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February 6, 1948

My dear Rabbi Schneersohn:

As per our telephone conversation, we herewith
wish to submit our estimate for the printing of "SDEI
CHEMED" in accordance with the following specifleations:

Size: 8 x 11

No. of pages: 500

No. of copies: 2,000

50 1b,. offset

Including binding of 1,000 copies - $3300.00
Includng binding of all 2,000 coples - $3700,00

Stock:
Price:

We thank you for this opportunity to offer you our
quotation on the above job. Pleass be assured that we shall
do this job to your full satisfaction as witnessed by the
work which we have done for you in the past.

Yours very truly,

SHULSTNGER BROTHERS
/ )/ﬂ 4 Y
wa ’Lm’u"j(/

Samuel Shulsinger
88:ESS

e

Tol. PResident 4-0507

Publication Society

“KEHOT” U190 NRRIN
"N,

o

770 EASTERN PARKWAY 770

BROOKLYN, N. Y.

August 21, 1950

Mr. Joseph Robinson
c/o Mr, Jacob Katz

846 West Roosevelt Road
Chicago, Ill.

Dear Mr. Robinson:

Through our distinguished friend, Rabbi S. A, Kazarnovsky,
we have duly received your contribution of $10, which, we under-
stand, is to be considered as the first instalment of a con-
tribution of $5000 towards the last volumes of the Sedei Chemed
Talmudic encgclopedia, now being readied by the printers. Ve
trust that,since he who wishes to do a good deed is helped by
G-d to accomplish it, you will be in a position to pay out the
balance of $4990 at an early date, so that your help will indeed
be very timely.

We thank you most heartily for your consistent interest and
cooperation, and may the Almighty bless you and yours with all
good, physically and spiritually.

With kindest regards and sincere wishes of a kesivo vachasimo
toivo,

Cordially yours,

Rabbi M. A, Hodakovs
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Dear Mr, Robinson:
As per request, please find enclosed

two copies of proposed text of letter to

be sent to the guests of the wedding. I

hope the text meets with your approval.
We are now awaiting the guest list,

when the matter will be carried out.

With all good wishes,

Cordia/]/iy, /7

Nissan J,/Mindel
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Brooklyn, N.Y.

Rabbl Kreiswirt
¢/o Mr. M. J. Robinson
657 Maxwell Street
_ Chieago, I1l.
Dear Rabbi Ereiswirt:

Under separate cover we have sent you a set of nine
volumes of the SEDEI CHEMED Talmudic encyclopedia.

This is a gift from our distingnished friemd, Mr.
Joseph Robinson of your city.

Kindly acknowledge receipt of same to this office
and oblige.

With all good wishes,
Sincerely yours
Rabbi M, A. Hodakovs

Director
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Rabbi M, B. Sacks
3610 W. Douglas Blvd
Chicago, I1l.
Dear Rabbi Sacks:
Under separate cover we have sent you a set of
nine volumes SEDEI CHEMED Talmudic encyclopedia,
This is sent to you as a gift from our distin-
guished friend Mr. Joseph Robinson of your city.
Upon receipt of the above, kindly acknowledge
same to this office.
With all good vishes,
Sincerely yours,

Rabbi M

. A, Hodakovs
Director
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ousekeeping instincts, his receptivity, his
ability to learn from others — all these
inner thrusts can be mobilized and directed
toward the goals of Hakhel.

A yeshivah student can muster and
consolidate all his positive potentials — his
fortitude, his emotive attributes, his desire
for inner order, his thirst for knowledge —
and inspire them all with a renewed and
productive awe of G-d.

In this way the ideal of Hakhel can direct
a man to bring his microcosm in touch with
its intrinsic sanctity, recharging his
determination to heed the words of the
King, the Holy One, blessed be He.

ON A COMMUNAL LEVEL

The goal of Hakhel imposes a weighty
responsibility on Jewish communal
organizations. For the true role of every
Jewish organization is to bring together
individuals who share some common
outlook. Thus, bodies serving G-d-fearing
Jews should seek ways of encouraging the
shared endeavors of their members or
students in the observance of Torah and
mitzvos. Reciprocally, encouragement of
this nature will of course upgrade the sense
of responsibility that members will develop
towards their organization.

Every Jewish congregation, association,
federation and institution — and certainly
every yeshivah, cheder, Talmud Torah,
kindergarten, and every other educational
framework — would be well advised to
lead the way in the Hakhel project
proposed above. Gathering together from
time to time — say, once a month — to
study Torah, give tzedakah and pray in

nison will also enable them to reach out to

parents, relatives, friends
acquaintances, and include them all in
activities which will foster the awe of G-d,
and Jewish unity.

In addition, teachers may seek to
encourage their students to organize
themselves into groups for the periodic
study of particular areas of Torah
literature.

FROM RESOLVE TO REALITY

Positive resolutions are strengthened by
being recorded in writing. Moreover, seeing
the recorded commitment of one’s friends
generates widening circles of enthusiasm.

It is therefore recommended that in each
congregation, educational institution or
association, cards should be printed for
distribution among all their members and
students. Anyone who undertakes to
organize or attend a Hakhel project can
then jot down his first name and his
mother’s name, his address and telephone
number, and his commitment to work for
the ideals of Hakhel 1t should be
understood that people filling out such
cards implicitly give permission that they
be contacted from time to time with regard
to the progress of their local projects and
with offers of help with educational
materials, for example, if needed.

Jewish organizations will no doubt lose
no time in mobilizing this effort. It would
then be advisable for individual groups to
combine with others so as to create an
overall body with a broadly-based sense of
solidarity, and with centralized listing and
effective publicity. Newspaper
advertisements could include mail-in
coupons.
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Since the purpose of Hakhel is not the
assembly in itself, but rather the
heightened awe of G-d that results from it
thereafter, the whole of that year is
permeated with the spirit of Hakhel.

A CALL TO ACTION

The opportunity beckons for everyone to
be involved in the spiritual mitzvah of
Hakhel at all times, in all places. Today, too,
every Jew is obligated to disseminate
Yiddishkeit by gathering together fellow
Jews and teaching them Torah and the awe
of G-d. And this must of course be done in a
spirit of true ahavas Yisrael and Jewish
unity.

Such initiatives are most appropriate in
the year of Hakhel, when the potential for
their success is great, because at this time
we are granted additional powers from
Above. The spiritual dynamics of the days
of old are then not only recalled in their
season; they are also brought into being.

Active involvement in Hakhelin our times
is not merely a matter of remembrance —
and for this reason we find that the Jewish
leaders of past generations did not organize
Hakhel gatherings after Shemitah. Rather,
we are speaking of the intrinsic, spiritual
spark of Hakhel, which today, too, must be
fanned in the spiritual sanctuary within

every Jew.
/.' Experience has shown that people are
enthusiastic when they are told how in

Temple times the coming year would be a
Hakhel year. Furthermore, in the spiritual
sense one can fulfill the mitzvah now, too,
by attending a Hakhel gathering which will
encourage its participants to stand in awe

of their Maker and which will foster Jewish
unity.

THE HAKHEL PLAN

At opportune times and on auspicious
days, such as Shabbos and festivals,
assemblies should be convened in an
atmosphere of sanctity to motivate Jewish
unity and the awe of Heaven, by means of
collective endeavors in Torah study, charity
and prayer.

Every individual who fits the role of
“king” in his/her sphere of influence — a
spiritual leader, mashpia, educator, parent,
and so on — and in fact anyone who can
generate a positive reaction in his fellow
Jews, whether relatives or friends, should
utilize such opportunities to foster the
goals of Hakhel.

At such gatherings Torah should be
taught with diligence and sincerity, so that
it will leave a lasting impression on
people’s daily lives from this Hakhelyear to
the next. An appropriate time to initiate
these joyous gatherings would be the
festival of Sukkos, the Season of our
Rejoicing, and they could then be continued
at least once a month throughout the year
of Hakhel.

HARMONIZING THE VOICES WITHIN

Just as individual Jews can be brought I
together to form cohesive communities, 6'\

every individual can organize his own
personal Hakhel — by marshaling and
harmonizing all the diverse faculties within
his own spiritual personality. He can gather
together the man, woman and child within
himself and instill in them the fear of G-d.
An individual’s leadership qualities,
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AKHEL IN OUR TIMES

The eternity of the Torah leaps over the
bounds of time and place. Hence, even
those mitzvos that are assigned exclusively
to Kohanim and Levites, or that are
restricted to the Temple precincts, also
have a spiritual content which may be
applied at all times, by all Jews.

Chassidus explains that every mitzvah
exists at three levels — thought, speech and
action. Thus, when a particular mitzvah
cannot be carried out physically in action, it
may still be fulfilled in the dimension of
speech or thought. Our daily prayers, for
example, were instituted to substitute for
the sacrifices. In the words of the prophet,
“We will render the prayer of our lips in
place of the sacrifice of bullocks.” For
prayer, which the Sages term “the service of
the heart,” is a corresponding form of
Divine service, except that it is fulfilled in
speech and thought.

Likewise, the Sages teach that when one
studies the laws relating to a sacrifice, this
is considered as if he had actually offered
the sacrifice, except that this mitzvah, too,
is fulfilled in the dimensions of speech and
thought

The commandment of Hakhel is singled
out in Sefer HaChinuch (Mitzvah 612 ) as “a
strong pillar and [source of] great honor for
our religion.” True, its physical observance
is suspended for the duration of the present
exile, but its spiritual content applies at all
times and at all places.

Moreover, whereas all the
commandments are comprised of the
revealed and the hidden, only the physical
aspect of the mitzvah is usually revealed,

while its inner meaning remains esoteric.
Hakhel however, is explicitly intended to
arouse an awe of G-d — and awe knows no
bounds of time or place.

In the days when the Beis HaMikdash
stood, the Hakhel assembly took place in its
courtyard. We have recently had occasion
to speak about the Torah’s command to
build a Sanctuary, which our Sages have
understood as including the obligation that
every individual Jew and Jewess construct a
mini-sanctuary within himself or herself.
Moreover, people have recently been urged
to sanctify their homes and environments
as mini-sanctuaries where the Divine
Presence may come to dwell.

Now, as we speak of the commandment to
muster the Jewish people in the Sanctuary
for the assembly of Hakhel these two
concepts — the personal sanctuary and the
environmental sanctuary — invigorate each
other: every Jew should endeavor to muster
a mini- Hakhel within himself and within his
environment.

THE HAKHEL YEAR

Though the historic Hakhel was observed
on one day in the holiday of Sukkos, the
concept applies throughout the year, and
the entire year is known as the Hakhelyear.

Likewise with the jubilee (Yovel) that was
celebrated every fifty years, when bondmen
returned to the freedom of their homes and
fields were restored to their original
owners. The Yovel year is so called even
though it centered around one high
moment — the sounding of the Shofar on
Yom Kippur.
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children — fused them into one united
community. And one prominent factor that
unified them was the fact that Hakhel
inspired an awe of G-d.

As far as the knowledge and
comprehension of the Torah are concerned,
there are Jews of all levels. When we speak
of awe, however, all Jews are on the same
humble level. Awe brings about self-
nullification: as people of different levels
become increasingly aware of the awesome
presence of G-d, they become less
preoccupied with their own individual
worth and relative status.

This was the degree of awe that the
revelation of Divinity at Sinai engendered.
Echoing this experience, the goal of the
Hakhel assembly was not so much to
increase knowledge as to nurture the awe
and fear of Heaven. And, just as at Sinai, this
awe dwarfed the people’s preoccupations
with their individual differences and
relative worth, and brought together all
levels and all types of Jews.

At the Hakhel assembly the Torah was not
read to the people by members of the
Sanhedrin, who would normally be
responsible to teach them. It was read out
by the king, for it is the fear of G-d that is
taught at Hakhel, and only the king, before
whom the people stand in awe and fear, can
bring them to sincere submission. Besides,
since the king is the “heart of the

congregation of Israel,” it is he who welds
them into a cohesive unit, imbuing them
with a fear of G-d and the acceptance of the
yoke of Heaven.

HAKHEL FOLLOWS THE SHEMITAH YEAR

It now becomes obvious why the Hakhel
assembly always followed the year of
Shemitah. During Shemitah, which was a
Shabbos year — a year of rest — all
agricultural work was suspended. In this
way the fallow year proclaimed G-d’s sole
sovereignty over all existence — man
rested, the earth rested, and the produce of
the earth  was ownerless. This
relinquishment of mortal self-assertion in
the Shemitah year expressed the people’s
awe of G-d, as a foretaste of the awe which
they were soon to experience at the Hakhel
assembly.

Indeed, we find that the year following
Shemitah is referred to as coming “at the
end of seven years” and not “in the eighth
year,” thus highlighting the connection
between the year of Shemitah and the year
of Hakhel.

During the year of Shemitah the people
could devote themselves to spiritual
pursuits. Even field workers, when given
the opportunity to be free during Shemitah,
“will be awakened to seek G-d.” And indeed,
the Shemitah year enabled the people at
large to devote increased time and
attention to their Divine service, whether
through Torah study, through prayer, or
through  the  observance of the
commandments. And the upgraded
closeness to G-d, which they now shared !
with all their contemporaries, in turn 6'\
intensified their sense of unity as His !
people.

The Shemitah year thus served as a fitting
preparation for the awe and unity which
the mass pilgrimage of Hakhelaroused.
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Today, too, that message can be passed on
by everyone.

WHAT IS THE MITZVAH OF HAKHEL?
Rampbam defines it in these words:

It is a positive commandment to assemble
the entire Jewish people, men, women, and
children, after the close of every Shemitah
year, when they have gone up [to
Jerusalem] to make the pilgrimage, and in
their hearing to read passages from the
Torah that will vitalize their observance of
the commandments and fortify them in the
true religion. As it is written, “At the end of
every seven years, at the appointed time of
the Shemitah year, in the festival of Sukkos,
when all Israel have come to appear [before
the L-rd your G-d in the place which He
shall choose, you shall read this Torah
before all of Israel and in their hearing].
Assemble the people, the men and the
women and the little ones, and your
stranger who is within your gates...”

Rambam further explains the details:

When did they read? At the close of the
first festive day of the Festival of Sukkos,
which is the beginning of the intermediate,
semi-festive days of the festival, in the
eighth year.

It is the king who reads in their hearing;
and the reading took place in the Court of
-0 the Women....

How does he read? Trumpets are sounded
throughout Yerushalayim to assemble the
people and a large dais of wood is brought
and set up in the middle of the Court of the
Women. The king ascends and sits there so
that they may hear his reading...

This mitzvah was observed only while the
Beis HaMikdash stood and “the Jewish
people dwelled upon their land.” With the
Destruction and the exile, it fell into disuse.

ONE GOAL

The goal of this assembly was to inspire
all those present with an awe of G-d. The
Torah states this explicitly:

...so that they will hear, and learn to stand
in awe of the L-rd your G-d, and vigilantly
observe all the words of this Torah. And
their children who do not know will hear,
and will learn to stand in awe of the L-rd
your G-d, as long as you live in the land...

Likewise Rambam explains:

As for proselytes who are not
knowledgeable, they must ready their
hearts and alert their ears to listen with
dread and awe and with trembling joy, as
on the day that [the Torah] was given on
Sinai. Even great scholars who know the
entire Torah must listen with the utmost
devout attention.., for Scripture ordained
[this reading] solely for the strengthening
of true religion.

The intent of that memorable gathering,
as Rambam goes on to say, was that every
man, woman and child, every proselyte and
every scholar present — regard himself as
though the Torah had been commanded to
him at that moment, and as though he now
heard it from the mouth of the Almighty, for
the king is an ambassador to proclaim the
words of G-d.

JEWISH UNITY

In addition, this massive assembly of all
the Jewish people — men, women and
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THE YEAR OF HAKHEL
THEN AND NOW

In ancient times, when the Beis HaMikdash stood atop the Temple Mount, the Jewish
people would converge on Jerusalem once every seven years to fulfill the mitzvah of
Hakhel There, as the king read out selected passages of the Torah, they would all relive the
experience of the Giving of the Torah at Sinai. They were then ready to return to their
homes, having revitalized their reverence for the Giver of the Torah.

Eventually, however, the Beis HaMikdash was destroyed. Over 1900 years passed by,
and even in observant circles the mitzvah of Hakhelwas spoken about very little.

Then, in the year 5741 (1980), Hakhel sprang into life. That year, for the first time, the
Rebbe delivered a sichah after Maarivevery evening of Sukkos. Drawing on the wellsprings
of Chassidus, the Rebbe explained what makes Sukkos the Season of our Rejoicing. As soon
as that talk was over, night after night, all the chassidim present went outside and danced
with gusto in the streets of Crown Heights. This sequence became an annual custom.

With the approach of Sukkos seven years later, in the year 5748 (1987), the theme of
Hakhel appeared prominently in many of the Rebbe’s talks and letters. In response, in
excited anticipation of Sukkos, an even greater number of chassidim than usual, from all
around the world, decided to spend the month of Tishrei at “770.”

During that period, predictably, the Rebbe demanded action. Specifically, he urged his
listeners to learn a lesson from the mitzvah of Hakhel — to reach out to their fellow Jews
and assemble them in appropriate settings to teach them Torah and instill in them an awe
of G-d. The directives the Rebbe issued on those occasions were summarized and published
in 5748, and were edited afresh for publication in the present essay.

A TASTE OF SINAI Sinai. They were then ready to return to
their homes, having revitalized their

In ancient times, when the PBeis )
reverence for the Giver of the Torah.

HaMikdash stood atop the Temple Mount,
the Jewish people would converge on The Torah is eternal. Thus, even when the
Jerusalem once every seven years — in  physical frame of the Beis HaMikdash is no
addition to the three pilgrim festivals of Jonger visible on the Temple Mount, the
every year — to fulfill the mitzvah of  spiritual message of the Hakhel assemblage
Hakhel. There, as the king read out selected  continues eternally to inspire Jews
passages of the Torah, they would all relive everywhere.

he experience of the Giving of the Torah at
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of people but the stories that he told were
like lanterns that illuminated the way.

One time, he was invited to speak at a big
campus in Boulder, Colorado where his
daughter, Mrs. Scheiner, is a shlucha. 800
people were present when he thanked the
son of Mr. Sugihara who had saved him and
his family. He emotionally told about what
European Jewry went through. He made
such a powerful impression on the
audience that for many of them this was the
turning point that led to their return to
Judaism.

Yiras Shamayim was an inseparable part
of him even in the hardest moments. One of
his neighbors who was the first to discover
him after he had his stroke saw him lying
on the floor with his hand holding his
yarmulke so that it wouldn’t fall off.

R’ Gershon Chanowitz passed away on 2
Av 5773/2013 at the age of 91. His
children are: Mrs. Elki Elbaum of Boro Park,
R’ Moshe of Montreal, Mrs. Shifi Kohl of
Boro Park, R’ Bentzion, shliach in

Monticello, Mrs. Esti Fishman of Boro Park,

Mrs. Simi Schtroks, shlucha in Surrey, BC, R’
Sruli Chanowitz of Monsey, and Mrs. Chani
Scheiner, shlucha in Boulder, Colorado.

HE HAD FORESIGHT

When the Rebbe published the sifrei
maamarim 5700-5711, he kept demanding
speedy work. The editors worked nonstop
in order to keep up the pace. In light of
that, R* Moshe Leib Rodstein, thinking
ahead, had already prepared the Seifer
HaMaamarim 5699. Some of the
maamarim were printed from a copy
preserved by R’ Shmuel Avrohom
Chanowitz, R’ Gershon’s brother who had
died.

The Rebbe did not ask that it be printed
until the middle of the Shloshim of R’
Moshe Leib and the secretary told the
Rebbe that R’ Rodstein had already
prepared it. The Rebbe asked where it was
and since R’ Gershon had it, he was given a
yechidus in order to give it to the Rebbe.
The Rebbe said that R’ Moshe Leib should
have a luminous Gan Eden.
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uncle build a mikva in the nearby shul and
worked as a shochet.

Gershon and Leah opened their home to
guests. He was also involved in one of the
first gemachs in Lubavitch together with his
friend Yochanan Gordon and later with
Shimon Goldman.

R’ Gershon rose
morning. Before leaving the house and
going to sh’chita (around 5:00) he would
review the laws of sh’chita. Even on his
days off, he would get up early to learn
other things, a practice he continued even
after he retired. The early morning hours
were the best time for him to learn.

very early every

R’ Gershon learned all his life. Since he
had an “eishes chayil” who pushed him to
learn, he had a chavrusa for Gemara in the
middle of the day and another shiur in the
evening. He went through Shas a number
of times. He learned Torah Ohr and
Likkutei Torah regularly. He remembered a
lot of Tanach by heart from his youth and
always enjoyed a good svara or deep,
learned chiddush. He was very close with
distinguished rabbanim including the rav of
Crown Heights, R’ Zalman Shimon Dworkin,
R’ Berel Rivkin, R’ Teitz, and the Admurim
of Tzeilim, Bobov, and Novominsk.

He particularly testing his
children and grandchildren and talking to

enjoyed

them in learning. He always tried to add to
their geshmak and chayus in learning and
would closely follow their progress in
learning.

He stayed far away from disputes. If an
argument began relating to community
politics, he stayed out of the discussion. He
was respected by his friends and peers and
was known as a straight person, simple,
goodhearted, someone who cared, and a
yerei Shamayim. These characteristics and
the respect he gave everyone enabled him
to make connections with Jews from other
religious groups. He was even asked to
review Chassidus in shuls of other groups.

He was very responsible financially and
never took anything from anyone. He
taught his family to live simply and to live
within their means. At a certain point in his
life he was involved for a number of years
in selling insurance and mutual funds.
Some of his customers lost money from
their investment so R’ Gershon took on
extra jobs in order to repay his customers.

Someone who had just arrived from Eretz
Yisroel and did not have medical insurance
asked him for help in obtaining medical
care for his foot. R’ Gershon went out of his
way to help him meet the best doctors and
to go through the treatment successfully.

MOVING SPEECH

R’ Gershon often used his oratorical
abilities to yiras
Shamayim. He would describe the Jewish
home of old and tell tales of tzaddikim that
he heard from Chassidim of previous

strengthen people’s

generations. In his speeches he drew his
audience into another world, into a world
Many Jews were
inspired by his talks. He made no demands

that no longer exists.
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relationship between the bachurim of the
two yeshivos was very friendly.

During the war, the news they received in
Shanghai was meager. After the war,
Gershon wrote to friends and family and
asked them repeatedly for information
about his parents. He finally realized that
they had been murdered around 19 Av
1942 by the cursed Germans.

EXEMPTING THE REBBE

After the war, R’ Gershon went to America
without most of his family and began a new
life on his own. Although for years he was
unable to deal with memories of the
suffering of the Holocaust, he succeeded in
tapping into tremendous inner powers. He
lived his life without excuses, trying to
attain whatever he could. He had a sort of
inner drive, perhaps to compensate for the
tremendous loss of the previous

generation.

The Rebbe Rayatz sent R’ Wineberg to
welcome those arriving in S Francisco.
There was also a large delegation which
welcomed them at the train station in New
York. Among them was R’ Yochanan
Gordon who was a friend of the family from
Dokshitz. When R’ Yochanan saw his friend
he ran to hug him but R’ Gershon, in his
humility, did not understand what the big
deal was about.

Immediately upon arriving in New York
he joined the yeshiva in 770. In his first
years there, he went many times to

fundraise for the yeshiva. He had the gift of

oratory which he used when he spoke in
shuls about the importance of a Jewish
chinuch and Jewish life. He then began
working in sh’chita in Rock Island, Illinois
and other places.

Some years later he began devoting time
to shidduchim. In America after the war he
was a rare specimen. There weren’t many
religious bachurim at that time with full
beards.

His wedding took place on 11 Kislev
5711. Since it was in the middle of the year
of mourning for the Rebbe Rayatz, the
Rebbe did not take part in his wedding, but
at the farbrengen on the Shabbos of the
oifruf, the Rebbe said an entire sicha about
the aliya I'Torah of the chassan.

The morning after the wedding, R’
Gershon went into 770 for Shacharis and
did not say the
SheHechiyanu blessing on his new tallis. He
asked R’ Shmuel Levitin who suggested that
he ask the Rebbe who would be coming
soon. When the Rebbe arrived and heard
the question, he said, “Since you ask, that
shows that it is precious to you. You can
make a SheHechiyanu on something that is
precious. At my wedding I did not say it
because the Rebbe did not tell me to. Say a
SheHechiyanu and exempt me too.”

know whether to

TORAH, AVODA, GEMILUS CHASADIM

Some years after he was married, R’
Gershon bought his first house on President
Street near Franklin Avenue. He helped his
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On 2 Shevat 5701 he arrived by train in
Vladivostok and from there took a ship to
Kobe, Japan where he joined Yeshivas
Tomchei T'mimim which had opened
there. After a few months, the talmidim of
the yeshiva were expelled and R’ Gershon
moved with the yeshiva to Shanghai. There
he continued learning diligently despite the
physical hardships that plagued the
talmidim. He excelled in his learning and R’

distance with him to make sure the patient
ate on Yom Kippur, and Rebbetzin Kotler
(engaged to and later the wife of R’ Shneur)
translated for them what the doctors said.
R’ Gershon paid her back later on when she
was seasick on the ship to America and he
made sure she had the right food and
medication. She was forever grateful to
him for that.

Since he wasn't in

Meir Ashkenazi, who
was the rav of the
Khilla in Shanghai,
tested him and gave i A

him smicha. l ]

While in Shanghai, the
young Gershon served
as father and mother to
his brothers who
remained without their
parents
any other relatives. His
had
transit visas to Japan

and without

uncles received
and then received visas
for the US and had sailed to S Francisco.
Chabad was given nine visas at that time,
but these visas were given to bachurim who
were there longer and they were sent, by
the Rebbe’s instruction, to start Tomchei
T’mimim in Montreal.

When his brother was stricken with an
eye disease, R’ Gershon worked very hard
to deal with the doctors and hospitals to
have him cured. He was helped by some of
the Jewish like the

mshinover Rebbe who walked the long

leaders there

yeshiva during his
illness, R’ Gershon'’s
brother did not

receive his small
food allotment.
Gershon obtained

money for him so he
could buy food and
subsist. He did this
for his sister too,
who was not yet mar
ried.

His help to Fruma
was not just with
money. He helped her find a shidduch.
Since Lubavitcher bachurim were relatively
young and the Mirrer bachurim were older,
the shidduch was made with R’ Michel
Berenbaum, a Mirrer talmid and later the
Mesivta Tiferes
Yerushalayim. The wedding meal was in

mashgiach in

the home of the mashgiach of the Mirrer
R’ Yechezkel
Gershon was given the honor of saying

yeshiva, Levenstein, and
divrei Torah at the Sheva brachos meal. In

general, during those bleak times, the
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church for two days, without food and
water. In the end, the cursed Germans gave
each person one cup of water. R’ Gershon
took the cup and used half of it for netilas
yadayim.

R’ Gershon tried to avoid the German
soldiers. He managed to get to Druya
where his uncle was the rav. His uncle
found someone to smuggle him across the
Dvina River.

After a short pause at his parents’ house,
he continued his travels and arrived in
Vilna where refugees from Lubavitch had
gathered and restarted the yeshiva in the
shul where it had been located before the
war.

R’ Chaim Ozer Grodzenski, who was in
charge of the Vaad Hatzala in Vilna, helped
the yeshiva during those months. For
Pesach, he helped them buy a set of keilim
(pots and plates) out of respect for the
Chabad custom of not koshering utensils
used for chametz on Pesach. When R’
Chaim Ozer passed away, refugees who
included bachurim from Tomchei T'mimim
watched over his body.

Since he came from a family of shochtim
and was familiar with the profession, he
began learning the laws of sh’chita in his
free time with an older man in Vilna,
together with R’ Yosef Wineberg. When R’
Yehoshua Isaac, the Rosh Yeshiva, reported
this to the Rebbe, the Rebbe answered:

Yosef and Gershon’s study of sh’chita is
most proper.

A SURVIVOR

The situation in Vilna deteriorated for the
Jews in 1941. R’ Gershon miraculously
found out that in Kona it was possible to get
a transit visa to Japan even though Japan
was an ally of the Nazis. The Japanese
consul in Kovna, Mr. Sugihara, was a
righteous gentile. He issued thousands of
these transit visas which enabled numerous
Jews to escape to Japan. The numbers show
the miracle that R’ Gershon had: Transit
visa #1785 was for himself, #1836 was for
his sister Fruma, #1841 was for his brother
Shmuel Avrohom, and #2027 was for his
brother Yisroel. The last transit visa was
#2139.

Over 2000 transit visas were produced
but about 6000 (possibly 10,000) Jews left.
The method was to turn every transit visa
into a family visa. R’ Gershon managed to
make his way home to his parents and
suggested that they join the trip to Kobe,
Japan, but they were too fearful to join in
this took the Pischei
T’shuva from his parents’ house and that is
what he learned. He also took a Torah
scroll (which was later confiscated at the
Russian border) and an old typewriter
which was used to print the Rebbe’s
maamarim. The typewriter survived and
arrived with him in New York.

journey.  He
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Then he moved to the zal where he heard
shiurim from R’ Dovid Teiblum (Dovid
Ricker) who was later appointed Admur of
Kotzk.

R’ Gershon learned with much chayus
both in Nigleh
developed a close relationship with the
teachers and mashpiim. Throughout the
entire time that he learned in Vilna and
Otvotzk he did not go home. Aside from the
fact that he did not have the money to pay
for the trip, he had another good reason to
stay - his uncle, R® Moshe Leib Rodstein,
was the Rebbe’s secretary and lived near
him. When the Rebbe would eat the Yom
Tov meals with a minyan of Chassidim,
young Gershon was allowed in, thanks to
his uncle. Pesach night he would repeat the
divrei Torah that he heard from the Rebbe
in those years. He would repeat them word
for word with the special niggun that the
Rebbe used.

and Chassidus and

R’ Yechezkel
allowed him to

(Chatshe) Feigin also
attend the Rebbe’s
minyanim more readily because he was
related to R’ Rodstein. R’ Chatshe’s son was
one of his very good friends in those days.
R’ Gershon also spent time with Chassidim
like R’ Itche der Masmid (who was a
relative) and heard their farbrengens.

Erev Sukkos, R’ Itche asked him to help
him bind the four minim in the sukka since
he found it hard to do it himself. To repay
him for his help, he learned with him the
maamer, “U’shavtem Mayim” in Likkutei

Torah. Until the end of his life R’ Gershon
had a special chayus in this maamer.

In those days, he loved to learn Ketzos,
Nesivos, and the Avnei Nezer on Friday
night. One time, the mashgiach, R’ Berel
Kurenitzer passed by and noticed that he
was learning Nigleh. After a few minutes he
came back and told R’ Gershon to review a
maamer on Shabbos. This was very short
notice, for usually they told a bachur way
earlier.

The way it was in yeshiva was that there
were a number of bachurim who would
review a maamer and each of them would
have a group to whom they said the
maamer. Among those who listened to R’
Gershon was R’ Berel Kurenitzer who came
to ascertain that he knew the maamer
despite the short notice.

WHAT TO DO WITH ONE CUP OF WATER

Toward the end of 5699, the peaceful
atmosphere in yeshiva was disturbed by
the bombing of German planes. The
yeshiva immediately disbanded. Many of
the Polish bachurim returned home. The
five American bachurim who had just
arrived returned home as soon as possible.
Gershon walked alongside the horse and
wagon that carried the Rebbe’s belongings
to Warsaw where the Rebbe told the
bachurim to go north.

The Germans had already conquered
Poland and began imposing their tyranny.
On one of his journeys, R’ Gershon was
locked up along with many other Jews in a




1YW 97TR 373 IWIMW-PNY PRIVIN INHDWA 1NWN

of their proximity to the border and opted
instead to continue to Glubokoe which was
considered safer.

Elka was the youngest child of Shmuel
Avrohom Hellman. Her brother, R’ Chaim
Meir, is known as the author of Beis Rebbi.
Her other brother, R’ Moshe, was a well-
known rav. Elka was also
a wise woman. R’ Itche
der Masmid would talk to
her in learning and R’
Yosef Wineberg said she
was considered a

lamdanis.

The couple wrote to the
Rebbe often, albeit not
always for themselves.
At that time, most Jewish
women and even many
men could not read and
When they
wanted to write a letter
to the Rebbe, they asked
R’ Bentzion or his wife to

write.

write for them.

R’ Gershon was one of ten children. He
studied with the famous melamed, Yosse
Tishes (who passed away when R’ Gershon
was 12). The Nach that he learned by R’
Yosse remained with him forever.

Then his father sent him to Dokshitz
because he felt that the melamed there
would be better for him. The distance from
Glubokoe to Dokshitz is not far, just thirty
kilometers, but in those days, because of

the poor condition of the roads, it would
take half a day to get there.

R’ Gershon learned in Dokshitz until he
was bar mitzva. His bar mitzva celebration
was typical of those days. His family was
sick with typhus and in quarantine so they
could not attend the simcha. His mother
sent kugel and his father
sent money so he could
buy some mashke and
cake.
celebrated in shul with a
minyan of Jews, without
gifts, without a seudas
mitzva and without all
the frills that
characterize bar mitzva
celebrations today.

The event was

IN TOMCHEI TMIMIM
IN OTVOTZK

A few months after his
bar mitzva, he
home and after Pesach he
left for Vilna to learn in the Lubavitcher
yeshiva there. His name appears in the list
of students in the second class on 25 Sivan
5696/1936. His teachers were R’ Gustman,
R’ Ushpal, and R’ Yehuda Eber.

went

A year later, before Tishrei 5698/1937,
he went to Warsaw and from there to
Otvotzk in order to learn in Yeshivas
Tomchei T’'mimim near the Rebbe’s court.
The Rebbe lived a half kilometer from the
yeshiva. R’ Gershon began learning in the
youngest class where he was taught by R’
Yehuda Eber and R’ Boruch Friedman.
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A PASSIONATE CHASSID

The Kallah’s grandfather, R’ Gershon Chanowitz, learned in Yeshivos
Tomchei T'mimim in Poland and America and was saved from the
clutches of the Nazis. He established a beautiful Chassidic home and
was an example of a Chassid, Yerei Shamayim, and Lamdan in his
community.

Although Glubokoe was small, district
government offices were located there and
in contrast to the majority of villages in the
area, it had electricity. Most of the Jews
lived in the center of town while the
wealthy people lived in villas on the
outskirts. The town had a large market
which was visited by people from the
surrounding  villages.The Chassid R’
Gershon Chanowitz was born in Glubokoe
in the Vitebsk region around Chanuka
5681/1920. The small town which today
belongs to White Russia (Belarus) was
located at that time on the Polish-Russian
border and exchanged hands every few
years between the Poles, the Lithuanians,
and the Russians. The town had a
decidedly Jewish character - a census of the
year he was born shows 63% Jews in the
town’s population. Glubokoe is
mentioned in the listings of the Vaad Arba

even

Aratzos.

Glubokoe was a bastion of religious

Zionism and also had a Chabad community.
here were four Chabad shuls that were

divided according to the various Chabad
strains (Liadi, Strashela, and Lubavitch).
One of them even had a second-room for
the davening of the ovdim, a mainstay of a
Chabad shul. There were two rabbanim in
the town, one Litvish and the other
Lubavitch.

R’ Gershon’s parents were Bentzion and
Elka. R’ Bentzion was a distinguished
shochet. In those days, the position of
shochet was honorable and influential like
the position of a rav. He inherited his
position from his father, R’ Yisroel, who
immigrated to the town from Sloboda (a
town in Russia where many Kopust
Chassidim lived). R’ Bentzion was also
known as a representative of the Rebbe
Rayatz in the town.

Their home was known among the
Chassidim who smuggled over the border
place of refuge. There
Lubavitcher communities in Disna and
Dokshitz that were closer to the border, but
refugees were afraid to hide there because

as a were
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The half-shekalim were given for the census
of the Jewish people. A census emphasizes the
importance possessed by
individual. Together with that emphasis,
however, comes the concept that every Jew’s
true existence is bound up with that of his
Only when he fulfills the
mitzvah “Love your fellow man as yourself,” can

unique each

fellow man.

he reach his own individual fulfillment.

The Alter Rebbe highlights the importance of
these concepts by placing the
declaration, “Behold 1 accept upon myself the
fulfillment of the mitzvah ‘Love your fellow
man as yourself, ” at the very beginning of the
prayer service.

The half-shekalimwere used to bring the
communal offerings on behalf of the entire
Jewish people. Herein there was also an
emphasis on completion and perfection, for the
offerings and the utensils used to bring them
were required to be “perfect and complete.”

This also serves as an allusion to the
imminence of the time when we will again
bring these offerings in the perfect and
complete Beis  HaMikdash, “the  Sanctuary
of G-d established by Your hands.” At that time,
the communal sacrifices again be
purchased from the half-shekalimwhich the
Jews will give.

will

Although we are in exile at present, we can
still perform a service representative of the
giving of the half-shekalim, giving to tzedakah.
Indeed, it is customary to give three half
shekalim to tzedakah before Purim. This
custom is surely fulfilled by those who are 20
years old and even those who are merely Bar
Mitzvah. And it is fitting that children be
trained in its fulfillment and that they give of
(Their

heir own funds for this purpose.

parents, in turn, should help them so that they
can make these gifts without feeling strained.)

And these gifts will hasten the coming of the
time when, as mentioned at the beginning
of Parshas Shekalim, “the heads of the Jewish
people will be uplifted.” Similarly, as the
of Parshas Ki  Sisamentions,
Moshe’s face will shine.

conclusion

Since there is “a spark of Moshe within every
Jew,” this phenomenon will be reflected in the
countenance of every Jewish man, woman, and
child in the Era of the Redemption. Their faces
will shine and then, there will be no need for a
veil, for G-d’s essence will be revealed
throughout the world.

May this take place in the immediate future
and may it be hastened by the distribution of
money to be given to tzedakahat present, for
Friday is a day particularly appropriate for
giving tzedakah. And most importantly, the
present time is particularly appropriate,
indeed, the most appropriate time that could
be, for the coming of the Redemption.

Then “Moshe will gather,” i.e, Moshe, “the
first redeemer and the ultimate redeemer,” will
gather every single Jewish man, woman, and
child, “a great congregation shall return there.”
And we will proceed “with our youth and with
our elders...
daughters” to Eretz Yisrael, to Jerusalem, and to
the Third (and threefold) Beis HaMikdash. May
this take place in the immediate future.

with our sons and with our
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We're currently experiencing a foretaste

of Kibbutz Galuyot

Free translation from the talks of the Rebbe - Eve of the 24th of Adar ] 5752
(1992)

1. Our Rabbis taught, “Begin with blessing.”
The greatest blessing possible is the fulfillment
of the promise alluded to in this
week’s Torah reading, Parshas  Vayakhel, that
the Jews be gathered in from all four corners of
the world.

And a foretaste of this is already being
experienced at present, for Jews from many
different nations are gathering together in our
Holy Land. Furthermore, this ingathering of
exiles is being carried out “with mercy and
kindness.” Instead of having to secretly flee
from those countries, the Jews are being
allowed to leave openly.

There are still countries where Jews are not
granted permission to emigrate and they must
flee under shades of concealment. Moreover,
this flight endangers their safety. Nevertheless,
the ingathering of those Jews who are allowed
to reach Eretz Yisraelin a peaceful manner has
a positive effect on the status of those
whose aliyahat present involves danger. The
influences generated ensure that
ultimately, these Jews will also be released from
danger and reach Eretz Yisraelwhere they can
live with prosperity and peace of mind. And this
is reflected in the manner in which the present
immigrants

spiritual

to Eretz  Yisraelhave found

prosperity and peace of mind when compared
to the circumstances prevailing in the countries
from which they have left.

Every concept present in the world at large
must also be reflected in microcosm within the
personal world of every individual Jew and
applied in his divine service. Similarly, the
concept of gathering in the dispersed members
of our people must be reflected in a inner
process of gathering in and unification, binding
together our ten different conscious powers
and unifying them as a single holy entity.

This is alluded to in the Torah reading of the
previous week, Parshas Ki Sisa, which is also
directly related to the Torah reading of the
present week, for the first passages of
that parshahare read again this
as Parshas Shekalim. That portion relates how
“atonement for one’s soul” is attained by giving
“ten gerah.”Nevertheless, these ten gerahare
[half of] “a holy shekel”

week

Furthermore, beyond the ingathering of one’s
own potentials, there is also a direct allusion to
the importance of joining together with other
Jews in the spirit of “Love your fellow man as
yourself.” For a Jew is required to give only a
half-shekel, and indeed, is forbidden to give
more, “The rich may not give morel... than a
half-shekel”

What is the reason for this command? To
teach us that our ten soul powers are only half
a shekeland in order to be a complete entity,
one must join together with another Jew.
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FORWARD

B"H

23 Adar 15776 - HAKHEL YEAR!

With thanks to the Al-mighty, and great joy, we would like to thank you for joining us
to in celebrating this momentous day, as we rejoice at the marriage of our dear children
Mendy and Sara Rochel. May they be zoche to all the berochos of the Rebbeim, and all the
berochos and merits of their illustrious forbears. May their lives be blessed with an
abundance of good health, happiness and success in all of their endeavors, both physical
and spiritual.

It has become customary - based on the Rebbe’s wedding practice - to share with
family and guests a Teshura - a memento.

Included are:

1. Free translation from the talks of the Rebbe - Eve of the 24th of Adar I, 5752 (1992)
- 24 years from tonight! (Printed with permission from S.LE)

2. ‘A PASSIONATE CHASSID’ - Biography of R’ Gershon Chanowitz, the Kallah’s
grandfather (from the Beis Moshiach Magazine)

3. ‘THE YEAR OF HAKHEL - THEN AND NOW’ - an essays on the year of Hakhel by
S.LE.

We thank everyone for joining us in our simcha, and we hope to share many more
with all of you.

It is our heartfelt prayer that in the merit of bringing joy and happiness to the Chosson
and Kallah, we will merit to the greatest joy of all, the celebrating of the rebuilding of the
Beis Hamikdosh, with the revelation of the Rebbe Melech Moshiach, speedily in our days!

The Turen and Scheiner Families




.2 3PN

3 ona X I 2D 1oXRY oY

L ‘
27D BY NNPRY APID S5TpY : won .uw'\ww?(:
’ WP 10N -~
qOP T CRDT L .. M .35 PIB RN N3 g

BOR TR NP MY RUIRIDI AN VYA DA P A
Y2 M1 03 VIR RYID R PRIZDY SRV

RN 1w PY 27N X770 INTR PTIR] R¥Y NIV T RPIVORIRDY
5V K"MW 0NN INTR P DWIW 'R ITR 22 HW D1 DR’ DANDO DIPn
J9W "vIDN D1 01N 190 193

TWIW D12 0YRY 1Y 12700 NIHN DR YaPH 13T PI0IOT R HRIMN
0"NWN DM

Hayom Yom: 23 Adar |

Sunday 23 Adar | 5703
Torah lessons: Chumash: Vayakheil, first parsha with Rashi.
Tehillim: 108-112.

Tanya: Ch. 32. Acting upon (p. 145)...great and small. (p.
145).

Rabbis and scholars are called the "eyes of the community"
and "heads of the thousands of Israel," and when the head is
healthy, the body is then also healthy.
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