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Talks and Tales 5 Dy
1. Around the year

Chanukah — Festival of Dedication and Light

CHANUKAH - FESTIVAL OF DEDICATION AND LIGHT

Chanukah means dedication. We celebrate Chanukah on the
anniversary of the dedication - more precisely, "rededication® -
of the Beis Hamikdosh, after it had been defiled (made unholy)
by the Greek King Antiochus and his men during the Greek occupation
of the Ho(fl)?rfarin:&l:n 'lzgpgegfgggeaq\%éns "to make holy." When the
Beis Hamikdosh was built, it was dedicated to the service of
HasShem, as were all its vessels and sacred objects, like the

\\_h_aimozah, mizbe'ach (altar) and all the rest. Th% ancient
i ,( Greeks were idol worshippers, and King Antioehus?[{ickname&_
Fﬁ ?V;ﬁsJ "the madman®™) set out to force the Jewish people to serve the
g_l_? ‘# tdm¥® many gods and idols which he served. He issued cruel
wl '-_,/ decress, forbidding the Jews -on penalty of death! - to study
<" Torah and do Mitzvos. He ordered that the holy service to G-d
in the Beis Hamikdosh was forbidden , too: instead, sacrifices
were to be oiffered only to the Greek gods. Thus the Beis
Hamikdosh was made unholy. C
Then old Mattisychu, the son of Yochanan the Rohen Godaol
(High Priest), with his sons and a handful of faithful fnllﬁwers

rose up against the Greek oppressors, They fought a series of

desperate battles against overwhelming odds, and miraculo
won epch ?( them. Finally the enemy was defeated and dri
out of the Land of Israel. The victorious fighters thenm en

S

the Beis Hamikdosh, cleansand purified it, and rededicated it
to the service of HaShem. Searching for pure, holy olive oil
with which to light the Menorah again, they found only one small
cruse of oil which had miraculously esca'peﬁ; the unclean hands

of Antiochus's men, with the seal of tmz Kohen Godol intact.

Once again HaShem showed His special kindness to His people,

The article states:

»The ancient Greeks were idol worshippers, and King Antioghus IV (micknamed the madman”) set out to
force the Jewish people to serve the many gods and idols which he served.”

On this the Rebbe commented:
o N (1] - nnna(? ]o‘np % ON 99aY
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for the little oil - sufficient only for one day - lasted for

eight days, until fresh pure and holy olive oil could be prepared

for the Menorah.
> This is why we celebrate Chanumkah on the anniversary of
the dedication of the Beis Hamikdosh (25th of Kislev) for eight
"Z) days, lighting the Chanukah candles each night of Chanukah, in

i!‘( increasing numbers, addin§ one candle each night from the second

night on.
(\ x the number of the Chanukah lights each
night of Chanukaht @ —15 emphedege tle anct yF Kol Fol

{ ¥
f’l J the Menorah kept on sh;mng' from day to day, each day the

Q‘ ;‘1 miracle was more wonderfull Thn tluw?‘, shpwled ?J‘ P !"”-"t“

! ( l' e A ghed mym:
:#ﬂ. An even more meaningful explanation is the following:
1 ;
B ) TR The Menorah was lit in the Beis Hamikdosh not because it
? “, would be dark there without its light. It was lit xa as a

symbol and reminder of the Divine light of t‘arah and Mitzvos
true
(Ner - Mitzva v'Torah - Or) which is the source of/Jewish life

and light in our everyday living. This Divine light - the light
of the Torah and Mitzvos, of all that is good and holy - is

~unlimited; and nuweverhright and- good our daily life seems to

be, there it aluys room for a little more light,amd more

Torah and mbr_e Mitzvos and more lov:.nqkindness. Lighting the

Ch‘anukah lights in increasing numbers from day to day reminds us

'.cf =8 that little extra we can do to make our day‘\brxghter
and better - bcrth for ourselves, in our home, as well as for
others outside; which is the reason why the Chanukah lights
which we light at home have to been seen also outside, makg{t

an ever happier Chanukah for all around.

The article states:

7One of the ;xplanations why we increase on the number of the Chanukah lights each night of Chanukah is
— to emphasize the miracle with the oil. For as the oil did not burn out, and the Menorah kept on shining
from day to day, each day the miracle was more wonderful! This clearly showed G-d’s love for the peoplé
over and over again.”

The Rebbe circled the word »Why [we increase]”’, and wrote:

NININ DUPNY YN I N HNYY W A :(19NY 199) NI DX I”KYN (PITANRY P9 - VI92) VIPYA NN Nt
NoHvY
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Three Thousand Three Hundred Years Ago — Pesach 2448-5748

ﬁvw
A i
Q& /‘.l‘ THREE THOUSAND THREE HUNDRED YEARS AGO
an 2448 - 5748
\l On the 15th of Nissan, in the year 2448, all Jews -

men, women, and children - with their domestic animals

and all their possessions, walked out of Egypt triumphantly
and with pride With that greatest Exodus in mankind's
history, HaShem féf%fl?gg} £1g§§§§22§§92352 g:iher Abraham,
made 430 years earlier. On that occasion G-d informed
Abraham that his children would suffer exile and slavery

for 400 years in a land not theirs, but then would walk

out free men "with great wealth," and return to the land
that G-d promised to be the Land of the Jewish pecople for

ever.

The "great wealth" was to be not only material wealth -
gold and silver and livestock, and the like. Infinitely
greater was the spiritual wealth that awaited them seven
weeks later, when G-d gave them the Torah and Mitzvot at

Mount Sinai.

During the following forty years, HaShem led our people
through the wilderness. Here, in a no man's land," HaShem

nu tnnu

took care of our fledgling Jewish peepde with most wonderful
kindness: He fed é;;ﬁixiégd* heavenly food (manna), supplied
them with fresh water (from Miriam's Well, a rolling rock
that accompanied them everywhere), protected them from heat
and cold with the Clouds of Glory?\gfgk

them, yaerying—&hengihm&4ﬁx;baLa,wiﬂgsltqhthesanomieed—

ftan&f And almost exactly forty years later, on the 10th

othed them and shod

of Nissan, our Jewish people crossed the River Jordan into

el aaad

the land that became the Holy Land the moment our people

»During the following forty years, HaShem led out people through the wilderness. Here, in a no man’s
land”, HaShem took care of our fledgling Jewish nation with the most wonderful kindness: He fed our
people heavenly food (manna), supplied them with fresh water (from Miriam’s well, a rolling rock that
accompanied them everywhere), protected them from heat and cold with the Clouds of Glory, and clothed

them and shod them, earrying-themon-eagle:swings:to-the Promisedand.”
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First Day of Pesach that occurs on Shabbos

Note: Inasmuch as the first day of Pesach occurs
this year on Shabbos, the first Seder being on
Friday night, it should be remembered that all
activitie¢s which are forbidden on Shabbos are
forbidden also this Shabbos, even in preparation
for the Seder. Therefore, care should be taken

to prepare everything for the Seder on Erev-Pesach,
i.e. during the day of Friday.

As usual when Yom Tov immediately follows Shabbos,
it is forbidden to prepare =nything on Shabbos

1) . for,Yom Tov.

Moy S |

s A Iod | | VATODIEINU; HAVDALAH

i B 5% i ins dhis ye inarion of Shabbes. Thire-
] 1'The second night of Pesach begins this year .t the termination of Shubbos. Th

. ' fore the prayer Vatodieinu is said in the Maariv Awmidah, at the termination of
{ ! ' Shabbos. In the Kiddush of the Second Seder. Havdalah is added, in the following
" order: Blessing over wine; Kiddush; blessing uver light; Havdalah; Shehecheyumu.

1As usual when Yom Tov immediately follows Shabbos, it is forbidden to prepare anything on Shabbos for
the 2nd day of Yom Tov.”
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The Seventh Day of Pesach

THE SEVENTH DAY OF PESACH

The seventh day of Pesach has special significance. On
that day the great miracle of Yam Suf, the Read Sea (or Red Sea),
took place, when the Jews crossed through it on dry land. Then
not only did the Almighty save the Jews from the pursuing
Egyptians, but he drowned all the Egyptians with their horses
and chariots - all except Pharfgh. The Almighty allowed him to
survive so that all his life he would bemoan his misfortune, in
punishment for having treated the Jews cruelly. He would chus
also serve as a living warning to the Egyptian people and other
tyrants.

When the Jews left Egypt on thet}ZFh day of Nissan (in the
yvear 2448 after Creation) "with ahgiééty hand,” with pride and
joy, they thought they would nevermore have to see their cruel
oppressors. But thgiéapighty had a different plan. He wanted
to showt}he Jews,f}%;iﬁgy;tians and the whole world even greater
wonders than those He showed them in Egypt. If everyone saw

the¥%e The finger of G-d," now, at the Reed Sea, they saw "G-d's

* mighty hand." /
g Op M s

_Before-the 7th day after the Exodus from Egypt, the Jews

—
N

S

et

#“" | reached the banks of the Read Sea. Suddenly they heard the
~ . sound of horses, riders and chariots - the mightiest Egyptian
army, led by Pharpgh himself! He had regretted having allowed

the Jews to leave Egvpt and decided he would capture them before

G die to 5
they went too far, and \again’make them his slavesy

No wonder that a great fear enveloped the Jjews. For they

did not know it was G-d's plan to test them and, at the same time,
show a Divine revelation which even the great Frophet Yechezkel -

- : S see And
for whom the Heavmes opened - did not have the merit To sec.

Y P 13 g w3d th finger and
Here, even small Jewish children could peint with a fing

The article states:

nBefere On the eve of 7th day after the Exodus from Egypt, the Jews reached the banks of the Red Sea.
Suddenly they heard the sound of horses, riders and chariots — the mightiest Egyptian army, led by Pharaoh
himself!”

Regarding the words ”"Before/On the eve” the Rebbe commented:
At myTn [(NNOY NINI1=] ¥Ina 49915
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A Shovuoth Game

ol

Eo A SHOVUOS GAME

re
It was a few days before Shovuog. The children were sitting

in their classroom, waiting for their teacher. But, instead of
their teacher, the Principal walked in.

The children 'stood up, respectfully, wondering about the
reason. The Principal told the children to be seated, saying:
"Your teacher is unable to come to school today, but I think you
are old enough to manage yourselves for this lesson, which is less
than an hour's time. Who would volunteer to be the substitute
teacher?"

A number of hands went up.
—ﬁ The Principal pointed to a boy, saying:
"David, are you ready to take over the class?"

‘Q "0oh no, not I. I wanted to suggest Yossi. He is very good
or the job." t 4z P *
? Geecpt @_4{‘1‘;‘:% s LAl aet frordze
"So, Reb Yosef - do you agfe??“
"Yes, I do."
fare
"So come over here and %tk over."
Yossi came and stood near the Principal who put a friendly
hand on Yossi's shoulder, saying:

"I feel sure you will know how to appreciate the responsibility

now put upon you. In the next 45 minutes, placed in your hands, are

e - Jewish children - children of G-d. And these 45 minutes are not i
B0 o et M et B el R e B e g
e just for you, bu n or each ©OFf your students.¥ do not =1 9

R
ro,

o

need to remind you of the Mishna in Ovos (Perek 6: Mishna 12) which
stresses the importance of respecting the honor of a student, and
even more, the honor of a friend, and particularly, the honor of

a teacher. Now here you have before you - someone who is your
friend and teacher combined.

o
il '§P7’§€E)Y038f, open your mouth and let your bright words

il i 1

The article states:

] feel sure you will know hoyv to appreciate the responsibility now put upon you. In the next 45 minutes,
placgd in your hands, are Jewish children — children of G-d. And these 45 minutes are not just for you, but
45 minutes for each of your students. One minute wasted means 30 minutes wasted!”

lfleilgarc?ing the words ”One minute wasted means 30 minutes wasted” the Rebbe instructed to clarify the
ollowing:

INS (DY) 30 25
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Tears and Consolation

S H=‘
" .‘J'Ft

‘tents in the wilder;&ss Meeplng and walllng. They had }usfl

heard the report of the returning scouts, who had spent forty

days spying out the land that HaShem had promised to givep’ them

as an everlasting inheritance. The scouts (all except Yehoshua

and Caleb) had declared that the Promised Land could not be conguere

and, in any case, it wasn't worth fighting for. The people
wanted

belzeved the misleading

and miracles which HaShem had so lovingly done for them -
taking them out of Egyptian slavery, splitting the sea for them,
defeating the Amalekites, providing them with manna from heaven

and water from a rock, a d, greatest of all, giving them His

anah.'-that lhey shonl& have known that HaShem would not

'abandan them, mndlwnuid fulfi His promise and lead them

W s

the sound of their wailzngn,nd

: aShem sqxd.ﬁ'!au ﬂﬁ?
the time will come when you will have real

'nnw wathout eause.
cause to yeep this nlght'” Thereupon HaShem decreed that
ﬂ.r i}.r .y 4

\\ both the flrst and the gecond Bejss Hamikdqsh should be qujzoféd

on Tisha b'Av, and the Jewish people would be d

nThereupon HaShem decreed that the destructions of both the first and the second Beth Hamikdosh should
be on Tisha b’Av».
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2. Jewish History

Naftoli and his tribe

G-d told Gideon there was no need for such an army, since it was

to be a stunningly miraculous victory. Gideon disbanded his whole
army, except for 300 men who had never worshipped the Canaanite

god Baal. With this small army Gideon prepared to attack %Euge

army of Midianites and Amalekites as numerous "as the sand on the
sea shife." Gideon divided his men into three groups of one hundred

Lot
men\?nd stationed them on three sides of the enemy's camp. He used

and

A

the strategy qfia cattle rustler who wishes to stampede a herd of
P

is men was "armed" with a horn/ an empty pitcher

cattle. Each o

in which was concealed a torch. At a given signal, when‘ﬁad retired

»Gideon divided his men into three groups of one hundred men each and stationed them on three sides of
the enemy’s camp. He used the strategy of ... a cattle rustler who wishes to stampede a herd of cattle.”

7

b

the wisdom, and understanding and skill to do all works in brass"
(I Rings 7:13-14). Hiram fashioned and cast the pillars and
columns, adorned with capitals (heads); nets of checker works,

0,:\\\ wreaths of chaln work, pomegranates, etc. It was Hiram who cast

A Roal o —
‘Agajli the two famous plllars Yachin and Bo'az; also the molten "Sea"
‘ R ada
‘\:,y:( resting or}.{tenkb;;;} ten lavers (from which the Kchanim washed thei
™
4 /’hands and feet before beginning their holy service); and all

the holy vessels that were made of brass, in addition to those

that were made of gold.

When the Jewish Kingdom was split into two: the Northern,

nIt was Hiram who cast the two famous pillars Yachin and Boraz p”71nn%5 n©250 97198 23wn ymyy; also
the molten ”Sea” resting on ten bases 2P 29"".
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The Silver Sockets

c of the sedras of this month is the

The geﬁéfdl topi
construction of the Mishken (Sanctuary) - in the form of 6.
Tabernacle (tent) - that accompanied the Jewish people
during their forty years' travel through the desert on the
way to the Promised Land.

When HaShem ordered the construction of the Mishkan

with all its furnishings and holy vessels, he told Moshe
Rabbeinu to call for contributions in gold, gilver, brass,

and various other wamimak necessary items, including precious

stones. With the exception of one item, all contributions
were to be voluntary, "out of generosity of one's heart."

Indeed, in a matter of two days all the items, the gold,

s S et T g S A
Lji“' . gilver, and so on, were over€E§§Z?EEEa; and the people were
told to bring no more.

The one exception was a seemingly "minor" article - the
i of Shittim-woed
ﬁ,siﬁggr sockets that were to hold the boards/forming the
ol was made for
. walls of the Mishkan. For these sockets a special call /
silver :
&P a/half-shekel per person,yfich or poor; no more and no

less.

P It is not ImmmdiakEXy understandable, at first glance,

The article states:

rIndeed, in a matter of two days all the i i
items, t i
o y , the gold, silver, and so on, were oversubscribed, and the people

The Rebbe circled the word ”[over]subscribed”, and questioned:

P NPT N T
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b e
i E_

It will now become clear why every
Jew, rich and poor alike, had an equal
share in the silver sockets of the Mish-
kan, for these sockets symbolize the
quality of humility and kabbolath ol,
which is the basic approach to Divine
service, and is the same for 4/l Jews.

Of course, this is but the first step,
albeit the basic one. There is a long
journey ahead, and one step does not
make a journey; it only sfarts one on
a journey. Without the sockets there
could be no Mishkan, but the sockers
were not the whole Mishkan. There were
the boards, and the curtains, and its
various sacred vessels, all of which sym-
belize man’s spiritual and mental powers,
and em}ﬁs physical and material re-
sources. Man must consecrate all of them
to the service of G-d. Here there can
be no single uniform measure for all;
each one has to use his resources ac-
cording to his means. A contribution
that may be generous enough for a poor

Fomprrer Emame:

man, is not at all fitting for a rich
man. The same is true of spiritual and
mental riches. The person who has been
blessed with a greater capacity for
learning and understanding, must devote

. .more time to Torah study, and study it

more deeply, than the person who is less
gifted; a person who is in a position of

influence has greater Fesponsibilities than ~ /'

the person who is not in the same posi-
tion. Everyone must dedicate himself to
the service of G-d according to his means
and the generosity of his heart.

This is why the contributions to the
Mishkan were not fixed at a uniform
level for all, with the exception of the
silver sockets. But in the sockets of the
Mishkan everyone, rich and poor, had
an identical share. So it is in regard to
the spiritual “sockets,” the quality of
humility and submission to G-d (kab-
bolath ol)—the very foundation of our
Jewish way of life.

The article states:

rIt will now become clear why ewvery the Jew, rich and poor alike, had an equal share in the silver sockets of

the Mishkan.

The Rebbe drew an arrow to the word 7every”, and commented:

»The person who has been blessed with a greater capacity for learning and understanding, must devote more
time to Torah study, and study it more deeply, than the person who is less gifted; a person who is in a position
of influence has greater community responsibilities then the person who is not in the same position.”
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Korach’s Rebellion

. Korach was particularly angry because his
ounger cousin Elitzofon,the son of Uzziel,

the youngest of his father's brothers, was ap-
pointed head of the K'hos clan, while he, Korach,
was bypassed. And although knew that Moshe ‘
did nothlng of his own o , but his evéfy el
word and deed was directed by HaShem, Korach's
jealousy and lust for power completely turned

his head. So he stirred up

»And although he knew that Moshe did nothing of his own aeeerd wish, but his every word and deed was
directed by HaShem, Korach’s jealousy and lust for power completely turned his head.”

Korach was not étupid, % was he ign~orant. He knew full well
that the Torah ma requires to have a Mezuza on all the doorposts
of a Jewish home, no matter how many huly books are in the house.

{/;;;Thg wanted to confuse the people thhin hearing of his voice,
eapeclally those who were not fmmilia: with all the details wf

the #ew Torah laws, hoping that in this way he may make the
people think that perhaps 1s not all that' w1se amé humble and

and holyﬂnghchey had thought. ;

The Midrash tells us further how cunningly Korach misrepre-]
sented andrdistorted the laws of the Torah to make them appear
unreasonable, harsh, and cruel. The point Korach wanted to make

" is that Moshe an—d his Torah are false; there must another and

better Torah - and he, Korach is the one to give it to them.

"
To make this point, Korach told the people the following pprable:
: it e [ g B e T m B ) bt 7 )

nKorach was not stupid, nor was he ignorant. He knew full well that the Torah requires to have a Mezua on
all the doorposts of a Jewish home, no matter how many holy books are in the house. 3935 97 by 900
(197730 $HPV2 - NOYY POINY) /HoY MNVINAY PR - (NYIN NDIDY NYHV) AWITP N9 N7¥7. But he wanted to
confuse the people withing hearing of his voice, especially those who were not familiar with all the details
of the Torah laws, hoping that in this way he may make the people think that perhaps Moshe is not all that
wise, humble and holy as they had thought.”

nKorach told the people the following parable story:
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A poor widow had a field, an ox and a donkey. She wished

to harness the two animals tugethér to piow her field. Came Moshe

and told her it was forbidden to plow with an ox and a donkey to-

gether. ‘When she waa about to plant her field, Moshe forbaae ‘her

to plant th@ flelﬂ with miﬂgleﬂ seeds H\ifﬂerent kinds of seeds
mixed together) . At harveat the the poor widow was told she
must leave a corner of the fxel& unreaped for the poor; nor was
she allowed ta gather up gleanlngs {stray stalks) fallen during
the fruits of
reaping. She was so upset at having to share/her hard labors
with other poor wxdmwa and orphans, she forgot a sheaf in the
"fiuld, and, when Wi mated ko go back for Lt, she was told 1t

Ry m#hav*it balongeﬁ tﬂ ‘the poor, too. Fﬁd u@ Wlth

the;e fnrced contrxbutxons, the pmor WGman sold her field and
-hought sheep. When the flrstllngn af the sheep were born, comes
aharon and élaims every firstbarn male lamb as his due-accardlng L
the Laﬁ of Moshe. .Ai shearing time, Aharon comes again to claim
‘the first fleece of the sheep as hls due. When she }anﬁs to

wwm

Eaﬁlly, ahe is told she must ﬁy

iaughter a sheep tn tead her

I ‘ Mw"‘ i e i it !
' Sanctuary have it alll' and,
the Sanctuary and she loses ekerf%hing!
"Now, what do you think of these two men, Moshe and Aharon?"

Kbrach concluded, turning to hﬁw followers. Ana they cried out,

”ﬁhame, ahamel' W

ﬂuedlesg/;a say, Hoshe was te
I
1%1uﬁ Not thlt‘he Eelt 5
i B

%B}y’&istresgdf; thln ngw/

et T

"When she.was about to plant her field, Moshe forbade her to plant the field with mingled seeds - @NYa
(different kinds of seeds mixed together).”
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Devorah the prophetess :

;40 J;
of Devorah and Barak) Devorah composed :Sbeem in the spirit of

prophecy about the miraculous deliverance.

Song of Devorah

is only second to the Song which Mosheh and the children of Israel

sang after the miraculous crossing of the Red Sea. /The Song of

— R e /
//BeVorah is certalnly ameng the most "beautiful saylngs" that—EEg/

Tribe of Naftoli produced. Indeed, the e

e

G
There is an opinion among our Sages that Barak was the
(Tuttes S0
husband of Devorah who is descrlbed/ﬁgﬁ“€ﬁg/wife of Lapidos."

(Lapid means "flame," and Barak means "lightning," the similarity

of meaning suggesting that the same man was known by both names).

nDevorah composed a poem song in the spirit of prophecy about the miraculous deliverance.”

Habakkuk the prophet

Mnholambemmveryuh&dt,‘

: y * through the prayers and help of the
mmmﬁmmghm pmpbaHahakkuk:hazmblam
me and meekly lay down at my smdy
mmmﬁfﬂmm« “.' of““‘ukM-

wrumn.dwvn:n the Buﬁ.:dkﬂ after

»The prophecies of Habakkuk are written down in the book called after him. This boos is the eight of the
»Twelve ”small” Prophets” in the Bible.”
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3. In Nature’s Wonderland

The reason for creation

2

A big, strong horse, or a gigantic elephant can be led by a small child/
And were it not for the natural fear that the Creator put into all His
creatures +that they should fear and obey humans, ﬁo human being would
be able to protect himself, not only from huge and vicious animals, but
even from flocks of tiny birds. If any of the ceartures would rise
against Man, even atomic bombs would not help to protect him.

If the s%)dould move out of its orbit a 5343 gpié—br th nearer to
the earth, the earth weuld burn to a cinder and be destroyed. And if the
sun would move from its orbit‘jfﬁj{;-biﬁaézh away from the earth, the
earth and all creatures would freeze to death.

If the oceans would not observe the law of the Creator not to go
beyond the boundary of dry land, the waves would wgp{é flood the entire
earth.

S0, do you think the Creator created the whole world for humankind
just people could eat and drink and have similar pleasures? Could that
be all, no more? If that were go, then a human being would be no
superior to any animal that also eats and drinks and enjoys life. In
what way would a human being show that he, or she, is worthy enough to
be served by all other so-~called "lower" creatures? By what right or
merit could a human being expect them even to give their lives for him?

The only way a human being can merit his exalted privileged position
in the world is by using his g~d-given intelligence to show that he
recognizes that there is a Creator, whom he is ready to serve with no
less;felf- a;§§¥1ce than that of the animals serving him.

The Creator also gave Man "freedom of choice" to serve Him willingly,
or not at all. (Angels do not have this choice, to do good of bad.)

At the aame thePMan has been given the ability to overcome temptations ang
hxndrances, whether they come froMevil forces around him, or from
within himself Man has thg power to ascand ever higher in W%qgervice

tc his Creator by ovetg . all nssativ? ‘leanings and behaVLng
in his dglly l;l.fe in the fullm ‘harmony with the will ef the Almighty.
% gree v

There is. ‘o 1 I oodness ﬁnd holine%q;so a person gan reach higher

their pe:manent 1eve1).

»The only way a human being can merit his exalted privileged position in the world is by using his G-d-
given intelligence to show that he recognizes that there is a Creator, whom he is ready to serve with no less
but more self-sacrifice than that of the animals serving him.”
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Snakes

»The first snake (nochosh hakadmoni) began it all, when it spoke deceitfully of G-d, telling mn (Eve) that the
reason G-d forbade her and Adam to east of the tree of Knowledge was that He feared human competition!”

®

O
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The Satin Bowerbird

2

playground to attract mates. Here the males display their

brilliant feathers, dance, and sometimes fight, in order to

win the attention of a female bowerbird with whom to raise a
family.

The Satin Bowerbird

One of the best known bowerbirds is the so-called Satin
bowerbird that lives in the wooded mountains of eastern Australia.
The bird is about the size of a dove. It builds its bower -

a stick house in the shape of a corridor, in the thick forest
trees. For some reason the bower usually faces north and south.
A new bower is built each spring, and it gets better and more
atrractive from year té year.

The male has brilliant bluish or purple black feathers. He
prefers decorations of blue - anything that is blue, whether

bits of blue glass or blue flowers - will do to decorate the

bower entraﬂ—‘iii}emales have greenish feathers; they, as well as

young m‘ prefer green decorations.

The bower, as in the case of all bowerbirds, is not used

layground. Some distance

as a nest; it is strictly a g ﬁi? i

: o L7 hy
away a (gest is built, in a bush or
She will hatch her eggs N

“‘tree. Here she lays two spotted eggs.

People who live near satin bowerbirds soon learn not to leave

_-'gpblue plastic toys withigapsight of these birds, nor to use

s ”ﬁlblug_clothes p@ns. Similarly they learn that therfﬁs no point

; : grwinq blueg flowers; as soon as the blue flowers bloom, the
:'hdiifbifdi will come along and steal them. A scientist studying the 1i
‘jlitéiof Satin bowerbirds counted up to 200 blue flowers at one

bower!

The article states:

»The bower, as in the case of all bowerbirds, is not used as a nest; it is strictly a courtship playground. Some
distance away a plain cup-shaped nest is built, all by the females, frem-6-to-46-feetup, in a bush or tree.”

The Rebbe crossed out the words »from 6 to 40 feet up”, circled the word up” and commented:

11ypn Han
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The wind

The second réaaoﬁ which ﬁas aldirect connectiem™ iﬁl the fiJ:sr_

is the rotation of the mrth around its exis. Th'e 8

equator, the earth rotates at a spe%d of approxi.mately ‘1;,000 nr.l.les 3

' an hour, pulling along the air aroung it. Hatutally, those parts

k,.\ of the earth which lie near the equator, move much quickar than
) those which lie near the Poles It Ts been calculate__d that the'

% speed of the ‘earth at the equator is
Francisco'— 13% miles a minute, at New ¥ork - 12 3{15. nﬂ.les a m!.nutet _

&\-.: at Vencouver - 11% miles per i1::inut:e - at Nome, 41.3',;1&1 "-"bnl'j 6 -

% m{.les a ninute. '-_ : .2 : 'i‘ ety

7% miles a thinute; at San

[ Lthe ;rth's rOtlti.on.
of

<
t-n

Sar j,ecaule winds are esignated according tq "éh‘a ditectdm;

b :;1.'1’-
_ if, -hi-é" they come. ~ The 3 i34
* che other hand the arm air which rises frtib,__ﬁe equatar, >

t md trings warm air.

The article states:
»The second reason which has a direct connection with the first, is the rotation of the earth around its axis.
The earth turns around its axis in twenty-four hours from west to east...”

The Rebbe crossed out the entire section, and commented:
NIY OIYY NINDY I7YN 4990
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Potato — King of Vegetables

IN NATURES WONDERLAND

™ Potato - King of Vegetables

If the apple1 is regarded as the "king" of the fruits of
trees, the potato is worthy of being regarded as the "king" of e

fruits of the earth.

1. Talks , Shevat, 5734, Vol. 33, #398.

Of all the vegetables that are used for human food, the potato
takes first place. Potatoes are nourishing and tasty, whether
cooked, baked, roasted, whole or mashed, made into puddings,

latkes, ®mx chips, or French fried.

>

%\éffh‘ '*ihere is hd}dly a country or a person in the world that has

not eaten potatoes in one form or another, or has not seen them.
But where does this world famous "fruit of the earth" originate
from? Where and when did people first begin to plant potatoes?
Nobody really knows. The only thing we can say with some degree
of certainty is that the first potatoes ;ggzxxxme to Europeans
we from the South American continent.
When the Spanish conquerors came to the western parts of
South America - where today we find the countries of Peru,
Ecuador, and Chile = they found that the local inhabitants ate
a kind of "earth apple," which they called batata; whis%fg;came ;
patata in Spanish, and potato in English.
Now, the Spaniards and other European explorers and colonists
who followed Columbus to the New World, came to seek gold; they
were not interested in fruits ans vegetables. They did not take the !

trouble to investigate this new food, the patata, which

discovered in the New World. Little did they know, much less fore-
see, that the potato would in time become one of mankind's most

important foods; that it would be widely cultivated and wonld feed

nNow Fthere is hardly a country or a person in the world that has not eaten potatoes in one form or another,
or has not seen them.”
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The Story of Chocolate

In the year 1828, a Dutch chocolate manufacturer, Conrad
V;% Houtgﬁn'éﬁ}, found a method of extracting the fat from
the ground cacao beans, and turning it into "cocao-butter."
Then he pressed out the liquid until Hard pieces of cacao re-
mained. This he ground into a powder, which dissolved easily
in hot water, creating a good, smooth and tasty cocoa drunk,
or, by the addition of sugar - a sweet chocolate.

However, the eating of hard chocolate only became popular

about 20 years later, in 1847, when an English chocolate firm,

Fry and Sonsi (which later joined the famous "Cadbury" firm)
‘began to produce sweet, hard chocolate for eating (and not only
chocolate powder ‘for drinking) from ground ecacao beans, mixed
with the addition of cacao butter and sugar,

In 1875, a Swiss chocolate manufacturer developed a hard
milk chocolate, using fresh milk. Since then various choco-

late factories in different lands developed different kinds

of chocolate - sweet, semi-sweet, bittersweet, with miik, with-

out milk, with nuts, without nuts, h liqueuer and without

liqueuer, and endless kinds of chocolate confections to satisfy

every taste.

m,»fcﬂ r’& i
(ldair;") j
|
|
|
1

Various Kosher chocolates are alsoc manufactured -
chocolate with "Cholov Yisroel,“hand pareve, so that Jewish

children and adults can also enjoy a piece of chocolate from

( time to time, not forgetting to make a "brocho" (b13551ng) é
k U wl . [ g d e
esg 2!

"“hat everything came into being, hy Ais juerfda™ -

Sweetness and than the wonderful taste of chocolate.

nVarious Kosher chocolates are also manufactures — milchik (dairy”) chocolate W_1th ”Chplov Yisroel,” a}nd
pareve, so that Jewish children and adults can also enjoy a piece of chocglate from time to time, not fprgettlng
to make a "brocho” (blessing) thanking HaShem whose world everythlpg came into being. ”-bﬁHls)fwe%éﬂ
— And, surely, the blessing —recited ¥*4an% with no less sweetness and joy than one feels when enjoying the

wonderful taste of chocolate.”
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Lebanon — Old and New

worship and abominable customs among their meighbors, including the Jews who
lived among them and throughout the Hmiy Land of Israel, as noted above. So
strong was their influence that even the Divine revelation at Mount Carmel
and the Prophet Elijah's triumph over all the prophets of the Baal did mot

last more than a genmeration or so, and the Baal worship continued to plague

the Iiortlltt‘n Kingdom of the Ten Tribes of Israel umtil it was destroyed by
Assyria, with most of its inhabitants exiled and dispersed.

Thus, while still 5% the height of their glory, the city-kingdoms of
Tzor and Tzidon came in for scathing denunciations by our great Prophets.

of Judah and Jerusalem
“‘IJeruia.h‘whﬂe constantly admonishing the Jewish people/and warning

them that if they did not abandon idolatry and return to HaShem, they would
suffer dire consequences under the rising power of Nebuchadnezzar King Of
Babylon, also %vamed the kings of Tzor and Tzidoln of a similar fate. (Jer.
26323 27:3) -

ﬁ whole chapter pf-Isaiah (ch. 23) is devoted to prophecies concerning their
she fate:mf The "c_ﬁazwning city" of Tzor whirk would be all but forgotten
for a period of seventy years, while Tzidon"would be shaken to its fﬁundations

when HaShem stretches out His hand over the sea."

Later, the Ptuphetx Yechezkel (Ezekie'].), and edmo the Prophets Yoel and
Zecb.ariah) denounced Tzor and Tzidon and predicted their doom.
\Mkt’wﬂ.‘]hhpmpheciea came true! ﬁrst came the Assyrians, then the Babylonianms,
then the Persians, and finally Alexander the Great, who in turn conquered and
’,‘% cities and
¥ ruled the Phoenician/homeland. And at the time when the Hamnians won
for their homeland
complete mdependence‘frau Greek rule’ and celebrated Chanukah%ving cleansed
the Beis Hamikdosh of Greek idolatry, Phoenicia continued to be *féttle
ground where the Greek rulers of Syria fought the Greek rulers of Egypt for

possession of what had once been the glorious Phoenician homeland and island

"When the Fhe prophecies came true-, Efirst came the Assyrians, then the Babylonians, then the Persians,
and finally Alexander the Great, who in turn conquered and ruled the Phoenician cities and homeland.”
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