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Dear Friends and Relatives יחיוש  

We hope you enjoy the selection of Sichos and letters that the 
the Rebbe spoke during the years when Rosh Hashona falls on 
Shabbos and Sunday. 

We pray that our learning them will bring down all the 
blessings that are written there for a good and sweet year a year 
that is all Shabbos and Menucha. When those who rest in the dust 
will arise and sing with the revalation of moshiach now. A Kesiva 
Vechasima Tova Lshana Tova Umesuka. 

Thankyou for joining us. 

 

Families Hecht andJunik 
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Torah (and in the practical expressions of the Torah’s teachings 
in deed) which is called “righteousness.” 

{The Rebbe Shlita distributed money to be given to the 
women to give to tzedakah. Afterwards, he stated:} During these 
days, it is customary to bless each other, L’Shanah Tovah 
Tikasaivu. May you and your entire families receive this blessing 
and may G-d “sound the great shofar for our freedom” and then, 
we will be “Next year, in Jerusalem.” 
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nation, Jacob is the lot of His inheritance,” emphasizing how 
each Jew is connected with G-d. This is also emphasized by the 
Alter Rebbe in Tanya which states that each Jew is “truly a part 
of G-d.” Because of this essential G-dly nature, each Jew is 
granted an abundance of material and spiritual blessings. 

This gathering is unique because it is attended by Jewish 
woman. A woman is the akeres habayis, the mainstay of the home. 
She develops the atmosphere of the home, causing it to be a 
“sanctuary in microcosm.” This role is emphasized by the three 
mitzvos whose fulfillment is given over to Jewish women. 

These include the lighting of Shabbos and Yom-Tov candles.3 
Just as Sarah’s candles would shine from one Shabbos until the 
next, the candles lit by every Jewish woman grant light to her 
home in the entire week that follow. Similarly, every Jewish girl 
has the potential to add light to the home. This light is reflected 
in the light of appreciation on the faces of even the youngest 
children when they light Shabbos candles. (Accordingly, candles 
should be lit by girls at even the youngest ages, at three, at two, 
or even at the age of one if they appreciate what they are doing.) 

There are two unique dimensions to the present occasion: 
a) This year, Rosh HaShanah falls on Shabbos. This teaches 

that the entire year must be permeated by a Shabbos-like 
atmosphere. 

b) This Erev Rosh HaShanah marks the 200th anniversary of 
the Tzemach Tzedek’s birth. A birthday is a day on which the 
spiritual source of a person’s soul shines powerfully.4 

Tzemach means “grow” and Tzedek means “righteousness.” 
Tzemach Tzedek means that a person should constantly grow in 

                                                           
3. Even though when the woman of the house is not at home on a particular 

Shabbos, the mitzvah is fulfilled by the man, the mitzvah is primarily that of the 
woman and the man is merely taking her place. 

4. Therefore, it is customary for children to give generously to tzedakah on their 
birthdays. (It is preferable that they give from their own money.) Similarly, a 
child should have a tzedakah pushka together with a chumash, a siddur, and a Tanya 
in his room. 
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FREE TRANSLATION 
 

By the Grace of G-d 
2nd Day1 of the Week of 
Nitzovim-vaYelech,2 

Chai Elul,3 5742 
Brooklyn, N.Y. 

To the Sons and Daughters of 
Our People Israel, Everywhere 

G-d Bless You All! 

Greeting and Blessing: 

On this auspicious day of the auspicious month4 — Chai (18) 
Elu1,5 the month that all of it, especially the last twelve6 days of it 
beginning from Chai Elul,7 are dedicated to preparing for Rosh 
Hashono and for the entire new year, may it bring us and all our 
people Israel goodness and blessing, 

It is surely the appropriate time to reflect on one of the main 
features pertaining to said preparations; which, of course, have 
to encompass all aspects of human life, comprising thought, 
word, and action,8 and in accord with the Divine purpose of the 
creation of man (ordained on the first Rosh Hashono), and in 
accord with the purpose of man’s life, namely, to serve the 
Creator in all three areas: Torah, Avodah and Gemilus 
Chasodim (Torah-study, Prayer, and acts of kindness, namely, 
mitzvoth).10 

* * * 
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It has been discussed many times11 that although Rosh 
Hashono is the festival that commemorates the “birthday” of the 
world (as we say in our prayer, “This is the day of the beginning 
of Your works”),12 it is actually the day when the creation of the 
world was completed13 with the creation of man, on the sixth day 
of Creation. Thereby the world attained its fulfillment14 (and 
pronounced “very good”),15 for it is through man that the whole 
of creation attains completeness and fulfillment,16 in accordance 
with the design of the Creator. This was actually achieved 
immediately after Adam, the first man, was created, as related 
by our Sages17 of blessed memory that Adam called upon all 
creatures, saying: “Come, let us prostrate ourselves and kneel; let 
us bend our knees before HaShem our Maker.”18 And so it was, 
and “HaShem reigned, garbed in Glory.”19 

* * * 
One of the aspects in which the creation of mankind differed 

most conspicuously from that of all other creatures is that man 
was created as a single individual20 — 

a) single — unlike other creatures, both in the animal world 
and in the world of plants, where creatures were simultaneously 
created in couples21 (male and female), 

b) single also in terms of being one species,22 the human race, 
unlike other creatures, both animals and plants, where 
thousands of species were created right from the beginning. 

Needless to say, the Torah, Torah Or, which illuminates23 and 
explains all “things”, calls attention to this conspicuous 
difference. Our sages of the Mishnah24 declare: “For this reason 
man was created single — to teach you that each individual is a 
‘whole (complete) world.’”25 Secondly, “For the sake of peace 
among people, so that no one will be able to say, ‘I am a 
descendant of a greater ancestor than yours.’” 

The question that immediately poses itself is: The said two 
reasons seem contradictory. According to the first, the emphasis 
is on the preeminence of a person as an individual, so much so 
that every individual is termed a “whole world.” And since the 
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ADDRESS TO N’SHEI UBNOS CHABAD 
27TH DAY OF ELUL, 5749 

1. The Alter Rebbe declares that one should “Open with a 
blessing.” Thus, it is appropriate that whenever Jews meet, they 
begin by blessing each other. This expresses the love which each 
Jew has for his colleague. Blessing each other in this fashion will 
increase the blessings which G-d conveys upon the Jewish 
people. 

These blessings are intensified by the place, a synagogue and 
a house of study, and the time, the month of Elul and, in 
particular, the days of Selichos, when this gathering is being held. 

Elul is a month where the king (G-d, the true King) is in the 
field, i.e., He makes Himself accessible to every Jew even those 
whose service is not confined to a synagogue, a house of study, 
or even a Jew’s private home (a “sanctuary in microcosm”), but 
involves being “in the field.” 

In particular, the days of Selichos are characterized by the 
quality of tzedakah as emphasized by the opening verse of the 
Selichos, “tzedakah, O L-rd, is Yours,” i.e., G-d bestows tzedakah 
upon the Jews, as individuals, how much more, as they join 
together as a community and forgives and grants atonement for 
their sins. This, in turn, adds to the blessings which G-d will 
convey upon each individual. 

We may rest assured that we will receive these blessings. 
Therefore, on Rosh HaShanah, we dress in white, make kiddush, 
and indulge in other practices which express happiness 
confident that we will receive a kesivah vachasimah tovah for a 
good year in regard to both spiritual and material affairs. (Note 
the Hagahos Maimoni which states that the judgment of Rosh 
HaShanah is primarily concerned with material affairs.) 

The above also shares a connection to this week’s Torah 
portion which contains the verse, “For the L-rd’s portion is His 
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NIGHT FOLLOWING 
THE 3RD DAY OF SELICHOS 
EVE OF 27TH OF ELUL, 5749 

1. The unique significance of the 3rd day of Selichos was 
explained by the Previous Rebbe (See Sefer Maamarim 5705, p. 
223). On that day, he also recited a maamar and asked that it be 
printed and publicized. 

Significantly, the Previous Rebbe did not reveal this concept 
in the first years of his Nesius in “the upper half of the world.” 
Rather, it was not until the later years, after moving to America, 
the “lower half of the earth,” that he did so.1 

The abovementioned maamar relates several concepts 
regarding an increase in Torah and mitzvos and an increase in the 
involvement with Pnimiyus HaTorah. The particular nature of the 
increase to be made by each individual is left up to him. It is not 
so important if the increase he chooses is in fact that intended in 
the maamar. What is important is that he actually make an 
increase in Torah and mitzvos. Since the increase is a dimension 
of Torah, it is surely true and desirable. 

Since we are in the month of Elul, a month when we should 
give tzedakah abundantly, the first increase should be an increase 
in tzedakah. May this bring about the tzedakah which G-d must 
perform, the redemption of the Jewish people — and each 
individual Jew — from the exile. May we all be written down 
and sealed2 for a good year, “a year of miracles,” including the 
ultimate miracles which will be revealed with the Messianic 
revelation. 
                                                           
1. The Previous Rebbe did not, himself, explain the rationale for this choice of 

timing. Hence, each person can offer suggestions as to his intent. 
2. [Though from certain prayers, it may appear that the “sealing” of the decrees for 

the coming year comes later,] the fact that it is Jewish custom — and “Jewish 
custom is Torah” — to wish a colleague a kesivah vachasimah tovah, that he be 
“written down and sealed for a good year,” from Rosh Chodesh Elul, implies 
that sealing of the decrees is also immediate. 
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Torah, Toras Emes, declares that “people differ in their דעות 
(opinions)26,” the sense of personal importance is bound to foster 
dissent, and in a sharp form, since each individual is a “whole 
world.” The result, therefore, would be the opposite of “peace 
among people.” 

But, inasmuch as the two reasons follow consecutively in the 
same context, and each of them is so important that it affected 
the manner in which man was originally created, we must 
conclude that the said two reasons not only do not contradict 
each other, but, on the contrary, are quite compatible and, 
moreover, reinforce each other. 

The explanation of it is as follows: 
True, a person is a “whole world,” and “people differ in 

their דעות (opinions),” but a person’s opinion need not, and must 
not, exclude — even in one’s own mind — the possibility that 
there can be a second opinion, indeed even a contradictory 
opinion. Moreover, one has to regard other opinions27 —even a 
contradictory one — with respect, since the other person is a 
“whole world.” Hence, he must consider the other person’s view 
with proper consideration.28 Then, in addition to such an attitude 
being conducive to real accord and peace among people, and a 
durable peace at that — inasmuch as it is based on the rule of the 
eternal Torah that every individual is a “whole world” — it 
would result also in reexamination of one’s own opinion, and to 
more clearly analyze its positive but also its negative aspects, 
and thus attain the real truth,29 fulfillment of his own “whole 
world.” 

The same attitude by the next person, and the next, and so 
on, would eventually bring about accord and peace among 
people. 

It should be noted, parenthetically, that speaking of דעות 
(opinions), we have in mind such as come within their definition 
in G-d’s Torah, and are in every detail consistent with the Torah, 
the Wisdom of HaShem; otherwise, it would be contrary to דעה 
— to wisdom and knowledge, as is obvious. Yet, these opinions 



6  ly oi`eyipd zgnymiqip `xfrdxye  eigiy hkrd  

differ (sometimes also contradict one another) in approach and 
judgment relating to דברי הרשות — mundane matters. 

* * * 
Turning our attention to action, since “action is the essential 

thing,”30 namely, the general every day conduct — it follows that 
awareness of the abovementioned thought brings the constant 
practice of the Great Principle in Torah — V’Ohavto lRe’acho 
Komocho, “Love your fellow as yourself,”31 with the accent on 
Komocho — “as yourself.”32 The idea behind this: Everyone was 
created by the same Creator, the Creator of the Whole World, 
and everyone — though merely “your fellow” and not you 
yourself — is also a “whole world,” “like yourself.” Hence, you 
should love everyone as you love yourself; and since this is an 
imperative by the Creator of every person, it is certain that it can 
be achieved and fulfilled33 by, and in, every person. 

At the same time, since the Creator is “the King, Who is the 
Source of Peace,”34 and He demands, that there should be “peace 
among people,” as mentioned above, and provides the capacity 
to achieve it, as is understandable — all this makes it still easier 
to carry out the Mitzvo of V’Ohavto lRe’acho Komocho, Komocho, in 
actual practice, and in all aspects. 

* * * 
All the above has a special relevance to the preparation for 

Rosh Hashono, the Day of Coronation of the King of Peace35 — 
including, above all, mutual peace and love among our Jewish 
people in the fullest manner of unity,36 so that all Jews constitute 
one entity in the fullest degree,37 and all Jews “like one man with 
one heart”38 acclaim the Supreme One on Rosh Hashono as 
“King of Israel,” and do so willingly,39 indeed, joyously;40 and 
this is carried out in a manner that influences the whole 
environment,41 so that the Creator is recognized as “King of the 
Universe”42 — as this happened on the first Rosh Hashono 
through the first man, Adam, as mentioned above. 

* * * 
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May it be G-d’s Will, that, in accordance with the text of the 
concluding prayer of each Amidah, every day: “Bless us, our 
Father, all of us as one, with the Light of Your Countenance” — 
as explained by the Alter Rebbe43 (author of the Tanya and 
Shulchan Aruch): inasmuch as we are “all as one,” it brings about 
the fulfillment of “bless us our Father, with the Light of Your 
Countenance” — 

May this be so actually and forthwith,44 
Including the blessing — in the words of our King David 

 I will feed him (the Jewish People) with the finest“ ,45מלכא משיחא
of wheat, and sate (each of) you with honey from a rock,”46 

And each and everyone, man and woman, is granted a 
Kesivo vaChasimo Tovo,47 for a good and sweet year,48 both 
materially and spiritually. 

With esteem and blessing for a 
 ,כתיבה וחתימה טובה
/Signed: Menachem Schneerson/ 
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TZIVOS HASHEM 
26TH DAY OF ELUL, 5742 

1. This gathering is taking place in the days of Selichos, a few 
days before Rosh Hashanah, following Shabbos parshas 
Netzavim. Parshas Netzavim is always read on the Shabbos 
before Rosh Hashanah, and therefore the proper preparation to 
Rosh Hashanah follows the Torah’s directive of that week — 
“You are all standing steadfast today before the L-rd your G-d.” 
Thus this is the proper time to hold a gathering of Jewish 
children, for this assembly expresses the concept of “You are all 
standing steadfast today”, as the rest of the verse continues, 
“your heads of your tribes ... your children.” This is particularly 
relevant to Tzivos Hashem, every member of whom emphasizes 
the concept of “before the L-rd your G-d.” Every “soldier” of 
Tzivos Hashem stands steadfast before his Commander in Chief, 
“the L-rd G-d of Hosts;” and when assembled together 
emphasize further the idea of “You are all standing steadfast 
before the L-rd your G-d.” The verse then continues “that you 
should enter into the covenant of the L-rd your G-d.” All 
members of Tzivos Hashem are bonded with their Commander 
in Chief in “the eternal covenant.” This is especially so since you 
each have a letter in G-d’s Sefer Torah, thereby effecting an 
eternal bond with G-d. 

In the light of the above, we see that when Tzivos Hashem 
gathers together in these days, the great merit you have of “You 
are all standing steadfast today before the L-rd your G-d ... your 
children ... that you should enter into the covenant of the L-rd 
your G-d,” effects the greatest joy. The “soldiers” of Tzivos 
Hashem rejoice that they have the merit to stand before G-d, 
their Commander in Chief — “Israel should rejoice in its 
Maker;” and G-d rejoices that He has such an army — “The L-rd 
rejoices in His works.” This joy of Tzivos Hashem then inspires 
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them to further strengthen their bond with G-d — “that you 
should enter into the covenant of the L-rd your G-d” — through 
increasing in Torah and mitzvos. 

This is the proper preparation to Rosh Hashanah, when Jews 
crown G-d their King. That is, on Rosh Hashanah the covenant 
between G-d and Jews is made anew, when G-d accepts the 
coronation and becomes “King of Israel.” This in turn effects 
G-d’s sovereignty over the entire world, as stated in the prayers 
of Rosh Hashanah: “Reign over the entire world in Your glory, 
be exalted over all the earth in Your splendor, and reveal 
Yourself in the majesty of Your glorious might over all the 
inhabitants of Your terrestrial world. And may everything that 
has been made know that You have made it ...” 

Hence in these days close to Rosh Hashanah every Jew must 
prepare himself properly for the crowning of G-d as King over 
Israel and the entire world on Rosh Hashanah, by utilizing these 
times in increasing in Torah study and fulfillment of mitzvos. 
After such a preparation with joy and good heart, G-d will 
certainly accept the crown, becoming “King of Israel” and the 
entire world — and every Jew merits blessings for being written 
and sealed for a good and sweet year. 

G-d being crowned as “King of Israel” leads to the 
redemption, as stated “the King of Israel and his redeemer.” When 
Jews leave the exile they all come to our Holy land, to the Bais 
Hamikdosh, and bow down to and serve G-d in an infinitely 
loftier fashion than was possible in exile. 

* 

2. There is a further lesson to be derived from the particular 
day on which this gathering is being held — the third day of 
parshas Ha’azinu. Of the third day (of creation) it is stated “it 
was good” twice — “good for heaven and good for creatures.” 
This teaches us that each Jew must conduct himself in the 
manner of “good” in those things which are between man and 
G-d (“heaven”), and also in those matters between man and man 
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(“creatures”). Moreover, these are not two separate things to be 
done at separate times of the day, but must be done 
simultaneously the whole day, every minute. 

The lesson from parshas Ha’azinu: The Yetzer Horah (Evil 
Inclination) may tell a Jewish child that since he/she is only a 
small child, there is no reason to be careful of every thought, 
utterance or deed — for how important can the doings of a small 
child be? Parshas Ha’azinu teaches differently — ”Listen, 
heavens, and I will speak, and let the earth hear the words of my 
mouth.” This verse was said by Moshe Rabbeinu, and since “the 
Torah which Moshe commanded us is the inheritance of the 
congregation of Ya’akov,” it follows that this verse applies to all 
Jews. In other words, when a Jew binds himself to the Torah, he 
thereby binds himself to Moshe Rabbeinu — and thereby with 
G-d Himself. Since G-d is the Creator of the heavens and the 
earth, every Jew can effect the concept of “Listen, heavens, and I 
will speak, and let the earth hear the words of my mouth” — the 
heavens and earth see and hear every thought, utterance and 
deed of a Jew. Moreover, G-d Himself “stands over him ... and 
examines him to see if he is serving Him as is fitting.” Hence we 
can see how important every thought, utterance or deed is, and 
how foolish are the words of the Yetzer Horah. 

Through increasing in service to G-d with joy, in the manner 
of “good for heavens and good for creatures” — and influencing 
others to do likewise — we all become one “great congregation,” 
and merit an increase in G-d’s blessings — “Bless us our Father 
all of us together in the light of Your countenance.” This is 
especially so in the month of Elul, when the King is in the field 
and receives each person benignly and graciously, giving each 
Jewish child extra strength to act properly. This hastens the 
forgiveness in these days of Selichos, which is the proper 
preparation to receiving a good year and accepting the King’s 
sovereignty on Rosh Hashanah. 

As is customary at every gathering, we will conclude by 
giving each of you two coins: One to be given to tzedakah, and 
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the other to be used as you wish. Then we will have the three 
pillars of Torah (the recital of the 12 verses and sayings of our 
Sages), prayer (Minchah), and good deeds (giving tzedakah). 
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the commandments they were given by G-d, will motivate their 
neighbors to such feelings. 

Even though the respect given by the gentiles will facilitate 
the service of the Jews, the Jews must realize how their service 
comes as a response to G-d’s command. This is emphasized by 
the declaration every Jew — even the youngest child — makes as 
soon as he arises in the morning, “Modeh Ani” — “I offer thanks 
to You, living and eternal King....” He acknowledges G-d as his 
king and, therefore, structures his behavior accordingly during 
the day that follows. 

A parallel exists in regard to Rosh Hashanah, whose service 
centers around the coronation of G-d as king. The month of Elul, 
and in particular, the days of Selichos are intended to prepare for 
that service and lead to a behavior “beyond the measure of the 
law.” This in turn, arouses Divine blessings that are also 
“beyond the measure of the law.” 

To increase those blessings, it is proper to use these final 
days of Selichos to increase all sorts of Jewish behavior and in 
particular, to increase one’s gifts to tzedakah. Our Sages have 
taught that “Tzedakah brings close the redemption” and thus, 
hastens the time when “the great shofar — the shofar of 
Mashiach — will be sounded” and all Jews will come together in 
Eretz Yisrael. Amen. So may it be G-d’s will. 

[The Rebbe Shlita concluded the gathering by giving out 
dollars for all the assembled.] 
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There is also a specific lesson connected with the Torah 
reading connected with the present day, the third day of the 
week — a day which is associated with both “good to the 
heavens” and “good to the creations.” The Torah reading 
contains the verse: “He let them ride high on the peaks of the 
earth...” implying that a Jew’s life is on “the earth,” within the 
context of our material existence so that “a dwelling place for 
G-d can be made within the lower realms....” 

Nevertheless, it is “on the peaks of the earth.” In a physical 
sense, when a person is on a high peak, he can see the entire 
surroundings easier and appreciate the directives that are 
necessary to follow. Similarly, in metaphoric terms, being “on 
the peaks of the earth” allows the Jews to attain a parallel 
position in their mission. However, they must always remember 
that their mission is within the context of our material existence. 

In addition, the Jews “ride high on the peaks.” A rider is in 
control of the vehicle which is carrying him. Similarly, the Jews 
must be as kings, and their wishes, like those of a king, must be 
fulfilled immediately. 

The above implies that service of each Jew must stand “on 
the peaks of the earth.” Since he must influence the world as 
required by the mission with which G-d charged him, even 
when his directives are given in a pleasant and peaceful manner, 
they will be accepted and carried out by all his surroundings. 

In clearer terms, there are those who feel that acting Jewishly 
in the presence of gentiles will lead to disrespect. This is entirely 
wrong. It is precisely through this course of behavior that the 
gentiles will honor and respect the Jews more. When the gentiles 
see how the Jews, despite all difficulties, follow the path which 
they were commanded by G-d, they will grant greater assistance 
to the Jews in order to facilitate the completion of their mission. 

Similarly, when the gentiles see the Jews making efforts to 
teach the gentiles the Seven Noachide Laws, they will grant the 
Jews greater respect. The efforts of the Jews in such activities, 
without any thought of recompense, only because this is one of 
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the Jewish people a good and sweet year in all matters which 
they require. 

2. As mentioned, the Torah is described as “the Torah of light.” 
Thus, it can shed light and provide guidance regarding our 
behavior. Nevertheless, Torah is infinite and unbounded. 
Therefore, in order to facilitate a Jew’s finding a lesson that is 
applicable to his behavior on a particular day, the Previous 
Rebbe taught us the advice given by the Alter Rebbe, to “live 
with the times,” i.e., to draw lessons from the weekly Torah 
portion. 

This week’s portion, Haazinu, provides a fundamental lesson 
relevant to our service. Haazinu means “to listen.” This implies 
that a Jew cannot rely on his own intellect. In order to know 
what is required of him, he must look in the Shulchan Aruch and 
listen to what the Shulchan Aruch demands of him. If he does not 
understand what is written in the Shulchan Aruch, he should ask 
a Rav and listen to, i.e., apply in deed, what he says. 

[This has a particular connection to the present gathering 
since, throughout the ages, it has been customary for most of the 
questions directed to Rabbanim to come from women.] 

In addition to this general lesson, there is a particular lesson 
from the verses of this Torah portion. Among those verses is, 
“Ask your father and he will tell you, your elder and he will 
relate it to you,” teaching children to listen to their parents and 
grandparents. 

This is particularly relevant at present when the world 
complains of a generation gap separating children from their 
parents and grandparents. The Torah teaches how the life 
experience of parents and grandparents, in holding fast to their 
Judaism despite the challenges they’ve faced, gives them the 
potential to influence the younger generation. Youth should seek 
out their advice and listen to the directives they are given. In this 
way, their lives will have more light, more calm, more peace, 
and more genuine Jewish content. 
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Even though a portion of the populace follows proper paths of 
life, many follow crooked ways. 

Therefore, G-d gave the Jews the Torah, a Torah of light, to 
illuminate the world and endow the world with a settled nature, 
so that people can live at peace with each other, and help each 
other. 

In this regard, the Jews have been given a special mission to 
teach the gentiles the Seven Noachide Laws which are intended 
to spread peace and equilibrium throughout the world. 
Furthermore, a Jew is always conscious of the existence of G-d, 
who controls every aspect of the world and watches each deed 
performed by a Jewish person. Therefore, before he does 
anything to benefit from the world, he recites a blessing that can 
be heard by all those around him, even gentiles. When a gentile 
hears a Jew make a blessing this makes an impression on him as 
well; for example, it will prevent him from stealing for he will 
always remember that there is a G-d watching every aspect of 
his behavior. In this manner, our acts can add to the proliferation 
of peace and justice in the world. 

Thus, when one meditates on how the Jews must serve as an 
example to their entire environment, even gentiles, it is self-
understood that being a Tzaddik, fulfilling one’s requirements 
according to law, is not sufficient and one must become a 
Chassid, one who goes beyond the measure of the law. Every 
mother or teacher knows that in order to influence others in a 
particular direction, one must exemplify those qualities in a 
complete way oneself, not only fulfilling the requirements, but 
going beyond the measure of the law. 

This is the lesson we can take from the birthday of the 
founders of Chassidus and in doing so, make a proper account 
of our deeds in the previous year and make good resolutions for 
the year to come. When these resolutions are made with 
happiness, they have an effect on one’s entire environment and 
motivate G-d to go “beyond the measure of the law” and grant 
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that is visible to the human eye. Though it is a mitzvah of G-d, 
the actual kindling is performed by a Jewish woman or girl. This 
is implied by the blessing recited before kindling the candles 
which emphasizes how G-d has “sanctified us with His 
commandments” and given us the potential to fulfill His 
commandments. 

This year, there is a unique aspect connected with the 
kindling of the candles on Rosh Hashanah, when: 

a) the blessing, Shehecheyanu, is recited; 
b) the Shabbos coincides with Rosh Hashanah and thus, the 

same blessing includes both days. 
Through lighting these candles on Rosh Hashanah, we usher 

in the new year with light and thus, ensure that the entire year 
will be a year of light for just as the Shabbos candles illuminate 
the entire week to come, the candles of Rosh Hashanah 
illuminate the entire year to come. 

This is accomplished through the deed of a little girl. Her 
actions bring light to the entire community. Furthermore, this 
light is generated before the father returns home from the 
synagogue and even before he recites the first prayers of the new 
year. 

To return to the concept of preparing for the new year: In 
order to elevate oneself to a higher rung of service, it is necessary 
to make a careful accounting of one’s service in the previous 
year. Just as a person makes a reckoning of his own finances in 
order to know how to use his money in the proper way, a person 
must make an account of his spiritual progress. This enables the 
person to resolve to carry out even greater activities in the 
future, generating greater light in his own home, in his 
surrounding environment and in the world at large. 

Kindling one’s own particular light must be done with 
happiness and joy. By doing so, one draws down joy into the 
world at large, something which is very necessary at present in 
view of the world’s very tenuous situation and the difficulty 
people have had in finding a way to live happy, settled lives. 
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the world, by Divine Providence to ensure that every element of 
the world will be as desired. 

G-d is not only the Creator of the world, but controls each 
individual aspect of it. Therefore, it is understandable that if He 
chose each Jew as His servant, He has surely granted him the 
potential to carry out that service within the context of his 
everyday life. In doing so, he will become a king over his 
surroundings. Furthermore, when he decides to carry out the 
mission with which G-d has charged him, G-d assists him in 
these efforts. 

The latter statement implies two points: 
a) G-d grants the person the potential to fulfill his mission; 

but 
b) G-d only “assists” him, and thus, the entire merit, honor, 

and energy involved with fulfilling the mission belongs to the 
individual who performs it. 

Surely, as we conclude the previous year and prepare for the 
coming year, we must continue to increase our service and 
efforts in fulfilling G-d’s mission. This tendency to grow is a sign 
of life. Thus, we see that even the plant kingdom is characterized 
by growth. In animals, there is a greater manifestation of the life 
force and thus, they can move from place to place. In humans, 
life is manifest to an even greater degree and therefore, they 
have the potential to communicate and thus, step beyond 
themselves. 

Similarly, the Jews have the potential to “proceed from 
strength to strength” and increase the breadth and depth of their 
service. G-d gives each individual the potential to fulfill the good 
resolutions he has made to increase his service and do so with 
happiness that stems from one’s awareness that one is fulfilling 
G-d’s will. 

In particular, the above concept is relevant to the kindling of 
the Shabbos and festival candles by Jewish women and girls. 
When a Jewish woman, even a young girl, lights a candle on the 
eve of Rosh Hashanah or the Sabbath eve, she generates a light 
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N’SHEI UBNOS CHABAD 
26TH DAY OF ELUL, 5746 

1. As has been customary in previous years, we meet together 
in the final days of the year in preparation for the new year to 
come. This is appropriate in the month of Elul which is the 
month set aside to take account of one’s behavior in the previous 
year. In particular, this applies in the last days of the year, 
beginning Chai Elul when each day has the potential to correct 
each of the months of the previous year. 

Chai Elul marks the birthdays of the Baal Shem Tov, the 
founder of Chassidus in general, and the Alter Rebbe who 
founded the Chabad Chassidic approach. Thus, it follows that 
the process of making an account for the previous year and 
preparing for the new year should be permeated by the 
approach of Chassidus. 

Chassidus implies not only behaving as required in the 
realms of thought, speech, and action, but going beyond the 
measure of the law and acting in a pious manner. 

When G-d chose the Jews, He designated them as “a 
kingdom of priests,” i.e., servants. Thus, in a Jew’s daily 
behavior, not only on special occasions, it will be revealed how 
he is a servant of G-d. Furthermore, as a member of a 
“kingdom,” he also will reveal a certain dimension of royalty. 
Thus, in all things that are connected to the service of G-d, he 
will be like a king. Therefore, nothing will phase him for he will 
know that the potential to rule is in his hands. 

In particular, every Jew, whether man, woman, or child, is a 
priest serving G-d, and, conversely, possesses a king’s power. 
The two are interrelated. Because the Jews are involved in the 
service of G-d, G-d gives them the potential to fulfill this service 
for “the servant of a king is, himself, a king.” Thus, every Jew 
knows that from his birth, he has been chosen be the Creator of 
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