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For Immediate Release

LUBAVITCHER REBBE SPEAKS OF WOMEN'S MAJOR ROLE
TO CREATE MORAL SOCIETY

NEW YORK (LNS) - "It is the Jewish woman upon whom the sacred
responsibility of ensuring the perpetuation of Torah rests," saidthe
Lubavitcher Rebbe, Rabbi Menachem M. Schneerson, in a recent public

é address.

"Through subtiety and gentle persuasion, woman is uniquely qualified ?
to shape and mold the development of a morally and spiritually sound
society. This begins with her influence on the microcosm of home and
family--of which woman is the main<z /~and extends to the macrocosm we
inhabit," the Rebbe explained.

These remarks were part of an address to several thousand women
representing Jewish communities around the world, at Lubavitch World
Headquarters on Sunday, May 12. The address was the highlight of the 36th
annual Lubavitch Women's Convention which was held May 8-13 in New
York.

The Rebbe referred to G-d's command to Moses, in which He told him

to speak to the Jewish women and men, in that respective order, to prepare
for the receiving of the Torah.

The reason for addressing the women first, explained the Rebbe, is
because the gentle approach women take when communicating a message
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is more effective and persuasive. The responsibility of communicating the
Torah to the Jewish people has therefore been primariy the woman's.
Indeed, it was the women who have and continue to transmit Jewish
tradition and values,from generation to generation.

"The means of communicating and transmitting Torah values is not only
verbal, but also by practice and example. The Rebb talked of mitzvot that
are particularly pertinent to women, among which he elaborated on the
lighting of Shabbat and hﬁliday candles for girls beginning at age three.
pd WO AR on (833) |
p ¥ "By training their daughters tolight candles for Shabbat and Jewish
! ‘festivals, Jewish women ncrease light and warmth in thelr homes, and in
(-r - the world at large.

7

Sy "As we prepare to celebrate the approaching festival of Shavuot,
A which marks the giving of the Torah at Sinai 3,303 years ago," said the
g,} Rebbe, "we must realize that it is not merely an annual commemoration of ?
: )39 [ an historic event, but rather a re-fiving of the event itsglf.~
\ "Thus, this Shavuc . s the Jewish people receive anew and reaffirm

acceptance of the Torah, the women should be first to again assume
" responsibilty for ts perpetuation, through itsstudy and observan@" the
7 Rebbe said. b I~
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

P TIMISTIC.
LUBAVITCHER REBBE POSHTTVE ABOUT

U.S.-ISRAELI RELATIONSHIP

NEW YORK (LNS)--“The United States has always been of the firm convic-
tion that a strong and secure Israel is in its own best interest. This certainly
holds true today,” said the Lubavitcher Rebbe, Rabbi Menachem M.
Schneerson.

Responding to questions from a group of Israeli leaders, the Rebbe
said that in spite of the recent conflicting developments, the United States
remains essentially committed to Israel’s security in a region where she has

é consistently %U.S.’s only reliable ally.

Tloa, Tk I ¢ B bavinor \*xﬂy’ﬁ '?
s ig glbar 46 the United States that Israel’s enemies in the region have
agendas that are contrary to its own. Israel, the only democracy in the region,

is still the only country promoting American interests there.”

“Presidential statements in recent years maintaining that a strong and
secure Israel is vital to American interests in that volatile part of the world,
and indeed to peace in the world at large, are indicative of the longstanding
mutual understanding between Israel and the United States,” the Rebbe
explained.

é)LTOB er 8, 1991

.LNS 712y xw°% 0123 migaxT onon 1°3¥2 I1Dn°W DnvwI 5y 277 DA

It is clear to the US that Israel’s enemies in the region have agendas contrary to its own 21377 DIp»3

It is certain that it is the policy of the US... »277 2n>
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Message frem the Rebbe K"v1%0
Tubhaviteh Intrenational §5

The Responszble Response to Crisis

Al tho holiday of Pmover approaches, and we reflect W of the
4ondm we lenmﬁomthe»udrashthatfour 'ed among the Jews
a8 they approached the sea upon their escape from Egypt. With the Egyptians
o pursumgthemfrombehmd,andthesealoonnng eforethem.eachproposedlts

ownmpmtmhe immediate dij¢tma(> %8
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Ne Onethoughmwouldbebesttompimotheseaand drown so as not to fall
_back into the hands of their oppressors, The second response was to surrender

. their CApLOrs 50 as not to drown. Still others advocated waging war with the
o Ezypnms and, finally, the fourth response was to raise their voices inprayerto -
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: hmdrances lay before them. Though this response seems simple, it-is-byuae ’\S
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e mhplbnm it requires profound faith and trust that G-d will take care
0 tbeobstaclesﬂutatenmgtodxvemhelewsfrmtheugoal

& Th' each ofthc four xesponm is flawed because each shifts the focus away
- fwm the unmedmte goul - to advance towards Sinai for the receiving of the
R _:'Ibrah. Whereas thc defeatist attitudes of the first two responses are obviously "‘\J

., mappmprlam. ﬁﬂuing the enemy, the third resposne, would become a goal in
'melf,audptaya, though certainly approprim . b\
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rdoe it must be coupled with action. el Q@:
: 4 =
| Therefore, Moses' response was simﬂy to go forward with complete trust in ?_;:ST

2

. G-dwaaé-mmm however threatening ey @
© may appear. And indeed, as the Jews followed the advice of Moses and the ‘(

; * example of Nachshon ben Aminadav who jumped into the sea, G-d cleared the
. way forthc Jews to proceed in a great display of Divine miracles. .
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Editorial o » 2

Judaismspeaksnotofanend butof a climax, the apex of time and history with

the coming of Moshiach, Unlike the non-Jewish notion of messianism, which

v impliel a break with the past and the beginning of something entirely new, the

"_‘-‘com:nsnfMushiachwﬂlbethe culmination, the crowning stroke of all of

" humanity’s efforts towards a world of peace and consummate holiness. Thus the

arrival of moshiach hinges critically on the actions of humankind, Through the

' observanoeof theirrespective mitzvot, the Jew and non-Jew make the world more

w “reoepﬂvetoMoshhch. The era of Moshiach, the Talmud says, will be character-
ized by Divine revelations and radical changes that will unravel the world’s

 mysteries and its purpose through the ultimate unity of physical and spiritual.

This then, is the objective. And to pursue an objective meaningfully we need
to have a strong sense of what it i that we are working towards, And to truly care
~ about the goal we need to persist until we see it accomplished.

o Soilt is that ani maamin has been forever on the lips of the Jewish people,
- forever etchad,_ deeply in their consciousness. And so it is that Lubavitch works .
e “‘"mlpmles' illnmine the world with Torah, and to rais; the I ewish awareness é

the FrEalsage

even ih ughhelmrrealized

t\? ; t( f‘l RADDI : A
}2 pubhcly acknowhdged his ermr) points not to any naivite on his part, but
ss real faith whwh found tangible express:on.

| / -j L Iudaed. lieral belief in Moshiach is a fundamental principle of Jewish faith,
q (l M ‘ Mmmonides, lnhismagnumopus defines belief in Moshiach as a categorical im-
perative. which if absent. is akin to apostasy of the entire Mosaic tradition,

'I‘hus,wemusttakeheanandstrengﬁenourfuthmMoshmhs coming. As

* the Rebbe has recently said, what rgfigins to be done now(mustbé accomplished

44 . by!the redemption, with the arrival of Moshiach, May it be imminently in our
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Foreword

* The Jewish people has been so heayily decimated in the past
i cade or two that each of us must be made to count, and to
ownt doubly.”

[From a 1950 interview with the Lubavitcher Rebbe.]

. sider Judalsm in America fifty years ago. To the newly arrived
Jjewish immigrants, America was the land of freedom the land of
opportunity. Having escaped a Europe hostile to Jews and
Judaism, to a country founded on the principles of religious
freedom, Jews would now be free to uphold Judaism,

Freedom in America, however, brought with it many other
possibilities. Here the promise of prosperity was within reach; one

had only to adapt well enough, perhaps by trimming away the
“pecuharmes" that set the Jew apart, and the hunger pangs and
deprivation of the ghettos would be redeemed.

é It was & difficult dilemma confronting Jews in the modern world:

Beckoning them on the o.e hand was a progressive, modern world et B
that viewed Jewish traditions as excess baggage and demanded = .
conformity to new ideas; and on the other hand was the freedomto " ©
carry on these traditions, but to the exclusion of the world at large
where, at best, Jews would be left to survive, isolated within their
own microcosm.

Neither option was very encouraging. Each posed a definite threat
to the eontinuity of Judaism and Jewish life, But it was an
incenspicuous danger threatening Judaism on these welcommg
shuies where the scorned Jew finally found shelter, For while in
sorme parts of the world Jews struggled under repressive regimes
"nat limposed expiicit prohibitions on religious observance, here,

nd in other parts of the Western world, Jewish assimilation was
e d +us, slowly eating away at the fabric of yiddishkeit as it
inzshad with the Jarger culre of the secular environiaent.

.0 mIPWwR D0 YW MYMIRT AnTpan DY 2370 nInan
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Of course, in an ideal sitvation, modernity would seek stability in
_ Torah, and the Jew would find a comfortable environment in this
symbiotic relationship. Realistically, however, this was a far-
fetched dream, wishful thinking of incurable optimists, But to the

Lubavitcher Rebbe, Rabbi Menachem M. Schneerson, the n

leader of the Chabad-Lubavitch movement, this was a vision to be
realized.

Thus, during the course of the last forty one years, the Lubavitcher
Rebbe has set into motion an array of projects and activities, and
has established institutions which would dramatically alter the face
and form of post-war Jewish life, Defving the grim prognosis for
the survival of Judaism in a modern age, the Rebbe’s innovations
have effected a remarkable revival of Jewish tife around the world.

Not only in the United States, but also in Europe, Latin America,
Agia, Afr
the establis

camps and kosher stores, is the triumph of Jewish survival in a
modern world. From El Paso to Anchorage, from Vienna to Perth,
the Chabad-Lubavitch representatives are reassuring evidence of
the viability of Torah Judaism. Their presence is living testimony
to the enduring traditions of our people, testimony that Torah has
not vanished\ along with the ghettos, testimony that in an age of é
microchips and moral relativism, a Jew steeped in the traditions of

our ancestors is not an anachronism.,

And through the long dark decades of communist Eastern Burope,
the light of Torah, albeit hidden, was always kept burning by the
clandestine work of Chabad-Lubavitch Chassidim.

But who are these Chabad-Lubavitch men and women, these
“town criers” who seem to draw their energy from a wellspring of
strength? Who are these yowg men and women, who seek out the
Jewish people in their towns and on the campuses, fanning the
dormant sparks in their souls? Who are they who build
synagogues, schools, and mikvahs? Who are they who speak of

Seven Laws for all people — uniting all humanity under a banner
of Divine morality?

P73 ,WINN 277 MW 2an01 L, aIva nonbn nR DRI oy Yw nwpn agnn by 9217ws
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They are, of course, the shiuchim, the emissaries of the
Lubavitcher Rebbe. They are the men, women and children who
have made it their live’s goal to be partners with the Rebbe in his
life's work of permeating the universe with the warmth, the light
and the wisdom of Torah and its way of life.

The devotion of the shluchim — often newlyweds, sometimes
growing families, who pack their belongings and resettle in
strange or remote places, far from the comforts of family and
familiarity, to respond to the needs of the Jewish communities and
individuals — has touched the heart of many a Jew and completely
changed the lives of countless others.

Dedicated to a common goal — the fruition of the Rebbe’s vision
— the shluchim have made the spiritual and physical quality of
Jewish life for the Jews in their communities first priority. Thus
the lives of the shluchim, their families and children, quite literally
revolve around the needs of others.

The first emissaries of this genre recall the tremendous hardships,
the obstacles and physical difficulties they surmounted as they
é pioneerad the desolate, cold environments which have since been é
transformed into lively Jewish communities. And they know well
the story behind the packed houses, the sprawling pgrounds and
modern facilities of many of the bustling Chabad-Lubavitch
centers around the world: A story of one family’s labor of love,
about endless nights of toil to move several steps forward one day,
falling several steps behind the next; about perseverance and
patience to begin at the kitchen table with one individual and one
letter Aleph; and about the sheer strength of optimism in the face
of heavy odds.

From this labor of love signs of life soon became visible. The
pulse of a nearly decimated Jewish world began throbbing once
again, Chabad-Lubavitch breathed new life into Jewish existence,
and today, some forty years later, there is hardly a Jewish
coramunity in the world that does not have its own Chabad-
Lubavitch center or emissary. )

=
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- Drawing their motivation and guidance from the Rebbe, the
- shluchim communicate with him regularly and follow his

directives. As the numbers of this population has grown
substantially. and their work has divers ied, the need for an annual
Shluchim Conference, to exchange ideas, share some of the trials
and tribulations and fortify one ancther, has become necessary.
More importantly, it offers the Shiuciin opportunity to come as a
family and draw inspiration and blessings from their leader, the
Rebbe, ‘

The idea for this album came from the Rebbe at the last Shluchim
conference. The relationship between the shliach and the Rebbe
runs deep, and the Rebbe relates to his Saluchim much like a father

" to his children. The Rebbe’s interest and insistence that every

single shliach, with every one of his and her children (and their
Chabad-Lubavitch centers) be included in the album, is an
indication of the unique relationship between the Rebbe and his
Shluchim.

* A picture speaks a thousand words, goes the saying. A thousand

pictures, then, speak volumes imore. The faces in this album tell
the story of a post-Holocaust Jewish renaissance. It is a heartening
story that warms the scul and sanctifies the memory of a martyred

~ population,

Chabad-Lubavitch has never been known to rest on its laurels.
This album is not intended as an accolade, but rather as a memento
of inspiration for the Shluchim. More importantly, it is for the
children who will find themselves among the members of this
unusual family album and take pride in their responsibility to

pursue the work of their parents, It is our hope that this album will :

be an inspiration for others as well,

The Editors
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the Ohel. But he is willing to say this
much: “Something happens here that
draws people back again and again.”

He is not talking about Chabad Cha-
sidim.

“It is amazing to see,” he says, “how the
Rebbe continues to impact thousands of

people from the most diverse walks of life,
in profound and personal ways.”

Behind a locked closet door in his small
office is a fax machine that churns out an
average of 700 faxes a day. Every hour or
so, Refson unlocks the door, retrieves the
faxes, and prints out some of the 400
emails that clog his inbox daily. Without
reading them (unless specifically asked to
do so), he carries them over to the Ohel,
where he tears them and throws them in
with the others. It’s a service he provides
for those wanting to convey a message at
the Rebbe’s resting place, but cannot

come themselves.

The gravesites of the righteous are holy
places. But the prayers murmured here,
the bargains struck and the promises ex-
tracted over a simple marker bearing the
name of the Lubavitcher Rebbe, bespeak
a transcendent bond with this tzaddik,
the seventh Rebbe of Chabad-Lubavitch
and the last great spiritual leader of the
Jewish people.

When the pile of shredded notes grows
high, they are burned to make room for
more; if you happen to come soon after,
you’ll see embers of hand-scribbled peti-
tions fluttering around at the foot of the

Rebbe’s headstone.

Under the open sky, in this place called
the Ohel—in Hebrew, a tent, —the tran-
quil air distills a gentle peace and the
promise of kindness for the world-weary
and the eager, the afflicted and the
blessed.
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Over the 24-hour period of the Rebbe’s
yahrzeit, an estimated 25,000 visitors will
arrive here from every part of the world.

The occasion is the yahrzeit, the anniver-
sary of the passing of the Rebbe,

Rabbi Menachem M. Schneerson, of
blessed memory.

As in years past, thousands will wait in
lines for as long as three hours. Instead of
casual chatter that helps pass time on end-
less queues, this one will be noticeably
quiet. An ambient sobriety will set the
tone for a two-minute interlude—an at-
tempt, really, at an encounter between the
living and the soul of the Rebbe.

Because of the high volume of visitors,
groups are allowed in for only a few min-
utes at a time, explained Rabbi Abba Ref-
son, Chabad representative to the Ohel,
as the burial place of the Rebbe and his

predecessor is known.

At other times of the year, there usually
are no lines. The door at 226-20 Francis
Lewis Boulevard opens 24 hours a day to
a sparsely furnished room where visitors
can situate themselves in a contemplative
space before making their way to the back-
yard—now a huge tent, which leads out to
the cemetery grounds and to the Ohel.

People come at all hours for every con-
ceivable reason. Some come to unload,

some to give thanks and ask for blessings.

For many, the Ohel is a place they come
to for solitude and personal reflection.

Mostly Jewish people, but Gentiles come
as well. Before entering the Ohel, they
may sit down on a bench at one of the
long tables in the tent, in undisturbed in-
trospection, and write a note about what-
ever it is that brings them here. Once
inside the Ohel, they will tear their note
and drop it in among all the others.

Praying at the burial place of the right-
eous is a Jewish tradition dating back to
Joseph who solicited his mother’s inter-
vention on his behalf, say the sages, when
he passed her grave on his way down to

Egypt.

The custom presumes a spiritual or reli-
gious faith, yet it is not unusual for self-
professed non-believers to make their way
here.

“There are people who come here saying
that they really don’t believe,” said Ref-
son. “But then they come back.”

Of the thousands who come to the Ohel
every week, a few high-profile individuals
do so anonymously.

Rabbi Refson is wary of drawing media
attention to this spiritual haven. The na-
ture of the experience is private.

Refson works hard to keep it that way and
is generally reticent about what goes on at
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about the boldness of his vision: the
Rebbe as a restorer of lost goods.

Maybe that helps to explain why when he
gave, one received in dignity. Because in
giving, the Rebbe validated the other.
“Here, take this, it is yours,” was the mes-
sage implicit in the Rebbe’s every restora-
tive act. It was an act communicated in
unaffected trust, ennobling and empow-
ering in its simplicity.

During the last decade of his life, the
Rebbe spent the better part of every Sun-
day greeting each one of thousands of in-

dividuals who came for a moment of per-
sonal contact with him. These Sundays
were recorded on video, and are exquis-
itely illustrative of his focus on the indi-
vidual. Our destiny lies not in some
grand, general idea, the Rebbe seemed al-
ways to suggest, but in the particular acts
of repair that each of us can effect. Surely,
this is the impetus for the projects devel-
oped by his Shluchim and the high goals
they set for themselves: every Jewish child
reached, every yeshiva building built, each
a work of restoration free to stand in its

own cause.

AT THE OHEL

In the later years of his life, the Lubavitcher
Rebbe’s visits to the resting place of his prede-
cessor at the Old Montefiore Cemetery in
Queens became more frequent. After the pass-
ing of his wife in 1988, with whom he lived
on President Street in Crown Heights, these
twice or thrice weekly excursions to Cambria

Heights were almost the only reason he ever
left his office at 770 Eastern Parkway.

Accompanying the Rebbe was an oversized
brown paper bag filled with hundreds of letters
that came to him daily. Many were letters so-
liciting his advice; most were requests for bless-
ings of one kind or another. Here, at the resting

place of Rabbi Joseph 1. Schneersohn, the

Chabad leader who had passed away in 1950,
the Rebbe would pray for the people secking his

blessings.

Apart from that, no one really knows what
transpired during the long, private hours the
Rebbe dedicated to this practice.

But since his own passing in 1994, the Rebbe’s
resting place alongside his predecessor has be-
come a polestar for the prayers of ordinary peo-
ple, now carrying their own bags, as it were,
bursting with the variety of mortal angst.

At 226-20 Francis Lewis Boulevard, in
Cambria Heights, Queens, a small, single
story cape house on a tree-lined residen-

tial street, preparations are in high gear.
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To his critics, this seemed a bizarre way of
reaching out to Jews. They claimed it had
no enduring impact. Better, they said, in-
vite the alienated Jew to a lecture on G-d
and faith, educate him or her of their mis-
taken views, and perhaps the mitzvahs
will follow.

Indeed, many of the Jewish organizations
that would later proceed to emulate the
outreach work of Chabad had the idea to
improve on it. They would begin their ef-
forts, which they referred to as kiruv re-
chokim, Hebrew for “drawing the far
near,” with theological discussions before
inviting one to do a mitzvah.

But the Rebbe resented the term. There
is no such thing as a “far” Jew, he said.
And we have no right to withhold a mitz
vah from another. His method called to

the Torah’s

(Deuteronomy) that says that if you see your

mind commandment
friend’s lost belongings, you must return
them to their owner. It is a straightfor-
ward mitzvah, but it is prefaced by the
words, “If you see...” because you can only
fulfill this mitzvah if you see the lost
goods.

The Rebbe saw—often where others failed
to see—the Jewish soul. And maybe that
was why he disagreed with those who
wanted to wax philosophical before offer-
ing one the opportunity to do a mitzvah.

For implicit in such an approach is that
something new is being gifted to another,
yet there was no such presumption in the
Rebbe’s outreach. One does not need an
elaborate introduction to what is essen-
tially hers. Just tell her about the Shabbos
candles, the Rebbe seemed to be saying,
and she will recognize the mitzvah as her
own.

The mitzvah in Deuteronomy continues
to say that if you do not know who the
owner is, take the property home and
guard it until it is claimed. It is a mini-
mum courtesy the Torah expects of us.

But in our analogy, the Rebbe could not
wait for the owner to come claim his lost
possessions. Hence his Shluchim around
the world who are dedicated to fulfilling
the Rebbe’s vision—to finding the people
and restoring to them their lost posses-
sions.

The scope of Chabad-Lubavitch is wide,
its activities are varied and comprehensive
and gain strength from day to day. Reflec-
tions on the man and leadership that in-
spired this phenomenon are the object of
much conjecture and will continue to
yield an inexhaustible variety of insights,
as varied and many-layered as was the ex-
perience of his presence. But ten years
since his passing, we submit a sobering al-

ternative to the dramatic speculations
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TEN YEARS LATER

The occasion of 10th yahrzeit (3 Tamuz)
of the Lubavitcher Rebbe, Rabbi Men-
achem M. Schneerson, has generated
media coverage examining the vitality of
Chabad-Lubavitch. It is newsworthy espe-
cially because the facts speak contrary to
predictions of 10 years ago, by nearly all
those commenting on the future—or the
absence of any future—for Lubavitch after
the Rebbe’s passing.

The reports speak of a lively momentum
that drives Lubavitch today, keeps young
couples motivated to seek appointments
to new outposts, and daily enlarges the
scope of Chabad activities, affirming the
strength of the movement as a vital factor
of Jewish life and continuity.

We point to this not in heady triumph,
but from a place of quiet reverence. After
ten years, the uncertain becomes clearer
and instinctive responses give way to more
thoughtful interpretation. The long vi-
sion of retrospect allows us to discern be-
yond the obviously astonishing, and
appreciate in more reasoned terms the
striking success of Chabad-Lubavitch. Al-
ways, these reflections point toward the
Rebbe, whose influence and inspiration
continue to be felt.

In pondering the apparent paradoxes of
the Rebbe, we recognized him as a mystic
of the highest order engaged in the con-
cerns of the mundane and the masses.
We wondered at his ability to negotiate a
peace between the extremes of heaven
and earth, self and other, spirit and mat-
ter, and shrink the chasm that divides.
But considering the trajectory of his lead-
ership and its reverberations ten years
hence, these images fall short. There is a
desire to dig deeper, to parse the obvious
and uncover the subtext of this story.

One of the most salient features of the
Rebbe’s outreach program was the mitz-
vah campaign. The idea, to approach any
Jew, no matter how uninvolved and
unidentified he or she was, with the offer
of a mitzvah, was launched in 1967 with
the tefillin campaign, and then in 1970s
with mezuzah, tzedaka, and Shabbos can-
dles. Many more would follow, and the
mitzvah mobiles would soon become
ubiquitous fixtures on street corners in
many a city, as would the yeshiva students
who walked up to strangers with the ques-
tion: Are you Jewish? It wouldn’t take
long before the stranger found himself
with the tefillin bound around his arm,

reciting the Shema.
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PREFACE

Last week, only a few days before the wedding of our children Eli and Shaina, the Jewish community at
large marked the 18" yahrzeit of the Lubavitcher Rebbe, Rabbi Menachem M. Schneerson, of blessed

memory.

As we—the parents of Eli and Shaina—were growing up, the Rebbe was very much at the center of our lives.
It is difficult to describe those blessed years in the living presence of an individual who truly walked with
G-d. Today we recall wistfully the daily glimpses of the tzaddik who showed us how to see beyond the horizon;
the frequent opportunities we had to ask advice of this giant who moved us to grow, sometimes by breathtaking
leaps; the humbling privilege we had to receive his personal blessings that empowered us to uncover possibilities
within ourselves. And those precious moments of direct eye-contact with the Rebbe—sustaining moments in
which the Rebbe made me (and probably every one of the countless individuals who met his gaze) feel that I

really count, that the world is not complete without my contribution.

At this time of tremendous joy and anticipation, Dovid and I share the hope with Alti and Sorele that we
have succeeded to imbue Eli and Shaina with a measure of the energy we took from the Rebbe, and that his
blessings and guidance will sustain them in their lives together as they build a home, a sanctuary, upon the

time-honored foundations of Jewish life and Torah in the spirit of the Rebbe’s teachings.

I began to write for Merkos/Machne, the educational and social services divisions of the Rebbe, around
1987. After the his passing, the desire to convey something of the experience of life in the courtyard of the
Rebbe, as it were, prompted me to write many essays and editorials which were featured in the Lubavitch In-
ternational newspaper, and the lubavitch.com website. In honor of our children’s wedding, I've selected two
to reprint here. The first of these was published on the 10™* anniversary of the Rebbe’s passing, in 2004. The
second one is about the time-honored custom of wvisiting the Rebbe’s resting place—a custom that many brides

and grooms, among others, keep to—as did Shaina and Eli before announcing their engagement.

On the Hebrew side of this booklet are copies of the Rebbe’s handwritten editorial comments/changes to
press releases and Rebbe’s Messages that I wrote around 1990-1991. As well, are selected essays in Hebrew
that my husband Dovid Olidort wrote for B’or HaChasidut, a journal of Chasidic thought, on a variety of
themes, and a small excerpt from the memoirs of Eli’s great grandfather, Reb Yisroel Olidort, who survived

communist Russia as a G-d fearing, practicing Jew.

Baila Olidort




