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A LETTER FROM RABBI CHAIM MORDECHAI AIZIK HODAKOV

CHIEF OF STAFF OF THE REBBE'S SECRETARIAT
GREAT-GRANDFATHER OF THE CHOSSON

Condolences to Philanthropist Mrs. Ida Bloomberg, Supporter of Chabad in New York and Montreal

Mareh 248h, 1947

” M ‘ot your sad lwunlnh Rabbi
ﬁd m ot th- lou-d of Direeters,

& ,},»- Ghoeon :« .5~ DR w‘ R

t:muuwhmm- umucn -mn-m

7 Chairmen of our Exseutive Comdites, whe is at

1 ,um,mnmu-nnrmw.umm“

dooply grieved, and asked us ucm wmm As hmmq.
‘amuﬂmmdnolm ; ;

mm mm
pumm.mun.mmcum
MBRKOS L'INYONEI CGHINUCH Xne.

N

 MMonme TabST Mok, Hedakove, Direster
March 24th, 1947

Mrs. H. Blumberg
Montreal, Canada

Dear Mrs. Blumberg:

We were deeply grieved to hear of your sad bereavement. Rabbi A. Kasarnovsky, our
distinguished member the Board of Directors, will bring to you in person our sincere

sympathy and condolences.

We just had an overseas telephone conversation with Rabbi Mendel Schneerson, Chairman
of our Executive Committee, who is at present in Paris, and on learning of your sad loss, he
was likewise deeply grieved, and asked us to convey through Rabbi A. Kasarnovsky, his

personal expression of sympathy.

May the Almighty spare you further sorrow, and recompense you and your family with
good health, long life, and happiness in the future.

Sincerely yours,
MERKOS L'INYONEI CHINUCH Inc.

Rabbi M.A. Hodakov, Director
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A LETTER FROM THE REBBE’S SECRETARIAT

ENCLOSED WITH THE PREVIOUS LETTER

Tel: HYacinth 3-8250 : Cables: LUBAVITCH NEWYORK

hivYarn
INDUNNY N72YR PR DD I pa

YHYIIRDIND
ro<

SECRETARIAT of RABBI MENACHEM M. SCHNEERSON
the Lubavitcher Rabbi
770 EASTERN PARKWAY, BROOKLYN 13, N. Y.

By the Grace of G-d
13th of Elul, 5729
Brooklyn, N, Y,

i
Greeting and Blessing:

Enclosed herewith is a copy of the Rebbe's <<%
letter to Mr, - =~ @ m This is sent
to you confidentially since Mr, “wums has men-
tioned you in his letter, and meets and discusses
things with you, and especially that it was through
you that he came closer to Yiddishkeit, The purpose
of sending you the copy is that when he will meet

with you and wish to discuss the contents of the
letter, you will be better prepared to discuss it

and further to encourage him in this direction. ﬁer-
haps you ought to find an opportunity to meet with

him and steer the conversation towards the letter -
without, of course, mentioning your knowledge of it -
so that you could do this at the earliest possible
convenience, ’

The Rebbex.~k'~)r’/€ will be glad to hear from you
further good developments about the above.

With best wishes for
Kesivo vaChasimo Tovo,

%)

h .
//,“’a‘, | (i il

Secretary
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RABBI MENACHEM M. SCHNEERSON
Lubavitch
770 Eastern Parkway
Brooklyn. N. Y. 11213

493-9250

INRTTRIV 2700 Imn
WRMRINY

MWPIWE PRDR 770

2L

By the Grace of G-d
11 Sivan, 5744
Brooklyn, N.Y.

Mr. Yaakov Abrams
18643 Collins Ave.
Tarzana, CA 91356

Greeting and Blessing:
This is in reply to your letter of May 29.

The Torah, Toras im, expects a Jew to do what is necessary in the
natural order, e placing complete trust in HaShem for Hatzlocho.
Thus, in matters of health the Torah clearly instructs to see a medical
specialist and follow his instructions. At the same time one has to
pray to HaShem to send His blessing in this and in all needs, as it is
written, ''And HaShem your G-d will bless you in all that you do ."

May HaShem grant that just as you wrote your request for a Brocho, so
you should be able to report good news about a substantial improvement
in your situation.

Especially as we are coming from the Festival of Mattan-Torah, the
anniversary of receiving the Torah at Mount Sinai, which is an auspicious
occasion for renewing and strengthening one's commitment to keeping the
Torah and Mitzwos in the everyday life, bearing in mind that although
the Torah and Mitzvos are a "must" for their own sake, they are also

the chammels and vessels through which a Jew receives G-d's blessings

in all needs, both materially and spiritually.

With blessing \'\(\
v
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RABBI MENACHEM M. SCHNEERSON v
R e NRDNRIW 27100 Tmn

770 Eastern Parkway WRMININD

Brooklyn 13, N. Y.
MRS TIPVOR 770
HYacinth 3-9250 23 . rhm

By the Grace of G-d
6th of Nissan, 5715
Brooklyn, N.Y,.

Mr. {
¢/o Rabbi Greenglass
Mentreal, Que.

Greeting and Blessing:

I was pleased to receive your regards through Rabbi
W. Greenglass. It is always good to receive good news,
and the days between Purim and Pesach are especially {
auspicious and mazaldik for Jews to receive G-d's blessings
through extra efforts in Torah and Mitzvoth. The Mitzvah
of Tzedoko is, of course, ome of the great channels for
receiving G-dzs blessings with unlimited generosity, one
concernig which G-d said, 'Please test me with it.' I
trust therefore that you will continue giving Tzedoko

with growing genmerosi that you may enjoy ' —
bishvil metisashéwj‘a““ -Y Aasrc

With the approach of Pesach, may the Festival of Our
Freedom bring you and yours true freedom, freedom from
anxiety material and spiritual, from anything which might
distract from serving G-d with joy and gladness of heart. |

il e BT

With the blessing of a happy and késher‘Pesach,

: * Cordi allmr) .%m)
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RABBI MENACHEM M, SCHNEERSON

Lubavkch INRDIRMIW 21100 amy
770 Eastern Parkway PRMRING
Brooklyn. N. Y. 11213

4939250

WIPID YLD 770
23 ,9p

By the Grace of G-d
15th of Menachem Av,
5746. Brooklyn, N.Y.

Mr. Yona Eliyahu Sears
236 Camp Street
Providence, R.I. 02906

Greeting and Blessing:

This is to acknowedge receipt of your letter of
Aug. 18th, with the enclosure.

As requested, I will remember you in prayer when

visiting the holy resting place of my father-in-law, the
Rebbe, of saintly memory.

In reply to your question about the inadvertent
lack of Shemiras Shabbos, asking for a Tikun, in addi-
tion to your resolve to be extra careful in Hilchos
Shabbos henceforth - it would be advisable to make an
effort also to impress others about the importance of
Shabbos observance, to prevent any inadvertent desecra-
tion of the Shabbos.

I also suggest that you should have your Tefillin
checked to make sure they are Kosher.

Receipt is enclosed for your Tzedoko, and may it ad-
ditionally stand you in good stead.

With blessing,




\Q%g 6 Nissan 5784

(RABBI MENACHEM M. SCHNEERSON
Lubavitch
770 Eastern Parkway
Brooklyn. N. Y. 11213

493-9250

By the Grace of G-d
12th of Cheshvan, 5742
Brooklyn, N. Y.

Mr. Yonah Séars
236 Camp St.
Providence, R.I. 0290€

Greeting and Blessing:

nice story.

No cdoubt you mean, atove all, a "good year" in

example to all your friends.

ings.

Wishing you Hatzlocho in all atove,

1‘4

f\

With blessing._a

¥} s

LN T

N

1 was pleased to receive your letter, with the

I was also pleased to note that you tegin your
letter with a request for a Erocho for a good year.

things that are truly good, namely learning Torah
ancd coing Mitzvoth. This is largely up to you, be-
cause there is the assurance "make the effort and
you will succeecd" (Yogato Umotzoso). I am confident
that you will do your level best to learn Torah and
do Mitzvoth with devotion and diligence, and will
also use your good influence by showing a shining

Receipt is enclosed for your Tzedoko, and may
the Zechus of it bring you additional Divine bless-

NRDIIRMIW 27100 Tmn
wHMIRINYG

WIPIBE JYBDW 770
23 93
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RABBI MENACHEM M. SCHNEERSON ’ 1INRDIIRIW 210N 'm.'ﬂn
Lubavitch . )
770 Eastern Parkway ; ) wHMRIN?
Brooklyn. N. Y. 11213 . = ig
493-9250 ~MPIE PO 770
' . 23 ,9pna

By the Grace of G-d

; ‘ Erev Shabbos Kodesh
Mevorchim Chodesh Adar -
Sheni, 5741. Brooklyn, N,Y,

Master Yonah Eliyohu Sears
127 Washington Street -
Norwich, Conn. 06360

Greeting and Blessing:
g & i St /.

I was pleased to receive your letter, and to note your
steady improvement in the study of Torah and doing Mitzvoth,
May G-d continue to bless you to go from strength to strength
in the way of the Torah and Mitzvoth,

: Especially as we will soon be celebrating Purim, the
story of which you surely know. No doubt you also know that it 4
was on account of the Jewish children in those days, who followed
the teachings of Mordecai and Esther and were devoted to Torah
and Yiddishkeit with all their heart, that the cruel Haman was
toppled, and for the Jews there was once again "Light, Joy, Glad-
ness and Honor. "

. The story of Purim shows how important it is for Jewish
children to learn Torah and do Mitzvoth with ever increasing
devotion, not only for their own sake, but also for the sake of all
our Jewish people, For in this way, G-d helps us to get rid of all
our enemies, and Jews everywhere can enjoy the light of Torah
and Mitzvoth and all G-d's blesslngs that come with the Torah and
Mitzvoth, :

Wishing you Hatzlocho in all above, and a very happy Purim,

With blessing,. : ' .‘ h Ay
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RABBI MENACHEM M. SCHNEERSON INRTTRMIW 27191 Um0
" Lubavitch PBMNIN?

770 Eastern Parkway
Brooklyn 13, N. Y. PWE TIWLER 770
HYacinth 3-9250 >3 PR

By the Grace of G=-d
3rd of Nissah, 5723
Brooklyh, N. Y.

Blessing and Greeting:

I received your letter of March 17th in
which you write about the relationship between
your daughter and her husband who were married
recently.

I am sure you realize that every young
couple requires a period of adjustment, Dur- &
ing this time, it is best if outsiders, and -
even the closest relatives,?hot #o interfere,
but to let them work ait thefr own adjustment.

It is, of course, difficult for a mother to
stand idly by, however, experience has shown
that this is in the best interests of the young
couple, who will much better and more rapidly
iron out their differences without the inter-
ference of others, All the more so, since I

see from your writing that your son-in-law is

a religious person, and he surely knows the
views of the Torah on the matter of Sholom Bayis.

X

Wishing you and yours a Kosher and in=-
spiring Pesach .

With blessing

By /.aa” ﬂ«x«c
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However, in His infinite kindness, HaShem cesired to give
¢ percon the feeling of achieving somethihg. Therefore, HaShem
crested the Yetzer Lora tco attempt to confuse a’ pereon and dis-
tract him from the way of the Torah, so that every incivicual has
to’'make a specisl effort to overcome such distractions. Eut the
Torzh zlready informed us in advance that there is such a thing
;:\\%éfg_}g%zsr Hora, snd that ¥zShem may, and does, put a person to
b&L e test,)and moreover, provides the strength to overcome the
——’7/ distractions and difficulties one may encounter. At the same
time, HaShem requests and promises, "Serve HaShem with 232."
Tn the final analysis, therefore, it is mainly a matter of
cne's own will and determination, which includes also takigg
care of.one's physical health and being in a state of confidence
and joy. =s the Pambam rules that taking care of one's health
is one of the important Mitzvoth, .because good health and peace
of mind are necessary in order to serve HaShem with joy.

Tzking care of one's health requires not to rely on one's
own judgment, but seeing a medical specialist vhen necessary, @
and following his instructions, which is also one of the Mitz- .43
voth of the Torah.-[;n +this connection, I would suggest _special
care in the observance of Xashrus of foods and beverages).

In the =zbove, you will find an answer to some of your
other questions too. For example, you might well tell the
doctor what you think as to what kind of treatment you should:
get, but the final word - in accordance with the Torah - is
the doctor's, and you should follow his instructions, even if

you' do not personally agree with them.

I trust the above will answer your letter. But if there
is anything left which you would like to clarify further, I
suggest that you should talk with ‘an Crthodox Rov in your city
personally, especially as such matters are treated confidential-
ly and can be discussed quite frankly.

. Receipt is enclosed for your Tzedoko, and may the Zechus
£#% . of it stand you and yours in good stead.

With blessingyy}

P.Z. With regard to your mentioning the matter of "punishment, "
etc. - considering that in the interim many days of Yom Kippur
have passed, on which, according to the Torah, sins are forgiven
anc no traces left - there is no reason to have any anxiety.
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LETTERS TO VARIOUS INDIVIDUALS

Response to a lengthy letter from a Baalas Teshuva, addressing her anxiety over
past actions before becoming frum, and worries about receiving full forgiveness
and raising her children in the path of Torah observance:

RABBI MENACHEM M. SCHNEERSON NIRRTV 2100 umn
Lubavitch ZHMRING
770 Eastern Parkway
Brooklyn. N. Y. 11213 ‘
493-9250 Mpage 1pwDR 770
RIS B Aol !

By the Grace of G-d
Rosh Chodesh Shevat,
5744, ZErooklyn, N.Y.

“lorcester, Ma. 01602
Blessing and Greeting:

I received your letter of Jan. 4th, with enclosure. 1in it
you write that you really do not understand your place in the
world, etec.

At the same time, you begin with the good news that you and
your husband have been blessed with good children, and that for
many years you have been conducting your everyday life in the way
of the Torah and Mitzvoth.

The above already contains the answer to your .question. Zet
me explain briefly.

=

It is self-understood that, since HaShem is the Creator and
Master of the world, He undoubtedly provided every human teing,
and especially every Jew, toth with. the directive and guidance as
to how teo conduct one's life, as well as with the necessary capaci-
ty to carry it out. -.f

It also follow= that the dlrectlves which HaShem has glven
are clear. for otherwise there would be no point in glVlng them.
This is why our Torah is called Toras .Chaim and Torah-{r, .because
it teaches us how to live, and does so in a way that is clear as

light.

vWith the above in mind, you can well understand that, having
been blessed with the greatest gift, the gift of children, to
bring them up as "children of HaShem," you have been provided
with the necessary capacities to carry out this great privilege
and pleasure in the fullest measure, and with joy and‘®gladness of
heart.

In plain words, answering your question: All you have to do
is to conduct your everyday life in accordance with the Shulchan
Aruch, remembering that one of the basic Iitzvoth is to have com-
plete Bitochon (trust) in HaShem, whose benevolent Providence
extends to each and everyone individually. With complete trust
in HzShem, there is nho room for anxiety, as our Xing Pavid ex-
pressed it in Tehillim, "HaShem is my shephercd, I shall not be
short of anything,"” and much more in this vein.
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A LETTER OF CONDOLENCES TO A FRIEND OF RABBI LEIBEL
KRAMER, GREAT-GRANDFATHER OF THE CHOSSON

By the Grace of G-d
Erev Yud-Shevat, 5746
Brooklyn, N. Y.

Mr.

Montreal, Que.
Canada

Greeting and Blessing:

I duly received your letter with enclosure, per our mutual
csteemed friend, Rabbi L, Kramer, and subsequently the sad news
of vour father's passing. May HaShem géunt that ceforth

ou should not know of sorrow, and only goodness and kindness
with you and yours always.

Enclosed is a receipt for your Tzedoko, which will surely
be a Zechus for your father's soul. Especially in light of
your description of your father's life and work and his concern
for Jews and Yiddis t.

(2 F;ﬂL

: N
I am confident tﬂat’. u,will carry on the tradition of
' your father, and will go from strength to strength in activi-
‘ties to lprud Yiddishkeit in your community. Though this is
.;‘ahuy- a "'must" in any case, it will be a further source of
gratification for your father's soul. All the more so that
/there is a great need to fill the void that has been left by
/the passing of your father, and your doing what you can in
this direction, will in some measure make up for what your

/ father, of blessed memory, would have accomplished had he been
{ given an extension of 1life.

Wishing you Hatzléoke in all above, in good health and
circumstances,

With blessing,

The Rebbe added in his holy handwriting:
75 e s

(13)
®
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RABBI MENACHEM M. SCHNEERSON INRTUIRMW 27100 1mn
Lubavitch WHMININD
o 770 Eastern Parkway

Brooklyn 13, N. Y. pIE TIWHOR 770

HYacinth 3-9250 23 M
By the Grace of G-d

12th of Kislev, 5725
Brooklyn, N. Yo

Mr, A, David Dgfen
4021 Mackenzie
Chomedy, Que,, Canada

Greeting and Blessing:

Your letter of October 18th reached me with con-
siderable delay, In it you write about various proposi-
tions in regard to Parnosso,

In view of the fact that success in Parnosso largely
depends upon self-confidence, etc., you ought to choose a
field in which you would feel most self-confident, and then
apply yourself to it with energy, in order to make the ut-
most of it, )

Judging by your letter, I do not know whether the
question is still relevant at this time, inasmdch as you
write that you were supposed to give an answer some time My
ago., However whatever glggigion you made, may G-d grant
that it should be satisfactory in every respect,

Especially as we are now in the midst of the auspici-
ous days flanked by the 10th and 19th of Kislev, to be fol-
lowed soon by the hhappy days of Chanukah, There is no need
to elaborate to you upon the significance of these days and
their close bearing on our daily life, I hope that the im-
pact of these days will also be felt in your environment,

With blessing

BY /ttan /Z;o&c

12 Kislev 5725 (November 17, 1964)

N
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RABBI MENACHEM M. SCHNEERSON INRDTTIIRMIU 2717100 1mn
: Lubavitch PRMNING
770 Eastern Parkway
Brooklyn 13, N. Y.

PMPIRE TIPLOR 770
HYacinth 3-9250 23 rhma

By the Grace of G-d
27th of Shevat, 5724
Brooklyn, N. Yo

Mr, and Mrs. Abraham and Malka Dalfen
4021 Mackenzie

Chomedy, Que.

Canada

Greeting and Blessing:

After not having heard from you for a long time, al-
though I have been inquiring about you from mutual friends,
I received your letter of the 20th of Shevat.

I was, of course, sorry to note that your letter was
written in a mood of discouragement, and even more, that
you have been "very" discouraged.

In addition to the essential aspect, namely that
discouragement is contradictory. to the way of the Torah, which—
is called Toras Chaim, since true trust in G-d leaves no
room for discouragement, it is also clear that this kind of
attitude is incompatible with the successful handling of
matters, whether matters of Parnosso or communal activities,

I trust, therefore, that, at any rate from now on, on
receipt of this letter, there will have been a radical
change for the better in your outlook and mood, and increased
trust in G-d will be a channel to receive G-d's blessings
in an increased measure, for the fulfillment of your hearts'
desires for good.

As requested, I will remember you in prayer when visit-
ing the holy resting place of my father-in-law of saintly
memory. Inasmuch as we are about to enter the auspicious
month of Adar, which is a blessed month for all Jews in all
their affairs, may G-d grant that you should soon have good
news to reporte

Enclosed is a copy of a message to Chabad women. Al-
though it was written in connection with Chanukah, its con-
tent is timely throughout the year,

With blessing

By //.mq /'Z..' st

27 Shevat 5724 (February 10, 1964)

@
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RABBI MENACHEM M. SCHNEERSON
Lubavitch
770 Eastern Parkway
Brooklyn 13, N. Y.

INRTTIRIW 277100 umn
PRMININD
PMPIE  WHOR 770
HYacinth 3.9250 . 23 b
By the Grace of G-d
21st of Marcheshvan, 5719
Brooklyn, N. Y.

Mr. & Mrs., Abrshem David Dalfen
¢/o Dalfen's Children's Wear
St. Foy Shopping Centre

St. Foy, Quebec

Cenada

Greeting and Blessing:
I received your letter of the 13th of Mareheshvan.

With regard to the quletion of a vieit in New York to con=
sult with & spocialistyniswould suggestwthat you wait for an
opportunity such as & vacation end the like, when the trip
would not involve any special difficulties. In that cese,you
would have to make an appointment in advance, to be sure of
seeing the speclalist durling that convenient time.

Generally speaking, the best time for this sort of thing is
to arrange it during the auspicious months of Kislev or Adar
I and Adar II.

Most important of all is that you should be strong in your
faith in G-d that He will fulfill your hearts' desire for good,
i and to keep the channels and vessels open to receive G-d's
| blessings, these channels and vessels being all matters con-
nected with the Torah and Mitzvoth.

| Hoping to hear good news from you, and

With bleseing,“)_( d ""ﬁ"}

21 Cheshvan 5719 (November 4, 1958)

This letter seems to be in connection with the story above
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RABBI MENACHEM M. SCHNEERSCN IIRDTIIRIY 271101 1
Lubavitch wemINIYY "
770 Eastern Parkway
Brooklyn 13, N. Y. MPIE JIVBOR TI0
HYacinth 3-9250 S a3

By the Grace of G-d
In the Days of Selichoth,
5718.  Brooklyn, N.Y.

Abraham David and Malke Dalfen
6607 Cote St. Luc
Montreal, Que., Canada

Greeting and Blessing:

With the approach of Rosh Hashanah,
the begining of the New Year, may it bring
blessings to us all, I send you and all
yours my prayerful wishes for a good and
happy year, materially and spiritually.

With the traditional blessing of

AL AR FASHD

Cordially "}'{) X

Just received your letter of the 17th of
Elul, and I wish you that your renting of

the store in the new shopping center in
Quebec City and its opening be in & happy

and auspicious hour and bring you satisfactory
results, both materially and spiritually, and,
above all, to spend your earnings in good
health and on happy things.

- 8 e
Abraham David and Malka Dalfen
In the Days of Selichoth,
5718

As for your visiting me in New York,
there ie, of ceouree; no special urgency
about 1t, so that when you will communi=-
cate with the Becretariat a few days in
advance of your coming to New York, an
appointment will be made, although I do
not usually receive visitors during the
month of Tishrel.

Days of Selichos 5718 (September 1958)

&}9/5@6 © 6@3\&9‘%




%\9 Wedding of Mendel & Esther Malka Kramer

RABBI MENACHEM M. SCHNEERSON i BUILD YOUR F4
Lubavitch for S
770 EASTERN PARKWAY ig.‘wga? =3 & WISELY. SATEm
BROOKLYN 13, N. Y. R 4 W o,
Ngse”/  [US. SAVINGS. S

Mr, A. D, Dalfon
¢/o Rabbi Kramer

756 De'lippe
Montreal Que. Canada

AR -

On the envelope, the Rebbe specified “AIR MAIL” in his holy handwriting

The letter is addressed to the care of Rabbi Kramer

=_118%K7T
RABBI MENACHEM M. SCHNEERSON N
Lubavitch IIRTTIRIW 277101 umn
770 Eastern Parkway PBMNING
Brooklyn 13, N. Y. -
PIPIRE TWHOR 770
HYacinth 3-9250 23 rhm
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Written in Yiddish, 11 Av 5718 (July 28, 1958)

“It surprises me that since you were [last] here with your wife, I have not heard

from you at all, except for a few reports via Rabbi Kramer”
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cure...

“These ideas have their place. Once the Rebbe sends you a patient, though, you
are dealing with something totally different. You need to see them. And you will

be assisted from on High.”
What do you want? I'm not a miracle worker.

“No, you do not need to create any miracles. You need to do what doctors do.

Accept them as patients and G-d will do the rest.”

The doctor relented. That week, Rabbi Kramer traveled to New York for a private
audience during which, among other matters, he repeated his conversation with the

doctor.

“I heard about the doctor,” the Rebbe said, “and it is hard to believe that he would
think that I want him to do miracles. Miracles, G-d will show; he just needs to do

his work.”

The doctor did everything he could for the couple. After several months of

treatment, he told them there was nothing more he could offer.

A little over a year later, Rabbi Kramer met the doctor on the eve of Yom Kippur.
“You know that in a few days I will be attending a bris?” the rabbi asked. “That
couple you treated had a baby boy.”

The doctor was incredulous. “Like hair could grow on my palm, they could have

children.”

Rabbi Kramer invited him to come along and see for himself. A few days later, the
two men celebrated the birth of the “impossible baby.”

Rabbi Kramer concluded the story by saying that the couple went on to have several

more children.
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LETTERS TO MR. AND MRS. ABRAHAM DAVID (ARNOLD)

AND MALKA (MOLLY) DALFEN

FRIENDS OF RABBI AND MRS. KRAMER, GREAT-GRANDPARENTS OF THE CHOSSON

Excerpt from The People’s Rabbi:

In 1958, Arnold and Molly Dalfen came to Rabbi Kramer to spill out their hearts.
Doctors had informed them that Mr. Dalfen would never father children. A former
student of the yeshivah’s afternoon program in the 1940s, Mr. Dalfen’s first instinct
had been to consult the rabbi. Naturally, Rabbi Kramer’s was to ask the Rebbe.

In a private audience arranged by Rabbi Kramer, the Rebbe said that they should
strengthen their observance of mitzvahs. He then gave the couple a blessing and
directed them to reach out to a specific doctor in New York. The next morning, they
tried to reach the doctor, but he was out of town and would not be back for a week.
They wrote to the Rebbe asking what to do, and the Rebbe responded that they

should instead see a specific doctor in Montreal.

The Dalfens returned to Montreal, but Mrs. Dalfen felt that it was a mistake. They
should have remained in New York until the doctor came back. “It was only a last
resort to return to Montreal and go to that doctor,” she told her husband. Her hard

feelings compounded when the Montreal doctor refused to see them at all.

The Dalfens went back to Rabbi Kramer, who promised to talk to the doctor, an

acquaintance. During an interview in 1984, the rabbi recalled the conversation:

“Listen, my friend, when the Lubavitcher Rebbe sends you patients, you need to

have the greatest respect. Yet I hear that you do not want to accept them. I cannot

understand this.”

Rabbi, you know me very well. You know I am a straight shooter. The couple already
came to Dr. ----, who shares an office with me. I know the case, and I know that they

cannot have any children. I do not want to make money on a couple that I cannot
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RABBEI MENACHEM M. SCHNEERSON
Lubavitch
770 Eastern Parkwoy
Brooklyn 13, N. Y.

INRTIRIY 277301 TN
WMDY

TPIEE WL 170
2T
By the Grace of G-d

7th of Nissan, 5723
Brooklyn, N, Y.

HYeelnth 3-9250

Mrs. Chaya Zelda Kramer
4706 Kent Avenue
Montreal, Quebec
Canada

Blessing and Greeting:

I received your letter of the 29th of Adar in which you
write about your husband's dedicated work for the Lubavitcher
Yeshivah in Montreal, and the considerable strain which it en-
tails for him, especially of late,

Needless to say, I am quite surprised to detect a note of
discouragement, which 1s in€onsistent even in your own letter,
taken as a whole. Your husband, as vyou know, has had the extra-
ordinary Zechus to have helped to raise the reputation of the Yeshiva
to a very high level, with a magnificent building, etc., so that the
Yeshiva 1s not only the pride of Montreal, but is outstanding among
Yeshivos in many parts of the world. Inasmuch as the major credit
for this accomplishment is due to your husband, it is clear that
his work is appreciated, and find4a ready response, not only verbal-
ly but in actual deed,

It is quite natural, of course, that as an institutien grows,
its' problems increase, and this entails a greater measure of strain.
However, it is clear that this should not lead to discouragement,

G-d forbid, but on the contrary, to a great deal of gratification in
the knowledge that the work has been successful, thank G-d, and in
the firm conviction that it will continue to be so in the future.

I tpést, therefore, that your letter was written under the
influence of a passing mood, in a moment of weakness or strain on
the part of your husband and yourself, However, I am thankful that,

nevertheless, you have written to
that the most difficult period is
over befora you came to Montreal.
fore, quite normal, and I am sure
band, and help him cope with them

me about it, I am quite certain
long since over, and in fact, was
The present problems are, there-
that you will encourage your hus=
with calm efficiency that stems

from dedication and devotion to such a great cause,

I trust that you are also active in the Mshei Chabad.

The

Zechus of your work and that of your husband will surely stand you
and your family in good stead, and will bring you G-d's blessings
in abundance, to bring up your children to a life of Torah, Chuppah

and good deeds,in good health and
spiritually.,

true happiness matexrally and

At this time, before, Pesach, the Festival of our Libera-
tion, I send you and yours my prayerful wishes for a Kosher and

happy Pesach.

May it bring you, in the midst of all our peopls,

true liberation from anxiety and distraction, in order to be
able to sarve G-d with joy and gladness of heart,

g
Wi [ DI e
1th blessing mgd/mf,-.f,_» a0

(5)

N
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A LETTER TO THE GREAT-GRANDMOTHER OF THE CHOSSON

CHAYA ZELDA KRAMER

7 Nissan 5723 (April 1, 1963)

Excerpt from The People’s Rabbi:

As the yeshivah became more established, the work of supporting and maintaining
it grew. Mrs. Kramer, watching her husband stagger under what seemed a

crushing burden of responsibility, worried about his health.

4

“I told him a few times that it’s too much for him; maybe he should slow down,”

she said decades later. “It was a very hard time.”

Rabbi Kramer would not hear of it, however, so, shortly before Pesach 1963, she

wrote to the Rebbe, expressing her concerns.

The Rebbe replied with the following letter:
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B”’H

FOREWORD

As is tradition at all joyous events, we begin by thanking G-d for granting us life, sustaining us,
and enabling us to gather here together. We are thrilled that you are able to share in our simcha.

Indeed, Jewish law enjoins the entire community to bring joy and elation to the chosson and kallah.

In honor of the Rebbe and Rebbetzin’s wedding in 1928, the Frierdiker Rebbe distributed a
special teshurah (memento) to all the celebrants: a facsimile of a manuscript letter written by the

Alter Rebbe (a copy of this manuscript letter can be found in the beginning of the Hebrew section
of this teshurah).

In this tradition, we are honored to present:

a) A copy of a letter sent by the Rebbe to the great-grandmother of the chosson, Mrs. Chaya
Zelda Kramer.

b) Copies of letters sent by the Rebbe to the Dalfen family of Montreal, Canada.

c) Copies of letters sent by the Rebbe to various individuals.

d) Photographs of the Rebbe taken by the grandfather of the kallah, Dr. Shlomo Newfield.
In the Hebrew section, we present:

1) Copies of letters sent by the Rebbe to the families of the chosson & kallah with his blessings

for their joyous occasions.

2) Copies of letters sent by the Rebbe to the great-grandfather of the chosson, Rabbi Leibel
Kramer, with guidance for his holy work in Montreal.

3) Exclusive audio recordings and transcripts of private audiences with the Rebbe from the
1960s and 1970s in Yiddish.

We would like to thank Rabbi Yosef Kramer, as well as the Rebbe Responsa team, for providing
much of the English material found in this teshurah.

We hope that you will enjoy the festivities, become involved in every facet of the celebration,
and share the happiness and pride we feel on this day. May we share many more simchas in the

near future!

May the merit of bringing joy to the chosson and kallah bring us to the greatest joy of all, when
we will celebrate the rebuilding of the Beis Hamikdosh, speedily in our days.

THE FRIEDMAN AND KRAMER FAMILIES

6 NISSAN, 5784
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Kramer
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