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*
Farbrengen, on the occasion of the Rebbe meeting his mother

for the first time in 22 years; Paris, France, Adar 5707 (1947).
Reb Benzion is seen standing (behind the Rebbe).
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Reb Benzion with his family;
Reb Hendel Lieberman is seen at the top left
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Reb Benzion in the end of 1950’s
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*

Reb Benzion at the wedding of his son, Reb Yisroel Shemtov,
Chai Elul 5721 (1961), Montreal, Canada
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Yud Shvat Farbrengen 5730 (1970), Kfar Chabad, Israel.
Broadcast from 770 via hook-up for the first time
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Reb Benzion with Reb Hendel Lieberman
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Reb Benzion with Reb Mendel Futerfas
in a “warm” atmosphere
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Reb Benzion posting the Mezuza at the entrance
to Bais Lubavitch,
London, England

19




OUN NIV 15 — V-0V HNPY INIDT NNNIY /NN DY MILN 930 NNNY

BS”D
The following stories have been compiled by Hatomim Rabbi Avremel Raskin, from
London, England in honor of his grandfather Horav Benzion Shemtov ob”’m

Fall:l,y Yel?rs S v 4 A True Chossid

nff nen Sr .e\fn cars. . '4 Daily Davening ............... 9

Off To Lubavitch ............. Washing hands .............. 10
EvenIn A Coma .............10

Siberia InGan Eden .................. 10

A Marriage in Siberia ...... 5

Saved From The Ice ......... 5 Helping Others

Only Shmura Matzos ........ 5 My “Best Friend’ 11

Should I Run Away? ........ 6 His House ..................... 11
To Save a Yid's Business ....11
Businesses .................... 12

Narrow Escapes

The “Beggar” ............... 6 %he I\;evi Kettle .............. 11;

N | Vasser 7 WO Sinks ..........ooeeiin

CEESS Vassdt Pram For ‘Grandchildren’ . 12

Even As A Refugee ) )

Cheder in France.............. 7 ggreadﬁngf‘g'haéi{(liéls 13

Cheder in England .......... 7 i 1rglc ot s LATAren. "'"13

The First Chabad House .... 8 Ols hccﬂlpa;cllon """""""" 13

Distributing Sichos ...........8 n the O8C o
In Eretz Yisroel. ............... 13

Connection With The Rebbe
His Songs ,...oovvvviiniiinnne. 8
A True Soldier .. .9
Shabbos Without Challoh ..9
Travelling To The Rebbe .....9



OUN NIV 75 — V-0V HNOY INIDT NNNIY /NN DY MILN 930 NNNY

Early Years

In Linen for Seven Years

Reb Kasriel Shemtov and his wife Bassie, lived in a town called Druya,
Byelorussia, near the border with Poland. Their first two children were born
healthy. After this however, all children born to them died when they were very
young. So the mother went to the Rebbe Rashab and beseeched him to give her a
Brocha.

The Rebbe Rashab answered her: “You will have a son. Name him Bentzion, and
he should wear linen for his first seven years. He will be healthy and live long.”
Indeed a son was born to them shortly afterwards, and they named him Bentzion.
He wore linen for seven years and he grew up as a healthy Chassid.

Off To Lubavitch

In those days there were a lot of Maskilim (non-religious activists) who would
find their way into many Jewish communities. On the outside these people
appeared to be Frum, but really they were quite opposed to Yiddishkiet, and would
do what they could to discourage Jewish people from being Frum.

Setting up classes, they would ostensibly teach the boys about Yiddishkiet, would
invent good marks on tests, and tell the parents how well their children were
learning, but in truth they were teaching them values against Yiddishkiet.

Once the children were completely brainwashed by the Maskilim, they would tell
the parents that they were sending the children to bigger Yeshivos, but really they
were sent to universities.

The parents somehow found out what was really taught to the children only after
they had already left home. By the time the boys returned home, they were
completely against Yiddishkiet, and continued the infamous work of their
teachers.

Reb Bentzion's mother, Bassie, feared for the spiritual welfare of the young
Bentzion, so they had no choice but to send him to Lubavitch (which was quite a
distance away).

Reb Bentzion was just a boy of thirteen when he travelled to Lubavitch alone.
However, knowing that he would need money there, his parents made buttons out
of pure gold and sewed them to his jacket so he could unstitch them and sell them.
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In Siberia

A Marriage in Siberia

Reb Bentzion spread Torah and Mitzvos as much as possible, although he knew
that the Russian authority was against this and he could be imprisoned.

After he was engaged to Esther Golda Futerfas the Russian caught up with him,
and he was imprisoned in Moscow.

The officials wanted to send Reb Bentzion to Siberia. But he told them that he’d
starve there for Pesach. So they gave him parole until after Pesach, after which he
was sent off to Siberia.

Three years later his Kallah followed him there, to get married. For this Reb
Bentzion needed a ring. A Shochet who was also exiled to Siberia had with him a
silver spoon. He gave it to Reb Bentzion, who melted it into a ring.

After that (when he came out of prison) he continued teaching children
Yiddishkiet and making Minyanim etc.
Saved From The Ice

Once in early spring (when the ice starts melting), Reb Bentzion saw a child
skating on the frozen river, when the ice cracked in the middle, and the child fell
n.

Reb Bentzion rushed over to the boy and pulled him out of the water. Once the
boy had recovered from the shock and cold, Reb Bentzion took the child home.

Reb Bentzion’s wife, Esther Golda, was at home and she saw people cheering
outside the house. She was quite concerned what could this be about. Someone
noticed that she was anxious and came and told her that they were clapping
because her husband had saved a boy from drowning. The saved boy was the
mayor’s son! The mayor rewarded Reb Bentzion greatly.

Only Shmura Matzos

Once there was a Yid, not a Chossid, who lived in Russia. One time he was
“invited’ by the dreaded police to come to them in a month’s time. That night it
was hard for him to fall asleep.

Different thoughts went through his mind “What do they want from me”, “I might
never come back after that”. Every night he would get more and more scared and
would wake up in a cold sweat.

The night before the dreaded meeting he couldn’t sleep. He was shivering and
trembling, trying to say Tehilim. The next morning he entered the dreaded police
station at the appointed time, shivering all over.
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He was told that he would soon come be called in. The officer called him in with a
smile and asked “Is it necessary for the wheat used for Matzo to remain dry and
not get wet straight after being cut?”” He thought something was suspicious around
here. “What accusations might he make out of this question? ”

So he asked outright: “Why do you want to know?” They answered him: “We
have a prisoner (Reb Bentzion) who declared a hunger strike if he doesn’t get
these matzos which have to be kept dry. So that is why we called you.”

The Yid was amazed, he thought “I was not able to sleep or act normally at all for
I was scared of what the police will do to me, and here a Chossid declares in front
of the police that he will not eat until he gets perfect matzos, not only normal
matzos but the most mehudar matzos!” Now he understood what a Chossid is.

Should I Run Away?

When Reb Bentzion was in Siberia, he devised a plan to escape:

He would tell the people in charge that he was taking the train to go to the dentist
(which was let’s say three stops away), and instead of stopping there, he would
stay on the train until it gets to China, and he would get off there, and hopefully
the prison officials wouldn’t realise until it was too late.

But he wouldn’t do anything without consulting the Frierdiker Rebbe’s (who was
Rebbe then). Obviously he couldn’t send a message by phone or by fax. But nor
could he send a regular letter describing his plan, for then the Russian authorities
would read it and keep an eye on him. So, via his wife, he sent the Frierdiker
Rebbe the following query:

“I am learning Tanya, should I learn Perek Lamed Aleph?” [Chapter 31 of Tanya
talks about the Yidden going out of Mitzraim. In other words: Should I escape?]
His wife received the letter and forwarded it to the Frierdiker Rebbe. The
Frierdiker Rebbe got the hint, and replied that "Perek Lamed is also good” [i.e.,
don’t run away].

Narrow Escapes

The “Beggar”

Once the secret police in Russia came to Reb Bentzion’s house, to arrest him. But
he wasn’t home yet. So the policemen said “We’ll wait for him in the living
room.” And they were waiting for him for almost an hour.

Then there was a knock on the door. His wife, Esther Golda, ran to open the door.
She opened the door slightly and saw her husband there. Not wanting him to be
arrested, she thought of an idea: She took some bread crusts and shoved them to
the “visitor”.
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She went back to the living room, and the police asked who it was, and she
answered “A beggar comes every second day to collect all our leftover food, so I
gave him our leftover food.” Meanwhile, Reb Bentzion realized who and why this
“delivery” came, and so he ran away for safety.

Saved By Negel Vasser

One' day, Reb Bentzion came home with a man who looked like a Chossid.
However, his wife Esther Golda was suspicious about that particular man.

The next morning she noticed that he hadn’t washed Neggel Vasser. She told her
husband what had happened, and told him to run away along with all the
Chassidim present, because he must have been an spy. Sure enough, the police
came to arrest them all. However, by then they had all disappeared!

Even As A Refugee

Cheder in France

After the Second World War, many Chassidim managed to escape Russia. Many
of them, including Reb Bentzion, went to France. Reb Bentzion did not know
French, but wanted Jewish children to learn Torah. So he approached a French
speaking person and asked him to write a sign inviting children to learn.

He hung this sign from his neck, and many Jewish parents saw it, and decided to
enroll their children in the new Cheder.

Cheder in England

Later the Frierdiker Rebbe told Reb Bentzion to move to England. Here he met
with a new problem: In order to have a school, you need official permission, and
you have to first show them your school. But the parents couldn’t send their
children to a non-official school.

So he bought chairs and tables and showed the officials his “school”(which didn’t
have any children yet). So the officials asked him where are the children, so he
said that today they went on an outing. So he got official permission. Now he
needed the children. Sweets (candies) and sugar were then still very scarce. Yet he
found money to buy sweets despite their exorbitant price. With a packet of sweets
in his pocket he went out and got children to come and learn Torah.

Reb Bentzion would wait in the train-station, looking for Chassidim who were running away from the
KGB to bring them to his house
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The First Chabad House

Reb Bentzion bought a house on 89 Cranwich Road where he set up the Lubavitch
office. There he set up a Cheder for Jewish children who attended non-Jewish
schools during the day. How did they teach children if Reb Bentzion couldn’t
speak a word of English?

He asked some nice local Yidden to knock on doors to ask for children to come
and learn Torah. He got some English-speaking people to teach, and meanwhile
his wife and children learned the language too. Many of the children that attended
the Cheder became Frum, and some are now Shluchim, bringing Yiddishkiet to
further communities!

Distributing Sichos

In those days, a photocopier would cost a lot of money. Reb Bentzion wished to
distribute the Sichos of the Rebbe. So he would take a typewriter, put about ten
sheets of very thin ‘onion paper’ and between them very thin sheets of carbon
paper. In this way ten copies were produced at one time.

His daughter would teach in the Cheder, for which she would receive £2.50 a
week. In those days it was a lot of money — equal to more than ten times that
amount nowadays! First she bought shoes and a coat for herself and then decided
to save up, not knowing what else to buy.

After a while she had £40.00 saved and Reb Bentzion asked her “Why don’t you
use all this money?” So she asked: “What shall I buy?” So Reb Bentzion answered
“We need a copy-machine for the Sichos.”

So they went to a company, and asked for a good copier. Reb Bentzion made his
daughter feel very important. It took a while for the company to explain how the
machine works. When it came time to pay they were told that it cost £80.00. So
they paid off the rest bit by bit.

Connection with the Rebbe

His Songs

The song ‘Mi Armia’ consists of 5 verses and choruses, all in Russian. Reb
Bentzion composed this song while he was exiled in Siberia. It describes how we
are in the Rebbe’s army, ready to fulfil the mission of spreading learning of Torah
and keeping of Mitzvahs, knowing full well that many Chassidim friends and
heroes may be caught. Nevertheless we are confident that ultimately we will
succeed and overpower the NKVD as we follow the Rebbe’s instructions. The
tune is one of yearning and triumph, overcoming the enemies.

He wrote a second song “Nissim Nissim”, in Yiddish.
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A True Soldier

Reb Bentzion was one of the first to recognise the greatness of our Rebbe. After
Yud Shevat 5710, when the Friediker Rebbe passed away, Reb Bentzion
encouraged Anash of London to send a Ksav Hiskashrus — a letter asking the
Rebbe to accept the role of leadership. Indeed London was the first place to do
this.

Reb Bentzion would never sit down in the Rebbe’s presence. There is a famous
photograph of a Fabrengen with the Rebbe in France, when he came to bring his
mother, Rebbetzin Chana, to the USA. There you see Reb Bentzion standing
behind the Rebbe.

Shabbos Without Challoh

During the war, it was hard to get food. The government placed a limit upon how
much bread each family could have. When Reb Bentzion saw someone hungry, he
invited him to eat, saying Hashem will help.

One Friday there was nothing left, not even a crust of bread. So his wife Ester
Golda boiled a pot of water (and called that soup). Just before Shabbos someone
knocked on the door. He had brought a bag of rice just in time for Shabbos.

Travelling to the Rebbe

In England, in those days, a plane ticket to America would cost about £200
pounds, which was six weeks salary on average.

Reb Bentzion wished to go to the Rebbe very much. So, he would save up money,
and even though he was no millionaire, he managed to save the money to go to the
Rebbe.

But often he would want to go without delay. A Mr. H Goodman saw the good
work of Reb Bentzion, and decided to lend Reb Bentzion the money, which he
could then pay off monthly for £50.

A True Chossid

Daily Davening

Reb Bentzion was a true Oved, and spent many hours each day Davening with
great concentration. He would be one of the first to go to Shul, but did not daven
with the Minyan. He would be careful to say (and encourage others to say) Omen,
Yehei Shemei Raboh and follow with the Minyan, listen to Krias Hatorah etc.
When in London, after the Minyan in “Lubavitch House” had finished Musaf on
Shabbos, he would go to the Board Room (the nicest and quietest room in the
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building) and daven there. He would come home for Seudas Shabbos at
approximately 4 pm!

There was once a story his granddaughter (my mother) recalls which proves his
concentration:

One weekday morning a letter arrived for Reb Bentzion. His granddaughter was
asked to place the envelope in his room. She assumed that her Zaidy was not
home, and so she ran upstairs noisily, singing happily. She opened the door of
Zaidy’s room and was surprised to see he was still there Davening. She felt
terrible that she had disturbed Zaidy’s Davening.

So she quietly placed the letter on his table, tiptoed out and carefully closed the
door. A long while later (or so it seemed to her) Zaidy finished Davvening and
came downstairs.

He asked if anyone had been in his room. He had seen the letter on his table, but
did not notice anyone coming into his room!
Washing Hands

Netillas Yodayim and Negel Vasser were crucial to him. When he lived in London
a sink was set up in his room to allow him to wash and dry his hands carefully
before he Davvened or learned.

Even in a coma

Whilst in Eretz Yisroel for the purpose of spreading the Rebbe’s Sichos, Reb
Benzion was knocked over by a car. He fell into a coma from which he never
woke up. At one point his yarmulke fell down, off the bed. Although he was in a
coma, his hand moved off the bed and picked it up and replaced it on his head!

In Gan Eden

In 5763, Mrs Esther Alpern, Shlucha of Brazil passed away. Naturally, her
husband, Reb Shabse Alpern, was very upset. One night shortly after her passing,
Reb Shabse had a dream.

He saw his wife entering a large and beautiful hall, which was brightly lit. He
understood that this was Gan Eden. He saw her standing at the entrance of Gan
Eden. Reb Shabse also recognised three Chassidim in the Hall of Gan Eden. The
three were learning Chassidus together, and one of them was Reb Bentzion. Reb
Benzion then noticed Mrs Alpern at the entrance, and got up to welcome her and
bring her into Gan Eden.

10



OUN NIV 75 — V-0V HNOY INIDT NNNIY /NN DY MILN 930 NNNY

Helping Others

My ‘Best Friend’

Once Reb Bentzion saw a young Chossid being led away by a Russian policeman.
Reb Bentzion was quite worried, thinking: “What will happen to him - he might
even get sent off to Siberia!” Then Reb Bentzion suddenly had an idea:

He ran over to the policeman shouting “Hello Ivan! How are you? I haven’t seen
you for so long! What’s doing? How are you managing?”

He started hugging and kissing the policeman. At the same Reb Bentzion nudged
the shocked young Chossid to run away.

“But who are you? I don’t recognise you!” said the policeman. To which Reb
Benzion answered: “Don’t you remember when we were in school, and in the
army...” Reb Bentzion carried on like this until the other Chossid was well out of
sight.

The policeman realised that his prisoner had escaped, so he became angry and
started screaming at Reb Benzion: “You made me lose my prisoner, you idiot! |
would have gotten so much money! Now you made me lose it all! You’re really
going to get it now! I’'m going to take you to court and I’'m going to make sure you
go to prison.”

Reb Benzion had no choice but to go along with the policeman. Whilst walking he
reasoned with the officer: “Listen, if you report this incident then actually it will
be you who will end up in jail, for you have released a wanted prisoner. I, on the
other hand, can only be charged for mistakenly hugging an old friend”. Reb
Bentzion took out a bottle of Vodka and gave it to the policeman, who then
dropped the whole case.

His House

Whilst in Russia, Reb Bentzion preferred to live on the outskirts of a town, or the
last house of a street. In this way, the neighbours would watch him less. Mrs.
Kazen (now of Cleveland) remembers how when her father (Reb Elchanan
Shagalow hy”’d) was arrested, her mother gave her detailed instructions how to
find the Shemtov home in another town. When she arrived, Reb Benzion
immediately found her a job, thus providing her with a means of income.
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All to Save a Yid's Business

There was a certain Lubavicher who had a business in making cloth handkerchiefs
and tablecloths. He started losing money, because no one bought handkerchiefs
from him. So Reb Bentzion bought dozens of handkerchiefs from him in order to
save him from losing all his money!

Businesses

In Communist Russia, it was vital to have an occupation in order to have money to
buy food. The Communists did not want people to keep Shabbos, and organised
places of work and schools to be open on Shabbos. One legal way in which people
could earn a living was to take work home and do it in one’s own home. Reb
Bentzion would find these ‘businesses’. He developed them and when he saw
another in need of a job to be able to observe Shabbos, he willingly gave them this
business.

The New Kettle

Reb Bentzion was once in the home of a young couple and saw the housewife use
the same kettle for hot Fleishig and later for milk. This bothered him greatly. He
resolved this by buying the young couple another kettle and then explained the
problem of using the same kettle to pour over Fleishig and Milchig foods or drink.

Two Sinks

When in Kfar Chabad in its early years, Reb Benzion was concerned to see young
housewives struggling with one sink for washing up milky and meaty dishes.
When there were plans being drawn for building new apartment buildings in the
Kfar, he strongly urged that the kitchens should be fitted with two separate sinks.

Pram for ‘Grandchild’

Reb Bentzion had a close friend by the name of Reb Dovid Bravman, who
eventually settled in Kfar Chabad. Although some years younger, unfortunately
Reb Dovid died very young, leaving a widow with five young daughters. Reb
Benzion was in Eretz Yisroel when Reb Dovid’s eldest daughter gave birth to her
first child. Just as a grandparent normally buys basic equipment for the newborn,
Reb Bentzion went and bought a pram (carriage) for the new grandchild of his
friend.

12



OUN NIV 75 — V-0V HNOY INIDT NNNIY /NN DY MILN 930 NNNY

Spreading Chassidus
Chinuch of his Children

Although this was very dangerous at the time, R’ Bentzion made sure to hire a
Melamed to teach his children. The children knew to hide their Seforim when they
heard a knock at the door. Once when the children were learning about Moshiach,
the Melamed explained that when Moshiach comes, even sweets (a rare treat) will
be readily available. One son stood up excited and said: “The best thing about
Moshiach’s coming - when Moshiach comes I will run in the street and will
proudly show the landlord and everyone else that we are learning Hashem's
Torah.” This was his greatest dream. This incident is described in the book ‘Mindy
Gets her Reward’ - a collection of short stories written by R’ Benzion’s wife,
Esther Golda Shemtov.

His Occupation...

R. Bentzion spent his life spreading the light of Torah - setting up Chadorim,
teaching Torah, finding ways for people to keep Torah and Mitzvos, strengthening
their Hiskashrus with the Rebbe and learning Chassidus. He never missed an
opportunity to do any of these. Every minute of his life was precious and used
well. Some examples:

On the Road

On the bus or train he would always try to sit next to a Yid and begin a
conversation, in order to encourage them in the fulfilment of Torah and Mitzvos.
His limited command of the English language did not deter him.

In Eretz Yisroel

Once when visiting Eretz Yisroel, a security guard at the airport wanted to check
that he had no weapons with him. Reb Bentzion was taken to a small room to be
searched. He turned to the guard and said: “Quick let us put on Tefillin. Your
friends are not watching and do not need to know anything!”
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