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By the Grace of G=d
30th of Menachem Av
6716, Brooklyn, N.Y.

Mr, Pesach Chayyim and

Mrs, Miriam
Neuman

21 Supple Road
Roxbury, Mass.

Greeting and Blessing:

I received with pleasure your letter with the news of your son
Judah Leib's forthcoming Bar Mitzvah this coming Shabbos at the Congregation
NusachHoari. I was partioularly gratified to note that you recognize the
good whichyour son has derived from his attendance at the Lubavitcher Yeshiva
Achei Tmimim in your community, which is expressed in your letter and in the
b iy enclosed poem, It pleases me all the more since it gives me the assurance
1 that not only will Judah Leib's education continue as heretofore, but that
! also the education of your other children, as well as the general way of
life of your home and yourselves will follow in this directionm.

As for your feeling of gratitude, I would say in the words of my
father-in-law's father of saintly memory, who remarked in a similar instance:
"If you truly wish to give me pleasure, then do your best to see that other
Jews emulate you." I hope that you will indeed use your good influence with
your friends and acquaintances not only to support Lubavitz actively, but
what is most essential, to live in the spirit of Lubavitz in their daily
life, they and their childrem. The merit of your good efforts in this
directbn will increase G-d's blessings in your home to have much Yiddish
Nachas from your children and from yourselves in comfort and peace.

With the blessyng Mazzaltov,

Cordially}
) ¢ty us26m




IRDTI W 27N DMIN YW XN 920 NNPwH 71wn

m'wn

A

nya MY

At 200  wOD

“.31 v

W Mg nascd A P

R DWTT Y

XOYW "R prI Nl
(s"wwn 02 ‘1) "azm 13" N % Wpa Apa) N*a N

mwy?”

*2AN02W

1w REW Yyop mivayed

[ 1wn 900 1)

raboys

NON NIIYD WP DIANIN DY NPT MY 190N N2 NOMIND MIYN

:MINND N1

19912 MM IN NIV NN NI PYIMVYYY

NINY 1997 MY DNI991 WNM 1IN D7 NY YaNINAY INYA AN

110N n77UN WTR NMIvn viR™?

19 £oru000  BRy ey

3, 32

J12Y AT MDY

MORDECAI KAPLAN DEAD AT 102

Dr. Mordecai Kaplan, the founder
of the ioni

can life. Out of that struggle, the Re-

and considered one of the most influ-
ential scholars in the history of Juda-
ism, died last week at the Hebrew
Home for the Aged in Riverdale, N.Y.
He was 102 years old.

Many of the key developments in
Jewish life today are based on con-
cepts Kaplan developed during his
long career—concepts like the organic
Jewish community, Judaism as a reli-
gious civilization with its spiritual cen-

emerged,
He was denounced by the Orthodox
who put him in herem (excommunica-
tion), a somewhat less than drastic ban
in an open society.

Influenced Reform,
Conservative Judaism

Kaplan originally developed Recon-
structionism not as another branch of
Judaism but as a stimulation (o think-
ing in non-Orthodox forums. His ideas

ter in Israel, the synagogue center and
summer camp movements, Jewish
community centers, the public celebra-
tion of Bat Mitzvah, and an American
version of the European self-governing
Jewish community (kehilla).

Kaplan's ideological history was
one of a struggle between the Ortho-
dox beliefs he was taught and by
which he lived, until he decided that
such a Jewish outlook was incompati-
ble with the outlook of Jews born and
raised in the unique freedom of Ameri-

Reform and
Conservative Judaism. But the pres-
sures for change which his teachings
generated led to thé crystallization of
the movement in its own institutions.

One was the Socicty for the Ad-
vancement of Judaism (SAJ), the pilot
Reconstructionist congregation in
Manhattan, which Kaplan founded and
served as rabbi even while continuing
his teaching duties at the Jewish
Theological Seminary of Ametica and
his busy schedule of writing and lect-

=

uring.

With the publication in the 1930's
of his major work, “Judaism as a Civi-
lization,” Kaplan delincated the basic
strueture of his outlook, in which he
defined the elements of an “evolying
religious civilization." This was to be
developed in his prolific writing over
many decades. A bibliography of his
printed works on the occasion of his
100th birthday included over 700
items,

Born in Lithuania. Kaplan came to
the U.S. with his parents at the age of
eight. A student at the JTS from the
age of 12, Kaplan was ordained in
1902 and began to serve as “minister”
of Congregation Kehilath Jeshurun in
New York. Later he became the rabbi
there after receiving his ordination on
a trip to Europe in 1908,

In the June 1980 issue of “The Re-
constructionist,” Kaplan was de-
scribed “as the one man who has

taught at least three of the

N\ S ¢
Rabbi Mordecai M. Kaplan

“Perhaps no man ever became more
obsessed with a cause then he. For
him the cause was the survival of the
Jewish people, physically, spiritually,
culturally. From heder to yeshiva,
from public school to university. from
the Jewish Theological Seminary to

Jews how to think about Judaism in
the modern world” Continuing, the
editorial stated:

Col-

lege, he clung to his single purpose, the
reconstruction of Judaism for the
Twentieth Century." -
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