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(Above)Dancingat the Koselwith the sefer Torah.

(Right) TheTorahsitsin thefront seat of thecar  
on it sjourney.

(Above) TheTzemachTzedekshul.

(Left) A poster announcingthespecial hachnasas  
sefer Torah that took placeon 16Adar 1969.
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TheTorah,
the Shul,

and theOld City

OnasunnyFebruaryafternoonin 1969,a largecrowdgatheredat 

theKosel Hamaaravi for a uniquehachnasassefer Torah.It was  

four p.m. on the day after Shushan Purim, and the joyous crowd 

began to dance through the recently liberated and only partially 

reconstructed streets of the Old City of Yerushalayim. They 

were escorting a special Torah sent to them by the Lubavitcher 

Rebbe, which had been donated by the Young Israel of Eastern 

Parkway in theCrown Heightssection of Brooklyn. It hadbeen

delivered days earlier by the Rebbeȭs shaliach, Rabbi Yaakov 

YehudaMajeski, zȱl. Theprocessionwoundits wayto thehistoric 

Tzemach Tzedek shul on Rechov Chabad, where the Torah was 

placedin thearonkodesh.

Barely two years after Yerushalayimȭs liberation from Arab 

rule,manypeopleviewed theTorahȭspresence in thesole  

survivingshulof theOldCityasasignof future security.Never 

again would theHolyCity beruled by foreign invaders; Klal  

Yisrael would remain in their eternal capital until the coming 

ofMoshiach.

How asefer Torah from America  
reassuredYerushalayim

BY DOVIDMAR GO L I N
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The Tzemach Tzedek Shulɀ
BeisMenachem

Shortly after Israel declared

independence in 1948, the armies of the

surrounding Arab countries invaded the

country with the goal of driving every

Jewish man, woman, and child into the

sea. On May 17, 1948, King Abdullah of

Jordan ordered his army into

Yerushalayim. Heavy fighting ensued,

and ten days later the Arab army forced

Jewish fighters out of their stronghold in

the Churvah shul in the Old City.

Shortly after its capture, there was a

huge explosion in the Churvah, and the

shulȭs iconic dome came crashing down.

The demolition of the Churvah set

the tone for the next nineteen years of

Arab control of the Old City. When

Yerushalayim was finally unified after

the Six Day War in 1967, only one shul

remained standing in the Old City, the

Tzemach Tzedek shul ɂ Beis

Menachem.

Anaerial view of the OldCity. At left is the TzemachTzedekshul, next to the Churvahbefore it wasrebuilt; at top right is the Kosel.
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The shul, originally named Beis

KnessesChassidei Chabad, was founded

sometime around 1840 in a rented space

in Yerushalayim. In 1858, with the

assistance of philanthropist David

Sassoon of Bombay, India, the shul

acquired the building it had been

renting . The chassidim then renamed it

Beis Menachem in honor of their Rebbe,

the Tzemach Tzedek Harav Menachem

Mendel of Lubavitch, zyóa (5549/ 1789ɀ

5626/ 1866), and it became commonly

known as the TzemachTzedek shul.

In 1879, another member of the

Sassoonfamily, Eliyahu Sassoon,passed

away, and a second floor was added to

the building in his memory. The second

floor housed a Sephardic shul and

yeshivah named KnessesEliyahu. In the

aftermath of World War I, the Chabad

shul moved to the second floor and the

Sephardicshul relocated to the first .

During the War of Independence the

shul found itself in the heart of the battle

zone yet miraculously remained

unscathed. Through the nearly twenty

years of Arab rule that followed, the shul

lay deserted and was converted into a

factory and storage facility by its 

occupants.

Rabbi Moshe Tzvi Halevi 
Segal,zȱl

Few men played more significant roles

in the major turning points of

Yerushalayimȭs modern history than

Rabbi Moshe Tzvi Segal,zól. Born in 1904

to a Lubavitcher family in Poltava,

Russia,Rabbi Segalstudied in the Poltava

branch of the famed Yeshivas Tomchei

TemimimɀLubavitch. After the Bolshevik

Revolution, he taught in the clandestine

Lubavitcher chadarim that were set up

throughout the newly formed Soviet

Union. In the 1920s he immigrated with

his family to Eretz Yisrael and was soon

active in the fight to free the Holy Land

from British rule.

Out of fear of provoking anger among

the millions of Arabs under its rule,

especially after the Arab massacres of

1929, the British government in Palestine

instituted a number of laws to weaken

and embarrassthe Jewishpopulation.

At the time, the area in front of the

Kosel was just a narrow alley separating

it from the Arab homes that stood on the

other side. In addition to being harassed

and having garbage thrown at them by

the Arabs, Jews were banned by the

British from daveningout loud, leining the

Torah, and blowing the shofar at any

time. If one wished to listen to krias

haTorah, he would have to go to one of

the shuls in the JewishQuarter.

ȰThe British forbade us to place an

aron kodesh, tables, or benches in the

alley; even a small stool could not be

brought there ȣ [these rules] were

designed to humble the Jews at the

holiest place of their faith,ȱwrote Rabbi

Segal in his Hebrew-language

British Lt. Gen.Dill visiting the Koselat a time of disturbancesin Yerushalayim,1936.
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autobiography.

To ensurethat a shofarwas never 

blown at the Kosel, every year on Rosh 

Hashanah and Yom Kippur the British 

flooded the area with hawk-eyed soldiers. 

On Yom Kippur 1930, MosheSegal,still a  

bachur, decided that he had had enough. 

Yom Kippur was coming to a  close and 

the Jews davening at the Kosel would soon 

begin Neõilah , once again sadly omitting 

the blowing of the shofar.Moshe Segal 

approached the Rav of his minyan, Harav 

Yitzchak Horenstein, zól, and asked him 

in a  whisper where the shofarwas. The 

shockedRav paused for a  moment and 

then, after a quick look around, glanced 

at a shtender standing on the left side of

the alley.
The young m an opened the

compartment of the shtender and slipped

the shofar into his shirt . Borrowing a tallis

from a stranger, he wrapped himself in it

and waited.

ȰWhen the closing verses of Neõilah ȣ

were proclaimed, I took the shofar and

blew a long, resounding blast. Everything

happened very quickly . Many hands

grabbed me. I removed the tallis from

over my head, and before me stood the

TheTzemach  
Tzedekshul.

Anoriginal plaque namingthe shulKnessesEliyahuhangson the secondfloor of the TzemachTzedek 
shulin the OldCity.
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