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By the Grace of G-d
28th of Adar, 5734
Brooklyn, N.Y.

Greeting and Blessing:

It is with some delay that I received the information
about your marriage. However, a blessing is always
timely, and I take this opportunity to extend to you and
to your wife my prayerful wishes for a Binyan Adei Ad.

It is surely unnecessary to emphasize to you at length
that the said expression for a lasting and happy marriage
is very meaningful. for, in comparing marriage to an
everlasting edifice, as it is called in the blessing under
the Chuppa, the young couple are reminded that the
important thing in marriage is the foundation. And
insofar as the foundation is concerned, the important
thing is not how it appears to the outsider, but that it
should be of the most durable material, the kind of
material that has been tested and found reliable to
withstand all possible erosions, etc.

I am therefore, confident that both you and your wife
have firmly resolved to establish your married life and
family on the foundations of the eternal Torah and
Mitzvoth, especially as they are illuminated by the light,
joy and vitality of Chasidus.

With the blessing of Mazel Tov, Mazel Tov,

M. Schneerson

A LETTER FROM THE REBBE
CONCERNING MARRIAGE

A
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And this very fact, that the Jews are in exile, [is sufficient to
bring them to a state where] they feel “crushed.” And through
this crushed state, they reach “the light.” :

To explain: The very fact that a Jew is in exile, (even when
he is blessed with material and spiritual prosperity) makes him
feel broken [and crushed]. For the true desire of every Jew is that
there be a revelation of G-dliness. Indeed, this [desire for] the
revelation of G-dliness affects the very essence of his being.

Therefore, the fact that in the time of exile, G-dliness is not
revealed to the same extent as in the time of the Beis HaMikdash
jolts every fiber of his being, er iz ingantzen tzutreiselt; he is
crushed. {This is particularly true when one considers our Sages’
statement,2 “Whoever did not [merit to have] the Beis HaMik-
dash built in his time should consider it as if it was destroyed in
his time.”}

Even when an individual is on such a lofty spiritual plane
that G-dliness is revealed for him in a manner which resembles
the revelation during the times of the Beis HaMikdash,* the fact
this revelation is not expressed throughout the world at large is a
clear indication that even the revelation granted him is limited in
nature. For when the infinite dimension of the Or Ein Sof is
revealed, that revelation [will permeate] every place. As long as
there is one place (even a far-removed corner) where G-dliness is

52. See the Jerusalem Talmud, Yoma 1:1 (4b), Midrash Tehillim on Tehillim 137:7.

53. To cite a renowned [example]: “For... Rabbi Shimon bar Yochai, it was [as if] the
Beis HaMikdash was not destroyed at all (Pelach HaRimon, Shmos, p. 7, in the name
of the Alter Rebbe).

EXTRACT FROM THE LAST EDITED
DISCOURSE OF THE REBBE,
PURIM KATAN 5752 (1992) REGARDING
YEARNING FOR THE REDEMPTION




not revealed, the revelation is limited ([and that limitation
affects] even the place where the light shines).

{This is implied by the statement in the Alter Rebbe’s
maamar* that the Tikkunei [Zohar]* relates that if even one
tzaddik in a generation would turn [to G-d] in perfect teshuvah,
Mashiach would come. For perfect teshuvah draws down the
revelation of the infinite dimensions of the Or Ein Sof, and [when
this light is revealed], the revelation will permeate the totality of
existence.}

And when [a Jew — and these feelings are inherent to all
Jews —] does not perceive the revelation of the essence of the Or
Ein Sof, he is broken and crushed. {This relates to the concept
that 1%, [the Hebrew word for “sick,”] is numerically equiva-
lent to 49. [There are 50 “gates of understanding.”* Even] when
a person attains 49 of these gates and is lacking merely the fifti-
eth, [he is not content with his achievements. Rather,] he is
“sick” [with yearning for the revelation of G-dliness].>’}

[In a similar vein, it is worthy to mention] the renowned
statement of the Tzemach Tzedek:3®

We would hear from our teacher and master o.b.m. (i.e.,
the Alter Rebbe): “I do not want anything. I do not want
Your Gan Eden. 1 do not want Your World to Come. 1
want nothing else but You Yourself.”

54. Maamarei Admur HaZakein HaKetzarim p. 403.

55. The Alter Rebbe's maamar cited in the previous note [mentions this as the source].
[The exact source in the Tikkunei Zohar is, however, a matter of question.] See the
conclusion of Parshas Noach in the Zohar Chadash (23d): “If the head of the com-
munity or one member of the community will turn in teshuvah, the entire diaspora
will be gathered in.”

56. R. Chaim Vital, Ta'amei HaMitzvos, Parshas Vayeira.

57. Ta'amei HaMitzvos of the AriZal, Parshas. Vaycira; Likkutei Torah, Berachah 97b; the
series of discourses entitled VeKachah 5637, ch. 63 (p. 99).

58. Quoted in the maamar, Shoresh Mitzvas HaTefillah of the Tzemach Tzedek, ch. 40
(p. 138a).
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By the Grace of G-d
In the Days of Selichoth
5722. Brooklyn, N.Y.

Mr. Dov Lent
85 Windemere St.
Gateshead 8

Greeting and Blessing:

With the approach of Rosh Hashanah,
the begining of the New Year, may it bring
blessingsto us all, I send you and all
yours my prayerful wishes for a good and
happy year, materially and spiritually.

With the traditional blessing
of

310 Jpsang BAYD

N
Cordially'y, %ﬂffl‘@\

Letter received,
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Iy the jrece of -&
Erev Pesach, 5722
Ifonklyn, W,v,

Mr. Dov Lent
7 Tevkeebury Driva
Prestwich
Mancheeter,

Grecting and Slessins:

Your letter reached me with some deley. Ae requestsd, I wiil
remember the person in preyer in a2ccordance #with the contents
of your letter.

I would be remies in my duty LI I were not to point out that
the way for e Jaw to receive G-a'e blesesings 1s to live the
deily 1life in =ccordance with the Torah and ¥itzvoth. There-
fore those@oncerned to help enother person must find vevs and
mesns to arlp thet person improve the observasnce of the Torah
and "1tzvoth. A friendly anproach, and one that le suiteble
and likely to call forth the bert responge, i1¢ bound to heve
100d resulte, and words coning from the heart entzr the heart.
Needlese to sey, the most effactive way to influsnce s%tiaer
peonle 1s by sholwing & %00d 2xemple perusonally.

We are at preeent in a Very augpicious time, in the month of
Mlssan, &nd on thc seve of Pesach. 1t reminds us forcefully
of the wonderful liveration of our anceegtore Irom Egystian
bondage, not only phyeically but aleo gpirituelly. “=ut thie
liveration could not neve come wiltbkout a resl =2ffort sn the
sart of the Jjews themselves., ‘e are :ald to remember +the
Literation from Igypt cvery day, in order to apoly the lescon
of Pesach in our dally lives. in tnis wey dccs the Jew
achlove true liberetion from all anxieftiies ana protlams,
u-terlally and svirituelly, which <o hsnd in nand tosether.

Wishinz ycu and yours =
Xoener and henpy Pesach

Wiitll zlesein

R

’
’ 8l
/

=y s, ea
e i, A
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B.H. 28th of Tammuz, 5722
Brooklyn, N.Y,

Mr, Dov Lent y

¢/o Gateshead ‘eshiva
38 Windermere Street

Gateshead 8, Durham.

sholom uBrocho:

I received your letter of July 25, and the
previous one. As requested, I will remember
all those mentioned in your letter, in pravyer,
when visiting the noly resting place of my
father-in-law of saintly memory.

I send you my prayerful wishes to have

Hatzlocho in your Torah learning with devotion
and diligence, and I trust that you have regular
shiurim in Chassidus.

At this time in the period of the Three Weeks,
you surely know that the purpose of the
remembrance is a practical one, ;to correct

the mistakes of the past which the Destruc-
tion and Exile and hasten the ﬁedemption of
our people through Teshuvah and increased
devotion to the Torah and Mitzvoth.

Hoping to hear good news from you,
#ith blessing,
BY o aaa Sl e

The enclosed excerpt will surely be of interest
to you and your friends,

-12-




bMr, Dov Lent

The locaticn of the Tefillin on the head is, of course,
explicitly given in the Shulchan Aruch, If you have noticed
that a certain person seems to have placed the Tefillin low-
er than the original hairline, it is und-oubtedly because the
hair of that person had receded, and from a distance it would
have been difficult for you to determire actually where the
original hairline was, On the other hand, it is also possible
that at that particular time the Shel-Rosh had slipped un-
knowingly to the person, although he usually frequently checks
the position with his hand as required by the Din,

N
RABBI MENACHEM M. SCHNEERSON
v i ubavivel .

770 SASTIRN PARKWAY
BROOKLYN, N.Y, 11213

postage,Sc, "
1] 2
o =
mt Dov Lent .
¢/o Lubavitch Foundation 4 ) ‘
109 Stamford Hill ) ‘
London, N,16 ~ |

»,
ENGLAND ‘,///
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RABBI MENACHEM M SCHNEERSON . 1NRTURIW 27100 wman
Lubavitch TOUININY
770 Eastern Parkway -
Brooklyn 13, N. Y

TTPINE 1WULNR TT0
HYactrth 3-8250 RIS IR L1y -]

By the Grace of G-d
27th of MNissaa, ©724 .
Brooklyn, N. Y. ‘

tir. Dov Lent
3, Tewkesbury Drive

| Prestwich, iwanchester
Lancs,., England

Greeting and Blessing:

I received your letter writter on Erev Pessach, and,
as requested, I will remember you in prayer, when visiting
the holy resting place of my father-in-law of saintly memory.
May G=d, whose benevolent Providence extends to everyone in-
dividually, lead you in the way that is truly good for you
‘ in every respect.

i As we are now in the midst of ihe days of sfira, you
surely know that the inner aspect of counting the days of the
Omer is to express our longing and desire for Mattan Torah,
which ¢comes immediately at the end cf Sfira, It is necessary
that this feeling should not remain confined to the heart,
but should be expressed in a growing devotion and diligence
in the study of the Torah and the fulfillment of the Mitzvoth,

I hope that this will be your daily experience, and that
you will also use your good influence on your friends in this

direction, in fulfillment of “‘he teaching of cur Sages that
Ahavas Yisroel is the great principle of the Torah.

With blessirg

By Y/ _..":iia"..cée

~

-14-
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By the {race of G-d
23rd of Tammuz, =727
Brook}yn, N, Y.

Mr, Dov Lent

3, Tewkeshury Dr,

Prestwich

Manchester, 17ncs,

England ‘

Greeting and Blessing:

{ was pleased toc receive regards from you
through Rabbi Yitzchok Dubov, who also krought me
your letter,

As reqguestad, I will remember veou in prayer when
visiting the holy resting place of my father-in-law
of saintly memory, for the fulfillment of your heart's
desires for good in all the matters abcut which you
wrifte. May 8-d grant that you should have good news
to renort,

“thile we are at this time
in the pericd of *he Three Yeeks, it has always been
the Jewish fervent hope, in accordance with prophetic
promise, that these days will be turned into days of
nladness and joy. Hence they already carry the seeds
of au=picirus promise,

iveedless to say, thoway tc hasten the tulfillment
of the said promise is tc do everythina possible to re-
move the causes which brought about the period of the
Three ‘leeks, namely "because of our sins we have beer ex-
iled from our land." Consequently the effort on the part
of every Jew o spread the Torah and Mitzvoth helps to
clear the way, and te hasten, the end of the Golus and
the beoinning cf the true Geulo. This is varticularly
important in the case of one whose field is Jewish edu-
caticn, as in your case, in accordarce ith your writing,

“ith blessingo? Ha iﬁvlh

&@—H'&&
Ly//Jt.a- / ot
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with blessing.. for a year of success in
material and spiritual matters and especially
with his book concerning the Mitteler Rebbe
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Although this is not my field, your articles on this
subject make a great impression. Surely when you print
them, the impression will be even greater. May G-d help
you to fulfil the teaching of our sages, that “in every
mundane thing G-d should be realized”—as, {or exam-
ple, how the soul’s control over the body can be recog-

nized even in one’s handwriting.

A LETTER FROM THE REBBE TO THE
KALLAH'S MOTHER WITH A COMMENT
ON AN ARTICLE SHE WROTE ABOUT
GRAPHOLOGY
-17 -
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A Maamar (Chassidic Discourse) by Rabbi Dov Ber, the Mitteler
Rebbe (Second Lubavitcher Rebbe, 1773-1827). Much of this
discourse is extant in the actual handwriting of the Mitteler Rebbe.
The printed text runs to 75 pages. Here a few points from the
discourse are freely paraphrased and presented.

The discourse is headed, in the Mitteler Rebbe’s handwriting
‘15 Menachem Av 5586 (1826) (Wedding of my daughter Sarah
and of my grand-daughter)’’.

One of the blessings said at a wedding reads ‘‘Grant abundant
joy to these loving friends, as You bestowed gladness on Your
created beings (Adam and Eve) in the Garden of Eden long ago..”.

It is known that the Holy One is called ‘Chatan’ (Groom), and
the Jewish people are called ‘Kallah’ (Bride), as is understood from
the Song of Songs. The theme of Chatan and Kallah can be
understood as the Giver and the Receiver, whose love is very great.
The Receiver always longs for the Giver, as G-d told Eve ““and your
desire will be for your husband” (Gen.3:7), and similarly the Giver
longs for the Receiver as the Torah states at the creation of Adam
and Eve “‘therefore a man leaves his father and mother and cleaves
to his wife”’ (Gen.2:24).

This is paralleled above: G-d is called the husband and the
Jewish people the wife, and the longing of the Jewish people for G-d
is continuous and with a deep and inner bonding, as expressed in the
words ‘““my soul thirsts for You’’ (Ps.63:2). This is the reason for the
Hebrew name Kallah for the bride, which comes from the verb ‘to
yearn’.

Similarly the love of G-d for the Jewish people is perpetual, as
G-d says “‘I love you with an eternal love’” (Jer.31:2).

The Holy One and the Shechinah

A further way of understanding this love, on a yet higher
spiritual level, is in the union of the Holy One and the Shechinah, the
Divine Presence. The term Shechinah means the revelation of the

-19 -




Divine radiance which dwells within all the worlds, giving them life
and existence continually, like the soul giving life to the body. One
can also describe this radiance in terms of the Divine words which
create and maintain the universe.

Another term for this ‘feminine’ life-giving Divine radiance, the
Shechinah, is ‘‘the Light which Fills the Worlds”’. The ‘masculine’
counterpart of this is “‘the Light Beyond the Worlds”’. Since the
kabbalists depict existence as concentric circles of spiritual
dimensions, with the physical universe at the centre, this light is
described as ‘surrounding’ the Divine flow which enters and gives
life to the worlds.

In itself, the Divine radiance is so far exalted beyond existence
that the only way it can impart a flow of energy into the worlds is by
means of a relatively external aspect. The discourse gives a number -
of images (meshalim) to express the external and secondary quality
of this flow compared with the essence of the Divine light.

Communicating an Idea

One image is of the words which express a subtle idea,
compared with the idea as it is in the mind of the thinker. The words
define the idea so that another person can understand it - yet the
words also limit the idea. In the mind of the thinker it is far more
complex and subtle.

An extension of this image depicts the situation of a teacher and
a student. The teacher wants to impart his grand idea to the student,
but can only express a very limited aspect of it. This is understood
by the student, but those aspects of the idea which cannot be fully
understood and grasped remain ‘surrounding’ the student’s
understanding. The student is aware of the presence of these further
subtleties, but has not internalised them and has not grasped them.

However, the words which the teacher employs to express his
teaching are in themselves not separate from the depths and subtleties
of the idea as it is in the teacher’s mind. As he speaks to the student,
although his words are simple and limited, they are continuously
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being fed by the depths of his idea as it exists within the teacher’s
own understanding.

The Divine and the Universe

[ch.3] Now let us try to understand this image in terms of the
Divine and the universe. The flow which actually enters the mind of
the student and which can be understood is the light which fills the
words and directly gives them existence. This is the Shechinah, the
indwelling “feminine’ radiance. The encompassing light is that which
cannot be properly understood.

However, these two levels of radiance are not separate from each
other. Just as the inexpressible thoughts in the teacher’s mind are
continually informing his speech which the student does actually
understand, so too the encompassing level of radiance flows into the
light which fills the worlds. There is thus a flow from the
‘masculine’ aspect of the Divine, beyond existence, into the
‘feminine’ aspect which directly creates and maintains existence.

This supernal process, taking place in exalted spiritual realms,

relates to the nature of the human Chatan and Kallah, the groom and
the bride.

Chatan and Kalla

[ch.5] This is the meaning of the words “‘Grant abundant joy to
these loving friends”’. For the Giver and Receiver, the two forms of
radiance, encompassing and indwelling, are called loving friends.
They are like two loving friends who never separate, and like the
physical Chatan and Kallah, male and female, who are called loving
friends because their love for each other is wondrous. Thus the
Chatan leaves his parents and cleaves to his wife, and so too the
Kallah leaves her father’s home and goes with her husband. As the
Zohar tells us, that the longing of the male is for the female, for
without her he has no wholeness, and similarly the longing of the
female is for the male, for she has no wholeness without him.
Through their unity together they become the fullness of what a
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person should be.

This is despite the fact that they are two opposites: that one
gives (chesed) and the other receives (gevurah). For each desires to
unite with their opposite, and through this unity of opposites they
give birth to a new being, the child which comes from their unity
together. As is known, there is a general rule: whenever two
opposites which can come close to each other actually unite, they
bring into being something new.

The Power of Joy

[chs.20, 16] How is this unity of opposites achieved? Through
Simcha, joy. For ‘joy breaks through barriers’. When a person is in a
state of joy, he can do the opposite of his ordinary nature.

Like a great and exalted king, who is usually hidden from the
populace, when he truly rejoices as in the joy of his wedding, or at
hearing good news about a great victory, his joy prompts to act quite
differently to usual. Instead of being hidden deep within his strongly
guarded palace, he goes out and sits at the entrance, clearly visible -
and smiling at everyone, with great humility, speaking to everyone,
giving honour even to the lowest person who normally could never
reach him, and if his joy becomes even greater the king will be seen
even in the streets of the city and he will command that people
should make fun before him, with all kinds of mirth and gaiety and
singing.

It is this joy from the Essence of the Divine which brings about
the unity of opposites, of the Giver and the Receiver, the Chatan and
the Kallah, the two loving friends. And hence it is a Mitzvah to make
the Chatan and the Kallah rejoice, by dancing at the wedding.

This is of course only a brief selection of a few points from the discourse. It also discusses
the text of the daily prayers and the importance of joy in carrying out the Commandments.
The Mitteler Rebbe also tells a story about a simple couple who rejoiced very much
because they thought G-d was eating the Challos they put every week in the Holy Ark
(actually they were taken by the beadle of the synagogue), and explains the nature of the
coming of Moshiach in terms of these themes of joy and unity.
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