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FREE TRANSLATION

By the Grace of G-d
18th of Menachem Av, 5740.
Brooklyn, N.Y.

To The Participants of the First Celebration
In Honour of Kollel Lubavitch Melbourne,
G-d bless you all!

Greeting and Blessing!

It was with pleasure that I received the notification concerning the celebration.
May G-d grant that it may be very successful in all aspects;

Especially as there are three special points related to this celebration.
They are: First and foremost, the celebration occurs during the seventh year,
“Shabbos LaShem”, whose purpose, according to the interpretation of our Sages
Of Blessed Memory, is, that as it is a time in which they (the Jewish people)
are freed of their main occupation, that associated with ploughing, planting etc.,

~ they dedicafe the time thus freed to G-d’s Torah and G-d’s Service, to the exteritthat — —
the whole year becomes Kodoish LaShem — dedicated to G-d. Secondly, the
celebration occurs on Motzoei Shabbos Kodesh, the twentieth day of Menachem Av,
on which day the family of David, King of Israel, brought the “Korban HaFEtzim” the
“Wood Sacrifice”. Thirdly, the gathering is dedicated to the purpose of broadening the
Kollel during the forthcoming years, the first of which is the year of Hakhel —
“Gathering” — men, women and children. On that year the King would “Read into
their ears”; it was as if they heard from the Almighty Himself.

In the spiritual service of G-d all the above applies even at a time when the
Beth Hamikdash no longer exists.

May G-d grant that all the above add to the participation of all those gathered, and
through them to the participation of all their acquaintances, Shlito, in the
strengthening of the Kollel in particular and in the dissemination of the Torah and its
Commandments in general, in a manner of constant expansion.

We shall all merit in the very near future the true and complete redemption
and the fulfilment of the Law of Hakhel in its literal sense, in the Beth
Hamikdash which will be built by our righteous Meshiach very speedily in our
days, Amen.

With respect and blessings for success.
In anticipation of good tidings.

/Signed/ Menachem Schneerson.
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By the Grace of G-d
Zos Chanukah, =734
Brooklyn, N. V.

Greeting and Blessing:

This is in reply to your inquiry about my opinion ir re-
gard tc the idea of your joining a Kolel,

I+ is, of course, well known that 0%1> %9213 3910 Tio%m
wnicn is said every morning, even before the regular prayer,
“evertheless, there can be a situation where other things take
precedence over it, I have in mind, particularly, the situa-
tion of our present=day Jewish youth, a situation which is
thzt of Pikuach Nefesh.

To be sure, when a person considers what his special cuty
is, there are, generally,;th;:: options, depending on the
category he may belong to; '1£ere are Jews whose main <ask
is to study Torah, and those whose main task is to engage in
litzvoth and communal activities, and those whose task is *o
engage in Chimuch and work with our Jewish youth to brinc them
to a life of Torah and Mitzvotheli. oL

The said options, Mowever, can be considered only when
one is at the beginning of the road and is to mak€ a choice.
In vour case, howewver, -simce you have already been active in
youth work for a number of years and have seen that you have
hagd rfatzlocho in your work, ‘and Hatzlocho in an area where it
is Aoubtful that anyone else could have had such Hatzlocho,
namely the area of acade youth, and, moreover, in an area
where the time element is Amportant, since the sooner a Jewish

*boy or girl begins to observe the Mitzvoth the more certain it
is that they will be saved == your option has already been de-
cided by Hashgocho Protis., Consequently, I can see no justifi-
cation for you to abandon this sacred work, G-d forbid,

Yet, if as you write, you have a strong desire to learn
Torzh and increase your knowledge, etc., you can do so by
taking time off matters of Reshus, but not at the expense of
the time which you have to devote to the Chinuch o0f G-d's
children, so to speak. Be it remembered that we are speaking
not of a Chinuch which aims at making a small Lamdan into a

>




bio Lamdan, which is also a great thing, but of the kind of
Chinuch which must be done to preserve young people within
the fold of our Jewish people, save them from assimilation,
etc., a.l of which need not further be elaborated to you.

To summarizes It is plain and clear that you should con=-
tinue your Chinuch activity without cdetracting from it,
though vou may explore the possibility about using your
other available time for learning Torah. If this spare time
is not sufficient, there is another option, and that is to
find a part-time substitute for some of your activities
which you can safely transfer to such a substitute, under
your supervision and responsibility,

If you may still be apprehensive as to how much you can
accomplish in your Torah studies under such limited condi-
tions, - would like to remind you that the beginning of the
Alter Rebbe's Sefer Tor?b Or, which follows tge Secdras of
the Torah (the Li%utei gr§ , though named differently, is
the second part o rah Or, as is well known), i.e.,, the
first Drush and on the first page, contains the quotation,

."n50 pY2yd gYx 0°5Y 13%1 1mid pPeya’l apax nicns *"yw "33 e2YN ApTs”

And although in the plain sense of it it deals with ordinary
Tzedoko, it is clear that the Posuk, hence the Drush, encom-
passes also spiritual Tzedoko, such as Chinuch activity in
which you are privileged %o engace. In other words, the
great Zechus of your continuing in this area will bring you
extraordinary Hatzlocho in your own Torah studies in your
spare time - "a thousandfold." According to the Tzemach
Tzedek in his commentaries on this Drush, the said phrase

is not just a manner of speaking, but actually mean: what

it szys, without exaggeration,

=% /{_ TR "
With blessingﬂ?‘ W%W"\




B.H.
15th of Cheshvan, 5723
Brooklyn, N.Y.

Greeting and Blessing:

I was pleased to receive your regards through Mr. Virdiger,
who informed me that there has been some improvement in your
health. Your prolonged silence had caused some anxiety. I
trust, however, that it was not matters of health or business
that had prevented you from writing, but rather your pre-
occupation with the affairs of the Yeshiva and Beth Rivkah,
For, as we had occasion to discuss it several times, every one
of us is expected to do his utmost to advance holiness steadily
and increasingly.

Nor should there be any lack of confidence, since the duties
and responsibilities imposed upon us come coupled with the
abilities and opportunities to discharge them fully. And the
success which you and your co-workers have enjoyed in this
work should serve as a further stimulation to even greater
accompllf®hments. If in material matters our Sages declared
"He who has one hundred desires two hundred, and he who has
two hundred desires four hundred" (not being satisfied with
the addition of a mere one hundred), how much more so should
the sights be raised in spiritual matters.

I hope and pray that the above will be fulfilled in your
case in every respect, in health and personal and public affairs,
to be enjoyed together with your wife, who undoubtedly is a
source of encouragement to you, and your c¢hildren, and family
at large. The merit of your father, of blessed memory, will
also stand you in good stead.

: I trust that you and yours have had an inspiring Tishrei,
with its concluding message of Simchas Torah, and may the joy
and inspiration be with you throughout the year.

With blessing




Bg the Grace of G-d
28th of Adar I, 5719
Brooklyn, N. Y.

Blessing and Greeting:

This is to acknowledge receipt of your letter of the 15th of
Adar I, in which you acknowledge receipt of the Siddur. I was
especially gratified to read that you are going to cherish it,
and mere so, that you hope to use it in your daily prayers.

The road from hope to reality lies in effort and determination,
as our Torah, Toras Chaim, declares, "Iry and you will succeed."
Especially in the case of young people, who are blessed with an
extra measure of energy and enthusiasm; they are bound to succeed
with the proper amount of determination.

No doubt you are well aware of the great principle of the Torah

to love our fellow-Jews, which is emphasized at great length,
especially in the teachings of Chassidus. For this reason the 01d
Rebbe included in his Siddur the declaration of it, before begin-
ning the morning prayer, as you will find on page 12 in your Siddur.
Accordingly, I trust that in compliance with this great principle
you will use your good influence with your friends to strengthen
them in the spirit and practice of Yiddishkeit in daily life.

Here too the principle "Try and you will succeed" applies.

I hope to hear good news from you always.

L 4

With blessing,

By




By the Grace of G-d
15th of Sivan, 5740
30th of May, 1980
Brooklyn, N, Y,

The Hon, R, D, Muldoon, Prime Minister
Wellington
New Zealand

Greeting and Blessing:

This is to acknowledge, with many thanks, your kind
letter of the 16th of May, 1980,

I.appreciate very much your thoughtful: message and
good wishes on the occasion of our Thirtieth Anniversary,

I heartily reciprocate your good wishes in accordance
with the Divine Promise to our Patriarch Abraham, "I will
bless them that bless you," May G-d bless you, and the
country which you so eminently represent, with a growing
measure of prosperity materially and spiritually,

With esteem and
blessing,
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By the grace of G-d
15th of Tammuz, 5746

Brooklyn, N. Y.
Greeting and Blessing;:
This is to acknowledge receipt of your letter and kind contribution for Tzedoko, for which receipt is enclosed.

You surly know the saying of our sages in the Mishna that “The reward of a Mitzvo is the Mitzvo itself.”
Hence, what can a “thank you” from a human being add to the Divine reward in which everything is already
included?

But it is certainly in order to express my inner pleasure at seeing another well known saying of our Sages so
eloquently confirmed in concrete action, namely the saying that “A Jewish heart is always awake” - awake
and responsive to HaShem’s Mitzvoth, especially as in your case, responsive to the need to spread Torah and
Mitzvoth for the benefit of the many.

This would be highly gratifying at any time, but even more so at a time when it meets an urgent need that has
been waiting for someone to come forward and provide the financial resources necessary to meet it.

This brings me to the question of how best to use your kind contribution in accordance with your intention.
My answer has already been briefly conveyed to you over the telephone, and I wish now to outline it also in

writing.

The connection between medical science and Halacha is already inherent in the Torah itself, as our Sages
declare, “The Torah brings nX197 to the world.” The meaning of this is not that the Torah negates medical
science in any way. On the contrary, the Torah declares that in matters of health, it is necessary to consult a
physician and follow his instructions - at the same time not forgetting, of course, that the True Healer is
HaShem, and the physician is no more than the agent of “The Healer of all flesh Who works wondrously.”

In medical science there are two basic areas of approach: (a) therapeutic medicine and (b) preventive medicine.
The first deals with medical disorders brought to the physician’s attention for actual treatment. The second,
which has been gaining an increasingly greater role in modern times, is to attain the highest possible level of
public health through the prevention of sickness by such methods as vaccination, public and personal hygiene,
wholesome diets, and by various other ways and means.

Needles to say, while there is no getting away now from the need of therapeutic medicine, preventive
medicine is, ideally, the more desirable method. In the long term, it is surely also more desirable from every
point of view, including cost, etc., not to mention the prevention of pain and suffering, G-d forbid. Also, in
preventive medicine there is no need for recourse to radical means, such as surgery and the like, which,
unfortunately, is part of curative medicine.

For preventive medicine to be most successful and effective, it is necessary to start it from earliest childhood -
beginning with vaccination, brushing one’s teeth to prevent cavities, a balanced diet, and so forth. In regard to




Jewish children, it calls for strict observance of the the laws of Kashrus of foods and beverages, and it is well
known how it affects mental and physical development.

Thus, when our Sages declare that the Torah brings a X127 to the world, it refers not only to spiritual health,
but also to plain physical and mental health as well. Indeed, so we find it explicitly in the Divine promise in
the Torah: “ If you will diligently hearken to the voice of HaShem, your G-d, and will obey his commandments
and keep all his statutes - none of the diseases . . . will I put on you, for I, HaShem, am your healer,” (Exod.
15:26). Here is a clear assurance that the Torah and Mitzvoth are the real preventive Refuo. Moreever, while
the Torah is the most effective preventive medicine, it is also the most pleasant one, as it is written, “Its ways
are ways of pleasantness and all its paths are peace.”

needles to say, this is not the only, nor the main, purpose of the Torah and Mitzvoth, which, essentially, have
to do with 7v17p and G-dliness, and are primarily concerned with the eternal life of the fnw, etc., etc. But we
are speaking here of Torah in relation to physical health, especially that of children, which was your original
intention in suggesting that your Tzedoko be used for a hospital for children, run in accordance with the
Halacha.

Aside from your practical considerations, the best way of implementing your intention and to achieve even
incomparably greater results than can be imagined, is to apply your contribution in the area of Torah-Chinuch
for children,

As you know, one of the most vital activities of Chabad-Lubavitch is Torah-true Chinuch, both for the young
in years as well as for the young in Torah knowledge and Yiddishkeit experience. These activities thus cover a
wide range, from Kosher nurseries to helping the aged.

In light of all above, it is my considered opinion that if your Tzedoko is used in in this way, it would be in the
real spirit and letter of your idea and intention. For, used in this way, it will help ensure healthy children,
physically, mentally and spiritually, so that there would be no need to establish a special hospital for children
according to the Halacha, since they will be raised fully in accord with the Halacha.

The Chabad-Lubavitch activities and programs cover a sufficiently wide range as to offer a choice of options
within that range. I would suggest that you should not limit yourself to one area, but preferably to two areas
within that range. HaShem will surely grant that it be the right choice and will have his generous blessings for
Hatzlocho.

The present month of Tammuz, the month of the Geulo anniversary of my father-in-law, the Rebbe, of saintly
memory, which we have just celebrated, on the 12-13th of Tammuz, is particularly auspicious for the above. In
his letter on the occasion of the first anniversary of his Geulo, the Baal HaGeulo wrote that his deliverance was
not just a personal one, but embraced all our jewish people from *mx (me) to the Jew who is as yet “A jew only
in name.” The Baal HaGeulo has given assurance that everyone who follows in his footsteps and participates
in his work of spreading and strengthening Yiddishkeit, is assured of Hashem’s blessings for Hatzlocho in
these endeavors, as well as in one’s personal needs, both materially and spiritually.

Thus, your Tzedoko comes in a most auspicious time, and the Zechus of it will endure forever

With esteem and blessing,




Toveling dishes before paying for them

Question: Reuven is in the local hardware store and is about to get on line to pay for a frying pan. In
the interest of saving time, he'd like to first toivel the pan at the back of the store and then pay for it
on his way out.

e Is Reuven allowed to toivel the pan before paying for it?
e If Reuven toivels the pan and gives it as a gift to Shimon, would it be considered "toiveled", or
would Shimon also need to toivel the pan when he receives it?

Answer: Lechatchila, Reuven should toivel the pan after paying for it. This is because only after
paying did he "acquire" the pan. However, Bediavad, tevila should be repeated by Shimon, without a
Bracha.

Discussion: The Tazl!l notes that Tevila is required when utensils (which require tevila) are
"transferred" from the possession of a non jew to a jew. However, a retailer that purchased keilim
from a non Jew with the intention to resell them, does not have an obligation to toivel them.
Consequently, toveling does not change the status of the keilim until the "end user" purchases or
"acquires" theml[?l. It is only after this acquisition that the obligation to toivel arises.

There is one caveat. Some authorities hold that once a potential buyer decides to purchase an item,
and both parties agree on the sale, the buyer might be considered as having "acquired" the product.
This would automatically trigger a requirement on his part to toivel the item, (since it is technically
his already) and if he were to do so even prior to actually "paying" for the item, it would be
considered as if he toiveled his "own" item[Bl.

The Minchas Shlomo applies this to a case where the item was intended as a gift. Since the purchaser
was not acquiring the item for himself (as his intent was to gift it), he was under no obligation to
toivel the item[*], and as such the tevila should be repeated, without a Brachal®!.
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Washing and Soaking Dishes on Shabbos

Question: Is Reuven allowed to wash the dishes after the friday night meal in order to use them on
Shabbos day?

Should he wait till shabbos day to wash them?

Would he be allowed to soak them as well?

How about using a sponge, steel wool or detergent?

What about washing the Kiddush cup used in Shul so that it will be clean for the next
shabbos?

Answer: After the Friday night meal, it is permitted to wash dishes immediately® for the next day. It
would also be permitted to wash the dishes from the Shabbos lunch meal, if they might be used for a
Farbrengen or party. Any utensil which one uses throughout the day may be washed anytime.

We are not permitted to use sponges, steel wool or dish detergent for they involve violating various
melachos on Shabbos.

We do not wash a kiddush cup used in shul so that it will be ready for use the following week.
Instead, wait till after shabbos to wash it.”

Discussion: The Gemara® teaches that it is a Rabbinic prohibition to make any preparations on
Shabbos for the following week, including any activity, even if no Malacha is being done? (for
example folding clothing, a Talis or making a bed on Shabbos)™0. The reason for this prohibition, is in
order to prevent people from exerting themselves on Shabbos for something which is not necessary
for that shabbos!!.

This prohibition is exclusively related to things that have no purpose or benefit on Shabbos.

However, when even if there is a small measure of benefit or necessity for Shabbos, it is permitted
and will not be considered in the category of 1°2n.12

The Gemara states! (and the Alter Rebbe Paskens!4) that a person is permitted to wash dishes on
Shabbos as long as there is another meal where these utensils will be used. This ruling pertains to
utensils which are only used at mealtime whereas any other utensil’®> which is used throughout the
day such as cups and the like are permitted to be washed the entire day. However, we should be
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Machmir when we know or are unsure as to its necessity e.g. when there are many other dishes that
can be used instead.1

We have already explained that the reason for the prohibition of preparing from Shabbos for the
weekday is because of the exertion involved. Yet there are many activities which people do on
shabbos which wouldn't be considered exertion, for example cleaning off the table after the meal.
These activities save time after Shabbos and are permitted.!”

The same should hold true regarding placing dishes into a pot of water so as to make it easier to
wash them after Shabbos!8(77vi “v). However it would seem that it is prohibited to wash off the
remains of food on the dishes in order to make it easier to clean them after Shabbos.1? (There is room
to permit washing dishes on shabbos for those that need their house to “look clean”20).
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Kiddush before Musaf on Simchas Torah

Question: Why are we allowed to make Kiddush before Musaf on Simchas Torah? Aren’t there
restrictions on eating before Musaf?

Answer: The Mishnah in Shabbos (9b) says: “A person is not allowed to begin a haircut or a meal
before Mincha.” The concern is that a person might become preoccupied with the activity at hand,
and consequently forget to daven at the proscribed time. We can deduce from this that the
Chachomim enacted restrictions on beginning certain activities, in order to protect time-sensitive
zmanim.

For Mincha, there are two halachik time periods: Mincha g’dola, which begins about a half hour after
midday (chatzos), and Mincha k’tana, which is closer to sunset. The Gemara asks, which “Mincha” is
the Mishnah referring to? Seemingly there shouldn’t be any issue when eating before Mincha g’dola,
as there is still plenty of time —up to six hours—to daven.

The Gemara answers that the Mishna is talking about both zmanim: A person is not allowed to begin
a “seuda g'dola,” (large meal), before Mincha g’dola nor his is permitted to begin a seuda k’tana
(small meal) before Mincha k’tana.

Tosefos! explain that a “seuda g’dola” refers to something like a wedding reception, and the Bais
Yosef? learns from this that a Shabbos or Yom Tov meal is not a seuda g'dola, and may begin
following midday, even within the zman of Mincha g’dolah. From this we understand that where one
has extended time to daven, a more elaborate meal is forbidden whereas a smaller meal is not.

Now, unlike Shachris, one can daven Musaf the entire day. If so, like Mincha after midday, one has
ample time and accordingly should be permitted to begin a small meal after Shachris before Musaf,
but not an elaborate one.

However, there are two further complications and reasons to prohibit it:

First of all, it is possible that Musaf is stricter than Mincha. This may be because the Gemara Shabbos
(10a) differentiates between Mincha and Maariv, and explains that paradoxically a person is more
likely to be negligent regarding the zman of Maariv which may be recited all night long, than
regarding Mincha (the latest time to daven Mincha occurs at a set time during the day). Therefore,
even a small meal is forbidden once the time for Maariv begins.3

Based on this, the Shaagos Aryeh writes* that Musaf should be compared to Maariv, because just as
Maariv may be recited all night, so too, Musaf may be davened all day, and therefore he concludes
that, like Maariv, until one davens Musaf eating is forbidden.

1 nmoon a"y

2 n"x122n917"7 2" Mo 0"aa
3 9"50 R"aa1 2:7"90 Do v"W Y
473" 5D IR IR N



Secondly, the Gemara Taanis (26b) records an argument between R Meir and R’ Yehuda regarding
when a Kohen should practice public Birchas Kohanim (Nesias Kapayim). Since intoxication
disqualifies a Kohen from Avoda, the question is if the chachomim withheld public Nesias Kapayim
from the prayer due to concern that the Kohanim might have drunk wine beforehand.

R’ Meir holds that we are concerned the Kohanim might be intoxicated and therefore they do Nesias
Kapayim only during Shacharis and Musaf, while R” Yehudah maintains that we do not worry, and
the Kohannim can go up for Birchas Kohanim even during Mincha or Neilah.

Based on this, Rabbenu Chananal concludes® that a person is not allowed to eat or drink at all before
Musaf, for we see that according to all opinions the Kohen is allowed to duchan during Musaf, and
there is no need to be concerned of intoxication.

The Shulchan Aruch® writes (based on the Gemara in Taanis) that it is forbidden to eat a meal before
Musaf.

Based on all of the above, the question remains: What is the basis for the custom to make Kiddush
and eat before Musaf on Simchas Torah?

The Rama” writes that if a person has a something in place to remind him to daven Mincha or recite
Krias Shema for Maariv?, eating is permitted, since there is now no concern that he will forget about
it. This is likely the case in shul where there is a Kiddush and then a continuation of the davening, for
there is no greater reminder than that!

Another reason to permit the Kiddush is based on the opinion of the Bach who holds that we don’t
pasken like the Gemara in Taanis. The Magen Avraham® writes that if a person cannot hold out until
after Musaf without eating, they would be allowed to make Kiddush and eat, relying on the Bach.
Likewise, on Simchas Torah when davening is prolonged, specifically due to Hakafos, we fall into the
category that the Magen Avraham describes, and we can rely on him to make Kiddush!? and eat
before Musaf.

The Chassam Sofer was asked if a Bris and its accompanying seuda can be done before musaf, and he
answered that it is permissible, relying on this Rama and Magen Avraham.

In conclusion, after Shachris in shul, it is permissible to eat and drink after hearing Kiddush,
however, one should not eat a full meal to the point of satisfaction.
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Answering Amen while learning in Shul

Question: Reuven is learning in shul and is able to hear a minyan in progress. Is he obligated to
interrupt his learning in order an answer Amen, Barichu and or Kedusha?

Answer: A person who is learning alone, answering Kedusha is obligatory and answering Amen is
optional. Someone who is part of a shiur - especially the one giving the shiur - should not stop to
answer even! for Kedusha.

Discussion: The Mishnah? states when a person hears a bracha being made by a Jew, Amen should
be answered. There is a disagreement3 whether this is obligatory or optional. The halacha* accepts the
opinion which holds that it is an obligation to answer when hearing a bracha. This applies: a) even
when the person is not being Yotze with that bracha and b) even if he doesn’t hear the bracha being
made, but hears people answering the bracha (as long as he knows which bracha is being recited>.)

The reason for answering Amen is that is an acronym for jux1 772 %X. With this response, a person
confirms his faith in Hashem that he will fulfill all his requests.®

Based on the above, we learn the following halacha: When a person is part of a minyan he is not
allowed to learn during Chazaras Hashas- even if he is not being Yotze with the Chazzan? (as is the
case nowadays).

However, there is a Halacha?® that one is not permitted to interrupt his learning. Furthermore, there is
a principle that when one is involved with one Mitzvah, he is exempt from doing other mitzvahs.?
Therefore, interrupting ones learning would be considered Bitul Torah. In addition there is also the
issue of answering Amen, when the person is unaware of which bracha is being recited, and therefore
the Amen is a “Amen Yesoma”.

The Poskim offer different opinions: Some posit there is no obligation to answer Amen. Others hold0
that Kedusha should be answered, but not 1372 ,7"2°X ,1nX. There are yet others that make a distinction
between one learning alone, or one learning with a group as in a shiur.!!
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Answering Amen to multiple people reciting Kaddish

Question: Avraham, Yitzchak and Yaakov are each reciting v>77 during a minyan.
Reuven is Davening with them and wonders how he should answer u& when they are each saying
the v»7p at a different pace.

e Does Reuven answer 12X to all of them as he hears them?

e Should Reuven choose one person’s Kaddish and answer only that one?

e What if Reuven hears a kaddish coming from an adjoining minyan, does he need to answer
that one as well?

e Should Reuven be concerned that he might be answering an 7m0 & (answering 12X when he
did not hear the Bracha or waiting “some time “before answering” )?

e Could responding X "one after the other" (»X 1nX), be considered declaring there are two
powers on earth mmwn'2?

Answer: The prevailing custom is for people who are reciting > to sort of “synchronize" and say
the w7 word for word with one anotherlll. We often see this happen when one person waits to begin
“Yehe Shme raba” in order to allow the others to “catch up” with him. However, this isn't always
practical, especially since there may be several people saying w77 with varying speed, rate and
comfort levels. If all the o'w>7p are within the “halchachic time period” of m2°7 7> 71n (the time it takes
to say the three words °17 7%y m?wl2l then Reuven need answer 11X only once each timel3l. If however,
their timing is off, then Reuven should answer each person's Kaddish as he hears them.[*]

This would ensure that Reuven’s answering m& wouldn't be considered an 10 1R nor would it be
considered declaring there are two powers on earth -mmwn 2 (as it is specific to the v7p he is
hearing).

If Reuven hears a v>7p from an adjoining minyan he is not required to answer since he is already
answering X in his minyan.[®!

'50 NI PInND MIRIP NNk '021,M9782 2P B0 X P2 nMw by [1]
X"”P0 2 'yo 0",y

"I NN HPOMAT 2" 1M RDT) A0 0 "YW [2]

(3"po Y"1 "0 n"ywan"po ww "o 7" n"s Pw) 'R p"o "1 o v"aRa [3]
"5 VY 21 5"2 1572 ymwnT" '2:2"8p bo A"vwa Yy [4]

>7 MR '3 DD R TYHR YR n"w by [5]



Breaking your friends glasses.

Question: Reuven accidentally sat on Shimon’s glasses and broke them. Is he required to pay for
them?

Answer: If a person broke glasses which were placed on a chair in shul etc, they are not liable.
However, if the glasses were in a secure place, they would be obligated to pay the full amount of the
damage. A child who damages is exempt, as are his parents. However, it would be proper for them to
cover any damage their children incur.

Discussion: The Mishnah! teaches “a human being is prone to damage”. The connotation is that man
is always responsible for his actions, especially when it comes to damaging someone’s property.

The Halacha? is that someone who damages or causes damage to a fellow’s property, whether it was
done accidentally or unknowingly, is liable to pay the full amount of the damage.

Based on this, if a guest accidentally left a candle burning on a table and the table caught on fire, he is
obligated to pay full damages.?

There is an exception to this rule, the Mishnah* teaches, “A person who left a jug in a public place,
and then another person came and broke it while walking. He is exempt from payment. The Gemara®
explains that since it is not common for people to look down when they walk, the person walking is
not at fault. We can infer from this Gemara that any situation where a person was completely
unaware of the object, and did not intend to cause damage, he would be exempt from payment if he
damaged it ®. Whereas, if he had some prior knowledge or in a case when he should have looked
down, this would be considered as if he was “slightly” negligent, and therefore obligated to pay.”

In our case, if the glasses where situated in a recognizable place, or if Shimon had permission to put
his glasses there, then Reuven would be liable to pay for the glasses he damaged8. However, if the
glasses where put on a bench, chair etc, in a public place, such as a shul or Bais Midrash, the Reuven
would be exempt from payment.?

What would be the case if the glasses where broken by a minor? Would the child’s parents be liable?
The Mishnah'0 teaches that a child that causes damage is exempt from payment, and the Gemara
explains that there is no responsibility for the minor’s parents to pay. However, the parents have a
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responsibility to make sure their children don't cause damage or harm to others, and it’s proper for
them to pay for any damage their children incur.
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“Crocs” on Yom Kippur
Question: Is it permissible to wear crocs on Yom Kippur?

Answer: crocs that are worn infrequently may be worn on Yom Kippur, though one needs to make
sure that it cannot slip off since then there may be an issue of carrying. However, if they are worn
more regularly even daily they should not be worn on Yom Kippur.

Discussion: The Mishna' states “On Yom Kippur it is prohibited to eat, drink, wash the body, oil the
body, wear shoes, and have marital relations”. The Gemara? explains that the reason is based on the
Psukim in the Torah which indicate that on Yom Kippur we should experience affliction (pain).

The Ran3 explains that there is a distinction between the prohibition to eat (and drink), and the other
actions (washing, oiling, wearing shoes etc.). Eating is a biblical prohibition since there is true
affliction of pain when we dont eat, whereas, showing, wearing shoes etc, which are not a necessity,
and the lack of them are not certain to afflict pain, is only a rabbinic prohibition (allowing some room
for leniency).

The Rishonim argue whether rubber shoes are permitted. The Rambam* holds that rubber shoes
don’t create a big separation to the ground, and as such there may still be some discomfort to the
person. The Ran® learns that the prohibition was strictly for leather shoes, since the prohibition is
based on what people consider as a shoe, whereas non-leather shoes, would be similar to a garment®).

The logic” of the argument is based on how we understand the prohibition. Is it based on the
action/thing itself or the affect it has on the person. According to the Rambam the restriction is on the
person, and therefore it is relative to the person. whereas according to the Ran the restriction is
limited to the way a person looks at the thing (in the case the shoe), and as long as it doesn’t have the
status of a shoe, it is permitted.

According to the Ran, the Chachmim restricted that which has a uniqueness which people do for
more comfort or pleasure,(in other words the Rambam holds that the comfort is relative to the person
regardless if for him it is not considered a shoe for comfort, whereas the Ran holds that it depends on
why a person would wear this one as opposed to the other). For example, there is no restriction on
clothing, because people do not consider clothing to be worn because of comfort/pleasure. Likewise
wearing non-leather shoes is worn out of protection to the feet.

It would follow (based on the Ran) that any shoe which is worn for comfort or pleasure is part of the
prohibition, whereas if it is only out of necessity/ protection it would be permitted?.
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The Alter Rebbe in his Shulchan Aruch? cites both opinions, and explains that based on the reason of
the Ran, a person is permitted to wear a hard garment on his feet on Yom Kippur.

There is another way to understand the Ran'®. As quoted in the beginning, the prohibition of wearing
shoes is more lenient being only rabbinical; as such the Chachamim only prohibited leather shoes and
not other kinds. Similarly, we find this concept in Halacha when the Chachamim add restrictions it is
limited to what they said and it is not a general rule.

Based on the above, any material which is not leather, is not under the prohibition (even if worn for
comfort or pleasure.

Another reason to be lenient is based on the Pri Etz Chaim!! which explains based on Kabbalah that
the prohibition is only for leather.

However, there is still reason to make a distinction between those that wear this kind of shoe
occasionally or on frequently. A person who wears this kind of shoe daily, might be considered for
him as having the status of “leather shoes” that the Chachamim prohibited, and combining the
opinions that hold that we should be Machmir!? like the Daas H'rambam, he shouldn’t wear them on
Yom Kippur.
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Coffee from a Non-Kosher Establishment

Question: Reuven is on a road trip and is in need of a coffee. Is he allowed to drink black coffee
purchased from a non-Jewish store?

Answer: There is room to be meikel and consider the coffee permitted.

Discussion: The Mishnah states! “These are the things which are forbidden to eat from a non-Jew:
milk which he milked without the supervision of a Jew, his bread....his cooked foods....” The
prohibition of bread and cooked foods applies even if we don’t suspect there being any non kosher
ingredients mixed in to the food. This is because the Chachamim were concerned that allowing this
might lead to intermarriage.

The Gemara explains? that the prohibition of eating food cooked by a non-Jew is food, 1) that could
only be eaten cooked and not raw and 2) food which is eaten by “royalty”.

The Halacha? follows the ruling of the Gemara that only foods cooked by a non Jew, which need to be
cooked to make them edible, and foods which are considered fit for royalty, fall under this
prohibition. The Poskim#* explain that nowadays “foods fit for royalty”, might be anything that is
served at a “state dinner”. Based on these criteria, coffee beans and water® would be permitted even if
a non-Jew cooked it.

The definition of cooked foods is anything prepared by fire, therefore anything cooked, baked, fried
etc, would fall under this prohibition®.

There is a dispute amongst the Poskim” regarding inedible foods which become edible while cooking
them together with other ingredients. Doing so would modify the status of the food to: “food fit for
royalty”.

We can apply this dispute to coffee®. The coffee bean itself is inedible even after being roasted and
only when it is mixed with water (and perhaps a sweetener or milk) does it have a flavor and taste.
However one could argue based on the Halacha® that when we have two or more foods mixed
together we follow the majority of the ingredients, which in this case is water. Therefore there would
not be an issue of Bishul Akum.
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Until now we have discussed the issue of coffee regarding the din of Bishul Akum. Now lets turn to
the status of the equipment used.

The Halachal? states that dishes washed together using hot water, either in a sink or a dishwasher,
creates a reaction between the residue of the dishes and the dishes themselves. Furthermore, if there
is any non-kosher residue in the mix, it would make the other dishes non-kosher as well.

Since most coffee shops serve non-kosher food as well, there exists the concern, that the employees
wash all the dishes together. If that were to occur, the coffee machine might become Traif'l. And
anything cooked inside will be Traif as well2.

There is a Halacha, that any utensil which one is unsure as to whether if it was used within the past
24 hours or not, is considered in the category of being “24 hours old”, and anything cooked in this
utensil would be permitted!3. However one cannot apply this logic here, since it's quite evident that
these machines are used multiple times each day.

However there may be a way to be lenient. In chain coffee houses, such as Starbucks, the employees
are usually careful with hygiene and try to avoid cross contamination, and thus keep their machinery
separated from other products when they clean them!4. Certainly, if a person is aware that this is the
case, even if by asking the non-Jew themselves!5, as to how they wash the dishes, there is room for
the coffee to be permitted.

n"ART NYWA YY) oW ' D0 PILPOR P 10w R 0w P b0 2" 0" nMw 2"op mwnaY R Yo X" 2"ww By a:a"s bo 7'y y'w1o
(o A"mu-n"a 02" "M L1 A" M b0 A"m TR o R MR nMoa

5" n"m by R"Po 7Y "o " 2"po A" o 7w 11

N |7nD J"K v,o -I"W "3712

A"P0 2™p "o 7" 1:2"op Bo YW Y 12 01K 0°93 onold

1P D RPIN RNTA2 7wn 98 1MW 2:2"Mp S0 09K 1 aw 1'0 118 B0 R'"n0 by ovTmvn o090 et

7:X"10 0 "V AR aw 1™ pM'o 0o aw 1M"vy 7w "o b0 7" vW Y a1 paakaTtd



Buying with the intention of returning

Question: Reuven is considering purchasing a product with the intention of returning it if he isn't
satisfied with his purchase. Is he permitted to do so?

Answer: It is forbidden to purchase something from a store that has a return policy with the intention
to return it even if the store is owned by non-Jews. If one intends on keeping it but leaves room to
return it, if the store is owned by a Jew, there is an issue with using the product until the time period
of when he could return it passes, because of Ribbis. If however, the consumer has no intention at the
time of sale to return it, he is allowed to use it, and even if he does return it later, it does not
constitute Ribbis.

Discussion: The Gemara! quotes a Baraisa which explains “If a person sold a field or house and the
seller said to the buyer: “Whenever I will have money to buy back the property you must return it to
me, the transaction is forbidden”.

Rashi? explains that the reason the sale is forbidden is because it is considered Ribbis. This is because,
should the seller eventually redeem the property, it will emerge that there never really was a sale and
the purchase price paid by the buyer to the seller was in effect merely a loan. In return for this, the
buyer had use of the property until the purchase price was refunded, and the buyer did not have to
pay anything for this tenancy.

The Poskim3 discuss a case where the buyer refunds the seller for the use he had of the property, and
question if that “refund” would be considered Ribbis. Most* hold that it would indeed be considered
Ribbis.

The concern here is that since at any time there is a possibility that the seller will come into some
money to “buy back” the property, and the result would be that the sale, is not a sale from the outset.
What's inferred from this is, that any sale made with a condition that could make the sale void form
the beginning, is not considered a sale and would be a question of Ribbis.

The Gemara (Arachind) cites a case regarding the din of “Botei Ari Chomo”, when one sells his house
in Eretz Yisrael, and has a year to redeem it. If he does redeem it, it is considered Ribbis, since the
buyer had use of the house for the amount of time before it was redeemed by the seller. The Gemara
explains that the reason the buyer is permitted to make use of the property is only because a clear
exception given by the Torah with regards to “Botei Ari Chomo”.

From here it is clear that any sale that has a time limit allowing the seller to refund the money, the
buyer is not allowed to have any use of the item until the time period has elapsed®.
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Some poskim maintain’ that when the seller “creates” the option of a “refund”, for his own benefit, in
that case there would be no sale and it could be considered Ribbis. The reason being since in order for
the sale to take effect, there needs to be a transformation from the seller’'s domain to the buyer, where
in this case it’s still considered in the seller’s domain, since he has the option of taking it back.

However if the buyer stipulates this condition, (that if he doesn’t like the purchase he will return it)
then it would be considered a sale and complete transfer from the sellers domain to the buyers, and
when the buyer does return the item, it would be like a whole new purchase/sale ( eg:the buyer
selling it back to the initial seller)

The Alter Rebbe in Hilchos Ribbis® writes “even if the buyer has the option of returning the purchase
(where this is a pre-sale condition) it is considered Ribbis for the buyer to make use of the purchase,
until the time that was agreed upon passes.

Regarding a store that has a return policy allowing a product to be returned at a later date, if the
owner is Jewish or its owed by a Jewish corporation, it would be forbidden for a Jewish costumer to
use the product if he bought it with the intention, that if he doesn’t want it, he will return it, for that
would be Ribbis.

If however the store is owned by a non-Jew there would be no issue of Ribbis.

This holds true regarding the issue of Ribbis. However, the Gemara %says that part of the Issur of
Gnievah is also Gneivas Da’as. The Halacha'? is that any deception in business whether between two
Jews or even a Jew and a non-Jew; one violates the Issur of Gneivas Da’as.

Based on this, in most cases the assumption of the store owner is that the sale will be absolute and the
only reason they offer a return policy is to attract customers. Therefore, if one were to make a
purchase with the intention to return it, even from a store owed by a non-Jew, it would be Genivahs
Da’as, and in legal terms it would be “buyers Fraud”.
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Blowing Shofar in Elul

Question: Does the Minhag of blowing Shofar after Shacharis during the month of Elul, also apply
when davening without a minyan?

Answer: The custom of blowing the Shofar during Elul applies mainly, for a Minyan. However, if one
Davens at home he should still blow the Shofar after Davening and especially if there are women or
girls in the house who would not hear the Shofer in Shul or a Minyan. My father A”H would make an
effort to blow the Shofar at home, for my mother and sisters.

Discussion: The Pirki D’rab Eleazar® teaches that on Rosh Chodesh Elul Hashem told Moshe to
ascend the mountain to receive the second Luchos, and the Shofar was blown throughout the camp
so that the Yidden should not sin again. Therefore, Chazal instituted that we sound the Shofar during
the month of Elul in order to awaken the Yidden to do Teshuvah.

The implication of this Midrash is that the blowing of the Shofar has the power to stir our emotions to
do Teshuvah. This is especially true when the Shofar blowing is done in public, as the posuk says
“blowing the Shofar in the city” and “they blew the Shofar throughout the camp”.

Therefore the Chachamim established the custom in Ashkenazic communities to sound the Shofar
every day during the month of Elul, after davening?!.

It would seem that hearing the Shofar blown in public, has a great and powerful effect to bring one to
do Teshuvah. This would indicate that the custom of blowing the Shofar was only established during
a Minyan, because a Minyan has the power of a public group, and as such there would be no concept
for someone who davend at home, to blow the Shofar after Davening?2.

There is however a second reason brought by the Rishonim® as to the custom of blowing the Shofar
in the month of Elul is to “confuse” the Satan and “throw him off his game” through sounding the
shofar earlier.

The Rama® writes that the Shofar is not blown on Erev Rosh Hashanah, and the Magen Avraham?
gives two explanations for this 1) in order to make a distinction between the blowing of the Shofar
which is only a Reshus and that of a Chiuv and 2) in order to confuse the Satan as to when Rosh
Hashana actually occurs. According to the latter reason, it would seem that a person should still hear
the shofar even if he is davening without a minyan.

The is another reason why one should blow the Shofar in his house, since in most cases the women of
the house don’t Daven in Shul, and as such they would miss out on the hearing of the shofar.
Nowadays it has become established to blow the Shofar during Elul even if one doesn’t necessarily
know the reason for the custom, and for them it is a part of the Elul preparations, and it has the same
power as if blowing the shofar in a Minyan. (One could add that we find that although women have
no obligation in hearing Shofar even on Rosh Hashonah yet they are allowed to blow even though
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blowing the Shofer on R”H for no reason is forbidden because it gives them Nachas Ruach?, how
much more so in this case).
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7702

It is with tremendous gratitude to Hashem for his immense kindness that we welcome
you to the wedding of our dear children Menachem Mendel and Zisi »mw.

We are grateful to our many friends and family who have traveled from far and near
to participate in this joyful occasion, and for all your good wishes of Mazel tov and
blessings to the Chosson and Kallah and families.

As an expression of our gratitude we share with you this memento which contains a
collection of letters from the Rebbe and ten Halachic essays that were originally
written by the Chosson as a daily Halacha email, L'iluy Nishmas - n"%12an% - his dear
father Rabbi Yitzchok Zirkind A”H. We hope that this will further encourage everyone
to increase even more in their learning and practice of Halacha. Note - the Halachic
conclusions are for awareness only. For an actual ruling please consult your Rov.

This is a part of over 100 Halachic issues that were written by the Chosson, and will be
published with G-d’s help. If anyone would like to kindly help sponsor this Sefer,
please contact oldhebrewbooks@gmail.com.

May Hashem bestow his bountiful blessings on you, your families and Klal Yisroel,
and may we merit being able to go from this simcha to rejoicing in the ultimate simcha
of the coming of Moshiach Now!

With blessings for a Ksivah V’chasima Tova leshana Tova Umesuka

The Zirkind and Wolf families
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