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Aleph @'Rosh Chodesh Tarims 5710 i
June 15, 1950
PBrooklyn, H.Y.

Dear Mr. ]

. This ie in reply to your question regarding the significance
of the custom during the marriage cerecony that the tride make seven
cirenits around the groom nn:l'er the Chuppah.

The answer to this guestion, it seems to me, haz to cover the
folloving sub-guetions: (1) The significance of the eircult, (2)
its repetition seven times, (3) the bride clrcling mu;rb'm grooa
and not vice versa, (4) the bride then joining the groom, standing .
‘i'.! s side iﬂth:l.n that elrele.

I trust the following may give you a satisfactory answer.

It 1z stated in the Zohar (Part ITI, 732) that mrriage, which
15 8 unfon of two distinet persons, is in reality a union of two
halves of the same soul. Each one, when m,"msuns tut half -
of that soul which becomes one and gomplete only in wedlock, through

- Chppah end Kiddushin,

Thi=z is why marriage is one of the greatest soul-stirring ex-
periences of the bride and groom, for thelr respective souls have
found at last the other half. OSomething of this joy is axperienced,
by way of illustration, at the re-union of two close relatives or
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“the firat to take his place tnder the Chuppah. 'hon the bride is

-seasons, o lasting amd ctormal edifics' (vith tho 1nfinity of the
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the seventh as a day of rest, Man was then occamanded to work for
8ix days of the week, but to dedicate the seventh as a Babbath
unto G=d. m-:uum'hmwn-mﬁmam
1ife, it is fitting that this besle principle of a happy 1life
should be symbolized during the wodding ceremonmy. llonce the "Seven
Daye of Teasting," and the "Seven 51 (Sheva Berachoth),
This bings us also to the soven circuite of the bride arcund the
groom,

Bearing the above in uind, &3 well as the earlier introductory
ronarls concorning the baszic charaoter @iffcrrnccs between the

male and female, the ceremony of the sevon circults which the bride
‘salkes sround the groan sugrosts the following explanaticns

The groom, vho takes tho initiativein bringing the wnion to
fruition, is initiclly the coenter of the new .Twish. ho=e. He is

led to the Chuppah, she procoeds to make a clrele zround the groom,
This syobolizes the delinoation (in goace) of thelr ovm world withe
in the outer world, with her husband-to-be as its center. Ghe cone
tinues to make elrcuits ome after the other paven tines, symboliz=
ing thet she, the "Poundation of the Mouss," founds an edifice
that would be coynlcho on the First day of onch and cvory wedk to
come as oft the socond, third, ote., to the end of all tines and

Mcyele"). !ar own contribution to this sacred unfon is also im=

plisd in the faot that che =akes the clreuits around ﬂw\.pm.
Having comploted the soven cirouits, she stands beside her

—_— hrudl; speaking, mk_
" 44sh differcnce 1s what our Sages callsd "the nature of the mle to
— " 4,9, the propensity of the male conguer nwlpmﬂ.mes‘ >
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beloved friends who had been separated for decades.

To & certain extent, thersfore, the marrisge marks the begin-
ning of & complote and full 1ifs, while the pro-mrital life of
slthor the btride or groom my be considered in the mature of = pre-
paratory period. y

#he unden of the two parts of the same soul is mot a unlon of
MMMnamwuhﬁuwdn. But they gomplament each
other, sach of them enriching the other with powers and qualities

- whieh hitherto were not possessed by him or her, For the "masculins”

and "feminine" parts of the soul have tasic @ifferences, reflecting,
Lty"aifferences of tho sexes. Qna

; his bome, a1 12 gonerally ot found in the famala,
On the other hand, the woman is called in our sacred literaturs the
#Foundation of the House," for within the house her persomalify and
innermost qualities are best expressed m asserted (Psalms W5ilk).
1t has been mentiomed earlier that marriage, in a sense, marks
the bepingipe of & full life. The wedding ceremony reflects this by
an allusion to the beginning of all life, ll;!nuill'l.y humsn 1ife,
The Blessings of Betrothal (Birchoth Henesuin) also begin with &
roference to the creation of the first man, the first woman, and
their wedding,
Ever since the Creation of the world, human 1ifs has been based
on the seven-day cycle. O=d created the world in six days and hallowed
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husband-to-be in the center of the cirsle, for after the prepara-
tions for the building of thoir home, both of them, the husband

an the wife, Torn its cemter. From here on, throughout the en-
tire coremony, both fie tride and groom fora the center of the

holy eeromony, llks a king and queen surrounded by a suite of homor.

Their 1lives becoms united into One full and happy life, based on
the One Torah Ath its procepbs, given by the One 0-d.
With all good wishes and kindost personal regards,
ery_sincersly yours,
"G Gt e

Rabbi mum

lotes:

Page 1 (W), This does not mean, of eourse, that is half a soul
in every respect, fut in the sonse that in some res-

ﬂeﬂ viz, the s up of a , an individual
ta "half," goul is likewlse &8 "half,®
Page 3 (*), This is ssed, e.g. by the saying of cur Sages

that "it iz the custom of tle man to seek ¢ wife.”
During the marriage cerenmomy this is symbolized by
the fact that the groon declarss "Harel at, ete,”
{Be thou betrothed unto me, stc.), uhils the bride
remins silant.
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