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RABBI MENACHEM M. SCHNEERSON NRONRIW 7190 T
Lubavitch MmN
770 Eastern Parkway
Brocklyn 13, N. Y.

) WIS 1WRSW TI0
HYacinth 3-2250 By the CGrace of C-d S 3 rem
11th of Cheshvan, 5721

Brooklyn, K. Y.

Mrs, Dverah Groner
&9 Hotham St.
F. St. Kilda

Melbourne
Blessing and Greeting:

T received your letter of ionday, Prashas Nozh, and the {wo rreccding
letters. although I have discussed the matter at length with your hus-
band, who will undoubtedly convey to vou my thoughts, I wish to put down
in writing at least several points, in the hcpe that this letter will
contribute te 2 happier cutlock on the varicus matters abeut which you
wrote in your letters. '

Tirst of &ll, in regard to your quastion, "whose ship is it?" I am sur-
prised that you should have any doubts about 1t, since, obviously, the
ship is that of my father-in-law of saintly memory, our Nessi znd the
Yossi of our people. It is explaired in the Zchar and in thg Tanyaz at
length that Tzadikim egpuntinuo to participate in our world evgn in after-
life, and, moreovgr, in a greater degree than during their life on this:
earth, since, in their exalted state they are free from physical limita-
tions. Happy are they whom he has enrolled in hils ergw and has assigned
to them various tasks. The more responsible a task is, the greater 1is
the reward, of course, both in this world and in’'the world to ccme. -

You menticn other points in ycur letters, concerning opinions and attitudes
of cther pecple, the lack of appreciaticn, ete., all of which you seem te
have taken in a rather sensitive way, which gavei rise tc your thoughts cn.
the relativé¥Edvantages of your nusband's present position by eemparison
with his previous cne. As I have emphasize2 te. your husband, the differ-
ence between his present weork and his previous work is nct a difference
of place or surroundings, but a differcnce of the essential gquality and
character of the werk itself. For previously he was in the capacity of
an employed®clcrk, and as such, there were certainly a number of advan-
tages. 4 clerk has definite hours, and upon completlon of his day's work
he can dismiss it from his mind, knowing that the responsibility lies
squarely on the shculders of his superior. He need only to dc the task
given tc him, in his best way, acd he can then feel no worries, responsi-
bilities or other commitments. Furthermecre, such a job arouses 2 minimum
cf envy, less nervous strain, etc. '

Cn the other hand, when cne has the task of an executive, upor whon the
full respensibility rests, all tae more so bging at a great distance,
and having to make decisions, and especizlly when he takes up such a_job
willingly and enthusiasticaliy and is successful, it is bound to call
forth envy. And envy is such a mental state that it ovokes various feel-
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Mrs. Dvorah Groner -2 - 11th of Cheshvan, 5721

ings in the envious person and other expressions, waich frequently are
inconsiderate and unjustified and very often the envious perscn himself
regrets them. It is also cbvious that such a position entails greater
personz2l commitment, nervous strain, ete. '

Obviously, one whose capacity limits him to a secondary position, such
as that of a clerk, there is little he can do about it, as this is all
that he can accomplish. On the cther hand, one who has the capacity to
be an executive and in charge of a respons{ble undertaking, if such a
perscn should confine himself within the framework of a clerk's job, it
would be a gross injusticc evern o himself, not to mention to the cause.
It is written, "More knowledge, more pain,'" and the more knowledgeable
and advanced person.inevitablyfis)involved in more complicated things.
Cne can say "I don't ¥ o be on the higher level, so that I be spared
the pain." But this would be like a person saying "I don't want to be a
human being; I want to be like an animal and be spared all the pain
asscociated with human life.”

Aside from the above general considerations and principles, if one con-

‘'siders the specific work of disseminating and strengthening Yiddishkeit,

the out loox assumes new dimensions. For our Sages say that the first
word of the Torah, Bereishis, indicates that the whole of creation is for
the sake of the Torah, which is called Reishis.. Considering further that
the work concerns education of Jewish boys and girls, wihich is not only
of vital interest to themselves but also to posterity, for all genera-

tions to come, we arrive at a further dimension, namely, the second inter-

pretation of Bereishis: "For the sake of the Jewish people. who are called
Relshis." ' S .
Furthermore, there is the added dimension in that the work is -carried on
in a country where Judaism is still in its infaney, requiring a real
pioneering spirit to transform the whole of Jewish life in that remote
Continent. what a challenge and opportunity such work offers to the quali
fied person. . ' : - » T

. -Finally, end this is the most basig considgraticn, it is necessary to bear
. in mind that "G-d directs the steps of man and finds delight in his (His)

way," as explained at length by the Baal Shem Tov and the Cld Rebbe.
when individual Divine Providence leads a Jew, man or woman, in a certain

direction, and in a way that G-d finds delight in Eis way, it is to-be
- expected that the Yetzer Eora will seek ways ‘and reans to lessen-the: en-

thusiasm and dampen the spirit. For the greater the accomplishments in

.- the realm of holiness, the greater 1s the oppositlon on tie part.of the

s for what can actually e accomplished, T mentioned to your ‘hisband the

in-law sent twe Jews to.Gruzia (Caucasia), a remote and neglected rggion,

are strictly religious and devoted Chassidim, _There is this difference,

experience in a somewhat similar situation, when the father of my fdther-

the two emissaries so transformed Jewish life there that even now, ‘4%
years- later, we find grandchildren of those native Jews in New York ‘who

D@ Te 20 DRy By Ry Ey




however, that those two Jews who revitalized Jewish life in that remote
region, were the cnly pioneers and had no helpers. They had to start
frem scratch, whereas you ani your husband came te Australia, finding
there a group of Anash who have, to a considerable extent, already®pre-
pared the ground? except that many phases of the work_ have still to be
accomplished and could best be done by pecople who havE" ¥ Ehe1ish back-
5 ‘nﬂ round, since, basically, the Australian society is similar te that of

s
>
; Mrs. Dvorzh Grener 1ith of Chesavan, 5721

thel) American socilety.

I hope that the'ébovérlines wiii suffice to form a basis for further re-
flection along the lines suggested, for, needless to say, the subject is
by no means exhausted.

Lfter all these reflertions, I explicitly told your husband that as far
as he and you are concerned, and as far as the continuation of your work
in Australia is concerned, you have complete freedom of action now, as
before you set out for Australia, when you were in Brocklyn or Buffalo.
You have the freedom to decide whether you wish to continue your work in
Australia at the -end of the three year period, with all that it entails,
or return to an easier job in this country. As a matter of fact,.the
job at the Yeshiva which your husband held before, would undoubtedly be
availabie to him in the same capegliy as beforeys{whieh.is that of the
category of afclerk! with all the”advantages'indiCated earliej. Further-
¥1‘4v\ more, I assured your husband tha Eggre is nc impliecation of aﬁngyzxuxyaﬂaj\
or Teprool, whatever decision neAﬁg eg. The important thing is that if
the task i1s to be donemgdbsheg successfully, the work must be carried on
willingly, without compulsion and without considering it as penal servi-
tude or deportation. Cn the other hand) I would be amiss of my duty if
I were not te point out the essentizl differences between one Jjob as
against the other, in the light of the -quotation mentioned above, "Mcre
knowledge, more pain.”

May G-d grant that you make your decisicn in a way that will be truly
good for you both, materially and spiritually, and that you have good
news to report. .

With blessing, AC,(Z- SRS S
(Y\ﬂZUviﬁifﬁnaY\.

What has been said in regard tc your husband's work zpplles also to your
woTk in disseminating Yiddishkeit among the women and daughters of Chabad
although perhaps not to the same extent, since among the women of Chabad
there are a number of persons who have ‘BA"EHZ1ish background. Needless
te say, howevgr, you have the advantage of having been in the proxirity
of my father-in-law and havinz imbibed directly from his fountains, where
as the other women in Australia could do so only from a¥third'vessel.
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RARBI MENACHEM M. SCHNEERSON .

770 Eastern Parkway
Brooklyn 13, N. Y.

INRTIIRMWU 271101 DN

Lubavitch PRMIRING

HYacinth 3-8250

By the Grace of G-4
12th of Shevat, 5721

Mrs. Dvorah Groner
69 Zotham St.
F. St. Kilda, Vic.

Blessing and Greeting:

After the very long interval, your lette of Rosh

Chodesh Shevat was reccived on the day cfore the
Yahrzeit nolulo of my father-in-law of s2itizly mom=
ory.

May the rememorance of this day inspire vey one of
us to follow in the footsteps of the Ba'l la=Hilulo
to continue his work with dedication andse'flessnesé
for the strengthening of the Torah and Mtzoth and
the teachings and way of life of Chassidis,joth within
one's irmediate surroundings and the enirorent at

large. |
with blessingm%m
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RABBI MENACHEM M. SCHNEERSON \T\RU-\\R‘_}L“ 271010 0mn
Lubavitch S oBMNAYY
- 770 Eastern Parkway ‘
Brook]yn 13,N. Y.

YPIRE IWLER 770
HYacinth 3-8250 . T 3 phpma

3y the Grace of G-d
13th of Nissan, 5721
Brooklyn, N. ¥.

Mrs., Dvorah Grouer
69 Hothar St.

E. St. Kilda.
V¥ictoria

Blessing and Creseting:

Supplementing =7 letter and good wishes for Pesach
addressed to your husband, in which you are, ol ccurse,
ineluded in the same measure, I wish to acknowledge
receipt el your letler of the 3rd of Nissan, which I
read with much interest. I trust that you will continue
to write in detzil 2lso in the future, especially as
eventually things do reach re, and it is always best

to receive information firsthand in crder to avoid
&istort¢on, etc.

Wishing you 2nd yours again a Kosher, happy and inspir-
ing Pesach, and sirmilarly with regardgand best wishes
to all aeservLuh cases, ' '

With blessing,

.//.‘4’-‘ faw v ‘,éuxg(‘-‘b

By
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Lubavitch | B SRS
770 Eastern Parkway : -
Brookiyn 13, N. Y.

IPIRE JIPUOR 770
2.0 PR

HYacinth 3-9250

B. H. 24th of Tammuz, 5722
- 'Brooklyn, N.Y.

 "Rebetzin Dvora uroner
U];lo Empress Road- :
”;Lhast bt Kllda, Vlc.

Ble551nc and Greetlng

?ﬁkfter the con51derable lapse of tlme 51nce your prev1ous letter,
©: I was ‘pleased to; regeive your letter which you began on JUly Ty
zwwith the: supplement.luwr

- May G-d grant that you.will have good news to report in all
matters. ef bcth personal and publlc lntarest o

Enclosed is an;oxcerpt from the recent l3th of ‘Tammuz Frabrengen.
. No, doubt the CHag HaGeulo was inspiringly observed also in. your
,,Cchle, and ‘will 'spur-to ever greater accomplishments -in- every,
. field of- act1v1ty to which my father—ln-law of . saintly memory.
“ had dedicatéd his life. ° A

‘-ou:>entirerfamily,3an%.? N
.f%th bl?SSlngﬁww'“:,&vwwayzn?y\
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Lubavitch PHMNIDT?

770 Eastern Parkway
Brookiyn 13, N. Y.

TIPIRE nynu’k 770
HYacinth 3-9250 ) RIS R L o a !
By the Grace of Ged

8th of Teves, 5724
Brooklyn, N. Y.

Mrs, Devora Gioner
15 Empress Rd,
East St, Kilda
Vie., Australia

Blessing and Greeting:

No doubt you received my acknowledgment of your letter
of the 10th of Kislev.

Referring to the question of the best means of trans-
portation in connection with your trip to the U.S,A., I
suggest that you discuss this matter too with the doctor,
taking into consideration the change of climate from
Australia to the U.S.A., At the same time, you will in-
quire his opinion as to when would be the most suitable
time both for yqu and your child to make the trip. Need-
less to say, it is necessary to reckon seriously with the
doctor's advice;

"~ As for the question c¢f making the trip by boat, I
doubt whether such a voyage, which undoubtedly takes two
to three weeks, would not be too much of a strain, both
for you and the child. This too should be discussed with
the doctor, '

I read with interest your description of your 'rumina-

+3Aarm at +ha FiraciAda uwhila malsna 2 F£9wa Parhame 1+ wanld
e /52 A" g wiio A kd T DAL VO ide e lllul\.l.ll\_-’ =3 o dade G O & L e R ELA ~ e N WO W ed ol S

be advisable for you to write an article in the form of a
soliloquy or an essay, on the model of Emerson and the like,
for publication in some suitable journal, Of course, you
know the analogy mentioned in the Tanya (Chapter 29) of
firewood which refuses to light up,

With prayerful wishes to you and all yours, and

With blessing

7. S L
By . rpea. e
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w]~ RABBI MENACHEM M. SCHNEERSO

Lubavitch S
770 Eastern Parkway B
Brooklyn 13, N. Y. :

HYacinth 3-8250

Brooklyn, N. Y.

' Mr. A. Anger, Asst. Chief

New York City Police Dept,

Police Headquarters
New York, N. Y.

Greeting and Blessings

I am pleased to acknowledge receipt of your greet-

ings and felicitations on

Your warm sentiments
meaningful in view of the

such fertile soil in our great City, where the Lubavitch
movement has its headquarters and where it is rendering
dedicated service to the Jewish community, particularly in

the area of education and
present day and age.

I can best reciprocate your good wishes by reiterat-
ing the Divine blessing given to our Patriarch Abraham, *I

will bless them that bless
yours enjoy G-d's blessing
.generous Hand."

A
Cordially.\ﬂf.\ M

NRDTIRMY 27100 1mn
THNIRINY

YIPIRB TIPUOIR TI0
RIS .r‘)rn:

By the Grace of G-d
26th of Nissan, 5732

Inspector

the occasion of my birthday.

and good wishes are all the more
fact that our movement has found

youth activity so vital in the

thee.® Accordingly, may you and
s "from His full, open, holy and

31
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Lubavitch \
770 Eastern Parkway TBMRING
Brooklyn. N. Y. 11213

YIPIBE PO 770

493-9250
RIS R D o b ]

By the Grace of G-d
16 Tammuz, 5743
Brooklyn, N.Y.

Greeting and blessiag:
This is in reply ﬁo'yoﬁr-iettéf of June 20.

I must say that it is one of the most"amazing?letters I have
ever received, based on a most amazing conclusion of a person
who, after following the Jewish way of life for 17 years, has
now decided that it was wrong because he did it for the sagke of
his wife and family. Hence he feels impelled to make a radical
change, although by his own admission the conclusion is not
based on irrefutable proofs, but is solely motivated by "strong
doubts" and insufficient knowledge about G-d and the need of
observing His Mitzvos.

Curiously, as strong as his doubts are about the past, there
seems to ‘him no doubt whatever about his future course; so much so
that he has already initiated steps to put an end to his past

17 years' life and family.

Surely there is mo need to point out that however wise a person
may be, it is not always wise to rely entirely on one's judgment,
since the wisest person may sometimes make a mistake, especially
in a case where one is personally and deeply involved .

Moreover, by your own recognition, your conclusion is based on
doubts, albeit strong doubts, but douls nevertheless. If so,

why all this haste to carry out your decision? Surely, before
taking steps that even from your. viewpoint could possibly be
destructive to yourself and your family, don’t you think you

ought first to discuss your .doubts and conclusions with knowledge-
able friends, both frum and (if you so desire) not frum? After

17 years, a little more time wouldn't make all that difference.

Aftex all, when a Jew is in doubt - lacking strong convictions
about@he need to do Mitzvos, the logical way of thinking is as
follows: If after further intensive study his convictions are
strengthened, all the better. On the other hand, should he come to
the conclusion that what he was doing was unnecessary, then the

most he could regret would be ‘the "inconvenience" of having spent

a few minutes on putting on Tefillin every weekday morning, or
having deprived himself of non-kosher food, having kept Shabbos

and Yom Tov, and so on. But if he recklessly gives up his Jewish
way of life, and eventually, sooner or later, he is bound to realize
that the Torah and Mitzvos and Jewish way of life are indeed 'our
life and the length of our days," both in this life and in eternal

NPT 32 DB B
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life - then he will never forgive himself for having treated it
so "lightly¥

As for your doubts about the basics of Yiddishekit - there is a
whole body of literature, chllssical and contemporary (including
in English) that deal with the subject. Much of it is based not
on faith but on fact. Suffice it to mention here, by way of
example and because of its timeliness (having recently celebrated
Zman Mdttan Toroseinu), that the Divine Revelation at Sinai, when
G-d pronounced the Decalogue and gave us the Torah, is one of the
most scientifically established events in human history. It is
based on the evidence and personal experience of 600,000 male
adults, besides women and children, which has been transmitted in
identical form from parents to children throughout the generations
in an uninterrupted chain of tradition, further authenticated by
virtually identical daily observances of the same Mitzvos by Jews
in all generations and in all countries of the world, and with
such devotion and commitment that they were ready to make every
sacrifice, even martyrdom, in their loyalty to the One G-d, One
Torah and One Jewish people.

Needless to say, the layman cannot be familiar with all the sources
and has no way of verifying the facts. But what does a layman

do in other areas, medical science for example? A patient may
well have his doubts about the efficacy of a drug prescribed by
his physician. Will he refuse to take it until hehas been able

to attend medical courses and learn all that his doctor has
“learned in his lifetime studies and experience? Will he not

rely on the authority of the medical specialist? If he has doubts
about the expertise of one doctor, he can obtain a second opinion,
and a third; but when all agree that he needs that medicine and
the prescribed medical regimen, would he refuse to take that
expert advise even if he still has "strong doubts" about it?

By the same token, if you will ask any "specialist" in Yiddishkeit -
a person who has dedicated his life to the study of Torah and
actually lives by the Torah and Mitzvos in his everyday life and
conduct, what is the right thing for you to do, the answer will

be the same, because Jews have only one Torah and one Halachah.
Indeed, if in matters of physical health it is logical that

na'aseh must come before nishma - how much more so in matters
"t +ha atrrnal enanl (wif'h whirh the 1.79_1 Theinc af the bgdy ig also

Vi Wil ChLlsiaCae W e - hh Feldeweer walls WRa kT asin e Lact

intimately connected).

I have taken time out to write to you at some length, even though
it is also common sense, and it is not original with me, for you
can find it, and more, in such sources ds the Kuzari and other
works of our great Jewish philosophers, because I have in mind

the saying of our Sages, "There is mo point in bewailing the past.”
I trust that the wrong actions you are contemplating and have )
already initiated as a result of your woefully erroneous conclusion,
may yet be reversed, and that this letter may help you see your
way clear to do what is good and proper, good and proper also

for you and your family; which is also why this letter is being
sent. via Special Delivery.

Incidentally this letter is being written on the day before the
Fast of the 17th of Tammuz. commemorating the fateful breach in

L D @ @ETe 33 DR TEYTE®
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the wall of Jeruéalem under siege,_which eventually led to the
destruction of the Beis Hamikdosh. It reminds us, everyone of
us, to do our utmost to eliminate the cause that led to the

. Destruction and Golus, the solgcause being, as we say in our

prayer Umipnei chato'einu - "Because of our sins we have been
exiled from our land.” It particularly reminds us how careful
one must be not to let anything make even a crack in the wall

that protects'the "inner Beis Hamikdesh" which is the most cherished

possession of every Jew - the indestructible counterpart of the
physical Beis Hamikdosh that stood in Jerusalem of o0ld. This
inner Sanctuary is what G-d desires most, as implied in His order
and request, '"'Let them make Me a Mikdosh and'Z@ill dwell among
(in the midst and within) them"; _within them - within every

Jew and every Jewish home.. ‘ :

With bIESSinth;giﬁiﬂfffé%af'
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