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7
IN NATURE'S WONDERLAND
PLAIN AND FANCY
HERRING - MO I PANR RGO RT3

In honor of the month of Adar, the month of Mazal Dagiml_
ocur subject will once again be a fish, though we had occasion
to talk about this fish before.2

A herring is not a particularly distinguished fish in
itself. Bunt when it comes to numbers it ranks first; herring
are probably the most numerous fish in the sea. 1Its very name
(from a German word meaning "host,” or "army”) refers to the
collosal & groups of herring traveling together, and in a very
orderly fashion, like an army on the march. A single school
of herring may number three billion (three thousand million
individual herring, covering many square miles of sea. And
there are many immense schools of herring in the North At@)Yngti
and North Pacific oceans, as well as in the North Sea of

Europe.

1. See Talks of Adar II, 5746.
2. see Talks of Adar II, 5738.

The average length of the herring is twelve inches.
Herring have thin scales, blue-greento blackish above, brillian
silvery on the sides, and white below.

Herring spend part of the time in deep water. For
spawning they migrate to shallow waters of coasts. Arriving
in their spawning places, they soon lay there their eggs,
each female depositingfrom 20,000 to 60,000 eggs, depending
on her size. The eggs settle to the bottom cf the water,

where they cover seaweed and rocks for miles. Within a few weel

the eggs hatch. If élf/the eggs hatched, and if all the hatch-
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lings developed ihto adult herring, they would soon choke
all the oceans and seas. But this, obviously, is not how

the Creator planned it. Many of the eggs and young are

eaten by craﬁ%_and fish. Adult herring, too, are eaten by

larger creaturés of the sea, such as whale, porpoise, seal,
cod and haddock; they are eaten also by winged creatures,
such as eagles, cormorants, gulls and other birds. Many
more - an estimated annual catgh of ten billion herring -
are consumed by humans.

Herring are considered the most important(fzga‘fiigj
in the world. The fish contains a goodly measure.of_importan
food elements. When smoked, for example, the flesh of the he
contains about 1,300 calories per pound. Its energy value

is about equal to that of beefsteak.

A Japanese Delicacy

Herring are used more widely in most European countries
than in America. Plain, salted herring are available even
in remote villages in Europe, and they are rg};thely cheap.
But in America, plain salted herring command little respect.
Nevertheless, considerable quantities of herring are con-
sumed by Americans'in/%ancier forms, such as pickled herring,
schmaltz herring, smoked herring, and(EEEEEEEEPherring.
Large gquantities of small herring are eaten as canned
sardines.

The Japanese have a traditional custom of eating
herring roe - called kazunoko - as part of their New Year's

ce;ebrations.‘ The roe - finger-length egg sacs - a:e—él
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is marinateé in/sake (pronounce sa'ki - a kind of beer made

3

from fermented rice) and soy saufce, then served uncocked,

with seaweed, rice and other vegetables on a festive dish. ‘
5% kazunoko retails in Japan for the equivalent of $27.00

a pound, and is nicknamed “yellow diamonds, " the Japanese

consume some 20 million pounds of it every year. More

than a billian herring must be caught = just before spawﬁing =

to supply this much kazunoko. The vast majority of those

fish are harvested off thej;;gfizc coast of North America;

herring have almost disappeéred from Japanese waters.

The flesh of the Pacific herring is considered not as
good as the Atlantic herring, and little Pacific herring is
fished for human consumption. However, the North Pacifiq
herring are valuable not for their me;t, but for the éhicH
clusters of tiny golden,eggs found in the female fish when
they are ready to séawn. The herring are fished in some 20
locations G£'£‘='.t’k.the North Pacifig\%d the fishing season is
undasgbdﬁdably very short, in some locations the season
lasts only three hours and ten minutes. Yet millions of
tons of herring are harvested even in such a short season,
as the fish are scooped up by immense nets,—ea&%edaaeéﬁhs1

While the Japanese consider kazunoko a.aelicacy, Eurcopeans

unkindly
who have tasted it/likened it to chewing on salty rubber.
But the Japanese love it also for another reason: it is
believed to'increase_fertility, so parents can have many
children. Be it as it may, kazunoko is deeply rooted in
Japanese tradition and culture, and éﬁbvides a handsome income

for many RAmerican and Japanese fishermen.
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“The average length of the herring is twelve inches”
Lyrx 12 )1 723990, 2w y¥mnn 2T =]

“1122” 2n31 [y¥mn] “average” 12°ni NNN 1P 112°0 170X P73

2 mays

and
“Herring are the most important food fish in the world”
L0212 wnn pan AT R0 3007 =]
[07w2 12 1wnn 0070 i =] “fish food” - 9 “food fish” Jp°n 1" mIR P2

9ano
“Plain, salted herring are available even in remote villages in Europe,
and they are relatively cheap”
o 021 DM 791K DI 071922 DA PRF NN 230 337770 =]
[’mome, =] "relatively” prn 971m7R P2

20>
“kippered herring”
.Tnyn 732 “?” 1M°01 “Kippered” 5y D1y " InTIR irdi=Riake]
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$and
“The herring are fished in some 20 locations along the North Pacific
coast, and the fishing season is understandably very short”
2112 2777 NP, ?DPORD’TI TIDY NI JTINR? NUNPN 20-32 03T 1177 DX =]
L7Rn mxp
[J21m5 =] “understandably” :prn 3"mIX P73
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“as the fish are scooped up by immense nets, called seines”
[o030 MRIPIT, MmNy NINwI T %Y 0°DOKI 02T IWRI =]

(D030 MXIPIN =] “called seines” :N2°N prin 3"IMIXR P72
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G-d told Gideon there was no need for such an army, since it was

to be a stunningly miraculous victory. Gideon disbanded his whole
army, except for 300 men who had never worshipped the Canaanite
god Baal. With this small army Gideon prepared to attack %Euge
army of Midianites and Amalekites as numerous "as the sand on the
sea shgre." Gideon divided his men into three groups of one hundr

(R

menhénd stationed them on three sides of the enemy's camp. He used

and
cattle. Each o is men was "armed" with a horn/ an empty pitcher
P

the strategy gfg%gcattle rustler who wishes to stampede a herd of
L

in which was concealed a torch. At a given signal, wheﬁ?ﬁgg%;EQire
for the night, the men suddenly broke their pitchers, thus revealin
the flaming torches, blew their horns and cried, "For G-d and
Gideon!" With their tbrch;s in theix left hand and the hornsvin
the right, they maintaineé their positions around the camp, shoutin
and blowing their horns. The deafening din and blazing torches
aroused the sleeping Midianites and Amalekites. Seized with terror
they fled in utter pénic, many of them attacking each other in the
confusion. The victory was complete. (Judges chaps. 6 and 7).

In later periods the Tribe of Naftoli is rarely mentioned. We

Nagid (Head)

find that in the last years of King David, the NasxixfRxirzek of th
Tribe of Naftoli-was'a ﬁan named Yerimoé, son of Azriel.

Some people of the Tribe of Naftoli apparently excelled as
skillful artisans. One of them was especially famous as a brass
smith in the time of King Shlomo. When the young king was construc
the Beis Hamikdosh, he sent for this man, Hiram was his name. He

Was a widow's son from the tribe of Naftoli. His father was a

brass smith who lived in Tzor (Tyre), and Hiram inherited his skill

Q)
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the wisdom, and understanding and skill to do all works in brass”
(I Kings 7:13-T4).  Hiram fashioned and cast the pillars and
columns, adorned with capitals (heads); nets of checker works,

j‘\\\\ wreaths of chain work, pomegranates, etc. It was Hiram who cast

P e y

il e
the two famous pillars Yachin and Bo'aZ; also the molten "Sea”

ten’E;;E§3 ten lavers (from which the Kohanim washed -t

resting o
hands and feet before beginning their holy service); and all
the holy vessels that were made of brass, in addition to those
that were maaé‘bf'gdld. '

When the Jewish kingdom was split into two: tbe Northern,
with ten tribes, and the Southern, with the tribes of Yehﬁda and

Binyomin, which happened during the reign of Rechavam, the son

of Shlomo, Nafteli was part of the Northern Kingdom. ' The two

kingdoms sometimes fought civil wars agaihst each other. During
one such war, imx¥Re during the reign of Asa of Yehudah, his
<?) counterpart, King Baasha of the Northern Tribes, formed a
(s) blockade to force Asa to surrender. The hard-pressed king of (5)
Yehudah called on Ben Ha@ad, King of Aram, to help him fight (é)
off Baasha. Ben Hadad then sent an army into the Horthern
ravished

K¥ingdom, which captured and deskixeyed many cities, including the

whole land of Naftoli Baasha was forced to stop his
v -

whereupon
aggression. (I Kings, 15:20).

In the year 3205 (133 years before the destruction of Jerusale
and the first Beis Hamikdosh), Shalmanesser, King of Assyria
invaded the Northern Kingdom of the Ten Tribes, destroyed it,
and ‘led the inhabitants into captivity. Among them was, of

‘course, also the Tribe of Naftoli. The ten tribes dispersed and

became separated and”lost." . But G-d has promised through our

10
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“Gideon prepared to attack ahuge army”
3y X2 PN 13207 71972 =]

“ahuge” 12 M7 90N 11°0 "INTIR P
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“Gideon divided his men into three groups of one hundr[ed] men”
[wrR RN 2w MR WPw? PWIR DR P20 YT =]

“Each” :1"IRY 77077 71"10TR "D

202
“He used the strategy of a cattle rustler”
[P jwwn bw P avivoRa wnnwn R =]
.227 °11°0D 7 INTR P72 P07 “cattle rustler” 0°9°n 172

2 mMiys

12N>
“It was Hiram who cast the two famous pillars Yachin and Boaz”
59121 2> DonoIEN DTINYT Iw DR PORw DR =]

P72 107357 TR 3w 1TRYY P01 NI P

12N>
“also the molten “Sea” resting on ten bases”
[oooa mwy 2y Wwwin Jmnn "o, DA =]
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Once upon a time the;e lived two kings who had a long-standing
dispute over a border territory. Each claimed that the disputed
territofy belonged to him. Finally, after many battles which re-
‘culted in much human loss and drained their royal treasuries,
they decided to end their fighting and make a thorough investiga-
tion to find out who had the right to" the land in dispute.

In the course of the investigation, one of the kings dis-
covered that he was a decendent of Haman, the son of ﬁ?;gatha—

the chief minister of King Ahasu;fus in Shushan, the capital of
2

7

ancient Persia and Medea. ,
The discovery made the king very happy. "Now I will capture
two birds in one net," he said to himself. "First of all, I
wfll take revenge for my ancestor Haman, who?ﬁordecai and Esther
together with ¥REIxxXERXSEREX his ten sons..
Secondly, I would force the Jews of my land to pay me a large
sum of money each year by way of compensation. That should cer-
tainly turn their happy festival of Purim from gladness to sadness."
The king immediately issued a decree that the Jewsin his
land must '‘pay ten thousand silver kika{ﬁfo the royal treasury on
the day of Purim. At the same time, the Jews had to deliver to
the King a Jew named Mordecai to be hanged on that day.
On hearing the cruel decree, the Jews cried out in horror
and despair. They knew that three things help to annul a cruel
decree: Repentance, Prayer and Charity. So they began an inten-
sive move to improve their ways, to pray with greater devotion
and give more charity than they had done before. .

They also sent messengers to the great Rabbis in other lands

12
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_Pinatipr-the-day~before~durim~eames The Jews gathered in
the synagogues 1A-0bEeIYANCaaimihombastoi Rethar, and prayed
to HaShem as never before; whils,the cruel king was looking
forward with glee to the publié ceremony he had prepared for
the hanging ofﬂ;;} Jew Mordecai.

That night the king could not fall asleep. When he finally
did so, he awoke almost immediately and was terrified to see
a saintly-looking old, strange Jew standing near his bed, with
a myste?ious smile on his face.

Baffled and terrified, the king threw a quick glance at
the clock 9K Eyﬁ gﬂﬂl, wondering whether it was day or night.
Then he quickly jumped out of bed and grabbed a sword which
was hanging on the wall. He ran to the door intending to attack
the bodyguards for allowing the Jew to enter tﬁe king's bed-
chamber. But the minute he opened the door, a strong whirlwind
lifted him up in the air and carried him aloft.

In deadly fright, the king passed out. When he rgained
consciousness, he found himself in an abandoned ancient ceme-

tery, which was surrounded by high stone walls. This threw him

into an even greater terror, and he began to shout: "Help! Help!"

But no one answered.
For many hours he felt very confused and full of despair.
He was also tortured by hunger and thirst. His clothes were torn
and ragged as he tried unsuccessfully to climb the high walls.
Again he began to call out: "Help! Save me!" But all that

came back was a deadly silence. Hef cover d_his face with his
hands and burst in;§JUncontroll§p e so?ﬁ{g

13
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strange old Jew he had seen in his royal bedroom. The
stranger was carrying a basket of bread in one hand and a jug
of water in the other. This time, the king was happy to see
him, and he begged him to save him from his desperate situation.
The Jew paid the'king no attention. He just left the bread
and water and éisappeared,
The following morning, after a most dreadfil night, the
0ld Jew again came, bringing bread and water. Again, without
speaking a word, he disappeared. The same thing was repeated

again on the third day. This time, the old man asked the king:

"Do you wish to say anything?”

The king went to pieces, fell to the feet of the old Jew

(0 and begged him for mercy. ’ . O)
(@) "I have sinned terribly against the innocent Jews in my (é)
country,"” the king said. "But I swear that I will nullify the
decree against them and will treat them with justice and kindness
in the future. Please, please, free me from this hell. I cannot
bear it any longer."

"If you will give me this assurance in writing, B}sz apd—
w?ite, with your signature ?yé 5941, I will free you and you
will again be king in your country,” the Jew replied.

"This I shall most gladly do," the king answered. He im-
mediately wrote out a new decree, cancelling the previous decree
against the Jews, and promising never again to issue any harsh

decree against them. After signing‘;ﬂﬁvsg?!f;g the document, the

king handed it to the Jew.

14
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No sooner had the king done this than he .felt a strong

wind lifting him up and carrying him away. He became terri-

fied and fell into a faint. When he recovered, he found himself

in bed in his royal palace. Near his bed stood the same mysteri-

ous Jew who had entered without permission the night that the
king had first been carried off by 5 whirlwind to the distant,
awful cemetery. In his hand, the Jew held the document that
the king had given him Jaosxchange—fer-hic Lxocdomn,

The king turned to the old Jew repréachfully: "Why did you
have to torture me for such a long time?"

With a mysterious smile on his lips, the Jew raised his
hand in which he held the document and, pointing to the clock
on the wail, showed him that the clockSs hands stood at the same
place as they were the instant when the king was carried away
from his palace. Full of astonishment, the king realized that

the entire terrible experience had lasted just one instant!

15
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“whom Mordechai and Esther sent to the gallows”
{yya mon2inbw a1 nw =]

.T2RW 7070 2n31 “gallows” ¥ 217y 1070 7 INTR P

Bk

“TEN THOUSAND SILVER KIKAR”
702722 797x 10]

LR o n wpc] () an mIR P

2 Miyo
M2’ n pnn
“Finally, the day before Purim came”
o Y Y Q)]
© 21300 9

“the hanging of the Jew Mordechai”
Lamm e non =]
.[’mi =] “a” anay [T =] “the” prn "IMTR P

21205
“the clock on the wall”

[rpn oy pywn =]
[pn 2y =] “on the wall” @2 n1 prin "MIR P72

PN IR P
“He covered his face with his hands and burst into uncontrollable sobs”
[02w3°n22 7721 191 P2 1730 DX 707D X7 =]
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“When he removed his hands from his face, he beheld that strange old

Jew he had senn in is bedroom”
“When he removed his hands from his face” :prn 3" 0IX P”2
[P190 1T DX TNWI =]

16



G) hal7iailalaRaitidimiy) Gl

.[ono =] Suddenty :an

%7 =] saw :2n21 “beheld” :prn

11205

“If you will give me this assurance in writing, black and white, with

@ your signature and seal” @
L3nmmm g nn oy ,12% 2’V 10w 2502 73 5002 07§ DX =)

“and seal” 1 ,[12% 2’y 7w =] “black and white” :2°%"n11 prn 1"IMIR PO

[3pnmm =]

12N>

“After signing and sealing the document”
[hown o Ry mynn INKR? =]

[D1o°x1 =] “and sealing” prin 9"mIX P73
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and

“The Jew held the document that the king had given him in exchange

for his freedom”

G 1m1Pm2 N2 72012 1w 0w IR T =] )
(g [1mn% 77mana =] “in exchange for his freedom” N12°N Prn 9"IMIR P’ g)
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of 13 years'and older, and 5 2 = 2d
or drink on that day, ¥ zhe-y are well Iris tvr.-n foriudﬂen to rinse the
mouth with water on that day. Cranl e
2. The “Three Weeks,” from the 17th of Tammuz :hrough the 9th of Av,
are a sad period for ]:ws We must not Insten to mus:c or arrange any
festivities during this time.
. Hair-curting is not allewed during the’ “Thn:: We:ks
. During the “Three Weeks™ the blessing Shebebeyan i % not said (some
authorities permit it on Shabbos). Therfore, no new fruits are eaten
durjpg the “Three Weeks™ for the first.time, because it would be
to make the blessing Shebebeyanu. This s postponed until after
the 9thiof Av (or until Shabbos — to those who.customarily make
Sheheheyanu on Shabbos during the “Three Weeks,” as mentioned

above). ) O)

. Slrml:rly, no new clothing should be bought or pur on aunng the “Three

Weeks.” o ©)

.

PR

“is a fast day” m2°n7 X Y1°y2 12°0 “Tuesday July 177 :M12°07 prn
T1N2 ¥R IR AN Nawa PRw 1D :an31

“from the 17th of Tammuz through the 9th of Av” :m2°nn %y

AR TP IV TN NN T WA (and

(10th this year) :2n> “until after the 9th” N12°ni %y
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@ Women,, including young é’irls from about three-and up, @
shipuld :light ‘E.Pr(e candle@, Erev Shabbos ‘and Yom Tov,; at:
the proper time-and recite thg pr?pg;: Vblgssi:n‘g{é} ..«,»f“"
“kx‘fﬁzi iﬁ‘i{ &f, Cranl_
Every home should have basic %om’:‘f' books” g\i‘.c_hﬁ;la:.:sﬁp

5iddur, Tehillim, etc.)

Upon f£illing this container donate its.contentsita. a worthy

g
Jeylsh,cause .

name of your designated organization (s)

For more information please call (212) 778-4270

(G} Q)
(O :92N2 0)

“women, including young girls from about three and up should light

the candles Erev Shabbos and Yom Tov, at the proper time and recite

the prope blessing”

0773102 ”s” 701N [candle(s)] B39 “s” :0°397 “the” :prn VIMIR PO
.[blessing(s)]

“Every home should have basic Torah books” :12n3
(00’027 770 190 NP? I8 P2 %1 =]
.[omm wnp =] Jewish holy :2n31 Torah :prn 9"m7IX P73

atleast :7Po17 MIR P”3 ( a Chumash, Siddur, Tehillim, etc.) :1an>

[0y =]

ano

6 “Upon filling this container donate its contents to a worthy jewish @
cause.”

[>1%7 7177 717012 1290 DR 010 15 7191 NINPH1 =]
[T =] Jewish :prn "IMIR P”D
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RABBI MENACHEM M SCHNEERSON INRDIIRIWG 271300 amn
Lubavit BN
770 Eastern Parkway
Brooklyn 13, N. Y. TIPS IFBOR 70 @
HYactath 32050 FEEE _RENDITION il S

By the Grace of G-d
Brev Rosh Chodesh Bhevat
5719, Brooklyn, N.Y,

To all Participants in the
19th Annual Dinner of the
United Lubavitcher Yeshivoth
_Tomche Tmimim,

G-d4 bless you all,
Greeting and Blessing:

This year's Annual Dinner - on the 2nd day of Shevat - takes
place-in close proximity to two important days in this month,
which are significant for Yeshivoth in general, and for the
Yeshivoth Tomche Tmimim &n‘particular.

)
On the first day of Shevat, as the Torah relates (Deut. 1:3),
Moshe Rabbenu began the recitation of the Book of Devorim -

N Mishne Torah (Repétition of the Torah).
H \ | e e Sl g S A AR S Pt -
]
wg% The timing of the Repetition of the Torah was'significant for

the Jews in that it served to prepare them for their entry
into the Promised Land. '‘On the verge of leaving a place where
for yesrs they had no material care, since all their needs in
the 'way of food, clothing 'and shelter had been miraculously

(0 provided (by means of the Manna, the Well, the Clouds of

Glory, etc.), and before settling down in a land, and way of O)
o 1ife, which necessitated tilling sowing, reaping, and all
( — other mundane pregccupdtions = the 0)

301 Jews had to receivdiaddiae e
6‘__‘__&&%\-/, —spedial measure of spiritual In‘ﬂ'fﬁ‘x‘-‘i\‘l‘b‘ﬂ"lﬁﬁ ﬁﬁ_ﬁé}_‘?p, s0
i that they should not become matérialistic and debased in
e L the material world that lay ahead, but - on the contrary -
would instill holiness into, and spiritualize and elevate,
the material aspects of daiiy life, transforming the material
. M into the spiritual, by means of the Torah and Mitzvoth,
0 , [Tsedoko and acts of loﬂm-Mncb/
Such is also the function of Yeshivoth, especially in recent
generations.

gome people think that the main purpose of a Yeshivah is to
/ train Rabbis, Shochetim, and other Jewish clergymen. This
()\/’_‘ is not so, for the essential and main purpose is to v py
Jewish laymen, who, before going out into the world o si-
ness, trade, or profession, would be imbued and permeated

$and
The timing of the Repitition of the Torah was significant for the Jews

in that it served to prepare them for their entry into the Promised Land.
especially :771M7R p”2 P07 significant 77nn %105

Cf) 13N> @

by means of the Torah and Mitzvoth, Tzedoko and acts of

loving-kindness.
Avodah, :7"17X p”2 7011 Mitzvoth 19107 107
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