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RABBI MH'IACE-IEM 'I‘tdc.hSCHNEERSON WRITTIRIE 700 Tmn
+ "~ ¢ 770 Eastern Parkway WEMRIN
Brooklyn 13, N. Y.
PIPIRS TR TIO
HYacinth 3-9250 sa ppm
By the Grace of G-d

26th of Teveth, 5717
Brooklyn, N.Y. -

Mrs. Malkah Barah Kuperman
1155 Horrison Avenie
BPOH:{ @ i\f. Y. ’

Blessineg and Greeting:

I received your leiter of lagt Monday, and I
was pleagsed to read in it thet you started =
study group of young women, in accordance with
our digcussion when you were here, snd that
you already see the first gigng of progress.
This gives me the hope that you will bhe en-
couraged to increase your efforts for con-
tinued progress with this grouv, both guanti-
tively and qualitively, that is,to say,
increasé the number of:youns women attending
this circle, as well as in the spiritual
acoomplishments, and may G-4 bless vou with
continued success., )

-Enclosed you will Tind some of our lstest
publications, which I trust vou will Tind
ugseful in your work.

With blessing,

i
;
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HYacinth 3-9250 RIE T Lo h e}
By the Gracs of G-4

14th of Teveth, 5718

Brooklyn, M. Y.

Mre, Malke Sarah Kuperman
1155 Morrison Ave.
Bronx 72, New York

Rlessing and Greetiing:

I received your letter, and was pleased to read about the 5004
vork of the women's group, about which you write that it is
going along by itsell, with 1little effort on your part. In

this connection I would like to point out what is explained in
Chassidus, that even where & thing is so established that it is
going on by 1lteelf, without outsidse effort, it is clear, however,
how much better it would go where there is an additionsl effort
from outside. This is explained in connection with the welle
known saying of our Sages, "Effort with success, believe; success
without effort, do not believe," which has been said about the
study of the Torah and the observance of the Mitzvoth, even in
connection with people of great mental capacity, etc. For, true
success comes only after suitable efforts.

I therefore trust that you will make every effort ito gain ever-
growlng success for the group. No doubt you also know my view
that ¥m among the subjects to be studied by young married women's
groups should be included also the subject of Tzhares Hamishpocho,
I trust that this is =o in the case of your group.

With reference to the news that you are nearly due to give birth,

may G-d help you complete your pregnancy and give birth to a
healthy, normal child, in_ a happy and auspicious hourg.

¥With blessin§?§G <i {é? .
i AT AR e e
3 ¥ % P SR 4 -
! 25“‘ O L Hied

T9I0 SPWY wANR Am Y (INRAYDIP 7w 79%1) RNavah "amTR M anon
2977 ARTYT 9D FTINIWNT R 7' an swid
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Provenance of a Picture

by Rabbi Shalom Yaakov Chazan

ave you ever wondered
about those pictures that
appear in the back of the
Tehilas Hashem siddur?
Under the heading
"Seder Hanachas Tefillin" ("The
Correct Order of Putting on
Tefillin")  there are  three
photographs, one showing the
tefillin shel rosh, and two showing
the tefillin shel yad, with a front
and back view of someone's arm.

In  most siddurim  the
photographs are not very clear. In
fact, with each successive printing,
the quality of these pictures
deteriorated over the years. Where
did these pictures originate, and
whose head and arm are depicted?

To find the answer to these
questions, as well as to the
question of why only the upper
half of the model's head is shown,
we need to go back to 5704
(1944).

One day that year, Rabbi
Shalom Chaskind walked into the
office of the Merkaz L'Inyonei
Chinuch and approached a 15-
year-old bachur who worked there,
Chaim Aharon Kuperman. "The
Ramash (as the Rebbe MH"M was
then known) is asking that you
come with him and Rabbi Nissan

Mindel for a short trip to

Pitkin Avenue. Merkaz
L'Inyonei  Chinuch is
putting out a booklet

explaining the mitzvah of
tefillin, and the Ramash
wants it to contain accurate
pictures depicting how it is
done."

"What's on  Pitkin
Avenue?" the boy wanted to
know.

"A photographer's
studio," Rabbi Chaskind
replied.

And so it came to pass.
The Rebbe, Chaim Aharon
Kuperman (today a resident
of Crown Heights) and
Rabbi Nissan Mindel went
to the studio and were
photographed. The head
shot that appears in our
siddurim is that of the
young Kuperman wearing the
tefillin shel rosh, but the arm in
the picture belongs to Rabbi
Mindel.

The photos reproduced here
are those that appeared in the very
first English edition of the booklet.

In 1945, when the Tehilas
Hashem siddur was first published,
the Rebbe included the page with

-33-

Photograph of Chaim Aharon Kuperman
as it appeared in the original booklet on

tefillin printed in 5704 (1944).

the photographs at the back of the
siddur. This time, however, the
picture depicting the tefillin shel
rosh was cropped, and only the
top half actually showing the
tefillin appears. It was these
pictures which were subsequently
reproduced in later editions.
When Beis Moshiach asked
Rabbi Kuperman why the Rebbe
did not choose him to model the
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Cropped photograph, as it appears
in the siddur.

Front and back views of Rabbi Nissan Mindel's arm modeling the tefillin shel yad.

tefillin shel yad he replied, "I was
only 15 years old at the time, and
my arms were too small and
skinny! The Rebbe preferred that
Rabbi Mindel wear the tefillin shel
yad so the picture would be clearer
and the depiction more accurate."

Since 1944 the original booklet
has been reprinted many times, as
has the Tehilas Hashem siddur. By
5741 (1981), when the Merkaz
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L'Inyonei Chinuch was preparing
a new booklet on tefillin, the
original photographs were no
longer legible, and new ones were
used. The very latest edition of
Tehilas Hashem, printed this year,
also contains these more recently
selected pictures. For some reason,
however, the picture of the tefillin
shel rosh appears in its entirety. #
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