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— Document 4 —
The Czar’s Order of Release'**

Do inform Lord Bulgakov the High Order of His Royal Highness, that the Czar did not
find in the behavior of the Jews who established the Karliner sect anything that can be
harmful to the state, nor any degeneracy or anything else that can disrupt the general calm.
So he ordered to release them all, assuming that they cannot find anything suspicious in their

conduct or intentions that are against the well-being of the state ...

They need to be strictly supervised, particularly regarding the contacts between them and
their correspondences. Also do find out if the suspicious information was only in spoken

words or also in writing.
I was granted permission from the higher authorities to write this.!>

I conclude, 16 November 1798 [19 Kislev 5559]

“Tlogonerr nencwarmosy 135 Quains nognn.
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THE CZAR'S ORDER TO RELEASE THE ALTER REBBE,
WRITTEN BY HIS PERSONAL SECRETARY

154 This order was inscribed at the end of the summary report about the case, submitted by Lupokhin to the
Czar. The writing is apparently the dictation of the Czar’s secretary of what the Czar told him to write.

155 This is possibly the Czar’s personal secretary vouching that this is a direct order.
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charming and smooth talk in order that they possibly give him money there. Yet there too

they did not give him as much money as he wanted. So he rode off from there with deflated

spirit'¥” — this was a long time ago — and he never returned there anymore.

Mr. Aharon!®s passed away more than twenty five years ago, and Mr. Shlomo also passed
away a long time ago;'* so I do not know why they bring up their names to me, for I have

never visited them.'>

I will convey the rest of the information orally.!!
Yours,
Zalman son of Baruch

A short petition and a most sincere open plea to the ministers, may their glory be exalted
for ever on high: Do treat me with the attributes of kindness and mercy, and instruct the
translator into Russian, that before he copies it onto white paper, that he send me a final
draft’>? in order that it be read to me first,!> for with even a slight change of vocabulary the

entire idea can change, heaven forbid. Please do so.

147 Le., disappointed. See Mishnah Rosh Hashanah 2:6.

148 Rabbi Aharon of Karlin (1736-1772), Founder of the Karlin chasidic dynasty. See footnote 66 above.

149 More than six years before, in 1792 (accidentally shot to death in Ludmir by a Russian cossack during the
Polish-Russian War).

150 Though this is technically true (that he did not visit them in Karlin), the AR was acquainted with them
both, especially when they were students of the Magid. On more than one issue, Rabbi Shlomo and the AR did
not see eye to eye.

151 Apparently, the Rebbe was willing to submit himself once more to a cross-examination, despite the less
than successful first round of Q and A. He may have just wanted to add some minor easy-to-communicate
details.

152 Literally: the black. Black in Russian is Chernovik, which also means Copy.

153 To make sure it is an accurate translation. There was much concern from the chasidim that this
manuscript — which was to be sent for translation to Vilna, the hotbed of misnagdim, of all places — will be
intercepted by misnagdim and deliberately altered in order to change its meaning and misconstrue the Rebbe’s
position (see, e.g., the discussion of this in Beis Rebi). This was a well-founded worry, since the misnagdim were
already suspected for years of intentionally modifying chasidic manuscripts to change its meaning in
unfavorable ways.
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many letters from others besides me — yet moreover,’® what is my fault in all this? I did not

ask them to steal, heaven forbid! Nevertheless, I will pay double-fold to all who will state as
such with honesty before the law, as mentioned above!® — for, in addition to myself,

everyone throughout all our states know that this is not so.

If, however, this still runs counter to the will of the Czar, may his glory be honored, then
certainly far be it from me'¥! to raise my hand to write any document of recommendation
from this day forward — not even a single letter.'? And as for the past, I have tremendous
trust in the abundant benevolence of the all-merciful Czar, may his glory be exalted; for

forgiveness resides with him.!4

-23-
[THE RABBI OF VOLPA’S HEART TURNED TO HATRED, AND I NEVER VISITED RABBIS AHARON
AND SHLOMO OF KARLIN]

Regarding that individual from Volpa'# — it is known and made public to all that he
wanted to be a very prominent rabbi that people travel to from all the towns in order to hear
his sermons, and that they give him for this a great deal of money, saying that he preaches
better than his colleague from his same city, Mr. Shlomo.*> He would also make the rounds
through an array of other places and deliver many sermons and demand much money from

them.

Because they did not appoint him as a rabbi anywhere and did not give him as much

money as he wanted, his heart turned to hatred,'*® and he traveled to Vilna where he used

139 Even if they did steal.

140 Chapter 18.

141 Samuel 1T 20:20.

142 Letter of the alphabet.

143 From Psalms 130:4.

144 The matter of the Volper Rabbi is described by the Governor of Lithuania, Bulgakov, in his letter dated 30
August 1798, Appendix A (printed in HaMa’asar HaRishon. The relevant part reads: “The assistant Rabbi of
Volpa, driven by intense jealousy — for he quarreled with the Jews Aaron and Solomon [the Rebbes of Karlin],
and his honor and reputation was defamed by them in public — came to Vilna, to Elias [the Vilna Gaon], who
was then in advanced age [...] and informed him about the Jewish sect in Karlin that was established by his
opponents Aaron and Solomon.”

The identity of this anonymous rabbi and the events that eventually led to his spiritual downfall and
becoming a “fallen man” (nofel) has been a topic of intrigue for historians and chasidim for many generations.
See, for example, Mundshine in Kerem Chabad and HaMa’asar HoRishon, where he probes this at length. He was
recently identified by some as Rabbi Chaim ben Karpil (see Levin in Igros Kodesh, new edition).

145 Or: Master Shlomo. This is Rabbi Shlomo of Karlin (1738-1792). At one point, they both lived in Karlin.
Rabbi Shlomo was the successor of Rabbi Aharon of Karlin (see 2 footnotes below).

146 From Psalms 105:25.
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flesh do not hide,”13 Heaven forbid; and in the Torah of Moses it is written, “If there shall be

a pauper from one of your brothers etc., do open your hand etc.” 3

Indeed, it is already widely-known amongst us Jews that the benevolent Czar, may his
glory be exalted, extended his kindness upon us and gave us permission to reinvigorate our
religion as in the past without abatement — and it is through his great benevolence that all

Jews are assured to be able to strengthen and observe their religion with full force.

-22-
[MANY EMISSARIES TRAVEL TO VARIOUS COUNTRIES, SO WHY AM [ ANY MORE AT FAULT THAN THEM?]

It has been the custom for some time, and now too, that two emissaries come from the
Land of Israel to these countries that were formerly part of Poland — of which, one emissary
would make the rounds through Volhynia and the Ukraine and their environs, and the
second emissary would make the rounds through White Russia and part of Lithuania that
neighbors it. But in all other states of Lithuania — such as Slutzk, Pinsk, Minsk, Slonim, and
other large and small towns — the emissary from the Land of Israel who is in Volhynia

makes the rounds there and collects their donations and brings it to Brod.s>

The citizens of Vilna also send their contributions to the Land of Israel like all other Jews.
It is only that I do not know if they hand it over to the aforementioned emissary from the
Land of Israel, or they send it themselves through their own emissary of the Land of Israel —

or they send it to Brod, and from there to Istanbul via merchants.!%

How ever it may be, suffice it to say that I do not know what is my crime and what is my
sin’” — any more than all Jews who have behaved similarly since bygone days? And now
too, they act accordingly, with their immense trust in the great benevolence of the Czar, may

his glory be exalted.

So if there is any suspicion that the youth stole from their fathers or father-in-laws'> —

now although this does not apply to me alone specifically, being that the emissaries have

133 [saiah 58:7.
134 Deut. 15:7-8.

135 [t is not clear if this is the same as the first emissary, or this is referring to an additional (third) emissary
who was appointed from time to time. The city of Brod was a center of transit to Israel via Istanbul or Trieste.
(See Levin in Igros Kodesh, new edition, and Mundshine’s citations in HaMa’asar HoRishon.)

136 In reality, by this time the chasidim already had their own fundraising network and emissaries for at least
two decades.

137 From Genesis 31:36.

138 Indirectly motivated by my letters of appeal. See above chapters 10, 18.
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where there is another renowned rabbi there, the emissary obtains another letter from that

rabbi and makes the rounds with it too, until it is time for his return travels and to return

home to the Land of Israel.

-21-
[I, TOO, WRITE LETTERS OF APPEAL TO AROUSE MERCY IN OTHERS, NOT TO ORDER ANYONE]

Now all this I saw with my own eyes, from an emissary from the Land of Israel, who
returned to the Land of Israel through our country, who had many such letters from rabbis
of Germany and Holland and other lands like Berlin and Frankfurt-am-Main and Hamburg,
and also from the rabbis of the lands of the former Great and Little Poland'? and other
countries; indeed, this practice of solicitation with letters is known throughout all our

provinces of White Russia.

Therefore, I too did not refrain from writing at times a letter of appeal for the emissary
from the Land of Israel who makes the rounds through our countries and their environs,'* in
order to awaken in them compassion and grace and kindness towards our brethren who are
settled in the Land of Israel — with merciful and charitable heart.’?” This is not as an order to
dictate to them to contribute, Heaven forbid, for I do not have any power or strength to order
others, as mentioned above.!?® I can only implore and beseech, and whoever listens listens,

and whoever ignores — ignores.!?

Just the point is to be made that we are commanded by our faith to act like this and not to
separate ourselves from the collective, particularly since there are people of our country of
White Russia and its environs who have many blood-relatives in the Land of Israel. For
many traveled from White Russia when it was still part of Poland to the Land of Israel, and
later too they traveled from the Bishenkovitz border and farther when it was still Poland.!®
So according to our religion, a relative is considered most close!® to a person and therefore

there is an great obligation to support him'? — as it is written in Isaiah, “And from your

125 Great Poland was in the north-west of the Polish Commonwealth; Little Poland (later to become Galicia)
was in its south-east (confer the map above page 15).

126 As detailed in the next chapter.

127 Indeed, not long after his release, the AR reiterates the importance of giving charity to those in Israel; see
Tanya, Igeres HaKodesh end of Epistle 4, where he directly links this to his release from prison.

128 For example, chapter 13.

129 From Ezekiel 3:27.

130 This reflects the period between first two partitions of Poland (see Levin in Igros Kodesh, new edition).
131 Play on the word hebrew work, Karov.

132 See Shulchan Aruch, Yore De’ah 251:3.
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-20 -
[SUPPORTING THE SETTLERS OF THE HOLY LAND, THE ENVOYS, AND LETTERS OF
RECOMMENDATION FROM THE RABBIS OF THE DIASPORA]23

There are four large Jewish communities in the Land of Israel: Jerusalem, Tiberius, Safed,
and Chevron — this is besides the communities in small villages. They migrated there from
many lands, and they do not have any occupation or work or business, for they only pray
and study. Being so, they do not have any livelihood there other than through their
emissaries that they send out to all the lands to ask for donations from whoever is of
charitable heart, to give to them according to the benevelance of their heart.’* For this end,
they carry an Emissary Letter, written and signed by eminent individuals whose signatures

are recognizable in the lands from which they came from there to the Land of Israel.

So has been the custom forever and so it is in our religion: to support and provide for the

poor of the Land of Israel, so that they pray there on behalf of all of Israel.

When the aforementioned emissaries leave the Land of Israel, they disperse to various
lands: There are those who travel to Germany and Holland in order that they support the
poor who came from Germany and Holland, and there are those who travel to the territories
of the former Poland. For even the once-wealthy became impoverished in the Land of Israel
due to the scarcity of livelihood there. Whatever funds remain leftover from the collection of

a given country are passed on to the poor who came from other lands.

Now, in all the places that the emissaries arrive, they show their letter to the rabbi and the
leader of the city. The rabbi then writes another letter of appeal that is called “Melitzah”
[Recommendation], in order to arouse great compassion in the hearts of all benefactors of
our people for the poor of the Land of Israel, and to enhance this good deed in the eyes of all
the local folk — especially since all Israelites in all the places that they have settled pray and

bow only toward the direction of the Land of Israel, for it is the gate to Heaven.

Now many books elaborate about the virtue of the Land of Israel and praise those who
strengthen and support its inhabitants. So every rabbi writes his letter according to his
intelligence and understanding of these books, written in his unique eloquence, and he
hands over the letter to the emissary in order that he shows it when he makes the rounds

through the towns that obey to this rabbi. And when the emissary arrives to another country

123 Here the AR indirectly replies to the allegation that any funds that he and the chasidim collect are to
support the French Revolution (or the Ottoman Empire). (This allegation repeated itself during the second
incarceration). In fact, these funds were collected for the needy Jews in Israel. (It should be noted that during
the arrest of the AR, which also included the arrest of some thirty other chasidim, the authorities confiscated
from some of them many documents and receipts of these fundraising activities, which clearly indicate that
funds were intended for those living in Israel; see HaMa’asar HaRishon at length.)

124 See Exodus 35:22; 25:2.
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clothing, by nature I do not desire elegant fashion, as can be seen by the clothing that I am

wearing here.!"?

Nevertheless, sometimes people send me funds from other cities too for additional
expenses that crop up at times, or if at times there is not enough profits from my wife’s
business. Yet these funds do not come from the community coffers; rather, some individuals
donate collectively and send me their donation at their own volition without any request
from me to them. For so is the law and custom throughout all of Israel: to support the scholar

who studies texts day and night, even if he does not deliver sermons.

However,'? the youth who are dependent on their fathers’ of father-in-law’s table, they
never send me any funds through theft, Heaven forbid, not even once. For the truth is that if
I did want money, there would be those who would give me a great sum even without these
youth. Only G-d knows — and all who know me since my youth can testify about me — that
I have no interest nor motivation to collect money, heaven forbid! I only possess what a
person needs to live on without any luxuries at all. And as for essentials, I already have

enough without needing any additional funds from the youth.

Moreover, I hereby declare to all, that whoever says that his son or son-in-law stole from
him and sent me his money, I take it upon me to pay them double-fold based on the veracity
of the testimony that they will state with utmost honesty before a court, as is customary

amongst the Jews — for I know that I am clean'? before G-d and before Israel.

-19 -
[VISITORS OF MEANS ARE REQUESTED TO DONATE FOR THE SABBATH MEALS OF THE POOR
VISITORS]

When paupers sometimes come to hear a sermon on the Sabbath, and they do not have a
way to pay for Sabbath meals — then visitors who are of means are solicited to pay for the
poor’s Sabbath food. After the Sabbath, they immediately return to their homes, as

mentioned above.122

119 Czar Paul I enacted strict dress codes for all civilians, and was stringently opposed to the popular French
fashion of the time, viewing anyone wearing such attire as suspect to holding allegiance with the French
Revolution. The Rebbe may be addressing this issue here.

120 Here, the AR reiterates his total refutation of the accusation made in Hirsh Dovidovich’s letter (above, Doc.
#1, and see above chapter 10).

121 Meaning, innocent. See, for example: Numbers 32:22; Mishnah Shekolim 3:2.

122 Beginning of chapter 18.
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-18 -
[T DO NOT TAKE MONEY FROM VISITORS, ONLY FROM MY WIFE'S BUSINESS AND THE
COMMUNITY COFFERS FOR PREACHING ETC.]

Once the Sabbath ends, all those who travel to me from another city to hear the sermons
that I preach in the synagogue or the study-hall on the Sabbaths several times a year — being
that I was appointed as the community magid in Liozna for over fifteen year by now, as
mentioned above''* — they have to immediately travel back to their homes, because I do not

allow them to enter my room in any way whatsoever.!

Only those who need help with a major matter, I do see them; for example, to arbitrate
between these with various disputes that they cannot resolve properly without me, as
mentioned above, or to resolve an important question regarding permitted and prohibited
food, or about divorces and marriages, and other serious matters that they inquire from me
from other cities — since I studied many books, more than other preachers and rabbis. And
when they do see me, I do not receive any money or worldly items from any of them. The
only thing is that it is possible that when people whom I adjudicated for return home, they

may send me a sum of funds at their discretion, without me requesting it from them at all.

So my main income comes from retail trade!'’® — for I duly pay my Guild dues in
Surezh,” and my wife trades all types of grain in the marketplace of the city and also from
other places. She also owns a house in the marketplace and she retains a tapster!!® there who
sells alcohol and beer and other drinks and salt and oats and other dry-goods. From this, we

take in an income of several rubles per week, as much as G-d bestows.

I also have my own fixed income from the treasury of the Liozna community. It too is
several rubles per week, as is customary in all Jewish cities to support their preacher and the
one who guides them in the laws of kosher food. All this aforementioned income is sufficient
for me for my fixed expenses, for Liozna is a small city and everything there is cheap, and

there is plenty of cattle and milk. This is why I live there and not in a large city. And as for

114 Chapter 14.

115 Part of the Liozna Regulations (see above footnote 92) strictly limited the amount of times the chosid
could travel to Liozna and barred them from attending a private audience with the AR.

116 Kupetzstve - Russian for Merchandising.

117 The Rebbe was a member of the Merchants Guild, Class 3, and paid the obligatory dues and taxes. Surez
was an urban settlement located in the Vitebsk province, north of Liozna. See:
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Surazh, Belarus .

118 Sheynker, in Yiddish.
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sources encourages one to achieve some improvement in loving G-d and in fearing Him and

in observing His directives and to pray with intention from the depths of one’s heart.'®

Now although I do not know if it makes any difference to notify this to the ministers, may
their glory be exalted — yet I am compelled to tell the truth as it is and to reply to that which

the ministers inquired from me: From whom did I receive my sermons?

Therefore I come here to let it be known that the main content of all my sermons come
from that which I comprehend from books.!'? For even the little of Kabbalah wisdom that I
say parenthetically is also written in Kabbalah books that are printed; it is only that my initial

studies of printed Kabbalah texts were with the aforementioned rabbi.!!!

-17 -
[THE CONTENT AND NAMES OF VARIOUS KABBALAH BOOKS]

The Kabbalah wisdom that I began to learn with the aforementioned rabbi and that I
thereafter continued studying from books on my own is the knowledge of the Ten Divine
Attributes [Sefiros] and their names, and how the Holy Blessed One leads and enlivens

through them the upper and lower worlds.

The texts that relate to this study are the books: Sha’arei Orah, and Pardes Rimonim, and
Shefa Tal, and Eitz Chaim,"? and all ancillary and associated volumes that I am weary'® to
recollect them all in detail. This is besides the renowned book of Zohar, that is foremost

amongst all books of the kabbalists.

However, there is another discipline that some people err by calling it by the name
Kabbalah, and that is, to conjure holy angels or non-holy ones to perform some wonder.
Indeed, I did not even see any book on this subject nor observe anyone practicing as such —
only, I did hear that they used to practice this way in earlier generations, and even the
aforementioned rabbi did not know anything about this. Moreover, there is absolutely no

benefit in serving G-d by having knowledge of this topic.

109 A common Zoharic phrase.
110 As he also stated earlier during his oral inquiry (above Doc. 2, Q&A #4).
111 Rabbi Dov Ber of Mezrich.

112 Sha’arei Orah by Rabbi Yosef Gikatiliah; Pardes Rimonim by Rabbi Moshe Kordovero; Shefa Tal by Rabbi
Shabsai Shepsil Horowitz, and Eitz Chaim by Rabbi Chayim Vital.

113 From Isaiah 1:14.
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with the approbation of the rabbis of the countries of the Roman Keiser'® who permitted to

print them and to pray from them.%

However, these supplemental passages are not essential for us, for the main thing is
concentration of the heart, since the All-Compassionate One wants the heart.!®® For this is the
foundation of the whole purpose of the human: to have a good heart and be a heart-full

person.

-16 -
[I BEGAN STUDYING KABBALAH WITH THE MAGID OF MEZRITCH AND CONTINUED ON MY
OWN, BUT MOST OF MY SERMONS ARE ON A SIMPLE LEVEL]

Many books were written and printed on the wisdom of Kabbalah, for in every generation
we have kabbalists who author books of Kabbalah and print them. They can be found in the
hands of all Jews, and me too. The only thing is that it is recognized that even though all the
wise teachings are written in books, nevertheless, a person needs to start his studies by

learning with a rabbi, ' and only then can he learn independently from books.

And so too it was with me, that when I was approximately twenty-years old, during the
time I was living in Vitebsk, I traveled to Mezrich, and I began to study Kabbalah there with
the rabbi, Master!”” Ber, of blessed memory and to life in the world to come, who departed
from this world more than twenty five years ago.'®® From then on, I study independently
from many and notable books penned by earlier and later kabbalists, according to my

intelligence and understanding.

However, as for the style of my sermons that I preach to the people, the clear majority of
them are said in a simple and accessible manner in order for the whole audience to
understand them through and through. It is only that sometimes, I inadvertently say some
elementary idea from Kabbalah that can be understood by and explained to someone who

learned just a few kabbalistic texts that are commonly accessible to all — so long as these

103 This refers to the Austrian Keiser (Emperor), who was considered the successor of the Holy Roman
Empire of the Nation of Germany. Though at this time the Emperor was Francis II, the AR is most likely referring
to Joseph II (reigned 1765-90), under whose reign most of these prayer-books were printed. In fact, on the
frontispiece of the Sidur Ho’Ari of Rabbi Asher Margolis, it is printed: “under the reign of [...] the Roman Keiser
[...] HRH Joseph IL.”

104 The AR repeats this point during his second arrest.

105 Meaning that G-d wants the person to pray with an aroused heart; see TB Sanhedrin 106b.
106 This follows the well-known definition of Kabbalah being “receiving,” one person from the other.
107 Or: Mister.

108 On 19 Kislev 5533/1772 —making it almost 26 years earlier.
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good,” and to observe G-d’s commandments that are proscribed in our Torah. For we were

already granted permission and royal approval to study about them and to perform them, by

the grace of the Czar, may his glory be exalted.

-15 -
[THE CUSTOMS RELATED TO KABBALAH-INFLUENCED LITURGY]

Furthermore:*” concentration of prayer is a directive from G-d found in Scriptures and the
Talmud,” and we chasidim pray the same liturgy that all of Israel prays with, and this is the
core of prayer for us. The only variance is that, according to Kabbalah, we sometimes
supplement words and canticles and verses from Psalms; and this is not the innovations of a
new religion, for in many countries, all their Jewish inhabitants also recite these same

additions — for these additions are not the core of the prayers.

This explains why there are variations of customs in every country and every city. Even in
one city, it is customary to say in the study-hall several chapters of Psalms that are not
recited in the synagogue of the same city — for example, Chapter 30 and Chapter 86* — and
so too they also recite the Torah section describing the Tabernacle incense,'® and add several

more passages, as is known to many Jews.!%!

So why should I continue to elaborate and trouble the ministers, may their glory be
exalted for ever on high? Indeed, such liturgy that follows the Kabbalah was already
twice printed in prayer-books in Amsterdam, with the approbations of the prominent

scholars and rabbis of Germany and Holland, and twice in Zolkva, and once in Lemberg,'*

9 Psalms 34:15.
97 The Rebbe now returns to the subject of kavanah that he was discussing until chapter 10.

98 This follows the Rebbe’s own halachic opinion that the importance of kavanah in prayer is anchored on a
verse of Psalms (see his Shulchan Aruch HoRav, Orach Chaim, siman 98; and see there for his halachic definition
of kavanah).

99 The former added in the Morning Prayer after Hodu — and the latter, before the Song of the Day.
100 Exodus ch. 30.

101 These additions, which follow Luranic tradition, were recited by elite kabbalists and scholars, even from

the misnagedic camp.

102 Mundshine proposes that the Amsterdam prints are Sha’ar HaShomayim by the Shaloh, and Sidur Mishnas
Chasidim; the Zolkva prints are Sidur Mishnas Chasidim, and Sidur Ho’Ari; and the Lemberg print is Sidur Ho’Ari
of Rabbi Asher Margolis. However, see Levin in Igros Kodesh Admur HaZaken (new edition), where he argues
against this list.
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fabrications are known throughout the entire county of White Russia — particularly in

Liozna and Vitebsk, where I was raised from the day I was born until this day.

For I was born in Liozna,® and I was there until I was fifteen or sixteen years old, and
then I married a woman in Vitebsk® and I was there for approximately seventeen years.%
Thereafter, I was in Horodok for around two years,’® and now I reside in Liozna for
approximately fifteen years.®” They [the residents of these locales] all will testify to and
describe my uprightness and my good heart toward G-d and fellow men, and that I do not

speak with chicanery, Heaven forbid!

So I do not understand, what is my crime and what is my sin® that brought me here
under guard? If because of my sermons,” I too do not have any pleasure from those who
travel to visit me,” for they do not give me a single penny when they come to our town. On
the contrary, I have much anguish from this jealousy.”® But what am I to do? For this is our
obligation according to our faith, that whoever is learned is obligated to teach those who are
not* — which is why there are preachers appointed in every city, as mentioned above — and

I too was appointed as a community preacher a while back.

So if the merciful Czar, may his glory be exalted, suspects that perhaps it is a new religion,
heaven forbid, may his grace and great kindness inquire from the many wise and learned
Jews who heard my sermons — foremostly, the top-leaders of the Community Council who
were appointed to oversee all matters of the Jewish faith with the approval of the Czar, may
his glory be exalted.” They all will testify that all my sermons are devoted exclusively to how

to purify one’s heart to G-d and fellow beings, and how to turn away from evil and do

85 On 18 Elul, either 5505/1745 (Chabad-Lubavitch tradition), 5507 /1747 (other sources), or ca. 5509/1749
(according to these documents).

86 Shterna Sarah, Daughter of Rabbi Yehudah Leib Segal, a wealthy and prominent local figure.

87 Approximately 5524-41/1764-81. This includes the years he was with the Magid in Mezrich and in Rovno
(see below ch. 16), including when he took his aborted journey towards the Land of Israel in the late 1770s.

88 5541-3/1781-3.

89 From 5543/1783 onward.

9 Genesis 31:36.

91 Whose popularity attracts many visitors.

92 This is confirmed by the regulations that the AR enacted before his arrest in at least three separate
versions — in 5552, 5555, and 5556 (ca. 1792, 1755, and 1196) — that set down very strict rules, limiting the
attendance of visitors to Liozna. This was both not to overburden the AR, and not to attract too much attention
from outside eyes to the new movement. These ordinances were called “Takanos Liozne” [The Liozna
Regulations], and were printed before World War 1], in the Lubavitch journal Hatomim, and later in Igros Kodesh
Admur HaZaken (new edition).

93 Envy from the status quo magidim and rabbis, as discussed above chapter 10.
94 See the AR’s Shulchan Aruch, Hilchos Talmud Torah 1:8.
9 As mentioned above, chapter 13.
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which are of superior quality to theirs — being that my sermons are derived with

intelligence and understanding from what I comprehend in many ancient texts, and
sometimes also somewhat from books of Kabbalah that can be understood and explained to
those who have studied Kabbalistic texts.

So too, there are many people with financial issues and disputes and they do not want to
go to court, so they rely on my fair heart to adjudicate their case through compromise in
order to reach the most favorable settlement with everyone’s consent and without my
compulsion or force” — for I do not have any jurisdiction. It is only the top-leaders of the
Community Council® who have the authority of the Czar, may his glory be exalted — even
over me in religious matters, should they find in me something that is improper, heaven
forbid.

After I adjudicate between the litigants, they entrust me with eighteen empty paper
sheets, called “Blanks,” in order that I fill them in as bills of exchange®' with the
foreknowledge of the parties involved on the dates that they mutually agreed upon; for they
all trust me — even the one to whom the eighteen blanks or bills of exchange have to be
returned to him, he too trusts me.®? For I am reputed as being trustworthy and fair in the
eyes of the whole country of White Russia, including in the eyes of all others and the

ministers, as is widely known there.

So I appeal to the benevolence of the merciful Czar, may his glory be exalted, to open an

inquiry — called “Shledstve”® — on me, there in the country of White Russia.

-14 -
[T AM MAGID OF LIOZNA FOR 15 YEARS AND AM NOT CREATING A NEW RELIGION; THE
SLANDERS ARE MADE OUT OF SPITE]

So behold, because of all that was discussed above, envy and outright hatred crept into

the hearts of some jealous people, and they imputed me with many grand lies whose

79 The AR repeats this point during the second arrest.
80 Kahal Gubersky. This council controlled a large designated province, not just a city.

81 Vekslen. Also possibly referring to a debtor’s bill (contract). This type of bill is discussed in the halachic
responsa of the time.

82 Holding these (signed?) blanks in his possession empowered the AR as a guarantor, that if one of the
litigants reneged on the verdict, then the AR could fill in the empty document with whatever amount he felt the
violator deserved to pay, thereby forcing him to follow the AR’s ruling. This seems to have been more of a
preventative measure than something the AR needed to do regularly.

83 See above, footnote 32.

84 The AR is expressing his confidence here, that any investigation of him will surely exonerate him. The AR’s
residence of Liozna is in White Russia.
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abundance of piety-inducing words that relate to prayer and highlight the grandeur of the

Creator and His benevolence, as mentioned above.?

Therefore, the number of additional preachers has now expanded. They are called by our
enemies by the name New Rabbis — even though in truth they are not innovating anything,
heaven forbid, for they are merely selecting and collecting and ascertaining their material
from books, just like the earlier preachers did. Yet nonetheless, these additional preachers are
viewed as innovators vis-a-vis the other, older community preachers — being that the latter

do not preach one bit about purifying one’s heart through praying with intention.”

Now amongst these additional rabbis and preachers — who the others consider as
newcomers — they too are comprised of many levels, each one according to his intelligence
and comprehension of books, in how to cull from them words of moral guidance that apply
to prayer and to the idea of the Creator’s grandeur and to the idea of loving and fearing G-d,
and in how to clarify the meaning of the liturgy with elaborate interpretation — selecting
from the variety of ways that are explicated in ancient texts. For no one rabbi is identical to

another rabbi, just as it is with the other preachers of the community, literally.”®

Even though I do not know most of these rabbis well — and nearly all of them who
appear to be new, as mentioned above, and who reside in the Ukraine and Volhynia and
other countries,” I did not actually hear their sermons — nevertheless, it seems to me that
the theme of their sermons is about purifying one’s heart to G-d and to fellow beings, as are
the themes of my sermons. The only difference being that the style of our sermons, and also
the way we administer our respective rabbinates, are not similar one to another at all, for

each rabbi leads according to his own intelligence and will.”

-13 -
[THERE ARE THOSE WHO WANT TO HEAR MY SERMONS AND WANT ME TO SETTLE THEIR DISPUTES]

Moreover, there are many people who do not want to pray at length nor do they have the
time to do so, yet nonetheless, they prefer to hear me preach rather than from the

aforementioned other community preachers. For their words are already included in mine,

74 See above chapter 1.

75 The old-school magidim had a reputation of preaching with excessive brimstone-and-fire, admonishing
their audience with words that instilled in them low self-esteem and trepidation.

76 That no two magidim are alike.

77 This is most likely a reference to other distinguished students of the Magid of Mezritch, and their students,
who were expanding the chasidic movement through these regions.

78 To note that it was during this period that Chabad chasidus began being defined as a distinctive group
within chasidism.
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Now even in Vilna, most of the city’s citizens are at peace with us. It is only that they are

afraid to reveal this sentiment because they fear the leaders who control all the city’s
populace with an iron hand, and because of the powers that they grabbed for themselves in

the Kingdom of Poland, as is known.”?

11 -
[THE CUSTOM IS TO APPOINT A MAGID WHO PREACHES IN THE SYNAGOGUE]

It is a basic custom throughout all of the lands of Poland and Lithuania and Russia since
days of yore and bygone years that every city appoints a person who is called “Magid”
[Preacher], in order that he lecture and preach words of Torah and some words on Ethics
and fear of G-d in the study-hall every Sabbath or from time to time. In your language” it is
called “Kazaniye” [Sermon]. They have currently diminished somewhat in number due to

the hard times — yet nevertheless, such preachers still exist in many places.

Now not all these preachers are equal; indeed they have many levels. Someone who
preaches exceptionally well is appointed to a large city, and someone who cannot preach that
well is appointed to a small city; for the preaching style of one preacher is not similar to the
style of another. And even though they all compile the material for their sermons from books
that are available to all — nonetheless, not all minds are equal and not all ways of explaining
the material to the masses are the same for all people, being that each person has his own

unique intelligence and vocabulary. And, as word has it, so it is with you [Christians].

12 -
[WE INCREASED MAGIDIM WHO PREACH ABOUT PRAYER ETC., AND THIS IS WHAT | DO]

This is exactly how it is with us [Jews], that now that those who wish to pray with

intention as mentioned above have somewhat increased, there is the need to hear an

even the recipients of physical attacks. It was only then that the authorities were called in to protect the
chasidim and to tame the vitriol of the misnagdim.

Additionally, right after the Vilna Gaon’s passing, the leaders of the Vilna community appointed a five-person
committee whose primary aim was to persecute the chasidim. They also appointed an anonymous “secret
prosecutor” who was given the authority to employ all means necessary, including corporeal attacks, in an
attempt to weaken the chasidim (for all the above, see Mundshine, ibid.).

72 See above chapters 5, 6. (See, too, Klausner ibid.)

73 In Byelorussian and Polish.
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envy.® This is because they themselves do not want to put in the effort to pray in the ideal

way with focus at length due to laziness, and it is not respectable for them that the masses
{say} about them that they are lethargic in serving G-d*” — all the more so since they had a

prominent rabbi.®

Therefore, they let out slander on those who pray with concentration as mentioned above,
outlandish lies! For it is known to all our Jewish brethren who are in White Russia and
Poland, that the youth do not steal money from their fathers and hand it over to their rabbis,

and that their rabbis do not accept it — Heaven forbid to even mention this!®

So too, their other claims are false — hearsay from a band of liars, not eyewitness
accounts.”” And because they themselves know that their allegations are false, they therefore
whitewash it with a different accusation, saying that it is a new religion — heaven forbid to

even mention this!

All these attacks recently stoked up there in Vilna due to quarrels and disputes amongst

the leaders there, as is known to all that they are rabble-rousers going back to days of yore.”

66 The first main incursion of chasidus into the north Lithuanian regions was by Rabbi Aharon (1736-72) in
the town of Karlin. Hence, chasidim of that area were initially referred to by others as Karliners.

The AR repeats this disapproval of the moniker Karliner in his responses during his second incarceration and
in other writings. If there was one thing that both the AR and his nemesis, Rabbi Avigdor Chayimovich, agreed
upon, it was that it was primarily the chasidim who called themselves as such during this period, and that
Karliner was a demeaning nickname.

67 The AR is stressing here that even now, after their power was disbanded (see above ch. 7), they still felt it
was beneath them to be viewed by the common folk as possessing anything less than ideal piety.

This point - that the attacks coming out of Vilna are because the chasidim, with their passionate prayers,
make the others look less pious - is also repeated by the Rebbe during the second imprisonment.

68 Apparently, this is a reference to the Vilna Gaon, who passed away a little more than a year before, on chol
ha’'moed Sukkos, 19 Tishrei, 5798/1797 (hence the past tense, “had”). Perhaps these rabbis were basing their
critical approach to extensive prayer on some teachings of the Vilna Gaon, who promulgated the primacy to
Torah study. This is in addition to the explicit condemnation of the Vilna Gaon that the chasidim are allegedly
debasing the primacy of Torah study in favor of prayer; see, e.g., Chasidim u’Misnagdim vol. 1, Zamir Aritzim,
document #4, which is the first excommunication against the chasidim, that the Vilna Gaon himself co-signed.

6 Literally: ‘Hold back from mentioning it' — from Amos 6:10.

This point is the AR’s direct response to the allegation made in the Hirsh Dovidovich’s letter accusation,
Document #1 above.

70 This point, that allegations against the chasidim are based on rumors, not validated eyewitness testimony,
was made by the AR in letters that he wrote to his accusers in the years before his arrest (see, e.g., Igros Kodesh
Admur Hazaken Letter #8 [new edition]).

71 This point, too, was made by the AR again during the second imprisonment. The belligerent character of
the Vilna community and its leaders going back decades was well documented by I. Klausner in his Vilna
BiTekufas HaGaon, and expounded upon by Mundshine (in his works cited earlier). So the AR is stressing here
that the chasidim are merely one in a long line of their victims.

Moreover, the violence against the chasidim of Vilna and the neighboring town of Vidz intensified right after
the VIlna Gaon'’s death, so much so that the properties of prominent chasidim were damaged and they were
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‘Amen, Amen,” while raising their hands” on high as a result of the concentration of their

hearts. And so too, King David jumped and danced etc.®?

Moreover, if this was the innovation of a new religion, then all our members would be
making the same gestures, which they do not; and besides, many of us do not make any

gestures at all.®®

-9-
[THOSE WHO PRAY WITH KAVANAH ARE A MINORITY AND ARE CALLED CHASIDIM]

It is accepted amongst all the world religions that it is impossible for all members of a
given religion to adhere equally in observing the faith completely with full heart and soul in
all its details.

So too it is with us [Jews]. For although we were released from the aforementioned rabbis,
nonetheless, there are many individuals who are able to pray with intention and yet do not
want to due to laziness. For the truth is that it is difficult and very laborious even for great
scholars — even more arduous than the labor and difficulty of studying Talmud — and there
are also those who are embarrassed to make gestures that help to chase away the alien

thoughts that come involuntarily to them.

Therefore, all who do put in the effort to pray with concentration, both from the youth
and those older, are a small minority compared to the masses. So all the masses call them by
the name “Chasidim” throughout all the countries of White Russia and Poland and almost
all of Lithuania. For they are named so after the First Chasidim who prayed with focus as

mentioned above® — although the contemporary chasidim are not as great as the first ones.

-10 -
[IN VILNA, THEY ARE CALLED KARLINERS AND ARE SLANDERED OUT OF HATRED]

It is only those [opponents] in Vilna alone, and those who follow them,® who coined

another name for this group: that is, “Karliner” — and not Chasidim — out of hatred and

62 Samuel Il 6:5; 14:15.

63 This somewhat favorable attitude towards prayer gestures is reflected in other writings of the AR,
including in epistles to his chasidim. There are several vignettes that have passed down through Chabad lore

that depict the AR praying with great exuberant gestures and pacing, even rolling on the ground.
64 See chapter 6 and footnote {35}.
65 Literally: drag after them.
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was issued to completely abolish the aforementioned rabbis so that they would not be able to

purchase the rabbinate from the officials anymore.

It was then that all the people of our Empire of Russia were freed and liberated from the
rabbis” control, and each and everyone of our county who wants to has the permission now
and the ability to pray as they will — whether privately or communally — in the study- hall

or elsewhere; and no one in our country can protest against this anymore.

-8 -
[PEOPLE WERE INSPIRED TO PRAY WITH KAVANAH AND GESTURES]

This awakening that inspired us recently to pray with intention, as mentioned above —
behold this phenomenon is present and somewhat common even with youth under twenty-
five years old. For these youth are dependent on their fathers” table and do not have any
financial worries, and they are also still preoccupied in their studies and far from worldly

affairs.

Those who are older, however, find it difficult to pray with concentration, due to their
complete preoccupation with business and worldly affairs, as mentioned above. It is only
during the Sabbath and Holidays or when they are free during the weekdays that they can
pray with focus and at length.

Now the aforementioned youth, when they pray with concentration, their youthful
passion causes them to make unintentional gesticulations with their hands and feet. This also
happens with only some of the older ones. For just like as it happens in universal situations,
that when someone speaks from the heart he gestures with his hands or feet, each according
to his personality — for example, when he is angry, and also when he is happy, he claps with

his hands — so too it is with prayer with concentration, only in a slightly different style.

Now because of these aforementioned gesticulations, some of our enemies say: “See this
novelty that our ancestors did not even imagine!”® But the truth is that this is not an
innovation, for this already existed beforehand [in Biblical times] when they used to pray

with concentration, as it is written (in Nehemiah ch. 8¢'), “And the entire nation responded

60 Conflation of Ecclesiastes 1:10, and Deut. 32:17.

The behavior of chasidim using gestures during prayer was one a several criticisms that the misnagdim
meted on the chasidim {and mentioned in the various excommunications against them}; see Vilenski’s Chasidim
u’Misnagdim vols 1-2.

61yerse 6.
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-6 -
[THEY DEBASED THE VALUE OF PRAYER AND HEIGHTENED THE IMPORTANCE OF ACUTE STUDY]

These aforementioned rabbis, who were appointed by the government officials, did not
want to exert themselves to pray with intention as discussed above. So in order not to be
scorned in the eyes of the people, they began to debase the value of prayer and to elevate the

value of Talmud study — even allowing study during the time and schedule of prayer.

They would pray hurriedly without intention, and then immediately study with students
the depths of the Talmud with acuity in order to show off their brilliance and to inflate their
name throughout the land. So all the learned scholars who would pray in the study-halls
followed them and also prayed hurriedly without intention as mentioned above, due to fear

of their rabbi or to flatter him — for he was the one who ruled over the folk.

Only outstanding individuals of each generation would pray at length with intention, and

they were called by the name Chasidim since days of yore.%

-7 -
[THE CONTROL OF THESE RABBIS FELL WHEN THE RUSSIAN EMPIRE EXPANDED INTO POLAND]

Then the Grace of G-d unfolded upon us and _ nussian ewrine
awakened the spirit of the monarchy of the Russian =
Czarina,* may her glory be exalted, to rule and expand
throughout all of the Commonwealth of Poland.>” Even
before their last king was installed there by her,* the \
aforementioned rabbis’ dominance began to collapse = e B

EMPIRE

little by little — so much so that when the territory of

Poland was partitioned, the dominance of the

aforementioned rabbis fell entirely, particularly in
White Russia [Byelorussia]. A strict edict called Ukase®

OTTOMAN
EMPIRE

so__ vom
T 7918 Encyclopmdis Besannicn inc

THE 3 PARTITIONS OF POLAND
55 See above footnote {35}, from the Mishnah Brachos 5:1.

56 Catherine the Great (1729-96, reigned 1762-96).

57 There were three partitions of Poland at the end of the 18th century: in 1772, 1793, and 1795 — each
annexing another major swath of the Polish-Lithuanian Commonwealth, until it was completely absorbed into
its three main neighboring countries: the Russian Empire, the Kingdom of Prussia and the Austrian Monarchy.
(See enclosed map.) At this point (1798), all of Poland had already disappeared from the map. Hence the
emphasis here: “throughout all the territory of Poland.”

58 Stanislaw Poniatowski (1732-98), of Polish aristocracy and a friend of Catherine the Great, was installed by
her in 1764 as king, as a way to retain Russian hegemony over Poland. With his ascension, the centuries-old
Council of Four Lands was gradually weakened, until it lost all power with the partition of 1772. Poniatowski
reigned until 1795, and died less than a year before the Rebbe’s arrest.



https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ukase%23:~:text=A%20ukase%2C%20or%20ukaz%20%20(%2F,and%20concepts%20of%20Roman%20law.
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Indeed, in the books written by our sages some two hundred years ago from today® it

clearly states how they used to prolong their morning prayer every single day for two hours

and more, due to the long time spent with concentration of the heart, as mentioned above.>

-5-
[CORRUPT RABBIS PURCHASED THE RABBINATE FROM LOCAL OFFICIALS]

However, unscrupulous rabbis arose thereafter amongst us, and they purchased or leased
the rabbinate from the city mayor for a specified sum. This occurred in every single city
throughout the Polish kingdom, for their king turned a blind eye to all this.>* For a bribe, the
greedy officials would issue a certificate called Konsens® for the rabbi of each city, that he be
the sole authority over all the Jews of his city regarding any matter related to their religion,
and that he also be allowed to adjudicate financial matters between one person and another

according to his judgment, even if he is not appropriately well-versed in these laws.>

So too, regarding the matter of prayer, the congregants were not permitted to begin to
pray until the rabbi arrived at the synagogue or study-hall, even if it was as late as noon.>
Moreover, the city’s citizens were compelled to give him a Certificate of Rabbinate,

according to the dictate of their mayor.

49 It is unclear which precise texts the AR is referring to here. Mundshine proposes two sources — however,
in one, this is discussed as a harsh critique of this practice, and the other source was first printed in 1903!
Levin’s proposal that it may be referring to Rabbi Karo’s Shulchan Aruch, Orach Chaim, beginning of siman 10,
where there is mention of “spending one hour before and hour after prayer in order to focus the heart.” (This is
echoed by the AR himself in his Shulchan Aruch HoRav, Orach Chaim, siman 93.) But this, too, is not exactly what
the AR states here, that the two hours are spent on prayer per se, not in pre- and post-prayer concentration.

Moreover, if we are considering pre-prayer concentration, then there was the practice of the First Chasidim
of the Mishnah, who contemplated before prayers for one hour and only then prayed (see above footnote 35).
(R. Karo ibid. siman 53 does note that it should take a half hour to pray from Baruch Sheomar until Yishtabach,
from which we can extrapolate that the entire morning prayers should be approximately double that. Only if we
include the 1 hour of pre-prayer contemplation would it total 2 hours.)

In which case we can say that this form of prolonged prayer began since antiquity, and continued until
approximately two hundred years before this writing when it declined due to pressure from the rabbis (see
below chapter 6) — and now, chasidim are merely resuscitating an ancient and long practiced method of
prayer, not inventing anything new.

To note that in other writings, the AR suggests that the daily morning prayers should extend for at least an
hour and a half (see Tanya, Igeres Hakodesh Epistle 1).

50 The AR makes this point again in his responses during his second incarceration.
51 See footnote 58 below.
52 German for Consent.

53 The Rebbe elaborated on this disturbing phenomenon in his responses during his second incarceration.
Historians have documented this occurring throughout the region, including in Minsk, Pinsk, and Vilna.

54 This obviously is referring to the morning prayers.
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very long and in a language that one is not used to speaking throughout the day, so he starts

thinking foreign thoughts.

-3 -
[LEARNING HOW TO PRAY WITH KAVANAH]

Praying with intention, as mentioned above, needs to be learned from a wise and
knowledgeable person who can help everyone gain understanding and able to explain to all
the meaning of the prayers and its intentions, including the idea of G-d’s grandeur and His
kindness, and the idea of love [to Him] — each on their level. All this is intimated in the
words of the liturgy with great brevity, like the Prophets who spoke tersely and one word of
theirs included and contained many meanings, as known to scholars of the Bible. This is why
it is incumbent on those knowledgeable, who are called Rabbis, to teach and interpret the

prayers for the unlearned.®”

The Rabbis are also to instruct them with words of moral guidance in order that the
people be inspired and surrender their hearts to G-d, and in order that they ask forgiveness
for their misdeeds of lack of heartfelt intention. This latter point is pronounced in the
concluding part of the prayer services for us Jews, which is an appeal to G-d’s mercy for our
wrongdoings; this is when we also beseech G-d for our other human needs, such as health

and livelihood.

All these ideas are already written in the Talmud and in the Midrash and their
commentaries, but not everyone is well-versed in them, so one needs to learn about prayer

from a knowledgeable expert.

-4-
[PAST GENERATIONS PRAYED AT LENGTH WITH KAVANAH]

Since days of yore, it was the custom amongst all of Israel that every single city have two

large houses for prayer: a synagogue and a study-hall.

The synagogue was intended for the general populace who were preoccupied with work

the entire day, most of them being completely unlearned; they were unable to pray with

focus, and were only able to recite the words of the liturgy three times daily.*® Whereas the

study-hall was intended for the learned, to pray there with concentration of the heart at

length, each according to his ability of mind and heart.

47 This point is repeated by the Rebbe in his responses during his second incarceration.

48 As obligated by Jewish law.
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Additionally, during prayer we also recall the kindness that the Creator showed us by

delivering us from Egypt.*

This is why it is befitting for us to love G-d with all heart and soul and might,* from the
depths of the heart,* and also to fear G-d — and to do all the directives that He instructed us,
whether by refraining from evil or by doing good:# to do that which is good and upright in

the eyes of the Lord and human,* and to be good to all in general.

We are especially to be good-hearted towards the one who is good to us in every single
way and shields us under his wings: the all-merciful Czar,* may his glory soar and his
kingdom rise on high — and not to be ungrateful to him, Heaven forbid. This also shows
honor to the Creator, who is called “King of the Kings of Kings.”# For just as, for example,
the honor of a king is greater when he is a king of ministers than if he is a king of only
commoners — so it is with the honor of the Creator, being that He is called “King of Kings of
Kings.” And so it is that we are instructed by our sages: “Do pray for the welfare of the

kingdom” etc. 4

-2
[THE OBLIGATION TO PRAY WITH KAVANAH]

Praying with concentration, as mentioned above, gives the person the assistance and
support to withstand his evil impulse throughout the day, even after prayers — and to fulfill
all of G-d’s directives, both the negative ones and the positive ones, as mentioned above —
because it endures in his mind and heart for the entire day. If, however, one does not pray
with concentration as mentioned, then even if he learns the laws of the Talmud and other
books the entire day, it can be that he will practice what he studies and it can be and it is
likely that he will not — and it can be that he will sometimes actually transgress G-d’s

directives.

Yet even someone who never transgresses, still, it is improper that he be praying directly
to G-d, saying, “Blessed are You, G-d,” while in his heart he is thinking of his business and

other worldly matters — and so too during other parts of the prayer — for the prayers are

39 From Dayeinu of the Haggadah.

40 See Deut. 3:4 (recited in the Shema prayer).
41 Aramaic phrase, prevalent in the Zohar.

42 Psalms 34:15.

43 Conflation of Deut. 12:28 and Proverbs 3:4.
4 Paul I (1754-1801, reigned 1796-1801).

45 This reference to G-d is used, amongst other places, in the Friday night Shalom Aleichem liturgy before
Kiddush.

46 Mishnah, Ethics of the Fathers 3:2.
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religion as Judaism and is not a new religion, Heaven forbid. Still, in order to fulfill the wish

of the royal ministers who want to get to the bottom of this matter, there is the need to
elaborate somewhat — so apologies to them for this, in their great benevolence and

goodness.

-1-
[WORSHIPING G-D IS COMPRISED OF TORAH-STUDY AND PRAYER]

Regarding what we call in Russian, the language of our country, “Boha Malitza” [G-d-

Worship] — this subject is divided by us Jews into two categories:

The first category is the study and reading of the Bible and the Talmud and the Midrash
and their commentaries, and the legal summations that abridge the Talmudic laws and at
times add their own thorough explanations of all these Talmudic rulings. For this, we have
hundreds of books that are authored every generation. To reach the ultimate standard of

such study, one needs a great deal of insight.®

The second category is Prayer — that whoever has even a modicum of knowledge and is
somewhat learned, has the ability to pray appropriately with intention [kavanah]* of the
heart.® For the content and core of liturgical prayer is almost entirely a compilation of
chapters and verses of Psalms composed by King David, and of other prophets. All these
verses praise the Living and Enduring Creator, and praise His magnificence and dominion
over myriads of angels and the supernal heavens — for He enlivens them all, and all the
celestials bodies bow before Him,% as do all that is on earth and below it — there is none

other than Him.% Indeed, it is He who coronates Kings, for Majesty is His alone.?

33 From TB Niddah 45b.

34 In this document, we translate “Kavanah” interchangeably as “intention,
depending on the context. This is all the more pertinent since Kavanah is a central theme of this whole text.

» o«

concentration,” or “focus” -

Since the initial translation of this document was meant to be read by non-Jews in St. Petersburg, we too do
not use any Hebrew words or phrases in it, except in the bracketed subheadings (and footnotes) which are
additions of the English translator. Additionally, all brackets in this text are from the English translator.

35 Prayer, in general, is known as “worship of the heart” — see TB Ta’anis 2a. Similarly, the Mishnah states
that “the First Chasidim defer for one hour and only then pray, in order that they focus their hearts to G-d”
(Brachos 5:1). “Heart,” therefore, means not only the worshiper’s emotive state, but firstly his cognitive
thought-processes that, when focused properly, will generate and reveal his innate affectionate feelings towards
G-d.

36 From Nehemiah 9:6 (recited in the Morning Prayer).

37 Conflation of Deuteronomy 4:39 and 4:35.
38 From the High-Holiday morning prayers.
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— Document 3 —

The Written Testimony of the Alter Rebbe
[7-11 October 1798 — 8-12 Cheshvon 5559 — Petersburg’]
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[PREFACE]

According to what was heard definitively,® the local authorities® of Minsk have already

conducted an investigation,® in which they concluded that it [Chasidus] is indeed the same

30 Le. definitive reports that reached the AR’s ears.
31 The AR uses the Russian word, Privlene.
32 The AR uses the Russian word, Shlevstve, which means "Consequence.” Employing this term here may be

because an investigation of this type was intended to conclude certain results that shed light on the subject —
which would lead to certain actions taken (or not taken). (See below chapter 13.)

Initially, researchers conjectured that this investigation is most likely referring to the dispute of chasidim
with the community of Minsk in 5555 (1794-5), and/or possibly referring to a charge of the misnagdim of
Slutzk against the chasidim of Lechovich (see Mundshine, HaMa’asar Harishon; Levin, Igros Kodesh Admur
Hazaken, new edition). However, recent research, based on contemporaneous documents, indicates that this is
most likely related to a complaint from the Chassidim of Minsk that they filed a few months earlier (August
1798) that the community of Minsk refused to allow them to have their own prayer-house. (My deepest thanks
to Y.Y. Keller for bringing this to my attention.)
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ANSWER: Such customs can lead to innovations, so I tried to abolish them.?> No

collections are made in the synagogue. Money is gathered from Jews, based on what they

send in and their means, and the funds are spent according to the community’s needs.?

(8]

QUESTION: Who collaborates with you, or assists you, in your activities? Where are
they?

ANSWER: I do not have partners or assistants in legal matters, and never did. I do not
charge for the cases that I adjudicate. Only when the case is completed do the litigants give

me money, in the amount they wish to give and based on their means.?”

[9]

QUESTION: What is the nature of your connections with overseas? With whom? Where?

ANSWER: I have no contact with Jews from overseas — except for those in Jerusalem,
with whom I communicate in writing through emissaries who, since years ago, have been
sent from there to Poland, Lithuania, and other regions in Germany, across the border — on

behalf of the Jews of Jerusalem.2®
[10]

QUESTION: Through whom did you enter into these secret connections? How long has

this been going on?

ANSWER: I did not enter at all into any specific secret contacts. I only wrote to them in

Jerusalem to pray to God on my behalf, as many others do.
[11]

QUESTION: Do you know one Hirsh Dovidovich?

ANSWER: I know a Jew by the name Hirsh Dovidovich who lives in Vitebsk, who has a

single daughter and no sons.”

25 This somewhat negative stance that “such customs” can lead to innovation seems to imply that the AR was
willing to temper extreme behavior. From the context here it seems that this includes excessive prayer gestures
- yet in the Written Testimony (chapter 8 etc.), the AR defends this practice, even basing it on Scriptures.

26 Such as paying for meals for the poor (Written Testimony, chapter 19).
27 See Written Testimony, chapter 18.
28 See Written Testimony, chapters 20-22.

29 This was obviously not the “Hirsh Dovidovich” who signed the letter. The authorities’ search for him also
led to someone with the same name, but not the one who signed the letter.
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(4]

QUESTION: What are the origins of this sect? Who is its leader? Who are his followers?
From whom did he inherit this position to lead it?

ANSWER: This never was a new sect, it is only a matter of having different
interpretations of the sacred texts, each rabbi interpreting it according to his level of
proficiency in religious law. These interpretations are to inspire devotion [dveikus] and
enthusiasm in the sacred laws, just as the sages interpreted the L-rd’s word hundreds of
years ago — yet I cannot specify them all.?! I myself acquired my knowledge by studying

books.22

[5]

QUESTION: What is the main objective of this sect? How does it attract the public or

other Jews?

ANSWER: Without an interpreter I cannot respond appropriately.?

(6]

QUESTION: How many follow your way? Where do they live? Also, what is the level of

their devotion to this ideology and what are their unique customs?

ANSWER: They gather in the Jewish study-hall from various places. They follow their

regular customs, of making body gestures and clapping while they pray, as they so wish.?
171

QUESTION: Why are these new customs necessary? What type of gatherings do you
make in your synagogue? What is their objective? How much money is collected into the

coffer?

The answer to this question is the main objective of the AR’s Written Testimony (below) — which, in its
preface, begins with the statement that it was already decided by the authorities in Minsk that chasidus “is
indeed the same religion as Judaism and is not a new religion, heaven forbid.” Yet in order to comply with the
inquiring ministers “who want to get to the bottom of this matter, there is the need to elaborate somewhat.” The
Written Testimony was translated soon thereafter from the Hebrew into French, and only then into Russian (in
synopsis form).

21 All the many variants of interpretations of various passages.

22 This point is repeated more than once in the Written Testimony.

23 It seems that the AR’s exposition in the Written Testimony about prayer, kavanah and learning from a
rabbi or magid, is in response to this question.

24 The AR elaborates on this in the Written Testimony, chapter 8.
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— Document 2 —

The Alter Rebbe’s Oral Cross-examination in S. Petersburg

— of the inquiry concerning Zalman Borukhovich of Byelorussia —
&A of the inquiry ing Zal Borukhovich of Byel i
[7 October 1798 - 8 Cheshvon 5559 (maybe a day earlier)]

[1]
QUESTION: What is your name? Your title? Where do you live?

ANSWER: My name is Zalman Borukhovich. As for my title, there are Jews who call me
Rabbi, though some do not recognize me as a rabbi. I adjudicate the law for those who
consult me, of their own volition.’* My permanent residence is in the town of Liozni'” in the
province of Belarus under the jurisdiction of Count Khrapovisky, the son-in-law of

Laghinsky.

(2]

QUESTION: What is your profession? Do you pay taxes to the treasury according to the

law?

ANSWER: My livelihood comes from my wife, who sells bread and other goods. I am a
member of the merchants” guild, third class, and I allot a percentage of my assets to pay
taxes. I also run a {tavern} from my house. The initial investment funds for it came from

other Jews, as according to Jewish law.!

[3]

QUESTION: From information gathered, we discovered that you are considered the
leader of a new Jewish sect which originates in the town of Karlin, and that this sect is also
called “Chasids”.’* Answer truthfully to the following question: what is the difference

between this new sect and mainstream Judaism?

ANSWER: Because of the difficulty to answer this question, I cannot explain this without

an interpreter.?

16 See below, Written Testimony, chapter 13.
17 See below, Written Testimony, chapter 14.

18 All this, except for mention of the initial investment funds, is repeated in the Written Testimony,
chapter 18.

19 In the Russian transcript, “Chosid” was erroneously recorded as “Sochod.”

20 Or: Translator. At this point, there was an attempt to get an in-person interpreter. It was only after they
failed to find one in Petersburg, that they needed to rely on a translator of text in far- away Vilna.
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even splitting it in half with the royal treasury.” This is all that I have to inform you.™ I await

your just decision, your excellency, benevolent lord.

I remain your humble servant,
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13 This created financial incentive for the government to pursue these allegations.

14 From this brief document it is clear that the primary accusations against the AR and the Chasidim were: (1)
assembling Jewish youth to assist in the French Revolution (thereby threatening the Russian Empire); (2) that
these youth are stealing money from their parents in order to fund this revolution; (3) the AR’s involvement in
these activities. Nowhere here is there any mention of accusations against the teachings of chasidus per se or
even any religious component of the movement. This confirms the tradition (see e.g. Beis Rebi) that the first
arrest of the AR was mainly an attack against him personally, whereas the second arrest two years later was
mainly an attack on the teachings chasidus.

Eventually, as the investigation of the first arrest progressed, the authorities did focus on ideological issues,
as is explicitly addressed by the AR in the handwritten testimony (below) and the inter-governmental
documents pertaining to this case. Still, this was not the opening salvo that triggered the investigation. During
the second arrest, however, the charges made by Avigdor were against the teachings of chasidus from the get
go.

Also to note, that although the investigation led to allegations of the AR supporting the Ottoman Empire (due
to his involvement of raising funds for chasidim living in the Holy Land, which was then part of the Ottoman
Empire), and the AR even addressed this in his written testimony (below chapter 20-22), nonetheless, at this
initial point, the accusation was exclusively about supporting the French revolution.

15 = Son of David. The signature itself is in Hebrew (see enclosed facsimile), but in a very amateur hand and
misspelled form (for example, ny1 instead of DiX1). Its inauthenticity is so obvious that even the Gentile
ministers realized almost at once that it contained elements of forgery and therefore is highly suspicious.
Nonetheless, once the wheels of autocratic bureaucracy began to turn, it became nearly impossible to stop
them.

Who was “Hirsh Dovidovich” is a mystery until this day — but there is circumstantial evidence that Rabbi
Avigdor haimovich, who was the main instigator during the Rebbe’s second incarceration, was also involved,
together with a few others, in orchestrating this libel. Still, the letter itself seems not to have been penned by
any of them, and was written by a non- Jew, as was obvious to all. Proof for this is that there is another
unrelated accusation letter in this same dossier file that was sent with this one and in the same handwriting and
signature, dated 10 May — which was the first day of Shavuos!
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delinquents, and compiling lists of them with the intention to get them to assist the

revolution unfolding in France.”

Meanwhile, they do not do anything — other than that while they wait to join the French
revolution, they live without any discipline, filling themselves with various indulgences and
much extravagance. They drink and eat excessively and loiter about idly, leading each other
into debauchery. They also steal and take bribes, and shower much misfortune and great

shame on all their relatives.

My children too — my very own sons! — stole all my money, in excess of 10,000 rubles,
and they made their way to Zalman Borukhovich of Liozni. I was unable to follow up on the
whereabouts of my sons and the other miscreants due to payoffs.® They also have comrades
and disciples of Rabbi Borukhovich in the city of St. Petersburg who intercede on their behalf

and protect them.’

The only sentence they deserve is that they be drafted and be sent to the battlefront — or,
perhaps, to exile them to the prairies! on a permanent settlement!! — both them and their
leader, Zalman, together with them. There they will have their promised and expected Holy
Land, and they will also have the mythic Wild Bull and Leviathan Fish there too.'?

I present all this, under oath, before His Royal Highness, the Czar, for his astute

consideration — and to {execute} the law with them by confiscating the money they have,

7 This was during the height of the French Revolution, and Napoleon Bonaparte’s first main campaign to
conquer Europe and the Middle East. Czar Paul I considered Napoleon his arch-enemy, viewing the French
Revolution as a direct threat to the stability of the Czar’s throne. This was used by the Rebbe’s adversaries as a
pretense to convince the ever-suspicious Czar that the chasidim are covert revolutionaries. During this period,
there were various secretive groups with sympathies to the French revolution, such as the Freemasons and the
[lluminati, which were viewed with utmost suspicion by Russia. So by accusing the chasidic movement in a
similar vein it was certain to gain the attention of the Russian authorities.

8 The informant is claiming that there are people inside the government who received bribes from the
chasidm in order not to allow him to track down his children.

9 There were only a few chasidim (like Jews in general) who were allowed to live in Petersburg. Amongst
them were twelve chasidim who, since the 1770s, the Alter Rebbe had assigned that they live in the capital in
order to intervene on the behalf of the Jewish community when the needs arose. Apparently, during the period
of this feud, there were competing factions of Jews in the capital trying to further their own agendas, the
Chasidim for their causes and the Misnagdim for theirs. The ministers themselves were not always keen on the
subtle differences between the two groups, and would oscillate between these two groups in showing them

favor.

10 Or: marshes.

11 Possibly referring to the-then recently annexed Crimea and other annexed territories in the south, where
the government had a program to resettle the lands with serfs and ethnic groups from the north. Alternatively,
this may be referring to the Pripet Marshes (aka the Pinsk Marshes).

12 According to tradition, the Feast of the Righteous that will be held when the Messiah arrives will comprise
these two behemoth creatures. See, for example, TB Bava Basra 74b-75a, Midrash Bamidbar Rabah, Shemini,
chapter 13.
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PRIMARY DOCUMENTS RELATING TO
THE ARREST AND LIBERATION OF THE ALTER REBBE

Translation and footnotes by Baruch Thaler, uncle of the Kallah'

— Document 1 —
Letter of Accusations against the Alter Rebbe and Chasidim, by “Hirsh Dovidovich”

(sent to the General Prosecutor? of the Russian Empire, Pyotr Lopukhin,? in St. Petersburg)

8 May 17984 [4 Sivan 5558] — Vilna
Very honorable Duke,> very benevolent lord!

In the Byelorussian region, in the town of Liozni, there is a character who surfaced, one

Rabbi Zalman Borukhovich,® who is networking, going about gathering young Jews who are

! Translated from a Hebrew translation of the Russian original (see Y. Mundshein, HaMa’aser haRishon, and
idem, ed., Kerem Chabad #4 vol. 1; Igros Kodesh Admur HaZakein, new edition, S.B. Levin ed.;). All other
documents enclosed are the same, except for the Rebbe’s Written Testimony (Document #3 below), which was
written in his own hand in Hebrew (see facsimile enclosed).

After completing and editing the English translation of this document, I discovered that it was also translated
by Y.Y. Keller, though unpublished. He graciously shared his version with me, as he did with his incomplete
translation of the Written Testimony. Similarly, an English translation of the Written Testimony was made by L.
Liberow and presented in Principles magazine in 2016, also unknown to me until recently (apparently it is only
available online). However, the other versions are incomplete and also do not have the copious notes and
research as this one has. Still, I cursorily compared my translation to the others before publication - if only to
make sure that I did not make any blatant errors - and for this I am indebted to them. Our styles differ, but the
content is the same. I also include here translations of the oral cross-examination and the Czar’s final order
(Documents #2 and #4 below) which they did not translate.

The material presented here is part of a work-in-progress which (based on contemporary and other sources)
will cover: the feud that built-up and led to the Alter Rebbe’s first arrest; the first arrest and liberation; the two
years leading up to the second arrest; the second arrest and liberation; and the years immediately after the
arrests. Therefore, please do NOT republish the material enclosed here without the explicit permission of
the translator. Thanks. If anyone has comments etc. on any of this material, please email them to:
brooklynbj@yahoo.com [=B.T.].

2 Or: Procurator-General. This was one of the highest positions in Czarist Russia, a combination of Attorney
General and head of the duma (senate). In this role, he was active both in major cases that came to the attention
of the authorities in the capital, and also served as a conduit between the duma and the Czar.

3 For more about Lupokhin, see: https: //en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pyotr Lopukhin

4 This date is according to the Julian calendar (used by Czarist Russia), as are all other dates on these
documents. For the Gregorian calendar, add 11 days.

5 The title Duke is employed here in the generic sense, for Lopukhin in fact carried the title Prince, and
members of the Lopukhin clan married into the Romanov dynasty (see the Wikipedia entry above, and:
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lopukhin family).

6 = Son of Baruch. (Individuals were identified by their patronym before the mandatory requirement of
surnames was instituted in the nineteenth century.)
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B"H

FOREWORD

With gratitude to Hashem, we present to you this Teshurah (memento) in honor of this joyous

occasion: the wedding of Sholom Dov Ber Tiefenbrun with Chanah (nee Chaddad).

This Teshurah is bi-lingual. The Hebrew section begins with the Rebbe’s chasuna letter to the
Kallah’s Chaddad grandparents. This is followed by a reply (Ma’aneh) of the Rebbe to the
grandmother of the Kallah, Mrs. Rachel Thaler. It then goes on to include memories, stories and
biographies of the two grandfathers of the Choson, Rabbis Sholom Dov Ber Eichorn (the
namesake of the Choson) and Rabbi Elozor Kalman Tiefenbrun, and their memories relating to
the Previous Rebbe and the Rebbe. Also included are chasidishe stories and vignettes recorded
by the father of the Choson, Rabbi Chaim Dovid Aharon Tiefenbrun, and his brother, Rabbi

Elimelech Tiefenbrun over the years.

At the beginning, we include a hitherto unknown version of a story (in Yiddish) of the Baal
Snem Tov with the Rebbe’s handwritten corrections and comments, and with Hebrew
translation. This version is from materials that Professor A.J. Heschel collected for his research of
chasidus. The father of the Choson has been researching and published his findings about this
story, so included here are his insights of this story. In addition to this, we include several letters
from the Previous rebbe and the Rebbe to Prof. Heschel. Special thanks to Yehudah DovBer
Zirkind for finding and sharing the material related to Prof. Heschel.

For the English section, we present a new translation of documents relating to the first arrest
and liberation of the Alter Rebbe. This includes: (1) the letter of accusations against the Alter
Rebbe that triggered the investigation which led to his arrest; (2) the oral cross-examination of the
Alter Rebbe; (3) the Alter Rebbe’s handwritten responses to the allegations against him, and his
thorough explanation of what chasidus and prayer with kavanah is; (4) the Czar’s order to
release the Alter Rebbe. The connection of this to the date of the wedding is that it was on Rosh
Chodesh Nisan 5561 (1801) that Czar Paul I, by whom the Alter Rebbe was arrested twice, was
assassinated — which led to full liberation of the Alter Rebbe from S. Petersburg around a week
later. All the above was done by the uncle of the Kallah, Baruch Thaler, who also worked on

collecting and organizing the materials for this Teshurah.

It is our hope that in the merit of our Rebbeim and the grandparents of the Choson and

Kallah, that the newlyweds will build a faithful house of Israel and will live a flourishing life

together, together with the full revelation of Moshaich speedily in our days, amen!

Mazal Tov!
TIEFENBUN FAMILY CHADDAD FAMILY

Rosh Chodesh Nissan, the month of Geulah, 5784
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