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BLESSINGS TO OUR GRANDCHILDREN
MENACHEM MENDEL AND MUSHKA RAPOPORT

In celebration of the auspicious day of your chassuna, dear Menachem Mendel and Mushka, we
present you with a gift - priceless beyond measure. This colorful compilation of interesting material
is from the archives of your Zeidy Mindel - reflecting the holy work he merited to do for our Rebbeim
- the Frierdiker Rebbe and the Rebbe over the many decades he served them so faithfully and
humbly.

The material in this teshura is but a glimpse into various aspects of the HISTORY OF CHABAD IN
AMERICA - since its inception in 1940, with the arrival of the Frierdiker Rebbe to the USA, and over
the next five decades.

Part of this very unique history is the ground-breaking children’s monthly magazines, TALKS AND
TALES (English) and SHMUESSEN MIT KINDER (Yiddish) which your Zeidy Mindel wrote during the
course of over forty five years. Each and every article in the Talks and Tales had the distinction of the
Rebbe’s careful editing before going to print each month. You will see the Rebbe’s notations on a
sample of some of these articles, as well as letters relating to Zeidy’s literary works.

A substantial part of the history of Chabad in America includes also the well known
CORRESPONDENCE of the Rebbe, which he entrusted to your Zeidy Mindel, his personal secretary.
People from all backgrounds the world over corresponded with the Rebbe in many languages and
the Rebbe, in turn, answered their letters in four languages - English, Hebrew, Yiddish and Russian.
Here you will notice some of these letters in the making - with the Rebbe’s careful and exacting
notations in different stages of preparation, before the final draft was ready to be signed by the Rebbe
and sent to the correspondent. Some of the Rebbe’s notations are also written on the original letter
which the correspondent sent to the Rebbe and entrusted to Zeidy.

Zeidy was also sent on a number of fascinating missions by the Rebbeim - and material relating to
these missions is included here as well.

The Rabbeim considered Zeidy Mindel their dear friend - addressing personal letters to him in a
warm and caring manner, some of which are included here. The Rebbe gifted Zeidy with a siddur and
inscribed it with his warm personal wishes.

We wish you, our dear grandchildren - Menachem Mendel and Mushka, heartfelt mazel tov wishes
on this special day and give you our blessings for a long, happy and meaningful life together, with the
fulfillment of the Rebbe’s brochos in their entirety for you and yours.

You are both blessed with exemplary parents and grandparents who have been devoting their
lives to the shlichus of the Rebbe and who have shown you a clear path to follow, Baruch Hashem. May
you emulate them in your life’s shlichus together and go from strength to strength.

We are so proud of your parents dear Mushka - our beloved children, Rabbi Shmuel and Tzippy
Mann - who have served the greater community of VENETIAN AND SUNSET ISLANDS in Florida with
such devotion and self-sacrifice, reaping B”H blessed fruit. May they enjoy many and increased
blessings physically and spiritually in all their work and Yiddisher chasidisher nachas from all their
children.

With love and blessings,
ZEIDY AND BUBBY - SHALOM BER and FRIDA SCHAPIRO
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By the @race of G-d
Erev Purim, 5734
Brooklyn, N,Y.-

Miss Chava'Frieda Mindel
238 E. Walnut Street
Long Beach, N.Y.

Blessing and Greeting:

This is in reply to your letter, in which you asked my
advice concerning the continuation of your studies.

Generally speaking, it is not advisable to change schools
in the middle of the term, especially when the greater part of
the school year has already passed - unless there are compelling
reasons connected with matters of Yiras Shomayim.

With regard to next year, however, the approach should be
the same as in all cases and matters of Torah and Kedushaj; the
more Torah and Yiras Shomayim, the better.

Therefore you should choose that school which is permeated,
in the greater degree, with Yiras Hashem and Ahavas Hashem.

At this time, on the eve of Purim, I trust you will remember
that women had an important share in the Miracle of Purim., As
you know from the Megillah, Esther's role was not a secondary
one, but a leading one. This is further emphasized by the fact
the Megillah is not named after Mordechai or anyone else, but
after Esther exclusively. Every detail in Torah is a teaching
in itself, just as "Torah" in general means "instruction." The
Alter Rebbe said n>n33 x°n naann , therefore its teachings
are everlasting and always timely for every Jewish daughter,
everywhere and at all times. I trust the festival of Purim will
be a great inspiration to you, to follow in the path of the
Torah and Mitzvoth even to the extent of wp3 na°on , which
really involves no more than 11370 ni*on , for wh3d and 17137
are synonymous.

Wishing you a happy and inspiring Purim,

With blessing [W\QL&V\\W
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Mr, and Mrs, Philip Newman
21 Supple Road
Roxbury, Mass.

Greetings and Blessing:

I was pleased to hear of you through Rabbi Simpson.
I was expecially gratified to hear of the care and de-
votion you are giving to the upbringing and Yeshivah.edu-
cation of your children, irrespective of €ifficulties.

The proper upbringing of Jewish children has always
been the greatest concern of Jewish parents. WNowadays,
after the terrible upheavals in the world and -~the per-
plexities besetting the youth, with harmful influences
from outside, it is a vital necessity to give the children.
the proper Jewish educatilon, and no sacrifices can be
too great.

Especial care must be taken with regard to young. child~
ren. For education is like the planting of a seed. The
slightest defect in the seed, the like of which_in the grown
tree would be of little consequence, assumes major proportions
in the case of the seed, to the extent of crippling the tree
that is to grow from it. . .

May the Almighty give you lots of Nachas, Yiddish
Nachas, from your children, and amply reward you for the
sacrifices you meke to give them a Torah-true education.

With blessing/},vl %@2907
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8y the Grace of -4
19th of Adar, 5721
Brooklyn, H. Y.

Mr. & Mrs. Newman
21 Supple R4.

~ Roxbury, Masg.

Greeting and Blessing:

It was very gratifying to me to hear about your good
activities in your work for Chinuch Al Taharas ha-Xodesh.
I hope and pray thet you will continue to carry on your
good work wilth an evergrowing measure of success, and in
good health and contentment. Your accomplishments in
the past will surely stimulate you to lncreased efforts
in the future and you will serve as an inspiring example
tc others. :

Needless to say, the Mitzvah of Ahavas Yisroel, especially

as 1t is expounded in Chassidus, ls one of the most basic
foundations of our Jewish way of life. It is known that

the Baal Shem Tov sald thet G-d's love for each and every
Jew 1s infinitely greater than the love of parents for thelr
one and only child born to them in thelr old age, and it is
the privilege and duty of every Jew to do everything possible
to bring G-d's children closer to thelr Father in Heaven, &and
never glve anyone up Zs lost.

Having just celebrated the happy Festival of Purim, I trust
that it has brought a new measure of inspiration and Joy to

you and to your work, including also the great cause of the
religious Released Time Program, and may the ranks of those

who help grow, and the forces of opposition diminish until
there is a complete reversal from darkness to light and triumph,
in the words of the Megilillah "ind for the Jews there was light,
joy, ladness and glory."

Hoping to hear sood news from you always,

With blessing
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S5th of Iyar, 5721 ’
Brooklyn, N. Y.

The Newman Family 2
21 Supple Reoad ’
Roxbury, Mass.

Greeting and Blessing:

I was pleased to receive your letter of Rosh Chodesh Iyar, in

which you write your experience of a "chance" meeting with a Jewish . B
girl, and the far-reaching results that it has led to in bringing

her closer to her Jewish heritage. It is gratifying to note that

you did not fail to see in this the intervention of the Divine

Providence which extends to each and every one individually.

You will also be encouraged to see how every Jewish person, no
matter how far estranged from the Jewish sources, is yet sensitive
and responsive to the proper influence. I hope this will encourage
you in your good work to exercise your utmost influence in this
direction.

As we are now in the days of Sefirah, it is well to bear in mind
that these days also emphasize the above lesson in regard to the
great Sage, Rabbi Akiba and his disciples. For you surely know the
story of Rabbi Akiba, who had 24,000 students, all of whom, un-
fortunately, died during the period of Sefirah, and, as our Sages
relate, "The world was desolate." However, subsequently, Rabbl
Akiba had five students, and these five individuals Yaid the founda-
tion for the whole future of the Mishna and Talmud, and thus en-
sured the survival of our people. This story which our Sages re-
corded for a purpose, namely, that we should learn something from
it in our own daily life, emphasizes the importance of every in-
dividual in the survival of our heritage, for no one can tell whether
the particular individual Jewish child, boy or girl, may be one -of
such five students as Rabbi Akiba had. :

Your experience should also serve as a complete rebuttal of those

who oppose or are indifferent to such work as the Release Hour,
minimizing the effect that one hour a week can have on a child, and .
at the same time making all sorts of false calculations to discourage
making contact with Jewish children, for the sole effect of such an
attitude is simply to deprive Jewish children from the only opportunity
they may have to make contact with Jewish life.

May G-d bless you in your good work and influence, and may you go
from strength to strength. Hoping to hear goodupews from you always,

With blessing,

“
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By the Grace of G-d
28nd of Iyar, 5721
Brooklyn, N. Y.

Mrs. Miriam Newman

.n'.f
21 Supple Road

Roxbury, Mass. ;N2NOY IDNN7 NINVN

Blessing and Greeting: NT7INN 01 0'7ININ7 NTIN

Thank you for your letter of April 28th. <In the mean-
time, you have no doubt received my letter in reply
to your previous writing.

With reference to the paper on "Circumcision'" entitled
The Beautiful Jewish Baby Boy is Born, it was only a
few days ago that the article was given to me. I ex-
pressed my comments and observations regarding this
paper to Rabbi Hecht, who no doubt has conveyed same

to you. May G-d grant that this, too, contribute to
the efforts to strengthen and spread érue Torah-Yiddish-
keit everywhere, including your community, along with
your other activities in this field, especially in
pehalf of the Jewish children.

Hoping to hear good news from you always,

#ith blessing,

By /«n;;ﬁu ///(4/: AL
- RDMRIO 7HIN T

WIMINING
Brooklyn 13, N.'Y. PNPIRE TIWLOR T70 |
T 3 ; 23 Php
HYacinth 3-9250
By the Grace of G-d
27th of Njissan, 5722
Brooklyn, N.Y,
Mr, and Mrs, M., Newman F- 5

21 Supple Road
Roxbury, Mass.

Greeting and Blessing:

I appreciate the good wishes and sentiments, on the
occasion of my birthday, which reached me on Chol Haliced.
ly acknowledgment therefore had to be pos tponed until after
Yom Tov.

As our Sages declare on the basis of the Torah, "he
who blesses others is h#fuself blessed of G-d;" may you an
yours be blessed with 1 good. Your work to strengthen
Yiddishkeit at the root, namely, the education of the young,
which will bear good fruits and fruits of fruits for genera-
tions to come, will stand you in good stead to hawe much
Nachas from your own dear ones, in good health and for long

life.

s i - /] ¢
With blesung.,y,y\\:a“:ﬁ \,}'f‘x,-“\’\f!.‘;i"'_!.». s
i ~ :

I | S S S A
4
N
w

4

A

- I



m

A

A

S R"PWN NIV N — VNODT P NPWNN DTIVH DRI SB PN DAnYn INen "o

5w MPIPHRNT MYAIST DYIND . LMD PN AN DY’ )

NI7IVO ND'WIA NP VIoIn N7W N7 1Wp2

RABBI MENACHEM M. SCHNEERSON
Lubavitch IIRDIRIW 271090 1N

770 Eastern Parkway VIMINING
Brooklyn 13, N. Y.
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HYacinth 3-9250 R N L]

~By the Grace of G-d
Erev Shovuoth, 5723
Brooklyn, N, Y,

Mr, and Mrs. . , Newmsn
21 Supple Road
Roxbury, Mass,

Greeting and Blessing:

I was pleased to receive a report of the Lag B'Omer
gathering and children's parade, and about your helpful work
in this connection, ‘

. At this time, before Shevuoth, the Season of our receiv-
ing the Torah, I send you my good wishes for an insdring festi~
val, and to receive the Torah with joy and inwardness.

"_/" ,"
With blessing "MMV\MW\ :

P.S. The following remark is addressed to Mrs. Newman parti-
V' , cularly. I have read the, press reports about the activi-
Yhsdvi ties of theYP,T,A, etc.,” and while I have noticed various
names mentioned in connection with this good work, I was
surprised not to see your name mentiomed, Inquiring about
this omfission, I was informed that since you edit these
press releases etc.,, you have been omitting your name. Need-
less to say, modesty is a very fine quality, especially as
it is explained in the teachings of Chassidus, However,
there are timés when modesty may be out of place, and this
is a case in point, For,the mention of your name, will
surely encourage your friends to follow your example, I
trust, therefore, that in the future youwill change your
policy in this matter, and although it might het be in keep~
ing with your character and sense of true modesty, I hope you
will do it for the benefit of the cause,

Shaloh :p"1nd1 9DIN " IDTX "D
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RABBI MENACHEM M. SCHNEERSON
Lubavitch
770 Eastern Parkway
Brocklyn 13, N. Y.

HYacinth 3-8250

Mrs., Miriam Newman
60 Tennis Rd, “
Mattapan, Mass.

Blessing and Greetings,

After not having.heard

INRTIIRIW 27100 1mn
WHMWIRAING

PPPIRE PWBOR 770
R L4 hi bl

By the Grace of G-d

27th of Shevat, 5724
Brooklyn, N. Y. :

from you for a long time, although

I.have been inquiring after you through mutual friends from
time to time, I was pleased to see your husband at the Far-

brengen.

<

Thank you very much for your letter of the 2lst of Shevat.
flthough I receive periodic reports about the work of the
Shaloh in your community, it is not the same as receiving
direct and firsthand information., It is gratifying to hear
about this work, and. especially about your growing participa-
tion which, I understand, has been adiinspiration to others.,

I appreciate also your taking the trouble to send me the

various enclosures which certainly reflect the progress of
the work. I trust that whatever drawbacks there may have been
have been completely removed, and that the work will continue
to enjoy a steady pace of growth and expansion. Cextainly
you and your coworkers, who have been the initiators of this

work and continue to be the

stimulating spirit behind it, have

a great and everlasting Zechus, which will stand you and yours
in good stead, to be blessed by G-d in every respect,

It is possible that you have already seen my Chanukah
message to Chabad women, among whom I certainly consider you
in a prominent place. However, I enclose, nevertheless,
another copy, of which you will always be able to make good

With blessing M“QX‘/Q\N\W

use,
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By the Grace of G-d
3rd of Iyar, 5725
Brooklyn, N, Y,

Mr, & Mrs. P, H., Newman

ot"'r1
60 Tennis Road

Mattapan, Mass, ;NITNM NPTRNA NTNI7IVO TV
Greeting and Blessing: 9"nNN7 NId12

After not hearing from you for a long
time, I received your letter of the 26th
of Nissan. When visiting the holy resting
place of my father-in-law of saintly memory,
I will remember your sons in prayer, for
the fulfillment of their needs,

Your activities to spread and strength-
en Yiddishkeit in your community, and es-
pecially through the Release Time program
in Boston, activities which I trust you will
continue in a growing measure, will surely
stand you and yours in good stead to have
true Nachas, which is Yiddish Chassidish
Nachas, from each one of your children, and
from all of them together,

HNEERSON RITWRIE 27710 1Wmn

- wRMRING
With blessingkwq_ zﬁ)lﬁﬂﬂq k.

TIPIND TWBDWR TI0
& Lphpea

" By the Grace of G-d
1llth of Nissan, 573
Brooklyn, N.Y.

Mr, & mrs, Pesach Chaim Newman
60 Tennis Road
Mattapan, Mass., 02126

Greeting and Blessing:

On the occasion of the forthcoming
Yom-Tov Pesach, I send you my prayerful
wishes that the Festival of OQur Freedom
bring you and yours true freedom, free-
dom from anxiety material and spiritual,
from anything which might distract from
serving G-d wholeheartedly and with joy,
and to carry over this freedom and joy
into the whole year.

Wishing you and yours a kosher and
happy Pesach,

R
L
Cordially ‘?\4\;,&@\,@%%\

Your letter was duly received,
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By the Grace of G-d
27th of Marcheshvan, 5726
Brooklyn, N. Y.

Jewish Institute For Brides & Grooms
5200 Cote St. Catherine #7
Montreal, P.Q., Canada

Greeting and Blessing:?

Your letter reached me with some delay. Thank you
very much also for the enclosures dealing with your acti-
vities and programs,

I hope that you are making efforts not only to main-
tain your activities in high gear, but also to extend them
from time to time. For, needless to say, a marriage in
Jewish life is an ingitution which is called Binyan Adei
Ad - an "everlasting edifice". And in order that it should
be so, it is necessary that everything connected with a
marriage of a bride and groom should be in full compliance
with the instructions of our Torah, which is called Toras
Chaim, because it is not only the source of everlasting
life in the Hereafter, but also the true guide in life on
this earth, The analogy of a marriage to an "everlasting
edifice" is not merely a figure of speech, but there is an
important idea and instruction in it. It is that just as
in the case of any structure, the first and most important
thing is to ensure the quality and durability of the founda-
tion, lacking which all the efforts put into the walls and
roof and decorations, etc., would be of no avail, and so it
is in regard to a Jewish marriage which, first of all, must
be based on the foundation of the Torah and Mitzvoth, then
follows the blessing of the joy and rejoicing of the beloved
couple for the rest of their life.

In view of the above, it is also clear that there is
a standing obligation upon everyone to help a bride and
groom to establish such an everlasting edifice, and it would
be totally unjustified to think that it is a matter of their
own personal life, in which no one has a right to interfere.
—Surely when one sees someone bent on harming herself or him-
amd Tulniself, or about to do something which might lead to self des-
Adns truction, G-d forbid, one will not consider it "interference"
or "encroachment" to try to prevent that person from harming
himself, Similarly, when there is an opportunity to help
someone with a lasting benefit, surely it is an elementary
duty so to do, how much more so where the benefit is a truly ever-
lasting one, ‘

I send you my prayerful wishes to continue your good
work in helping young couples tc establish truly Jewish
homes, homes that are illuminated with the light of the
Torah and Mitzvoth, above all with the observance of the
laws and regulations of Taharas Hamishpocho., May you do
so with deep inspiration and with ever growing Hatzlocho.

With blessing’m%ﬂj’%‘d’h
and their children :7"'n21 9'DIN " IDTN "D
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RABBI 1. SCHNEERSOHN
OF LUBAWITZ

770 EASTERN PARKWAY
BROOKLYN. N. Y.

e 2s1e May 12th, 1941.

The Honorable Consul of the United States,
Montreal, Que.,
Canada.

Dear Sir:

This is to certify that Nisons MINDELIS (Nissan Mindel) has
been engaged in the capacity of secretary to the Hierarchy of the Chabad
denomination, of which I am head and Chief Rabbi, for about three years,
and is still engaged in this capacity.

Because of the high standard of his education, both in the re-
ligious and secular spheres (ha qualifications of an ordained
Rabbi and also holding the B. degrees of an Znglish University),

i ledge of languages and his general mental aptitude and fine
£ especially well suited for his position,
has given every satisf n, carrying out his duties perfectly and
conscientiously.

Poland to
J. S. Consul
r's visa for
£ ¢, arriving
her
Mr. Nisons Mindelis has since obtained extension of his stay in
this country on the grounds that his services were still required by the
Hierarchy, and he is now desirous of making his permanent home in this
free and blessed country.

present salary is $35.00 per week, and has been progressive.
His posit as far as the Hierarchy is concerned, is secure, for his
qualific could not be better and more suited. Thus I am quite sure
that he never become a public charge.

His character is of the finest and he has endeare himself to
all that he came in contact with. I ; immediate
family as well as his wife's family, D : t
followers of the Chabad denomiration.
would never, and under no circumstanc
that might be inimical or detrimental

government.

In view of the aforesaid, I respectfully beg you to kindly grant
him en immigration visa that he may become a good and useful citizen of
the United States.

Very trgly yours,

/f'afdi( s

SWORN TC BEFORE Mi THIS
OF MAY, 194 '
GRORGFE ¥ B
Notary Prhlic
Kings U=
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Adar 22, 5728
March 22, 1968

The Jewish Press
24927 urf Avenue
Brooklyn, F.Ye.

Dear Hirs

In your iswue of today's date, there appears an article on pe

15, under the cantion "Let My People Go -~ The “tory of Passover,"

by Lro Gartenberg, e are amazed to find thot this is a

reproduction - word for word and paragraph for paragraph « from
“to

our t publication, The Complete ry of Passover, by
Ninsﬁﬁnﬁfﬁggr. ' '

Needless to say, in addition to this being a most unethical
practice, tn say the least, it is also a clear infringement of
our copvyright,

Inasmich as this sort of thing has happened before in your
Weekly, we are Smpelled to reiterate our insistence that you
respect our conyright material and under no circumstances use
:nydof our material without first obtaining our permission

o do so. .

If you wish to continue the said story in your publication,
zou may do so only if due credit is given to the source, namelys
By snecial parmission of the Merkes L'Inyonei Chinuch, Inc.,

from The Complete Story of Passover, by Nlssan Mindel."

e are not greparsd to tolerate any further infringement of
our copyrighted nublications, '

“incexely yours,

Rabb{ M. A, Hodakov
Nirector
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N'7UND (NN TInya 017N
Dear Mr. Perrin:

It has come to ry attention that Anash in NN DIDTnI7 nﬁ)lNT W"]N Iwanwo

Englend plan to reprint the Tenya with the "
English translation. I do not eow exactly O"IDTN "D NNAINA 722X DI DY
who is in charge of this project, but I be-

Lieve you are Yacing da msiive gart iudt, VLNV IDD WP X7INTD IVTINT

I trust you know that I hold copyright to ”l]DIﬂU D'aNonn n9|7n 0l

the translation of the first part of the
T%& with Introduction, end that the capy-
right is still in force. I do not recall
having been approached for permission to
use this copyright, or heving given it
either in writing or orally. Plezsge bring
this matter to the attention of those who
are in cha:‘ge of the project, if such & for all ages in twelve languages
project is indeed seriously considered.

With kindest regards,
3incerely yours,

Nispan Mindel

Directars Rabbi N. Sudak
Rabbi I, H. Sufrin

Lubavitch Publications Lubavitch House 109-115 Stamford Hill London N16
Telephcne 01:800:0022

23rd Sivan 5731

Rabbi Nissan J., Mindel
238, Fast Walnut Street.,
Long Beach, M. Y. 115€l.

Dear Rabbi Mindel % ,

Your letter of the 15th Sivan was passed on to me by

Mr, Dov Ber Perrin ¥ . With regard to the pointis raised
therein, you ere correct in stating that it is the Anash
of England who are participating in this project, therefore
there is no single person in charge.

When the Rebbe shlita gave us instructions to reprint the
Tanya with a page by pege English translation, we, perhaps
mistekenly, took it for granted that there would be no
further need for us to ack Kehot Publieation Society or
yourself for the rights to print. Apropes, when T spoke

to you several weeks ago telephonically, you made wo
mention of the points made in your letter.

However, as you are the holder of the copyright Yo the
translstion and Invroduction of the first part of Tanysa,

T formally ask for your written consent to enable us to

uge your work for our edition, I believe I made mention

of the fact that the American spelling will be substituted
by the English, and that the mistakes which currently

appear, will be corrected. Also, that references will be
made to the individual translators at the appropriate peints.

As you are awars, we have been requested to complete this
project as socon as possible, therefore I trust you will
treat this as a matter of urgency.

Yours sincerely, ; R
DOV BAR  TERRIN } ’6 ’}/ﬂrﬂmw
LTCHORON 2VI  GURMAN . & ?‘({ﬁiéﬁé%?x ]

{wiise ]

.

¢.c. The Lubavitcher Rebbe shlita.
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Harch 25th, 1943.

To the Jowish Commmities
in South Ameriea,

Greebingss

This is to introduce to you Rabbi Kissen J. Mindel ,
Executive Secretary of the Nerkos L'Inyonei Chinuch, who is
visiting South American Jewish commmnities for the purpose of
making a study of the religious educatiom end traiming of
Jewish ohildren im those commmnities.

We shall greatly appreciate every courtesy extended
to him to onable him to get personally sgquainted with the
Jowlsh religion classes and schools, teachers and teaching
nethods, ourriocula and textbooks, and other matters pertain-
ing to the religious education and training of the Jowish
children in your worthy community.

This information is greatly desired by our statistiow
al department, as well as with & view to possibly making the
feoilities of our organizatiom available to you for the bensfit
of your c¢hildren.

With Torah grestings,

Very sincerely yours,

Rabbi Kendel Schneersolm,
Chairpan, Exeoutive Committee

RMS302
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By the Grace of G-d
In the ""Three Weeks, " 5736
Brooklyn, N,Y.

Mr. Yehuda Stulman
870 United Nations Plaza
New York, N,Y, 10017

Greeting and Blessing:

Our esteemed mutual friend, Dr. Nissan Mindel, upon returning
from overseas, has conveyed to me your kind regards.

I was pleased to hear from you, especially in this period of the
year when reaffirmation of mutual friendship among Jews is particularly
timely. For, as you surely know, the Three Weeks (from the Fast of
17th of Tammuz through that of 9th of Av) are associated with the Des-
truction of the Beis Hamikdosh and with current Golus (Exile), which -
as our Sages tell us - were the effects of ""causeless hatered." Hence,
the way to rectify this and hasten the end of the Exile is through "cause-
less love" - for Jews to love one another for no personal reason but
that we are all truly brothers by virtue of the Divine soul that every
Jew possesses, which is "truly a part of G-dliness Above, " as explained
at length in the Tanya . Hence, every word, thought, and, especially,
deed that bring Jews closer together and closer to our Father in Heaven,
hastens the Geulo of all our people.

With kindest reagrds - .

/ /

and with "le“i“EVW\‘QLLW\a.jM‘,

)

44 9710 7"V 1073 297 3TN PIINN

]



I | e e e e |

@ OPWIN NIV N — VNDDT PIPW RPWIN DTIH ORI DY PRI IAnYn ANen T

(m

M50

"IN 79I

2RIWT N128n

S v wvien men e Y
TNATR I 70 WRD LA DR Y oy
MIRY e Yext IBTY WNMY v nwpd

Jwm xInn Yya

7T IMNY?
MEI0 515722)

AN NMINAUTDAN'IDTN P 2NDYW AR TPN
1"wN n"ya naNnd n"1N7 10Ny

DR IREII 97T MOMBA 377 YN BDWRPT RGP DO D
TV DO DIDIDTI DM AIENS 13 PRI DWAaRn 93 1o
SPAATI AYEON 3

~17an prepb narpe A IR TN vhy mba oy

+9R 53 by 12 oou anp

MIYM LMD AMN AN BEmm @b wheh MW MRP (x
b orpbs wabanY mapnYs amay MY @
oonwa manbt s nesys MYON G
%0 02w pen noab AN (7

Y pvn on

el
(33
2701 f«9% nna s Tl

nIED f\;:?‘??}

\n’-r”rﬂ&

Zen :l"’f

—

"9 9 e
"w ST T - -
N7NY'7 1" IDTN " Nvn T ¥ RS 0 P

T OTEM pa
N 3T OWST UMM MR Y e
T nmo GME e THEW TeRR s
TANIN O 71 TN ¥R CFYR OFR
praz i MW Tme
= ¥ 7een Wann Y -

J'72IN7 DN ‘N NT7NN '1IT‘D'7 Pl
("w 7vn oy TN "W 7T0) NP7 W

B 7 1D e AR Y
f* YowrE TR ‘mn

<" K 1) ‘._,' : abken s

om gutn o

/ '}%\)\J @VMJ 3397 13

H
D vaw Cradi Tenn mow S
AFn N

45 9710 7"V 1073 297 3TN PIINN y

]



S VYRR N2V R — V09T PIW NPWIN DTIvH omin S pRIn nRnen INen "o

PPTITH INTIIY W 13 7Y 1OY D1vad” v

111D2IDAP NN NN DY 7NN N0 TV N"ITA 12TINNT Nvn

n“son 9w ‘'t fn L,n"a
n”Y9nn noran 713>

AYIN3 L%DISPNTY LPTORE YR AR CRYPA M R i oiea
PITIR SY 19bD ‘ew yeary xin,'sw spptinaka Jipov ¥R snen
«BIP3Y RIOV 27NPAN DIBY RISN 19BR DAY ,VPRAP DYIATA

2 L,00T nIBp masEea YT Yalnm Ntxp 298 9pab nadn oen
NaEs 730 ToXP3 RIN L,+73 h1TenYnt BvoYn 126 DeIesY
Ono APYYY DYIDIA BINE A NAPR MITAT IR LOYYTIY DIRDD
B*IdId R ‘sponv s)pS® nawa L,paN*132 NITDIN2 O310°Y t3wen
aYIpsT MIPY? YINUn NEY8 SIW3 LPARMIIL DIIDY 12PDn bnp RovL
Ybn Rl pYobn YaR L,oTI0tY 1dvwpn kY1 170AF 19% 13y aaya
¢ nYionRY ODYIOSP TWRRY DR BNIBDA NITIR ,anYrean 1Ign
712y YaRk 00K CYIBD DRIPPA BRA tERRYMY Yin sTinsy
27730t UBIN 1402 PY Ponwo WAp Si0°hn

RRBEN DY THBYPI 91 L]PT @K LJPE¥RI 3R *papa 7nm
IROP NoP PHURANNID IIRU gorwrdy *Tbpl nix 9a%p ,ina
NP OIP ‘00 TIY AR ,TAIND NIAY DOMAP DYDY tnb\wa
PRk T mAYm o 1vxM %10 Aippayopapa »Tanans CRa an
DSI%0R8 9P RIIDORAN JRIR_TRINIA TBYUNIIYYY nispvIb
BIBAT LP7vy B¥a33 n”naYvvprxr a"Evtap Yo pYIY o venw
TOYER21YY YU DISTORD ATIAPR DIBEEAR Y713 1RIXT O1R
19 Use masnm 9913 pean? app 1% o L,%0 nisep Y3
nRY K2 o%1yor BVyr ®"os00 2" iome pYa nuriYvr vpuRaNeLY
LI

« JUBYNIPOIRPAD ‘R L JpEIPA =ar7 PAY noYR 37nx
*2 1031 CR YR PAD DVRIL LRIISP Y byn AONKY TIWOR2 10K s
‘% RINT ORYUYT LT 1000 2RYRE Yy A3P1_ADR. D3Y9R D190 - f
R7BS97 2”107 P Y¥R BYD ‘Shy 4ok oY LA"hn3 ow osvienn ) ’ | ;
DXL O%31)%1 0002 USR JYBPAYA AR K3 3VAR Jp1TAY ~
19 *showaw ToM1 0IED BYSK RPY .3vY%n 10Xy VIOV byod P

A .
+DNY NN DYDYRAD OR NINIY OR2 WPV SRID Q})VT}‘}'Z
ody

o7 nbn 260 ovInt? 192 n”ana .p”> aan 9paY snaYva
}432 913y DUBDI NEYONA TIW DIST Y% YetD .n1Tcobn
TONYNY TOXR BSIDDY PI1I2 LNUDAIV tPodT L,TiAn 37ansa
BI216 DIpn DERP YaN ©%9BDDY? M1a iy n”Yna Ye gevveoRa
<N79DRY [IBY IR JIAN DAY WRD POPR P JRoORY Rin

n7%0R PAASYT npa L,apAapaITN a0 Aar 37ne spapa
12 J9%, JRAKIN,TIRODINDI 29 IRISED 19%R Sncn 1 bwn fepa

woSURIIYY Y7 373nsam oy NRY AxIe 37ancan 3”3 pa AR
« DT

*PRIP RN

46 9790 71"V 1071 29 1IN PIIRN



VIR TOMINY
TV PN WTPP

INAAT DIV ,MAAN

15 -
4/ TALKS AND 7T

2 MONTHLY

A TR T

CONTENTS

7N D171

DDA 7V N9'PN N'PID
WT7 PPN [VAN7XIVT - DID"XYVADIN
"nun'n nwan"7nnt'y 7"y

7" NIXAINNNIDAN,DMN0NA All7n






A

4

L 1 | I
.

@ OPWIN NIV N — VNDDT PIPW RPWIN DTIH ORI DY PRI IAnYn ANen T

N
"D71D T2V DPNDL"N NINAIN NN 72777 DRWAN7 0DINNIDY70INT7 INNP

‘

Atténtion Principdds, Teachers, Educators, Youth Leaders:

The TALKS AND TALES monthly is currently in its twenty-
eighth year of dninterrupted appearance.

This unique monthly magazine for young Jewish readers
h2s been acclaimed as an excellent educational medium by edu-
cators in all parts of the world. For in addition to English
1t also appears regularly in Hebrew, Yiddish, French, Italian
and Spanish, to make it accessible to all Jewish children and
adults everywhere.

The material of the Ialks monthly is designed to follow
the Hebrew calendar around the year. Each issue contains
stories and features which are of special interest in the
particular Hebrew month, either in connection with the festivals
and special days in the month, or relating to the weekly Torah
portions (Sidras) of the month.

Here are some of the main features: "What is Thy Neme?"
(an explanation of Hebrew and Jewish nzmes, in alphabetical
ordery their origin. sketches of notable Jewish perscnalities
who bore those names, etc.)s "My Prayer" (a discussion: of
the deeper meaning of the prayers from Siddur and tachzor)y
"Gallery of Our Great" (a bicaraphy ¢f personages in Jewish
history); "In Nature': Wonderland" (description of the wonders
of Nature, with a moral lesson)j "How .Good is Your Character?";
"A Chapter from Jewish History"y "Let's Visit" (a travelog or
imaginary visit to sohe country or city, with emphasis on Jewish
inturest)s "A Story"fhistorical or fictional. with a moral
lesson); “Things to iciaenber” (Jewish laws and customs).
Occas&onally a "Bible Quiz"j "Test Your K,.,owledge"; "Evants

and Dates"; "Tales from Midrash"; etc.
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The Talks is pot a news medium, ts be read and discareded;
nor does it accept advertieements. Its material is of permanent
Jewish interest, a viritable trecasurestore of Jewish interest,
In many Hebrew schools, Talmud Toraha and Day Jichools,
the Talks magazine is subsc¢ribed to in bulk for supplemental
reading and class discussion,
The Talks and Tales monthly is obtainable by subscription
only, at $1.50 per year (12 issues, and in a Leap Year - 13).
A sample copy is enclused herewith.
e urge you to get personally acquainted with this inter-
esting and stimulating educational magazine, and make fullest
use of 1t,
Please fill out and return enclosed subscription blank,
A limited quantity of bound volumes of previous years
is available a2t $3.00 per voclume,
Sincerely yours,
CIRCULATICN DEPARTMENT
Brooklyn, M.Y. 11213
Tel, (212} HY 3-9250
R oA 1P X bmp Oy IR
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CABLE ADDRESS: HAMELACH, NEW fORK

TELS. HYACINTH 3-925D0-1
PRESIDENT B-460D

=== Tun Wuye W
MERKDS LINSONE! CRINUCH ., ==

e CENTRAL mébﬁ,z;nou FOR JEWISH EDUCATION.
o P P9 4 :
e L ommanto ko pr u":g:.p"nﬁsmw prisr uDY ‘I AMBIR p7S 7 @o:u .
- RYBYY IRDTIRIY. 5{"”’ BRUID 137 PRI VIR DY mrw) nnn v i
¢ Central Office a
770 EASTERN PARRWAY e BROOELYN 13, N. Y.
21lst of Ader II, 5717
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1925 Vashington Sireet
Hollywood, Fla. |

i i 4 7
¥r. Alexander Cowen Q - ((0)
® N . 2ist of Adar

My dear ¥r. Cowen: —

I thenk you for your letter in which you peintcd out &
certein amblpulty in the "Talks and ’Ia]_es"?J I was glad
to note that you reed the Talke and Tales é'i‘ar-cfully, and
take the trouble to call to my atiention mfythin;* that
might nced improvement., vl \ &

I want you to know that the Talks znd Tales, before poing
to press, sre elways checked by the Rebbi f xutt, , while
the Yiddish Schmussen are alveys checied by Rabbi Hodakov.
It 1s very unusual that anything but e printer's error
should turn up in the Telke end Teles and Schmucscen. How-
ever, T trust you will 44 the future too, brings to my
attention anything thet you deem fit. ? :

::.-"i.*:fn kindest regards to lire. Cowen and yourself, and all
pest wlshes. p b N

’ ! P
Very sincerely yours,

o Jok Uiigs '

. h 4
sgan Mindel

~ DEPARTMENTS:
* PUBLICATIONS ' lj * OVERSEAS * RELIGIQUS RELEASE INSTRUCTION
¢ SCHOOL FOR GIRLS * FARMERS = EMPLOYMENT BUREAU
* YOUTH CLUBS~—~ * SERVICEMEN'S * STATISTICS AND RESEARCH
MESIBOS SHABBOS * CONSULTATION AND INFORMATION * DISPLACED PERSONS
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Fa = :l IN NATURE'S WONDERLAND
] OLIVE OIL
THE TREE \ n'l?(’

The Chanukah Light - the main Mitzvah of Chanukah - represents,
symbolically, the inner quality of the Festival of Lights. And it
is preferable to use olive oil for the lights, for the miracle
with the cruse of 0il happened 4ea-be with olive oil.

It is timely that our present talk should be about the olive
tre(:aguhich—g-i—ves- dgtolive—eil, and its fruit. Fot aket ol 63 -

The olive tree reaches a height of from 10 feet to 40 feet.
The wood has an exceptional quality in that it does not rot, so
it is blessed with a long life. When the trunk of an old tree
breaks off or is cut off, very often a new trunk grows from its
roots.

If the winter rains were sufficient, the tree can withstand
a summer drought of five to six months duration without watering.

It is remarkable that, in order to blossom and produce fruit,
the tree has to experience several cold winter months (but not
colder than 15° Fahrenheit). In tropical countries, where it is

warm a whole year, the tree will grow well, but will not produce

any fruit.

THE FRUIT
A newly planted olive tree will begin to produce fruit in
the fourth year or later (sometimes even in the eighth y;ar). it
will then produce ever more fruit each year. But the maximum
amount of fruit it will produce will only come about when it is

fifteen or twenty years old!
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World of plants. 5 ]
We can never run out of trees to talke’about. There are so many '}, ]
kinds of trees in the world that we would need thousands of years to talk about
each species separately once a year - as we do in the month of Shevat. In the
United States alone there are 1,035 kinds of trees.
Today we will talk about an important fruit of an important tree -
acorns, fruit of the oak.
You may wonder why we call acorns "fruit." Do people eat%
As a matter of fact, some people eat some acoms But that's not
the point. Let's explain
In olden days - and to some extent also in not so olden days -
people generally thought of trees as being of two kinds: fruit trees and
Lunber trees. In other words, the trees were classified according to their

.“‘ ‘. usefulness to markind: those that gave us fruits =mbamks to eat, and those

that provided lumber for houses, furniture, or just firewood
Interestingly, while the Torah tells us that: on the Third Day G-d

Srma

created "fruit-trees" along with other vegetation, it,also speaks of fsismtrees

in-a wider sensey=calling-them "good for food' (Gen.2:9). Indeed, in the
dest:mctwn of
section of the Torah where it prohibits the muiciwgxd

term used is not e1tz-§ ("Fruit tree"), but eitz-maachal -"Food tree” (Deut.

20:20)., It is in thié;section, by the way, that we find the famous phrase,
often recalled on Tu biShevat: 'Man is like a tree of the field" (20:19)

70N NNVo

- 2IYN |7'N 7Y 21IWN N9 7Y 12T DN .. DMNPXN 7Y g 071¥2 7T 12T 72 IN,N9
PP LAV 1"DY 9"YN WA G'pIAT7 A"INDTX "D 2nd 1"V L7 19,0171

L
S V"YW DAV R — VOO P NP '7731373 oI b PNIDIT DANYN AMON @ A
; / /
A » ! ’ T)l‘

(3/‘\‘;- o ‘/{’ &
IN NATURE'S WONDERLAND v ;,/ '7:"“’ v ( :l“ ‘ ! 4
f ] ” '\ ! Al C
FRUIT OF THE QAK o ot flj'n T gt %

N ‘/\‘ ’—ﬁfl—]-ﬁ 1

In honor of Tu (15) biShevat, the New Year For Trees,<th1.s spacehf %

is usually devoted to a tree, or a fruit, or anything that grows in the Green 3 ]
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CHANUKAH - FESTIVAL OF DEDICATION AND LIGHT

Chanukah means dedication. We celebrate Chanukah on the
anniversary of the dedication - more precisely, "rededication® -
of the Beis Hamikdosh, after it had been defiled (made unholy)
by the Greek King Antiochus and his men during the Greek occupation
of the Ho(f?rfm’l: :n %gpgegfggge#qg&a'ns "to make holy." When the
Beis Hamikdosh was built, it was dedicated to the scrvies of
HaShem, as were all its vessels and sacred objects, like the

~_~__\-E§?ornh,‘mizbe'uch (altar) and all the rest, Thg?ancient

'7[/ Greeks were idol worshippers, and King Antiochus;{:icknamed
r)l ’4) "the madman") set out to force the Jewish people to serve the
g_, idekx many gods and idols which he served. He issued cruel

instead, sacrifices

Thus the Beis

e Greek oppressors. They fought a series of
. overwhelming odds, and miraculously

the enemy was defeated and driven
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for the little oil - sufficient only for one day - lasted for
eight days, until fresh pure and holy olive o0il could be prepared
for the Menorah.
This is why we celebrate Chanumkah on the anniversary of
the dedication of the Beis Hamikdosh (25th of Kislev) for eight
days, lighting the Chanukah candles:each night of Chanukah, in

increasing numbers, adding one candle each night from the second

ﬁight of Chanukahp e —15 “"”’“’f”“"“'ﬁf" e inet gk Kb, Eor
pne” simpte—amswer—is thay as the oil did not burn out,and

the Menorah kept on shlnlng from day to day, each day the

miracle was more wonderfu1!7Ln ®&&“% houted ?"& ﬁﬂ?e-f“”" i
s ArA ey W?a,m
An even more meaningful explanation is the following:

" The Menorah was lit in the Beis Hamikdosh not because it
would be dark there without its light. It was lit k& as a
symbol and reminder of the Divine light of the Torah and Mitzvos

true
(Ner - Mitzva v'Torah - Or) which is the source of/Jewish life

and light in our everyday living. This Divine light - the light
of the Torah and Mitzvos, of all that is good and holy - is
unlimited; and however bright and good ocur daily life seems to
be, there is always room for a little more light,arg more

3
Torah and more Mitzvos and more lovingkindness. Lighting the
Chanukah lights in increasing numbers from day to day reminds us
[ 4:8
brighter

A

and better = both for ourselves, in our home, as well as for

of jg=b that little extra we can do to make our day
others outside; which is the reason why the Chanukah 1lights

‘
which we light at home have to been seen also outside, mak

an ever happier Chanukah for all around.
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The seventeenth day of Tammuz is a
fast day., It is the beginning of the “The
Three Weeks” which we observe as a
period of semi-mourning (like the days
of Sefirab), and which end with another
fast day—Tisha b’Av, the Ninth Day
of Av.

These fast days, as well as the period
between them, recall a series of catas-
trophies which befell our people in the

cearly days of our history, mostly con-

nected with the destruction of the Beth
Hamikdosh.

Five dreadful calamities occurred on
the Seventeenth day of Tammuz.

1. The Tablets were broken,

2, The daily sacrifices were stopped

3. The walls of Jerusalem were

breached,

4. Apustmus burnt the Torah, and

5. An idol was placed in the Holy

Temple.

The first of these occurred in the year
2448 (after Creation), the year of the
Exodus from Egypt. Three months and
two days after the children of Israel were
delivered from Egyptian bondage, and
only forty days after they received the
Torah on Mount Sinai, the children of
Tsrael made themselves a Golden Calf,
thus committing the grave transgression
of idol-worship. ' Moses, coming down
from Mt. Sinai with the Tablets on
which G-d had inscribed the Ten Com-
mandments, saw the molten image and
broke the Tablets which the children of
Israel had so shamefully desecrated. And
although Moses succeeded, after much
prayer, to save the wayward people, the
day became a fateful one for our people,
for the sin had not been fully eradicated.

Many years passed since that event,
almost nine full centuries. The Children
of Israel had settled in the Promised
Land, had kings and prophets and High
Priests. But again the Ten Command-

Apustmus, captain of the occupation

'¢/3/i

ments were broken; the children of
Israel had forsaken the Torah, and Jeru-
salem came under the siege of the Baby-
lonian armies (in the year 3336), which
eventually led to the destruction of the
Beth Hamikdosh and the loss of their
land and freedom (in the year 3338).

The wheels of time rolled on; the
people had learned their lesson, had re-
pented, and eé- regained their freedo:
their land, and had rebuilt the Be!%?
Hamikdosh. They had brave and faith-
ful leaders, like the Maccabees, and great
scholars and teachers, like the Tannaim.
But once again the “Kingdom of
Priests and Hcly Natxon” dld not lwe - up
to it

tion « anl? - P J 3
came AL N o T L
Rom: N4 :-u )¢
a lon r “""’: ')
in th &) "‘\/ — ir ‘d}'
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dosh. (\ -
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Ham: )
ish pi N B

his B
had

ing catastrophe that had overtaken them.

The siege continued until one day—

the fateful day of the seventeenth of

Tammuz—the Romans breached the
walls of Jerusalem and captured the
holy city. Complete defeat, destruction
and exile followed swiftly, This was
in the year 3828, a decade less than five
centuries after the destruction of the
first Beth Hamikdosh. '

Two more calamities occurred on the
seventeenth of Tammuz, though the
exact year is not known: A certain

< 37 Tamowncs
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There can be no Pidyon Haben if the father is a Kohen or Levi, or if either of the
mother’s parents is a Kohen or a Levi.
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“Who but the Creator Himself would have known 3500 years ago that there

would not be found additional species of animals with only one of the two
kashruth marks?”
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The Jews were better protected against the spread of plagues
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{ Thank you for your letter of March ;lﬁt’ I regret that owing to
5 acknowledgment
pressure of work my ®Epix was delayed until today.

: do
I was pleased to read in your letter that you "would like to dm¥

some of the things we both want to see accomplished." I have un-

derlined your expression 'we both.!

\1\1“7(* In your letter you refer to your problems and my probloms. of
A ?ik?;' ooﬁrse,every human beln? has some problems 1f he wishes«to make con-
'in'f | tinuous progress in life, Howe eF, may I pOlnr out tha hen you
i fn-}, U n", Y0 W ‘:((_W anl, ef— | n ‘fnf/
. ey refer to my problems, they are really you ccordlng
~

to my late father- 1n-lay, our reve ed Rab of salnted memory, sinee
C \en @22l Arndl
Lia?is ym b A to;? you\What you soul's m1ssion in life is, and

e  (fening A DBIAYD Al
that theehepaos_LmInxonel,, inuch is the m Yium througn which to f£m¥xx

fx¥xxkx accomplish it.
It is superfluous on my part to elaborate on it, inasmuch as

you have been privileged to hear it direct from ?he Rabbi of saintly
10?4t AlD X g NS
/’ﬁ memory o (riore tha one oce ion, _Your last inteView with him, more-
% Inllyz @y YSEaT ene By F’_{(eﬁx,\f’ ,

Ty so soon before his 1

o (6~
ng this wor Ldy should be considered
rme_,fu
in the nature of 13 t w111 and testament tO“yov, as a guiding light
’.'-)/'», y ('-7 ,ﬂ /' J&
to illuminate you path in life and direct your principal endeavorsd
into the right channel.

I only wish to say - on the basis of your lefter in which you
zkakexth express the hope to be able to do some of the things we both
want to Se accomplished - that I trust that your reflection on the
above will hasten the time when you will e yourself able. Indeed,
it ought to reveal to you some of your hidden forces which would

prove you able right now.

I want to thank you for your attention and thoughtfulness in
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sending me a copy of your speech which you delivered on March 26th
as guest of honor. I congratulate you on the fine thoughts ex-
'pressed In -t
Without entering into a closer analysis of it, I would like
to make the following obserwa tionsj
In Speaking‘of'man's quest for truth, laboring under error,
and the necessity for‘glear udding 1ig tiin 1ife, you might have
i carried this good thought to ité”S} gzical deductlon, namelys
AThe human intellect is influenced by man's other faculties,
allxwhich operate on a reciprocal basis. In order to maintain the
_intellect on the 'beam,' it is necessary to prevent the other
faculties from deviating it from its course, and, in fact, put them
into service to help the intellect. TFor even the man possessing
the higﬁest intellect, if he should be addicted to drugs or gver-
(.'J’J‘Q‘ indulging in eating and drinking, and the like,@annot use his

)fglgg?’ intellect céearig.

‘1y47(ﬂ emotional, m e well balanced in order-t0 keep to thexpath of
A

*? -0 L_/I(q’ b-v°”‘x

our TYrah teaches us that intellect Ono-as”no$wsu£f1elent to

the human faculties, intcllettual a

.

reach the truth, but that man's whoele being, in thought,speech and
action, must be properly attuned through the practice of the Mitzvoth

vhich apply to thought, speech and action respectlvely
DX 2 ¥nL)
Thus, for example, the Mitzvah of Tefillln cachles the proper

balance between the heart and the mind, The Mitzvah of Shabbos

fy(‘v e,é 208 D)

teaches hat the purpose of the whole zrmzkimrx physical creation
éé% the spiritual Shabbos,and that man, like the entire unj verse,

{ L2 L

hes x® his origin in the spiritual, and nust étrive to the spiritual,
and so‘on. ‘ r7 b Aa At ax et wdoct
&—ww/v'*f"‘

One more smail observation: It is a pltx)that throughout the

Noerearb”

(v
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whode speech the name of G-d was not mentioned explicitly
even once, although, to be sure, it implicitly permeates

the whole speech.

% ok ok

I conclude with the hope that your desire to find an
early opportunity to do some. of the things which we both
want to see accomplished would soon materialize, with G-d's
help.

With all good wishes to you and your family,

Bery sincerely yours,

210N DD NNYO

3 copies :2NONN WXI2

Thank you for your letter. | regret that owing to pressure of work my
acknowledgment was delayed until today.

| was pleased to read in your letter that you “would like to do some of the things

we both want to see accomplished.” | have underlined your expression ‘we
both.’

In your letter you refer to your problems and my problems. Of course, every
human being has some problems, if he wishes N'71 7700 12"n "n'n’7 'vaT1d NI'M7
TDIVY to make continuous progress in life. However may | point out that when
you refer to my problems, "in a certain part of them are really yours also. 1211
DAD N7N according to my late father in law, our revered Rabbi of sainted
memory, for he has told you implicite and explicit what your soul’s mission in
life is, and indicated the channels, "9INI nTIAVA NWIXPD through which to
accomplish it.

It is superfluous on my part to elaborate on it, inasmuch as you have been
privileged to hear it direct from the Rabbi of saintly memory, on more than one
occasion. Your last interview with him 172'n2 TN NI'A'7 "IN D2 '"N'IT1, moreover, SO
soon before his NT12N71¥2 D2 Y'9wA7 P'WNNHY 4N DI'7Y NIN7IVT7 IN7Y, should
be considered in the nature of a last will and testament to you and me, as a
guiding light to illuminate your path TR* D710 NN "7VW TR in life and direct
your principal endeavors into the right channel.
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| only wish to say - on the basis of your letter in which you express the hope to
be able to do some of the things we both want to be accomplished - that | trust
that your reflection on the above will hasten the time when you will see yourself
able. Indeed, it ought to reveal to you some of your hidden forces which would
prove you able right now.

| want to thank you for your attention and thoughtfulness in sending me a copy
of your speech which you delivered on March 26™ as guest of honor. |
congratulate you on the fine thoughts expressed in it.

Without entering into a closer analysis of it, | would like to make the following
observations:

In speaking of man’s quest for truth, laboring under error, and the necessity for
a clear guiding light in life, you might have carried this good thought to its most
important practical deduction, namely:

The human intellect is influenced by man’s other faculties, all of which operate
on a reciprocal basis. In order to maintain the intellect on the ‘beam,’ it is
necessary to prevent the other faculties from deviating it from its course, and, in
fact, put them into service to help the intellect. For even the man possessing the
highest intellect, if he should be addicted to drugs or over-indulging in eating
and drinking, and the like n¥7 1'70w2 wnnw!.

Our Torah teaches us that intellect 'Vl 12'N to reach the truth, but that man’s
being, in thought speech and action, must be properly attuned through the
practice of the Mitzvoth which apply to thought, speech and action respectively.
Thus, for example, the Mitzvah of Tefillin teaches nNYAD Pl the proper
balance between the heart and mind. The Mitzvah of Shabbos teaches Ig'vil
DTNN WO NPPINn that the purpose of the whole physical creation is the spiritual
Shabbos, and that man, like the entire universe, has his origin in the spiritual
and must culminate to the spiritual, and so on.

One more observation: it is a pity that throughout the whole speech the name
of G-d was not mentioned explicitly even once, although, to be sure, it implicitly
permeates the whole speech.

| conclude with the hope that your desire to find an early opportunity to do some
of the things which we both want to see accomplished would soon materialize,
and with G-d’s help.

With all good wishes to you and your family,

Vey sincerely yours,
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25th of Iyar, 5712
Brooklyn 13, N,Y.

Rabbi 8, Carlebach
305 W. 79th Street
New York, N.Y,

Sholom u'Brochos

Recently you brought to my attention a letter addressed to you
by Howard B, Goldstein, a student at Colgate University, Hamilton,
New York. In this 1et£er the writer professes to be a true
selentifie thinker and an unbelilever in the supernatural; he
5 also asserts that 'all facts seem to be in contradiection to
\ t%e existence of G-d,' professes to be a 'liberal Jew,' ete.,
’ ete,

Hot knowing the background of this student, nor the field of
sceince in which he speclalizes, I cannot deal with the subject
in detail, especially in the course of a letter.

‘There are, however, several general observations that I can
make, which the said student hes apparently overlooked, and
which he would dowell to consider carefullys:

(1) Beience does not come with foregzone conclusions and beliefs
with the idea of reconciling and ad usting facts to these he-
liefs, Rahher the opposite, ih deals with facts then formilates
opinions and conelusions. To -approach a subject with one's
mind made up beforehand, is not true selentific thinking but

a contradiction to it.

(2) Seience requires that no coneclusion ean be valid before a
thorough study and research was made on the subject. The
gquestion therefore presents itself: How much time and effort
had the abovementioned writer devoted to the study of religion
to Justify his conclusions on the subjeet?

(3) A faet is considered any event or phenomenon testified to
by witnesses, espeeially whers the evidence is identical and
comes from w{tmases of varied interests, education, social
background, age, ete, Where there is such evidenge it is
accepted as a fact which is undeniable even if it does not
agree with a scientific theory. This is the accepted practice
in seience even where there are several reliable witnesses,
and certainly scores of them, hundreds and thousands.

The Divine Revelation at Mount Sinai was a fact witnessed by
millions of people, all of whom reported it to its minutest
detall aecurategy for the vhole people of Israel stood at
Mouht Sinai and witnessed 1t. We know that this is a fact,
because milliong of Jews in our day accept i1t as such, and they
redeived it as such from their own parents, and these millions
in turn received the evidence from the previous generation, and

80 on, in an %gingergugtgd chain of transmitted evidence from
millions to millions of ® tnesses, generation after generation,
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back to the original millions of witnesses who saw the event
with their own eyes. Among these original witnesses there were
many who were initiated in the scilences of those days (viz.
Tgypt), many achievements of which are stlll baffling nowadayss
among them were philosophers and thinkers, as well as lgnorant .
and uneducated persons, women and children of all ages. Yet
all of them reported the event and phenomena connected with it
without contradiction to each other.

gSuch a faet is certainly undesputable. I do not belleve that
—_— there is another fact which wmax can mateh #t for evidence and
- ageuracy .

To deny such a fact is anything but scientifies it 1s the very
opposite of scilence.

Parenthetically, it is unfortunate that this basiec difference
between the Jewiah religion and those of others is so little
known, for the Jewish religion is the only one that 1s not based
on a single founder or a few, but is based on the Divine Reve-
lation witnessed by all the people, numbering several milllons,

This answers also Mr, Goldstein's statement that "the acceptance
of the Torah as being the only truth is dangerous" since "it's
(its) authors were only men.., and as men they could not have
been incorrigible (infallable)!! Jews accept the Torah precisely
because it was given by O-d, not by men, and it was given in

the presence of miliions of people who ﬂava seen it and heart it
with their own eyes and ears, That iz why the Torah is the
absolute truth, for 0-d is absolute.

I am enclosing an extra copy, should you wish to forward 1t to
your correspondent, g

With all good wishes,
Cordially
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RABBI MENACHEM M. SCHNEERSON NRTMIRMY 270DN DTN
Lubavitch
770 Eastern Parkway PRIV
Brooklyn. N. Y. 11213
493-9250 YUPABE YBDW 770
; R L )

"To All Participants in the Builders Banquet

D313 DA "NPADY TWON I PN DY A

By the Grace of G-d
19th of Kislev, 5744
Brooklyn, N.Y.

and Dedication of the Dauer School
The Hebrew Academy Lubavitch
Long Beach, Ca.

Greeting and Blessing:

I am pleased to extend congratulations and prayerful wishes to the
esteemed Dauer Family and all friends of the Hebrew Academy Lubavitch
on this auspicious occasion. May it be blessed with Hatzlocho in every
recspect.

Since everything is.by Divine Providence, and this event is taking place

in the week of Sedra Vayechi, it is timely to recall the teaching of the
Alter Rebbe, author of the Tanya and Shulchan Aruch and Founder of Chabad -
today (19th of Kislev) being the Anniversary of his Liberation - that the
weekly Torah portion contains pertinent lessons for the current events of
the week. )

COne such lesson, particularly relevant to the occasion, is to be found in
the very first verse of the Sedra: "And Jacob lived ('vayechi') in the
land of Egypt seventeen years" (Gen. 47:28). It came to light when the
Alter Rebbe's little grandson (later to become famous as the Rebbe the
"Tzemach Tzedek"), having heard from his Chumash teacher that these were
Father Jacob's best years, asked his grandfather how this was possible,
seeing that Egypt was not the Holy Land, etc.

The Alter Rebbe explained that, as indicated in the previous Sedra, Yaakov
Cvine (our Patriarch Jacob) had sent his son Yehuda ahead of him to establish
there a Torah school that would provide a complete Torah education to his
children and succeeding generations; and when this was done, it was possible
to live happily in Egypt. .

The lesson is clear: Wherever Jews settle, it is their first duty to make
sure that the young generation - including those who are "young" in terms

of experience of Yiddishkeit in the everyday life, regardless of actual

age - will be provided with a proper and full Torah education. The Hebrew
Academy Lubavitch, and all who participate in programs and activities to
spread Torah true Yiddishkeit with dedication and personal involvement - are
the "Yehudas" of our time, whose vital work cannot be overemphasized.

May HaShem bless each and all of you to go from strength to strength in all

the above, which will also widen the channels to receive G-d's generous
blessings in all your needs, materially and spiritually.

C
With esteem and blessin g( 4
] W2 me-f_&m«
\ |
\ A
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B.H.
17th of Cheshvan, 5723
Brooklyn, N.Y.

Dr, H. Goldstein
1721 Grand Avenue
New York 53, N.Y.

Greeting and Blessing:

My secretary, Dr, Nissan lindel, has brought your letter
of October 23 to my attention. I am pleased to note that you
took time out to review my letter of the 18th of Teveth, 5722,
and Eo put down in writing your observations thereon. IHany
thanks.

In reply, I can either follow the order of my letter-point—
b vby point in the light of your remarks, or take up your remarks
N ¢ as they appear in your letter. I will choose the latter method.
e In any case, I trust that our views will be reconciled, since,
- 5 50 as you indicate in the intréductory paragraph of your letter,
W mSAMR..\  you are in full sympathy with the aims of my said letter, namely,
Torady J—to-rer the- traditional-Yiddishkeit, a\;’x
" sure tWat both of us will~agree with the”Rambam that mjsconceptions
— are sémetimes even morey armful than piddeeds. l

I must begin with two prefatory remarks:

oo {a) It should be self-evident that my letter did not im-
neddloa, a7y ly ag:epudiation of the validitylof science or the scientific
e | method, In fact, I stated so explicitly towards the end of my
said letter. be suspected of trying
o be e the accomplishments of scien ” in certain
. sreas the Torah view accords to science even more credit thafn
' /science itself claims; hence many laws in Halachah are geared
/A to scientific conclusions (as e.g. in medicine), @ssuming, them
) objective reality, LI 2l N——

L
&

P

SN i
g/) ~.._{b) A remark has been attributed to you to the effect that
.~ _ " just as Rabbinic problems should be dealt{with by Rabbis) so
g% should scientific¢ problems be left to & i o not know
’,g}\i/”ﬁBW accurate this report is, but I feel I should not ignore it
o/ t!

nevertheless)

science on the university level for a number-ef o

LR , from 1928 to 1932 in Berlin, and from 1934 to,, . _ -

1938 in Paris, and-a@p_o££e9t~to~kaap—eeasenahlx_abaaasi;wi;gy&%vJ CN?*

[jlscientific delevopments (ever since. i
‘ TS CE e ST Ny

Now to your letter, i’

(1) I quite agree, of course, that scientific theories
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must be judged by the standards and criteria set up by the scien- |
tific method itself, This is precisely the principle I followed |
in my letter. Hence I purposely omitted any references to \
Scripture or the Talmud, etc.

(2) You write that you can heartily applaud my emphasis
that scientific theories never pretend to give the ultimate truths.
But I went further than that. The point was not onty that science |
isfnotyin a position to offer ultimate truths, but that modern
science itself sets its own limits, declaring that its predictions /

Z—— arepin every case merely "most probable"but not abs certain./

/;/I?"M)\‘“;,&Q\ Herein, a u knowy lies a basic difference of concept between
9. | ence today and 19th century science. Where in the past scien-

tific conclusions were considered as natural "laws" in

the strict sense of the term, i.e modern
science no longer holds this view, \te—%heé.._\
SIS SR e e, WL ol ikl

7

| % tlan ) Parenthetically, this view is at variance with the concept .
Q,w»r - /»'/ of nat tas espoused by the Torah, since the idea of -mizaeles-fo) *
% /¥ {presuppos€sr a change in fixed order-—reth hap the occurrence
~& i \-,9;' a least probable event. ¥ 7T
T \ 1 T ;
/‘;"' g’“(gf é’} .‘ Acknowledging the limitations of science, set by science
= \wﬁ:ﬁ‘,‘&k / itself, as above, is in~iiself sufficient to resolve any doubt
*:}%‘(, 994 gli\at scienc: might ggeient a challenge to Torah. The rest of the
v vk scussion in my sa etter, -as—also-whatfellews—in—this, is werial
\\/,/' \ vorfdy by way of further empha;is. Howevexzs, in view of th ’;'act g
_ «fJ the Torah does/accord to science important func{ion in
pe

n
el 42 /)

: 4 e M‘*’“ﬂn—«l‘—‘tf‘r‘”’ﬁ"‘ '*\,_..:‘, o
(3) Next, you deplore you consider a "gratuitous 5=y
attack on the personal motives of scientists." But no such /
general attack will be found in my letter, I specifically \WE‘U@{

{40 -/ referred to a certain segment of scientists in a certain area/,, -,
m of gcien:%fic risigrch, nirgely thg_szhwho produce hypotheses /;. Lhnradéred
WE such as the evolutionary theory o e
e %ﬁ hich are not only highly speculative, but not strictly
S ?«»‘mf’(ﬂ scientific, and are indeed replete with internal weaknesses
WTag 2\ I refexred to such scientistg who propound these theorieg in
W7 X7 g(‘ . categord¢al terms, not ® inffequently holding up/to ridjtule &5 Glap7
‘ff-‘ Y ) i those who\entertain "old faghioned" ideas about/the orygin of * o
N 7,«9) ]fthe world.\ Unfortunately, e find such attitudes in Yext books e
R ¢ o | where side side with "mgdern" scientific theories/are cited wxqe‘ﬁ}
g Vo) ; the "ancient™ views of th¢ Bible, and the liKe. It is the motives\<  .»
3}!} gfa / of these scientists that I attempted to analyze, since their 7‘({’-,\
i attitude cannot be squared with a desire to promote ~ebjeetive- 1 52¢
e\t truth, or to promote technqlo,ﬁfal advancemept W@mm fe
i) BEhuman-tife-on-earthy WEW\‘{.W AN Lo B e
. A T
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did not want to accusejthem of anti-mligim,gbut attempted
) to explaigt:heir attitude by a common human sthe quest
sAwp ~3» for distinttion and accomplishment, Incidentally, this natural
on trait has its positive aspects, and is also basic in our religion,
Cﬁ since without the incentive of accomplishment nothing would be
; accomplished, ;

(4) Regarding the par. in letter which begins"Basically
the problem..." through page 2, which appears not fully clear, I
can only say that perhaps a little more/careful study of these
paragraphs is indicated. They have to/do with the causality
theory. The classical idea of causality led to the well-known
e conclusion that if at any time the eyact measurements of positions
and velocities of objects were knowg, including knowledge of the
forces acting on the particles, it fvould be possible in theory
at least to predict any future stafe of things in the universe,
A - Aside from the fact that modern gtience no longer subscribes to
wp? such determinism, this theory cofild be applied only to future
x%ﬁ . predictions, but not to the past, since one and the same effect
1f \ might be produced by different/sets of causes. This, in substance
5 v} is the gist of that section of the letter, which was intended to Jowt
1

W point out one of the basic djfficulties of all theories dealing— - iy
J"/ with the origin of the univgrse or of our planet earth, nows w‘-‘"”“ﬁ""
\x’f o Your remark about the misuse of the terms "fission",

y: . and "fusion" in relation to chemical reactions is, of course, («, ¢
P b Y valid and well takem. I trust, however, that the meanin ./L‘W“‘ Ry
WY |12 (esmpasit

( . not unduly affected thereb Undoubtedly the terms eempe.skienw

qint YLl ?’and "decomposition,” WMW E
\ —cemposition—reaetions Wy

3 6;*?2 b { believe, the different u age of theggerms in nuelear and chemical )

: ‘.1}1? reactions-is more conventional than basic. Nevertheless,, I should /)

f"l’ have been mindful of the -semantiges W v ; [\, Q';}(,

Here a word of explanation regarding the terminology of my ,\53 }’Cf

letter is in order. If the terms or expressichs used are not Ly
tog/ 7 always the sconventionsl-or-technical ones, this is due/(a) th s
)?act that I usually dictate my letters - which

is then translatedy and (b) the fact that I received my scientific

raining, as already mentioned in German and French, and previously .

in Russian, which may also account for some of the variations. /-"{;fﬁj
A

1% (6) You refer to my statement that scientists know very w“;‘/ 0
_ little about the interactions of isolated atoms or subatomic 1L
[ particles, and question its relevance to the theories about the
G ;‘7 1571 { dating of the World. The relevance is this., The evolutionary i
> g W 4 | theory as it applies to the origin of our solar system and planet !
el s | #arth, from which the dating is inferred ir £+ -
R 2\] | presumes (at least in the case of seme¢ hypotheses) that
5% | Ts-we-knew-ié~now-evolved—frem atoms and subatomic particles in
Q] some pristine ex—gasecus- state, which then condensed,/etc.

(\3 {\\\1 (f very'little can be kn of the integaction of atoms-and p 1cles\
R !,i' in fhat presupposed sfate, the whol€ evolutionary /theoryAs ob- sk
'.‘i" e Y
Y 4

vigusly purely conjfdctural, ¢

i . e pre s —‘g 3 ‘\ /’ f'. ';‘! m
¥ RY Cipebened ) T o U,
¢ I oepm i} e Ao

- ASRISEE ¥ 57 / g s

o xR [ Ghane, Glarse
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major part of physics re-

\ I am aware of the fact that
9\ W\‘ search in this century has been concerned with interactions of
; \individual units ranging from atoms to the most elementary -
7 W particles now known. Thfs is precisely the nt I make.
wﬂ;”ﬁ' sider how comparative}ly new, and limited, e science o 1
3 eory of relativ and the Rutherford xe
ed only in 1905; xhe contribution of Ni#Is Bohr to Lhe

\ introd
: 4" } unga standing of the stpdcture of the atom eéme only in 1913,
ek ¢ 936 (I believe), etc.

Each ¥ iscovery advan

A

orf '.“

y-.J(T 5%4‘5 have learned in the field f.rﬁzcleonics in the last few decades g

y 4 2 > RS 4 3 F
It is safe to assume that all we

LG 3 D : O

,
T
o £

very little by comparison with what we can con-

is
fidently expect to learn in the next few decades,

[}

= e
o.

¢

ufin the continued advapcement and perfection of scientifi o
W"‘\ ;technology. Eut nd\matter how much We are destined to leapf about %
; u the structure and behavior of nucleif in the futurg, we cap’ never kY
PAE “\know with any degree of certainty hgw the universge came gbout, N
m if scientific knowledde is jto be the only sourcefof our knowledge. “‘
\‘\
R 3 As a matter of fac#, the evolutionary hypgtheses are, with §~
science, before
‘w\{?ﬁ efore there was :
734 any idea that the gtogl could be split, And this is not to say 3
Rl o that science is "bad,” but merely to point out the almost insur- 1’\
?.“*‘ LS mountable difficultiés with which science is faced in this o
&EJU\ e particular area of j£osmogony and geochronolog St
. 7 _

%»

. @ (7) You object to my statement that conditions of pressure, g
emperature, radioactivity, etc. must have been "totally different"”

-~ in the early stages supposed by some evolutionists from those

existing today, and you assert that those environmental conditions ?{1

» ‘_ have for the most part either been duplicated in thg laboratorys— ¢ = g
a.;;;"]‘r or observed in natural phenomena. M»GL ¥ {L“%M{' ‘[&}f Llaks '3/ >
4 ‘ : ol R Lgletn ol
:}ﬁ’[}b, ﬁ'& Here, with all due respect, I beg to differ. pre—we~da _ne {\
: o _mew-wha 3 ally 00 S in. those NDO d 3 €tag N@-- g
;ﬁ!’"‘ Cannot-very-wel¥ “”“!.“,_"",l own-qualities-and-faclorsy-etc. As
s o for observab¥é natural {phpromena,~sol: e T opgalactit; tele- {—
03; o scopic obsérvations\can-fardl §in déductions a1}
L;E’ o1 S~ which A0 build apything more than pure hypothegds, e N i
2 < g

N
'% o g (8) You state that there is no evidence that any radiocactiv
si/ \Q} . element produces cataclysmic changes. s is surpding, il\view -—
'é of the nuclgar experimepits in Brookhaven §nd_elsewhede, andithe
1}-51!3 ‘3\9 effects of pven a single nuclear explosion @ a time When the
Tl state of Wblen > N
c

§ whole univgrse is supppsed to have been in
w/ ,}a;n‘:)? atomic insgability, with worlds in collisiok, ,etc., catdglys

X
 mustl, Tie—

5t
(e 2

Ul c =
”}f WP (9) My use of such terms as "colligatidp" and "conglomera-
£ ‘)m v"$ tion" in connection with nuclear reactions whidh are not standard
R ,(’7""» scientific terms, has already been covered earlder (5). But I
7 _{ should have thought that you would be able to id @ify them with

“‘*7.;5"@";” j\“fa fugiq{mal and oth;:&éransfomations of atomic nucle¥ which have to
?a

N R Dot L vMEpY - Y
il AL S

‘4 'z-e changes
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do with the formation and tpdnsmutation of the elemenits, processes -

which must be given a cenjfal place in the evolutionary hypotheses
of the origin of the unixerse,

. \vonth? (10) Your observation sbout a lack of a clear distinction
j&\\ ' to in my letter between cosmology and geochronology, is correct, but
- pm@'\ no such distinction was intended(l) In evaluating the evolutionary
<§,y \;}U’ theory of the universe, as of our planet Barth, I have in mind
: that the strength of a chain is measured by its weakest link, and
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E;in my letter I attempted to point out some of the weakest links

in _both areas of cosmology and geochronology, which, in Yhe final
@[’\éu‘? a sis,\are not ind engent. You Rkgow, of co

A / QTora certhinly makes ns distinction byhztween the

cf@/é«f’ﬁ ~ing to the universe, indluding our

frl o Screated simu

24 (1) (11) You state, finally, that the crucial point to con-

») Ssider. in regard to geochronology is the existence of objects
Cor k and geological formations in and on the crust of the Earth which
P! V) frserve as physically observable clocks, etc. But I have already
. pointed out in my said letter that such criteria are valid only
as of now and for the future, but cannot be applied _.either
scientifically or logically to a primordial state.@See also p. 5
of my letter, par. beg. "The theory of evolution...." ‘
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can serve a useful
ol you feel iike ret
3C to me again, &
625 N 229
{&-(,,2,-,%@, With/blessing,
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07% P,S. I have just been able tovborrow your book The Attenu-
i ation of Gamma Rays and Neutrons in Reactor Shidds, which im-
pressed me considerably. Incidentally I noted in it your observ-
ations about the discrepancies between theory and experiment

which I found more than once in your work,

Such a statement as "Not only is the simplest organism
an/ incredibly complicated entity whose chemistry and physics

are barely glimpsed at, but the classical scientific pattern of
expe'rW%a%fon‘ 18 né€essarily not available in studying radiation
effects" is very significant and has a direct bearing on the

theory of evolution which involves an age of unimaginable radio-
Nactivity both in the universe and on our planet Earth.
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THE ORIGINAL LETTER

B.H.

17" of Cheshvan 5723
Dr. H. Goldstein

1721 Grand Avenue
New York 53, N.Y.

Greeting and Blessing:

My secretary, Dr. Nissan Mindel, has brought your
letter of October 23 to my attention. | am pleased
to note that you took time out to review my letter
of the 18" of Teveth, 5722, and to put down in
writing your observations thereon. Many thanks.

In reply, | can either follow the order of my letter
point by pointin the light of your remarks, or take
up your remarks as they appear in your letter. |
will choose the latter method. In any case, | trust
that our views will be reconciled, since, as you
indicate in the introductory paragraph of your
letter, you are in full sympathy with the aims of
my said letter, namely, to reinforce the position of
traditional Yiddishkeit. | am sure that both of us
will agree with the Rambam that misconceptions
are sometimes even more harmful than
misdeeds.

I must begin with two prefatory remarks:

(a) It should be self-evident that my letter did not
imply a repudiation of the validity of science or
the scientific method. In fact, | stated so explicitly
towards the end of my said letter. | do not believe
that | can be suspected of trying to belittle the
accomplishments of science. Moreover, in certain
areas the Torah view accords to science even
more credit than science itself claims; hence
many laws in Halachah are geared to scientific
conclusions (as e.g. in medicine), assuming them
to correspond to objective reality.

1) The Rebbe circled the word “assuming” and wrote
“?”. The secretary changed “assuming” to “assigning”
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THE LETTER AS IT READS WITH THE REBBE’S EDITS

B.H.

17" of Cheshvan 5723
Dr. H. Goldstein

1721 Grand Avenue
New York 53, N.Y.

Greeting and Blessing:

My secretary, Dr. Nissan Mindel, has brought your
letter of October 23 to my attention. | am pleased
to note that you took time out to review my letter
of the 18" of Teveth, 5722, and to put down in
writing your observations thereon. Many thanks.

In reply, | can either follow the order of my letter
poeintbypeintin the light of your remarks, or take
up your remarks as they appear in your letter. |
will choose the latter method. In any case, | trust
that our views will be reconciled, since, as you
indicate in the introductory paragraph of your
letter, you are in full sympathy with the aims of
my said letter, namely, to resolve [science with]
Torah.

I must begin with two prefatory remarks:

(a) It should be self-evident that my letter did not
imply a negation or rejection of science or the
scientific method. In fact, | stated so explicitly
towards the end of my said letter. | hope that |
will not be suspected of trying to belittle the
accomplishments of science. Especially as in
certain areas the Torah view accords to science
even more credit than science itself claims; hence
many laws in Halachah are geared to scientific
conclusions (as e.g. in medicine), assigning them
the validity of objective reality.

and then changed the end of the paragraph
accordingly.
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(b) A remark has been attributed to you to the
effect that just as Rabbinic problems should be
dealt with by Rabbis so should scientific
problems be left to scientists. | do not know how
accurate this report is, but | feel | should not
ignore it nevertheless. My qualifications for the
said letter are based on my studies of science on
the university level for a number of years, to wit,
from 1928 to 1932 in Berlin, and from 1934 to 1938
in Paris, and my effort to keep reasonably abreast
of scientific developments ever since.

Now to your letter.

(1) I quite agree, of course, that scientific theories
must be judged by the standards and criteria set
up by the scientific method itself. This is precisely
the principle | followed in my letter. Hence |
purposely omitted any references to Scripture or
the Talmud, etc.

(2) You write that you can heartily applaud my
emphasis that scientific theories never pretend to
give the ultimate truths. But | went further than
that. The point was not only that science is not in
a position to offer ultimate truths, but that
modern science itself sets its own limits,
declaring that its predictions are in every case
merely “most probable” but not absolutely
certain. Herein, as you know, lies a basic
difference of concept between science today and
19" century science. Where in the past scientific
conclusions were generally considered as natural
“laws” in the strict sense of the term, i.e. fixed and
immutable, modern science no longer holds this
view, which has given way to the principle of
indeterminacy.

Parenthetically, this view is at variance with the
concept of nature as espoused by the Torah, since
the idea of miracles presupposes a change in the
fixed order rather than the occurrence of a least
probable event.

2) The Rebbe indicated a “?” on his own usage of the
words “up to”.

3) The secretary noted that this parentheses should
be inserted after the word “not”.

(b) A remark has been attributed to you to the
effect that just as Rabbinic problems should be
dealt with by someone who studied Rabbinics
so should scientific problems be left to those who
studied science. | do not know how accurate this
report is, but | feel | should not ignore it
nevertheless NT OV "0 02DNY |19. | studied
science on the university level from 1928 to 1932
in Berlin, and from 1934 to 1938 in Paris, and
follow up to’ scientific developments in certain
areas ever since.

Now to your letter.

(1) I quite agree, of course, that scientific theories
must be judged by the standards and criteria set
up by the scientific method itself. This is precisely
the principle | followed in my letter. Hence |
purposely omitted any references to Scripture or
the Talmud, etc.

(2) You write that you can heartily applaud my
emphasis that scientific theories never pretend to
give the ultimate truths. But | went further than
that. The point was not enty that science is (now)?
not in a position to offer ultimate truths, but that
modern science itself sets its own limits,
declaring that its predictions are and will always
be in every case merely “most probable” but not
absetutely certain speaking only “in terms of
theories”. Herein, as you know probably better
than |, lies a basic difference of concept between
science today and 19" century science. Where in
the past scientific conclusions were generatly
considered as natural “laws” in the strict sense of
the term, i.e. a must and certainty’, modern
science no longer holds this view.

Parenthetically, this view is at variance with the
concept of nature and our knowledge of it =
science as espoused by the Torah, since the idea
of DDA presupposes® a change in a fixed order
and not the occurrence of a least probable event.

4 ) The secretary changed this to “determined and
certain”.

5) The Rebbe indicated a “?” on this word, which the
secretary changed to “implies”.
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Acknowledging the limitations of science, set by
science itself, as above, is in itself sufficient to
resolve any doubt that science might present a
challenge to Torah. The rest of the discussion in
my said letter, as also what follows in this, is only
by way of further emphasis. However, in view of
the fact that the Torah does accord to science an
important function in the daily life, and because
of the widespread misconceptions about
scientific theory (which have prompted my
letter), the importance of such discussions to
clear away the misconceptions cannot be
overemphasized.

(3) Next, you deplore what you consider a
“gratuitous attack on the personal motives of
scientists.” But no such general attack will be
found in my letter. | specifically referred to a
certain segment of scientists in a certain area of
scientific research, namely those who produce
hypotheses such as the evolutionary theory of the
origin of our solar system, which are not only
highly speculative, but not strictly scientific, and
are indeed replete with internal weaknesses. |
referred to such scientists who propound these
theories in categorical terms, not infrequently
holding up to ridicule those who entertain “old
fashioned” ideas about the origin of the world.
Unfortunately, we find such attitudes in
textbooks where side by side with “modern”
scientific theories, are cited the “ancient” views of
the Bible, and the like. It is the motives of these
scientists that | attempted to analyze, since their
attitude cannot be squared with the desire to
promote objective truth, or to promote
technological advancement and the betterment
of human life on earth.

In my desire to “judge all men in the scale of
merit,” | did not want to accuse them of anti-
religious bias, but attempted to explain their
attitude by a common human weakness, the
quest for distinction and accomplishment.

6) The Rebbe wrote a “1” on top of the word
“accomplishment” and a “2” on top the word

Acknowledging the limitations of science, set by
science itself, as above, is in—ttself-sufficient to
resolve any doubt that science might present a
challenge to Torah. The rest of the discussion in
my said letter, as—atse—whatfetews——this, is
mainly by way of further emphasis.

9"y N71 NINN 9"y .N.T MmN 9"y 7"1dwW 19D I

NNPDDN7 IWON BPA-AHAYID-N7PH science

HIN 'Y YTHN

(3) Next, you deplore what you consider a
“gratuitous attack on the personal motives of
scientists.” But no such general attack will be
found in my letter. | specifically referred to a
certain segment of scientists in a certain area of
scientific research, namely those who produce
hypotheses D'O7N 197 7v191 npw nap 1"V
097N MW D'97N1, such as the evolutionary
theory of the univers world, P"pP91 70 DN P'NY
QDY Nj7D91 OV 'ANID AN1) NAY IPNNYT yana
(MIDNN NpDO7, which are not only highly
speculative, but not strictly scientific, and are
indeed replete with internal weaknesses 7V1 bt
q19'D) NINX ALY 70 L7NNA D'77IW - AT TID!
(nT 7772 nmuna. 1t is the motives of these
scientists that | attempted to analyze, since their
attitude cannot be squared with the desire to
promote ebjeetive truth, or to promote
technological advancement, scientific research,
etc.

| did not want to accuse at least not all of them
of anti-religious bias DAl DA nPOY bDI9II
' Ap'wn "77INDD religious, but attempted to
explain their attitude by a common human trait,
the quest for distinction and accomplishment®.

“distinction”, and wrote “ATbn NNW?”, so that it
should read “accomplishment and distinction”.
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Incidentally, this natural trait has its positive
aspects, and is also basic in our religion, since
without the incentive of accomplishment nothing
would be accomplished.

(4) Regarding the par. In my letter which begins
“Basically the problem...” through page 2, which
appears not fully clear, | can only say that perhaps
a little more careful study of these paragraphs is
indicated. They have to do with the causality
theory. The classical idea of causality led to the
well-known conclusion that if at any time the
exact measurements of positions and velocities
of objects were known, including knowledge of
the forces acting on the particles, it would be
possible in theory at least to predict any future
state of things in the universe. Aside from the fact
that modern science no longer subscribes to such
determinism, this theory could be applied only to
future predictions, but not to the past, since one
and the same effect might be produced by
different sets of causes. This, in substance, is the
gist of that section of the letter, which was
intended to point out one of the basic difficulties
of all theories dealing with the origin of the
universe or of our planet earth.

(5) Your remark about the misuse of the terms
“fission” and “fusion” in relation to chemical
reactions is, of course, valid and well taken. |
trust, however, that the meaning was not unduly
affected thereby. Undoubtedly the terms
“composition” and “decomposition,” or simply
“combination reactions” and “decomposition
reactions,” would have been better. Actually, |
believe, the different usage of the terms in nuclear
and chemical reactions is more conventional
than basic. Nevertheless, | should have been
mindful of the semantics.

7) Seeing as the Rebbe erased point (4), the secretary
changed (5) to (4).

Incidentally, this natural trait has its positive
aspects, and is also basic in our religion, since
without the incentive of accomplishment nothing
would be accomplished.

[The Rebbe erased all of point (4)]

(5)" Your remark about the misuse of the terms
“fission” and “fusion” in relation to chemical
reactions is, of course, valid and well taken. |
trust, however, that the meaning was not unduly
affected thereby T2ITPAY Mwi Dmyosw |In
INWPNVY 7p'0VpPA. Undoubtedly the terms
“combination” and “decomposition,” should
[have]® been used. Actually, | believe, the
different usage of these terms in nuclear and
chemical reactions is more conventional than
basic. Nevertheless, | should have been mindful of
the standard terminology.

8 ) Secretary’s addition.
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Here a word of explanation regarding the
terminology of my letter is in order. If the terms or
expressions used are not always the conventional
or technical ones, this is due to (a) the fact that |
usually dictate my letters in Hebrew or Yiddish,
which is then translated, and (b) the fact that |
received my scientific training, as already
mentioned in German and French, and previously
in Russian, which may also account for some of
the variations.

(6) You refer to my statement that scientists know
very little about the interactions of isolated atoms
or subatomic particles, and question its relevance
to the theories about the dating of the World. The
relevance is this. The evolutionary theory as it
applies to the origin of our solar system and
planet earth, from which the dating is inferred in
astronomical figures, presumes (at least in the
case of some hypotheses) that matter as we know
it now evolved from atoms and subatomic
particles in some pristine or gaseous state, which
then condensed, etc. since very little can be
known of the interaction of atoms and particles in
that presupposed state, the whole evolutionary
theory is obviously purely conjectural.

| am aware of the fact that the major part of
physics research in this century has been
concerned with interactions of individual units
ranging from atoms to the most elementary
particles now known. This is precisely the point |
make. Consider how comparatively new, and
limited, the science of nucleonics is: the theory of
relativity and the Rutherford researches were
introduced only in 1905; the contribution of Niels
Bohr to the understanding of the structure of the
atom came only in 1913, while the mesons were
only discovered in 1936 (I believe), etc. each
discovery advanced nucleonics by gigantic steps
(while partly modifying previous concepts).

9) The secretary changed this to “of”.

Here a word of explanation regarding the
terminology of my letteris in order. If the terms or
expressions used are not always the standard
ones, this is due to (a) the fact that | usually
dictate my letters not in English, which is then
translated DMY971 2"'NN NN NY IRIYH
72D NIYD 7V DMLY BN PAYH 71N 101
M |IN17, and (b) the fact that | received my
scientific training, as already mentioned in
German and French, and previously in Russian,
which may also account for some of the
variations.

(6) You refer to my statement that scientists know
very little about the interactions of isolated atoms
orsubatomic particles, and question its relevance
to the theories about the dating of the World. The
relevance is this. The evolutionary theory as it
applies to the origin of our solar system and
planet earth, from which the dating is inferred in
astronemicat-figures, presumes (at least in the
case of most of the hypotheses) that “in the
beginning” there were atoms and subatomic
particles in some pristine or gaseous state, which
then condensed, combined together etc.

| am aware of the fact that a major part of physics
research in this century has been concerned with
interactions of individual units ranging from
atoms to the most elementary particles now
known. But as late as 1931 from® the subatomic
particles only protons and electrons were
known and “explored”. The bubble chamber
en invented” only in 1952. And a field ion
microscope (by Dr Muller of Penn State
university?) 3IWONW reach allowing—the
reaching into the realm of the atom and sub-
atom particles only in 1962. PTIXY MAVINI P#H
"'y AR NIY'TN2 n9pinn 7YY ANl "X
“HY-IN} ITD N9DINT7 NP7 »' - IWNIN 91pDNg'nn
IDTPY 9qN) |NNNA 91ppI]g'oa "'y (AR
electronic microscope.

10 ) The secretary changed this to “constructed”.
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It is safe to assume that all we have learned in the
field of nucleonics in the last few decades is
relatively very little by comparison with what we
can confidently expect to learn in the next few
decades, especially with the continued
advancement and perfection of scientific tools
and technology. But no matter how much we are
destined to learn about the structure and
behavior of nuclei in the future, we can never
know with any degree of certainty how the
universe came about, if scientific knowledge is to
be the only source of our knowledge.

As a matter of fact, the evolutionary hypotheses
are, with minor modifications, still rooted in the
19" century science, before Lavoisier exploded
the phlogiston theory, and before there was any
idea that the atom could be split. And this is not
to say that science is “bad,” but merely to point
out the almost insurmountable difficulties with
which science is faced in this particular area of
cosmogony and geochronology.

(7) You object to my statement that conditions of
pressure, temperature, radioactivity, etc. must
have been “totally different” in the early stages
supposed by some evolutionists from those
existing today, and you assert that those
environmental conditions have for the most part
either been duplicated in the laboratory or
observed in natural phenomena.

Here, with all due respect, | beg to differ. Since we
do not know what actually took place in those
supposed early stages, we cannot very well
duplicate unknown qualities and factors, etc. As
for observable natural phenomena, solar,
nebular, or galactic, telescopic observations can
hardly serve as certain deductions on which to
build anything more than pure hypothesis.

11) The rest of the paragraph was eventually deleted
by the Rebbe. Originally, though, the Rebbe intended
it to read as follows: “As for observable natural solar,
nebular, or galactic phenomena, telescopic

136

And it is safe to assume that all we have learned
in the field of nucleonics in the last few decades is
relatively very little by comparison with what we
can confidently expect to learn in the next few
decades.

(7) You object to my statement that conditions of
pressure, temperature, radioactivity, etc. must
have been “totally different” in the early stages
supposed by some evolutionists from those
existing today, and you assert that those
environmental conditions have for the most part
either been duplicated in the laboratory or
observed in natural phenomena.

Here, with all due respect, | beg to differ. And |
believe the study of the sources will confirm
my assertion®’.

observations in their present 2XD can hardly serve as
a foundation on which to build anything more than
pure hypothesis.”
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(8) You state that there is no evidence that any
radioactive element produces cataclysmic
changes. This is surprising, in view of the nuclear
experiments is Brookhaven and elsewhere, and
the effects of even a single nuclear explosion. At a
time when the whole universe is supposed to
have been in a state of violent atomic instability,
with worlds in collision, etc. cataclysmic changes
cannot be ruled out.

(9) My use of such terms as “colligation” and
“conglomeration” in connection with nuclear
reactions which are not standard scientific terms,
has already been covered earlier (5). But | should
have thought that you would be able to identify
them with fusional and other transformations of
atomic nuclei which have to do with formation
and transmutation of the elements, processes
which must be given a central place in the
evolutionary hypotheses of the origin of the
universe.

(10) Your observation about a lack of a clear
distinction in my letter between cosmology and
geochronology, is correct, but no such distinction
was intended. In evaluating the evolutionary
theory of the universe, as of our planet Earth, |
have in mind that the strength of a chain is
measured by its weakest link, and in my letter |
attempted to point out some of the weakest links
in both areas of cosmology and geochronology,
which, in the final analysis, are not independent.
You know, of course, that the Torah certainly
makes no distinction between the two, since,
according to the Torah the whole universe,
including our earth, was created simultaneously
ex nihilo.

12 ) The Rebbe marked the rest of this paragraph as
well as the whole of (9) for deletion, thereby joining
points (8) and (10) to be dealt with as one. This isin fact
how the letter appears in its printed form. However,

(8) You state that there is no evidence that any
radioactive element produces cataclysmic
changes™.

(10) Your observation about a lack of a clear
distinction in my letter between cosmology and
geochronology, is correct, but no such distinction
was intended.

NP'W7 Vain1 Nin 2ndna PIN.T"ITA7 N2"'w NNl
N2N MINN 9"Y .MINN119'D7 TIana evolution
7’710 W7 DONI 'ND ¥*B AN N71D universe[n 7V]
INA7 710 NL'W INA AT DIPNA - '1D1 DY YN

YXil solar system ,universen NINN9NN 3"

In evaluating the evolutionary theory of the
universe, as of our planet Earth, | have in mind
that the strength of a chain is measured by its
weakest link, and in my letter | attempted to point
out some of the weakest links in both areas of

cosmology and geochronology.

onITN 1027 TV YValn :0'Nbw "1 3" JNNNNI
0"12'Wil "AN7NYAN NDYT Va1 1M (VINTNV))
7'NYN7) 07IviaY nywl |NUpY1 INV7P1 - 1
INWPNY 2'DPN'TNL INAT7 D'P'oDD (T"V qIDD
INTI2 7127TNI 'n NDIXD 7@ evolution Nvwaw
cosmology NLW1 17'9N1 DNITN NLY DAY TWONI]

[M7TaDAATPA 7" D "NTINY I -

the Rebbe wrote at the end of (8) “(2) |pp7 "w”,
indicating that this sentence would be used later, as it
actually was. Which is why he edited that sentence,
changing “cannot be ruled out” to “must take place”.
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(11) You state, finally, that the crucial point to
consider in regard to geochronology is the
existence of objects and geological formations in
and on the crust of the Earth which serve as
physically observable clocks, etc. but | have
already pointed out in my said letter that such
criteria are valid only as of now and for the future,
but cannot be applied either scientifically or
logically to a primordial state. See also p. 5 of my
letter, par. beg. “The theory of evolution....”

Although | am sure both of us are quite busy, |
consider the subject important enough to
warrant further discussion if it can serve a useful
purpose to ourselves and others. Hence if you feel
like returning to the subject, do not hesitate to
write to me again.

With blessing,

P.S.lhavejustbeen able to borrow your book The
Attenuation of Gamma Rays and Neutrons in
Reactor _ Shields, which impressed me
considerably. Incidentally | noted in it your
observations about the discrepancies between
theory and experiment which | found more than
once in your work, including those on p. 16. Such
astatement as “Not only is the simplest organism
an incredibly complicated entity whose
chemistry and physics are barely glimpsed at, but
the classical scientific pattern of experimentation
is necessarily not available in studying radiation
effects” is very significant and has a direct bearing
on the theory of evolution which involves an age
of unimaginable radioactivity both in the universe
and on our planet Earth.

13) It seems that the edits continued on a different
page which we do not have, which explains why points

138

(11) You state, finally, that the crucial point to
consider in regard to geochronology is the
existence of objects and geological formations in
and on the crust of the Earth which serve as
physically observable clocks, etc. but | have
already pointed out in my said letter that such
criteria are valid only as of now and for the future,
but cannot be applied either scientifically or
logically to a primordial state.

.M objects NT'N7 9N 1N :illustration 11N
IbLDX N1 'M72pY NI7NPAl 'Dpn 1N 5%y
.(4) ™"V MyN |71 1 ypA} radiocarbon dating
shielding "nnw wAIT 7"1n N NTI7 P N2AN7
power, density etc. of the atmosphere
A1 'Y NPT NINN9NAN NL'wI - constant

3(5) Dn oMy

See also p. 5 of my letter, par. beg. “The theory of
evolution....”

With TI12D blessing,

P.S. I have just been able to find and borrow your
book The Attenuation of Gamma Rays and
Neutrons in Reactor Shields, which impressed me
considerably. Incidentally | noted in it your
observations about the discrepancies between
theory and experiment which | found more than
once in your work, iretuding-these-enp-—16. Such
a statement as “Not only is the simplest organism
an incredibly complicated entity whose
chemistry and physics are barely glimpsed at, but
the classical scientific pattern of experimentation
is necessarily not available in studying radiation
effects” is very significant and has a direct bearing
on the theory of evolution which involves an age
of unimaginable radioactivity both in the universe
and on our planet Earth.

(4) and (5) are not completed. See the printed version
of the letter for the full paragraph.
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CHIEF RABBI UNTERMAN 6/ 72
KEREN HAYESOD 21 L
JERUSALEM (ISRAEL)
BEMAANE LEMICHTAV KEHADRAG DAATI BEHOINYONIM MEVUERES

HACHASHOSHOIS
BIDVORAI BEPURIM UBLAG BEOMER UMEIOZ / VEKULI NISBASSU
BEYOISER VENISUEH HAKAYOM DECHUKIM EILU MISPAREISH
AL YEDEI RABIM UBIFRAT HANOAR LEAMITOSOI HAINU
KEBITUL RACHAMONO LITZLAN VELOI RAK BMETZIUS ELO GAM
BEOIFON RISHMI VECHUKI DEHAVDOLAS HASHEIM YISBORACH
BETOIROSEINU HAKEDOISHO BEIN YISROEIL LOAMIM VEHU SAKONO
HOYOI LOI TIHIYE LETZEM KIYUM UMOSEINU BATFUTZOIS
UBOERETZ NEKUDO KOL BO KOIACH DOSEINU HAYOISHEIV ATOH
BEMEMSHOLO MOISIF OID LECHOL ZEH GUSHPANKO DOSIS
HEIPECE DIN TOIRAS EMES VEI EFSHAR LECHAZEIK HABITOCHOIN
VEHAMORAL DEAM YISROEIL AL YEDEI HEIPECH HOEMES
_VEADERABO NEKUDO VEYEHI ROTZOIN MEIELOIKEl HATZEOOIS
SHEHATZOVO HAMEIGIN, AL ARTZEINU HAKEDOISHO VEAMEINU

y HAYOISHEV BON( BIMISIRAS NEFESH MAMOSH ) YENATZEIACH

UBEKOROIV UBENITZOCHOIN GOMUR UBLI KORBONOIS CHAS VESHOLOIM

VEYOVOI HASHOLOIM BOORETZ USHECHAVTEM VEIN MACHARID
VEHATZOVO DEASKONIM EADOSIYIM SHEOLOV LISHMOIR AL KODSHEI
AMEINU VEHORABONIM BEROISHOI YOIMRU DAATOM GOLUI
UBRUROK BECHUKIM HANAL IM KOL HAMASKONOIS MIZEH
SHEEINOM

VESOIF SOIF GAM EILER/ @iNgsd MAKIRIM LEEIS ATOU BESAKONO
LOAYUMO SHLEBELACIHUKIM YITZTARFU ALEIHEM VEYESAKNU HAPIRTZO

1
KI LEIV KOL £CHOD VEACHAS BEYISROEIL &8 HU LEDASHEIM

ULETOIROSOI EMES NEKUDGC BEKOVOID UBEICHUL LEKABOLAS

HATORAH BESIMCEHC UBEPNIMIYUS HAMETZAPEH
LIBESUROIS TOIVOIS

MENACEEM SCHNEERSON
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By the Grace of G-d
20 Adar II, 5736

Mr. & Mrs. O, Loeffler
1196 Donation Avenue
Youngstown, Ohlo 44505

Greeting and Blessing:

Thig is in reply to your letter of 3/16/76 in behalf of a young man
stationed in Korea, who is interested in Cabalah, and you ask what it
ls and where it may be obtained.

Cabalah - very briefly - is part of the sacred Torah-lterature,
dealing with profound and mystical aspects of G-dliness and the
inner significance of the Divine precepts (Mitzvos). The teachings
of the Cabalah have been transmitted over the generations in special
schools of saintly Torah scholars, called Cabalists. In the past 200
years or so, much of the teachings of the Cabalah have been incorpo-
rated and disseminated in the teachings of Chasidus, especially Chabad,
and made accessible to wider circles, indeed, to all who are interested
in a deeper knowledge of Judaism.

Cabalah, per se, is a subject that cannot really be studied without
a G-d-fearing, Torah-true teacher, much less by one who has no solid
Torah-background, and is not fluent in the original Helffew and
Aramaic languages and the Cabalah terminology.

However, we have published a number of works on Chabad in
English, which can well serve as a practical introduction to Cabalah,
These are listed in the enclosed catalog, with titles underscored in red
(see Index p.27). In additlon we can highly recommend the more recent
publications (not included in the catalog):

(1) Rabbi Schneur Zalman of Iiadi, vol. I,_Philosophy of
Chabad and
(2) My Prayer . BothbyDr., Nissan Mindel.

To begin with, we would suggest these last two, as well as The
andments, by the same author.

Sincerely yours,
Rabbi M, A, Hodakov, Dir.

Needless to say to study Kabbala in India, andthe like,
should not be under consideration at all. And even to study
the Kabbala in another and more suitable place, this could also
be considered only if one is to learn it from a person who is
himself totally committed to the Torah and Mitzvoth. The study
of Kabbala is not like the study of any science and the like,
which can be studied from books or authors in a detached way.
It is intimately connected with the Torah and Mitzvoth as a
daily experience, and, like the Torah and Mitzvoth themselves,
is based on the principle of Naaseh v'Nishma -- We will do
and we will understand." This means that the doing, i, e. the
actual fulfillment of the Torah and Mitzvoth, is a pre-condition
to the understanding, for it is through the observance of the
Torah and Mitzvoth in the daily life that one gains an insight
into the understanding and deeper meaning of the Mitzvoth.

And the same applies to Kabbala. There is no exception to
this rule, and it would certainly be presumptuous and illogical
for a young man to say that he will be an exception.

141 9717 1Y 103 297 1IN IPIIRN y
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

1 | S ) S O
Vv
5] 0
E |
2 5
i

m

]



L
(m

4 A

S V"YW NIV N — VDT P NPWI DTIYM DRI SB PRI DRBYN 1NN "o

20 T

NITNWM NTIPI PRIV7 ATINN NN 172 200D

This is to acknowledge reccipt of your letter of lMarch 22, in which you
request me to recommend a list of ten books of articles on the question "What is
\ Judeism?" { WY oA v\_;' “28 | £ 2575 ~,'
\ In reply I st state at the outset that to—aw—!mev&cdge[here are no books )
\' : that I could recommend for general rcadlng;},:m n which the question is dealt with J»
i : explicitly. HNamdkmszxkmxsaygxkhak There ;gfe‘/sgﬁzﬁé books on Musser and Chassidism
where the question is touched upon from one angle or another,/ig one aspect or
¥ 2 anothery; a comprehensive study of them would provide the answer to the above
z question. Bub none of them deals with the question as a whole; moreover, wXem
i) although Jewish thinkers and scholars in past generations engaged in philosophical
questions concerning religion, priority and emphagis was always given to the
e it
Mitzvoth Maasiyoth as the true mmswsx applieation Of/-!'d*smm-&""‘ actme,
The reason why the question "that is Judaism?" was never posed is clear:
Vhen a person is in good health he is not very likely to wonder what is a healthy
in general /

person. It is only when one is sick that one becomes conscious of heal'b}ﬁ/and
especially

becomes paxxkkewkaxiy interested in the particular part of his organi,{sm that
i ails him, seeking ways and means to repair his health.
y quite
9 g The Jewish organism has been/"/holesome until recent times, despite acute
f J \

—or-fiecause—of—it~
persecut:.on/ Hence, it was not necessary to ask "thet is Judeism?" Jews lived

1%, breathed it, practised it.\ o/nly"'céitlai /ispects of Judaism, viz. moral

perfection, religious emotionalism such as love for fellow Jew, love for the Toreh,

love for G-d, /were discussed, because there were times when these aspects of our
) Aot b’

religion were weakened or neglected.
L3

It is impossible, in the course of a letter, especially at this time before

. Yomtov, to deal with so leading a question gs the smx abovementioned. However,

._{ s the simile I used above will shed some light on the question. Then the

\ question is asked "Uha\; is a human bclng" " the answer will be that it is the
! o

nglamorai,lon of Ak 3 @( 2 uK pad in a living state. At the same

L tlme it is seli‘ understood that a human being still remains so even though

v
WA Y

. he has legt a limb or organ ' 7 , MNoreover, physically there are certain vital

| must state at the outset that "217212 D'PIVIW DM19DAN that | could recommend for general reading,
there are no books in which the question is dealt with so explicitly

It was not necessary to ask “What is Judaism?” Jews lived it, breathed it, practiced it. IN D'T'n! p1
1T191,7"1,IN,IN'I2NY IN) DAXD 17120 1IN X7 DT N1 72X 7" ]2102 0'DYS7 17N NNLP NIXIAP
AN'71 1IN IPINT ADNT7"1 7700 J1N2 N7 NINXD AN'a X7 72N (2A"1D1 POD'PI9 ,0'XP0 1001 .77
12 ."PIND ©nty certain IN NIXD aspects of Judaism . . were discussed

it is the eenglameration compound (?) N7V NITANNN of D' T N"DYIDMANN"NYin a living state

he has lost a limb or organ 7"1 Dnn D21 17'9X DAl
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organs without which life is impossible; spiritually, however, there are no such

irreparable losses. For no matter how deficient or remiss one may
bl

b7 one can still make good the deficiency, for 'mothing stands in the way of

/'res}ﬂvah. This is the meaning of the S&Jlné of our Sages, 'The Jew remains a
Jew even when he sinned.' They make no gﬁh&&c‘tloé as to the kind of sin, 1mplyié6\
even transgression of basic religious tgnets, \i‘;\ :.,dolatry, heresy, etc. N;z{ever-
theless he remains a Jew, f.o‘r 1:19 c:xlx(’o{‘d‘z;;)letely rehabilitate himself.
On the other hand, Jud;‘mmf includes every detail of the Viritten Torah and
oy —eee

Oral Torah, ‘to the Shulchan Aruch, ReMO and Achronim, all codifiers whose decisions
have been accepted as binding by the Jewish people as & whole., This is the

reason for the Rambem's ruling (Hil. Teshuvah, ch. 3, H8) that he Who mmimkwimx
denies the Divine origin of even one single word of the Torah, maintaining that

it was said by Moses on his own accord, or he who denles the traditional explana-
tion of the Torsh in the Oral Lav? is regarded as a heretic. The Rambam concludes
there, that such a Jew, if he died without “eshuvah, has no @ rt in the World

2
To Come. Remxswehxaxdwmkak

8 given

A parallel can be found Alln mathematics: Vhen a set of axioms is kmowm, as
. R% 4l izt "ot Lhivs,, development of

,,wen es the method of logiodl dod:uotion#, “the whole df/thé selence of mathebics

SR

Similarly in the case of Toras flashem. When the Torah was given at Sinai

thereby rlvnn’ o the end of days.\_g i

together with the principles of its exposition, the entire Law was then laid down,

from which every phase of Jewish life can be deduced and codified for all times.
the

Every accepted ruling of the Sages/ to the Achronim/ is thus implicit in/Torah from

Sinai., For this reason the Rambam rules (in the beginning of Hilechot Mamrim)

"that Wl whoever believes“in Moshe Rabbenu and the Tors.h/ is bound #g by the decisions
of the Beth Din Hagodol “in Jerusalem, and thet a bepeach of such decision is deemed
a ‘breach: of the Poral which commands, 'Thou shalt not deviate from any thing

which they (Beth Din) w,{ll tell thee,' even though such thing is merely & Takanah

or Minheg, since such decision is based on the principles of the Toreh. The same

is true, of course, not only of the ljet‘h Din Hagodol but of all such legal institu-

. :
tions which heve been recognized by thé majority of our people.

no matter how deficient or remiss one may be spiritually
they make no distinction
Judaism tretudes is composed of every detail

a parallel can be found in science when a set of axioms is given, as well as the method and
operation of them the whole development of this science to the end of days is thereby given
(implicitly) 7"2n ni7nnnn 102 APADXDLNINTID 910 7221,
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It is a very long time since I saw\An Shull, I trust you are

in good health, and that everything is well with you.

[ Kt?((-'ﬂ’ /52!

Though we are now observing the sad period of the "Nine Ds.ys,"
they nevertheless contain a message of hope and good tidings.
Indeed, we have been promised that the sad period of the 17th of

Tammuz through the 9th of Av will be converted into a periﬁ of e
/ i< N P

rejoicing when our Righteous Redeemer will come, |-
The preparation for that happy time isﬁfthe observance of
mourning for our lost Beth Hamikdosh in the proper manner.

In the day‘s; of old, when the Beth Hamikdosh stood in its glory,
‘ : the i:hysical ed

of wood and stone was the visible symbol
ary within us, The physical Beth Hamikdosh

«
the spiritual counterpart was ﬂs/oﬂ M’z()

dosh was destroyed) our” p‘e‘; in%e f /,;{

missionsy first to rebuild the spiritual

the physical edifice, the Second

lasted only as long as the spiritual

1 Thxwaxsxdesireyedxwhen its destruction

f&r the spiritual relapse.

e Third Beth fiantldosh, 6-d has let us Know

y . Loseatiaily sd cesrdag s Wiy 1p7ret utally,
fF that our task of re : [ding will belconfined to the spiritual one

M2 ’7[?& only. G-d Himself will

L(}l is indeed an authmﬁt opinion that the Third Beth Hamikdosh

B i will appear miraculma.y by the work of G-d.

[/)Z'v'?

rovide the physical counterpart. There

However, the spirit'u:l. sanctuary must be rebullt by our efforts

)aqe‘ through '.l.‘eshuva.l*xE Torah and Mitzvoth., Each spiritual "briek"

that everyone of 1 contribute will be mf 1ndestructib£%‘l/' The
process of this spiritual "brick-laying" began at the very mgment (),
when the nat% of the destrgyed Beth Hamilkdosh Mf xgﬂ
Itis a very long time since | saw you in Shul D'TIn' 7¥ '"NDNN Y12'P DIPN

our Righteous Redeemer will come |DN 12'D2 N1NN2

[P P'7N the preparation

When the first Beth Hamikdosh was destroyed 1"2""y mwan 3"'nN1 " 12 "'V 2NN

our task of rebuilding will be g1 AN MIYT NN2371 NP2 confined to the spiritual one only
Each spiritual “brick” that everyone of the jews will contribute will be indesctructible and

the process of this spiritual “brick-laying” began at the very moment when the last part of
the Beth Hamikdosh caught fire.
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/ This A the fdﬁper meaningﬁof the Midrashic saying (Echah Rabba)
M that at thé, moment when t he Beth Hamikdosh was destroyed Messiah
U_{W was born ;aﬁh sigh that a Jew emits from the depth of%h/%’ai J
mourning for the loss of the Fe% éamikdo{\pxnxﬁn»the Epircckmakx
W —rebuilding of the spiritual sanctuary.
It is well to remember that the main body of the spiitual
sanctuary vhich we wereto rebuild in the long terrilé%: ‘:;cizl:ftual
DZ already coyributed by the early generations of\ giants of
I our people. To us has been left a comparatively amaller part
I | of it. Nevertheless ouxs'mgiire must be imbued with'bthe same
I ‘ ' netity as theirs. %&_”JELQ_ZQ?MQ
The practical lesson is that every constructiveydeed we are
I about to do must have the gxam mental convietion that we are
I contributing’the final "brick'y to,%‘all-embracing, indestructible
sanctuary for our people and the world at large. The responses
in terms of humility and self-sacrifice which such an attitude
(‘ must call forth in us are obvious. It should permeate every
J . Q’C? J ? %11‘1 our daily life, for each one of us
- has his share) in the rebulldirg of this spiritual sanctuary.
Rl . recc}gf‘?"’?’
- X 2% (in(7 ERIN>
b ,//? .[62") (%\‘/LJ(/) - nr{’U :
</ ’VK) 4
This is one of the meanings of the Midrashic saying that at the very moment when
the Beth Hamikdosh was destroyed, Messiah was born. And even the sigh that a Jew
emits from the depth of his heart mourning for the loss of the Beth Hamikdosh, adds
a brick of the spiritual sanctuary.
Is already erected
we are contributing one of the final bricks to the all embracing, indestructible
sanctuary
It should permeate every action 137 7w 2"y NIn [P DN N in our daily life, for each
one of us has his share to erect in the rebuilding of this spiritual sanctuary p"nnral
T'"'NN "'DIN N1 RN 'DYIN.
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_scourge of idolatry which had plﬁ ued the Jewiéh peopl

INTRODUCTION TO THE THIRD VOLUME

The precsent volume deales with a comparativély short perlod
of'our history. It covere only a little over four centuries.
Ye% gt le a very significant and eventful one. It saw the
return of the Jewlsh exlles from Bebylon, the restoration of
the Jewish homeland and the establishment of the so-called

Second Jewish Commonwealth. ©Politically the new Jewlsh state

never regained complete Iindependence, except for an interluds

priestly
of a century under the rule of the/Hasmonsan dynasty. It

pasgsed from Persian dominion, to Gresk (Syrian) rule, and
finally succumbed to Roman imperialism. Internelly it enjoyed
almost complete autonomy throughout this period, ite self-

eventually
government/passing from the High Priest to the Sanhedrin,

headed by the Nassi, a scion of the House of David. o i
the
More important by far ie the course of/epiriltual develop-
during this period and destiny

ment of our peoplef for it 1ie by virtue of ite inner epirit /
that our people lives and shapes 1te history. If the first
two volumes of "Our Peovle" dealt with the historical periods
that may be cheracterlsed as the infancy and adolescence, res-
pectively, the present volume gtxix dezale with the period xhxx
vherein our pcople rcached maturity. The Beth Hemikdosh in
Jerusgalem wee sgein the center of Jewish 1ife, but vocf:;if the .

n

7Y o de
the ﬁriof of the 43 The Jewich people Thaé learnt their ™
One F@E e under
lesson. The idea 6—\One G-d reigned supreme, and was 2 living
reality. The indtded threat of asesimilation with the Szmaritans
wee culckly and resolutely nipped in the bud by the crest
spirituel leaders,m® Ezra tke Scribe end Nehemiah., Tie last

'
three prophets, Hazgel, Zecherieh and Malechi, provided the

necesgeary spiritual invigoration during this criticsl iniltisl

'NP"pnn
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veriod.
Thoush the era of prophecy came to an end, heving

s served the Will of Divine Providence, the epiritual heritege
v A the
pA [tix. / of our people pessed on into/safe hands/ of thc Men of

AN
oyl

v -
fﬁ_bw.*L“V \ the Grezat Aseembly, headed by Ezre the Scribe, vwhoss place
Y 3

1n Jewlsh history wee second only to that of losse. From
|

Ezra and hile contemporaries &né cuccessors, altogether

one hundred and twenty sreat Sages, tbg_?radition pesgsed

L.;.- Lo/
on to the Tannaim, the great ngilxi$;/tﬁhchers and Sages,
e & — theVYinterpretation of

he pebs Oral Llaw, zampkzmsnximz/the
/{ ool GLave LlvebamGy QMg ctssatbavloust o llu yox Yslon /i
Z) 5-(51 Written Law, The triengle was now complete: One People iz,

v

L A

A ‘¥ under One G-d on the basis of One lLaw. Under thesge circum-
73 Cﬂ£1§ \¥J\é\ stences the Jewlieh people mmmik& were able to meet suc-
D &;CAB cessfuly the chellenge of Helleniem, vhich produced the

Wl //ﬁ Miracle of Chanukeh. This was & much more serious threat

to the Jewish people than the/evente which gave us the

Indeed, our peoplé had attalned such maturity that
not even the E¥IU& destruction of the Beth Hamlkdosh, and
4 for the second time oL et
the loss of our land/could deal = , B-blow
at our existence as &xyx an independent peopls. Out-of

the ruilns of the Beth Homikdosh and of Jerusalem emerged

Yavneh and its Sages. Once ggain the prophetic promise -
"the eternity of Israel ehall not fail" - wae tested and
verifled. On this note, this volume ends, to be continued

in due course, with the helb ofpxEternal.

9"Vvawin 7w 2"nD N "INTN 7" 'V ,N9 7¥aY N1IN,L,NIYNN 117 1201 D'NNNY 2NDY NN 7Y
3'"2WIN1 NIXNN 'DI9 |'NI ZV192 NIXD IDUPY |1 2"VID 'D'D AN 7731 9"yawin 1)
7V DXV PYT7 1XT DIITADN 1D L,0M19 N0 N0 NINNANTN NN NITY 2NdY AN 7Y
(*"22 73 7v192 T'DYAT7 AN P N A) YN L,N7Y 0NN TEINN =TI 0rpgn
NN N7 'MYN DY XN [TANI NN (21N 17'0XY NPTN ND NN AW IDYY ANDYW nn 7y
"glancing" n2mNn Q7N 127N IXDXY DYI 017 anything but a glancing blow Niin7 n710
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perilod,

Though the era pf prophecy came to an end, having
served the Will of Divine Providence, the spiritual heritage
of our people passed on into the safe hands of the Men of
the Great Assembly, headed by Ezra the Seribe, whose place
in Jewish history was second %m only to that of Moses, From
Ezra and his contemporaries and successors, altogether one
hundred and twenty great Sages, the Tradition passed on to
the Tannaim, the great teachers and Sages who formulated
and systematized the Oral Law - the traditional interpret-

vere eventually ¥
ation of the Written Law, and whose teachings x¥m/embodied
in the sai.:l:,‘(volumes) of the Mishnah. The triangle was now
complete: One pecple under One Ged on the basis of One Lau.
@\Under these circumstances the Jewish people were able to
meet successfully the challenge of Hellenism, the most
serious spiritual erisis ever aexperienced by our people,
resulting in the M,racle of Chranukah.
Indead, our people had attained such spiritual maturity
that not even the destruction of the Beth Hamikdosh/ and
the loss of our land for the second time could deal a
mortal blow at our existence as aPindependen people. Qut
of the ruins of the Beth Hamikdosh and of Jerusalem emerged
Yavneh and ite Sages to continue to forge the unbroken chain
of our Tradition. Onee again the prophetic promise = "the
eternity of Israel shall not fail" - was tested and verified,
On thie note the present volume ends, to be continued in

due course, with the help of the Eternal.

Sedarim; Spiritually :9'DIn NIY nnJn2
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770 lutm Pa'hay
St : Br "ﬂ’.’ NeYo

Q. Oct. 8, 1942.

My dear Friend:s

Having hoard that it m poui.bla to :
eend parcels from Palestine to needy relatives,

I ask you to please send parcels of food and
‘e¢lothing to my daughter and son-in-h', who

are in great nseds -

: T have alsc writtem to our triud, Chaim
Joseph Resenblum &€ well ae to our friend Rabbi ‘

" H, Havlin in Jerusalem about thise Please get

in touch with than and iry ywr best to fulfil
ny uqnast. :

: I trust thet you and your tanﬁii;aﬁ‘in
the best of henlth. '

Hith kindest regards,

Very simrply yours,

Wrs. N.D.Schneersochn

Rosenblum Tel Aviv :7"'N21 9'DIN 1"INTX ")
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CABLES: “JOINTDISCO” NEW YORK TELEPHONE: LExington 2-5200

Q\R THE AMERICAN JEWISH
JOINT DISTRIBUTION COMMITTEE, |Inc.
270 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 16, N.Y.

EDWARD M. M. WARBURG, Chairman Vice-Chairmen 1| EDWIN GOLDWASSER, Treasurer
PAUL BAERWALD, Honorary Chairman

JAMES N. ROSENBERG, Honorary Chairman JAMES H. BECKER HAROLD F. LINDER | BENJAMIN ABRAMS, Treasurer
MRS. FELIX M. WARBURG, Honorary Chairman I. EDWIN GOLDWASSER WILLIAM ROSENWALD "

JOSEPH C, HYMAN WILLIAM J. SHRODER

MAURICE BERNON, Chairman, National Council
Vice-Chairmen, Nationa! Council
BERNARD ALEXANDER  LLOYD W. DINKELSPIEL
LESTER D. ALEXANDER WILLIAM P. ENGEL
JOHN BALABAN LOUIS A. FISCHL

ARTHUR M. LOWENTHAL

MOSES A. LEAVITT, Executive Vice-Chairman
and Secretary

ALEXANDER KAHN M. C. SLOSS
HERBERT H. LEHMAN JONAH B. WISE

European Executive Council

BERNHARD KAHN JOSEPH J. SCHWARTZ
Honorary Chairman Chairman

YELYN M. MORRISSEY, Assistant Treasurer
EX A. LANDESCO, Compiroller :

Al

DDROTHY L. SPEISER, Assistant Comptrollor
BENJAMIN B, GOLDMAN, Assistant Secretary
B

RIS M. JOFFE, Assistant Secretary
1§IDOR COONS Director of Fund Raising

770 Eastern Parkway
Brooklyn 13, N.Y.

Dear Mrs. Schneersohn;

We have learned with a deep sense of sorrow, of the|passing of your
revered husband, the Venerable Rabbi Joseph I. Schngersohns

Outstanding as a spiritual authority, Rabbi Schneersgohn devoted his
enorgies and courageous spirit to causes which are in the Jighest

interests of our people. His achievements will stand as a (lasting
tribute to his holy memory.

May I extend to you and to the members of your family the Heartfelt
sympathy of the officers of the Joint Distribution (ommittde.

Si ely yours,

es A, Leavitt
Executive Vice-Chairman

L
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Mrs. Joseph I, Schneersohn
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th of Sivan, 5725
Drook lvn 5 Na &.

The American Joint Distribution Committee
3 E. 84th St,
New Yorky, Ne Yo

I was deeply grieved to hear of the passing of MNre
¥oses Ay Leavitt of blessed memoxy,

1ty heartfelt sympath¥hgoes out to all the mombexs
of the Administration of the Joint Distribution Committeo
as well as to his bereaved family, and not least to all
the many thousands of fellow Jews who have been helped
by his dedicated rescue work over the many years of his -
association with you,

The late v, Moses A, Leavitt of blessed memo
ersonified co well all thot the American Joint Distri-
utisn Cormitteoe has stood for., Hie memory will be

cherished all who have been privileged know him

and work with him to alleviate the plight of our brethren
in various parts of the world during such critical perleds
in the history of our people,

With blessing
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By the Grace of G-d
17th of Teveth, 5731
(Jan. 14, 1971)
Brooklyn, N.Y.

The ronorable John V. Lindsay
Mayor of the City of New York
Office of the Mayor

New York, N.Y.

Greeting and Blessing:

Mrs. Schneerson joins me in grateful acknowledgment of
your kind and thoughtful message of condolence un the passing
of our mother and mother-in-law,the saintly Nachama Dinah
Schneersohn, of blessed memory.

It is now nearly thirty years since my illusirious prede-
cessor, Rabbi Joseph Isaac Schneersohn,and his family
arrived in this great city and were warmly received. The
center of our Chabad-Lubavitch movement was then trans-
planted in this great metropolis, where it has enjoyed every
opportunity to carry on its historic destiny, which had been
so tragically interrupted by the holocaust in Europe. In all
humility may I add that the history of this great city has also
been vastly enriched by their presence and contribution to its
educational and cultural institutions. In the annals of our
movement this period will be remembered as one of ite most
flourishing.

I extend to you our prayerful wishes for your good health
and continued success in the exalted position with which Divine
Providence has burdmed as well as privileged you.

With kindest personal regards,

Cordially,
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