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The Family Zippel
Milano, lialy

Greeting and Blessing:

implanted in man,

letter of the-Torah.

By the Grace of G-d
23th of Elul, 5738
Brooklyn, K. ¥.

in these days of Selidos and Rachamim, which bring the oulgaing year to
ite end, and prepare for the new year, | am addressing these lines Lo you,
hoping they will bring you some comfort,

Ta begin with, there are many matters and occurreénces that are hard
for the haman mind to understand, Among them aleo such that even If they
can be vnderstood intelleatually, they are hard o accepl emotlonally.
Speciflically, In a case of bereavement,

Nevertheless, every Jew hag been lnsiructed by the Creator and Master
of the world that the matters coanected with Avelus (mourning) must be Hmited
In time, though during the proper time it {8 natural and proper to give veol io —
onelg-palrrand sorrow Bt (W sad logs, in keeplng with the nature which G-d

However, when the varlous perlods of mourning pass - the first three
daye of profound grief and teara, the seven days of Shiva, Sheloshim, etlc, -
then it g not permitted to extend these periods beyond their allotted days.
And rince this is the instruction of the Creator and haster of the world, It is
clear that carrying out these Divine Instroctione is within the copabilty of
every Jew, for G-d decs not expect the Impossible of His creatures, and pro-
vides everyone beforehand with the necessary capacity and sirength o carry
oul Hig instructions as get forth In His Torah, called Torag Emes, because
it 1z true and realistic In all 1ts teachings nnd imperatives.

It follows aleo, that those who think that the gradual lessening of mourn-
ing, as above, may cause the moul of the departed that is now in the World of
Truth to feel slighted - are totally wreng, for the epposite s true.,
encestlve mourning by relatives s nol goad for the soul In the Woerld of Truth,
soeing that it ix instrumentsd in thie improper cenduct on the part of its rela-
tives here on earth) improper - because Il (s not in Heeplng with the Epirit and

Undoubtedly, there is also a rational explanation for the above. One ex-
plination, as mentioned at longth on snother m:nn!im‘l.l that the m& is, of
course, clernal, as Is unlversally recognized,

~

TRETWEDT 70T oman
FENATY

TTERE BN TID
A e

Indead,

I would be eontrary o logic
i,
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and eommon sense Lo think that a physical disorder in the body could affect
the vitality and exlstence of the soul, which is a purely spiritual being,

The only thing thatl a sickness, or falal aceident, can do is 1o cause & weaken=
Ing er termisationof the bond that holds the body and soul together, whare=-
wpn the soul departs from its temporary sbode in this world and returns to
its criginal werld of pure spirit in the eternal world,

Heedless to say, Insofar as the soul is concerned, it is o reloage from
its Imprisonment” in the body, For, so long as It Is bound up with the body,
it guffers from physical llmitetions of the body, which necessorily constrain
thie soul and fnvolve it In physical activitles which are essentially olien to lts
perely spirifual nature. Nevertheless, the departure and ascent of the goul
t2 [t Beaverly abode I5 mourned for & tice by the surviviog relatives and
relpady, BacacEe the zacaan iy 53 i3 H ¥ Rare of SarTe, 457 oo ad
lenger be seen and heard and felt &y the physical senses and s therefore sad-
Iy migged. However, the soul itself retalns all its facultics and, as explalned
in our holy sources, reacts to the conduct and feellngs of its relatives left be-
hind, sharing in their joys and in their sarrows, and benefitting from thelr
good deedn, especlally those done In behalf of the soul, and U prays and Inter-
cedes in behall of its relatives hers on earth,

In other words, the departure of the soul from the body ls a great ad-
vantage and ascent for the soul, and the logs is only for the bereaved, and to
that extent 1t |2 also painful for the soul, of course.

There {8 yet snother polnt that causes paln to the soul after departing
from the body. While the soul ls "clothed” in the body, It can actively partlel-
pate with the body in all matters of Torah and Mitzvoth and good deeds practiced
in the daily life hers onearth, But slnee all this Involves physical action and
tanglble objects, the soul can po longer engage in these activities when It re-
turns to its Beavenly abode, where it can cnly enjoy the frults of the Torah
and Mitzvoth and good deeds performed by It In Ite sojourn on earth. Hence=
forth, the goul nust depend on its relatives and friends to do Mitzvoth apd
good deeds also on its behalf, and this is a source of true gratification for the
soul, and helps it ascentito even greater heights,

In summary, it is not surprising that the hurman intellect cannot grasp
the ways of G-d and why He should take away good persons who practieed good
deeds il their 1ife and helped spread G-dliness oo earth through spreading the
Torah and Mitzvoth, which they would have contibued to do had they been spared
more years, Itls not surprising, because a human being Is 8 created thing,
and lmited In all ks aspects, and no creature can possibly vnderstand the
Creater, By way of simple ilustratiore An infant canmol understand the wisdom
of a wery wise man or sclentist, allhough the scientist was himself an infant at
ocoe time, and the present infant could in time become an even greater sclentist
than the other. If, therefore, thig is not surprising even though the difference
and digtance between the infant and the scientist [s oaly relative, how much less
serprising Is it where the differonce is abselute and quite incomparable, as be-
tweoh a erealed belng and the Creator,
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emphasls.

am sure that the above will mffice,

obviomis.

with ¢ gteem and
blessin
Eay

K\ Liife,

Secondly, knowlng that G-d is the Exsence of goodnese and benovolence,
and it is In the nature of the Benevalenl to do good,” and "G-d (s just and
equitable, " ete,, which knowledge Ls ope of the very basic tencts of our Faith,
as explained at I:q:lh in the Written Torah and Cral Torah - it Is certaln
that all that G-d does is for the good,

Thirdly, it is also certaln that the Neshama in Olam HoEmes waits and
expects that all the good degds It had been dolng while here on earth, and
would have continued doing had G-d glven her more years in this world,
would be continaed inits behall by all near and dear ones Certaloly it ex-
seets that the mourning periods will not be exlended beyond the prescribed
time, since this would be contrary to the teaching of the Torah,

Mareover, when it concerns pereong who were brought up, and who
brought up thelr childrenln the way of the Torah, which is nlww
a Torah of Lavingkindness, whose Golden Rule u. vio
making it the privilege and duty of every Jow lo spread the 'Imh and Mitzvoth
ta the uwimaet of thelr capabllity, and to do all things of Torah and Mitzvoth
with joy and gladness of heart, and who themselves personified all these
qualities - all that has been sald above ls underscored wlth even greater

Much more could be said on the subjects mentioned in this letier, but 1
in keeping with the saylng, "Give Instrue-
thon to the wise pergon, and he will Inerease his wisdom atill more” (Proverbs

hlay G-d bless each and all of you, In the midst of all our people, that
henceforth only goodness and benevolence be with you alwaye, and Inscribe
and seal you all for o good and sweet year, ln the good that is revaeled and

~ohagnsen

.5, It 15 o tisaely, meaningiul and everlasting memorial to the souvls of the
dear departed that the holy boax of T-'I.rIE wad published these doys o Milan
and dedicated to them. May Their Souls Be Bound Up In The Boad of Eternal

~
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