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By the Crace of G=4
Rosh CHodesh Cheshvan
5715, Brooklyn, N.Y,

Dear Mr.

I received the publication 'Main Currents in Modern Thought,’
in which your article appeared., As no writing accompanied it,
I assume that everything is wall with you and your children.

Presumably, the purpose of sending me the sald Journal was to
receive my reaction, and a sincere and {rank reaction at that.
Hence I trust you will not take exception to my remarks.

Lst me {llustrate my reactlon by the following hypothetieal
situation. Suppose that a great mathematiclan is living in a
neighborhood where people are destitute and starving. Suppose,
further, that this mathemetician devotes himsel? entirely to
the pursuit of his studies, which in itself may be commendable
enough as & means to inteliaotnal perfection. But, clearly
under the circumstances it 1s not his immediate persomal obli-
gation, nor is it the command of the hour generally. -

Similarly, I say, with all due respect and intending ne offerse,
G-d forbid, there are around us everyvhere tens of thousands and
hundreds of thousands of Jewish children, childéren by virtue of
age, or 'criildren' in terms of knowledge, who are starving for
spiritual nourishment, and whose souls are erying out from their
innermost recessess: 5,0,5. Rere is a truly life-saving obligation,
since the Jew's 1life is inseparably bound wp with his souree in
the Torah, given with the Revelation at Sinal. I cannot help
thinking,%harafore, that 1t is the commnd of the hour generally
and yowr persomal mission in particular - as you have often hearé
from ny father-in~law of saintly memory - to attend first ard
foremost to this inner soul-cry of these spiritually destituts
Jewish children,.

Needless to say, this is not infended to minimize whatever hel

may be rendered to mankind as a vhole, But as in the private life
of every person, his first obligation is to itm suppart his wife
children and parents, and his secondary ebligation to others, which
is understandable enough, since they are his immediats kin, and he
is also compensated by thes in many ways; so in the case of one's
fanily in a wider sense - his own people. Furthermore, the saying
of our Sages is well known to the effect that ons's obligation is
comnensurate with one's ability, and as the Mishnah rules - a wealthy
n:n‘ﬁingiw & poor man'sg ofraring iz not deemed to have offered

-3 °
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I repeat, I trust you will excuse me for my frank#
remarks, especially as they wlill not come to you as a
surprise, since you have heard them many times from my
father-in-law of saintly memory.

To continue with some encouraging news, you will be glad
to hear that the appeal which reached us several years ago
from North Africa, has not remained unheeded. To the best of
our ability we have answered the call and have been able to
provide Jewish education for some 4000 children so far, not
without much effort, indebtedness, ete, We realize the in-
adequacy, however, and we are constantly striving to extend
our services,

May I conclude with the blessing, which my father-in-law
used to give at this time of the year, for a healthy winter
both materially and spiritually, inseparable in the whole of
nature and evident Xxxkm so in éhe Jevw,

Cordially yours,
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By the Grace of Ged
Rosh Chedesh Cheshvan
5715, Brooklyn, K.Y.

Blessing and Greeting:

I have received your letter, and let me first refer to your dis-
appointment at the fact after meeting with a boy your daughter
did not hear from Mm again, and you mention various reasons for
it, You should not take it to heart, for the main reasony is
that that particuler boy apparently was not your daughter's
thasherter.' Continmuing your efforts, in the metural way, to
find a suitable Shidduch for your daughter, the Almighty will
surely send His blassing for success.

With regard to your remarks about a Sheitel, it is my opinion
that this should not present a serious probian in the case of
two young people, both of whom are orthodox, and come from such
fine religious homes as your daughter. Your daughter, I am
sure, would not consider it too difficult a concession to make,
especially as in her heart she is all for it, but is perhaps
influenced by external and unimportant eonsiriarations. Moreover,
4n recent years especially, there has been here an increase in
the number of young women putting on Sheitels, and there are
large circles of them.

As for the question of money, if a boy disresards all other things
and loses interest in & girl because her bank balance does not

measure up to his idea, he is not worth having even if he should
pursue his attention.

I hope to G=d that you will have good news to inform me.
With blessing
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the GCrace of G-d
g%th of Teveth,5715
Brooklyn, N.Y.

Blessing and Greeting:

This is in reference to your letter of January 10th,
in vhich you report your telephone conversation with the
young man of your acquaintanee. Since he alluded to his
not having changed and did not suggest meeting you again,
you concluded that this indicated a desire to termimate|
the relationship, inspite of the fact that in the. course:
of . the conversation he repeated several times that he was
pleased to heer from you.

: In ny opinion, the question whether or not you should
regard the matter as terminated depends on how you feel
about the whole thing. If you yourself are not sufficiently
interested, there would -be no point in pressing the matter.
Od the other hand, if you are interested - vhich is my
impression from the -conversation I had with you - then I

do not think there is sufficient ground for giving it up

so easily on the basis of an interpretation of what he
night have meant or alluded to. -

I think, therefore, that'.you should wait a few days
and see if he will call you in the meantimei and if he should
not, you ought to find some excuse for callirg him again
ard meeting with him, when you could ascertain the position
moré definitely, without having to rely on allusions or
vague indications. i

May the Almighty guide you in the right path leading
to your good, both materially and spiritually.

With blessing,
-
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RABB! MENACHEM M. SCHNEERSON WNRTIRIO 2DN dmn
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770 Eastemn Parkway
Brooklyn 13, N. V.
3
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By the Grace of G-d
21st of Elul, 5727
Brooklyn, N. Y.

Mrs. Esthexr Leah Klyne
c/o Rabbi A. Cousin

7 Durlston Road

Uppex Clapton

London E.5, England

Blessing and Greeting:

1 duly received your letter of September 22nd.
‘May G-d grant that you should have good news to re-
port in the matters about which you write.

Mo doubt you have heard of the Alter Rebbe's ex-

lanation of the significance of the month of Elul,
fn terms of the following analogyt There are times
when a king leaves his palace and goes out to meet
his subjects in the field, when everyone, regardless
of his state and station, can approach tﬁe king, and
the king receives everyone graciously and fulfllls
their petitions, The days of Elul are such a period
when tﬁe King of Kings is, as it were, "in the field."”
This is, therefore, the proper time to strengthen the
adherence to the commandments of the King, and to re-
ceive a greater measure of the King's blessings.

Wishing you and yours a Kesivo vaChasimo Tovo,

With blessing‘w\%/m_v\ .

P.S. In reply to your guestion whether you should tell
any 339 what you heard from the doetor, you should

agk a Rov and act accordingly.
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By the Grace of G-d
In the Days of Selicoth,
5728, Brooklyn, N.Y.

Fre. ~sthar Leah Klyne
124 lLeiceste? Rd,
Salfaord 7, Lancs.
England

Greeting and Blessing:

With the approach of Rosh Hashono,
the beginning of the New Year, may it
bring blessings to us all, 1 send you
and all yours my prayerful wishes for
a good and happy year, materially and
spirituvally.

With the traditional blessing of
n23p AR*HRY 73ARD

%M& Cordially m( : “ E

MRITMRIL THIN B

RABBI MENACHEM M. SCHNEERSON
Lubarviich NIy

770 Eastern Porkwoy
Brooklyn 13, N. Y.

HYocinth 3-8250

™INE [WTOW TI0
R o]

By the Grace of G-¢
26th of Nissan, 5732
Broocklyn, N. Y.

Neshei Chabad of Manchester
¢/o Mrs, Esther Leah Klyne
124, Leicester Rd.

Salford, Lancs. M7 OHD
England

Blessing and Greeting:

I was very pleased to receive your message of
Mazel Tov and good wishes on the occasion of my
birthday.

In accordance with the Divine Promise given to
our Patriarch Abraham, "I will bless them that bless
thee,” may G-dJ reciprocate your blessings and bless
each and all of you-and your families "from His full,
open, holy and generous Hand, " materially and

spiritvally.
?lith blessing
q

@ /A\
S
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RABB! MENACHEM M. SCHNEERSON WIRTIRMT 7NN Imn
Lubavitch
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By the Grace of G-d
5th of Adar 2, 5725
Brooklyn, N. Y.

Mrs. Esther Leah Klyne
124 Leicester Rd.
Salford 7, lLancs.
England

Blessing and Greeting:

I am in receipt of your letter of March 3rd and your
previous corresﬁondence, in which you report about the
activities of the Neshei Chabad in your community. May
G-d grant that you should continue to go from strength to
strength in all your activities under the program of the
Neshei Chabad.

No doubt you will take the fullest advantage of the
forthcoming festival of Purim, especially as it is particu-
larly meaningful for Jewish women, in view of the part played
by Queen Esther in bringing about the miracle of Purim, in
recoanition of which the whole Megillah was named after her,

This is also a particularly timely period to give atten-
tion to the matter of snreading and strengthening the daily
observance of the Torzh and Mitzvoth, especially among the
youngexr generation. For, as our Sages tell us, the miracle
of Purim was brought about by the fact that Mordecai gathered
around him Jewish children, and imbued them with the spirit
of Mesiras Nefesh for Torah and Mitzvoth., 1In this way it was
brought about that "For the Jews there was Light, Joy, Glad-
ness and Honor",., May G-d arant you and all the members of
your group, with your families, an additional measure of the
same, both in the plain sense of these words, as well as in
their inner meaning, as interpreted by our Sages, namely
"Light -~ this is Torah,” etc.

With best wishes for a happy Purim

i
"ith blessinq\_/n%emm
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“Rebbe, git gelt” (Rebbe, give money). The Rebbe

laughed a great deal and gave him some money.

Saved From The Cantonists

en my grandfather was a small boy, the
Russian authorities grabbed him with a
group of children to join the Cantonists. They
placed all the children in a small dark room, with-
out even a glimmer of light.

His mother was a short woman, and she
dressed herself in an extra set of clothing. She ap-
proached the authorities and cried that she wishes
to part with her son before he is taken away. They

allowed her to enter, and as mentioned, it was
completely dark. She dressed up her son in the
clothes of a small girl, which she had worn under
her own, and put a kerchief on his head.

Since his face was smooth, and she left with
him while it was still dark outside, he looked like
a girl and they didn’t recognize that he was one of
the boys they grabbed. In this manner, she saved
him. They ran away from the city and went
straight to the Tzemach Tzedek to ask his advice
how to escape. The Rebbe told them to travel to
the end of the Dnieper River. The boy went to
Cherson, where he had a close relative, and re-
mained there until his wedding.

—

Brief Biography Of
Reb Betzalel Wilschanski 2”1

Rle(l‘)1 Betzalel, or Reb Tzale Chersoner, was
own for his brilliant and multifaceted per-
sonality. He was an impassioned Chassid, an out-
standing yerei Shamayim, a shochet and mohel
with great mesirus nefesh under the Communist
regime. He also displayed exceptional orah cholar-
ship as well as an ability to render halachic rulings,
as he studied in the Rabbinic Institute, which the
Rebbe Rayatz founded in Nevel.

Reb Betzalel holds a place in the front row of
the dazzling gallery of eminent Chassidim, who
served as mashpiim and activists. When he arrived
in Paris, and later in Australia, he was appointed
by the Rebbeim as a member of the administra-
tion, as seen in the Igros Kodesh of the Rebbe
Rayatz and the Rebbe MH”M.

His power of influence was great, whether
amongst the Chassidim living with mesirus nefesh
in Russia, or the Chassidim living in free coun-
tries, or ordinary Jews of all walks-of-life in Aus-
tralia. All of them basked in the light of his Torah
knowledge and were warmed by his Chassidic fire.
Everyone who knew him honored him, and con-
tinue to treasure his memory.

Already in his younger years, as a student in
Tomchei T’mimim in Lubavitch, Reb Betzalel was
one of the prominent T’mimim, and this was in

//F\'
N o

the heyday of the yeshiva in Lubavitch. He was
born on 21 Shvat, 5658/1898, and arrived in Lu-
bavitch at the end of 5672/1912, at the tender age
of fourteen and a half. He learned in Tomchei
T’mimim until his wedding in 5681/1921, when
he married his distinguished Rebbetzin, Chaya, a
descendant of the Ramak and the daughter of Reb
Shneur Zalman Levin the shochet of Romanovka.

In addition to his studies in Nigleh and Chas-
sidus, Reb Betzalel absorbed the unique Chassidic
atmosphere of the yeshiva. He particularly drank
thirstily of the stories he heard at farbrengens
from the great Chassidim, especially from the
mashpia of the yeshiva, Reb Groinem. Later, he
himself was known as an exact transmitter of
Chassidic lore and history. He had many stories
engraved in his memory, and he would spice every
talk with a Chassidic story appropriate for the oc-
casion. His stories gained renown because in addi-
tion to telling each story with amazing exactitude,
he would always become emotional as if reliving
the story.

Most of the stories recorded in this compila-
tion are from the personal notes of his grandson,
Reb Meshulam Zushe Stillerman, from what he
heard when his grandfather farbrenged for the

public in Melbourne, Australia.
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Rebbe Rashab, and the Rebbe asked him, “What
is my Leibel doing?”

The Chassid answered that he became cor-
rupted, because in Lubavitch, they didn’t wear
white collars or ties, yet he had started wearing a
white collar and a tie.

However, he concluded that there is one con-
solation, namely that the tie is never in the right
place, but sometimes sideways or backwards.

When the Rebbe heard that, he smiled.

“opening The Aron”

y wife’s grandfather was a Chassid of the
Tzemach Tzedek and afterwards of the
Rebbe Maharash.

Once (I think in 5636/1876), he was by the
Rebbe Maharash, and he went with another Chas-

sid to the Rashab to ask him to review the maam-

er they had heard from the Rebbe Maharash.

He agreed, but he would daven at length for
three to four hours each day, so he said they
should return at a certain time after he finished
davening and then he would review the maamer.

They came at the appointed time, and he re-
viewed the maamer for them. In the middle, Reb
Shmuel Ber, one of the elder Chassidim who
would stay with the Rashab, walked in. (Reb
Shmuel Ber was a Chassid of the Mitteler Rebbe
and in the time of the Tzemach Tzedek was al-
ready considered one of the elders. When he
would visit the Tzemach Tzedek, he would stay by
the Rebbe Maharash, and when the Maharash be-
came Rebbe, he switched to staying with the
Rebbe Rashab. He too, would daven at great
length.)

He had just finished Shacharis, and he said to
the Rebbe Rashab, “You are honored with open-
ing the aron.” They didn’t know what he meant,
but the Rashab got up and opened the bookcase
and took out a bottle of mashke and some cake,
and served him.

(I heard this from my father-in-law, Reb Shneur Zalman, the son of
the witness to the story.
His father’s name was Shimon and he was born around 5592/1832.)

The Wedding Of The Youngest Son

My father-in-law, Reb Zalman Levin the sho-
chet, was born in the year 5619/1859, and
he was present at the wedding of Reb Menachem
Mendel, the youngest son of the Rebbe Maharash
in the year 5642/1882.

He recounted that the hall was packed and fif-
ty people stood on each table. There were even
those who tied themselves to the beams under the
roof, and hung from their belts.

One wise fellow wanted to be close to the
Rebbe Maharash, so he came early and hid under
the Rebbe’s table.

After the Rebbe finished saying the maamer,
he moved his feet under the table and felt that
someone was hiding underneath. He looked down
and called the Chassid by name, and he said, “It is
mamash a sakana (life threatening situation)!
What are you doing here (this was because about
fifty tables already broke), and why dont you
come out?”

The Chassid answered that it was impossible
to get out because there was no room. The Rebbe
said to him, “Come out from my side.” The
Rebbe made room for him to crawl out and he
stood next to the Rebbe Maharash. He then asked
the Chassid why he hid under the table, and the
Chassid answered because he wanted to hear the
maamer. When he asked if the Chassid heard, he
replied that he had, and the Rebbe told him to re-
view the maamer. He began to repeat the maamer
and after he reviewed a portion, the Rebbe
stopped him, because it was clear that he knew the
maamer. The Rebbe then said, “Nu, baruch Ha-
shem, at least one person heard; I thought nobody
had heard.” The farbrengen at the chasuna lasted
all night, and when the people left the hall, it was
already light outside. The Rebbe Maharash told all
the badchanim present (and there were many)
that they should each say something. They all did
so, and he paid each one.

Afterwards, as they were leaving in the morn-
ing, the crowd formed two rows to allow the
Rebbe Maharash to leave. When he saw one bad-
chan who hadn’t yet said anything, he called to
him and asked him to say something “kurtz un
gut” (short and good). The badchan replied,
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With What Do You Daven?

eb Zalman Dovid was one of the chozrim

(those who reviewed the discourses of the
Rebbe from memory) in Lubavitch. He was a few
years older than I was, but because we shared the
same living quarters, I merited hearing a great deal
from him.

He would daven Shacharis the entire day until
Mincha. He would start after studying Chassidus,
at about 11 a.m., until Mincha time, which in the
winter was about 4 p.m. originally, he would eat
something before the davening, until he decided
this was not proper, so he stopped.

He once told me that because he thinks Chas-
sidus all day and doesnt eat until nighttime, he
doesn’t have the head for learning Nigleh. There-
fore, he would only come to the Chassidus times
of study in the morning and evening, but he did
not show up for Nigleh.

Once, the mashgiach, Reb Yaakov Boruch saw
him in his room and asked if he still learns in ye-
shiva, because he hadn’t seen him at Nigleh study
for two months. Reb Zalman Dovid didn’t answer,
and the mashgiach went to the dean of the yeshi-
va, the Rebbe Rayatz (before he was Rebbe), and
said that this bachur didn’t show up to learn Ni-
gleh for two months.

The Rayatz called him in and asked him,
“With what do you daven?” He answered, “With
the maamer from Shabbos (said by the Rebbe
Rashab). I think it over in my mind, repeatedly.”
This conversation took place (I think) between
Rosh HaShana and Yom Kippur. The maamer of
that Shabbos began with the words ‘kenesher yair
kino.” It is very long and very deep.

The Rayatz told him to repeat the maamer,
and Reb Zalman Dovid reviewed the maamer
looking in his eyes the entire time for a sign if he
was saying it over properly, however, the Rayatz’s
face showed nothing. In the middle, the Rayatz
asked him if he thought there should be an adden-

dum at some point.

Reb Zalman Dovid said that he thought there
should be and even pointed out the exact point in
the maamer and the suggested comment, and
once again, there was no sign on the face of the

Rayatz if he was correct or not. At some point, the
Rayatz asked him to provide an explanation and
he did so, but he got no sign if what he said was
correct. When he finished, he left the administra-
tive offices, and nothing further happened. This
particular maamer was sent in to the Rebbe Rash-
ab by the chozrim (I think) three times. Reb Zal-
man Dovid also prepared a “hanacha” for himself,
but he did not publicize it, as nobody would pub-
licize anything without approval from the Rebbe
Rashab.

Around the month of Shvat, the Rebbe called
Reb Shilem and asked for another “reshima” of
the maamer. (The Rebbe Rashab never called it a
“¢hanacha.” He would refer only to a “reshima” or

“tzetel” and the like.)

Reb Shilem called all the chozrim, and they
struggled and toiled but did not succeed in put-
ting together a “hanacha,” as it was already four
months after the saying of the maamer. Reb Zal-
man Dovid, who learned the maamer four times
from his own written notes before he went to Reb
Shilem, knew the entire maamer clearly. There-
fore, even though he didn’t want to show off his
knowledge, occasionally, when the others were
stuck, he would fill in the gaps.

Eventually, Reb Shilem said, “Nu, you know it
better than anyone else, you prepare a ‘hanacha,”
which is what Reb Zalman Dovid had in mind all
along. He went and brought his “hanacha” to Reb
Shilem, who gave it in to the Rebbe Rashab. The
“hanacha” remained by the Rebbe for five days,
and afterwards, he returned it by way of Reb Zal-
man Havlin. When Reb Zalman Havlin gave the
“hanacha” to Reb Zalman Dovid, he told him
what the Rebbe Rashab said about him, but Reb
Zalman Dovid would not tell what he said under
any circumstances.

What Is My Leibel Doing?
he Chassid, Reb Leib Sheinin was a big bat-

lan. He was an oved, who would daven for
four or five hours. He lived in Cherson. His
mother was not of Chassidic stock and his father
was a Chassid, but a simple Jew.

After he married and settled in Cherson, one
of the Chassidim from Cherson came to the
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a fast day, and proclaimed that every person in the
city should come to the shul to pray.

On the night before the day of prayer, Reb
Zushe sent his assistant to the cemetery and told
him to bring stones and rocks from the grave of a
certain individual, and to place them in the door-
way of the shul, as well as the door to the women’s
section.

Since it was late at night, the assistant was
afraid to go to the cemetery, so Reb Zushe gave
him his walking stick and told him not to be
afraid. The assistant went, brought the stones, and
placed them in the doorways as he was told. The
next day, all of the men came to shul, and one of
them fell over the stones and died on the spot.

Similarly, one of the married women fell over
the stones in the doorway of the women’s shul and
she too died immediately.

Afterwards, they investigated and discovered
that the two were involved in an adulterous affair,
and the plague ceased.

Hair Covering

he custom in Korenitz was that immediately
following the wedding, married women
would cut off their hair and put on a kerchief.

Once, a woman refused to cut her hair after
her wedding, and when Reb Zalman Korenitzer
called her to come see him, she refused. Upon
hearing her of her refusal, Reb Zalman began pac-
ing back and forth in his house trying to resolve
his dilemma. On the one hand, he did not want
to curse her, as after all, she is a Jew. However, if
he would not curse her, others would learn from
her and follow her example.

In the end, he cursed her to have a scalp
wound that no doctor would be able to heal,
which is exactly what transpired. She developed a
wound that the doctors couldn’t heal, until she
was forced to cut her hair.

However, even that didn’t help until she went
to Reb Zalman, and he told her that only if she
promises to cover her hair with a kerchief would
she be helped, and so it was.

Meditating In Darkness

Reb Avrohom of Zhembin once asked his disci-
ple, Reb Shmuel Groinem, how he spends the
long winter Friday nights.

Reb Groinem answered that he buys two long
candles that burn all night. After the meal, he goes
to sleep until 2 AM, and then he gets up and
learns Chassidus until the morning. Reb Avrohom
told him: I cant afford to buy such candles, so I
also go to sleep after the meal and wake up some-
where around one or two o’clock, and then I sit
and meditate on a subject in Chassidus for five
hours or so until daybreak.

The Guarantor Paid
R;b Shmuel Gurary would sell lumber to the

overnment for laying railroad ties. According
to the contract, he was supposed to provide high
quality lumber. At some point, they discovered
that he defrauded them and delivered lower grade
material, and a date was set for trial.

This was a huge difficulty, and he found him-

self facing grave punishment.

During that time, a Jew who lost all his mon-
ey approached him for a loan of ten thousand ru-
bles. This Jew was known as someone with a low
likelihood of being able to return the money, so,
when Reb Shmuel Gurary answered that he would
give the loan only if he could find a guarantor, it
became immediately obvious that nobody would
sign for him. Lacking any other option, he wrote
on the deed of guarantee that Hashem will be the
guarantor. When he saw that, Reb Shmuel took
pity and gave him the loan.

The time for the trial came around, and mi-
raculously, Reb Shmuel won the case. In fact, he
came out ahead with the astounding sum of ten
thousand rubles!

The lender invested the money successfully
and eventually came to repay the loan. Reb
Shmuel told him that the Guarantor already re-
paid the loan, and he refused to accept the money.
I am not sure, but I think they actually had a Din
Torah over the issue.
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Once he arrived in a city where he had never
stayed for Shabbos, and he took his lodgings in
the home of a certain philanthropist. This wealthy
man would always plead with Reb Hillel to stay
for Shabbos, but he always refused. On this trip,
he arranged things so that Reb Hillel would have

no choice but to stay.

That Sunday, the day Reb Hillel was prepar-
ing to leave, someone went and told the authori-
ties that a “gutter Yid”¢ (a Chassidic tzaddik) is
staying in the home of this wealthy person. At
that time, there was a law prohibiting Chassidic
masters from traveling around from place to place
without a permit.

Since the man was wealthy, he had friends and
contacts in the various government offices. When
they heard about the complaint, they warned their
friend that there would soon be visitors to his

home looking for the tzaddik.

At that time, Reb Hillel was sitting in his
room learning Chassidus, and he had five differ-
ent volumes open on the table. Shortly before the
police arrived, Reb Hillel stepped out to the out-
house and left the s'farim on the table. The home-
owner entered the room to warn Reb Hillel, and
when he saw the books on the table, he closed
them and put them on the shelf.

When the police came, they searched politely
in all the rooms, but they did not check the bath-

room.

When they saw that nobody was there, they
left.

After they left, Reb Hillel came out and did
not say anything, but began to daven as usual. Af-
terwards, he prepared to leave. Before he left, he
said to the host, “You saw I didn’t want to be here
for Shabbos, and now that I was here, you had to
go through great aggravation.”

Who Is A Chassid?

he Tzemach Tzedek once expressed himself
about the following three Chassidim: Reb Av-
rohom Zhembiner (the teacher of Reb Shmuel
Groinem Esterman), his brother Reb Dan and
their uncle, Reb Zushe. He said, “Dani (that is
how Reb Dan was called) is a ‘Lamdan,” Ziske is a

“Yerei Shamayim’ and Avremel is a ‘Chassid.””
Reb Avrohom Zhembiner had the custom to go
on the night of Simchas Torah to the homes of all
the residents of Zhembin and make Kiddush on

wine.

His student Reb Groinem would go along
with him and Reb Avrohom would also say
I’chaim in each house. Afterwards, all the heads of
households would come to his house, where once

again, he would make Kiddush.

Once, when they were all sitting in his house,
he repeated what the Tzemach Tzedek said about
his brother and uncle, but left out what the Rebbe
said about him. Reb Shmuel Groinem, a little tip-
sy at the time, asked, “And what did the Tzemach
Tzedek say about Avremel?” (The people present
wanted to give him a thrashing for treating his
teacher with such familiarity, referring to him that
way...)

Reb Avrohom asked him, “Did you hear?” He

answered, “Yes.”

To which Reb Avrohom said, “It is true that
the Tzemach Tzedek said about me, ‘Avremel is a
Chassid.” I toiled and labored to find some way in
which this could pertain to me, but I couldn’t find
any. Thus, I concluded, that someone who sees
the ‘point’ of Chassidus, even though he is only at

the beginning of doing the work of avoda — he is
already called a ‘Chassid.””

A Mitzva Meal

Reb Avrohom Zhembiner was versed in the
tractate Horiyus by heart, and before every
dinner, he would review it in its entirety and make
a siyum, in order to turn supper into a Seudas
Mitzva.

The Stones Testify

eb Zushe Zhembiner (the uncle of Reb Avro-
om) served as Rav in Korenitz (I think he
was the son of Reb Zalman Korenitzer).

Once, a plague struck the city. A number of
children died r’l, and the people, as was the cus-
tom, ascribed it to their sins, particularly the sin
of adultery with a married woman. They decreed
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that’s not it,” then he would meditate for another
hour, start again, and again interrupt, saying, “No,
thats not it!” Afterwards, he would meditate
again, begin again and finally continue. Obvious-
ly, there were times that he davened immediately,
and there were times that it took him longer to get
started.

Why Was He Silent?

It is known that the Tzemach Tzedek would send
young men to Reb Hillel Paritcher in order that
he guide them in the ways of Chassidus.

Reb Hillel had the custom that when he was
invited to a simcha (a joyous occasion), he would
bring along all of his prote'e9ge'e9s. There would
be a special table set aside for them and he would
farbreng for them, and anyone who wanted to lis-
ten in was welcome to do so.

Similarly, the Tzemach Tzedek would send
young men to Reb Pesach Malastovker.

(Reb Pesach was a close friend of Reb Hillel,
even though he was younger. Reb Hillel was short
and thin, whereas Reb Pesach was big and power-
ful. Reb Pesach was terribly poor, and he would
call Reb Hillel, “the rich man,” because Reb Hillel
learned Kabbala and Chassidus, and Reb Pesach
only learned Chassidus.)

However, Reb Pesach would not speak in pub-
lic, except for his students. If anyone else was
present, he would remain silent and would not ut-
ter a word.

Once, Reb Pesach was in Lubavitch, and after
the Rebbe said the maamer, he went to review it
for his students.

One of the Chassidim wanted to hear the re-
view from Reb Pesach, so he went to the place
where he gathered with his students.

However, to his surprise, he saw that Reb Pes-
ach sat silently and didn’t say a word.

After sitting for an hour in silence, one of Reb
Pesach’s disciples signaled him to go outside with
him, and he said, “You should know that as long
as you sit here, Reb Pesach will not speak. There-
fore, it would be better if you leave, since you are
not going to hear anything either way.

But if you go, at least we will hear.” The Chas-
sid listened to him and left. He later said that as
soon as he left, he could hear that Reb Pesach
started speaking,.

A Tzaddik In Deeds
sz Hillel Paritcher was extremely punctilious

nd stringent in his mitzva observance. The
Tzemach Tzedek said about him that it is already
three hundred years since there was such a tzaddik
in actual practice.

Amongst his stringencies was not to enter a
room that had drawings of people on the wall. It
wasn't necessary for him to actually enter the
room to know if there were pictures. As soon as he
opened the door a drop, he could sense if there
was a picture, and he would not enter.

In each city that he traveled to, he had a set
host where he would stay.

One of his hosts would set aside a room for
Reb Hillel, and before he arrived, would tell his
son to clear all the pictures out of the room. One
time, Reb Hillel arrived without advance warning,.
When the wealthy man heard the wheels of Reb
Hillel's wagon outside, he immediately told his
son to remove all the pictures from the room. The
son hurried to take down the pictures, however,
when Reb Hillel arrived at the door, he opened it
a bit and didn’t enter. The man realized that his
son must have left a picture in the room, and told
him to go back and make sure he gets every, last
picture.

The son searched but couldn’t find any pic-
tures, yet Reb Hillel still stood at the door. The
son searched again until he saw that there was pic-
ture hanging on the inside of the door, but since
the door opened inward, it was hidden from view.
After the son took the picture down, Reb Hillel
entered the room.

(1 heard this from the son of the wealthy man, who was the story’s protagonist.)

Superfluous Aggravation

Rleb Hillel had a practice not to spend Shabbos
in a place where he had not spent a Shabbos
previously.
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ing that his original premise was correct. Again,
they tried to disprove it, and had to concede that
the pilpul was solid.

Reb Mendel’s father, Reb Dovid Tzvi, wanted
to know what the students would report to Reb
Chaim about his son. He asked the Chassidim to
go to nearby Shtzedrin (where he lived), and to
get on the same train as the emissaries of Reb
Chaim, so as to follow them and try to overhear
their report to Reb Chaim. The Chassidim com-
plied, and when they boarded the train, they sat
down near the students of Reb Chaim.

The emissaries asked the Chassidim, “Where

are you from?”
They answered, “From Shtzedrin.”
“Do you know Reb Dovid Tzvi and his son?”
“Yes.”

They began to discuss Reb Mendel Chein,
and of course, the Chasidim praised him highly.
Afterwards, they asked the Chassidim where they
were traveling to and they told them Brisk.

The students asked them if they could come
to Reb Chaim Brisker, who liked to daven Mincha
early, but often had trouble putting together a
minyan. The Chassidim readily accepted, so they
could actually be present when the emissaries re-

ported to Reb Chaim.

When Reb Chaim entered to daven Mincha,
he saw the emissaries and asked them, “Nu, can
he learn?” They responded through hand signs
showing amazement and indicating a very high
level. Reb Chaim asked, “Like my Itzele?” (His
son commonly referred to as Reb Velvel, but Reb
Chaim called him Itzele). His students answered,
“He is much greater!”

He Didn’t Hear A Thing

ne of the simple Chassidim of the Alter

Rebbe, or of the Mitteler Rebbe, made his
living as a Wholesaler of wheat. He was an honest
and trustworthy man even in his dealings with
gentiles. His reputation was such that even the
gentiles, who would accuse the Jews of cheating
them, all admitted that he was honest.

Once, one of the wealthy nobles (poretz)
heard about this Jew, who had such a sterling rep-

utation, and he decided it was worthwhile travel-
ing especially to buy from him, as he needed a
very large order.

When the nobleman arrived at the home of
the Chassid, he was engaged in prayer and his wife
answered the door. When she heard what the man
wanted, she told him that she could handle the
sale and that it was not necessary to disturb her
husband. When the poretz insisted that he only
wanted to deal with her husband, she explained
that he was busy praying. The nobleman said,
“Nu, let him interrupt for a few minutes and then
he can return to his prayers.” The wife explained
that it was impossible to talk to her husband dur-
ing prayer because he didn’t hear a thing.

The man refused to believe her and said that
he is probably faking and pretending that he
doesn’t hear, to which the woman responded, “Try
it out yourself.” He took out a gun and fired it
right next to the ear of the Chassid, who didn’t
even flinch and it was clear that he hadn’t noticed.

The nobleman saw that the woman told the

truth and he picked up and left.

Later, after he finished davening, his wife told
him about the poretz who came by wanting to
make a large purchase, etc. The Chassid asked her,
“so why didn’t you sell to him?” She answered, “He
only wanted to deal with you.” Calmly, the Chas-
sid responded, “In that case, he will surely return.”

A Lunatic

In Cherson, I met a very elderly Jew from the
town of Liepli. I asked him if he ever met Reb
Yekusiel Liepler, and he told me that he hadn’,
but his grandmother knew him. He said that he
once asked her about him and she said that he was
a meshugener (a lunatic). When he asked her why
she thought him crazy, she answered: A Jew that
can sit the whole day in Tallis and T’fillin and
doesn’t realize that the entire day has gone by is
certainly a meshugener!

No, That's Not It
He also told me that Reb Yekusiel would medi-

tate for an hour before starting “Hodu,” and
only then would he start. After saying the first
verse, he would interrupt himself and say, “No,
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able to go and come in one day. In that place, the
means of travel was by way of crossing the river in
a small boat, and so she traveled to Horonsteipel.)

The woman asked her Rebbe for his advice,
and he told her that if the doctors say that she
needs surgery, she should undergo surgery.

She reported to her husband what her Rebbe
said, but he didn’t want to rely on her Rebbe and
insisted on consulting the Rebbe Rashab. Immedi-
ately, he set out for Lubavitch, and asked the

Rebbe’s advice.

The Rebbe Rashab heard all the details and
said that he did not agree to surgery, saying it
wasn't necessary and she would conceive without
it.

The husband returned and told his wife what
the Rebbe said. The woman was not comfortable
with the decision, so when her husband next visit-
ed the forest, she traveled again to her Rebbe.

When she told him that the Rebbe Rashab
opined that she did not require surgery, he re-
sponded, “If the Lubavitcher says that you dont
need surgery and can conceive without it — then I
also agree.”

Within a short time, she had a child, and I
think they ended up having five children.

Who Do You Learn Torah For?
A certain Misnaged would taunt the Chassidim

in his town, claiming that Chassidic rabbis
are not knowledgeable in Torah.

Some of the Chassidim suggested that he visit
Reb Zalman Kornitzer, one of the great Chassi-
dim, also known as a Torah genius.

The young man went to speak to Reb Zalman
in learning, and despite his own accomplished
learning, was extremely impressed by Reb Zal-
man’s brilliance. The Misnaged, recognizing Reb
Zalman’s outstanding genius, said in amazement,
“If you were amongst the Misnagdim, the entire
world would shturm with you!”

Reb Zalman smiled and said, “Let me answer
you with a parable: “A well-known seller of Torah
works would travel from city to city to sell and

buy s'farim of value. Once, he heard about a cer-
tain wealthy man, who was willing to pay large
sums of money for rare manuscripts, and he main-
tained a large library, which contained many rare
volumes. The dealer traveled to see the wealthy
man who purchased a number of books from him.

“When they concluded their business, the
dealer asked if he could see the man’s collection.
The wealthy man agreed, and brought him into a
room of wall-to-wall books, many of which were
exceedingly valuable. The dealer was amazed, and
he said, ‘How is it that I do not have so many rare
books and everyone knows me and heard about
me, whereas you have so many valuable editions
and nobody knows about you?’

“The wealthy man responded, “The answer is
simple. With you, everything you buy is only to
sell to others, whereas with me, it is all for my
own personal collection.”

Reb Mendel Chein And Reb Chaim Brisker

he Chassid Reb Dovid Tzvi Chein would say,

“I am better than my father (the Chassid Reb
Peretz Chein), because I have a son who is better
than the son my father had.”

His son, Reb Mendel, was a tremendous gen-
ius, and the father would often say, “I am aware
that my son can learn better than me.”

Reb Chaim Brisker once considered doing a
shidduch between Reb Mendel and his daughter,
and sent two of his top students to test him.

They tested him on all of Shas and he an-
swered all their questions satisfactorily. After-
wards, they asked him to say an original pilpul
(exegetical Talmudic exposition). He began to say
a deep pilpul for about half an hour. The two
tried to disprove his thesis, but were unsuccessful
and were forced to concede that what he said was
true. After they concurred, Reb Mendel, with a
greater display of genius disproved his entire dis-
course. The students of Reb Chaim tried to de-
fend the original pilpul by resolving the new ques-
tions he had raised, but they were unsuccessful,
and so agreed that it did not stand up. Once
again, Reb Mende expounded on the subject prov-
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which fit perfectly, and he left. Three weeks later,
before the Rebbe Maharash was to leave town, he
asked the rav to call the tailor in order to pay him.
When the tailor arrived, he told the Rebbe that
since you did not make up a price with me, I have
the right to ask whatever I want.

The Rebbe agreed that the tailor was correct,
and asked him how much he is demanding. The

tailor answered,

“I don’t want money; I want a promise for
long life.” The Rebbe refused, saying, “Do I have
long life in my pockets, which I can give you? I
am willing to give money!” However, the tailor
would not accept money and repeated that he
wants a promise for long life. Finally, the Rebbe
asked him how many years he wants. When the
tailor replied that he wanted ninety years, the
Rebbe agreed and blessed him.

€ducate Yourself

he Rebbe Maharash said to someone who
asked for guidance in educating his children:

The nature of children is that they copy what
their father does. If their father is a storekeeper,
then when they play with their friends they do the
same thing as part of their play, and if he is tailor,
they will pretend to be the same. Therefore, if you
want your children to learn, then you should
learn. When they see you learning, they will do
the same.

From Poverty To Wealth

Reb Binyomin Altheus a’h was exceedingly im-
poverished throughout most of his life. He
eked out a meager living from making coal. He
had a small yard, and the owner of the adjoining
yard asked him if he wished to purchase his prop-
erty.

Reb Binyomin had no need to expand his
yard, but he asked the Rebbe Maharash about the
offer anyway.

The Rebbe told him to purchase the adjoining
land, and Reb Binyomin did so at a very cheap
price. Shortly afterwards, war broke out. Next to
Reb Binyomin’s now enlarged yard there was a fac-

tory, which produced weapons. Due to the in-
creased demand generated by the war, the owner
urgently needed to expand his factory. He ap-
proached Reb Binyomin and asked to purchase
his land. The owner knew that he had bought the
yard cheaply, for approximately 2500 rubles, and
he offered to pay double the amount, 5000 rubles,
for the land.

As was his custom, not to decide anything
without consulting the Rebbe, he asked the Rebbe
about this offer. The Rebbe told him to put off
the sale until he got the go ahead from the Rebbe.
Meanwhile, the neighbor raised his offer higher
and higher until he reached the sum of 60,000 ru-
bles. Only then did the Rebbe agree that Reb Bi-
nyomin sell the yard, and he became wealthy from
the sale.

If The Lubavitcher Says —then | Agree

here were once two wealthy men, one a Chas-

sid of the Rebbe Rashab, and the other a
Chassid of Reb Mordechai Ber of Horonsteipel.
The two made a shidduch between their families
and the Chassid of the Rebbe Rashab gave his son
in marriage to the daughter of the other Chassid.
Since they were both wealthy, they gave a signifi-
cant sum to the new groom, which he used to
purchase a large forest near the Dnieper River, and
he ran a large lumber business.

Five years passed, and the couple still was not

blessed with children.

The wife visited a number of doctors, who in-
formed the couple that the problem was hers.
They suggested that she visit the specialists in
Kiev.

She traveled to Kiev, and after testing by the
specialists, they concurred with the assessment of
the earlier doctors, but said they could correct the
problem through surgery. She returned home and
informed her husband, however, he did not want
her to undergo surgery, and so the matter was de-

layed.

Time passed, and she felt that she couldn’t
wait any longer, so one day while he was in the
forest, she traveled to her Rebbe the Horonstei-
pler. (Apparently, they lived close by, as she was
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‘I Don’'t Want Money;
| Want A Promise From The Rebbe!’

A compilation of stories about our Rebbeim and their Chassidim
that were written down by R’ Betzalel Wilschanski, great-grandfadhper of Chosson .

The Poor Man's Contribution

ne of the Shadars (emissaries who spread
Chassidus and raised funds) in the time of
the Mitteler Rebbe traveled around the country
and would even go to a small village where all the
residents were extremely poor and could only give
a coin worth fifteen kopeks, which was called a

gulden.

One year, the Shadar figured out that the ex-
penses of the trip to that village were greater than
what he collected there. He decided not to visit
that village anymore. The people of that village,
seeing that the Shadar was not coming, collected
the maamud money and sent it to the Rebbe.
When the Shadar went to the Rebbe, the Rebbe
rebuked him and said: Even though they don'
give that much, the gulden of the poor is more
precious to me than the large donations of the
wealthy!

The Rebbe's Scholarship Vs. Yours

I once met a Misnaged who said he would tell
me a story of the Rebbe Maharash. He pref-
aced it by saying that he was considered a baki (a
scholar of encyclopedic knowledge) but his father
was a real scholar, expert in Shas and Rambam,
etc. Although he was a Misnaged, he held of
Chassidim.

The Misnaged said that his father wrote a
commentary on the second portion of Yoreh
Defi’a, in Hilchos Nidda, and while writing it he
had a tremendous question. He traveled through
out all the towns of the country and asked all the
Torah greats his question but did not get an an-
swer.

He also went to Lubavitch, and headed for
the home of the Rebbe Maharash to pose his

question to him.

The Rebbe Maharash immediately went over
to the bookcase, took a Gemara and after looking

inside briefly, he said:

It's a Tosafos in the tractate K’subos. His fa-
ther, who was also a genius, immediately under-
stood the answer, which displayed enormous gen-
ius, and was absolutely flabbergasted.

Then he traveled to R’ Ayzel Charif, who was
famous as one of the geniuses among the Misnag-
dim, and posed his question. R’ Ayzel gave him
two answers but he negated both of them. After-
wards, R’ Ayzel told him the answer he had al-
ready heard from the Rebbe Maharash.

His father said to R’ Ayzel: That’s the differ-
ence between you and the Rebbe. He answered
me on the spot while it took you a long time.

An Original Form Of Payment
I heard the following story from R’ Moshe Ma-

dayevski, who was a rav in Charal:

Once the Rebbe Maharash came to visit Char-
al, and since he was the rav of the town the Rebbe
stayed in his home. The Rebbe asked him if he
could arrange for a tailor to sew him a new coat.
The rav called an observant Jewish tailor, and the
Rebbe Maharash questioned him to ascertain that
he would sew the coat without shatnez.

The tailor replied that he had never sewn any-
thing containing with shatnez.

After the tailor took the measurements, the
Rebbe said that he wanted the work to be done in
his room. The tailor thought that it was due to
concern that he would keep the leftover material
and he assured the Rebbe that he had never done
such a thing. However, the Rebbe said that he still
wanted the work done in his room. The tailor ac-
quiesced and proceeded to sew a beautiful coat,






