
DOCUMENTING THE REBBE’S INVOLVEMENT 
IN EVERY ASPECT OF COLEL CHABAD’S 

fundraising events — and the brachos given to 
anyone involved
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Rabbi Sholom Duchman in 
yechidus with the Rebbe, 23 Adar 
5750, as part of Machne Israel’s 
private audience.
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The organization is the oldest continuously operating Jewish charitable 
institution in the world. 

From its earliest days — starting when Colel Chabad was established 
in 1788 — the organization has provided vital support to the poor and 
needy in Eretz Yisroel, with the Rebbeim of Chabad deeply involved in 
sustaining and expanding its efforts. 

It started with the Alter Rebbe, who personally raised funds and whose 
involvement with Colel Chabad is famously linked to his arrest and 
liberation. It continued throughout every generation after. During each 
Rebbe’s leadership, Colel Chabad was not only supported, it was central. 
Despite hardship, persecution, and upheaval, the Rebbeim prioritized its 
success, as documented in countless letters and Sichos.

In 1978, the Rebbe sought "l’harchiv — to expand" the activities of 
Colel Chabad. 

On Friday, 10 Adar I 5738, at 11:25 am, just two days before Rabbi 
Sholom Duchman’s wedding, the Rebbe called him in for a private 
audience and tasked him with this expansion. 

At that time, a dedicated group of Chassidim were overseeing Colel 
Chabad’s activities, among them Rabbi Yehoshua Pinson, a”h, who was 
deeply involved on a voluntary basis. 

The Rebbe wanted them to do more. He wanted to revitalize the 
institution with new energy, expanding both the on-ground operations in 
Eretz Yisroel and fundraising efforts around the world.

All seven Chabad 
Rebbeim have led 

Colel Chabad. 



A major point of 
the Rebbe’s focus 

was the fundraising 
events for Colel 

Chabad.



As the Rebbe expressed, events were not just about collecting money. 
When someone shows up in person, they’re giving more than just money 
— they’re donating their time and energy to the cause as well. 

According to the Rebbe, coming together physically is an essential part 
of the effort. Today, Colel Chabad holds many annual events: dinners, 
concerts, parlor meetings, gatherings, and more. All of it rooted in the 
Rebbe’s vision and hands-on involvement.

In addition to encouraging the gatherings, the Rebbe was personally 
involved in even the smallest details, from programming to scheduling to 
execution. The Rebbe also spoke about these events at farbrengens, sent 
“l’chaim” or food, and wrote letters.

We are pleased to present a selection of the Rebbe’s correspondence 
on this topic in honor of the wedding of Miri & Benzion Duchman. 

These letters, dated between 1978 and 1991, reflect the Rebbe’s care, 
involvement, and dedication to Colel Chabad’s mission and outreach, as 
well as the brachos given to those who participate in such events.

A special thanks to Hatomim Mendel Duchman for curating this 
collection of documents. 

We thank you for joining us in our simcha. May we merit to share many 
more happy occasions together, in good health and with peace of mind — 
especially the ultimate simcha with the coming of Moshiach. 

With heartfelt appreciation,

The Duchman & Zajac Families

Design: Mendel Susskind
Special thanks to: Mrs. I Shterna Lazaroff www.shternalazaroff.com

Some photographs have been provided and are used with 
permission from Jewish Educational Media, Inc.

This teshurah is part of an upcoming book on the history of Colel 
Chabad. If anyone has relevant material or historical documents 
related to Colel Chabad events over the years, we warmly invite you 
to share it with us by sending it to history@colelchabad.org.
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By the grace of G-d
3 Elul 5738
Brooklyn, New York.

To our dear Anash, and all the participants 
in the melaveh malka in support of Colel 
Chabad — Reb Meir Baal Hanes,
May G-d bless them with life,

Greetings and blessings,

It gave me great pleasure to receive the news about the upcoming melaveh 
malka, to be held on the 7th of Elul, G-d willing, in support of Colel Chabad 
— Reb Meir Baal Hanes, this coming Motzei Shabbos Kodesh, Parshas 
Shoftim.
The importance of this cause surely needs no additional emphasis for 

members of Anash and for those who are familiar with the work of Colel 
Chabad in the holy city of Jerusalem, may it be rebuilt and reestablished 
speedily.

3 Elul
5738 (1978)

Rabbi Duchman was in Eretz Yisroel during this period and 
planned the first event remotely. The correspondence with 
the Rebbe regarding this event was conducted by Rabbi 
Yehoshua Pinson, a”h.

As a means of participation, the Rebbe sent a letter “To all 
the participants in the annual melaveh malka gathering on 
behalf of Colel Chabad.” The letter was read at the event.

Uniquely, in this letter, the Rebbe used the term “ידידינו אנ״ש 
— our dear Anash,” a strong expression of endearment that 
we do not see the Rebbe use often. 

The first Colel Chabad 
fundraising event 

11



Rabbi Yehoshua Pinson making an 
announcement in 770 before the Rebbe's 
farbrengen. As the volunteer gabbai of Colel 
Chabad, Rabbi Pinson corresponded with 
the Rebbe on the first event details. Rabbi 
Duchman, who was in Eretz Yisroel at the time 
in 1978, planned Colel Chabad’s first event 
remotely, with all communication conducted 
through Rabbi Pinson, a”h.

The holy blessings 
designated by our holy 
Rebbeim for the supporters 
of this sacred charity are 
eternal and enduring.



It is also well known how precious this matter was to our Rebbeim, the 
leaders of the Colel throughout all generations, beginning with the founder 
of the Colel, the Alter Rebbe.
Nevertheless, in the spirit of our Sages' saying, "We encourage only those 

who are already eager," I will mention again the heartfelt call issued by the 
Previous Rebbe in a publication he released shortly before his passing. To 
quote:
"Each and every member of Anash has the obligation to constantly 

remember that the mitzvah of giving tzedakah to Reb Meir Baal Hanes is a 
command from our holy Rebbeim, of righteous and blessed memory. It is a 
personal obligation for every man and woman; it applies in all places and 
at all times, and it is a lasting obligation for all generations. Even the holy 
blessings designated by our holy Rebbeim for the supporters of this sacred 
charity are eternal and enduring."
And if this obligation is in effect all year round, how much more so 

during the days of Elul, when “the King is in the field,” as is well known 
from the explanation of the Alter Rebbe in Likkutei Torah, Re’eh, about the 
unique opportunity and significance of these days.
The Alter Rebbe explains there (earlier in the discourse) the great 

importance of charity during this time, concluding:
“Therefore, the Sages state that one must increase in giving charity from 

the beginning of the month of Elul” (Likkutei Torah, ibid., 25b).
The great merit of this sacred tzedakah will surely arouse Divine 

compassion and draw down abundant blessings for each and every 
individual and their families — may they live — bringing even greater 
merit toward being written and sealed for a good and sweet new year, for 
us and all of Israel, for the good.
With respect and blessings for a kesivah vachasimah tovah, for a good 

and sweet year, in both material and spiritual matters.

[The Rebbe’s holy signature]

The great merit of this 
sacred tzedakah will surely 
arouse divine compassion 
and draw down abundant 
blessings for each and every 
individual and their families.

3 Elul
5738 (1978)

13



5739 - 1979
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9 AV  |  25 AV

12 ELUL

אבמ״ע
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To the Rebbe, shlita, 
We hereby inform the Rebbe, shlita, that the annual melaveh malka 

in support of Colel Chabad is, G-d willing, planned for Motzei Shabbos 
Parshas Ki Savo, the eve of the 17th of Elul, may it come upon us for good.

We seek the Rebbe's guidance and blessing for this event.

Rabbi Y. Pinson
Sholom Halevi Duchman

The second-ever
Colel Chabad event

A letter from Rabbi Yehoshua Pinson and Rabbi Sholom 
Duchman on 9 Av 5739 to the Rebbe about the planning of 
the second Colel Chabad event.

The Rebbe responded, “אזכיר על הציון — I will mention this at 
the Ohel (of the Previous Rebbe).”

9 AV
5739 (1979)

17
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A letter from Rabbi Sholom Duchman to the Rebbe with 
an update on the plans for the second event. 

The Rebbe’s secretary annotated the Rebbe’s responses.

Where Rabbi Duchman wrote, “We spoke with Rabbi 
Avraham Parshan of Toronto, who will again serve as 
chairman of the melaveh malka,” the Rebbe added, “ונכון...אף 
 it is proper…even though he served as chairman last — שהוא
year.” 

 it seems your aspiration is as last — !!כנראה השאיפה כדאשתקד“
year.” 

“A year later, you should have bigger expectations,” the 
Rebbe was instructing. This two-word response (and double 
exclamation points) guides Colel Chabad to this day. 
Whenever planning an event, the team reminds itself, “כנראה 
 they need to think bigger and broader than the — “השאיפה
year before. 

Rabbi Duchman also wrote that they were concerned 
about using a certain hall because it was very large, perhaps 
too large; the Rebbe responded, “ולכן קדימה” — the fact that it 
is so big is a reason to prioritize it.

The Rebbe ended with “אזכיר על הציון — I will mention this at 
the Ohel (of the Previous Rebbe).”

25 Av 5739

To the Rebbe, shlita,

We hereby notify the Rebbe, shlita, of the current status regarding the 
preparation of the melaveh malka event in support of the Colel, which is, 
with G-d’s help, set to take place on Motzei Shabbos Parshas Ki Savo, the 
16th of Elul.

We spoke with Rabbi Avraham Parshan of Toronto, who will again serve 
as chairman of the melaveh malka, as he did last year, and he agreed to 
this. We have not yet discussed with him the amount he will donate, but 
we hope it will be no less than last year’s contribution of $5,000 [~$22,000 
today].

We have also arranged for a number of individuals who will serve as 
sponsors — that is, donors contributing no less than $500 [~$2,200 today] 

25 AV
5739 (1979)

19



In the larger hall on Empire Blvd
Right to left:

Reb Yisroel Duchman, Rabbi Shlomo 
Aron Kazarnovsky, Professor Branover, 

Avraham Parshan, Nochum Prager, Shia 
Pinson,  Rabbi Yitzchok D. Ushpal

Around the front table: Rabbi Dovid Raskin, 
Rabbi Mordechai Mentlik, Rabbi Yosef 

Weinberg



Professor Branover seated moments 
before the Rebbe’s Farbrengen, 17 Elul 

5739, alongside his dear friend Reb 
Yisroel Duchman a”h — grandfather of the 

Chosson — just one night after the Colel 
Chabad Melaveh Malkah, where Professor 

Branover was the guest speaker.



L
E

T
T

E
R

S
 O

F
 P

A
R

T
IC

IP
A

T
IO

N
 -

 I
G

R
O

S



By the grace of G-d
Tuesday, double Ki Tov Parshas Ki Savo
12 Elul 5739
Brooklyn, New York

To all the participants in the annual melaveh 
malka gathering on behalf of Colel Chabad in 
the Holy Land — may it be built and established 
May G-d be upon them and grant them life.

Greetings and blessings!

With pleasure, I received the news about the upcoming melaveh malka 
event on behalf of Colel Chabad in the Holy Land, which will take place 
on the Motzei Shabbos following Parshas Ki Savo. May it take place at an 
auspicious and successful time, down to the last detail.

There is no need to elaborate on the greatness of supporting charitable 

to the Colel.

Regarding the guest of honor, we are in contact with Reb Nochum 
Preger, who has already agreed to be one of the leading organizers of the 
event. However, we have not yet finalized with him regarding being the 
guest of honor, as we initially intended someone else for this role and 
this has not materialized to date. We hope to finalize this matter upon his 
return from the Holy Land.

For the guest speaker, we contacted Reb Yirmiyahu Branover, and he 
agreed.

Initially, our plan was to hold the melaveh malka in the hall at 667 
Eastern Parkway, but we have recently learned that our community now 
has use of a hall on Empire Boulevard, between Kingston and Brooklyn 
Avenues. We are considering hosting the event there due to the novelty of 
the location. However, the drawback is that the hall is very large, and we 
would need to set up a partition. We are therefore requesting the Rebbe’s 
advice and blessing on this matter.

As a means of participation, the Rebbe sent a letter to “To 
all the participants in the annual melaveh malka gathering 
on behalf of Colel Chabad.” The letter was read at the event.

12 ELUL
5739 (1979)

23



Guest Speaker - Professor Branover 

Rabbi Shlomo Aron 
Kazarnovsky



causes in the Holy Land in general, 
and Colel Chabad in particular — 
a matter which has been greatly 
emphasized by the great sages of 
Israel throughout the generations, 
especially the founder of Colel 
Chabad, the Alter Rebbe, and those 
who succeeded him, culminating 
in the leaders of our generation, 
including my revered father-in-law, 
the Rebbe.

However, following the principle 
of our Sages, “the zealous are 
spurred on at the moment of 
action,” I write this letter to further 
encourage and inspire even those 
already enthusiastic to participate with generous hearts and open hands 
in this noble undertaking, to allow for the continued expansion of Colel 
Chabad’s activities in the Holy Land.

This is also hinted at in this week's Torah portion, as expressed in its 
name: “You shall come to the Land which the L-rd your G-d is giving 
you as an inheritance, and you shall possess it and settle in it.” From 
its inception, the mission of Colel Chabad has been to support the 
inheritance and settlement of the Land — “a land that the eyes of the L-rd 
your G-d are upon it from the beginning of the year to the end of the year” 
— in a very real, literal sense, particularly through strengthening Torah 
and mitzvah observance there.

It is emphasized in many sources that inheriting and settling the Land is 
intrinsically connected to, and dependent upon, Torah study and mitzvah 
observance, as befitting the palace of the King. As the verse clearly states: 
“If you follow My statutes [meaning, labor in Torah] and observe My 
commandments and perform them...you shall dwell securely in your land. 
And I shall place peace in the land...”

May it be G-d’s will that the generous contributions of the supporters 
and sustainers of Colel Chabad will further hasten the fulfillment of the 
continuation of that verse: “And I shall place My sanctuary among you...” 
— a Temple established by Your hands, “And I shall dwell among them.” 

Soon and truly, with the coming of our righteous Moshiach.

With honor and blessings for a good and sweet year, materially and 
spiritually combined.

[The Rebbe’s holy signature] 

I write this letter to further 
encourage and inspire even 
those already enthusiastic 
to participate with generous 
hearts and open hands in 
this noble undertaking, to 
allow for the continued 
expansion of Colel Chabad’s 
activities in the Holy Land.

12 ELUL
5739 (1979)

25
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To the Rebbe, shlita,

I hereby inform the Rebbe, shlita, that tomorrow evening the fundraiser 
event for Colel Chabad will be held at the home of Reb Avraham Aharon 
Rubashkin.

We sent invitations to about fifty people, most of whom are friends of 
Reb A. A. They are not necessarily from Anash, and, in fact, most are not. 
However, nearly all are wealthy individuals.

Reb A. A. also called many of the invitees to encourage them to come and 
participate, and many have promised they will attend. I also spoke with 
Mr. Wasser, who said he would call some of the invitees as well to remind 
and encourage them to come.

Therefore, I request the blessing of the Rebbe, shlita, that this event be 
very successful, with significant participation, that we succeed in raising a 
respectable amount, and that everything proceeds lechatchila ariber.

On this occasion, I also request the Rebbe’s blessing for Reb A. A.’s son-
in-law, Chaim Yehuda Leib ben Ita, for a speedy recovery.

Sholom ben Rochel Halevi Duchman

After those early years, the 
frequency of events grew

19 TEVET
5740 (1980)

29

A letter from Rabbi Sholom Duchman on 19 Tevet 5740 to 
the Rebbe about an upcoming parlor meeting at the home 
of Reb Avraham Aharon Rubashkin,

The Rebbe responded, “אזכיר על הציון — I will mention this at 
the Ohel (of the Previous Rebbe).”
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9 Iyar, Erev Shabbos Kodesh Acharei-Kedoshim, 5740 (1980)

To the Rebbe, shlita,

I hereby notify the Rebbe, shlita, that all preparations have been 
completed for the breakfast event, which, G-d willing, will take place this 
coming Sunday in Belle Harbor, for the benefit of Colel Chabad, at the 
Ohav Tzedek synagogue.

The guest speaker (in place of Rabbi Riskin) will be, G-d willing, Rabbi 
Avraham Shemtov from Philadelphia.

We hereby request the blessing of the Rebbe, shlita, that everything 
should be successful, that we should be able to attract a crowd, that people 
should donate generously, and that everything should go according to the 
will of the Rebbe.

Sholom ben Rochel Halevi Duchman

A letter from Rabbi Sholom Duchman on 9 Iyar, Erev 
Shabbos Kodesh Acharei-Kedoshim, 5740, to the Rebbe 
about an upcoming event in Belle Harbor, New York. The 
event later moved to the Five Towns, and it continues every 
year until today. 

The Rebbe responded, “אזכיר על הציון — I will mention this at 
the Ohel (of the Previous Rebbe).”

9 IYAR
5740 (1980)

31
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11 Iyar 5740

To the Rebbe, shlita, 

I hereby report to the Rebbe, shlita, about the breakfast that took place 
this morning at the Ohav Tzedek synagogue in Belle Harbor in support of 
the Colel.

Approximately eighty men and about ten women participated in 
the breakfast. First, Mr. Brafman, the synagogue president, spoke. He 
welcomed everyone warmly and said that it is an honor for the synagogue 
to host such an event, etc.

Afterward, Dr. Berry, the chairman, spoke about the activities of the 
Colel and its history, etc. He also spoke about our mission in Tzfat and 
Jerusalem and about what the Rebbe, shlita. has said regarding the new 
housing project, etc., and in general about the Colel's acts of kindness.

Then Rabbi Avraham Shemtov spoke about how every Jew is an 
“advocate,” etc., and how our mission is to spread Yiddishkeit and the 
word of G-d. He spoke about the current need for guidance, and how 
today’s leaders do not speak about the critical issues out of fear, etc. He 
discussed how the state of the world and of Yiddishkeit is such that people 
are searching for guidance and light. Thank G-d that in our times, we have 
the Rebbe, who is a true leader and speaks out about "Who is a Jew?" and 
“[against giving away] the territories [in Israel],” etc. (He elaborated at 
length on the halachic ruling in Shulchan Aruch, etc.) He said that today 
we have the opportunity to value what was passed down to us through 
generations (Torah, Yiddishkeit, etc.), and in our times we can continue to 
strengthen Yiddishkeit — or, G-d forbid, the opposite. He also spoke about 
the Colel’s efforts in spiritual support and how the Colel needs help, etc.

Afterward, Rabbi Reiner, the local rabbi, spoke about the greatness of 

A letter from Rabbi Sholom Duchman to the Rebbe on 11 
Iyar 5740, following the event in Belle Harbor, New York. 

The Rebbe responded, “נתקבל ותשואות חן ודבר בעיתו- בסמיכות 
— לל"ג יום שמחתו דרשב"י — אזכיר על הציון

I received the good news, at an appropriate time, 
around Lag B’Omer, which is the Rashbi’s day.” The Rebbe 
concluded, “אזכיר על הציון — I will mention this at the Ohel (of 
the Previous Rebbe).”

11 IYAR
5740 (1980)

33



 C
O

R
R

E
S

P
O

N
D

E
N

C
E

 A
N

D
 B

L
E

S
S

IN
G

S
 -

 M
A

'A
N

O
S



Mr. Barney Terkeltaub
 Rabbi Sholom D. Lipskar

Lubavitch. He said he had been in Australia two years ago and saw the state 
of Yiddishkeit there. He said that without Lubavitch, G-d forbid, there 
would be no Yiddishkeit at all in Melbourne or Sydney. He emphasized 
that Lubavitch is not just another institution but a central institution in 
Yiddishkeit. He spoke about ahavas Yisrael, etc., and at the end, he led the 
fundraising appeal for the Colel.

In total, we managed to raise about $6,000 there [~$23,500 today], with 
some giving $500 [~$2,200 today].

It seems that the event was a success and a kiddush Lubavitch, etc.

We request the Rebbe’s brachah for success, etc. 

Sholom ben Rochel Halevi Duchman 

11 IYAR
5740 (1980)

35
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To the Rebbe, shlita,

I wish to ask the opinion of the Rebbe, shlita.

In the last two years, we have held a melaveh malka for the benefit of the 
Colel at the end of the month of Elul, around the time of Chai Elul. This 
year, the calendar is late, and consequently, there is very little time from 
the end of the summer until the Holidays. Therefore, it is very difficult to 
organize a melaveh malka, etc.

Many people are still in the country, etc., and it is also Labor Day 
weekend. Consequently, we strive for some non-Anash to participate in 
the event, and they will likely not be in the city. As a result, the aspect of 
"the King's glory is in a multitude of people" will be lacking. The Shabbos 
following that is Shabbos Selichos.

Therefore, we were thinking of not doing this as a melaveh malka, but 
rather a gathering (dinner, etc.) on the Sunday of Selichos, when there 
would likely be more people, etc. Ostensibly, part of the success of the 
previous gatherings for the Colel was that it was the first of the year, 
following the summer vacation, and consequently, people were in a more 
generous state of mind. This is in contrast to after the Holidays when there 
are many gatherings for the benefit of various institutions, etc.

The question regarding this is that if we do a dinner, etc., then from a 
material perspective, we need to prepare more, etc., and consequently, the 
expenses are greater, etc. 

And for a large gathering of people who are not from Anash, etc., it is a 
bit late to prepare this for it to be successful etc. Therefore, it would seem 
better to postpone this until after the Holidays, and consequently, there 
would be more time to prepare. However, this would be a postponement 
from the established time for this, especially since the gathering is close to 
Chai Elul. 

Therefore, we have considered holding the event on the Sunday of 
Selichos, and we hereby ask the opinion of the Rebbe, shlita, whether:

To hold it on Motzei Shabbos, the 18th of Elul, which is a day of special 
blessings for this institution, even though many people may be absent or 
generally unavailable at that time.

A letter from Rabbi Sholom Duchman on 25 Tammuz 
5740 to the Rebbe while planning the third annual melaveh 
malka.

25 TAMMUZ
5740 (1980)
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The Rebbe gave very specific answers to Rabbi 
Duchman’s questions. Rabbi Duchman had presented 
four options for when and where to hold the event. The 
Rebbe commented on the first two: 

.	1 If people will be missing: “א"כ לא כדאי — if so, it’s not 
worth using this option.” 

.	2 If the event won’t be the usual melaveh malka: “מאי 
 does it matter so much [for it to be — ”!?נפקא מינא כל כך
a melaveh malka]?

The Rebbe concluded, “אזכיר על הציון — I will mention this 
at the Ohel (of the Previous Rebbe).”

To hold it on the Sunday of Selichos, either as a dinner or another kind of 
gathering, but it will not be a melaveh malka like usual, etc.

To schedule the event after the holidays, G-d willing, and then hold it as 
either a dinner or a melaveh malka.

To host the melaveh malka Motzei Shabbos of Selichos.

My plan this year is to speak with as many community members as 
possible before the gathering, so they will donate amounts of $500 [~$2,200 
today] or more for those who belong to this cause and $180 [~$800 today] 
for others, etc., as was done last year. Also, I ask everyone involved to 
introduce us to any non-community friends and invite them to the event, 
asking them to contribute at least $180 as sponsors. I have already started 
doing this and spoke with several people who promised to give and said 
they would try to bring others as well. So far, the response has been weak; 
some said they will try to see, etc.

I hereby request the Rebbe’s blessing for success in general and, in 
particular, that I succeed in overcoming my personal challenges in asking 
for money, especially large sums, particularly from community members 
and those I know. May I find favor in the eyes of G-d and people.

Sholom ben Rochel Halevi Duchman 25 TAMMUZ
5740 (1980)
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By the grace of G-d
Motzei Shabbos Parshas Ki Savo
18 Elul 5740
Brooklyn, New York

To all the participants in the annual 
gathering on behalf of Colel Chabad in the 
Holy Land — may it be built and established 
May G-d be upon them and grant them life.

Greetings and blessings!

I was pleased to receive the news regarding the upcoming annual 
gathering on behalf of Colel Chabad in the Holy Land, which will take 
place on Sunday, Parshas Ha’azinu, the 26th of Elul. May it be held with 
great success — both materially and spiritually.

This event is especially timely, as this letter is being written on Motzei 
Shabbos, the 18th of Elul, which marks the birthday of the Alter Rebbe, 
founder of Colel Chabad.

The Alter Rebbe’s explanations are well known regarding the immense 
value of tzedakah in general, and the particular virtue of the tzedakah 
given to Colel Chabad. In his words, “Charity for the Land of Israel is truly 
G-d’s charity, as it says, ‘The eyes of the L-rd your G-d are always upon it,’ 
and this is what has stood by us to redeem our soul...” And after him, his 
successors — our holy Rebbeim in every generation — up to and including 
my revered father-in-law, the Rebbe, the leader of our generation.

And indeed, the words of the righteous endure forever — including all 
the blessings they gave to those who volunteer and contribute financially, 
physically, and spiritually to support and strengthen Colel Chabad — with 
a full and generous hand.

And if such efforts are praiseworthy and effective throughout the year, 
how much more so during the days of Selichos, which begin with the 
words: “To You, O L-rd, belongs righteousness.” In line with G-d’s mode of 
conduct — measure for measure, but multiplied many times over — from 

As a means of participation, the Rebbe sent a letter “To all 
the participants in the annual gathering on behalf of Colel 
Chabad.” The letter was read at the event's opening.

18 ELUL
5740 (1980)
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His full, open, holy, and generous hand.

It is certain that an increase in this great tzedakah — and that all 
who engage in and support this effort — will merit an increase in “To 
You, O L-rd, belongs righteousness,” in all they and their households 
need, in goodness that is visible and revealed.

With honor and with blessings for a good and sweet year in every 
respect.

[The Rebbe’s holy signature]

And indeed, the words 
of the righteous endure 
forever — including all 
the blessings they gave 
to those who volunteer 
and contribute financially, 
physically, and spiritually 
to support and strengthen 
Colel Chabad — with a full 
and generous hand
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A letter from Rabbi Sholom Duchman on Friday, Erev 
Shabbos Parshas Nitzavim-Vayelech.

The Rebbe’s response came during the farbrengen the 
next day.

To the Rebbe, shlita,

I hereby inform the Rebbe, shlita, that, thank G-d, the physical 
preparations for the dinner event are progressing properly, and we hope 
that everything will be ready in the best possible way from a logistical 
standpoint.

Overall, the expenses for the dinner will not be significant since nearly 
all materials were donated. Mr. Resnick is also preparing everything free of 
charge, and the only expenses will be for the services at the event hall, for 
which he will be hiring staff, etc. Other than that, there will be almost no 
costs.

We have also made efforts to publicize the dinner through personal 
invitations, posters, and newspaper ads. In recent days, we have been 
calling each individual from Anash to invite them personally. G-d willing, 
we’ll also arrange for announcements in all the local synagogues, and I’ve 
spoken with several young men to encourage participation among Anash.

Sponsorship summary:

In the past few weeks, we’ve received commitments from approximately 
30 individuals (sponsors) of at least $500 [~$2,200 today] each.

Around 70 individuals (patrons) have pledged $180 [~$800 today] each.

Additionally, a few have committed to $1,800 [~$8,000 today], and I still 
need to speak with several others to request that amount.

I plan to speak with Reb Shmuel Malamed and Reb Nochum Preger 
— we’ve discussed them being among the lead organizers of the dinner, 
although I haven’t yet discussed the actual sums with them. I request the 
Rebbe’s blessing for success in securing their support.

Major donors:

Reb Eliyahu Davidman donated $15,000 [~$66,000 today] in the past six 
months to the Colel, designated for establishing a bridal and groom fund.





Mr. and Mrs. Eli Davidman
 Rabbi Sholom Duchman
 Rabbi Yehoshua Pinson

 Rabbi Avraham Parshan

Reb Yosef Yitzchak Duchman pledged $5,000 [~$22,000 today], to be 
paid immediately in cash.

As for Mr. Mordechai Mayerowitz, I have not yet discussed an amount 
with him, even though he is aware that he is expected to give.

The first time we spoke, I mentioned “a few thousand dollars,” but I have 
no sense of how much he actually intends to give. I plan, G-d willing, to 
speak with him tomorrow evening.

G-d willing, as is often the custom, the Rebbe, shlita, usually announces 
the event, etc., and many times, the Rebbe himself speaks about the 
institution, etc., and arouses interest in it. Many times, the Rebbe gives 
mezonos [baked goods] and mashkeh [strong drink] for the event, etc.

So, if we merit that the Rebbe will speak about it during the farbrengen 
and G-d willing, give mezonos, etc., it will certainly warm him up more. 
And then, it will be much easier to speak with him on Motzei Shabbos 
Kodesh, and he will commit to a large sum, G-d willing.

I’m thinking of speaking with him to commit to giving $18,000 

24 ELUL
5740 (1980)
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Reb Yossi and Esti Duchman

Avraham Fried and Piamenta 
Brothers at an early Colel Chabad 



[~$80,000 today], or at least $10,000 [~$44,000 today]. I was thinking of 
speaking with him about taking it upon himself to renovate the synagogue 
in Meah Shearim that is connected to the Colel, and we are now the ones 
responsible for this practically — to make it into a Chabad center for 
tourists and Sephardic groups, etc., with a small museum, etc., and more.

The main idea is that it should be a place where we can bring people, 
etc., which currently we do not have. Based on my conversations with him, 
he was more moved by the idea of spiritual support than by material aid, 
although Mr. Mayerowitz is involved in physical support as well — he has 
a charitable fund in Eretz Hakodesh, and he also helps poor families there, 
etc.

I was thinking of suggesting that he take on this project and also 
to suggest that he dedicate it in the name of his family — since it's in 
Jerusalem, etc., and perhaps he will accept this, etc.

I hereby request the blessing of the Rebbe that I should succeed with him 
in this.

As for Reb Avraham Parshan, I have not yet spoken with him about 
money, etc. A year or two ago, he gave $5,000 (Canadian) [~$18,000 today] 
to the Colel. I also plan to speak with him this Motzei Shabbos for the 
same reason and ask that this year he give at least $10,000 (Canadian) 
[~39,000 today]. And I ask for the Rebbe’s blessing that I should succeed 
with him.

At the same time, I request the Rebbe’s blessing that we should succeed 
in having a large number of participants — we are anticipating 320 people 
— and that the weather should be good, which will make it easier for 
participants, etc., and participation will be easier — and that we should 
succeed in raising a lot of money, etc., and that everything should go in the 
best way possible, in accordance with the will of the Rebbe.

24 ELUL
5740 (1980)
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Continuing what was said above about Kolel Tiferes Zekainim Levi 
Yitzchok, this is also an opportunity to speak about the institution of Colel 
Chabad.

This was founded by the Alter Rebbe, because, in his words,:

“The tzedakah of the Land of Israel [or, as he writes elsewhere, the 
tzedakah of ‘The Lands of the Living’] is a true tzedakah that has stood by 
us to redeem our souls...” (as he writes in his Igros Kodesh published in 
Tanya, and in other letters as well).

And afterward, this mission was continued by the Rebbeim who followed 
him, up to the Previous Rebbe, my father-in-law, the Rebbe.

Since "the words of the righteous endure forever," the institution of Colel 
Chabad continues up to our present time.

And since on the Sunday of the week of Rosh Hashanah, they are holding 
a banquet and we are told, "We attend to communal needs on Shabbos," 
they should once again announce this gathering. 

May it be Hashem’s will that each and every one should participate in 
this event, and that everyone should give according to the generosity of 
their pure heart. And those who can give more will certainly give more.

Why? In addition to the fact that they themselves will give more, others 

The Shabbos before Colel Chabad’s event, the Rebbe 
spoke in a sicha that not only should everyone attend, but 
that they should, right then and there, decide how much 
they will give the next day. The Rebbe also asked everyone 
to push themselves a little further — “If you can give, give 
even more” — and elaborated on the brachos promised to 
everyone who participates. 

After the sicha, the Rebbe instructed that another 
announcement should be made about the Colel Chabad 
dinner, and the Rebbe gave a cup of mashkeh for it. Then 
the Rebbe began to sing “V’hareikosi.”

SICHAS 
SHABBOS 
PARSHAS 
NITZAVIM-
VAYELECH
5740 (1980)
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Right to left:
Rabbi Yitzchok Ushpal, Rabbi 

Yehoshua Pinson, Mr. Eli  Davidman
Gershon B. Jacobson, Reb Yoel 

Kahn, Reb Avraham Parshan, Reb 
Mordechai Mayorovitch, Rabbi 

Avraham B. Pevsner

Rabbi Zalman Gurarie reading the 
Rebbe’s letter to the event



will see their example and do the same. Therefore, even if someone finds 
it difficult to give more than they usually do — or even if it’s genuinely 
a strain — nonetheless, one should reflect: What is my hardship worth 
compared to the impact my extra giving can have on others who will also 
give more as a result?

And as is known: “Whoever increases (in giving), G‑d increases for him 
many times over.” So, at the moment one gives more, they receive back 
manifold, and so will those who follow their example and give more — 
they too will receive back manifold.

And since now is the holy day of Shabbos, the time of “Raava D’raavin” 
[seudah shlishis time], one should already now make firm resolutions 
about this so that it will, in actuality, become a direct start for action 
tomorrow, Sunday.

[Because Sunday, which follows Shabbos, is like the first year after the 
shemitah (the Sabbatical year). Rashi says that “in the first year after the 
Sabbatical, the laws of the seventh year still apply to the harvest coming 
into the eighth year.” That is, the year after the Sabbatical year is also 
considered part of shemitah in some respects.]

Therefore we will start with this now, by taking mashkeh from here to 
the gathering for Colel Chabad.

And as is known: “Whoever 
increases (in giving), G‑d 
increases for him many 
times over.” So, at the 
moment one gives more, 
they receive back manifold, 
and so will those who 
follow their example and 
give more — they too will 
receive back manifold.

SICHAS 
SHABBOS 
PARSHAS 
NITZAVIM-
VAYELECH
5740 (1980)
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To the Rebbe, shlita,

This afternoon I am scheduled to meet with Mr. Jacobson, the guest 
of honor at the dinner we want to organize, to talk with him and begin 
making concrete preparations for it. My father-in-law, Reb M. M. Shemtov, 
will be with me.

I hereby request the Rebbe’s brachos for success in this matter.

Sholom ben Rochel Halevi Duchman

A letter from Rabbi Sholom Duchman on 11 Marcheshvan 
5741 about the planning of an upcoming dinner.

The Rebbe responded, “אזכיר על הציון — I will mention this at 
the Ohel (of the Previous Rebbe).”

11
MARCHESHVAN
5741 (1980)
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By the grace of G-d
Erev Shabbos Kodesh Parshas Ki Tzeizei
12 Elul 5741
Brooklyn, New York

To all the participants in the annual 
gathering on behalf of Colel Chabad in the 
Holy Land — may it be built and established 
May G-d be upon them and grant them life.

Greetings and blessings!

I was pleased to receive the news about the annual gathering on behalf 
of Colel Chabad in the Holy Land, may it be rebuilt and reestablished, to 
be held on Sunday of Parshas Ki Savo, 14 Elul. May it be G‑d’s will that the 
event be greatly successful, both materially and spiritually.

Especially since the timing is significant, based on the explanation of 
the Alter Rebbe, the founder of Colel Chabad, in his work Likkutei Torah 
on Parshas Ki Savo. He explains that in a Jew’s service of G-d, “when you 
come into the Land” refers to the study of Torah Shebe’al Peh [the Oral 
Torah].

“The land which the L‑rd your G‑d gives you as an inheritance” refers to 
an eternal inheritance for the eternal people, wherever they may be.

One of the primary purposes of Colel Chabad in the Holy Land is Torah 
learning and the dissemination of Torah in the Holy Land in the literal 
sense while ensuring appropriate conditions — including meeting their 
material needs or supporting them as necessary.

All those who participate in supporting the Colel, in strengthening and 
expanding it in the Holy Land, thereby attain a portion and inheritance in 
all the above activities of the Colel.

The blessings of the Alter Rebbe for tzedakah in general, and for the 
tzedakah of Colel Chabad in particular, are well known. In his words:

“The tzedakah of the Land of Israel is the tzedakah of G‑d... as it says: 
‘The eyes of the L‑rd your G‑d are always upon it...’ and ‘It is what stood 

As a means of participation, the Rebbe sent a letter “To all 
the participants in the annual gathering on behalf of Colel 
Chabad.” The letter was read at the event's opening.

12 ELUL
5741 (1981)
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As the Rebbe Rayatz, of blessed memory, replied to someone who asked 
how to allocate their estate for tzedakah: “You shall see your world in your 
lifetime.”

Why wait to fulfill the mitzvah of tzedakah after 120 years? Give now, 
while you're still alive and well. Distribute your wealth for tzedakah while 
you're a soul in a body, and live a long and good life, until 120 years!

Especially since, when a will is executed posthumously, heirs may argue. 
Even if a will is properly signed by witnesses, it can still be contested. And 
if “the gates of excuses are never closed,” how much more so are the “gates 
of objections” open!

[Particularly when there are those who thrive on generating disputes. 
They say: “We must present the opposite viewpoint because if everyone 
agrees, things will be boring.” So they intentionally stir up small conflicts 
“for the sake of excitement.”]

Therefore, when one gives tzedakah while alive, they do so in full 
control, according to their own will.

Especially in this country, where giving tzedakah also brings status and 
recognition (in addition to real honor). When donations are publicized 
— like, “So-and-so donated to tzedakah” — it’s even more worthwhile to 
fulfill the mitzvah of “seeing your world in your lifetime.”

Here is the place to mention the upcoming Sunday gathering being 
organized on behalf of Colel Chabad in the Holy Land (as announced 
after prayer).

by us to redeem the life of our soul,’” and following him, the blessings of 
the Rebbeim, the leaders of Chabad in each generation — including and 
especially my revered father-in-law, the Rebbe, leader of our generation.

And the words of tzaddikim are everlasting and effective.

With honor and blessings for success in all the above, and with 
blessings for a good and sweet new year, kesivah v’chasimah tovah, 

[The Rebbe’s holy signature]

13 ELUL
5741 (1981)
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To preface, it is well known that during the month of Elul, one must 
increase in Torah study and prayer — based on both interpretations of the 
phrase “He grazes among the roses”: 

1.	 Just as a rose has thirteen petals (corresponding to the 13 
Attributes of Mercy), this reflects the general idea of prayer.

2.	 “Those who repeat halachos” — meaning, Torah study.

And in line with this, one must also increase giving tzedakah. (See Torah 
Or, “Ani L'Dodi.”)

Regarding tzedakah, there is special virtue in giving to the Land of Israel 
— called the “Land of Life” — as explained by the Alter Rebbe in many of 
his letters.

Thus, we understand the great virtue of giving to Colel Chabad since it 
is tzedakah in the Holy Land. Therefore, during Elul, we must especially 
increase this.

And because tzedakah to the Holy Land, via Colel Chabad, is a 
preparation for receiving a good and sweet year, the explanation is as 
follows:

In Iggeres HaKodesh section 14, the Rebbe speaks about the unique merit 
of tzedakah to the Holy Land. He continues to explain the verse: “The eyes 
of Hashem your G-d are upon it, from the beginning of the year until the 
end.” Every year, a new, never-before-seen light is drawn down, and the 
light of the previous year returns to its source on Rosh Hashanah.

Since this teaching about the unique light of Rosh Hashanah begins with 
a discussion of the merits of tzedakah in the Holy Land, we learn that this 
tzedakah prepares us to receive blessings for the coming year.

[And as the Rebbe has said numerous times: we must give special thanks 
to Colel Chabad, because it is through them that we have received many of 
the Alter Rebbe’s letters that include explanations of Chassidus, halachah, 
and more.]

Therefore, it is appropriate to announce once again the time and 
place for this Sunday's gathering benefiting Colel Chabad.

With Divine Providence, the gathering is set for Sunday, the 14th of 
Elul, corresponding to section 14 of Iggeres HaKodesh, which emphasizes 
tzedakah to the Holy Land — fitting preparation for Rosh Hashanah.

[Even if we did not consciously plan this alignment, it is even more 
powerful — because when something happens without human intention, 
it’s seen as an even higher level of divine orchestration.]

And since the gathering must open with a dvar malchus, it is fitting to 
study section 14 of Iggeres HaKodesh.

13 ELUL
5741 (1981)
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But study alone is not enough; action is the main thing. We must give 
tzedakah to Colel Chabad generously; in the words of the Iggeres, “with a 
full and open hand, increasing each year more and more.”

May this entire matter of giving tzedakah to the Holy Land bring us to 
the complete perfection of the land — “a land where the eyes of Hashem 
your G-d are always upon it” — and may all things contrary to the land’s 
perfection be entirely nullified. “Take counsel together, and it will be 
foiled, speak words and it will not stand, for G-d is with us.” “Behold, the 
Guardian of Israel neither slumbers nor sleeps.”

They announced the upcoming dinner, and the Rebbe gave wine and 
mezonos to Rabbi Y. Pinson and Rabbi Sholom Duchman. 

This is also a good time to speak about the upcoming Colel Chabad 
dinner, which, G-d willing, will take place tomorrow, the 14th of Elul (as 
was announced after davening).

...

It would be appropriate to begin the event by studying the Alter 
Rebbe’s Iggeres HaKodesh, specifically section 14, in connection with the 
upcoming Colel Chabad charity dinner. This way, we "open with words of 
royalty" (divrei malchus) and set the tone spiritually.

But the main thing is the actual deed — “the action is the main thing.” 
Every individual should increase in giving tzedakah to Colel Chabad, 
which supports the Land of Israel, and give with a full and generous hand, 
in ever-increasing measure.

Through this, we merit a deeper connection with the Land of Israel, as 
it says: “A land which the eyes of G-d are upon from the beginning of the 
year until the end of the year.”

Rabbi Duchman had attached the brochure that was 
distributed to every couple at the event. The Rebbe 
responded by saying, “נתקבל ותשואות חן ובשורות טובות תמיד כל 
 it was received and is good news, as should continue — הימים
to be always.”

13 ELUL
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By the grace of G-d
Erev Shabbos Kodesh Parshas Nitzavim-Vayelech 
22 Elul 5742
Brooklyn, New York

To all the participants in the annual 
gathering on behalf of Colel Chabad in the 
Holy Land — may it be built and established 
May G-d be upon them and grant them life.

Greetings and blessings!

I gladly received the notice regarding the annual gathering on behalf of 
Colel Chabad, which will take place on Sunday, the day after Shavuos. May 
it be Your will that it will be very successful, both materially and spiritually 
— together.

The time is connected to a teaching of the Alter Rebbe, the founder of 
Colel Chabad, who heard it in the name of his teacher and master, the Baal 
Shem Tov:

The seventh month, which is the first month of the year, the Holy One, 
blessed be He, blesses it on Shabbos, which is the last Shabbos of the 
month of Elul. By this power, Bnei Yisroel bless the months twelve times 
a year — meaning the blessings of the entire year begin on this Shabbos, 
and by the blessing of the Holy One, the Source of all blessings in both the 
revealed and concealed worlds.

It’s understood that anyone who creates more vessels will have more 
blessing, and the vessels are Torah and mitzvos — and there is no greater 
mitzvah than tzedakah, and there is no greater tzedakah than to Israel: 
“The charity of the Land of Israel is true charity, as always its eyes are 
toward You, Hashem, and it stands to redeem our lives.”

The words of the righteous and their blessings endure forever and 
continue to have their effect.

With respect and blessings for success, And with wishes for a good 
inscription and sealing for a good and sweet year.

[The Rebbe’s holy signature] 

13 ELUL
5742 (1982)
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As a means of participation, the Rebbe sent a letter “To all 
the participants in the annual gathering on behalf of Colel 
Chabad.” The letter was read at the event's opening.
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As had become the minhag, the Rebbe mentioned the 
Colel Chabad event at a farbrengen. After the sicha, the 
Rebbe gave wine and refreshments to be served at the 
event. 

SICHAS 23 ELUL, 
PARSHAS NITZAVIM-
VAYEILECH,
5741 (1981)



Rabbi Sholom Duchman 
together with Rabbi Mendel 
Futerfas and Reb. Gershon 
Ber Jacobson following on 
Tzom Gedalia, 3 Tishrei 5742.
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The general work of making a dwelling for the Divine in the lower 
realms (as discussed above) is most emphasised in the commandment of 
tzedakah, as explained in Tanya (chapter 37): "There is no commandment 
in which the vital soul is so invested as in the commandment of tzedakah... 
for a person gives from the toil of his hands, and thus all the power of 
his vital soul is invested in his work or other business through which he 
earned this money, and when he gives it to tzedakah, all the power of his 
vital soul ascends to G-d. Even one who does not benefit from his own 
toil, nevertheless, since with this money he could have purchased his life 
necessities, he is giving his life to G-d." From this, it is understood that 
through the commandment of tzedakah, the general idea of making a 
dwelling for the Divine in the lower realms is most effectively realized.

And within tzedakah itself: the great virtue of "charity for the Land of 
Israel," the "Land of Life," is well known, as the Alter Rebbe elaborates in 
several of his letters (in Iggeres HaKodesh) about the great elevation of 
"charity for the Land of Israel," to the extent that "it has stood by us to 
redeem our soul's life... and it will stand for us forever" (Iggeres HaKodesh, 
section 4).

In continuation of this, it is appropriate to mention the dinner that will 
be held for Colel Chabad in our Holy Land, which was established by our 
Rebbes, the leaders of our generation.

And certainly, something tangible will be taken from this gathering for 
the dinner — to connect the dinner with this gathering, which follows the 
gathering of the last day of Passover, and in continuation of the previous 
gathering.

And may it be G-d's will that all this will be with great and abundant 
success, and simply, that they will succeed in raising a large sum of money 
that will cover all the debts of Colel Chabad, and most importantly, that 
thereafter they will not fear to incur new debts in order to develop and 
expand the activities of "Colel Chabad" in our Holy Land, with increased 
strength and vigor.

And through activities in all these matters, we will soon merit the 

Sichas 26 Nissan, Parshas Shmini, 1983( 5743).
After this farbrengen — where, once again, the Rebbe 

announced the Colel Chabad event — the Rebbe gave 
mashkeh to be used at the event and asked to sing “Niggun 
Ufaratzta.”

26 NISSAN
5743 (1983)
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28 Nissan 5743

To the Rebbe, shlita, 

I would like to give over a report from the dinner that took place 
yesterday to benefit the Colel.

Everything was very successful on every level. The participation was 
excellent, the hall was full, and the entire event was conducted in a very 
respectful manner.

The program was well-organized. It began with the chairman, Mr. Steve 
Kramer, who spoke about the work of Colel Chabad and shared the story 
of how he became involved with the organization.

Following that, Rabbi Avraham Shemtov was introduced. He was 
presented as someone who is frequently by the President of the United 
States. His speech made a very strong impact. He quoted from the Rebbe’s 
sicha and also quoted the Rebbe’s father. The audience was very attentive 
during his remarks. He also spoke about the Alter Rebbe’s letter in Tanya, 
Iggeres Hakodesh, chapter 4 and he emphasized the greatness and 
importance of this work.

He spoke about the importance of the dinner, explaining that it is not 
the organization honoring the donors, but rather the donors honoring the 
organization through their support.

I then spoke briefly about the work of Colel Chabad and expressed 
thanks to everyone involved.

The plaques were distributed by Reb Chaim Tzvi Lipskar from Miami. 

ultimate perfection of the concept of the "colel” — the inclusion of all the 
Jewish people, when the prophecy of "a great congregation will return 
here" to our Holy Land, to Jerusalem, the Holy City, and to the Third 
Temple will be fulfilled — in the true and complete redemption through 
our righteous Messiah.

28 NISSAN
5743 (1983)

77

A letter from Rabbi Sholom Duchman, following the 
first dinner in Manhattan, held at the New York Hilton on 
Sunday, 27 Nissan. It was Colel Chabad’s first major event 
outside of Crown Heights.
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He also thanked the staff and my wife and was very emotional while 
distributing the plaques. He gave plaques to Mr. Horowitz, Mr. Kramer, 
Zain Alpert, Moshe Kaufman, and Yaakov Pollack.

After that, Rabbi Adin Steinzaltz (Even Yisroel) spoke at length, 
explaining how everything has a source and is rooted in Heaven. He also 
mentioned that his father-in-law, Reb Hillel Pewzner, was a gabbai of Colel 
Chabad. 

Following his remarks, a slideshow was shown. It was very successful 
and made a strong impact, even among those who are experienced in such 
presentations.

We finished the entire program of the evening and began serving dinner.

In the middle, Rabbi Schneur Zalman Baumgarten sang niggunim, 
which made a strong impression on everyone. There was absolute quiet in 
the hall the entire time he was on stage.

Those from the committee who helped me bring people and so on were 
truly impressed by the spirit of the evening. Many of them didn’t expect 
the evening to be like this and, had they known beforehand, they would 
have worked harder. Also, Mr. Alpert (Yaakov) said that had he and his 
wife known it would be such an evening, they would have prepared 
differently and brought more people. Mr. Horowitz’s assistant, my father-
in-law, Reb M.M. Shemtov’s banker, said that he is already reserving two 
tables for the dinner next year. All those I pressured to come thanked me 
for bringing them to the evening. But some who were supposed to come — 
influential people — did not show up even though they were invited.

We prepared for three hundred and thirty people, and about three 
hundred attended. Some of the program went as planned.

It was a very diverse crowd, socially mixed, and the atmosphere was very 
congenial, etc., and very much unified, etc.

I now ask for the blessings of the Rebbe, that we can continue with 
success in the activities of the Colel, and that the dinner will increase its 
role and enable us to bring more and more friends to the Colel, increase 
donations, and expand the support of existing friends. That we will merit, 
with the Rebbe’s help, to manage the affairs of the Colel according to the 
Rebbe’s will.

Sholom ben Rochel Halevi Duchman

There were no complaints about the food, and some individuals donated 
more than the $100 [~$400 today] payment we requested.

The money from the collection and the profits from the dinner, G-d 
willing, will be distributed in the coming days. 

Attached is what was given out to every couple. 

28 NISSAN
5743 (1983)

79



Rabbi Sholom Duchman 
standing near the Rebbe 
during Krias HaTorah on Yud 
Shevat 5736.



The Rebbe sent a response: “נלקח המצורף בזה, נת' ות''ח ת''ח כן 
 I accept what you — יבשר בשורות טובות תמיד כל הימים אזכיר על הציון
sent [the gift that was given to every couple at the dinner]. 
A warm thank you, a warm thank you, may you have good 
news always.” The Rebbe concluded, “אזכיר על הציון — I will 
mention this at the Ohel (of the Previous Rebbe).”

81
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To the Rebbe, 

I intend, G-d willing, to travel on Motzei Shabbos to California to 
participate in the dinner organized by my brother, Rabbi M. M. Halevi 
Duchman, for the benefit of the Chabad House in Irvine. My parents want 
me to participate and are providing the ticket.

Rabbi Yona Fradkin will, G-d willing, introduce me on Monday 
to Mr. Steinman [Marty Steinman], a wealthy man and well-known 
philanthropist, a friend of Chabad and others. He and his family were, 
for many years, leading activists and gabbaim of the Colel in Winnipeg, 
Canada. Rabbi Yona believes we can achieve great success through him in 
support of the Colel’s projects.

Mr. Herman Wouk visited the Colel a few months ago and apparently 
was impressed. From time to time, he visits the Colel on the yahrtzeit of 
his late father, which is also commemorated by a plaque in the synagogue. 
I want to try to ask him to be the guest speaker at next year’s Colel dinner, 
G-d willing.

Rabbi Yona Fradkin will help me with some wealthy acquaintances who 
can help the Colel. I also plan to call some wealthy donors (who donated 
via mail) to meet with them, strengthen their commitment, etc. Past 
experience has shown we can achieve great success with these kinds of 
people.

Of course, all this is with the consent and permission of my wife, may 
she live.

I hereby request the consent and blessing of the Rebbe, for great success 
in this.

Sholom ben Rochel Halevi Duchman

[The Rebbe’s holy signature]

Although the following letter was not about a Colel 
Chabad-specific event, it includes updates on Colel Chabad 
fundraising activities. The Rebbe responded by sending 
several dollars for Rabbi Duchman to distribute as he saw fit. 

The Rebbe also underlined where Rabbi Duchman had 
written that “all this is with the permission of my wife” and 
then added “אזכיר על הציון.”

21 SIVAN
5743 (1983)
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To the Rebbe, shlita,

We are preparing, G-d willing, to arrange the annual melaveh malka for 
the benefit of the Colel on Motzei Shabbos Kodesh of Parshas Nitzavim-
Vayelech, which is the Motzei Shabbos of Selichos. We are holding it on 
this Motzei Shabbos because every year it’s traditionally in proximity to 
Chai Elul, and also because, according to the calendar, this is when most 
people return from outside the city, etc. 

And we are strongly in favor of arranging a gathering on Motzei Shabbos 
Kodesh [of Selichos/this coming week] etc., so that there will be a greater 
multitude of people, etc.

The honored guest will, G-d willing, be Mr. Mordechai Steinman from 
California, who is especially suitable for this important occasion. The 
chairman will, G-d willing, be Rabbi Shabtai Noach Gordon and the 
Chesed Award will, G-d willing, be awarded to Mr. Barney Terkeltaub. I 
have already begun speaking and trying to arrange sponsors for the event 
who will give at least $500 [~$2,200 today] each.

I hereby ask for the consent and blessing of the Rebbe, for all this, and 
that all preparations succeed tremendously, without any problems, and 
with everything done lechatchila ariber.

Sholom ben Rochel Halevi Duchman

A letter from Rabbi Sholom Duchman to the Rebbe with a 
few questions about an upcoming dinner. 

The Rebbe answered this letter: “שייך לכללות ההנהלה )האם ישנה 
"(במציאות

This is a question for the hanhalah of the organization to 
answer, (if the hanhalah exists.)

ROSH
CHODESH
ELUL
5743 (1983)
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By the grace of G-d
10 Kislev 5744
Brooklyn, New York

To all the participants in the annual 
gathering on behalf of Colel Chabad in the 
Holy Land — may it be built and established 
May G-d be upon them and grant them life.

Greetings and blessings!

To all the participants in the annual gathering on behalf of Colel Chabad 
in the Holy Land, may it be rebuilt and reestablished, may they live and be 
well,

In response to the notice that the annual gathering on behalf of Colel 
Chabad in the Holy Land is scheduled for Motzei Shabbos Kodesh, 
Parshas Vayeishev, the 20th of Kislev, 5744, may it be G-d’s will that it be 
greatly successful, both materially and spiritually.

Particularly so, as the event is taking place the day after Chag Hageulah 
of the founder of Colel Chabad, the Alter Rebbe, and — by Divine 
Providence — this response is being written on Chag Hageulahn of his son 
and successor, the Mitteler Rebbe.

May the merit of these days of redemption, together with the merit of 
the participants in the event and all those involved in the activities of Colel 
Chabad — in addition to the intrinsic merit of the cause itself, the mitzvah 
of tzedakah in general and the unique virtue of tzedakah for the Land of 
Israel in particular — increase the success of all those active and involved 
in this holy work.

This will enable this distinguished institution to strengthen its activities, 
and most importantly, to expand them in a tangible way, in accordance 
with the desire of its founders: the Alter Rebbe, his successor, and 
our Rebbeim in each generation, culminating with the Rebbe of our 

10 KISLEV
5744 (1983)

89

As a means of participation, the Rebbe sent a letter “To all 
the participants in the annual gathering on behalf of Colel 
Chabad.” The letter was read at the event's opening.
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Following the mention above about the Land of Israel, here is the place 
to mention the melaveh malka gathering for the benefit of Colel Chabad 
located in our Holy Land, in the holy city of Yerushalayim, founded by the 
Baal HaGeulah.

This matter is especially connected to the redemption of the 19th of 
Kislev, as the Alter Rebbe elaborates in several of his letters, concerning the 
great merit of the righteousness of the Land of Israel — the Land of Life — 
"which is truly the righteousness of the L-rd, etc., and which has stood to 
redeem our lives," etc.

He also elaborates on the great virtue of promptness in the mitzvah of 
tzedakah; "the promptness of our forefather Abraham, of blessed memory, 
stands for us," emphasizing especially the virtue of "the main part is in the 
action itself.”

...

Accordingly, I will now give a bottle of mashkeh from this gathering 
held in the shul and beis medrash where the Rebbe davened and learned 
in the last ten years of his life — this is for the melaveh malka gathering 
benefiting Colel Chabad, to distribute to participants at this gathering.

Certainly, some of the mashkeh will be distributed immediately since it 
is Shabbos.

generation, my father-in-law, the Rebbe.

And well-known matters need no elaboration.

And the Holy One, blessed be He, who responds measure for measure, 
and many times over, will surely fulfill the wishes and heartfelt requests of 
each and every one, for good.

With respect and blessings for success, and with blessings for the days 
of redemption and for an illuminated Chanukah that shines throughout 
the entire year. 

[The Rebbe’s holy signature]

SICHAS
20 KISLEV
5744 (1983)

91



Rabbi Shmuel Dovid Raichik 
addressing a Colel Chabad gathering.



SICHAS
20 KISLEV
5744 (1983)
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Continuing the discussion about entering the Land, conquering, and 
dividing it, etc., all physical matters depend on the preparation brought 
about through spiritual work in the Land of Israel.

In general, this means ensuring that the inhabitants are in a state fitting 
for a land “upon which the eyes of the L-rd your G-d are always, from 
the beginning of the year to the end of the year.” This is accomplished by 
conducting oneself according to the Torah — both its revealed and inner 
dimensions — thereby turning it into a true “Land of Life.”

This concept applies even to Jews still in the Diaspora, through financial 
support of the Land of Israel The special virtue of tzedakah given for the 
Land of Israel — the Land of Life — is well-known and explained at length 
in many letters from the Alter Rebbe.

In this context, it is fitting to mention the dinner that will take place after 
Shabbos, on Sunday, in support of Colel Chabad. This event embodies the 
unique and wondrous quality of tzedakah for the Land of Israel.

It is worth adding the connection to Chai Elul — the birthday of the 
“two great luminaries.”

Colel Chabad’s activities include assistance with both physical and 
spiritual needs — namely, spreading Torah and Yiddishkeit, even to the 
point of “spreading the wellsprings outward”.

This aligns with the birthdays of the Baal Shem Tov and the Alter Rebbe, 
whose names emphasize their life’s mission to disseminate Torah and its 
inner teachings:

When encountering a Jew in an undesirable state, one must always 
remember: “Even though he has sinned, he is still a Jew.” This is reflected 
in the Baal Shem Tov’s name, and even if the person claims that “Israel is 
merely a title” and not his true essence, nevertheless “he is Israel.” His very 
being and vitality stem from his connection to the Torah — for “Yisrael” is 
an acronym for Yesh shishim ribo osiyos laTorah (there are 600,000 letters 
in the Torah). We are simply tasked with bringing this from a concealed 

In this sicha, the Rebbe made an announcement about the 
upcoming event. Afterward, the Rebbe poured a l’chaim for 
several of those involved in arranging it and gave additional 
mashkeh to be used at the event itself. 

SICHAS
18 ELUL
5744 (1984)
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state into a revealed one, such that his revealed self is also permeated with 
Torah — both the revealed and the hidden aspects.

This is alluded to in the Alter Rebbe’s name “Shneur” — meaning “two 
lights” (the light of the revealed Torah and the hidden Torah) — and 
his second name “Zalman,” which shares the letters of l’zman (to time), 
indicating this should be done on a set schedule, with fixed and consistent 
Torah study in both dimensions of Torah — Shnei Ohr.

Therefore, as a token of participation, I will send a bottle of mashkeh 
from the farbrengen of Chai Elul, to be used at the aforementioned dinner, 
so that all those gathered here will be connected with those who participate 
in that event, even if they cannot attend in person.

20 ELUL
5744 (1984)

99

The Rebbe’s handwritten response to Rabbi Sholom 
Duchman’s report of the success of the Dinner 

'נת' ות''ח כן יבשר בשורות טובות מהמשך מתאים ובהוספה וכו
“I received a warm thank you, so too you shall report good 

news from a befitting continuation and with increase, etc.
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19 KISLEV
5745 (1984)

103

By the grace of G-d
19 Kislev, Chag Hageula 5745
Brooklyn, New York

To all the participants in the annual 
gathering on behalf of Colel Chabad in the 
Holy Land — may it be built and established 
May G-d be upon them and grant them life.

Greetings and blessings!

In response to the notice that the annual gathering on behalf of Colel 
Chabad is scheduled for Motzei Shabbos Kodesh, Parshas Vayeshev, 25th 
of Kislev 5745 (1984), may it be G‑d’s will that it be held with great success 
— both materially and spiritually.

Especially since the gathering is taking place in close proximity to 19 
Kislev, the day of the liberation of the founder of Colel Chabad, the Alter 
Rebbe, and by Divine Providence, this very response has come about on 
his day of redemption.

May the merit of these auspicious days — in addition to the essential 
power of tzedakah in general, and particularly tzedakah to the Land of 
Israel — add to the success of all those involved in this holy effort, enabling 
this distinguished institution to not only strengthen its activities but even 
more so, to expand them both in scope and in depth, in accordance with 
the desire of the founders of Colel Chabad — the Alter Rebbe, and those 
who succeeded him, our Rebbes and leaders in every generation, including 
our Rebbe my father-in-law, the leader of our generation.

And G‑d, whose way is to respond measure for measure, many times 
over, will fulfill the will and heartfelt requests of each and every one, for 
the good.

Including, and most importantly, the ultimate and innermost desire: 
"This is the time of the Redemption" — the true and complete Redemption 
through our righteous Moshiach. And tzedakah is great, for it brings the 
Redemption closer.

With honor and blessing for success, with blessings for the Days of 
Redemption, and for bright, illuminated days of Chanukah whose light 
should shine throughout the entire year.

[The Rebbe’s holy signature] 

As a means of participation, the Rebbe sent a letter “To all 
the participants in the annual gathering on behalf of Colel 
Chabad.” The letter was read at the event's opening.





Mr. Ernest Klein by the Rebbe for dollars, 
accompanied by Rabbi Sholom Duchman.

May the merit … 
in addition to the 
essential power of 
tzedakah in general, 
and particularly 
tzedakah to the 
Land of Israel — add 
to the success of all 
those involved in 
this holy effort.
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The Konigsberg Dental Clinic in 
Mea Shearim, Yerushalayim.
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By the grace of G-d
Sunday, Parshas Titzava
7 Adar I 5786
Brooklyn, New York

To all the participants in the annual 
gathering on behalf of Colel Chabad in the 
Holy Land — may it be built and established 
May G-d be upon them and grant them life.

Greetings and blessings!

In response to the notification that the annual gathering on behalf of 
Colel Chabad in the Holy Land is scheduled for Motzei Shabbos, Parshas 
Tetzaveh, the eve of Purim Katan, may it be successful:

May it be G‑d’s will that it be a great success in both material and 
spiritual matters.

Especially since the event will take place on the night of Purim Katan, 
which reminds us of Purim Gadol (the regular Purim), and through Divine 
Providence, this reply comes on the day of the birth of Moshe Rabbeinu, 
who, as our Torah teaches, heralded the nullification of Haman’s decree 
and the establishment of the festival of Purim.

May the merit of these auspicious days — in addition to the essential 
mitzvah of tzedakah in general, and particularly tzedakah for the Holy 
Land — increase the success of all those who are active in this holy work, 
enabling this important institution to strengthen its activities, and more 
importantly, to expand them both in scope and in quality, in line with the 
will of its founder, the Alter Rebbe, and his successors — our Rebbes in 
every generation, including the Rebbe Rayatz.

And may the Holy One, blessed be He — whose way is to repay measure 
for measure, but multiplied many times over — fulfill the desires and 
heartfelt requests of each and every participant for good.

And especially the most important and innermost desire — “The word 
of G‑d — this is the end,” the true and complete Redemption through our 
righteous Moshiach, as “Tzedakah is great, for it brings the Redemption 
closer.”

With honor and blessings for success,

[The Rebbe’s holy signature] 

7 ADAR
5746 (1986)
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As a means of participation, the Rebbe sent a letter “To all 
the participants in the annual gathering on behalf of Colel 
Chabad.” The letter was read at the event's opening.
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To the Rebbe, shlita,

Regarding the dinner we are planning for the 14th of Cheshvan in the 
city, at the Waldorf Astoria Hotel, we are facing difficulties finding a guest 
of honor, etc.

We almost succeeded several times, but each time, something else came 
up, so it didn’t work out definitively.

Regarding fundraising and other matters, especially the committee 
that will bring people, there is success, and commitments have already 
been made by approximately 300 people, but the honored guests is a very 
difficult topic.

I spoke with my uncle, the righteous man Rabbi Avraham Aharon 
Rubashkin I know the Colel is very dear to him. He is a respectable man 
with important connections in the business world and has helped the Colel 
before, especially with previous dinners.

I also spoke with his son Moshe who tried to find people interested in 
being honored guests, but it did not work out. He said he will help by 
bringing some of his acquaintances to the dinner, which will bring them 
closer to the Colel’s cause.

He claims that he is not suitable for this and that his nature does not lend 
itself to such things, though he does not deny that it would help the Colel, 
and therefore, he is not refusing.

We agreed to ask for the Rebbe’s approval on this matter before 
proceeding.

Accordingly, we hereby request the approval and blessing of the Rebbe.

Before this event, Rabbi Duchman was in line together with 
Reb Avraham Aharon Rubashkin, both waiting to give the 
Rebbe their panim before Rosh Hashanah. Rabbi Duchman 
used the opportunity to ask Reb A. A. Rubashkin to be a 
guest of honor — but he did not want to. They decided to ask 
the Rebbe and, if the Rebbe decided so, Reb A. A. Rubashkin 
would take the honor. 

The Rebbe made two small — albeit significant — 
comments on this letter. When Rabbi Duchman mentioned 
Rabbi Avraham Aharon Rubashkin, the Rebbe added his 
mother’s name, “ben Rasha.” At the end of the letter, the 
Rebbe also made a note, “להצלחה רבה — to great success.”

MOTZEI
ROSH
HASHANAH
5747 (1986)
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Reb Avraham Aron Rubashkin and 
Rabbi Sholom Duchman near the 
Rebbe during Kos Shel Bracha at 
the conclusion of Simchas Torah, 23 
Tishrei 5747 just weeks before the 
upcoming Dinner..

23 TISHREI
5747
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By the grace of G-d 
Erev Shabbos Kodesh Parshas Vayovo Yaakov Sholeim
Erev 19 Kislev, Chag Hageulah, 5747 
Brooklyn, New York

Greetings and blessings. 

In response to your notification about the upcoming annual Colel 
Chabad gathering, which will take place on Motzei Shabbos Kodesh, the 
meal of Dovid Malka Meshicha (melava malka). 

May it be Hashem’s Will that it will be with much success physically and 
spiritually, together. 

Especially, in addition to the above, that this gathering is being held at 
the start of the Chag Hageulah of the founder of Colel Chabad, the Alter 
Rebbe. 

In the merit of these auspicious days, in addition to this being tzedakah 
in general and specifically the tzedakah associated with the Land of Israel, 
it should increase the success of all those doing and acting in this, to give 
the opportunity of this illustrious institution to maintain its activities. 

Even more so, to increase both in quantity and in quality. 

In accordance with the desire of the founder of the Colel, the Alter 
Rebbe, and his successors, the Rebbes of each generation, until my father-
in-law, the Previous Rebbe. 

And may the measure for measure attribute apply, so that many times 
over, the desire and wishes of every person will be fulfilled for good. Until 
the greatest desire, the end of days, the final redemption with Moshiach, 
and great is tzedakah that it brings the Geulah. 

With blessings and success, 

And blessings for the days of redemption, 

And the illuminated days of Chanukah, 

Which illuminate the rest of the year, 

[The Rebbe’s holy signature]

19 KISLEV
5747 (1986)
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As a means of participation, the Rebbe sent a letter “To all 
the participants in the annual gathering on behalf of Colel 
Chabad.” The letter, which is very similar to a letter the Rebbe 
sent a few years before — showing the Rebbe’s passion for 
this message, was read at the event's opening.
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We hereby request the blessing of the Lubavitcher Rebbe in connection 
to the preparations for the upcoming melaveh malka, which, G-d willing, 
will take place this coming Motzei Shabbos in Toronto, that it should be a 
great and exceptional success.

I am planning, G-d willing, to travel on Wednesday morning to assist 
with organizing the event, etc., and I request the Rebbe’s blessing for a 
successful trip — especially since several matters were left for these last few 
days due to my being in Australia, etc.

We also request the Rebbe’s blessing that the melaveh malka should be 
highly successful, that many participants attend, that we succeed in raising 
significant funds, and that everything should go in the best and most 
beautiful way — bringing about a Kiddush Shem Lubavitch.

With respect,

Sholom ben Rochel Halevi Duchman

When Rabbi Duchman wrote that he was traveling on 
Wednesday morning, the Rebbe added the date, Beis 
Nissan (the yahrzeit of the Rebbe Rashab). It wasn’t a 
typical Wednesday morning but rather, a special day in the 
Chabad calendar. The Rebbe also gave three dollars for Rabbi 
Duchman to give tzedakah there.

29 ADAR
5747 (1987)
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To the Rebbe, shlita, 

Regarding the dinner, I have already spoken with Mr. Daniel Hirtenstein 
(one of the honored guests) and requested $25,000 [~$70,500 today] from 
him. He committed to pay this amount, no later than five years from now.

I am preparing to speak in the coming days with Rabbi Avraham 
Fishweicher, who will give at least $25,000, and with Rabbi Avraham 
Chaim Listman, who will give at least $36,000 [~$102,000 today]. I am 
requesting the blessing of the Rebbe for success in this matter.

Regarding the honored guest Rabbi Chaim Shalom Levinson, this is 
the first time I am in touch with him (and in general, this is the first time 
he is involved in tzedakah). Only recently has he begun to warm up to 
the matter. His father is in the army, and I hope that at least now he will 
start taking part in the dinner himself (besides lending his name) and 
will succeed in bringing appropriate people to the dinner, G-d willing. 
Although there are only two weeks left and he is busy with his business, 
G-d willing, I will bring him here on Sunday morning to receive a dollar 
and the blessing of the Rebbe, which I hope will influence him to become 
more involved with the dinner. I request the Rebbe’s blessing for this.

Regarding asking him for a sum, I am in contact with our friend and his, 
Mr. Mattisyahu (Yehuda) Maryles, and G-d willing, we will decide on this 
in the coming days.

In general, we still don’t see significant results regarding the dinner, but 
in the past, everything was arranged in the last few days. This year, too, we 
secured the honored guest just a few weeks ago, and G-d willing, we hope 
this will be successful.

I am in contact with all our friends regarding bringing people and 
encouraging substantial donations to the Colel.

I request the blessing of the Rebbe, for this as well.

I also request the Rebbe's blessing for great success in the final and 
important preparations for the dinner, that we may succeed in bringing 
many people, and in all matters related to the dinner, so that it will be a 
Kiddush Shem Lubavitch.

A letter from Rabbi Sholom Duchman to the Rebbe while 
preparing for the upcoming dinner.

10 ELUL
5747 (1987)
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By the grace of G-d
Erev Shabbos Kodesh Parshas Vayavo Yakov Shalem
Erev 18 Kislev, Chag Hageula 5747
Brooklyn, New York

To all the participants in the annual 
gathering on behalf of Colel Chabad in the 
Holy Land — may it be built and established 
May G-d be upon them and grant them life.

Greetings and blessings!

I was pleased to be informed of the forthcoming event, taking place 
on the 27th of Elul. May it be blessed with hatzlocho in every respect, 
especially as it is taking place in this month of special Divine grace and 
mercy.

The significance of the month of Elul, the last month of the outgoing 
year, is explained by the Alter Rebbe, Founder of Colel Chabad (whose 
birthday is on the 18th of Elul), by the parable of “A King in the Field.” The 
point of it is that at certain times the king goes out to meet the ordinary 
people working in the field and gives them a unique opportunity to greet 
their king personally and present their petitions. At such a time the king is 
particularly gracious and benevolent and is pleased to grant their requests.

The parable, meaningful in all its details, calls attention not only to the 
“King in the Field,” but also to the “Man in the Field.” Here is a humble 
person engaged in the vital activity of planting seeds, with the fullest 
confidence — bitochen, we call it — in the creator that He will make the 
seeds grow into a rich harvest.

Colel Chabad, as is well known, is a time-honored institution that 
serves the needy in the Holy Land, both materially and spiritually. Colel 
Chabad, in the spirit of the aforementioned parable, is “particularly 
gracious and benevolent and is pleased to extend assistance to all those 
who are in need.” At the same time, like all other Chabad institutions in all 

As a means of participation, the Rebbe sent a letter “To all 
the participants in the annual gathering on behalf of Colel 
Chabad.” The letter was read at the event's opening.

18 ELUL
5747 (1987)
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Mr. Steve Levinson receiving lekach 
from the Rebbe, accompanied by 

Rabbi Sholom Duchman.



parts of the world, it works for a better society through its 
representatives and active friends and supporters.

I feel confident that all of you who actively support the 
various programs of Colel Chabad, consider it a privilege 
as well as an obligation to be partners in this vital cause. A 
“partner” is, of course, more than a “supporter.”

With prayerful wishes to each and all of you, and the 
guests of honor in particular, for a Ksivo vachasimo toivo, 
for a good and sweet year, both materially and spiritually, 
and

With esteem and blessing, 

[The Rebbe’s holy signature]

18 ELUL
5747 (1987)
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I feel confident 
that all of you who 
actively support the 
various programs 
of Colel Chabad, 
consider it a 
privilege as well as 
an obligation to be 
partners in this vital 
cause. A “partner” 
is, of course, more 
than a “supporter.”





Steve Levinson's daughter and 
grandchildren - Guest of Honor, 
Miami Gala 2025
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24 Elul, Erev Shabbos Nitzavim-Vayeilech 5747 (1987)

To the Rebbe, shlita,

I hereby inform the Rebbe that, baruch Hashem, preparations for the 
dinner are progressing very successfully. It seems there will be a large 
attendance of approximately 750 people, from varied circles, including 
many rabbis, public figures, and activists.

Mr. Haig will participate in the entire event from beginning to end. 
Additionally, his people invited a press group for 5 PM at the start of the 
dinner.

It seems, G-d willing, that the fundraising effort will be very successful, 
including the journal, which was successful (attached), as well as from the 
honored guests.

Mr. Hirtenstein has already pledged $25,000 [~$70,500 today], and 
Rabbi Avraham Fishweicher pledged $10,000 [~$28,000 today].

Mr. Levinson has not yet specified an amount but promised to donate 
generously. The program is almost ready, including an interesting film 
about the history and activities of the Colel.

We request the Rebbe’s blessing for great success in all matters related 
to the evening, that the weather will be good to make it easier for the 
attendees, and that all those who pledged and reserved seats will indeed 
come without any hindrance, G-d forbid, and that everything will go 
smoothly and according to plan.

I am also preparing to speak with many people to encourage them to 
make significant donations to the Colel, - this should be successful, the 
entire evening should be successful and bring true sanctification to the 
name of Lubavitch.

A letter by Rabbi Rabbi Sholom Duchman to the Rebbe 
about the preparation of an upcoming dinner and a request 
for brachos for those taking leadership in helping. 

In response to this letter, the Rebbe wrote: “אזכיר עוד הפעם על 
 I’ll mention it at the — הציון ולכתיבה וחתימה טובה לכל אחד ואחד שיחיּ
Ohel again and may everyone be written and sealed for a 
good year.”

24 ELUL
5747 (1987)
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To the Rebbe, shlita,

I would like to inform the Rebbe, shlita, that the dinner yesterday 
evening was, thank G-d, completely full; there were almost no empty seats, 
and it was difficult to find any vacant spots. Everything was organized and 
arranged in the best, most beautiful way, and perfectly executed on time. 
Everyone was impressed by the success and the organization.

Mr. Listman began with some letters from the Rebbe’s writings about the 
great importance of tzedakah, particularly this one, and about Chabad’s 
activities in general. He spoke of how every Jewish person with children 
is thankful to Chabad for the hundreds of Chabad Houses worldwide, and 
how his son attending a university in England benefits from the Chabad 
House.

He also spoke of how his friend Mr. Zizmar, of blessed memory, was in 
Alabama and how Chabad would come every day to visit and encourage 
him when he was ill.

After Rabbi Zalman Aharon Grossbaum read a letter from the Rebbe, 
shlita, a film was shown about the history of the Colel and some of 
Chabad’s activities worldwide, about the influence of the Rebbe and 
Lubavitch worldwide, about the Colel’s kitchen and its needs, etc. It made 
a strong impression on the attendees.

Afterward, Rabbi Sholom Duchman gave gifts to the honored guests 
after briefly speaking about how the essence of Chabad throughout the 
generations has been Jewish unity and love for Jewish people, whoever 
they may be, and how this is expressed here at the dinner with so many 

A letter from Rabbi Sholom Duchman to the Rebbe reporting on 
the most recent dinner. 

Sholom ben Rochel Halevi Duchman

I find it proper to inform and ask for the Rebbe’s blessing for several 
individuals (besides the guests of honor) who were especially helpful and 
invested exceptional effort and time for the success of the dinner, chiefly Reb 
Shraga Feitel Levin, Reb Avraham Aharon Rubashkin, and Reb Moshe Yaakov 
Menachem Rubashkin.

I ask the Rebbe to bless them with great success in all their matters, both 
material and spiritual, and especially with abundant livelihood, blessings from 
above, and good health.

27 ELUL
5747 (1987)
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different groups of Jewish people participating (thank G-d, people from all 
backgrounds attended).

Especially impressive was the speech of Mr. Hirtenstein, who began by 
confessing that he had once denied being Jewish. He told how, ten years 
ago, while at 5th Ave in New York, he was approached by those manning a 
mitzvah tank and asked if he was Jewish and if he would put on tefillin. He 
thought it would be easier to say he was not Jewish and that’s what he did.

Instead of this being a way to easily remove himself from the Jewish 
people (G-d forbid), it turned out that it became a torment for him — why 
was he denying what he truly was? If he was not Jewish, then what was he? 
However, he did not act on this question at the time.

After two years, his father passed away, and he remembered that day 
at 5th Ave. He decided to attend the dinner regularly, go to shul daily for 
Kaddish, and this is how he began to draw closer to Yiddishkeit.

Afterward, when his friend Mr. Kramer told him that he helps Chabad 
and knows Reb Sholom Duchman, he began to meet with Chabad 
representatives.

The truth is that Chabad helped him much more than he helped Chabad 
because now he feels purpose, he feels that he is part of something and 
that he is helping the Jewish people as a whole. This gave him spiritual 

 The Guests of
 Honor at the

 dinner receive
 dollars from

the Rebbe

Rabbi Zalman A. Grossbaum of Toronto reading the 
Rebbe’s letter to the dinner.

27 ELUL
5747 (1987)
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momentum.

If ten years ago someone had told him that today he would be here, speaking at 
this event — he would have said they were crazy, G-d forbid. But thank G-d, here 
he is. He’s is sure that his father is now in the World of Truth, and he knows that 
his father sees him now and is proud of him.

His speech made a strong impression and many were seen shedding tears while 
he spoke.

Then Mr. Haig spoke, recounting his visit to Kfar Chabad and how deeply 
moved he was by what he saw there. He recommended that the Knesset should 
also be given the opportunity to see it. He even postponed several important 
meetings with ministers during his visit to finish the tour of Kfar Chabad 
because he was so impressed by what he saw.

After that, another speaker spoke about U.S. foreign affairs, the situation of 
Jews behind the Iron Curtain, and related topics.

With G-d’s help, the evening was very successful, thank G-d. We made 
new connections for the Colel and greatly strengthened existing supporters. 
Additionally, several individuals requested to become more involved in the work 
and gain a deeper understanding of Yiddishkeit.

I now respectfully request the blessing of the Rebbe for continued success 
following this event so that we can bring everything into accomplishment and 
for continued success in the development of groups and a library of the Colel.

I request a special blessing as we now enter the 200th year since the founding 
of the Colel, and we hope, with G-d’s help, to make a major event and a great 
celebration out of it — that we succeed in this endeavor that it proceeds 
smoothly, and that we are able to increase the honor of Chabad and bring great 
nachas to the Rebbe.

Sholom ben Rochel Halevi Duchman

I would also like to request the Rebbe’s blessing for Teresa bas Audrei for a 
complete recovery — both physical and spiritual — and that she be able to leave 
the hospital soon.

Additionally, I request a blessing for Reb Menachem Manish Mermelstein 
— that G-d should fulfill all of his heart’s desires in all that he needs. (He 
contributed greatly and generously to the success of the evening and arranged 
everything in a beautiful manner.)

27 ELUL
5747 (1987)
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The Rebbe’s response: “May you bring good news for this and 
other matters as well. — ,כן יבשר טוב תמיד כל הימים ובשאר הענינים גם כן 
”אזכיר עה"צ
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To the Rebbe, shlita, 

I am hereby making known that Reb Nati Shloush will be among the 
guests of honor at the melaveh malka. And likewise, we have agreed with 
Reb Laiby Kahan and his wife, may they live long, that they will be among 
the guests of honor.

My approach to them was that the Rebbe emphasized that the 
development of the matters of the Colel is the organization of parties and 
dinners for the benefit of the Colel. 

We explained that the Rebbeim wanted the guests of honor to be 
influential Chassidim [pious individuals], activists, etc., and why should 
we, G-d forbid, be diminished from other Colels, and on the contrary, etc., 
etc., and precisely this influenced them to accept this in order to add honor 
to the heavenly entourage, even though for themselves they do not want 
this and do not like this, and on the contrary, for themselves they decided 
not to do this in any way.

And I hereby request the blessing of the Rebbe for them for great success 
in all their affairs, both material and spiritual, with good health and 
satisfaction from their offspring.

Sholom ben Rochel Halevi

In this letter, Rabbi Duchman explains how he persuaded 
certain guests to agree to be honored: by telling them that 
it’s not about them. By supporting the Colel Chabad events, 
they were bringing honor to a cause that the Rebbeim cared 
for. 

The Rebbe responded by adding an underline "the 
blessing of the Rebbe for them for great success in all their 
affairs, both material and spiritual, with good health and 
satisfaction from their offspring."

 as below and concluded "I will mention it at the ohel" 

28
CHESHVAN
5748 (1987)
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By the grace of G-d
Erev Yud-Tes Kislev
The Day of Redemption of the Alter Rebbe — 5748
The Year of Hakhel
Brooklyn, N.Y.

To all participants in the annual gathering 
for the benefit of Colel Chabad in the Holy 
Land — may it be rebuilt and established —
May G-d be upon them and grant them life.

Greetings and Blessings!

With pleasure, I received the report regarding the annual gathering for 
the benefit of Colel Chabad in the Holy Land, which will take place, G-d 
willing, on Motzei Shabbos Kodesh Parshas Vayeishev — the Seudasa 
D’Dovid Malka Meshicha.

May it be G-d’s will that the event be most successful, both materially 
and spiritually.

Especially as this year’s gathering marks an additional special occasion 
— the bicentennial anniversary of the founding of Colel Chabad by its first 
founder, the Alter Rebbe (the Baal Hatanya and Shulchan Aruch).

And the gathering takes place in proximity to the days of his day of 
redemption — the period which marked the beginning of the principal 
dissemination of “Yafutzu Mayonosecha Chutza” — spreading the 
wellsprings of Chassidus outward, until they reach every individual: men, 
women, and children.

We are also presently in a unique year — the Year of Hakhel — whose 
content, as the Torah states:"Gather together the people — the men, the 
women, and the children... in order that they may hear, and in order that 
they may learn to fear the L-rd your G-d... all the days..."

In the time when the Beis HaMikdash stood, the people would assemble 

As a means of participation, the Rebbe sent a letter to “To 
all the participants in the annual melaveh malka gathering 
on behalf of Colel Chabad.” The letter was read at the event. 
Unfortunately, the original is missing from our archive.
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in the Temple, and the king would read to them sections from the 
Torah in order to inspire them and strengthen their observance of G-d’s 
commandments, in Torah and mitzvos.

Even now, in the absence of the Beis HaMikdash, the obligation and 
privilege remain upon us to gather and assemble Jews — men, women, and 
children, even the youngest — in a sacred setting, meaning an atmosphere 
of holiness, utilizing these occasions for the purpose and foundation of the 
mitzvah of Hakhel: "To fear the L-rd your G-d."

Indeed, this is among the primary objectives of the institution of Colel 
Chabad — to gather and include men, women, and children and to provide 
them with assistance and support — both materially and spiritually.

And the merit of these auspicious days, in addition to the act itself — of 
tzedakah in general, and the tzedakah of Eretz Yisrael in particular — will 
increase even more in all the above, and also in the success of all those who 
participate and are active in this endeavor, enabling this exalted institution 
to further establish its operations.

And even more so — to expand them both quantitatively and 
qualitatively, in accordance with the will of the founders of the Colel — the 
Alter Rebbe and his successors, our Rebbeim, in every generation, up to 
and including the leader of our generation, my revered father-in-law, the 
Rebbe.

And may the Holy One, blessed be He — measure for measure, and 
many times over — fulfill the desires and heartfelt requests of each and 
every one, for good, and especially the principal and innermost desire: 
"The word of G-d — this is the end (of exile)" — the true and complete 
Redemption through our righteous Moshiach. And great is tzedakah, 
which hastens the Redemption.

May the days of Chanukah shine forth,

With blessings for the days of redemption, with honor,

And with blessings for success shining throughout the entire year.

[The Rebbe’s holy signature.]

19 KISLEV
5748 (1988)
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To the Rebbe, shlita,

I hereby inform the Rebbe that the melaveh malka event in Toronto was 
a tremendous and overwhelming success. Approximately three hundred 
people from all walks of life attended , including many who are not part 
of our community. There was a large crowd of locals, many of whom are 
close to the yeshiva world, and notable participation from city rabbis 
and community leaders. Many activists from the city also participated. 
The event took place at the Shaarei Shamayim synagogue, one of the 
finest locations in the city, and both materially and spiritually, it was an 
outstanding success and truly a Kiddush Lubavitch.

Rabbi Avraham Zeidenfeld, the chairman and a major activist in the 
Independent Education System, spoke about the merits and importance of 
the tzedakah of Rabbi Meir Baal Hanes. Rabbi Sholom Halevi Duchman 
spoke on behalf of the Rebbe about the significant work of Colel Chabad, 
particularly in distributing Passover provisions throughout the Land of 
Israel, with a special emphasis on Russian immigrants. He also mentioned 
the initiators of the melaveh malka event, the late Rabbi Avraham Pershan 
and the late Rabbi Eliyahu Akiva Lipskar.

The keynote speaker was Rabbi Green from Hamilton, who spoke with 
great enthusiasm about the diverse crowd who came, even though many 
were not Lubavitchers. He emphasized that the entire world belongs to 
Lubavitch and that today, the banner of ahavas Yisrael is held high by 
Lubavitch. He spoke extensively about the Rebbe as the leader of the entire 
world, including the nations of the world. He also addressed the campaign 
of the Seven Noahide Laws, stressing that Jews must be a light unto the 
nations. His words made a great impression on all.

After presenting a gift to the honored guests, Mr. and Mrs. Mandel 
spoke, and about how, with G-d’s help, the tradition of their ancestors, 
who were Chassidim, continues on. Financially, the event was a success 
with $35,000 [~$94,900 today] collected in cash and commitments for 
another $12,000 [~$32,500 today], totaling around $50,000 [~$135,500 
today]. (Many others said they would send donations later.) One of the city 
activists told me he wished his institution had such a dinner.

I hereby request the blessing of the Rebbe for great success for all the 
activists. I also request a special blessing for Rabbi Menachem Yisrael 
Mayerovitch and his wife, who greatly contributed to the success of the 
melaveh malka. I ask for the blessing of the Rebbe for continued great 
success in the Colel’s activities, so that we may bring only good news to the 
Rebbe.

A letter from Rabbi Duchman to the Rebbe, reporting on 
the most recent event. The Rebbe responded, “אזכיר עה"צ 
 I’ll ask at the tziyon about this — לכהנ"ל )לכל הנזכר לעיל( ובהוספה
and more.”

10 NISSAN
5748 (1988)
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אבל״ע

CORRESPONDENCE AND BLESSINGS  -  MA'ANOS

LETTERS OF PARTICIPATION  -  IGROS

17 SEVAT

5 TISHREI



Michael and Florence Edelstein by 
dollars before the dinner.



By the grace of G-d, 
Erev Shabbos Kodesh Shuvo 5749 
Brooklyn, New York 

To All Participants in the 
Dinner Celebration of the 
Friends of Colel Chabad 

Greetings and blessings,

I was pleased to be informed of the forthcoming dinner event celebrating 
the 200th anniversary of Colel Chabad. May G-d grant that it be with 
hatzlachah in every respect.

In addition to its own importance, the event takes on an added 
significance in terms of time. It is taking place in the auspicious period 
between Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur. These are the first ten days of 
the new year, characterized by G-d’s special benevolence, forgiveness and 
grace in response to our prayers and good deeds.

Moreover, we are now coming from the year 5748  (תשמח) which in 
transliteration into our holy tongue forms the words tismach, “be joyful,” 
and t’samach, “bring joy to others.” And there is not a more genuine and 
lasting joy than the joy of Torah and Mitzvos — our Jewish way of life.

The previous year was significant in that it was a year of Hakhel: 
The point of it is to increase — in quantity and quality — the activities 
designed to bring men, women, and children closer to HaShem, down 
to concrete deeds, in all three areas of Torah, Avodah and Gemilus 
Chassodim, thereby to fortify still more strongly the union (Hakhel) of 
Jews with one another, to the degree of complete oneness of the Jewish 
people, one nation on earth, and — oneness with the One G-d, through 
our Torah, the one Torah.

Since “all things of holiness have to be on the increase,” and, indeed, 
since G-d provides the good causes and opportunities to help us that way, 
these perceptions of tismach and t’samach will surely be extended into the 

5 TISHREI
5749 (1988)

155

A letter from the Rebbe for the Dinner, which was read 
during the program. Unfortunately, the original letter, written 
by the Rebbe in English, is missing from our archives.





new year on an even deeper and higher level.

In the same vein, the current new year 5749 spells the word tashmet 
(from the word Shemittah, meaning “release” of, among other things, 
unpaid debts). It is a good indication that G-d will grant everyone in the 
midst of our Jewish people remission of any outstanding “debts” to Him, so 
that everyone can make a new start and proceed from strength to strength 
in all three areas of Torah, prayer, and acts of benevolence — the Three 
Pillars upon which the world (the “big” world as well as the “small” world 
of each individual) rests.

The Colel Chabad philanthropies, namely, the tzedakah that has been 
so closely linked with our Holy Land ever since it was founded, is an 
especially cherished cause. The dinner celebration of its 200th anniversary 
offers an excellent opportunity to identify oneself with our Holy Land 
and with our needy brethren there in a most meaningful way. The zechus 
of it will certainly stand everyone in good stead. With prayerful wishes 
to each and all of you, and to the guests of honor in the forefront, for a 
chasimo u’gmar chasimah tovah for a good and sweet year, materially and 
spiritually, and

With esteem and blessing, 

[The Rebbe’s holy signature]

The Colel Chabad philanthropies, namely, 
the tzedakah that has been so closely linked 
with our Holy Land ever since it was founded, 
is an especially cherished cause. The dinner 
celebration of its 200th anniversary offers an 
excellent opportunity to identify oneself with 
our Holy Land and with our needy brethren 
there in a most meaningful way. The zechus of 
it will certainly stand everyone in good stead.

5 TISHREI
5749 (1988)
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It was not uncommon for Rabbi Duchman to send his 
letters to the Rebbe in English. Because he was often on the 
road, Rabbi Duchman relied on his secretaries for assistance. 

The note on this letter is Rabbi Duchman’s transcription of 
the Rebbe’s response (from memory): “ נתקבל ותשואות חן כן יבשר 
 Continue the trend of bringing good“ — טוב מהמלווה מלכה בטורונטו
news in Toronto as well.”

17 SHVAT
5749 (1989)
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By the grace of G-d, 
Erev Shabbos Kodesh, Parshas Vayechi 
15 Teves 5750 
Brooklyn, New York 

To all the participants in the annual 
gathering for the benefit of Colel Chabad 
in our Holy Land — may it be built and 
established — May they live and be well,

It was with pleasure that I received word regarding the upcoming annual 
gathering in support of Colel Chabad in our Holy Land — may it be 
speedily rebuilt and established — scheduled, with G‑d’s help, for Motzei 
Shabbos Kodesh Parshas Vayechi, the evening known as Seudasa d’David 
malka Meshicha — the meal of Dovid Melech HaMoshiash. 

May it be His will that the event be held with abundant success — both 
materially and spiritually.

This is especially meaningful given that the event will take place close to 
the 24th of Teves, the yahrzeit of the original founder of Colel Chabad, the 
Alter Rebbe (Baal Hatanya and the Shulchan Aruch Harav).

Furthermore, this year marks forty years since the passing of my revered 
father-in-law, the Rebbe, the Nasi of our generation.

Our Sages taught: “After forty years, a person can truly understand their 
teacher” — as is written in the Torah: “The L‑rd has given you a heart to 
know, eyes to see, and ears to hear.”

All the above is emphasized further as we now stand in the year 
 which, as has been publicized throughout the Jewish — (תש״ן)  5750
communities, is interpreted as an acronym for “Tehei Shnas Nissim”, “It 
shall be a year of miracles.” In such a year, the Holy One, blessed be He, 
grants every Jew the power to act in all areas of Torah, mitzvos, and Jewish 
life with supernatural success — beyond any limitations.

15 TEVES
5750 (1990)
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As a means of participation, the Rebbe sent a letter “To all 
the participants in the annual melaveh malka gathering on 
behalf of Colel Chabad.” The letter was read at the event.



Mr. Sam Greenberg warmly greeted by the 
Rebbe during Machne Israel's audience,

4 Tishrei 5750, with Rabbi Sholom 
Duchman standing nearby.



And the merit of these auspicious days — in addition to the essential 
value of the cause itself, tzedakah in general and especially the support 
of the Holy Land — will surely increase the success of all those who are 
involved and active in this endeavor, enabling this respected institution to 
solidify its efforts, and more importantly, expand them — both in quantity 
and in quality.

All of this is in accordance with the will of the Colel’s founders: the Alter 
Rebbe and his successors, the Nesi’im of every generation, through to the 
Nasi of our own generation, my revered father-in-law, the Rebbe.

And the One Above, whose conduct is measure for measure — and 
oftentimes multiplied manifold — will fulfill the desires and heartfelt 
requests of each and every one for the good.

Until the ultimate and innermost desire is fulfilled — “The time of your 
redemption has arrived!” — the true and complete Redemption through 
our righteous Moshiach.

And may the mitzvah of tzedakah, which draws and hastens the 
Redemption, be fulfilled.

With honor and blessing for success,

And the merit of these 
auspicious days — in addition 
to the essential value of the 
cause itself, tzedakah in general 
and especially support of the 
Holy Land — will surely increase 
the success of all those who 
are involved and active in this 
endeavor

15 TEVES
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To the Rebbe, shlita, 

I intend to travel to Antwerp to meet with Mr. Fogel, who promised a 
year ago to establish a daycare center in Safed, etc., with a donation of 
approximately $40,000 [~$98,200 today] as discussed at the time. He is 
currently in Safed and is very pleased with the plans. It seems, G‑d willing, 
that he will give more than $100,000 [~$245,400 today] (he already 
donated $20,000) [~$49,100 today]. He said he wants to meet with me to 
discuss several matters.

Additionally, I have a meeting scheduled with Rabbi Simcha Zirkind 
and Prime Minister Yitzchak Shamir, who will give us words of blessing 
and additional support for Colel’s activities so that we can make use of 
this at the dinners we will be arranging in New York next month and in 
Montreal during Tishrei for the benefit of the Colel. The meeting is set for 
Wednesday afternoon.

I will also try to arrange meetings with the Mayor of Jerusalem, Mr. 
Kollek, and the Housing Minister, Mr. Sharon, specifically for this 
purpose, as we are currently working on a new film about the Colel’s 
activities to present at the dinners, etc.

I hereby request the blessing of the Rebbe for great success, especially at 
the outset.

Sholom ben Rochel Halevi Duchman

I also ask for a special blessing that this trip should not, in any way, harm 
the preparations for the dinners. On the contrary, it should be beneficial 
and that I should have success in organizing everything in a timely 
manner.

When writing about the new video they were working on 
for Colel Chabad’s fundraising efforts, the Rebbe added a 
note: “אזכיר עה"צ והזמן גרמא — it is the appropriate time.”

5 ELUL
5750 (1990)
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Rabbi Simcha Zirkind, Prime Minister 
Yitzchak Shamir, Rabbi Sholom Duchman, 

and Rabbi Yossi Chitrik.





I extend congratulations 
and prayerful wishes to the 
distinguished honorees and 
all participants.
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By the grace of G-d
Tuesday, a day of double blessing,
Parshas Bahaaloscha es Haneiros 
15 days into the third month, 
The moon at its completion, 5751 
Brooklyn, New York 

To all the participants in the 
annual gathering for the benefit of 
Colel Chabad in our Holy Land — 
may it be rebuilt and established — 
may you all live and be well:

Greetings and Blessings,

With pleasure, I received the notice about the annual gathering 
for the benefit of Colel Chabad in our Holy Land, may it be rebuilt 
and established, scheduled to take place, with G‑d’s help, on Motzei 
ShabbosParshas Beha’aloscha, during the “Seudasa DeDavid Malkah 
Meshicha.”

May it be G‑d’s will that the event be held with great success — both 
materially and spiritually.

There is no need to elaborate on the immense significance of tzedakah 
for the Holy Land in general, and particularly the tzedakah of Colel 
Chabad, about which the great sages of Israel throughout the generations 
have spoken at length — especially the founder of Colel Chabad, the Alter 
Rebbe (author of the Tanya and Shulchan Aruch Harav).

In his words (Tanya, Iggeres Hakodesh, end of section 6): “The charity 
given to the Holy Land is literally the giving of life, as it is written, ‘The 
eyes of the Lord your G‑d are always upon it...’

and this tzedakah has stood by us to redeem our souls — and will 
continue to stand by us forever.”

Following him, his successors — our Rebbes, the leaders of each 
generation — continued this path, all the way to our current Rebbe, my 
revered father-in-law, of saintly memory.

As a means of participation, the Rebbe sent a letter to “To 
all the participants in the annual melaveh malka gathering 
on behalf of Colel Chabad.” The letter was read at the event.

15 SIVAN
5751 (1991)
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The words of the righteous endure forever, including their blessings 
for all those who participate — with their resources, effort, and 
dedication — in supporting and strengthening Colel Chabad.

This is particularly relevant since the gathering will be held on a 
“triple date”: The third day of the week (Tuesday); in the third month 
(Sivan); following the giving of the “threefold Torah” (Torah, Nevi’im, 
Kesuvim — given to a three-part nation (Kohen, Levi, Yisroel) — by 
the third-born (Moshe) — on Har Sinai (a mountain connected to 
three).

The mission of Colel Chabad in the Holy Land is precisely this: To 
support Torah learning and its dissemination, while also providing for 
the physical needs of the learners — or assistance as needed.

This point is especially relevant now as we emerge from the holiday 
of Shavuot, the time of “the giving of our Torah”, during which every 
year the entire Torah and all its mitzvos are given anew.

And as we know, tzedakah is equal to all the mitzvos — especially 
charity to the Holy Land.

This letter is written on a Tuesday, the day in Creation that was 
doubly blessed — “good to the heavens and good to the creations” — 
and that is precisely the nature of tzedakah (and kindness): It benefits 
both Heaven and people.

May the merit of these auspicious and meritorious days — along 
with the merit of the mitzvah itself, especially tzedakah to the Holy 
Land — add even more to the success of all those involved, providing 
this exalted institution with the ability to strengthen its work, and even 
more so — to expand it in both scope and quality, in line with the will 
of the founders: The Alter Rebbe; his successors, our Rebbes in each 
generation; and our Rebbe, the leader of our generation, my revered 
father-in-law, of saintly memory.

And may the Holy One, blessed be He, who repays measure for 
measure — many times over — fulfill all the desires and heartfelt 
requests of each and every one of you for the good.

And most importantly — may He fulfill our ultimate and innermost 
desire: The true and complete Redemption through our righteous 
Moshiach — immediately, now.

For indeed: “Great is charity, for it brings the Redemption closer.”

With honor and blessings for success,

[The Rebbe’s holy signature]



The Rebbe shared a lengthy sicha that connected 
Colel Chabad and the upcoming event to the parsha and 
menorah. 

Shortly after Shabbos, Rabbi Sholom Duchman 
approached Rabbi Avraham Sternberg, then a bochur, to 
transcribe a synopsis of the sicha, so it could be printed and 
distributed at the melaveh malka that very night. 

The synopsis was submitted to the Rebbe, who 
immediately reviewed it, thus allowing the presentation to 
be a "mugah" version of the sicha.

Later in the week, the entire lengthy version of the sicha 
was transcribed with footnotes, then edited by the Rebbe. It 
was published as a standalone sicha “about Colel Chabad.”

19 SIVAN
5751 (1991)

179

This evening, the Colel Chabad Annual Melaveh Malkah is being held. 
Accordingly, we can assume that there is a connection between the portion 
of the Torah read this Shabbos and Colel Chabad.

This Torah reading describes the menorah kindled in the Mishkan. As 
mentioned in the haftorah, the menorah served as a symbol for the entire 
Jewish people, because each Jew is a candle with the potential to illuminate 
the world with "the light of Torah and the candle of a mitzvah."

The menorah consisted of seven lights, and yet it was made of a 
single block of gold. These are both symbolic factors. There are seven 
fundamental categories of service among the Jewish people, reflecting the 
seven emotional qualities ("middos") attributed to G-d. Each category of 





Jews reflects and reveals a different G-dly quality. The division into these 
seven qualities does not, however, create separation among our people. On 
the contrary, there is a unique oneness that pervades and permeates our 
people as a whole, for we all share a single essence.

The oneness of the menorah is also reflected in the fact that the six outer 
lights were pointed to the central shaft of the menorah. In the allegory, 
this implies that the service of these seven different categories will be 
permeated by a single fundamental commitment to carry out G-d's inner 
will.

These concepts are also reflected in the spiritual service of each person, 
for each of us possess these seven qualities. They must be illuminated by 
the light of the essence of the soul, and in this manner, fused into a single 
and all-inclusive commitment to His service.

These concepts are reflected in Colel Chabad. Chabad is an acronym 
representing the G-dly intellectual qualities of Chochmah, Binah, and 
Daas, which are the source for the seven emotional categories mentioned 
above. The name Colel means "general quality," referring to the unification 
of these seven qualities and their fusion into a single whole.

In a very real way, this describes the activities of Colel Chabad, for it 
is an organization that offers assistance to all Jews without distinction: 
material assistance, providing thousands with food, clothing, and other 
necessities; and spiritual assistance, spreading the awareness of Yiddishkeit 
among our people. These activities are dedicated to establishing unity and 
oneness among our people. In a very simple sense, when Jews see the care 
and attention their brethren show to them, their feelings of oneness will be 
aroused.

This emphasis on unity has been generated by the Rebbeim who have 
all, beginning from the Alter Rebbe, devoted great energies to activities on 
behalf of Colel Chabad. To express the concept within the context of the 
allegory of the menorah mentioned above, the involvement of the Rebbeim 
has pointed all the seven lights, i.e., all the different forms of activity, to the 
central shaft of the menorah, to a single unified commitment to G-d's will.

May all those who support the work of the Colel, both financially and 
through their efforts, realize that they are also a Colel, i.e., they do not 
live for themselves and they share a connection with others. May this 
expression of unity particularly as associated with tzedakah, for tzedakah 
brings the redemption closer, lead to the ultimate expression of unity 
which will be experienced in the Era of Redemption. May it be in the 
immediate future.
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By the grace of G-d, 
Tuesday, a day of double blessing, 
The thirtieth day of Tishrei, 
Rosh Chodesh Marcheshvan, 5752 
Brooklyn, New York 

To all the participants in the 
annual gathering for the benefit of 
Colel Chabad in the Holy Land, 
may G-d grant them life:

Greetings and Blessings!

I was pleased to receive word about the annual gathering in support of 
Colel Chabad in our Holy Land, may it be rebuilt and reestablished, which 
is scheduled to take place, G-d willing, on the Motzei Shabbos Parshas 
Noach — the "Meal of Dovid, Melech Hamoshiach."

May it be His will that this gathering be held at an auspicious and 
successful time in all aspects.

Particularly significant is the fact that this event is taking place in a 
leap year, referred to as a "complete year," in which both the months of 
Marcheshvan and Kislev are full, meaning they each have 30 days. This 
represents completeness and fullness, giving additional strength and 
capability in all matters of Yiddishkeit — Torah and mitzvos — especially 

During the month of Tishrei, it became known that the 
Sephardic chief Rabbi of Israel, Rabbi Mordechai Eliyahu, was 
coming to New York. He was scheduled to have a private 
audience with the Rebbe, which was very unusual at the 
time. 

Rabbi Sholom Duchman, wanting to bring the Rebbe 
nachas ruach, organized for the chief Rabbi to visit some 
of Colel Chabad’s institutions in Israel — including the 
Jerusalem soup kitchen — before he left on the trip. Rabbi 
Duchman quickly organized a melaveh malka, although it 
was just four months after the previous melaveh malka. 
During the yechidus, Rabbi Mordechai Eliyahu mentioned his 
visit to the soup kitchen to the Rebbe. The chief Rabbi was 
also the guest speaker at the melaveh malka. 

As a means of participation, the Rebbe sent a letter to “To 
all the participants in the annual melaveh malka gathering 
on behalf of Colel Chabad.” The letter was read at the event.

30 TISHREI
5752 (1992)
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the mitzvah of tzedakah, which is equivalent to all the other mitzvos, 
particularly tzedakah for the Land of Israel, and especially tzedakah 
through Colel Chabad, whose importance was greatly emphasized by the 
great sages of Israel throughout the generations.

Most notably, this includes the founder of Colel Chabad, the Alter Rebbe 
(author of the Tanya and Shulchan Aruch Harav), and those who followed 
him — our Rebbes and leaders in each generation, including our Rebbe of 
this generation, the previous Rebbe.

Their words and blessings endure forever and continue to support all 
who contribute — with their money, their efforts, and their involvement 
— to strengthening and sustaining Colel Chabad. They are given special 
strength in all these matters.

As we now find ourselves in 5752, which, as has been publicized 
throughout Jewish communities, is the acronym "May it be a year of 
wonders in everything, materially and spiritually" — this letter is written 
on the third day (Tuesday), a day doubly blessed in creation with the 
phrase "ki tov" (it is good) — good for Heaven and good for mankind. It 
also coincides with the conclusion of the month of Tishrei, the first month 
of the year, which is also the seventh month, the month of abundance, 
which satiates all of Israel with goodness for the entire year.

And the merit of these auspicious days, in addition to the essence of 
the matter — tzedakah in general, and tzedakah for the Holy Land in 
particular — will further increase the success of all those involved in this 
endeavor, providing the means to solidify and expand the work of this 
institution, in both quantity and quality, in accordance with the desire of 
its founders — the Alter Rebbe and all our leaders in every generation, up 
to our generation.

And may the prayer and blessing of Moshe our Teacher, at the conclusion 
of Psalm 90, be fulfilled in each and every one of the participants — within 
the entire Jewish people:

“May the pleasantness of the L-rd our G-d be upon us; establish for us 
the work of our hands — yes, establish the work of our hands.”

May it be His will that the Divine Presence dwell in your actions, 
culminating with the Third Holy Temple, to be rebuilt speedily in our 
days, with the true and complete Redemption through our righteous 
Moshiach, immediately — literally at once.

Charity in general, and particularly charity for the Holy Land is a great 
thing, for it hastens the Redemption.

With honor and blessings for success,

[The Rebbe’s holy signature]

30 TISHREI
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As a means of participation in the Colel Chabad dinner at 
the Waldorf-Astoria in Manhattan, the Rebbe sent a letter 
to “To all the participants in the gathering on behalf of Colel 
Chabad.” The letter was read at the event.
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Mordechai Kaufman getting dollars 

Michael and Zane Alpert Kos Shel Brocho

A letter Rabbi Sholom Duchman sent to the Rebbe, with a 
report following the dinner.
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A letter from Rabbi Sholom Duchman following the Dinner. 
The Rebbe Responded:
 אזכיר על הציון נתקבל ותשועות חן ותשועות חן המצורף בזה וימשיך בהוספה

'בבשורות טובות והזמן גרמה והענין כו
I will mention this by the ohel (of the Previous Rebbe)
Then, "I recovered the attached, warm thanks, warm 

thanks.
You should continue with good news, it is an auspicious 

time for this (19 Kislev, day of liberation of the Alter Rebbe, 
founder of Colel Chabad) 
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Although not a Colel Chabad event, Rabbi Sholom 
Duchman understood how much the Rebbe appreciates 
events. With his desire to give the Rebbe besuros tovos, 
Rabbi Duchman sent a report on a fundraising event to 
fundraise Chabad in Ofakim, which was hosted by Nochum 
and Mashi Markowitz. (Rabbi Sholom Duchman was the 
guest speaker.) 

Rabbi Duchman also mentions other events for other 
Chabad institutions. 

The Rebbe responded: "ע"ד הדינר דאופקים נ"ת ות"ח ת"ח וימשיך 
 about the dinner for Ofakim, a warm — ויוסיף בבשורות טובות
thanks, a warm thanks for the good news. You should 
continue and increase with good news.” 

The Rebbe concluded, “אזכיר על הציון — I will mention this at 
the Ohel (of the Previous Rebbe).”

18 KISLEV
5752 (1992)
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This teshurah, part of an upcoming book 

on the history of Colel Chabad, was printed 

in honor of the wedding of

BENZION & MIRI DUCHMAN

13 Sivan, 5785

Thank you for joining in our simcha, 

Duchman & Zajac families 


