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Strikingly, the maamor that Shabbos began a surprising
new direction in the subjects of the hemshech. The Rebbe
RaShaB now started to explain deep concepts concerning the
first period after the revelation of Moshiach, when “the world
will continue its normal course,” as forecast by the Prophets and
our Sages. The darkness of the Tzimtzum (concealing force),
which at present hides the world’s true Divine character, will
then no longer conceal but will enable Hashem’s infinite light
to be revealed openly.

It is known that whenever the Chabad Rebbes gave a
maamar, it effected some change in the spiritual and material
worlds, bringing down exalted spiritual forces and Divine
revelations that affected happenings in our material world.
Sometimes this was true even for changes in the politics and
government of the land, as our Rebbes occasionally hinted or
even told us explicitly. On other occasions, it was the Chassidim
who noticed the striking connection between the subjects and
wording of the Rebbe’s maamor and significant current events.

This was also true in regard to events in the lives of their
successors, as we find, for example (see Hayom Yom, 6" Adar
II, and 9" Kislev), the Alter Rebbe giving maamorim which
later formed the first volume of Tanya — his central work of
Chassidus — in connection with important past, present and
future dates in the lives of his son, the Mitteler Rebbe, and
grandson, the Tzemach Tzedek, both of whom later succeeded
him.

As we know, on the day of a boy’s bar-mitzva, he becomes
endowed with special spiritual powers. In this case, too, we can
conjecture about some intimate underlying connection between
the Rebbe RaShaB’s maamor and the bar-mitzva of his future
successor, who was destined later to lead the Jewish people
through the intense darkness of exile before the revelation of
Moshiach.
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saw before became full of great joy, and from the hall came the
sound of intense dancing and singing. The joy became so great
that it had a deep effect even on those who hadn’t been there
earlier.

“It was palpably sensed that, deep within this enthusiastic
joy, lay some profound significance underneath it, and that
both the request and the one who finally gave his positive reply
would be remembered for a long time.”

A few years after her journal entries, Rebbetzin Chana
related the events of that occasion to the writer Nissan Gordon
(as he recorded in Di Yiddishe Heim):

“After the bar-mitzva speech, my husband demanded
from our son to make him a certain promise. I don’t know
what it was about, but I remember that, after Shabbos, when
our son finally agreed, great joy broke out in our home, and the
dancing continued until late at night.”

Reb Nissan Gordon had a deep Chassidic sensitivity, and
to the above account he added his personal comment, “Who
knows? Perhaps already then there were secret conversations
between father and son about matters at the very height of the
spiritual world of the Chabad Rebbes...”

Meanwhile, in Lubavitch

That same Shabbos, Parashas Tzav, 5675, when the
future Rebbe’s bar-mitzva celebration was held — immediately
following his 13™ birthday on the previous day, 11" Nissan
— the Rebbe RaShaB gave a maamor (discourse of Chabad
philosophy) in Lubavitch, as he did every Shabbos. It was a
further portion of his renowned hemshech (series) of 144
maamorim known (after the Talmudic quote starting the first
maamor) as B’sha’a shehikdimu, 5672 (or Hemshech Ayin-
Beis) which he had begun almost three years earlier. The
hemshech deals with the most profound subjects in Chassidus.
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From tears to joyous dancing

The future Rebbe’s tears are recorded in the Rebbetzin’s
words, too (although her account may refer to another point in
the celebration, and the tears she describes may have been for
a different reason).

In the first of her journal entries, she writes:

“After [the bar-mitzva speech], a new episode in the
occasion started. The boy’s father called upon him to make
him a certain promise. I was not present in the room [so I don’t
know what it was]. But the bar-mitzva boy did not readily give
his agreement. The eyes of anyone emerging from the room —
old or young, Torah observant or not — were filled with tears.
There prevailed an atmosphere that I have no words to describe,
which continued for several hours. Finally, my son gave his
positive reply to his father’s request, and everyone joined in
happy dancing, their faces still tear-stained but now full of joy.
It was as if everyone was transported to a different world.”

In the second of her journal entries, Rebbetzin Chana
writes:

“Around 3:00-4:00 p.m., old men and young started
appearing [from the main hall] with weeping faces. I tried to
catch a glance into the hall to find out why they were crying,
but the hall was so crowded that only many heads were visible,
so I couldn’t see anything. When I asked someone, I was told
that his father had asked our son to promise him something.

“Since I wasn’t personally present in the hall, I don’t
know how the conversation proceeded. But it seems that my
son’s agreement wasn’t given immediately. Everyone present
was amazed by the outstanding maturity of such a young boy
who was so considered and cautious with his reply. I don’t
know the details, but at around 6:00-7:00 p.m. — I recall that it
was already turning into twilight outside — the weeping faces |
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everything to prevent a member of the Schneerson family from
being appointed to this prominent position.

“Shmerel-Sergei wouldn’t let extremists lead him where
he might not want to go. He decided to interview the candidate
privately in order to assess his personality on his own.

“Starting late in the evening, the two sat together
through the night for six hours of private discussion. Paley
was so deeply impressed by my husband’s personality that in
those few hours he turned into one of his most enthusiastic
supporters. It was his support that was ultimately crucial in
securing my husband’s appointment as Rav.”

Now, after the Rav’s son had given his outstandingly
profound speech, Paley felt even further vindicated in his
decision to help Reb Leivik become Rav of the city, and it even
re-aroused the Jewish spark within his soul.

Two streams of tears

A stranger once visited the old building of Toras Emes
(Chabad) yeshiva in Jerusalem. The rosh yeshiva at the time,
Rabbi Moshe Leib Shapiro, greeted him and, as Jews do, asked
about his city of origin. Hearing he was from Yekatrinoslav, he
asked whether he knew the Rav of the city and his son — who
had already become the seventh Rebbe of Chabad-Lubavitch.

The visitor replied that he had known them well and
was even present at the Rebbe’s bar-mitzva, recalling how Reb
Leivik asked his son, “Do you know what you are becoming
today?”

The bar-mitzva boy’s only reply was two streams of
tears pouring from his eyes.
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“\I remember how the engineer Paley, who was highly
talented and familiar with in-depth Talmudic scholarship,
approached me after my son’s speech and exclaimed, ‘This is
the first time in my life that I hear such explanations from a boy
of his age!””

In an interview Rebbetzin Chana gave to the prominent
Yiddish writer, Nissan Gordon (which he later recorded in Di
Yiddishe Heim quarterly magazine), she added many details:

“After the bar-mitzva finished his speech, a Jew named
Sergei Pavlovich (Paley) congratulated me with the blessing
of ‘mazel tov,” adding that he considered himself fortunate for
having played an important role in bringing such a Rav, with
such a son, to the city.

“He was referring to the beginning of his relationship
with us. This Jew’s original name was Shmaryahu — “Shmerel
Feitel’s” [his father was named Feitel] — and he was an engineer
by profession. In his youth he had received a traditional Torah
education, and even had the privilege of studying under the
renowned Chossid, Rabbi Hillel Paritcher. He remained a
traditional Jew until after his marriage and the birth of two
children. But then he left the path of Yiddishkeit and went to
study academic subjects. On receiving his diploma as engineer,
he changed his name to Sergei Pavlovich. His children have
become distant from the Jewish people and the Torah, and
don’t even know how to read Hebrew. He was a leader of the
Zionist movement, and one of our city’s wealthiest and most
influential Jews.

“When my husband’s candidacy as Rabbi of
Yekatrinoslav was proposed, it aroused a storm of opposition
from Zionist circles. The Rebbe RaShaB had publicized a
sharp letter against Zionism, and they were afraid of allowing
one of his leading disciples to serve as Rav of their city. They
urged their leader, Paley, to exert his powerful influence and do
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“The celebration took place on Shabbos, and a large
crowd was present. We had a large apartment and all the rooms
were packed. It was so crowded that many guests left, while
new ones came to fill their place. I hosted the female guests,
many of whom were young women. The guests, both male and
female, came from all segments of the community.

“The event began probably at noon, after morning
prayers at shul. The men sat in the large hall of our apartment,
while we women sat in the large dining-room. The tables, of
course, for both men and women, were set lavishly.”

The bar-mitzva speeches

The first of Rebbetzin Chana’s two journal entries refers
to the bar-mitzva speeches:

“At the bar-mitzva celebration... I think he gave two
scholarly addresses, one on subjects of Nigleh [Torah’s revealed
parts — Talmud, Halacha, etc.] and another on Nistar [Torah’s
concealed parts — Chassidus and Kabbala].

“A large crowd of guests was present, including many
good friends. In additional, this was the period of the triumph
of the Chassidim concerning the city’s Rabbinate, the fact that
such a devoted Chassidic candidate had been accepted as Rabbi
of the city. That’s why so many guests came to the bar-mitzva
celebration, even many who had not been personally invited.

“The celebration was held on Shabbos, and the
farbrengen continued until after the time of havdala [which
concludes Shabbos]. 1 myself was not in the room where he
gave the speeches, but everyone was astounded by their content,
with indescribable amazement.”

Impression on the listeners

The Rebbetzin continues:
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of the passing of their ancestor, the Tzemach Tzedek (1789-
1866), the third great Rebbe of Chabad, for whom the bar-
mitzva boy was named.

An occasion of “great exaltation”

The most reliable account of the celebration itself is in
Rebbetzin Chana’s journal. She describes the bar-mitzva in
two different journal entries — 18" Nissan, 5711-1951, and
Rosh Chodesh Adar 1, 5719-1959.

The second entry gives a comprehensive background
for the event:

“...I was reminded of the bar-mitzva celebration of my
eldest son, may he live a long and good life in good health
and success. All our three sons’ bar-mitzva celebrations were
impressive, but my oldest son’s was different and unusual,
distinguished by a sense of great exaltation.

“It was our family’s first celebration, and everyone now
related towards my late husband most positively... It came after
the difficult ‘birth-pains’ around his original appointment as
Rav. Problems resulted from opposition by non-Chassidim and
Zionists to Lubavitch, of which they considered my husband a
representative. They didn’t want to allow his appointment to
the position.

“But the bar-mitzva was already over seven years
after we had moved to the city. Those who had supported his
appointment were proud of everything he had accomplished in
the city. Those who had opposed him, on the other hand, had
since then often expressed remorse for their opposition. So this
was an opportunity for both sides to demonstrate their feelings.

“For our close friends, this was a true celebration,
a pleasant expression of brotherly friendship — a life-giving
delicious taste as I recall it now.
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home in Lubavitch, he again requested his blessing for his
grandson:

“I spoke [to the Rebbe RaShaB] about the bar-mitzva
that, with Hashem’s help, my grandson Menachem Mendel,
Leivik’s son, will mark on the coming 11" Nissan. [I asked the
Rebbe] that he give him his blessing that, by [my grandson]’s
wearing tefilin, his mind and heart become subordinated to
Hashem...

“The Rebbe gave me his holy hand and said, ‘Have a
safe trip.... Send regards to... Leivik. May Hashem help that
Mendel be a sincerely religious Jew, [and] he [Leivik] should
have nachas [gratification] from him and from his other
children, too.”

The grandfather concluded the journal entry with the
wish, “May Hashem give me the privilege of soon visiting
Lubavitch again.”

Erev Shabbos Hagodol

The future Rebbe’s 13" birthday, on 11" Nissan,
5675 (1915), fell that year on Friday, the day before Shabbos
Parashas Tzav (when that Torah portion was read), Shabbos
Hagodol (“the Great Shabbos”) as the Shabbos before Pesach
is called.

Many details about his bar-mitzva celebration are
unknown. But from the brief accounts revealed over the years,
we can piece together a fascinating image of a young lad who,
already then, was a great scholar and saintly personality who,
despite his unassuming modesty, was already understood by
others to be destined for greatness.

Since his birthday that year was on Friday, the
celebration was held on Shabbos, and continued into the
evening following, which was already 13" Nissan, anniversary
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The Rebbe RaShaB’s blessings

Among the distinguished guests present at the bar-
mitzva celebration was the future Rebbe’s grandfather, Rabbi
Boruch Shneur Schneerson, Reb Leivik’s father. He was a
widower and often stayed for months on end in the town of
Lubavitch, center of the Chabad Chassidic movement. As a
respected member of the Schneerson family, he had the honor
of being invited to stay at the home of his cousin, the Rebbe
RaShaB — Rabbi Sholom Dovber (1860-1920), the fifth great
leader of Chabad, who treated him with unusual closeness.
Rabbi Boruch Shneur’s journey to Yekatrinoslav for the bar-
mitzva followed a prolonged stay in Lubavitch, and he brought
his grandson a special present — the Rebbe RaShaB’s holy
blessing.

Rabbi Boruch Shneur’s journal records how, a month
earlier, he had requested the Rebbe RaShaB’s blessing for his
grandson who was about to start putting on tefilin:

“On Sunday of Parashas Tetzaveh, 1 told [the Rebbe
RaShaB] about my son Leivik, and about his son Mendel, who
has to [start to] put on fefilin this coming Thursday, 11% Adar,
because, on the coming 11% Nissan, G-d willing, he will become
bar-mitzva. And [l asked] that the Rebbe [RaShaB], shalita,
should bless him that his mind and heart become subordinated
to Hashem through putting on tefilin [as is the required intent
of the mitzva]. [I further told the Rebbe how] he is a good
boy, whose [level of Torah] study is prodigious, with Hashem’s
help.”

Rabbi Boruch Shneur also mentioned how Reb Leivik
“educates them [his three sons] in the path of the Torah and
avoda [serving Hashem], and they are on the right and good
path.”

Later, before Rabbi Boruch Shneur left the Rebbe’s
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THE REBBE’S
BAR-MITZVA

100 Years — 11* Nissan
5675-5775 (1915-2015)

By Rabbi Schneur Zalman Hertzel

Translated by Rabbi Daniel Goldberg

THE BAR-MIZVA CELEBRATION

“Ge’on Olom”

“At the time of his bar-mitzva,” Rebbetzin Chana once
told the Yiddish writer Reb Nissan Gordon, the Rebbe’s first
biographer, “my son was already a ge’on olom [prodigious,
world-class, Torah scholar].”

The writer added that the Rebbetzin “said this with such
a tone of certainty, evidently choosing her words very carefully
to ensure that she not alter the exact words she had heard —
almost certainly from her husband.” (Of course, only someone
who is himself a ge’on olom — as Reb Leivik was — is qualified
to decide who else is at the prodigious level of scholarship to
deserve such an exalted title.)
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It is with much gratitude that we thank Hashem for giving us
the opportunity and privilege of leading our dear children Chanoch
and Mushkie under the chuppah. May they build a binyan adei ad
and be a source of true nachas to the Rebbe, our family and to Klal
Yisroel.

We sincerely thank you, our dear family and friends, for coming
this evening to celebrate with us in our simcha. We particularly
appreciate that many have travelled long distances from cities
around the globe to join us on this joyous occasion. We look
forward to being able to continue sharing and rejoicing in each
others simchas.

May Hashem bestow his bountiful blessings on you, your
families and Klal Yisroel, and may we merit being able to go
from this simcha to rejoicing in the ultimate simcha of the Geulah
Shlemah.

Families Junik and Rosenfeld
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