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With joy and gladness, we give thanks to Hashem for his kindness as we celebrate 

the Simcha of the marriage of our children, Moshe Aaron & Masha ' שי.  

As is customary amongst Anash to share a memento of the occasion, based on the 

Minhag by the wedding of the Rebbe and Rebbetzin, we are honored to present this 

special memento.  

Included here is a collection of letters from the Rebbe in English, many of which are 

being printed for the first time. Most of these letters are scans of the original, however, 

a few of these letters were unfortunately not in great condition and have therefore been 

typed out (we apologize for any mistakes). 

The first group of letters (pages 7-14), are a selection of letters between The Rebbe 

and Mrs. Lione Sachs, a professor in Sarah Lawrence College in the 1950s. The main 

theme of these letters is the concept of Na’aseh V’Nishma and the importance of 

fulfilling the Commandments even when one doesn’t fully understand their importance. 

They were discovered by her son Daniel, and given to us by the Chosson's great-uncle 

and cousin, Rabbis Bentzion and Sender Geisinsky of Bethesda, Maryland. The full 

correspondence will be published in the future, and we are so grateful to them for 

allowing us to print these letters.  

The second group of letters (pages 15-18), are letters which have recently been 

publicized on the Rebbe Responsa app. 

The next group of letters (pages 19-28), are from the collection of the Chosson's 

great-uncle, Rabbi Kasriel Kastel. Some which were addressed to him, others he 

collected from different sources. A special thank you to Rabbi Kastel for allowing these 

letters to be published. 

The final group of letters (pages 29-31) are a collection of letters which the Rebbe 

sent to The Hebrew Academy of Long Beach/Huntington Beach in honor of their 

various dinners. A special thank you to the Chosson’s grandfather, Rabbi Yitzchok 

Newman for sending in these letters. 
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The biggest thank you goes to the Rebbe Responsa team for helping locate, scan, 

categorize, and summarize these letters. The incredible treasures that they are releasing 

are so valuable to us as Chassidim and give us a fresh perspective on many topics not 

discussed elsewhere. Most of the letters in this Teshurah have already been uploaded 

on the app, and the remainder will be uploaded in the coming future. A QR code to the 

app has been printed on the previous page to allow you to access these, and other 

priceless treasures. 

It is our fervent hope and prayer that we go from this joyous occasion to the ultimate 

Simcha, the coming of Moshiach, speedily in our days. 

The Geisinsky and Pewzner Families 

27 Cheshvan 5783 

Shnas Hakhel 

Brooklyn, N.Y. 
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An invitation to the Rebbe’s wedding 

Sent to the Chosson's great-great grandfather, Rabbi Dovid Potashnik. Being that he was 
unable to make it, he decided to influence his congregation to send money for the wedding.  

He therefore erased his name from the header and wrote the name of the congregation, in 
hope that they would send wedding gifts. 
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Photocopy of the Memento distributed by the  
Rebbe’s Wedding 
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Letter to Mrs. Miriam Sachs,  
Rosh Chodesh Sivan, 5715 (May 22, 1955) 

 Na’aseh V’nishmah as the key to dealing with anxiety;  
Connection to the days of Sefirah 
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Letter to Mrs. Miriam Sachs,  
Rosh Chodesh Sivan, 5715 (May 22, 1955) 
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Letter to Mrs. Miriam Sachs,  
18 Sivan 5715, (June 8, 1955) 

Simplicity and unity is the foundation of complexity, both in science and in Torah;  
Mitzvos are a prerequisite to understanding 

By the Grace of G-d  
18th of Sivan, 5715 

Brooklyn, N.Y. 
Dr. Miriam Sachs 

11 Seaman Avenue 

New York 34, N. Y. 

Blessing and Greeting: 

...I received your letter of May 31, in reply to mine, in which I dwelt on the subject 

of simple faith, as emphasized by the festivals of Pesach and Shovuoth. 

In your reply you refer to what seems to you a contradiction to the beauty of “simple” 

faith in the fact that the complexity and multiplicity in nature, particularly in the world 

of plants and animals, rather add to, than detract from, the beauty of things, and you 

wonder if the same may not be true of faith. 

The argument would be valid perhaps if we were speaking of the “superficial,” and 

not of the innermost and essential aspects of things. Actually the analogy from nature 

only confirms what I wrote to you in my previous letter. 

For, needless to say, I did not mean to imply that a person, especially a Jew, should 

content himself with faith alone, or that our religion is a simple matter. As you know, 

the Torah contains 613 different and varied precepts, and each one has a variety of 

facets, and G-d expects every Jew and Jewess to reflect them in their daily life according 

to circumstance. This certainly makes for a variety of religious experience and practice. 

I say, “to their best ability,” etc., for as our Sages ruled, “a rich man bringing a poor 

man’s offering has not fulfilled his duty,”1 which, of course, applies to the realm of the 

spiritual as to that of material. However, all this religious practice and experience, in all 

its variety, has to be based on, and permeated by, the same basic faith in G-d, a simple 

and absolute faith. 

The analogy in nature is to be found in the fact that with all the complexity and 

multiplicity of plant and animal life, their basic and ultimate components are single cells, 

though the cell itself has a variety of components which science has by no means fully 
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unraveled. It is only when these elementary cells behave properly in their simple 

functions of growth, division and multiplication, without interference of foreign 

elements, etc., that the complex organism is properly attuned and can carry out its most 

amazing functions. 

Even in the inorganic world, and also in the organic world, the great complexity and 

multiplicity of things have been reduced to a small number of some, one hundred basic 

elements, and the endeavor in science is to reduce even the complex of their nuclear 

composition to a minimum, in order to get closer to the secrets of nature. Here, too, 

the basic function of nature is determined not by the principle of complexity but by 

that of simplicity, the small particle, the atom, the core of things, and more deeply by 

its very few components. 

You write that although you believe in G-d and His closeness, you are endeavoring 

to find your own way of serving Him. This is a long and round-about way. It is 

analogous to the person searching for the secrets of the functions of the physical body, 

e.g. how food is converted into blood, tissue, energy, and sustains life; it would surely 

not be the right approach to stop eating and drinking, pending his arrival at the 

conclusions of his study. Even a reduction in the necessary calorie intake would weaken 

his powers of reasoning and research and handicap him in his ever attaining his 

objective. Similarly, in an effort to find a way of serving G-d, one must not postpone 

such service until one has completed one’s search, and, moreover, the absence of the 

religious practice itself handicaps the powers of the intellect to grasp the truth. 

Furthermore, since the human intellect is by its very nature limited, while the subject it 

desires to grapple with is related to the Unlimited, it is only with the aid of the Infinite 

G-d that one can hope to be lifted across the unbridgeable chasm separating the created 

and the Creator, and such Divine aid can come only through Divine service. 

Finally, there is obviously no contradiction here to the principle of the freedom of 

personal choice. The real issue here is the proper approach and method to be 

undertaken now, until one has arrived at the stage where one’s intellect becomes 

sufficiently clear to confirm the established truth. The key to the solution is “Na’aseh 

v’nishma,” where “Na’aseh,” practical religion in daily life, is the prerequisite condition 

for “Nishma” study and understanding. 

With blessing, 
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Letter 
29 Menachem Av, 5718 (August 15, 1958) 

The authenticity of Judaism; The importance of action even before understanding 

 
By the Grace of G-d  

29 of Menachem Av, 5718 
Brooklyn, N.Y. 

I read your letter, in which you write about the course of your thoughts and ideas. I 

trust you will not take it amiss if I will quote in this connection the words of the wisest 

of all men, King Solomon, "G-d made man straight, but they sought many accounts." 

In other words, man often confuses himself by delving, unnecessarily into inquiries and 

accounts of things which should be taken for granted and which do not really present 

any problems. Needless to say that the more intellectual a person is, the more he is 

inclined to seek "accounts" and, consequently, the more apt he is to get confused. 

This reminds me of the episode which a professor of medicine once told me. On 

one occasion when he was learning anatomy, and particularly the anatomy of the leg, 

describing the various muscles, etc. amounting in the hundreds, all of which are so 

perfectly coordinated in the motion of the leg during walking, he became so engrossed 

in the details, all the more so being a man of great intellect, that momentarily he found 

his walking difficult and quite complicated as he began to analyze the working of each 

muscle and joint, etc. The moral is obvious. 

However, inasmuch as the point which seems to confuse you most is the similarity 

which is to be found in the various religions of the world, and also in the various ethical 

systems, I will take this means to emphasize one aspect which might well clarify this 

matter. 

From the point of view that there is only one true religion, as there is only one truth, 

and considering that there was a time when humanity recognized only this truth, but 

subsequently was split up and separated into groups and nations, in accordance with 

the teachings of our Torah, it is not surprising that in the course of time and by reason 

of geographical separation, certain teachings and tenets of the true faith assumed 

various forms and deviations. It is therefore also not surprising that the sub-stratum 

remained similar in most cases, which explains the similarity of the ethics and teachings 

of the various religions. 
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You will recall that when you visited here we discussed the question as to how is it 

possible to ascertain the priority of one religion over another, in order to know which 

is closest to the truth, or the truth itself. It is in reference to this that I quoted the 

scriptural text above. That is to say, there is no need to enter into a complicated research 

inasmuch as the truth is obvious on the surface, and all that is necessary is to use 

common sense, the common sense which a normal person uses in every aspect of his 

daily life. Making only one assumption that human reactions have not changed in the 

course of the centuries, I declare that the truth of the Torah, going back to the 

Revelation at Mt. Sinai, is obvious. For, suppose that 600,000 parents would today say 

to their children, "This morning you and we were all gathered at a certain place, and we 

all heard a heavenly voice pronounce the Decalogue," the children would not accept 

this, for they would say, "If we were there with you, why did we not hear or see 

anything?" I assume that such would have also been the reaction in the previous 

century, and two centuries ago, and so on, until we reach the generation whose parents 

witnessed the event. And let it be emphasized again that during this long chain of 

tradition there has been no break, nor has the number of transmitters at any time been 

reduced to less than many hundreds of thousands, for at no time were there less than 

one million Jews in the world, Jews from all walks of life, and had no personal axe to 

grind, etc. yet in each generation of the uninterrupted and unbroken history of our 

people this event was accepted as authentic history, and the text of the Decalogue 

remained exactly the same. This is certainly undeniable evidence, according to all the 

rules of scientific proof acceptable today. 

The same cannot be said about any of the other religions of the world, which you 

mentioned, such as Buddhism, Christianity, Islam. In the case of all three of these 

religions, there is a definite break, or the tradition narrows down to a single person, 

such as Buddha, Mohammed or the Founder of Christianity, who transmitted his 

teachings to a group of 12 Apostles. 

As you have dealt with applied science, and are familiar with the principles of 

deduction and induction, which are the very foundation of science, I trust that when 

you will reflect upon the simple proof mentioned above, you will obtain a deeper insight 

into this matter, and will stop worrying about things which are of no value. 

I believe that I also referred to the question of the actual adherence to the daily 

precepts of Torah, in regard to which some would-be observers contend that they 

would be inclined to observe them in [if?] they understood them. Here again, if these 

people would apply common sense and logic, they would realize that such an attitude 

is not justified by weighing the odds involved. For, assuming that they first enter into 
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lengthy research into the significance and value of the precepts and finally come to the 

conclusion that they are indeed vital and necessary, which means that they were so also 

before they had entered into their research; the result is that they have lost all that time 

which they spent in theory instead of in practice. On the other hand, assuming the other 

extreme, that they will come to the conclusion that the precepts are not vital, then, if 

they had, in the meantime, devoted the comparatively little time which is necessary to 

fulfill these precepts, such as putting on Tefillin, reciting the prayers, etc. or the small 

privations in exercising self-control in matters of food and drink, or in giving up certain 

pleasures of the flesh, or other similar restrictions, they will have made comparatively 

small sacrifices, and the loss involved would by no means equal the loss which is 

involved in the former case. Thus, even on the basis of the simple odds involved, any 

reasonable person should immediately begin observing the daily precepts, which does 

not, of course, preclude him from studying their deeper meaning and significance at the 

same time, or later. 

May G-d grant that you will go from strength to strength along the path of our Torah, 

which is called the Law of Life, meaning that it is not only the source of eternal life, but 

also a guide in our daily life, and the source of life and happiness on this earth, and in 

the practice of the Mitzvoth whereby man lives, as the Torah assures us. This in itself 

will open your mind to a better understanding and appreciation of their vital necessity. 

I hope and pray also that you will inspire all the members of your family in this direction. 

With blessing, 
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Letter to Mrs. Miriam Sachs,  
Erev Shevuoth, 5719 (June 11, 1959) 

 Shavuos wishes 
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Letter 
21 Iyar, 5714 (May 24, 1954) 

Advancement of a Shidduch 
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Letter 
28 Adar II, 5717 (March 31, 1957) 

Overcoming difficulties; Continuing your position will be a channel for blessing 
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Letter 
14 Teves, 5719 (December 25, 1959) 

Receiving guidance and advice from the central Lubavitch Yeshiva;  
What to put in the annual journal 
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Letter 
5 Nissan, 5719 (April 13, 1959) 

Regarding the work at the Yeshiva
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Letter to Mr. Benjamin Lipsky,  
11 Shevat, 5719 (January 20, 1959) 

 Gratitude and blessings for joining the Yud Shevat Farbrengen 
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Letter to a Chaplain,  
11 Shevat, 5727 (January 22, 1967) 

 The advantage of working with servicemen in Jewish matters 

Chaplain . . .  

Office of the Chaplain 

Greeting and Blessing: 

I am in receipt of your letter. I was very gratified to note your desire to promote 

among the Jewish servicemen under your care the ideals and practices of Judaism 

according to the Torah-true interpretation. Actually no other true interpretation is 

possible. Needless to say that in your case, as the spiritual monitor and guide of the 

Jewish young men in the Camp, every degree of fortified conviction and personal 

advancement in this area is multiplied many times as it is reflected in those who look 

up to you for guidance end influence. 

I had occasion to emphasize also the fact that however responsive Jews are to good 

influence and to the truth, especially when it is given to them sincerely and truthfully, 

Jewish servicemen are even more responsive because of the stability of the 

atmosphere in which they live, where they are by circumstances sheltered from contacts 

and temptations so prevalent [in] civilian life. 

Moreover, the very military training they receive impresses upon them the 

importance of compliance and a response to the call of duty. This should provide 

immediately food for thought and logical inference, namely if an order of a human 

commanding officer must be obeyed and carried out without question, how much more 

readily and willingly should a commandment of G-d be fulfilled. Indeed Jews are called 

the "hosts of G-d," having been enlisted in the service of G-d ever since we were freed 

from human bondage and received the Torah and Mitzvoth at Mt. Sinai, as we read in 

this week's Sedra. It is noteworthy that the expression the "hosts of G-d" is mentioned 

for the first and only time in connection with the departure from Egypt, on the way to 

receive the Torah. A person in military service can readily understand that when he 

receives an order of a superior officer, he cannot delay it's execution until such time as 

he will be able to weigh it in his mind and see if he too approves of it, especially if such 

an order comes directly from the Commander-in-Chief, for any such delay could 

endanger the whole army. Certainly, the attitude towards a command of G-d could not 

be in any lesser degree, and no Jew can be reckless as to wait until he has sufficient time 
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and inclination to study the Divine commandments. It is for this reason the Torah was 

received with the unanimous declaration by all our people - Na’aseh v'Nishma. 

And as in the illustration, here too a Jew cannot say this is my own personal affair, 

and mind your own business, because all Jews form one body and are mutually 

responsible for one another, so that the actions of one Jew have a very important 

bearing upon the well-being of another. 

I have referred your letter and request to our Chabad Youth Organization, which 

also has a special department for Jewish servicemen and chaplains. You will no doubt 

hear from them, and I am confident that they will also be glad to offer you every 

possible help in your work. You may have also heard that representatives of this 

organization have a program of visiting military training camps to make direct contact 

with Jewish chaplains and servicemen. But, of course, this can be done only by a 

prearrangement. 

In the meantime, in answer to your request, I gave instructions to my office to send 

you the Tanya, both in the original as well as in the English translation. 

I wish you Hatzlocho in your work, and may it be effective in a growing measure, in 

accordance with the principle of our Sages Maalin b'Kodesh - all things of holiness 

should be on the ascendancy. 

Hoping to hear good news from you, 

With blessing, 
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Letter to Rabbi Kastel,  
11 Tammuz, 5732 (June 23, 1972) 

Receipt and Blessings for 11 Nissan present 
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Letter to Rabbi Kastel,  
15 Tammuz, 5718 (July 3, 1958) 

Inspiration from 12 Tammuz; purpose of the Farbrengen 
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Letter to D. L. Halper,  
13 Iyar, 5737 (May 1, 1977) 

 The role of women; The importance of asking questions yet continue to do the Mitzvos  
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Letter to D. L. Halper,  
13 Iyar, 5737 (May 1, 1977) 
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Letter to D. L. Halper,  
13 Iyar, 5737 (May 1, 1977) 
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Letter to Dr. Zvi Gershon Tilles,  
Lag B’Omer, 5745 (May 9, 1985) 

 A friend’s influence can be more effective than that of a parent;  
Doing Mitzvos in the child’s Zechus 
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Letter Non-dated,  
 

 Not to be so anxious about personal problems; furthering the cause of Chassidus 
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Letter to The Hebrew Academy Lubavitch of Long Beach,  
Lag B’Omer, 5742 (May 11, 1982) 

 The duty and privilege of every Jew to kindle every Jewish Neshomo 

   



Wedding of Moshe Aaron & Masha Geisinsky  

30 

Letter to The Hebrew Academy Lubavitch of Long Beach,  
19 Kislev, 5744 (November 25, 1983) 

 Prioritizing a full Torah education 
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Letter to The Hebrew Academy Lubavitch of Long Beach,  
Lag B’Omer, 5747 (May 17, 1987) 

 The connection of Shavuos to Torah education;  
The significance of the “Chai-Light” banquet  
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 לזכות 

 משה אהרן ת"החתן הרה

 בקהרמאשא  והכלה

 גייסינסקי  שיחיו

• 

 ר שיבנו בית בישראל"יה

 בנין עדי עד על יסודי התורה והמצוה 

 כפי שהם מוארים במאור שבתורה 

 החסידות זוהי תורת 

 ר"ק אדמו"לנחת רוח כ

• 

 הוריהם ולזכות

 ייסינסקיג שיחיויהודית חנה ו  לוי יצחק ת"הרה

 נער פעווז  שיחיו שרהושמואל  ת "והרה


