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... There was a large crowd in the bais hamedrash at the time of slichos, also women,
some went into the Rebbe Shlita afterwords for Yechidus.
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At 9:30 p.m. until 10:20 p.m. college students under the direction of Shlomo Carlbach met
at the Yeshiva as a pre-arranged appointment to go into the Rebbe Shlita. A group of 40
students of a mixed crowd, half boys and half girls met at the Yeshiva.

At 10:20 they were allowed to go into the Rebbe Shlita. L. Groner hushed into my ear that

a few of the students of the Yeshiva should also be permitted in and | was among them.

When that word spread everyone pushed in. S. Carlbach took his place at the side of the
Rebbe’s desk as R. Chadakov stood to the Rebbe’s left.

The Rebbe asked Carlbach for someone to translate from Jewish to English. The Rebbe
pointed me out, but Carlbach said that he can. The Rebbe began speaking and
Carlbach’s voice was just above a whisper. The Rebbe then turned to me and asked:
Gross? Motioning with his hands. The Rebbe then began that the Shchina rests where
there are 10 and now that there are more than 10 it surely rests here. | was able to
translate the first 2 phrases being that they were short, but the third phrase was long. |
began translating and wasn’t able to go further, | stopped in the middle. The Rebbe
looked at me but | was helpless, the room was just a mingle of people to me, my head
was hazy. Carlbach asked the Rebbe to speak in his English, the Rebbe saw no other
solution and spoke for 10 minutes in his English, which is very good but only with an
accent. After the Rebbe gave the Bracha and as he gave it tears streamed down his
cheeks.

We were all about to leave but apparently Carlbach promised them that they may ask the
Rebbe all their questions. They began asking if there was a girls school? If the Rebbe
has Ruach Hakodesh? What's the use practicing something you don’t understand? How
to explain to someone who doesn't believe and give him good proof to believe that there
is no conflict between science and religion (the way the Rebbe speaks)? How come
women were put aside and men went to the Rabbi’s leaving their wives behind? What's
the difference between Rebbe and Rav? That religion isn't as obvious as it seems and
that it always can be repudiated, this question was asked by a Yitzchak Elchanan
Yeshiva student who said that he feels religion but it can’t be put into words to
understand it, and that if he studies long enough he would be able to relate to all the
Rebbe's answers, and that the Rebbe has an active approach that is correct. -

The Rebbe’s answers will be published at the earliest opportunity for they were simply
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worded in the Rebbe’s own English. The Rebbe asked them to put on Tefilin and obey
the different laws, also to speak to their friends about religion. Upon a question, the
Rebbe answered that if there will be enough of a demand, he will see that a translater
write up some basic works of Chasidus into English.

The room was very hot. | stood at first next to Carlbach, but before the questions, thinking
that it's all over, | walked out to arrange my camera, to take a photo of the students
(advice of Rabbi Rothstein), meanwhile the questions just got under way. | missed the
first few. On the Rebbe’s desk to his right their is always a large stack of books near his
telephone. In front of him he had a few Kvitlach from the previous Yechidus he had. and
also his pair of glasses in a blue case. His watch as well, the Rebbe sits at the end of the
chair, does not relax, nor lean back. As he spoke, he watched the expression of
gveryone. He had enough patience to answer many questions.

If a psychiatrist cannot cure someone, can the Rebbe? He answered, yes. If anyone can
become a Rebbe? He answerd, yes, how? It's a very difficult job, and therefore there are
so few in the world, and always have been, for it means putting aside all worldly desires,
not wasting a minute from learning and doing good acts. The Rebbe is also a person, he
must eat and sleep as any other person but that has nothing to do with his being a
Rebbe. Can a Rebbe ever use a psychiatrist? One fool asked. Answer: that again has
nothing to do with the Rebbe as a Rebbe, but with his private life. Is a Rebbe a Rebbe by
inheritance? No, it's just more frequent that it happens so, but one thing a Rebbe must be
is a disciple of the former Rebbe. Can even a son-in-law become a Rebbe? Yes.
Sometimes a Rebbe cannot cure a Chossid, because the tie between the Rebbe and
Chossid has been weakened by the Chossid, and then it is very difficult for the Rebbe to
retie this.

Looking at the group who never dreamed that there is a higher element in this world then
physical enjoyment and no other reason to live. Some of the students left in the middle of
the talk, for the room was very warm. The Chassidim Haskind, Kazarnovsky, Katz
became very restless inside, for these “children” were just asking questions without
thinking, especially the one from J. A. Yeshiva.

Before we left, the Rebbe again said that a commitee should be formed regarding the
publishing of Chasidic literature in English and again wished a Kesivah Vachasima Toiva
in all our needs. At night the Yeshiva students reviewed the talk.
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~The bus was in a hurry, one bus was rented for $40 by individuals, we all left with the
Rebbe Shlita, Rabbi Chadakov and other Chassidim, Arriving at home at 3:50. We
prepared for Yomtov. Today the clock was changed at 2 a.m. one hour behind.
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Going we went down Eastern Parkway the whole way, coming down President St. ill
Brooklyn Ave. over and then turned left to Eastern Parkway.
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