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RABBI MENACHEM M. SCHNEERSON INRDIRIW 27191 TN

Lubavitch
770 Eastern Parkway WIRMININ?

Brooklyn 13, N. Y.

PNPARE TIPVOR 770
HYacinth 3-9250 RI J L b -]

By the Grace of G-d
23rd of Menachem Av
5719, Brooklyn, N.Y.

Mr. Elie Cohen
1216 Ave LaJoie
Outremont, Qus.

Sholom uBrocho:

I received your letter of the 15th of Menachem Av, and
was pleased to read in it about your progress in learning.
Though you do not mention it, I trust you have chavrusso
for learning togethwr with a frienl, for such learning

is more enjoyable and more thorough.

You write that you lack in the quality of serving G-d
with joy and gladness of heart, as required. I suggest
that you discuss this with the Mashpia of Chasidus so
thaf he can show you the sources in the Tanya and in
Maamorim where the subject is treated. You can also
look up the index at the end of the Tanya and Torah Or
to find such places yourself, also.

As for the question whether you should become a full-time
student at the Yeshivah, there are many aspects involved
which cannot be discussed in writing. Therefore it would
again be advisable for you to discuss the matter with
Yeshivah administration who know you, especially Rabbi
Nissan Mangel.

With reference to your birthday, they will tell you at
the Yeshivah how a birthday is observed by Yeshivah boys.
May G-d bless you with a successful year, materially

and spiritually.

As requested, I will remember in prayer all those you
mention in your letter.

With blessing
By
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is more real, more absolute. In the unified
world of Divine Oneness, where everything we
experience is G-d, there is no simply no place
for arrogance, sadness, or anger.

The human ego and its ambitions are
silenced in the face of the Tanya’s program
of contemplation. Even spiritual ambition
is emptied, and in its place there is a pure,
transparent desire to be one with G-d wherever
He can be found.

SYMPTOMS VS. CAUSES

In medicine, we can address the symptom
or the root cause of the abnormality. But even
if a doctor has a holistic, long term plan to
restore the patient to health, in the meantime,
symptoms must still be treated.

The Alter Rebbe famously describes the
Tanya’s path as the “longer-shorter” one. It’s
aim is ambitious--to shift the human being
from its natural, primal perspective of self-
interest to recognition of the unity of G-d. With
that, the entirety of the person is changed: the
mind, emotions, and instincts that make us
who we are. But it is a long journey.

In the meantime, the symptoms must be
treated. Which is why Chabad Rebbes still
stressed the importance of studying works of
mussar. As the Rebbe Rashab writes in Kuntres
Hatefilah (ch. 17): “One should set aside an
hour every day to study works of mussar
which are founded on Midrash, Aggadah, and
the Zohar” The direct “spot treatments” to
negative behaviors that these works provide
are useful in the short term. Meanwhile, the
deeper work of transforming the building

blocks of our perception through the study of
chassidus goes on for eternity.

A JOURNEY TO MASHIACH

To conclude on a broader note. The individual
is inextricable from the collective. Moshiach,
the Alter Rebbe writes in Chapter 36, is an
era of complete divine revelation, when the
facade of ego is stripped away and even the
naked, fleshly eye can see the inherent unity
of creation. That threshold is reached through
individual transformation. When each person
engages their intellect to understand the
unity of G-d, and thereby fundamentally shifts
their understanding of reality, they become
a “dwelling for G-d.” G-d lives openly in that
individual.

This is the meaning behind the moving letter
of the Rebbe Rashab, printed in Hayom Yom
for 19 Kislev:

“This day is the beginning of Your
the fulfillment of the true
intention behind the creation of man on
earth, which is to call forth revelation of
the light of the inward part of our holy
Torah. On this day, that light is called
forth, in a general way, for the entire
year.”

works,”

The day when Chabad chassidus was
validated and released to the world, is the
beginning of the journey toward an era of
intimate knowledge of the divine.

This is the purpose of Chabad chassidus: To
make the world a more G-dly place, one mind
at a time.



Contemplate the

vitality of all enjoyments, for they are
all nullified in reality and are accounted
as nothing at all, compared with Him,
there being no manner of comparison or
similarity between them, G-d forbid—
between all worldly pleasures and
G-d, the “Source of the vitality” of all
pleasures, just as there is no comparison
between that which is absolutely naught
and nothing—and everlasting life.

immateriality of the

universe in the face of G-d’s overwhelming
existence, the Alter Rebbe says, and the coarse
garments of physicality will slip away, almost
passively.

ONE ANSWER TO ALL STRUGGLE

So even thoughin the preface the Alter Rebbe
bills the Tanya as a book of “answers to many
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Look at the rare cases when the Alter Rebbe
does name a particular malady and how to
confront it. About arrogance:

tantamount to idolatry, for the essence
and root of idolatry is that it is regarded
as an independent entity, separate from
the holiness of G-d (Likkutei Amarim, Ch.
22)”

About sadness:

And this is the essence of the faith for
which man was created: to believe that
“There is no place void of Him”—i.e.,
G-d is everywhere—and “In the light of
the King’s countenance, there is life”
Accordingly, “Strength and gladness are
in His place,” because He is but good all
the time.

But he who is grieved and laments
demonstrates that he is undergoing
some hardship and suffering, and
lacks some goodness; he is (heaven
forfend) like a heretic, who denies G-d’s
omnipresence. This is why the Sages of
Truth, the Kabbalists, strongly rejected
the trait of sadness, for it contradicts a
Jew’s true faith that “There is no place
devoid of Him (lggeres HaKodesh, 11).”

About anger:

Our Sages, of blessed memory:
“Whoever is in a rage resembles an
idolater.” The reason [for this] is clear
to “those who know understanding,”
because at the time of his anger, faith
in G-d and in His individual Divine
Providence has left him, for were he to
believe that what happened to him was
G-d’s doing, he would not be angry at all
(Iggeres HaKodesh, 25).

Arrogance, sadness, anger. These are all

“That is why the Sages, of blessed symptoms of a bifurcated view of the universe,
memory, said that arrogance is truly where G-d and material existence vie for what



NS
)¢

N6

©

and unfurls the light of the Baal Shem Toy,
structuring it so that it is compatible with the
human mind. The student of Tanya can then
steadily change the natural bias of the intellect
toward materiality and the self, and redirect it
to comprehend the being of G-d Himself, and
the smallness of this worldly existence.

TANYA’'S ACCESSIBILITY

Because the Tanya is positioned at the entry
to the human mind, it accomplishes another
elusive necessity: accessibility. By translating
transcendent concepts of G-d’s unity into the
language ofthemind, anyonecangainafoothold
on the mountain of self-transformation. This
is why the book is preoccupied not with the
unattainable perfection of a tzaddik, but with
the benoni, the everyman.

It is his doubts,

common struggles,

imperfections, and failures that the Tanya
addresses. And it can do so because it dons
the garments of rational thought, gaining entry

©) G) G)
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into the coldest, spiritually inhospitable part of
man, the mind.

Which leads to yet a third, fundamental
novelty of the Tanya: how it affects character
development. Other manuals for personal and
spiritual development offer specific advice for
individual ailments and vices. How to deal with
anger, jealousy, distracting thoughts, and so
on.

Tanya does not generally descend into the
particulars of the evil inclination, it seeks to
create structural change by accessing the mind.
Change the mind’s perception, and you change
reality itself. Say you’re walking in the park at
night and see a terrifying figure in the distance.
You freeze in fright, but then a light goes on
and the figure is revealed to be a statue. There
is no need to struggle with the emotion of fear,
to talk yourself down, to undo the terror you
just experienced. The fear evaporates when
you see reality for what it is.

Similarly, Tanya changes a person’s natural
orientation to the world. One begins to see
G-d everywhere, and then the intoxicating pull
of the world loses its allure. There is nothing
to grapple with. It is a statue, not a menacing
attacker in the night.

As the Alter Rebbe writes in a revealing
passage in Chapter 43 of Tanya:

As a result of such contemplation, the
attribute of love, which is in the soul, will
as a matter of course divest itself of its
garments, which it had previously worn.

l.e., it will not clothe itself in anything
of pleasure or enjoyment, whether
physical or spiritual, to love it and will not
desire anything whatsoever in the world
other than G-d alone, the Source of the

©)
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Judaism in isolated cities across the world.

So what is different about the intellectual
structure of the Tanya?

Howdoesitinspirewarm-bloodeddedication
instead of detached contemplation?

In a few words: Philosophy and Chabad
thought differ in their departure points.
Philosophy begins with the a priori foundation
that the world as we know it exists. The
question is, does G-d?

Is there a primordial being, a G-d, who brings
the existence into being, or is matter eternal,
and the world an autonomous thing, the
product of dumb luck and evolution?

As the Chovos Hilevavos writes (Shaar
Hayichud, ch. 7): “We have to first investigate,
does this world have a Creator or not?”

Chabad chassidus begins with the a priori
foundation that G-d exists. The question is,
how does the world exist? Nowhere in the
Alter Rebbe’s corpus does he devote extensive
time to making logical arguments for G-d’s
existence. G-d is a given. How does the world
exist in the shadow of G-d’s infinity? How do
we feel ourselves to be autonomous beings?
In what way is G-d found in creation? Those
are the occupations of the Alter Rebbe’s
investigations.

The main concern of Shaar Hayichud
Vi’haEmunah, the more philosophical book of
Tanya, is to elaborate on the Baal Shem Tov’s
understanding of “There is nothing else besides
Him,” that G-d is the only true existence.
Logical arguments, metaphors, and thought
experiments are all marshalled to expose the
frailty of creation--how its existence must be

validated and animated every moment, or else
it would lapse into nothingness.

* %k %k

The novelty of Tanya, in this reappraisal, is
not its commitment to rigorous intellectual
investigation of G-d.

It is, rather, a subversion of classical
philosophy, using the tools of investigation to
undermine the certainty of our own existence
and the primacy of our own ego.

Contemplation is necessary not to work our
way from earth back to G-d, but to envision how
G-d can contain the multitudes of a fractured
earth.

It is this interweaving of two worlds--
radiant simple faith and exacting intellectual
contemplation--that separates the Tanya
from the philosophical works before it, and
the numerous works of chassidus by his
contemporaries, fellow students of the Baal
Shem Tov and the Maggid.

After all, dozens of these students composed
their own sacred works refracting the light
of the Baal Shem Tov. “There is nothing else
besides Him,” is the common currency of sifrei
chassidus.

Yet those works are often capsules of
inspiration. The tzaddik lives in a space of
pervasive divinity, and when a glint of that
deeper reality shines in a verse or a story or
a law, he will share it with his students. The
student is elevated and inspired, but it is not
a durable transformation. Precisely because
he has encountered something sublime and
beyond himself, it can remain elusive.

The genius of Tanya is its commitment
to process and systemization. It organizes
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theological investigation. Rambam, Rabbeinu
Saadya Gaon, Rabbi Bachya ibn Paquda
(the author of the Chovos Halevavos), the
Maharshal, and others all firmly held that the
mitzvah of believing in G-d requires rational
exploration and substantiation.

A cohort of other authorities vehemently
dissented. The Rashba, Chassid Yaavetz,
Rivash, Chavos Yair, and Nodeh B’Yehuda,
all understood the mitzvah of belief as being
a matter of pure faith. Not only were they
opposed to the intrusion of philosophical
investigation into matters of faith, in some
instances, they forbade it.

Historically, the expulsion of the Jews
from Spain in 1492 marked the end of the
philosophical position. For centuries after, the
calls for undiluted faith were heard louder
than those advocating for reason. The Yaavetz
played a crucial role in the repelling of the
philosophers, specifically in his polemical,
anti-philosophical work Or Hachaim. There he
makes the stinging observation that the Jews
who died for the sanctification of G-d’s name
during the Spanish expulsion were primarily
simple Jews with uncomplicated faith; while
the more sophisticated Jews capitulated “on a
bitter day.”

©)

©)

R R

The opposition’s distrust of philosophy
rested on a simple argument. If reason is the
foundation for faith, then when the demands
of faith are pitted against cool, rational thought-
-such as in the horrific moment of forced
conversion, reason will undoubtedly prevail.

TANYA RAISES ALARMS

It was against this backdrop that the Tanya
arrived and began to speak about G-d in
rational terminology. This alarmed the
Rabbininc academy who whiffed the scent of
the discarded philosophical approach.

But there was something different about the
intellectual world of the Tanya, something that
paradoxically only emboldened and fortified
the “simple,” unreflective faith.

This is not a theoretical claim, it is
substantiated in the life and death decisions
that Chabad chassidim made daily for decades
under Czarist and then Soviet rule.

When large segments of the Jewish world
shied away from the front lines, Chabad
chassidim stood in the trenches, sacrificing
their lives to protect the faltering flame of
Jewish life in Russia.

According to normative halacha, there is
no obligation to sacrifice one’s life to take a
lulav on Sukkos, or hear the shofar on Rosh
Hashanah. Yet Chabad chassidus was so potent
that it influenced its students to live with an
irrational dedication to Torah and mitzvos.

That same dedication is at work in the
thousands of Chabad couples today who leave
the comfort of their families and religious
communities to be ambassadors of authentic
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understanding is necessary alongside
received tradition...This is alluded to
in the phrase, “Know the G-d of your
father,” meaning besides for faith in
G-d being entrenched in your heart
because of “your father,” i.e. tradition,
you must know G-d yourself, through
contemplation.”

He makesasimilar pointinabeautiful, creative
reading of the verse from Shiras Hayam, “This
is my G-d, and | will glorify Him, the G-d of my
father, and | will exalt Him (Shemos, 1:1):

“When G-d is “My G-d,” through my
own knowledge and understanding,
then it is ani vihu--me and Him (a play
on the word V’inveihu-l will glorify
Him). Meaning to say, G-d and | are
bound together so to speak, because
the knowledge is grasped in the heart.
But if my awareness of G-d is not based
on my intellect but only on tradition,
“the G-d of my father,” then “I will exalt
Him,” He remains far and distant from
me, and | am distanced from Him in my
consciousness.”

THE NOAM ELIMELECH ON FAITH

This imperative is found even in those
chassidic schools which champion simple faith
and devotion to a tzaddik.

There are many examples of this, but it is
worth citing one from the Noam Elimelech, in
Parshas Kedoshim:

“Humankind must know G-d through
His wondrous and awesome deeds...no
one should say to themselves that it is
enough to believe in the one true G-d,

but there is no need to investigate and
seek out His wondrous deeds. This is not
the true path. Rather, one must know
G-d through His wondrous actions....

The sum of all these readings tells us that
faith alone, what today we might call “blind
faith,” is inadequate. It remains detached,
hidden, from vyour lived reality. Only by
engaging your mind in pursuit of the Divine will
faith begin to resonate. The mitzvah of belief in
G-d, the foundation of everything, cannot be
fulfilled without deliberate contemplation and
investigation into G-d’s being.

Seen in this light, the Tanya does not seem
to be breaking new ground in centering reason
as a religious ideal. To appreciate the Tanya’s
unique contribution, we need to place its
emergence in its historical context. But first, a
more general question.

%k %k %

If the imperative for rational apprehension
of G-d is ubiquitous throughout the writings
of mainstream Jewish thinkers, it would be
expected that there would be a keen emphasis
placed on its execution. And yet, it is not
uncommon to find devout, G-d-fearing people
who invest time and money in scrupulously
performing mitzvos, and yet, when it comes to
faith, have not devoted much, if any, resources
to thinking about G-d.

In other words, where did all the investigation
and philosophy of Rambam and Rabbeinu
Saadya Gaon disappear?

THE DEEP DIVIDE

The reality is that there was a deep divide in
the period of the Rishonim over the question of



Him. The nature of one’s love depends on
the nature of one’s knowledge! A small
[amount of knowledge arouses] a lesser
love. A greater amount of knowledge
arouses a greater love.

Therefore, it is necessary for a
person to seclude himself in order to
understand and conceive wisdom and
concepts which make his creator known
to him according to the potential which
man possesses to understand and
comprehend as we explained in Hilchot
Yesodei HaTorah (Hilchos Teshuva, 10:6).

one’s intellectual capacity. Contemplate
the works of creation, the “Work of
the Chariot”, and the words of the
Prophets...”

And in his famous ethical work, Shaarei
Teshuva (3:17), he considers the mitzvah of
knowing G-d to be a foundational one:

“Know that the most laudable virtues
are conveyed to us in the positive
mitzvos, such as the virtue of free
choice...of Torah study...and the virtue
of contemplating G-d’s greatness. As
it says, Know therefore this day and
consider it in your heart, Hashem alone is

RABBEINU YONA'’S FIVE LEVELS G-d...(Devarim, 4:39). And Dovid wrote,

“Hashem in Heaven looked down upon
the sons of men to see whether there
is a man of understanding, who seeks

Rabbeinu Yona, the Catlonian foe turned
admirer of the Rambam, writes in a similar

vein in his commentary to Mishlei (2:5):

“There are five ascending forms of
attaining knowledge of G-d.... The third:
Know the ways of G-d, the power of His
kindness and His abundant goodness.
Contemplate His wonders and know
His exaltedness and praise, according to
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Hashem (Tehilim, 14:2). Humankind was
created to attain these values...what is
the hope of a created being, if he does
not place the toil of his heart and his
primary concern into these things for
which he was created?

This theme is ubiquitous across the major
works of the Rishonim. The Sefer Charedim,
the Chovos Halevavos (in the Shaar HaYichud),
Rabbeinu Saadya Gaon in his philosophical
work Emunos Ve’Deos, and others all stress
the imperative of intellectual contemplation in
the service of G-d.

From the 16th century, we can cite this
moving passage from the Shelah HaKadosh
(Asara Maamaros, 1):

“The root of everything is “Know
therefore this day and consider it in your
heart, Hashem alone is G-d.” Meaning
to say, knowing G-d through rational
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What distinguishes the Tanya from the
innumerable and invaluable works of
chassidus and mussar?

A cursory reading of the first few chapters
will yield the impression that the book is
committed to methodological reasoning and
contemplation. Chapter Three makes clear
that the much sought-after attributes of love
and fear of G-d do not just appear suddenly in
a seeker’s heart, but must be attained through
arduous, patient contemplation of the Divine.
This, of course, is what gives the chassidus
of the Alter Rebbe its name, Chabad, for the
three intellectual faculties, chochmah, binah,
and daas.

The novelty of Chabad chassidus, we might
think, lies in this emphasis on reason. The
Tanya as a whole is the first work that presents
the Torah of the Baal Shem Tov as a cohesive,
organized structure. It unpacks what chassidus
has to say about the foundations of Judaism--
the Jewish people, the Torah, prayer, mitzvos,
as well as the meaning of the human condition.
Why do we struggle? What is our purpose?
What is repentance?

In this sense, the Tanya is the “Shulchan
Aruch” of chassidus.

Contemplation, reason, the mind, seem to be
the contribution of the Alter Rebbe.

©) G) G)

(In  this spirit, the Alter Rebbe’s
contemporaries, fellow students of the Maggid,
affectionately nicknamed him “the Litvak,”
because of his methodological, investigative
approach to chassidus.)

But anyone familiar with classical Jewish
thought will dismiss this portrayal easily. If
we trace the origins of the importance of
contemplation, we will arrive at the era of the
Rishonim (ca. 1000-1500 CE) and even the
Geonim (ca. 600-1000).

Most prominent
is the Rambam
(1138-1204),
who writes as
follows in the final
halacha of Sefer
Hamada, the Book
of Knowledge:

Itis a well-known and clear matter that
the love of G-d will not become attached
within a person’s heart until he becomes
obsessed with it at all times as is fitting,
leaving all things in the world except for
this. This was implied by the command
[Devarim 6:5: “Love G-d, your L-rd,] with
all your heart and all your soul.

Onecanonlylove G-d [asan outgrowth]
of the knowledge with which he knows
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By the Grace of G-d
23rd of Menachem Av
5719, Brooklyn, N.Y.

Mr. Elie Cohen
1216 Ave LaJoie
Outremont, Qus.

Sholom uBrocho:

I received your letter of the 15th of Menachem Av, and
was pleased to read in it about your progress in learning.
Though you do not mention it, I trust you have chavrusso
for learning togethwr with a frienl, for such learning

is more enjoyable and more thorough.

You write that you lack in the quality of serving G-d
with joy and gladness of heart, as required. I suggest
that you discuss this with the Mashpia of Chasidus so
thaf he can show you the sources in the Tanya and in
Maamorim where the subject is treated. You can also
look up the index at the end of the Tanya and Torah Or
to find such places yourself, also.

As for the question whether you should become a full-time
student at the Yeshivah, there are many aspects involved
which cannot be discussed in writing. Therefore it would
again be advisable for you to discuss the matter with
Yeshivah administration who know you, especially Rabbi
Nissan Mangel.

With reference to your birthday, they will tell you at
the Yeshivah how a birthday is observed by Yeshivah boys.
May G-d bless you with a successful year, materially

and spiritually.

As requested, I will remember in prayer all those you
mention in your letter.

With blessing
By

Above: a letter from the Rebbe to the grandfather
of the Kallah, Rabbi Eliyahu Cohen OBM

Left: Receiving Kos Shel Brocho from the Rebbe
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In honor of the wedding of our dear children, R Chaim Tzvi Hirsch and Raizel, we are de-
lighted to present a memento to you, our dear guests. It contains a fascinating and powerful
article penned by the groom’s grandfather, Rabbi Menachem Mendel Vechter, a highly respected
scholar in both the legal and mystical aspects of Torah, and an exceptional teacher of Chassidus,
for which he devoted his life.

Drawing from a wide breadth of Torah sources, the article presents the revolutionary contri-
bution of the Tanya and its impact on how we serve Hashem in the most ideal way. May Hashem
grant Rabbi Vechter the ability to continue to teach Chassidus for many years to come. We have
translated the article to English to further the goal of spreading the teachings of Chassidus to the
greatest possible reach, which will hasten the coming of Mashiach.

%%

Three weeks ago, on the 5th of Shevat 5781, the bride’s grandfather, R’ Eliyahu Cohen of bless-
ed memory, passed away. In his honor and memory, we present one of the Rebbe’s letters to him,
from among the many letters he merited to receive from the Rebbe. This letter offers a window
into his unique life, which were filled with fulfilling all the various missions given to him by the
Rebbe. In the letter, the Rebbe instructs him to continue in his role as a university professor of
mathematics and to tend to his health. This was an instruction that the Rebbe repeated in all
of the letters, which demonstrates the extent to which he was immersed in and devoted to the
realm of holiness.

May we merit the fulfilment of the prophecy that very soon death will be swallowed forever,
and Hashem will wipe the tears from every face. Very soon it will be heard in the cities of Judah
and in the streets of Jersualem, the voice of jubilation and joy, the voice of groom and bride.

Rabbi Menachem Mendel Rabbi Menachem Mendel
and Esther Malkah Groner and Nechama Dinah Cohen

Melbourne, Australia Sacramento, California
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From the wedding of
Chaim and Raizel
Groner
27 Shevat 5781 - February 9th, 2021
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