is-
sues that they had spoken about at the
time.

In between the talks, the Chassidim
sang various Nigunim.

The Farbrengen lasted for six hours. At
3:00, the Rebbe left the Shul, leaving an
outstanding impression upon all those
who had spent the night there. Every-
one understood that the Rebbe’s newly
arrived son-in-law was one of entirely
unique caliber; someone indeed very

special.

REB MICHEL
ZLOTCHIVER’S NIGUN

he following Shabbos fell out on

Gimmel Tammuz. Although this
is truly a special day for the Frierdiker
Rebbe, the day that his death-sentence

28t Sivan

was annulled and replaced with exile,
he would not openly commemorate the
day throughout his years of leadership.
Instead, he proclaimed the day of his
final liberation, Yud Beis Tammuz, as
the special Yom Tov that we know it to
be. This is with the exception of 5701.
That year, upon the Rebbe’s request,
the Frierdiker Rebbe held a Farbrengen
on Shabbos, Gimmel Tammuz.

During the Farbrengen, the Frierdiker
Rebbe asked if any of those present are
familiar with the Nigun of Reb Michel
Zlotchiver, in the version sung by Reb
Michoel Dworkin. The Rebbe then
began to sing this Nigun.

BEGINNING A
NEW ERA

he Rebbe’s arrival in the United

States marked the beginning of a
new era in Lubavitch - one consisting of
Jewish out-reach in an unprecedented

manner. A short time following his
arrival, the Frierdiker Rebbe appointed
the Rebbe to heed his three newly
established organizations: Machne
Israel - whose objective is strengthen-
ing Judaism through the fulfill-ment

of Torah and Mitzvos, and arouse the
hearts of all Jews to repent. In addi-
tion, its role is to publicize that through
repentance, we will immediately merit
the redemption through Moshiach
Tzidkeinu. As head of the Kehot Publi-
cation Society, which is responsible for
publishing Seforim of Chabad Chas-
sidus. He also took charge of Merkos
L'Inyonei Chinuch, whose responsibil-
ity is to ensure a proper Jewish educa-
tion for every Jewish boy and girl.

Indeed, those who were present in 770
in that period will attest to the sud-
den noticeable changes that brought
Lubavitch outreach to an entirely new

stage.

CHOF CHES SIVAN COMMEMORATED
THROUGHOUT THE YEARS

5746 - CHOF CHES
SIVAN IS ESTABLISHED
AS AYOMTOV

or many years, the day of Chof

Ches Sivan was not marked at all
on the Chassidic calendar. The simple
reason being that the exact date of the
Rebbe’s arrival remained unknown to

the public.

Only in Elul of 5743, with the distribu-
tion of the fifth volume of the Frierdik-
er Rebbe’s Igros Kodesh, did the precise
date become known. As stated above,
the Frierdiker Rebbe wrote a letter to

Reb D.M. Rabinowitz informing him
of the Rebbe’s arrival earlier that day,
and requesting that he in turn inform
his son Reb Asher. With the letter
dated on Chof Ches Sivan - the date
was now public knowledge.

Finally, in 5746, a group of Bochurim
in 770 resolved that being a day of such
significance, it must be officially estab-
lished as a Yom Tov in Chabad. At
first, some were skeptical as to whether
the Rebbe would go along with such an
idea, as it is of more personal caliber.
Nevertheless, the Bochurim decided

to continue with carrying out their
intentions. As Chof Ches Sivan oc-
curred that year on a Shabbos, it was

decided that a bottle of Mashke would
be given in to the Rebbe on Friday (as
was the custom in those days), in order
to receive it from the Rebbe on Shab-
bos during the Farbrengen. It would
then be used for a special Farbrengen
that would be held in 770 on Motzoei
Shabbos in commemoration of this
momentous day.

As it turned out, the Rebbe dedicated
much of the Farbrengen to expound
upon the story of the day that the
Frierdiker Rebbe arrived in the United
States, explaining how since his arrival
the dissemination of Chassidus began
to permeate the lower hemisphere of
the world as well. Understandably,



GREETING THE
FRIERDIKER REBBE

ith their Arrival in the United
WStates, the Rebbe and Rebbetz-
in resided in 770, in the room which
ultimately became “The Rebbe’s room”
as we know it to be. Regarding his first
few days here, and his first reunion
with the Frierdiker Rebbe, the Rebbe

once related:

“On my way in [to 770] I contemplated
as to whether I should immerse myself
in the Mikvah first, prior to my stand-
ing in the Rebbe’s presence. For on the
one hand, maybe I should hasten and
enter at the earliest opportunity; but
on the other hand, maybe I was to
immerse in the Mikvah - after all, I'm
going into the Rebbe’s chamber!

“As I could not go into the Rebbe’s
room upon my own initiative, I entered
the building, notified the Rebbe of my
arrival, and waited to be called on by
my father-in-law, but he did not call
for me straight away. In the mean-

time, I was able to go to the Mikvah,
daven Mincha, have a meal, and daven
Maariv, but my father-in-law still did
not summon me.

“I went upstairs to greet my mother-
in-law and the rest of the family, and
we sat together throughout the night.
Imagine the emotion that prevailed in
the atmosphere... “Our children have
been spared from the hands of the
Nazis..”

“All the while, my father-in-law sat in
the adjoining room, yet he still did not
ask to see us...

Only on the third day from our arrival
did he summon us to come in, and
even then - only each of us separately.
Myself alone, and then Mussia alone.

“The reason being: my father-in-law
was of a very emotionally inclined
personality. One can only imagine how
greatly he would have been overcome
with emotion, had he seen us straight
after our arrival and both at once. But
since Chassidus expects that “the mind
rule over the heart”; one must always

be in control of his emotions, he waited
a few days before allowing himself

to see us, not withstanding the very
sensible pain that this brought along
with itself)

FARBRENGEN
WITH ANASH

W’hen the Rebbe was asked upon
his arrival to Farbreng with
Anash, he replied that hed like to
wait until Thursday, when he’ll have
a chance to be called to the Torah
and recite the blessing of Hagomel.
Indeed, three days later, on Thursday
night, after Maariv, on the eve of Bais
Tammuz, the Rebbe Farbrenged with
the Chassidim for the first time in
America.

The Rebbe entered the Shul at 9:00,
where a small crowd had already
gathered. With his Siddur in hand, the
Rebbe pro-ceeded to the table and be-
gan the Farbrengen. At first, the Rebbe
requested of the elder Chassidim who
were present that they speak, but they
declined, in anticipation to hear what

the Rebbe had to say.

Throughout the night, in addition to
his own scholarly talk on the Mishnah
of “Arba Tzrichim Lehodos” (expound-
ing upon obligation of expressing
gratitude to Hashem after overcoming
various phases of danger), the Rebbe
responded to questions in Chassidus
that were posed by those present.

A most memorable incident that took
place on that night: almost every time
that the Rebbe made mention of his
fa-ther-in-law, the Frierdiker Rebbe, his
voice began to choke and tears formed
in the corners of his eyes.

Present at the Farbrengen was also a
group of American Yeshiva students
that had traveled to Otwock, Poland
to join Tomchei Temimim there prior
to the war. While on their trip, during
their layover in France, they spent a



to Marseilles, as we find in a telegram
from the Frierdiker Rebbe where he
asks the Rebbe why he had his applica-
tion sent to Marseilles. After the war, it
became known that the Consul in Nice
consciously avoided giving visas to Jews.
In contrast, the Consul in Marseilles
was sympathetic towards Jews, and as-
sisted them readily.

Indeed, a mere two months later, on
the 26th of Adar, the Consul in Mar-
seilles informed the Rebbe and Reb-
betzin that they would be issued visas.
A month later, on the 20th of Nissan,
they received the visas.

THE VOYAGE

ow, a new challenge faced the
Rebbe and his Rebbetzin: How
will they reach America?

During the war the only viable option
for travel was by boat, and at that time
the only port they could depart from
was in Lisbon, Portugal. The Rebbe had
his American visa; now he needed a
transit visa from Portugal, one which
will allow him to pass through the
country.

With the help of the Frierdiker Rebbe,
they received the transit visas that al-
lowed them to travel to Lisbon. They
also managed to acquire the much-
sought-after boat tickets that will safely
take them to America, on one of the
last boats crossing the Atlantic.

(On the 18th of Iyar, the Frierdiker
Rebbe wrote to Rav Nissan Waxman,
thanking him in advance for contacting
his brother-in-law, Dr. Yosef Schwartz,
who had diplomatic connections in
Portugal, to obtain the transit visas.]

The Rebbe and Rebbetzin arrived

in Lisbon and prepared to travel on
the ship that will finally take them to
safety. Just as they were about to board
the boat, an urgent telegram from the
Frierdiker Rebbe arrived, with surpris-
ing instructions: “Do not board this

28t Sivan

boat!”
The Rebbe and the Rebbetzin did not

hesitate for a moment. They allowed
the boat to depart without them, de-
spite the fact that this was rumored to
be the last ship out of Portugal heading
towards the United States. Indeed this
was a wise move; for a few days later,
they heard that the boat was captured
by the Italian Navy, and all of the pas-
sengers were held captive as prisoners
of war, remaining held on an island
until the end of the war!

Soon after their miraculous rescue
from this fate, the Rebbe was noti-
fied that yet another boat will venture
across the Atlantic, making the trip to
America. However, they were told of
this ship’s embarking too late; all the
tickets had already been purchased.

Reb Mordechai Bistritzky, a Chassid,
happened to have bought two of these
prized tickets for his in-laws, Reb Levi
and Rechoma Luvger. Unfortunately,
the couple was not granted the neces-
sary Portuguese transit visas and was
unable to leave France. When Reb
Mordechai heard of the Rebbe’s pre-
dicament, he gladly gave his tickets to
the Rebbe.

On the 17th of Sivan, the Rebbe and
Rebbetzin finally boarded the “Serpa-
Pinto”

Stopping first in Barcelona, Spain, the

boat continued on its perilous journey
to America.

It was a trip the travelers would not
forget, constantly fraught with the fear
of being torpedoed by submarines, or
bombed by the war planes that passed

overhead.

One can only imagine the terror the
passengers must have felt, when the
captain announced that they must stop
in the middle of the sea, because they
had been spotted by the deadly Ger-

man submarines!

Nothing occurred at the time, Boruch

Hashem, and they passed through

the European war zone uneventfully.
When they had reached neutral waters,
the Rebbe immediately telegraphed

the Frierdiker Rebbe informing him of
their relative safety.

CHOF-CHES
SIVAN - SAFE ARRIVAL

welve days later, on Monday

morning of Parshas Korach, Chof
Ches Sivan, 5701 (July fourth 1941),
the boat steamed into New York’s
harbor and docked at 10:30 a.m. Due
to health reasons, the Frierdiker Rebbe
was confined to 770 and could not
make the trip himself. He therefore
sent a delegation of Chassidic elders on
his behalf to greet the Rebbe and Reb-
betzin. They were: Rabbi Y. Jacobson,
Rabbi S. A. Kazarnovsky, Rabbi S.
Levitin and Rabbi E. Simpson.

On the previous evening, the Fri-
erdiker Rebbe had summoned these
Chassidim to his room, and told them:
“T appoint you as my emissaries to go
and greet my son-in-law, who is arriv-
ing tomorrow. I will reveal to you what
sort of a person he is: He is fluent orally
in the Talmud Bavli, with all of its
commentaries; he knows the Rambam
and all of the printed Chassidic texts.
Go and greet him!” In addition, the
Frierdiker Rebbe instructed that the
students of Tomchei Temimim should
also go along to greet the Rebbe and
Rebbetzin.

When the Rebbe and Rebbetzin came
to 770, the younger students of Tom-
chei Tmimim were waiting to greet
them.

On that day the Frierdiker Rebbe
wrote to Reb D.M. Rabinowitz in-
forming him of this joyous event and
requesting that he in turn inform his
son Reb Asher who was instrumental
in helping the Rebbe and Rebbetzin
obtain their visas.



received the good tidings: the State
Department informed Mr. Butler that
the Consul in Nice intended to give
the Rebbe and Rebbetzin a special visa.
However, there might be difficulties in
procuring an exit visa from France.

Seven weeks later, the State Depart-
ment again contacted Mr. Butler, this
time with disturbing news: the Consul
in Nice has changed his mind; the
Rebbe did not warrant a special visa.
They based their reaction for refusal on
the “contradiction” of this visa request
to the original application, which
described the Rebbe as a qualified
engineer and editor, knowledgeable in
physics. However, they stated that he
would probably be eligible for a regular
visa, but he would need to resubmit
his application, together with a new
affidavit promising financial support.
This was because the affidavit that was
provided by Mayor B. Hartan was not
from a close relative, nor did it specify
how long he would be guaranteed sup-
port.

This was distressing information for all;
with this unfortunate delay, how much
longer could the Rebbe and Rebbetzin
remain stranded in Europe, with the
Germans only miles away?

Mr. Butler reassured Agudas Chas-
sidei Chabad at this time that since the
Government previously agreed to issue
special visas to the entire family of the
Frierdiker Rebbe, he plans on continu-
ing to pressure the State Department,
despite the refusal of the consul in Nice
- to give them to the Rebbe and the
Rebbetzin.

In addition to Mr. Butler, who was
hired by Agudas Chassidei Chabad, the
Frierdiker Rebbe asked the Chassid,
Reb Asher Rabinowitz to assist them
in Washington. As one of the attor-
neys involved with the rescue efforts
of the Schneerson family, he had been
instrumental in successfully helping
the Frierdiker Rebbe escape war-torn

Europe. In the course of those efforts
he also developed many contacts with

high officials in Washington.

In a letter to Reb Asher, the Frierdiker
Rebbe writes: “To my pain, with all
their promises and “sweet talk] as of yet
nothing has been finalized. I am broken
from this”

In order to satisfy the request of the
Consul in Nice, Agudas Chassidei
Chabad sent a formal letter stating that
the Rebbe, as one of the main leaders of
the movement, was entitled to a special
visa.

On the 22nd of Kislev, Reb Asher
Rabinowitz returned from Washington
and gave the Frierdiker Rebbe a report
on his efforts. The Frierdiker Rebbe
wrote in a letter the following day:
“While it sounds very good, T am still
not comforted’

MARSEILLES

round the same time, the Rebbe

made an unusual request: he

asked that his file be forwarded to the
Consul in Marseilles, although this
would require a repeat of the entire
application process. On this side of the
Atlantic, the Frierdiker Rebbe sent his
son-in-law the Rashag on the 19th of
Shevat to Washington to help fur-

ther this inquiry. With the assistance
of high-ranking officials in the State
Department, the Rebbe’s file was trans-
ferred to Marseilles. The Consulate in
Marseilles was also informed that an af-
fidavit was not required, since as far as
the State Department was concerned,
financial support was guaranteed.

During this period, the Rebbe traveled
to Marseilles to submit documents to
the American Consulate in the city.
While there, the Rebbe frequented

the nearby Shul and was seen study-
ing Gemora with a “Chacham” from
Morocco. In addition, the Rebbe
encountered a group of refugee-Yeshiva
students who would gather together in
the Shul for a nightly study session.

It was unclear at the time why the Reb-
be wanted to transfer his application



acquainted with the Rebbe in Paris,

the Rebbe and Rebbetzin managed

to board one of the last trains leaving
Paris. Successfully evading the German
patrols, they arrived in Vichy on Erev
Shavuos just as the sun was setting. Just
a few days later, the German soldiers
marched into the city of Paris.

FLEEING TO NICE

hey remained in Vichy for ap-

proximately two months. But
after a while, the Nazis established a
government, based in Vichy. With an
anti-Semitic government as such in
close proximately, the Rebbe and Reb-
betzin were again forced to flee the city.
They then moved to Nice, a coastal
resort in the southern part of France.
Despite the fact that Nice was occupied
by the Italian Fascist government allies
of Germany, it was relatively safe for
Jews. Despite its relative security, the
Rebbe was careful to remain indoors, in
hiding, except when actually necessary.
The Rebbe also used an alias, “Avram”
in his telegrams to the Frierdiker

Rebbe.

SAVING JEWISH
REFUGEES

Rleéarding their stay in the city of
ice, the Rebbetzin once related
the following episode:

Many thousands of Jews who had fled
from Paris and other occupied parts of
Europe attempted to temporarily settle
in Nice. The government, however, in-
stituted a law that anyone who wished
to stay in the city had to show an ad-
dress where they would reside there.
The only option for the vast majority of
refugees arriving would be to stay at a
hotel. This, however, was faced with a
dilemma; in order to register in a hotel,
one had to come up with at least one-
hundred dollars, an enormous sum of
money in those days - all the more so
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in a time of war!

Realizing that many of the Jewish
refugees were in grave danger, the
Rebbe initiated an “operation” to assist
in saving their lives. He went about
the streets and found Jewish families
seeking a residence, and handed them
the most desperately-required one-
hundred dollars, advising them that
shortly after they register in the hotel,
the money should be returned. He
then used the same money to assist
another family, and then again, and so
on, thereby allowing many refugees
to remain sheltered in their place of

refuge.

DETERMINATION
TO MAINTAIN THE
NAME “JEW”

ﬁ nother very noteworthy episode
that occurred during the Rebbe

and Rebbetzin’s stay in France:

Shortly after the Nazis conquest or
Paris, the pro-Nazi government that
had been established in Vichy issued a
law that all Jews must be registered in
the government documents - includ-
ing his name and address etc. so that in
time, they’ll be easily rounded-up and
recruited to be sent to the extermina-
tion camps, r’L.

‘When the officials arrived at their
hotel room, the Rebbe was not in at
the time. Upon being asked as to which
religion they belong, the Rebbetzin
answered that they were “Orthodox’”
The word orthodox is of ambiguous
meaning; it does not necessarily imply
that they were Jews. When he returned
home and learned of that day’s oc-
currences, the Rebbe declared that he
shall not allow himself to be detached
from Hashem - even if it was merely
on paper! Immediately, the Rebbe went
to the police station and corrected

the documents - confirming that he
was a Jew. One can only imagine how

dangerous the move was; it was only a
matter of time until the Nazis would
carry out their evil plan and share the
horrible fate of most of Polish Jewry
with the Jews of France as well. Even
so, the Rebbe was determined to re-
main unshaken in his pride as a Jew!

SELF-SACRIFICE
FOR A “MINHAG”

As the Yom Tov of Sukkos ap-
proached the Rebbe and Reb-
betzin were still in Nice. Rabbi Shmuel
Yaakov Rubenstein, a prominent Rav
from Paris, was also in Nice at that
time. A short while before Sukkos, the
Rebbe approached rabbi Ru-benstein
with a Halachic question: would it

be permissible for him to put his life

in danger in order to comply with a
mere Minhag? The Rebbe wished to
obtain an Esrog from Calabria, Italy in
accordance with the age-old Chabad
custom. In order to get hold of one, he
would have to sneak across the border
from France into Italy; an undoubt-
edly hazardous task! Rabbi Rubenstein
replied that Halachicly this can be
considered absolutely out of question;
one would have to suffice with reciting
the blessing on a regular Esrog.

Not long after, the Rebbe went missing
for a few days. As it turned out, he in-
deed ventured the daring journey, and
upon his return, his face was beaming
as he held his “prize” Calabrian Esrog!
Needless to say, the Rebbe happily
offered his Esrog to all of his fellow
Jews in the city of Nice, enabling them
to perform the Mitzvah to the best
efficiency.

THE EFFORTS
INTENSIFY

At the end of Av, Mr. Butler re-
quested that the visa application
be forwarded to the American Con-
sulate in Nice. Three weeks later, they



Horenstein was not allowed to leave
Poland with the Frierdiker Rebbe, only
foreigners were allowed out of the

Lliving with the Kebbe

On June 2nd, 1940, Mr. Butler met
with representatives of the State
Department. They informed him that

country. Both he and Rebbetzin Shaina
perished a short time later in Treblinka
at the hands of the Nazis. May Hashem
avenge their blood.]

In the spring of 1940, seeing that Ger-
many was poised to attack France, the
Rebbe signed up to join in the reserves
of the French army. This allowed the
Rebbe the relative safety of having
proper identification in Paris at the
time. It was indeed useful; many times
the Rebbe was stopped by the French
authorities, who checked his papers to
ensure that he was not a deserter from
the army. More importantly, his enlist-
ment I.D. eventually assisted him in his
escape, from Paris to Vichy.

At the same time, it was also a matter
of great concern, perhaps the Rebbe
would be called up for active duty.

the request for a visa for the Rebbe was
forwarded from the American Con-
sulate in Riga, Latvia, to the Consul in
Bordeaux, France. From there it was to
be sent to Paris.

At the same time, the Rebbe informed
the Mazkirus (secretariat) of the
Frierdiker Rebbe that the request for

a special visa had arrived in Paris, but
there were some complications holding
up the issuing of a visa.

Three days later, June 5th, the Ameri-
can Consulate telegraphed to Washing-
ton its decision regarding the Rebbe’s
special visa: Visa Denied. They had
rejected the request, citing the contra-
diction between the Rebbe as a great
Torah scholar, and his own application
which listed him merely as an engineer.

The attorney immediately requested

evidence from the Agudas Chassidei
Chabad, that notwithstanding the
fact that the Rebbe has an engineering
degree, he is a Jewish scholar of repute,
deserving of a special visa.

THE NAZIS
INVADE PARIS

Over the next few days, the sense
of urgency deepened. The Nazis,
may their names be erased, entered
and conquered Paris! A French general
offered the Rebbe his villa in the sub-
urbs of Paris as a safe haven until the
situation improved. The Rebbe, having
seen firsthand how ruthlessly the Nazis
operated, declined and chose to flee to
Vichy, which was at that time unoccu-
pied by the German Army.

As a precaution, until they would be
able to flee, they moved to a different
apartment. This was indeed a life saver,
for two days after their move the Nazis
came to the old address looking for the
Rebbe and Rebbetzin.

[This was presumably due to the
following episode: After the Rebbe
and Rebbetzin’s own departure from
Germany, the Rebbe wanted to return
to help his brother Reb Yisroel Aryeh
Leib, who was in Germany at the time,
depart. The Rebbetzin went instead
saying it was safer for her to return
than for the Rebbe.

When she presented the papers, the
Germans were intrigued that both her
family name and the Rebbes for the
previous couple of generations was
Schneerson. They then wrote down
the Rebbe’s address and said “when we
come to Paris we will look you up!”]

FROM PARIS TO
VICHY

few days before Shavuos at great
personal risk, with the help of
a high-ranking official who had been



SETTLING IN
PARIS

n the early 1930’ the Nazi Party

began to gain power, with acts of
anti-Semitism becoming increasingly
rampant. In Nissan of 1933, the Rebbe
and Rebbetzin left Germany. They ar-
rived in Paris, France, and arrived there
a few days before Pesach.

In France, the Rebbe delivered Shiu-
rim and involved himself with some
communal activities. The Jewish com-
munity of Paris recognized the Rebbe’s
scholarship. However, they respected
his wish for privacy, and were thank-
ful for what the Rebbe contributed.
This privacy allowed him to continue
his learning uninterrupted. While in
Paris, the Rebbe attended the Sorbonne
University at the insistence of the Fri-
erdiker Rebbe.

THE FRIERDIKER
REBBE’S EMIGRATION
TO THE UNITED
STATES

he tranquil life the Rebbe and

Rebbetzin found in France did
not last. In September of 1939, Poland
fell to the Germans. The Frierdiker
Rebbe, who had moved from Riga to
Otwock, Poland in September of 1932,
was now trapped inside Pol-and.

Immediately, the Rebbe became in-
volved and spearheaded the campaign
to save the Frierdiker Rebbe. He was in
constant contact with Agudas Chassi-
dei Chabad in America and gave them
all the relevant information needed to
procure visas from the State Depart-
ment, allowing the Frierdiker Rebbe to
come to United States.

In America, meanwhile, Agudas Chas-
sidei Chabad decided that the Rebbe’s
presence was needed in the States

to effectively ensure the Frierdiker
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Rebbe’s escape from the Germans.
They applied for a visa for the Rebbe
and the Rebbetzin. Knowing that the
American government was reluctant
to allow immigrants to settle without
being assured of their ability to make
an income, they stated that the Rebbe
received an engineering degree. The
Rebbe will thus be able to seek em-
ployment as soon as he arrives in the
United States and will not be a burden
to the country. They also forwarded

a copy of the affidavit from Mayor B.
Hartan, to the Rebbe, promising to
financially support the Rebbe and his
Rebbetzin until he finds a position.

Agudas Chassidei Chabad knew

that the visa application process was
normally a long and arduous one,
often taking up to six months. Using
what influence they had at the time in
Washington, they put pressure on the
government to hasten the procedure.
Meanwhile, the Rebbe applied for a
visa from the American Consulate in

Paris.

Three months later, their efforts on
behalf of the Frierdiker Rebbe were
fruitful. At the request of the State
Department, the Frierdiker Rebbe was
escorted by the Germans out of Poland
into neutral Latvia. At that point, the
United States also agreed to allow the
Frierdiker Rebbe and his immedi-

ate family and inner-circle (namely:
Rebbetzin Nechama Dina, Rebbetzin
Shterna Sara and her nurse, the Rashag
and his family; Rabbi and Mrs. Hodok-
ov and Rabbi Nissan Mindel) to apply
for special visas, on the basis that the
family was an important part of Jew-
ish tradition in Europe that should be

“preserved”

EFFORTS ON
BEHALF OF THE
REBBE

ncluded in the list of the family

members who would be granted
these special visas was the Rebbe, who
was noted as being the editor of a
scholarly journal (“Hatamim”), as well
as an extraordinary thinker who would
contribute greatly to Jewish Philosophy.

While they worked tirelessly to ensure
a safe passage for the Frierdiker Rebbe
and those that were with him in Latvia,
Agudas Chassidei Chabad was hesitant
to pressure at this time the State De-
partment to grant the Rebbe a special
visa. There were some discrepancies
between the information they provided
in the regular visa application and what
they included in the special visa. In the
routine application the Rebbe filled

out in Paris, he was listed as a qualified
electrical engineer; in the special visa he
was described as a noted Torah scholar.
They feared that these “contradictions”
would come to light and might delay
or even jeopardize the entire applica-
tion, including that of the Frierdiker
Rebbe - who was then in an extremely
dangerous situation, where immediate
departure was crucial.

After receiving word that the Fri-
erdiker Rebbe received his special

visa, and can finally leave Europe, the
attorney for Agudas Chassidei Chabad,
Mr. Henry F. Butler, began to actively
request the visas for the remaining
members of the family. Among those
who had not yet received a special visa
with the Frierdiker Rebbe were the
Rebbe and Rebbetzin, living in France,
and the Frierdiker Rebbe’s youngest
daughter, Rebbetzin Shaina and her
husband, Rav Menachem Mendel
Hacohen Horenstein hy’d, who had
remained in Poland.

(Being a Polish citizen, Reb M.M.



in the city of Kostroma. On Yud Beis
Tammuz, 5687-1927, the Frierdiker
Rebbe was finally permitted to return
from his exile in Kostroma. After

the harrowing prison experience, in
which the Frierdiker Rebbe was jailed,
interrogated and even threatened with
death, it became obvious that Russia
was no longer a safe home for the Fri-
erdiker Rebbe. In order for his work to
continue he would have to leave.

Through intense diplomatic efforts, es-
pecially on the part of Reb Mordechai
Dubin hy’d, the Russian government
reluc-tantly allowed the Frierdiker
Rebbe and his immediate family to em-
igrate to Riga, Latvia. After their initial
refusal, they also allowed the Rebbe, the
Frierdiker Rebbe’s future son-in-law, to
leave Russia as well.

While the Frierdiker Rebbe made plans
to leave immediately after Sukkos, the
Rebbe did not travel to Riga with him.
Uncertain as to when he would ever see
his parents again, the Rebbe returned to
Yekatrinaslov to spend Tishrei with his
family. On the Thursday following Sim-
chas Torah, the Rebbe bade his father
farewell. Together with his mother,
who was permitted to accompany him
only until the Russian border, he began
the long journey that took him to Riga,
where he joined the Frierdiker Rebbe
and his family.
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the lack of funds), the wedding of the
Rebbe and Rebbetzin did not take place
immediately when the Rebbe arrived
in Riga; it was decided that the Rebbe
would temporarily settle in Germany. (Once he arrived in
2 8T H S IVA N - Gemany, the Rebbe decided to attend the University of Ber-
lin). Arrangements were made for room and board for the

T H E H l S TO RY Rebbe, allowing him to continue his learning undisturbed.

The following year, on Yud Daled Kislev, in November of
1928, the wedding of the Rebbe and Rebbetzin took place in

THE TIME-PERIOD Warsaw. They returned to Berlin shortly afterwards, and on
occasion, would travel to Riga to visit the Frierdiker Rebbe
ollowing his imprisonment on the 15 Sivan, 5687, the and his household.

Frierdiker Rebbe was sentenced to three years of exile
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