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My wife and I want to thank Hashem for this special moment in our lives, the marriage of our

youngest child.

The Rebbe has been an instrumental part of our lives and especially how we have tried to bring up

our family.

Coming from Gimmel Tammuz, a time of reflection, we have decided to share a few sichos and

responses translated into English that we feel have been a major part of our lives.

Especially in these very trying times, when everyone is searching for guidance, we must turn to the
Rebbe’s sichos. As we study the Rebbe’s Sichos, we appreciate his vision and how correct he was in
dealing with life’s challenges. His constant Torah approach to life gives us hope and strengthens our

faith in Hashem.

To receive Hashem’s blessings, which we currently need so much, we must conduct ourselves as
“Mentchen,” Jew and non-Jew alike. This is stated in the sicha of yud alef Nissan 5742 that we
included in this booklet. When we hurt others and act in a non-mentchlichen fashion, the negative

forces are strengthened, Heaven forfend.

The Rebbe’s positive approach that Hashem always sends the remedy before the calamity ( D*Tim
ndN% NX19) provides us hope and encouragement that a cure will soon be found and what we should
do to counter all the troubles and unrest that have descended upon the world. The Rebbe explained
this later in that same farbrengen. He was guiding us throughout his entire life, and we just need to

open our €yes and ears.

The other sichos regarding Crown Heights and the Rebbe’s address to the wounded Israeli soldiers
who visited him are just a few examples of the Rebbe’s love for another Jew and were a major part of

my life.

My letter regarding Gimmel Tammuz for last year was prompted unfortunately by some very

negative opinions that I read online, that as a chossid, I tried to deal with the only way I could.
May we merit to see the Rebbe very soon, as he spoke about seeing the previous Rebbe.

Pesach and Elisheva Laufer
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Moving Out of a Jewish Neighborhood

An excerpt from an address of the Lubavitcher Rebbe on the last day of Pesach 5729 (1969) in connection to

the mass migration from Crown Heig/,n‘s*

In recent times, a “plague” has been spreading among our brethren. Jews have been moving out of
the Jewish communities and selling their houses, and even shuls and batei midrashos, to gentiles. This

has weakened and even completely destroyed the livelihood of many Jews in the community.

This matter ought to be dealt with by askanim (community activists) and rabbanim—and it is not
my custom to render halachic decisions in these areas. However, rumors have unfortunately spread that
I agree, G-d forbid, with these actions. The list would be endless if I were to deny every baseless
rumor. Nevertheless, since this matter is pertinent to tens of thousands of Jews, I must clearly express
my opinion, and point out relevant halachic rulings in the Shulchan Aruch, in ascending order of

severity:

The Law regarding Selling or Renting in a Jewish Neighborhood

A Jewish real estate owner (in a Jewish neighborbood) who sells or rents his property to a gentile is
subject to excommunication unless he assumes responsibility for any loss incurred by his Jewish
neighbors or unless the gentile purchaser or tenant agrees that all disputes arising from his use of the

property be adjudicated in accordance with Jewish law."

Shulchan Aruch? continues to state that these restrictions are relaxed in instances where no Jewish

purchaser or tenant is willing to offer an equivalent sum.

" This sichah was edited by the Rebbe and published in the HaPardes journal (vol. 43:7 — Iyar 5729) and in Likutei Sichos (vol. 6 pp. 350~

350. Additional comments that weren't included in the edited version can be found in Toras Menachem (vol. 56 pp. 141-146).
' Shulchan Aruch, Choshen Mishpat, 175:40 (sourced in Talmud, Bava Kamma, 114a).

21bid., 175:41 (opinion of the Rosh).
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However: (a) The commentators® qualify that this only applies when the gentile is offering the fair
market value; if, however, he offers significantly higher than the fair market value, the owner must sell

it to a Jew for the market value and he is forbidden to engage in profiteering.

(b) The Shulchan Aruch also stipulates that “if it is evident that the gentile intends to destroy the
Jewish character of the neighborhood (e.g., there are available properties elsewhere and he specifically
chooses to buy in the Jewish neighborhood), the matter is left to the discretion of beis din.” Aruch

Hashulchan’ clarifies: “We do not allow him to do so.”

% %k %

The above laws apply to selling or renting to gentiles in general, the prohibition being due to the
mere concern that the Jewish neighbor can argue, “You caused a lion to crouch on my border.”
However, if the tenant will definitely bring financial harm to the neighbors, it is forbidden to rent to

him even if he is Jewish, as evidenced in the following law:

If an objection is raised by any one of the residents, householders sharing a common courtyard may not
rent a dwelling to a physician, blood-letter... or teacher of secular subjects. This applies even if he can’t

find any other tenant.®

Thus, if there will be definite harm to the Jewish neighbors, it is forbidden to sell his house to a
gentile (even if the gentile has no express intent to ruin the Jewish character of the neighborhood), and

even if he is unable to find a Jew willing to pay the market value. (Furthermore, since the damage is

3 Sefer Meiras Einayim and Nesivos loc. cit. (This applies even if the gentile’s intent is not to destroy the Jewish character of

the neighborhood.)
* Sefer Meiras Einayim, ibid.
5 Choshen Mishpat 175:45.

¢ Summary of Tur and Shulchan Aruch, Choshen Mishpat 156:1 (based on Bava Basra 21a and Tosafos loc. cit.) [These rentals

would increase traffic in the courtyard, and objections to such a rental are legitimate. ]
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Moving Out of a Jewish Neighborhood

caused at the time of the sale, it is more severe than renting to a blood-letter, for it is considered a

direct damage, like “his arrows.””)

Although the above prohibition relates to rentals to members of these professions and not to a

sale’—

(a) Only a sale to Jewish members of these professions is permitted, for they are bound by beis din,
but not to a gentile engaged in these professions.” (b) In the situation at hand, there is no difference
between a rental and a sale. The logic to permit a sale is that the harm is not definite,' which is only
applicable if the potential harm is due to the profession of the purchaser. In the case at hand, however,

the sale will definitely cause harm."

An alternative explanation is that by a sale, the property leaves his ownership, thus the harm is not
attributed to him.'> However, this only applies in cases that the harm is caused after the property has
left his possession. In the case at hand, however, the harm is caused by the sale itself, and even prior to
the sale. The mere rumors that a gentile intends to buy the house are sufficient to lower prices of the

neighboring houses, and introduce fear to the residents of the neighborhood.

[There is much to discuss regarding the exact parameters of direct vs. indirect damages in halacha,

however, this is not the place for it. Besides, this discussion would only emphasize the severity of

7 See Shulchan Aruch, Choshen Mishpat, sec. 155.
8 Rema, Choshen Mishpat 156:1 (based on view of the Mordechai).

? Rema (and Mordechai), ibid. [A non-Jew engaged in one of these professions is not bound by beis din and they won’t be

able to curtail activity that is counter to the interests of other residents.]

10 Sefer Meiras Einayim explains that a purchaser may subsequently lease it to another individual who does not practice these

professions. A renter, however, is assumed to be renting the property for his personal use.
[Ie., depress property values or result in the lowering of existing housing standards.]

12 Bach.
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moving away from the neighborhood. It should also be noted that the Talmudic discussion in Tractate

Eiruvin® is not relevant to the case at hand.]

* k%

All the above applies even when selling the property to a gentile harms a single Jew; all the more so
in the case at hand, where it brings harm to the Jews of the entire neighborhood. (By extension, it also
affects the Jews in other neighborhoods of the city, and even Jews in other countries, as will be

explained below.)
Additional severity of this case is demonstrated by the following law:

A feudal lord threatened the Jewish community under his jurisdiction with expulsion unless the Jews
living in scattered villages throughout the countryside would move to an area within his domain. The
Jews in the scattered villages are indeed obligated to alleviate the public danger by moving under that
feudal lord's domain. Afterwards they can claim financial compensation if they incurred any losses due

to the move.*

They are obligated to move even though by doing so they are placing themselves under the
jurisdiction of this evil feudal lord who threatened the Jewish community with expulsion for no fault of

their own!

In our case, perhaps Jews who already moved out would be obligated to return to their former
homes in order to prevent deterioration of the neighborhood, if they can’t find anyone else to do so. It
is certainly forbidden for the Jews still living in the neighborhood to move away and worsen the

situation even further.

% %k %

13 Beginning of chapter Hadar, and in Shulchan Aruch, Orach Chaim ibid.; Tractate Avoda Zara 21a, and Shulchan Aruch,
Yoreh Deiah ibid.

" Rema, Choshen Mishpat 155:22 (quoting Mordechai, Kidushin §561-562).
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Moving Out of a Jewish Neighborhood

An additional issue is that moving away leads to the sale (or closing) of many shuls. Regarding the

prohibition against selling a shul, there are three parameters:

(1) Due to the sanctity of the shul that is being sold (not applicable to closing it).

(2) Decreasing the amount of shuls in the neighborhood. [For this reason, it is forbidden to sell (or
destroy or close) a shul, even when there is another shul existent, unless they first build another
shul in place of the old one.”]

(3) The congregants of the shul won’t have a place to daven. [For this reason, it is forbidden to
destroy a shul with the purpose of building a new one, even if there is no concern that they
won’t end up building the new one. This is because the congregants need a shul to daven in

during the time it takes to build the new one.™]
In the situation at hand:

(a) Regarding the sanctity of the shuls — we must say that even under the conditions in America, it
would be permissible to sell a shul if they stipulated as such at the time it was built. [Even a
shul in a big city, which has a more strict degree of sanctity,'” may be made conditional upon on
the intentions of an individual, and then that individual may do with it as he wishes (with the
agreement of the community).’®] There is precedent from great rabbonim who acted as such,
and there is lengthy discussion on this subject in the responsa of the acharonim. What requires
further analysis is if an individual built (or bought) a shul with money that he collected from
many people. Often, some of the donors specify that this is only for the shul in which his father
davened etc., and the individual explicitly accepts this condition and publicly blesses him for it.

Also, the Shulchan Aruch writes that the individual needs “the agreement of the community.”

5 Magen Avraham beginning of sec. 152 (but see Biur Halacha, loc. cit.) and 153:16.
16 Like the second reason cited in Bava Basra 3b and in Shulchan Aruch, ibid.

17 Shuls in big cities are built also for those that come to visit the city, as opposed to in a small village where the shul is built

solely for the residents of the village.

8 Shulchan Aruch, Orach Chaim 153:7
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(b) The decrease in the amount of shuls can be mitigated by building another shul in the new
neighborhood.

(c) The third issue, however, is still applicable. Although plenty of shuls remain open, still, often:
(1) The other shuls are further from the residences of some of the congregants;' (2) The nusach
may be different than what they were used to, and Chazal say that one should not deviate from

the local custom.?

% %k %

The same applies in connection with the educational institutes that are decreased by the migration,
which forces many parents to send their children to further locations, incurring additional expenses and

effort, which cause some of them to stop sending their children to proper Jewish schools.

% %k %

There is an additional point, besides for the financial harm, spreading of fear, and closing of shuls:

The very fact that homes and neighborhoods are transitioning to gentiles strengthens the goal of
the latter in chasing the Jews away, G-d forbid. Every single house that is sold to them furthers this

objective.

Furthermore, once they are successful in one neighborhood, this provides the opportunity for them
to continue with adjacent neighborhoods. Additionally, the news regarding one city spreads
immediately to other locations and encourages similar activities elsewhere as we have clearly seen.
Thus, besides for the harm that is caused to the entire individual community, the damage spreads to

other communities as well, G-d forbid.

Now, halacha rules that the request of the feudal lord must be fulfilled in order to avers communal

harm, even though the feudal lord retains the authority regardless to expel the Jews under his

19 See Magen Avraham 153:40 that a person can argue that he doesn’t want to go to a further shul.

% See Magen Avraham beginning of sec. 68, and the responsa of the acharonim.
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Moving Out of a Jewish Neighborhood

jurisdiction. In the case at hand, the Jews in other communities are certainly obligated to use whatever
means they have to prevent the strengthening of the movement to chase away Jewish residents, and are

most certainly forbidden to directly sell Jewish property in this context.

* k%

Another halacha with a similar message, though not entirely comparable:

Gentiles that have laid siege on Jewish cities; if they have come for financial matters, the Shabbos is not
violated for them. If they have come to take lives, and even if they have an unannounced purpose, we

go out and greet them with weapons and we desecrate the Shabbos.”!

In the present age when we dwell amongst nations that plunder and murder, even if they come only for
financial matters, we desecrate Shabbos. If the Jew tries to prevent them from plundering bhis
possessions, they will kill him, and it is presumed that a person doesn’t hold himself back when it comes
to his money, thus there is concern that maybe even one Jew will stand up against them and get killed,

and this is a matter of life and death.”

The discussion of whether it is a life-threating situation is only relevant to the laws of Shabbos. On
a weekday, it is clear that we must “go out with arms” even if they merely come for monetary matters

and there is no concern at all that it will lead to any life threats, G-d forbid.

In the discussion at hand, it can be derived that all possible legal means must be utilized to prevent
the displacement of Jews from the neighborhoods in which they have lived for a period of time,
especially as the mass exodus involves much waste of money and destruction of livelihood, G-d forbid,

and more.

Furthermore, the mass migration brings in reckless individuals who plunder the Jewish properties,

and sometimes leads to loss of life (as is known that there were cases of murders, G-d forbid, and

2t Shulchan Aruch, Orach Chaim, 329:1. Shulchan Aruch of Alter Rebbe, 329:6.

22 Shulchan Aruch of Alter Rebbe, 329:7.
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beatings). The only way to prevent this is by strengthening the Jewish neighborhoods as experience has

shown.

* k%

In addition to all of the above, the moving from one neighborhood to another also affects the
spiritual standing of those Jews who are moving, and to an even greater extent, their children.
Throughout the time that they lived in the neighborhood, they belonged to a group that met for Torah
study, whether it was mishnayos or gemara, and was active in his shul. This was in addition to his role
in charitable organizations and so forth. In other words, in his original neighborhood, he built up a
spiritual “estate” over the years, and his children were also influenced to follow in his path. On the
other hand, in his new community, various aspects of his spiritual “activeness” will be lacking, at least
until he becomes accustomed to the new neighborhood. Absorption into the new community takes

time and is not always easy and smooth.

* %k %

The argument is put forth that the current situation in the neighborhoods under discussion is

dangerous, and thus the above-mentioned prohibitions are not applicable.
However:

1) It is clear that every additional house that is sold weakens the Jewish community and
strengthens the danger. In other words, the seller takes part in creating the danger, and

especially if his action will influence others to follow suit.

2) Many of the Jews in the community won’t be able to move out (especially “the poor, orphans
and widows amongst you”), and only some have the option of moving out. Thus, the harm to
the public (many individuals, as well as shuls and atei midrashos) that is caused by the sale is

certain, while the “gain” of the minority is highly questionable, because—

3) Moving to another neighborhood doesn’t necessarily remove them from the anticipated danger.
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It is known regarding a number of people who moved from a community where nothing
negative ever occurred to them (only that they scared themselves and others), and specifically in
their new neighborhood they were targeted and plundered, G-d forbid. [There are additional

cases similar to this that are kept quiet and not spoken about.]*
An important point, and as has been demonstrated:

Appropriate effort in avoiding mass exodus from these communities has the power—within a
short time—to curb any potential for violence. We have seen clearly by a number of
neighborhoods where the Jewish community held on steadfastly not to move away, enlisting
help from the government in instituting additional security patrols and so forth, and now they
are living securely in their original neighborhood. More so, the community continues to grow,
with more homes, shuls, batei midrashos and so on.

* %k %

What follows from all the above:

1

2)

3)

The choice to move out of the communities is not a question that is pertinent only the
individual (only the perceived benefit is for the individual), rather the harm that it causes is

pertinent to the entire community, and by extension also to other communities.

Besides for the prohibitions involved, it doesn’t make sense to move out, rather to build up and
further secure the community. This is the solution that have been proven to be successful

(unlike the moving out).

An additional point—for those that have faith in Tzadikim and Jewish leaders (and all Jews are

“believers the son of believers”):

% On the positive side, our sages teach “The very matter regarding which the righteous one was careful, his offspring

stumble?!” (Bava Kama 50a). Thus it can be inferred—and also based on the rule that a prosecutor cannot become a

defense—how is possible that one can gain specifically through an action that harms the public?
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The further establishment of these communities brings much reward along with it, for through
the efforts in this direction, the blessings of Hashem will rest in them more than in other

places.

It is known the practical directive of the Alter Rebbe and of his son the Mittler Rebbe that “it
is not proper in my eyes that some members of your community considered uprooting their
dwelling (because “the hand of Hashem touched them by causing a fire etc.”), for in my

opinion, it is specifically there that Hashem will command His blessing.”**

The Tzemach Tzedek similarly directed: “One should assist one another to build their houses
in their place.”” He also quotes from the Alter Rebbe who heard from the “heavenly saints” an
explanation why one becomes wealthy following a fire: The order of the Divine emotions is
chessed (kindness), din (severity), and rachamim (compassion), “thus, after the Divine judgement
with the fire, the Divine compassion is aroused, and it is greater than the original kindness, as
is known that it is the attribute of Yaakov, an inheritance without boundaries, which jumps

from one end to the other.”

If after taking all the above into account (and sharp expressions that would be appropriate for the

severity of the matter were intentionally left out), someone still thinks contrary to the above

conclusions—

I hope (based on the presumption of innocence that all Jews possess) that before acting upon

selling his home, causing others to do so, or deciding that he doesn’t have a responsibility to fix the

wrongdoing (if he already did it, G-d forbid)—

2 Mei’ah Shearim 14b.

25 Mei’ah Shearim 18b.
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He should picture in his mind that his own family “is in his friend’s situation™—i.e., the plight of
the tens of thousands who presently live in these communities—and it becomes known to him that his

neighbor plans to sell his home to a gentile. Judge objectively: Is this sale desirable or hated in his eyes?

After performing the above calculation, one should follow the directive of our Torah: “What is
hated by you, do not do to your fellow.” Especially as this is not an ordinary directive, rather “a great
general rule of the Torah,” and even more so, “this is the entire Torah and the rest is commentary. It is
also stated, “you should do what is just and good in the eyes of Hashem, in order that He act good

towards you... to chase away all your enemies from before you as Hashem has spoken.

(Sichah of Acharon shel Pesach 5729)
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Excerpt of a letter addressed to Rabbi Shmuel Tuvia Stern, dated 3 Iyar 5729

For understandable reasons, the transcript of the sichah did not include expressions that
appropriately convey the strange, distressing and shocking conduct of those selling homes in these
communities in order to move to other communities. I strongly hope that the rabbanim in America,
morei horaah, who are responsible to act upon any breach in the conduct of the Jewish people, and
especially regarding this important matter, will come out with an outcry appropriate for the severity of
the issue. It should be with publicity, without being afraid of anyone,? and the merit of the public will

assist them.

Another point that I mentioned by the farbrengen in brief but left out of the transcript is that those
who run away from these communities—against Aa/acha—bring along with them, G-d forbid, the very
circumstances from which they were trying to escape. When they move to the new neighborhood, this
serves as a constant reminder that that they are found in that place in opposition to the directive of our
Torah, the Torah of truth... As I have noted on other occasions, that due to Hashem’s compassion on
our orphaned generation, there are many matters of Torah that are clearly apparent in the ways of
nature. In the case at hand, when a non-Jew meets this Jew on the street, a new face in town, he asks
where he came from and why he moved. Upon hearing the story, this teaches the non-Jew to try the

same tactics, G-d forbid!

It is wondrous that specifically in this free country, where it would be expected that the Jewish
people should stand strong and not be frightened, there is instead a strong feeling of inferiority and
total self-nullification. One of the expressions of this shocking attitude is the mass-emigration, besides
for the general striving to “be like all the nations.” Our sages put this succinctly in the phrase
[describing the Jews in the time of Purim],?® “They derived enjoyment from the meal of the wicked

one” (i.e., enjoyment from the fact that the evil one invited them to his meal). There is a strange

26 Based on Devarim 1:17.
27 Based on Shmuel I 8:20.

8 Talmud, Megilah 12a.
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development in America that any convention that doesn’t have a non-Jew sitting at the head table is
not worthy of its name, and if honors are being given out, it is self-understood who will be receiving

the top honor... We will not dwell on this painful subject...

May it be Hashem’s will that as we find ourselves in the days between the Season of our Freedom
and the acceptance of the Torah, we should all successfully free ourselves from the exile in our private
life. (My intention is obviously not contrary, G-d forbid, to the exhortation of our sages not to “storm
the wall,”” and not either to “incite a small nation,”° but these issues aren’t at all connected to the
above developments). Every day, we should have additional excitement for the receiving of the Torah
and its mitzvos as described in the midrash (quoted by Ran in the end of Pesachim) in connection to

the mitzvah of sefiras haomer.

With respect and blessings for good news in general, and with regard to your success the above-
mentioned issue, for which you are utilizing your influence, wherever it reaches, to curb this breach and

ultimately eradicate it completely.

2 A reference to the “three oaths” mentioned in the Talmud, Kesubos 111a, one of which is that the Jews in exile are not
allowed to forcefully rebel against the nations and return as a nation to Eretz Yisrael. There is much discussion as to the

parameters of this and the other “oaths.”

30 See Talmud, Pesachim 113a.
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Affordable Housing in Crown Heights

An excerpt from an address of the Lubavitcher Rebbe on 15 Tamuz 5745. Free Translation.

Breaking a Glass

As stated earlier, we want to seize the opportunity to accomplish whatever we can when we still
have the advantage of XNNmM7wXa XIn'0 kN7 (“the moon is complete,” i.e., the fifteenth day of the
month), and being that the night follows the previous day [in certain aspects], this advantage is present

now as well.
[To preface:]

According to halachah, when it comes to participating in a wedding, even six hundred thousand
and more are obligated to participate and bring joy to the chassan and kallah. Yet, being that we are in
golus, a glass is broken. One of the reasons for this is to remind us that [our happiness is incomplete,
because] 11'9 PInw X'm' T8 — “Then our mouths will be filled with laughter,” the word X'7n' being
written in the future tense, referring to the coming of Moshiach Tzidkeinu who will bring the true and

complete geulah.

The above serves as an example to the present situation as well, and we must unfortunately now
discuss something which can be compared to “breaking a glass.” However, we will attempt to discuss it

in as short a manner as possible and limit our words to what is necessary.

Alive More Than Before

[The issue] is as follows:
As discussed above, we find ourselves in a time when D"N2 11T — “his offspring are alive,” and XIn
D"'Na — “he is alive” [referring to the Frierdiker Rebbe and his chassidim.] And to the contrary: as the

years pass, the [Frierdiker Rebbe’s] “offspring” increase in life ([in keeping with the instruction] to

increase in matters of holiness) by increasing in studying Torah and performing mitzvos according to
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Affordable Housing in Crown Heights

the directives given to them by the Frierdiker Rebbe. As such, the fact that “he is alive” is all that more

apparent.

Furthermore: the Alter Rebbe explains in Igeres Hakodesh that the contrary is true; when a fzaddik
passes away, he is found in this physical world even more than when he was alive. [The Alter Rebbe]
provides an explanation: When the #zaddik was alive, he was limited to a physical body—an extremely
holy one, but one that has limitations nonetheless. This is the way the Torah determined it should be,
and therefore this is the way it is in actuality. But when [he passes away—which is a negative event,
but] every negative event must include something positive, especially one that is connected with a
nossi—and these limitations are removed, '‘nI'N2N N "7V 1N71D2 NONWK — “he is found in all the

worlds even more than when he was alive.”

The empbhasis in this statement is [that he is found] “in all the worlds,” which means—unlike the
simple meaning of the Zohar, that this refers to other worlds—that he is found in this physical and
materialistic world even more than he was when he was alive. This is the understanding of the [above-
mentioned] Igeres Hakodesh section 27 and its [subsequent] &i’ur. Additionally, [there exist] lengthy

explanations on this [letter], especially as can be understood from the maamorim of the Rebbeim who

followed the Alter Rebbe.

The Rebbe’s Neighborhood

Since we must connect this idea to something in this physical world, [I would like to state the
following] piece of good news ([in keeping with the rule that] n37122 |'NNI9 — “one should begin with

a blessing”), connected with this neighborhood:

[To preface: 770] is the house where the [Frierdiker Rebbe] spent the last ten years of his life. It is
the place where he studied and davened, and it is here where he ate, drank, and slept, which are
[activities] by which a wise man can be recognized, as the Rambam writes. [This is true regarding] any

wise man,; all the more so wisdom connected to a leader of the generation!
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As can be easily understood, even though [we find ourselves in] go/us and are restricted by
limitations, we must do whatever we can so that it should be apparent that an increase [in the above is
taking place] in the area surrounding these daled amos (which include the entire house, courtyard, and

SO on).

An Urgent Meeting

[The following message] is therefore being given over: Individuals who are down-to-earth and
practical should hold an urgent meeting—and the opportunity should be seized as early as tonight
(when the advantage of KNIN7WUKA XIN'0 XN"7 is still present, because the night follows the previous
day)—to begin making plans how to improve (bederech hateva) the houses that are already found in this

neighborhood.

Those houses that are already fit for human residence should be made fit for human residence in an
expansive manner, and those that were not fit for human residence should be made fit for human
residence. Ideas should be considered—bederech hateva—to build houses and buildings wherever there

is an empty lot, so that people who follow in the ways of [the Frierdiker Rebbe] can settle there.

The [Frierdiker Rebbe, who was] arrested and released [on Yud Beis Tammuz,] will surely help [in

the implementation of these plans], and furthermore—it is certain that success will be achieved.

In these houses, the Torah of [the Frierdiker Rebbe] will be studied along with all other parts of
Torah, and mitzvos will be performed along with those mitzvos which the Frierdiker Rebbe
emphasized particularly.

Extorting Money
From the above is understood that [the following conduct] should be avoided:
Certain people mistakenly believe that when building a house in this neighborhood, they must

collect as much money as possible, because after all, the buyer will certainly pay the money he

demands, because he desires to live in this house!
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In truth, the correct conduct should be to be mekadesh the name of this neighborhood, by showing
how it is a place where one can settle easily. It should be a place where one does not have to search for
diverse and bizarre ideas how to obtain the large amount of money required to buy or rent a residence,
and even after the money is obtained, the seller provides a second-rate residence that is missing this
amenity or that amenity, and when the buyer comes to complain, the seller replies: “You're even
complaining?! You're living in the neighborhood of the Frierdiker Rebbe, the leader of our generation!
Even if you were to live in a hut, you should still be paying many times this amount! All the more so
when we do you a favor and supply you with a residence—perhaps a substandard and dreadful one,
where the roof leaks and the floor is not the way it should be, [but a residence nonetheless]!!” [More

can be said about this, but] there is no reason to speak at length regarding painful, shocking matters.

This is one of the phenomena that accomplishes the opposite of Ziruw rechokim, and results in the

opposite of kiruwv to those who are kerovim!

These people definitely have good intentions—to obtain more money to use for positive things.
But one should not obtain money by bringing about difficulties in the life of another Jew, and a

difficulty of the type that Hashem did not place upon him!

“He Is Destined To Lose the Money Anyway...”

There are foolish individuals who claim that they can explain everything according to Chassidus.
They claim that the fact that they are causing pain to another Jew is based on a psa din of the Alter
Rebbe in Igeres Hakodesh. (And being that the Alter Rebbe writes this in Igeres Hakodesh, he certainly
considers it to be a pask din, and he is certain that the other considers it a psak din as well! At least, so

he claims...)

The Alter Rebbe rules in Igeres Hakodesh that one cannot cause a problem for another Jew, and
even for a non-Jew. For if it has been decreed from Above that the other will suffer, Hashem has many
messengers [and He will ensure that it will transpire nonetheless], and if he won’t be the one to cause

him suffering and squeeze out the money from him, than another will do it, because it has already been
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decreed as such from Above! He doesn’t have the power to bring about a new decree; it must be that it
has been decreed that the other will lose the money either way! And being that this is the case, why
should he allow another to be the one who will squeeze out the money from him, let him be the one to
serve as Hashem’s messenger and squeeze out the money, cause him pain and suffering, and upset his

shalom bayis! And he has a claim to substantiate his actions: this is what it says in Igeres Hakodesh!

This can be compared to the conduct in Sedom: in Sedom, if one person caused another to bleed,
he would demand compensation, claiming that he would have had to pay a doctor to let out blood, and

he did it instead, so he should be paid for letting out blood! And the same is true here.

An Evil Choice

However, the Alter Rebbe immediately rules out this claim: Yes, it’s true that the other would have
undergone the suffering regardless; but he must know that the reason he is acting in this manner is
(not because he wants to serve as Hashem’s messenger, but) due to IN1'N2 yN — his evil choice! That’s

the wording used by the Alter Rebbe!

Hashem gave a Jew a unique power—the power of complete free choice, just like arzmus u'mehus,
so to speak. As it says in Lekutei Torah, no one else has free choice to such a degree, other than azzmus
u'mebus and a Jew. And Hashem wants a Jew to use his bechirah, which is exclusively his— 712 250
D' NXI'M YINn D'w—to choose life (0*"N2a Nnal). [Hashem wants that a Jew] should make his
bechirah be one of life, by choosing to bring life to another, and to bring life to himself! And instead, he

took his bechirah and made it one of evil!

If he would have merely used his faculty of action for evil, one would be able to rationalize [his
conduct], because when it comes to the faculty of action, a human and an animal are alike. As
Chassidus explains at length, when it comes to action, a human—although endowed with the power of
speech and intellect—is the same as an animal, and the difference between the two begins with speech,

thought, and so on.
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But Chassidus continues to emphasize and explain that bechirah does not exist by angels, serafim,
ofanim, chayos hakodesh, or by any other level in all the worlds. This is how Chassidus rules on the
matter, and it’s also implied as such in Moreh Nevuchim (referenced in Lekutei Torah). And yet, he

comes along and uses this power, in which he is similar to Hashem himself, for an evil choice!

Since we are found in the great darkness of go/us, he’s in the category of a tinok shenishba lebain
ha’akum with regard to this matter, and he is therefore subject to the above-mentioned persuasions,

excuses, and so on. But from now on it will be different.

An Urgent Meeting — 11

However, we can’t wait until he performs complete zeshuvah and rely only on the individuals who
have acted in such a manner; instead we should immediately devote ourselves to the issue with a
shturem by holding an initial urgent meeting (as stated above) with those individuals to whom this
matter has been addressed before. [The meeting should be held] tonight, which still possesses the
advantage of NNI7WKA KIN'0 XN"'7 of the fifteenth day of the month, being that the night follows

the previous day [as stated above].

The beginning should already take place today, and we should certainly seize the opportunity to do
whatever possible before the beginning of the three weeks, as a special avodah will then be necessary—
the avodah of is’hapcha, and so on and so forth. (This is despite the fact that this year, the first day of
the three weeks [coincides with Shabbos, and the three weeks begin with Shivah Asar Betamuz] being
pushed off [to Sunday.] We will recite Ziddush; it will be a day of rejoicing (as Chazal say: DIl
NIMawN 17X DdDNNNVY), pleasure, and rest ("IWY NOX'M 73); and one must avoid any gesture that can
be interpreted as an expression of sadness related to the atmosphere of the three weeks, G-d forbid.

The emphasis must be on the exact opposite, as has been explained at length numerous times.)

This is the issue I wanted to seize the opportunity to address when the advantage of X2n'o Xn"p

NNIM7WUNA is still present. I have already spoken with certain individuals and instructed them to hold

Shaya & Esty ltkin ~ 6 Tammuz 5780




22

Living With the Rebbe

an urgent meeting, [urgent] but also held in a calm and in an orderly fashion, to discuss plans to erect

buildings, renovate and improve them, and the like.

They should also think of solutions so that the cost of housing for one who desires to move to this
neighborhood should be on the average side. Even better, the prices should be dechesed w’berachamim,
because this is the neighborhood of the Frierdiker Rebbe, who made a condition with his father when
accepting the zesi’us that he is accepting the nesi’us because it will be bechesed w’berachamim, and he
indeed accomplished that it should be this way. And together with this, the residence should be an
attractive one, which broadens one’s mind (as the gemara rules in the end and conclusion of maseches

Berachos).

Alive More Than Before — 11

When the above is accomplished, not only will these daled amos of nesi doreinu not be affected in a
negative manner, but to the contrary: it has been thirty-five years in which his sovereignty and control
increases as each year passes, and D"N2 KIN, 'NI'nan YN This will also affect 'nir'n—his life—as
explained in simple terms in Igeres Hakodesh: his life as it pertains to physical concepts in this physical
and materialistic world in general, and particularly as it pertains to the place where he resided for ten

years of his life, along with the limitations of a body.

Nothing in this world is totally negative, and it is certain that there is something positive [in the
Frierdiker Rebbe’s histalkus]. The positive aspect is the fact that now he is alive more than before—
'‘NI'NaN "N in the very same place where until then he was present only to a certain extent, he is now
found 'nrrnan N, And with each passing year this has increased more and more, in keeping with the

rule that one must WTIpA NI7YNY7 — increase in matters of holiness.

It is certain that there is no need to speak more about this matter. More should be said about the

topic, but everyone will act [in this matter] as he understands.

Memento from the Wedding Celebration




Exceptional Soldiers

The Lubavitcher Rebbe’s Address to a Group of Disabled Israeli Soldiers and Athletes

23 Av, 5736 — Aug. 19, 1976

Free Translation

Preface

In 1976, Mr. Yosef Lautenberg led an Israeli delegation, made up in large part of injured IDF veterans, to the
Paralympics in Toronto, and during their trip they came to visit with the Rebbe. Mr. Lautenberg himself was injured in
the battle for Jerusalem in 1948, and among the founders of the IDF Disabled Veterans Organization. The Rebbe spoke
to the group in Hebrew, and afterwards went over to each one of them and shook their hands. Years later, Mr.
Lautenberg recalled how the group felt the Rebbe’s great empathy and they were very moved by the experience. He also

attested that, as a person who spent his entire life in this field, the Rebbe’s words served as a guiding light for him. 1

Mr. Joseph Cabiliv—who later became a successful real estate developer—was among the group. His legs had been
severely injured while serving reserve duty, and they had to be amputated. He later recounted that he was accustomed to
being looked at with pain, pity, revulsion or anger. In the Rebbe’s presence, it was the first time that he encountered true
empathy. When the Rebbe came to shake his hand after the address, he felt the Rebbe gaze deeply into his eyes, press his
hand firmly, and say "Thank you'with a slight nod. In Mr. Cabiliv’s words, ‘I later learned that he had said something

different to each one of us; to me he said "Thank you'... With those two words, the Rebbe erased all the bitterness and

! See an interview with him at http://www.chabad.org/2349213
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despair that had accumulated in my heart. I carried the Rebbe’s Thank you'back to Israel, and I carry it with me to this

very day.”

The Rebbe, as a leader who was exemplary in his care and sensitivity for every individual, utilized the opportunity
to encourage and guide these disabled veterans how to cope with their challenges with a positive frame of mind. He
explained that when someone has a physical weakness or lacking, it is proof that the Creator has endowed him or her

with special spiritual powers which enable him to overcome and succeed where the ordinary person cannot.

These people should not be called “handicapped,” indicating inferiority. To the contrary, they are ‘exceptional.” They
have the ability to be a living example of joy and self~confidence, and express how every Jewish man and woman—

regardless of their physical or bodily state—possesses a Divine soul which enables them to overcome any limitations.

& %k %

Transcending Time and Place

I will speak in the Ashkenazic pronunciation, to which I am accustomed, but I hope that everyone

will understand.

When Jews meet, it is customary to begin with a blessing. The foremost blessing is one of peace,

thus the greeting, “Shalom Aleichem, Peace upon you!”

When Jews from several locations and countries meet, this is a cause for joy. Particularly so when
Jews from the Holy Land—%“on which G-d’s eyes are focused from the beginning of the year to its
end”—meet with Jews who live, for the time being, in the Diaspora. Notwithstanding being exiled
from our land and living in the Diaspora, the physical distance does not truly separate between us.

Despite being “scattered and dispersed among the nations,”

we remain “one people” through our
“distinct laws™—the laws of Torah—given to us by the one G-d. This is what unites us all,

underscoring our ability to lift ourselves above the limitation of place.

2 http://www.chabad.org/1202
3 Devarim 11:12.

4 Esther 3:8.

Memento from the Wedding Celebration




Exceptional Soldiers

We are not separate entities that happened to meet by chance. Quite the contrary, we are one
entity (“one people”) which happens to be dispersed and scattered throughout the Diaspora, or in
different parts of the Holy Land. When we get together, our inner truth is revealed, that we are all part

of one people.

Moreover, just as we can unite by rising above the confine of place, so too are we able to unite by
transcending the limitation of time. This is the secret to the power and eternity of Am Yisroel. We are
“the fewest amongst the nations™ only when considering a particular time and place. However, all
Jews, from the experience at Sinai until the end of generations, are intertwined® to the point that we

constitute one entity, one nation, thus we are numerous and powerful quantitatively as well.

Our ability to transcend the bounds of place and time stems from a Jew’s innate ability to elevate
the spiritual over the physical and quality over quantity. For this reason, despite being a minority, we
did not agree to assimilate under any circumstances — even though it meant, at certain times in history,
Jews giving up their lives. In prosperous times as well, when we were invited and pressured to remove
the distinguishing barriers by adopting the lifestyle of our non-Jewish neighbors, we steadfastly held to
the principle that we are a unique and special people. Even though we were a minority, we elevated

quality over quantity, thus imbuing our quantity with the strength of our quality.

Exceptional, not Handicapped

This brings us to the next point: When, for some reason, a person is lacking in the physical sense
(i.e. quantitatively)—all the more so if their injury was a result of doing something positive, especially
by sacrificing themselves in defense of the Jewish people, and particularly in the Holy Land—it is not
reason to be dejected, G-d forbid. Quite the contrary: The fact that they are lacking in this regard, by
no fault of their own, is proof that the Creator endowed them with special spiritual energy, which

enables them to overcome that which ordinary eyes perceive as a physical, bodily lacking. Furthermore,

5 Devarim 7:7.

¢ Based on the Talmudic phrase (Shevuos 39a) “Areivim zeh bazeh.”
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they can demonstrate that they are not only equal to those around them, but they also have superior
spirit which enables them to achieve and rise in important and good areas, succeeding above and

beyond the ordinary person, notwithstanding their apparent physical shortcoming.

For this reason, I do not approve of the term “handicapped” being used, as it suggests some type of
inferiority. To the contrary, we must emphasize that they are considered special and exceptional by the
Creator, Who endowed them with special energies above and beyond the capacity of an ordinary

individual, thus they can overcome hardships and obstacles which an ordinary person cannot overcome.

In keeping with the “Jewish custom” of offering advice even in areas that are not quite one’s own
business, I would like to suggest that the name be changed from “handicapped” to “exceptional”
(“metzuyanim”), whether they are exceptional by cause of war, or otherwise. This term also calls to
mind the teaching of our Sages that when our ancestors were exiled in Egypt, “they were distinctive

(rmetzuyanim) there.”

This change in name is not merely semantics, but rather describes the situation in the truest way.
The very name highlights their unique and outstanding qualities which give them the ability to be a
living example. With joy and self-confidence, they demonstrate how every Jewish man and woman—
regardless of their physical or bodily state—possesses a soul which is “an actual part of G-d above™ (in
the words of the Alter Rebbe, founder of Chabad Chassidism), and that this Divine soul ultimately

overcomes the limitations of the body, with the body acting in alignment with the soul’s directives.

The Joy Imperative

The above underscores another fundamental area in Torah, especially as it is elucidated in the

teachings of Chassidism. Because the Torah requires of us to “serve G-d with joy,” and our service of

7 Sifri, Ki Savo §31, quoted in Pesach Hagadah.
8 Tanya, beginning of ch. 2.
% Tehillim 100:2.
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G-d encompasses our entire lifetime, it follows that we are provided with the ability to be in a state of

joy throughout our entire life.

When a person encounters difficulties, it arouses within him hidden powers that surface and
become active. This enables him to proceed with happiness—notwithstanding the obstacles—and
fulfill his mission of increasing light, spirituality and holiness in the world. Doing so will spread
recognition of G-d in the world, and that His commands and way of life are accessible to everyone to

be fulfilled in a joyful manner.

As mentioned above, a Jew has the ability to transcend the limitations of time and place.
Nevertheless, the goal is to accomplish the above within the framework of time and place. The place in
which we find ourselves is a House of Prayer and Torah study. The present time is the conclusion of
the month of Av when we mourn the destruction of the Temple, and we are approaching the month of

Elul when we prepare for the coming year, may it be good for us and for all the Jewish people.

The Alter Rebbe explains' that during the month of Elul, when each person is preparing himself
to merit a positive verdict for the coming year, G-d makes it easier and assists him. In the terminology
of the Alter Rebbe, G-d makes Himself accessible like a king in the field. When the king is in his
palace, entry to submit requests is very restricted. However, when the king goes out into the field, there
is no need to gain permission from the various officers, rather each and every person can approach the
king directly—regardless of how he is dressed—and the king receives him with a smiling countenance.

The king patiently listens to his requests, and ensures that they will be taken care of.

May it be G-d’s will that just as the month of Av is concluding, similarly all aspects of destruction
should cease. Through each individual illuminating his life with Torah and holiness and building his
personal Beis Hamikdosh, this will hasten the conclusion of the exile and the redemption through
Moshiach who will build the Beis Hamikdosh. Until this happens, each and every one should be

blessed with a good and sweet year.

10 Likutei Torah, Re’eh, 32b.
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Spiritual and Practical Security

In line with another Jewish “custom,” I will conclude with a request, and I hope that every man and
women here will receive my request graciously. The recent incidents perpetrated by terrorists in
Uganda and Istanbul—as well as prior and subsequent attacks—require of us to intensify practical
measures of security, which is connected with intensified spiritual security. This is, first and foremost,

connected with the mifzvah of Mezuzah.

I request that on your return to the Holy Land, each of you check that your Mezuzos are all Kosher
and in the proper position, so that the mitzvah will be fulfilled properly. I would consider it a great
honor if you would accept a gift from me through my representatives in the Holy Land: If those
present will leave their addresses, you will each be visited at home by my representatives there who will
assist in checking the Mezuzos and affixing them to the doorposts. They will also bring additional
Mezuzos for those who need. In this way, the mitzvah of Mezuzah will certainly arouse and reveal
G-d’s protection over every Jewish man and woman, wherever they may be. In the words of Dovid

Hamelech, “G-d will guard your goings and comings, now and for all time.”

The Handshake — Five and Five

Since we began with one Jewish custom, let us conclude with another: When two Jews meet, it is
customary to extend one’s hand. This highlights the difference between “the hands of Eisav”'? and the
hands of Bnei Yisroel. The hands of Eisav engage in war, terror, destruction and the like. Whereas

when Jews meet, they take each other’s hand, expressing the fact that they are united as one.

There is an allusion to this in the Torah: When the Ten Commandments were given, five were
engraved on one Tablet and five on the other. Thus, when two Jews shake hands, the five fingers of

one person meet the five fingers of the other, and together, they reflect the Ten Commandments.

" Tehillim 121:8.

12 Bereishis 27:22.
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They also reflect the Ten Divine Utterances by which G-d created the world, and G-d’s Divine

Providence over every single individual wherever they may be.

Therefore, before we conclude, I would be honored if I could greet each of you individually with a
“Shalom Aleichem.” May your return to the Holy Land be in a successful and auspicious time, as
planned. May it also be a true “A/iyah™—the term commonly used—to Eretz Yisroel, an ascent in every
sense of the word: both in your personal lives and in your public activities. Finally, the ultimate
blessing is that G-d fulfill His promise: “I shall set peace upon the Land™? as well as upon the entire
world, in addition to the promises: “You will sleep securely, with no one to fear; and I will lead you
with your heads held high.”** May every man and woman here, amongst the entire Jewish people,

merit very soon the true and complete redemption through our righteous Moshiach.

You should all be blessed with a good and sweet year, and may we all meet again soon, with the
coming of Moshiach. Then, we will also be united with our fellow Jews who are scattered amongst the
nations, for “a great multitude will return™ to the Holy Land, speedily and joyfully. At that time,

“G-d will be King,” in a calm and peaceful manner, and everlasting joy will reign.

I would also be honored to present each one of you with a dollar to give as fzedakah, and 1 thank

you in advance if you could donate it to #zedakah when you return to the Holy Land.

May each and every one of you be blessed in all that you need, both materially and spiritually, and
in the spirit of the mission of the eternal Am Yisroel (as discussed earlier): to elevate the spiritual over
the physical, form over matter and the soul over the body. This will be the true victory for the Torah in
Eretz Yisroel and throughout the entire world, when all nations of the world will recognize that we
were justified in our struggle throughout the ages to preserve our existence and distinction; despite our

dispersion, we remained one nation, living by our one Torah, given to us by the true and one G-d.

3 Vayikra 26:6.
1 Vayikra 26:6; 26:5; 26:13.

' Yirmiyahu 31:7.

Shaya & Esty ltkin ~ 6 Tammuz 5780

29




Living With the Rebbe

With blessing and many thanks for the great honor you have given me through your visit. May it
be G-d’s will that you succeed many times over in bringing joy, light and Judaism to every place you

will visit in the Diaspora, and afterwards, in the Holy Land as well.

[Following the address, the Rebbe extended his hand to each one with the greeting “Shalom
Aleichem,” and gave each one a dollar to give to fzedakah. Before leaving, the Rebbe wished everyone a

good and sweet year.]
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Addendum — “Special Children”

Years later, in 5788 (1988), the Rebbe applied a similar idea to children with special needs:'

In English, as well as in other languages, children that possess underdeveloped capabilities, Heaven
forfend, are called “special children.” [This development was specifically in recent times, for as we
approach the times of Moshiach, the truth is progressively being revealed in the world.] Although this
term is used out of respect, it also represents that they possess special powers (similar to the discussion
in the address to the “special soldiers”). Furthermore, specifically due to the lofty nature of their

powers, these powers are not able to be fully expressed in their physical bodies.

We find, similarly, that a blind person is called “agi nahor” (“endowed with great light”) in the
Talmud and Midrash.” It is explained that this is not meant in a teasing manner, G-d forbid, rather
because often the cause of blindness is due to the overabundance of light that entered the eye and
ruined its protective layers.’® Also, the internal power of eyesight is shining too strongly and cannot be

expressed in the body.”

' Adapted based on Sefer Hasichos 5788 2:590; Toras Menachem 5788 4:184.
17 See for example: Berachos 56a; Yerushalmi, Peah 5:5; Bereishis Rabbah 30:9.
'8 See Or Hatorah, Bereishis, 1038b; Sefer Hamaamarim 5668, p. 32; Hemshech 5672, vol. 1, p. 275 and vol. 2 p. 1024ff.

19 Sefer Hamaamarim 5705, p. 6.
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Dealing with a Novel Disease

Selections adapted from the farbrengen of 11 Nissan 5742 (1982)

Torah instructs us to “begin with a blessing,” a blessing associated with Hashem, the Source of all

blessings. ..

To receive Hashem’s blessings, we must make appropriate “vessels” for them, and we require Hashem’s
help in doing so. We must pray and request from Hashem that we succeed in conducting ourselves as a
“mentch” — both on an individual level and as part of the general community in our city, country, and
ultimately the entire world. When we do our utmost to prepare the proper vessels, we merit receiving G-d’s

blessings in the fullest measure, and our vessels, filled with these blessings, shine.

The influence of these shining vessels has no limit, just as we see that the nature of light is to travel
without limit to the furthermost reaches of the earth (unless it is obstructed by something). This is evident
from the light of the stars—to which the Jews are compared—that can be seen from earth at an extreme

distance, and even variations between the light of different stars can be noticed.

Similarly, when we serve Hashem properly, fully utilizing our G-d-given abilities, we illuminate not
only our immediate surroundings, but the entire universe — including the heavens. We have seen in recent
times how scientists have reached intellectual breakthroughs allowing man to fly into space. If the will is

there, a person can utilize his intelligence to help the entire world!

We see therefore the magnitude of our every action, speech or even thought—each one has the power
to illuminate and affect the entire world. One shouldn’t mistakenly think to themselves that there is no
crucial significance to how they act in a particular moment and it’s not worth investing effort. In reality, it

is a life-altering moment for the entire universe!

" Particularly the first and sixth sichos.
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A person can’t understand how it is possible for his action to affect the universe. This is no surprise,
since of course his limited human intellect cannot fathom the wisdom of his Creator, and how He created

the world in a way that a minor action could have a global effect.

The reality, however remains, as the Rambam—The “Guide for the Perplexed” of all generations—
renders in a halachic decision: “A person must regard himself ... and the whole world as being evenly
balanced between good and bad ... thus, when he does [even] one mitzvah—in thought, speech or deed—he
tips himself and the entire world to the meritorious side, and brings salvation and redemption for himself

and them.”

...Hashem created man with unique abilities for the purpose of utilizing these abilities to be a “man”
worthy of the name — by influencing others likewise to act like a men#ch. This is the purpose of the Seven
Noachide Laws, to ensure that the world be in a state of decency, each person acting with justice and
righteousness to another. So much so that he gives away his own belongings to his friend, and certainly
doesn’t take away his friend’s belongings. This is connected with the “Name of the L-rd,” since the Seven
Noachide Laws are fulfilled when a person is permeated with faith in the Creator of the world, and his
Creator, Who commanded him to conduct himself in a decent fashion and to utilize his abilities and

influence on others to ensure that they also conduct themselves properly.

Every person can influence those around them, at least to some extent. This is particularly true of those
to whom G-d has given the merit and entrusted them with a special mission to engage in the affairs of the
neighborhood, the city, state or entire country. Their heavy responsibilities are accompanied by G-d-given
abilities to fulfill this mission—since G-d only demands of a person that which he is able to fulfill—and

thus they certainly can influence others for good.

The true blessing for a person is when he merits to fulfill G-d’s mission to help the entire world know
and recognize that there is a Creator Who wishes the world to be full of blessings and guidelines,
righteousness and justice. Success in this endeavor inspires him further to continue in this work and to

increase in it many times over.
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When a person chooses to utilize all his abilities in this fashion, he is complete and healthy both
physically and spiritually, meaning that his body and soul work in harmony. Then the promise “A nation
will not raise up sword against nation” and “In that time there will be no hunger and no war” will be

tulfilled, and the entire world will be in a state of true peace.

Through each person fulfilling his mission, the coming of our righteous Moshiach is hastened, when
will be fulfilled the promise “I will convert the nations to a pure language ... to serve Him with one

consent,” when all peoples will unite to serve G-d and fulfill their mission in the world.

* % %

In our service of Hashem, we must constantly add and ascend in matters of holiness. Thus, we see that
in each generation, and indeed every year, there are additional insights into Torah. Of course, they are all
tounded on the general principles that were given to Moshe on Har Sinai, and “everything that a veteran
scholar is destined to innovate was given to Moshe on Har Sinai.” Still, it is called an “innovation” of that

scholar.

This is relevant to every Jew, since every Jew has their individual “portion” in Torah, and they have the
power to uncover their portion... It is also known that every Jew has their own letter in Torah, as is pointed
out that the word “Yisrael” is an acronym for “There are 600,000 letters in the Torah” ( X121 D'WY W

NN NIMIR)—corresponding to the 600,000 general souls that branch out to all the individual sparks.

...Our lengthy discussion regarding how every Jew has their individual part of Torah and letter in
Torah is to remind everyone once again about the campaign that every Jew should purchase a letter in the
sefer Torah. We have already spoken several times how important this is, thus there is no need to elaborate

again.

Returning to the discussion at hand, since each Jew has their portion in Torah in which they can grow

and innovate new concepts in understanding Torah, every generation brings with it novel insights into

Torah.

Besides, even without the specific mandate to grow and innovate in Torah, the situation in which we

find ourselves certainly behooves doing so. When we witness an increase of negativity in the world, as the
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Talmud (end of Sotah) teaches that in era preceding Moshiach each day will have more negativity than its
p g y )
predecessor, it is definitely vital to add in matters of goodness and holiness, starting with an increase in

Torah study.

In simple terms: When a new disease appears, G-d forbid, that has never before existed, we obviously
can’t suffice with the remedies used in the past, rather it is necessary to find a new cure to heal this new

disease.

It is certainly possible to find a new cure, since Hashem created His world in a manner that “the cure

precedes the sickness.” Even before the new disease appears, the world already possesses its antidote.

To discover it, those who were entrusted and privileged with the mission of facilitation G-d’s healing
must invest true effort in searching for it. Then they must determine when the remedy should be used, and
the necessary strength and amount for each individual patient that requires it. Since each person is a
“complete universe,” general guidelines are insufficient, rather each patient must be evaluated with

individual attention and a pleasant demeanor.

Similarly, we live in a new era, which has both new blessings and medicines, as well as an increase in
new challenges and illnesses. A new disease therefore requires finding a new appropriate remedy, beginning

with an increase in Torah, which brings healing to the world.

One of the innovations revealed in this generation is the initiative of my father-in-law the [Previous]
Rebbe to study every day a section of the weekly Torah portion. (In previous generations, this was the

practice of unique individuals, and the [Previous] Rebbe publicized this practice to the masses.)

The study must be in a manner that it leads to practical outcomes, as with Torah in general, regarding
which it is said, “T'orah study greater since it leads to action.” The [Previous] Rebbe quoted the Alter
Rebbe’s saying that we must “live” with the time, meaning with the lessons that can be derived from the

Torah portion connected with the current time.
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Elections for the Badatz of Crown Heights

Responses of the Rebbe ~ From Rabbi Eliezer Zirkind’s File”

Rabbi Zalman Shimon Dworkin, the rav of Crown Heights for 20 years, passed away on 19 Adar
5745 (1985). Close to a year later, in Shevat 5746, the residents of Crown Heights began forming a
committee to organize and supervise the elections of rabbanim for the beis din. This “Netzigim”
committee consisted of representatives from each shul in Crown Heights and for each of the main

mosdos. Rabbi Eliezer Zirkind was chosen to serve as chairman of the organization.

Elections were held on Sunday, 4 Nissan 5746, and three rabbanim were chosen. When Rabbi
Chanzin, one of the elected rabbanim, requested a bracha for his move from Eretz Yisrael, the Rebbe
responded that he should continue his work in Eretz Yisrael. The committee then sent out a letter to
the community with the election results and the Rebbe’s response to Rabbi Chanzin, and announced

that elections for a third rav would take place after Pesach.
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" An effort has been made to translate the responses accurately. In some instances, however, it wasn’t sufficiently clear to the translator
the Rebbe’s intention. The entire file containing the letters and responses will IY”H be made available online, to enable seeing the entire

sequence of events (contact phillaufer@gmail.com).

Memento from the Wedding Celebration




Elections for the Badatz of Crown Heights

(1) In their letter, the committee wrote: “The representatives of the Crown Heights community

present a report from the meeting held on the night preceding 7 Nissan 5746.”
The Rebbe responded:

Received and thank you. Also for your involvement in the needs of the community.
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(2) In their letter, the committee wrote: “We will put together a committee for the coronation [of the

rabbanim] now, and the vote for this will take place IY”H and 4/"# during Chol Hamoed or on Sunday
tollowing Pesach.”

»

and wrote:

The Rebbe made a line through the word “now

After concluding the elections (also of a third rav).

w)J ¢sKe ¢ ‘{jﬁ Vo ad 1€p7 8> 3> TIK
e l'if I3 ,'!4 ? ; Y )18y Fy3 J778 <
w’hyill Wisd Sy adl]c on l; Sy yry KA pre I’]"

121 14 t’? Kle ¢ ')mv)ns j730 K¢ 38 731 7>
;o SRy Gped) pi>Sy 234 r'acf\ﬂ o5 Fm ) >
- Al "
NGY MW -yt ~an /j',f‘;f,ﬁ—gp,? [ ffl’ 1D 17?0’)

TPW OV 01w POW .. YV NYT HIp5 WIIR PYOY WARW DORIN IPTI NI IWpa 7N 93 INR” 11n3 0anona [ 3]
DRRIN 797,191 191193p RHW 02127 MM 13770 NRW °0Y 121 12) TRNTINNIPT YV nwyIw 7n Y3 HY vy RY
JQRYINN VIPWH MIYN 1177 T°O¥N

1N, DPYYNn VIPWY” M2 NN IR DIPY1I 10 7INTR 7

(3) D2y PPN — MY TUN /D2 NNPNT — P0INY 9199 — DY WMWY NONNA VNIR 7DVIPYn” 939 —

Shaya & Esty ltkin ~ 6 Tammuz 5780

37




38

Living With the Rebbe

(3) The committee’s letter stated: “After all of the above, some of the senior Netzigim asked me to
approach the Rebbe to receive his opinion (daas elyon)... since people are disputing everything we did
and accusing us of deception, since we arranged elections for rabbanim that were not accepted etc.

Therefore, the Netzigim await the royal word in order to silence the mockers.
The Rebbe responded:

The Alter Rebbe already ‘silenced’ them at the beginning of his Shulchan Aruch. It is possible to
add, that it says in sefarim that la’ag (mockery) is the same letters as eigel (referring to the golden

calf).
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(4) Their letter stated: “Our question is—(a) Whether we should involve ourselves now, before Pesach,
in the elections for a third rav? (b) Should we deal after Pesach immediately with elections for a third

rav? (c) Should we wait until it becomes clear that a third rav is necessary? (d) Should we not get

involved at all in elections for a third rav?”

The Rebbe drew a line through the word “Whether” in the first option, and the words “with elections
for a third rav” in the second option. The Rebbe moved the word “immediately” to be before the words
“after Pesach.” Then the Rebbe added [after the remaining phrase “To be involved now, before Pesach,

in the elections for a third rav? Whether to deal immediately after Pesach?]

As per the community’s decision.
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The Rebbe also drew a line through the last two options.
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(5) Regarding the letter in general, the Rebbe responded:

I will mention it at the [Rebbe Rayatz’s] resting place for success in all the aforementioned.
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Response to the protocol from the midnight meeting held on 12 Nissan by the financial committee in
connection to the elections for the rabbanim of Crown Heights. They wrote: “The meeting was called
urgently after Rabbi Zirkind delivered the content of his conversation with Rabbi Groner regarding
the fact that they didn’t notify the Rebbe up until now, and neither did the chosen rabbanim. After
deliberation, we all decided to rectify this from now on, to work on this matter with more energy, with

Hashem’s help, and to notify the Rebbe more often.”
The Rebbe responded:

Understandably, there needs to be a conclusive notification from the election committee (you
wrote that is still dependent... on the discussion with so-and-so...), and afterwards the rabbanim
[will notify].

I will mention it at the [Rebbe Rayatz’s] resting place.
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The Netzigim wrote: “With Hashem’s help, we completed the negotiations with the administration of
Tomchei Temimim and the Rav and chossid Rabbi Yehuda Kalman Marlow. He accepted the yoke of
rabbanus... and the yeshiva administration granted permission for Rabbi Marlow to leave the yeshiva
and accept the rabbanus. All of this is pending the Rebbe’s agreement. We are pressing the gates to
receive the Rebbe’s agreement and blessing for accepting Rabbi Marlow as rav over our community

based on all the above.”
The Rebbe responded by adding the word “accordingly,” to make the phrase:
[The yeshiva administration granted permission for Rabbi Marlow to leave the yeshiva and accept the

rabbanus] accordingly [the Rebbe’s agreement and blessing. ]
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The Netzigim submitted the protocol from the meeting held on Rosh Chodesh Nissan and the

resolutions taken by the meeting held on 26 Nissan.
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The Rebbe responded:

Received and thank you. | will mention it at the [Rebbe Rayatz’s] resting place for much success.
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The Netzigim wrote in their report: “Rabbi Leibel Schapiro said that the matter requires investigation,

and he will provide an answer before Shabbos.”
The Rebbe responded:

It is impossible that he should leave his holy work in Miami.

Regarding the general report:

Received and thank you.

To be returned.
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The Netzigim wrote: “The representatives of the Crown Heights community are submitting the
protocol from the meeting last night, and a copy of the contract drawn up between the community and
the rabbanim. We hope, since both sides are inexperienced in these areas, if the Rebbe will be gracious
to point out anything about the contract so that it won’t G-d forbid bring any harm in the present or
future to one or both of the sides due to their lack of knowledge... there are two contracts since they

each are different.”
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(1) The fifth clause of the contract stated: “Conducting chupah and %idushin will be in the sole

authority of the three rabbanim of the community [unless they find it proper to grant another rav

permission.”
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The Rebbe circled the words (in the letter attached to the contract) “the contract drawn between the
community and the rabbanim” and wrote:
To be returned — besides one thing (and from it — that if clause 5 is correct — there needs to be in

the contract not more than the authority of Rabbi Zalman Shimon Dworkin ob”m, may they be
separated for good life.

| didn’t make note — since this is the domain of those who are familiar with and ready rabbinic
contracts (surely there are hundreds found in the communities and shuls with rabbanim — in New
York)
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Regarding the general letter, the Rebbe circled the words “they are inexperienced in these areas” and

wrote:

Obviously, it is completely out of the question for me to be involved in the administration of the

community or in the administration of the Netzigim. If they are [inexperienced in these areas]
they should look for someone to teach them, and this isn’t my area at all.

2) After what happened, (reversals from one extreme to the other, arguments over the facts etc.,
etc.) to the point that both sides claim that the other side is acting against Shulchan Aruch, this
compelled me to get involved in all this, because it is impossible for 770 and myself (as a resident of
the community and nothing more) to let this pass in silence (since silence is interpreted as
agreement, as was said to me explicitly) — it is imperative to resolve the situation and doubts — and
preclude future disputes.
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3) Ignoring the doubts is of no use at all, for they have clearly seen that there are people who will
publicize them...

4) Obviously, this includes a clear response to all the arguments they have already raised publicly,
and in the abundance of your letters and protocols there isn’t even a hint of a response.

5) Amongst the primary arguments (not all of them, only alef beis): It is well known this entire
matter was started to fill in for the Rav Dworkin ob”m—may they be separated for good life—and
it is for this purpose that the Netzigim were chosen. What is their authority in all the other matters
besides for the elections of the rabbanim all the way to their installment? From whom did they
receive this authority? An additional integral point: A while ago, the community chose a
community council to run the community, (and it is this [council] that arranged the meeting to
choose the Netzigim for electing a rav and everything associated with this) and some from the
council argue that only those who chose the Community Council have the authority—according the
Shulchan Aruch—to dismantle it or even minimize its jurisdiction. This needs to be in an official
manner according to Shulchan Aruch, just as they were chosen, and through them the Netzigim for
electing a rav.

6) To preclude what has happened in the past, it is imperative that the response to all the above
should be in_writing, clear, and detailed, consequently carrying responsibility, thus you will
certainly clarify: (a) the claims from the Shulchan Aruch, or that their claims aren’t based on
Shulchan Aruch; (b) the claims of the community residents, may they be well — a_thorough
clarification according to Shulchan Aruch.

7) If the argument in item 5 is correct, the contract must include a nuance (to avoid etc.) that they
are the proxies of the community for the elections of the rabbanim.

8) If you investigate you will find out that that various types of chupah and kidushin are arranged in
770 (as in the days of Rav Dworkin ob”m) and they bring their own mesader kidushin, thus you
must ascertain the view of Shulchan Aruch regarding their sidur kidushin.
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The Rebbe underlined the words “it isn’t possible to give a ksav rabbanus” and the words “since we
can’t reveal the Rebbe’s answers until we receive the Rebbe’s permission, and if so, the Netzigim will

go to their shuls to arrange elections for seven communal leaders [“fuvei ha’ir’] and a Community

Council” and wrote:

”?

Who mentioned this?

And who granted them authority?

These are two questions (and not halachic rulings, as | am not giving halachic rulings as | stated
previously) and certainly you will answer me.
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Regarding the general letter:

There is no end to this! And with something so simple! And every so often a strange and
completely foreign idea is added! For example, in the previous letter: since they don’t know how to
hold elections for a rav—I should teach them!

And in this letter — that it isn’t possible to give a ksav rabbanus etc. since they can’t reveal... my
answers!

And a lengthy discussion regarding... a community council and seven community leaders!

The simplest thing: Netzigim were chosen several months ago to elect a replacement for Rav
Dworkin ob”m — and until now: there are several (more than two) sides, and each one accuses the
other with either acting against Shulchan Aruch, against the honor of the rabbanus, against simple
logic, or against basic decency etc. etc. and they are involved with meetings and protocols!

And above everything — he made me a side, a decider in all this, one who voices opinions and gives
commands etc.!! While my entire involvement was that | afforded them a presumption of
innocence, thus when they sent a protocol, it is certainly true (that there was a majority decision as
written in the protocol), and | responded that | will mention it at the tziyon etc.

When | received strong and startling claims against several individuals and | didn’t find any
response to them in all the protocols, not even a hint — I let them know that these claims exist (but
not all of them—due to their frightening nature) without expressing my opinion on them at all
(since this isn’t my thing at all, and | didn’t investigate the matter, and obviously | didn’t rule on it
at all) as above from the second or third side and | didn’t express my opinion, only that there must
be a response to them (a clear positive or negative), along with a clear source in Shulchan Aruch:
“From where have you judged me,” or they are exempt from explaining the source (and the gossip
this will cause is also obvious).
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In conclusion simply: They were chosen to elect the replacement for the aforementioned [Rav
Dworkin]. They accepted upon themselves the appointment and actually began to deal with it (and
have done much more than just a beginning). Commotions developed etc., and the “hand” is still
stretched out.

Therefore, in my humble opinion: (1) They may reveal all of my answers, but obviously without any
distortion whatsoever (such as that | am presenting a claim or issuing rulings — which is the
opposite of the truth). (2) As soon as possible (to minimize the arguments etc.), to clearly resolve
all of the claims regarding the election for the rabbanus (even those claims that | did not wish to
write as above, and they should investigate them with the various sides). And to proceed to
complete their job as far as electing rabbanim, presenting the ksav rabbanus (and obviously — as
appropriate according to Shulchan Aruch). (2) At least before the end of the month of rabbanus —
the third month (Sivan).

And if you will inform me forthwith that all of this has begun and with alacrity — thank you in
advance.
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N7y 999N
The Rebbe responded:
Certainly they will clarify all the claims from whichever side they may be, but in a manner that
there won’t be room to argue that it wasn’t answered etc. etc.

| will mention it at the tziyon.
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The Rebbe circled the words “it is not clear” and wrote:
7?1
Regarding the questions in the letter:

It is obvious that since | asked the Committee of Representatives (Netzigim) for Electing a Rav —it is
specifically regarding what is associated with them, and not regarding (only) the community council
and the like.
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The Rebbe circled the words “Who mentioned this?” and wrote:

It is extremely literal — who mentioned the seven communal leaders etc. when they were chosen to
elect a rav and nothing more — as written in the protocol.
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The Rebbe circled the words “and with this we come to the second question of who granted them

authority” and wrote:

As above, extremely literally: since several times the protocols that they sent me — not mentioning
— if it is accurate — seemingly someone authorized the committee for the above — what is their
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name? Their strength based on Shulchan Aruch to authorize them? A proof based on Shulchan
Aruch for all this?
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Regarding the phrase in the letter “Primarily!! After all the above, if we sign on the contract with the

rabbanim, upon whom is the obligation to pay the salaries?” — the Rebbe circled the word “Primarily”

and wrote:

How did they not clarify the primary aspect before getting into all of this?! This is a serious matter
and not a game, G-d forbid.

If it is his intention that | decide about all of this, | answered him a number of times — that | am not
issuing a ruling on all this, | am not a side in all this etc. All of my writing about all of this — since the
Shulchan Aruch says in my humble opinion — that the sides have accused each other of the above
(in the previous notes) — so as a resident of the community - it is forbidden to remain silent etc.
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Regarding what they wrote “If our mission and power conclude with signing the contract and the 4sav

rabbanus?!” the Rebbe wrote:

Along with everything involved as obvious
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Regarding the signature at the bottom of the letter “Chairman of the Representatives of the Crown

Heights Community” the Rebbe wrote:

— Based on the protocol — only for electing a rav, and all that is involved, until completion, (2) If
there is no opposite protocol and according to Shulchan Aruch official — from an appropriate date,
and not that they should write it now — this is how it must be in all the documents.

Since it is necessary to forewarn to wildest notions: obviously (1) they can consult with anyone
appropriate for this (and it is proper “and there is salvation with many counselors” etc.); (2) they
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are not authorized at all to appoint and force a ruling on the residents of the community (no matter
who it is).
N?
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In their letter: “The Netzigim of the Crown Heights community present: (1) the notice to the
community in Hebrew; (2) a request from Vaad Rabbanei Lubavitch.”

The Rebbe responded:

Out of his goodness:
1) To indicate this letter’s serial number in this case.

2) To find out from other holy communities, in New York at least, how many gatherings were held
until they elected their rabbanim.

(b) How much time did it take from its beginning to its end.

(c) How many letters and reports did they need for this.
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The Netzigim wrote that the community gathered together, and after the committee of representatives
read aloud the contracts and 4sav rabbanus (letter of rabbinical appointment), the chairman handed the
rabbanim the contracts... They attached to their letter copies of the signed kisvei rabbanus and signed

contracts, together with some mashke from the gathering.
The Rebbe answered:

Thank you.
To be returned.
There is an extra letter in one of the kisvei rabbanus.

All the attached was received and thank you.
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(1) In their letter: “The name of the beis din of the three rabbanim of the community will be Beis Din

Rabbanei Lubavitch — Crown Heights.”

The Rebbe circled the words “Beis Din Rabbanei Lubavitch” and wrote:

?! Completely out of the question
Who conducts in all of them the most arguments and divisiveness possible?!

His name and his mother’s name soon
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(2) In their letter: “(b) We will request a meeting between the Vaad and the Rabbanei Lubavitch to
clarify the situation and the association etc. between the two (if they are two) rabbinical organizations,
and all its implications... (f) To arrange a meeting between the Vaad and the baalei batim who are
connected with slaughtering meat, milk, baking, and suppliers, to arrange payment to the community

fund for (and in exchange for) the supervision of the community beis din.”

The Rebbe circled the words “and the association” and the words “to arrange payment to the

community fund” and wrote:

There is no association as is obvious
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This is dragging out without any end!

I stressed several times that | read the protocol (that he himself wrote) and it explicitly states that
the Netzigim’s authority is to elect a rav / rabbanim for the community (and not seven communal
leaders [“tuvei ha’ir’] at all).

When this matter (and everything associated with it) was completed, their agency was
automatically finished.

The neighborhood has residents who aren’t Lubavitch — so what is the connection of Vaad
Rabbanei Lubavitch (of whom some live outside of the community, and out of the state) to here?!
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A Maaneh on a Letter Regarding the Oholei Torah Building
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Honoring the Lubavitcher Rebbe’s 25" Yahrtzeit

(Originally published 8/21/19)

As many of us try to reflect on the life and accomplishments of the saintly Lubavitcher Rebbe, Rabbi
Menachem M. Schneerson, to help us in becoming better people and better Jews, I'd like to share my
personal feelings:

The Jewish people have survived through the ages—while other civilizations and nations have come
and gone—because of their contributions to mankind. Beginning with Abraham our forefather and on,
Jews have been making the world that G-d created a better place for all of His creations.

One can only be amazed how many thousands of hours of lectures, together with volumes of written
correspondence and books of teachings we have from the Rebbe. The amount of private audiences he
held with countless individuals and how many people he helped.

This was his contribution to the world—a truly selfless leader.

I've always wondered how a public figure as the Rebbe allowed himself to be recorded, videoed and
photographed as much as he was. Wasn’t he afraid of being criticized for what he said or for what he
didn’t say? Wasn't he worried to be caught contradicting himself, especially in the world we live in that is
so judgmental and unsympathetic? The answer, | think, is because the Rebbe spoke the truth and was
consistent, virtues that are extremely rare.

All civilized social systems that are based on just and fair ideas will prosper, survive and benefit
mankind. The Jewish people were given the Torah, upon which our lives are based. That's why we
survived the unspeakable and continue to be a guiding light to the world. Everything the Rebbe did or said
was based first and foremost on Torah—not trying to fit Torah with the world views. This is a fact that is
evident and demonstrable from all of his recorded life and teachings. This is why the Rebbe loved
America, because it was established on the belief in G-d and kindness.

I'd like to share the following passage to illustrate my point. The distinguished author, Nicholas
Lemann, in his book The Promised Land (p. 24), states the reason why the white southern landowners
treated their black southern sharecroppers the way they did:

“Americans are imbued with the notion that social systems proceed from ideas, because that is what
happened at the founding of our country. The relationship of society and ideas can work the other way
around, though: people can create social systems first and then invent ideas that will fulfill their need to
feel that the world as it exists makes sense.”

Jews are not permitted to measure the value of one mitzvah against another mitzvah. In a similar vein,
who am | to comment on the value of the Rebbe’s many campaigns, initiatives and projects. But there are
particular ones that made a special impression on me.

The Crown Heights neighborhood in Brooklyn was very dear to the Rebbe. Preserving the
neighborhood of his saintly father-in-law the Previous Rebbe was one of the reasons. The 1960’s and 70’s
were very turbulent times in America, and urban American cities were in decline. Crime was rampant and
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New York City was called “Fear City.” The Crown Heights neighborhood where the Lubavitch movement
resided was not spared. People were fleeing in the thousands to safer neighborhoods. Long established
Jewish institutions of all denominations were being abandoned.

In 1969, the Rebbe addressed this exodus in public at the farbrengen (chassidic gathering) on the last
day of Passover. He stated his unequivocal position that according to Torah law it was forbidden to move.
This approach was revolutionary at that time. I’'m sure this was not an easy decision for the Rebbe to
make, especially when so many other groups were leaving, property values were collapsing and people
were being terrorized. Over the next few years, the Rebbe suffered much from those followers who did
not listen and from outside instigators. But the Rebbe stood his ground literally and prevailed. Many
politicians later thanked the Rebbe for resisting the temptations to leave Crown Heights. All those who
stayed in Crown Heights, Jews and non-Jews alike, benefited materially and spiritually. Crown Heights
eventually became the Promised Land for both Jews and African Americans. Only the Rebbe, with his
wisdom and vision, could have foreseen what would happen fifty years later; one example of the Rebbe’s
mantra of truth and commitment.

The Rebbe’s love for Israel and all those who fought to protect her knew no bounds. In August of 1976,
a group of injured Israeli soldiers came to visit the Rebbe. The Rebbe spoke to the group in Hebrew, and
afterwards went over to each one of them, personally shaking each of their hands. The organizers recalled
how the group felt the Rebbe’s great empathy and they were very moved by the experience. If | may use
my own words, “The Rebbe gave them a reason to continue living.”

The Rebbe’s campaign to promote the seven Noahide laws demonstrated that he wanted to make the
world at large a better place. With all the violence we currently witness, only a great and caring leader like
the Rebbe could have seen the importance of instilling the fear of G-d into the world.

Every great Jewish leader yearned for the coming of Moshiach and endeavored instilling that feeling
into the Jewish people. The Rebbe would often quote the Hebrew prayers that we say daily, beseeching
G-d for the redemption.

Over forty-four years ago, as a teenager, | heard the Rebbe pleading in public for all to hear, “Where
are the students of the Chofetz Chaim?” Someone had insulted the great Lithuanian Torah scholar, author
and Jewish leader, and since he could not defend himself after his passing, the Rebbe expected his
students to come to his defense. These words still ring in my ears to this day. Amongst decent people it is
accepted that to write or say derogatory things about ordinary people who can’t physically defend
themselves is very disrespectful, to say the least. How much more so regarding a great Torah scholar like
the Rebbe, whose encyclopedic knowledge of the Torah can be compared to Rashi, the primary
commentator of the Written and Oral Torah, and the great Maimonides, of whom it is said, “From Moses
to Moses there was none other like him.” The Rebbe spent his life expounding on the works of these
Torah giants.

Pesach (Philip) Laufer

Crown Heights, Brooklyn
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Letters of the Rebbe

to the Family

Mr. Pesach Laufer’s father receiving Kos Shel Bracha from the Rebbe
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To Mrs. Elisheva Laufer’s grandfather, Rabbi Betzalel Wilschanski, on her birth
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To Mrs. Elisheva Laufer’s father, Rabbi Shimon Sztillerman, on her birth
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To Mr. Pesach Laufer on his Bar Mitzvah
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To Mrs. Elisheva Laufer on her Bas Mitzvah
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To Mr. Pesach Laufer and his wife on their wedding
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To Mrs. Elisheva Laufer’s grandfather, Rabbi Betzalel Wilschanski, on her wedding
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To the Laufers on the birth of a daughter
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To the Laufers on the birth of a son
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To the Sztillerman family on the passing of Rabbi Shimon Sztillerman, Mrs. Elisheva Laufer’s father
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To the Laufers on the birth of a son
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To the Laufers on the upsherenish of their son Betzalel
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To the Laufers on the birth of a daughter
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To the Laufers on the upsherenish of their son Yehoshua Shimshon
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To the Laufers on the birth of their daughter Mushka
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From Mrs. Elisheva Laufer’s grandfather, Rabbi Betzalel Wilschanski, to her and her husband
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Honoring
80 years from the
Rebbe and Rebbetzin’s
arrival in America
28 Sivan, 5701 ~ June 23, 1941



