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SEJEPANLHAR CNYIEA NMpeaceqaTens BoDOBMYCKOR
BESONACHOCTH POCCMM sEOeacKon oBmHee "ilanom”
YNPABNEHWE Anexceasy J.A.

L74400. HoBropoAckan oBNacT.
}*.uq.nx, B la/sP0BET r.BopoBwaK. Y. CopeTokan, A4.25/27

BEMAKKMA HOBMOPOA
APXWBHAA CNPABEA

CornacHo AoXMBHUN MATEDHANEM. KAuBHENEHESATEH { RanmHBsnEHED—
rewl  Hurawn (Maxaene) Fasoesssd (Tae B oAene), 10 oxTASam 1873
roga powaBHMA, yooweweu r.Porases BCCP, EBDEH ND HAUMOHANBHDETE .
paBOTaABEMa B ADTENW HHEANWADER [ pomoGas” . npomMpaswad B r.CTapan
Fycca, yn.llpapocyawa, 4.10, Bwn apecToBad 3 ouTABpa 1937 roaa
coprawama HEBA.

HeEoBOCHOBAHHO OBNWHANDCA B TOM, YTo, AKOBs, “...Grayde wpax=
ABBHO MACTROEW NROTHER COBRNACTH W BEM(E), RARAAMCA 8K THRMBE
YHACTHMKDH K=, PYNMd, PACNEOCTRAMAN K0 . DENHTrMOIHER SAHATHEM .
BOCNHTREBaAN ™MONDAENE B E=@H. DEAMFADIHDM AYHE 4YBDeD HENSTanisH YW
wrany "Eeaspn”. ADMEMBAR D HHMX HEHADHCTE K COBENACTH. FacnpocTpa=
HAN  EAEBETHWYBCKME K—p, CAYXM O TAKENDR mAdHA EBEDEED B CCCP m
FOHEHAR H3 HMd. BUELUEAN HEAOBONLCTRO W OSNDENEMWE CREAM HaCene—
HuA Ha CopeTcewi Cowa®, T.2. N0 NONMTHMBCKWM MOThBaM, G20 yraza—
HHA CTaTwW Yronomaoro Kofexca. Hak " ROHTRPEBDNMUMOH MG INEHMeHT " .

Fewewwen OcoSod Tpodww YHEB[] Nedksrpasceonh obnacTes oT 13
woRBaR 1937 roga KauewenewBores M.T. Gun npuroBopes © BRiCwah me=
pE Hakazawun — paccToEny. [PMronop NOWBEAEH B HENONHEHWE 19 Wo=
Atpn L9357 roga m r.llewMurpana. HMecToM @adopoOHEHRRA ARAABTCA TH-
NesaEoBcikan NYCTOWR, HAXKDAARAACH BEMAKEN notc . Nepawops BuSoprororo
pafiona r.CaWkr-NeTepsypra. CvepTe KausnenedGOreda M.T': 3aparwcy=
pupoBana © oTaEne FAMC AAMKHMCTOALKK Crapopycckoro pasoMa Hosro-
pPOAC KO DENACTH, ®Ey¥yQa npd HEDEXOAWMOCTH DOACTHOHHMKN MOryT oEpa-=
THTHCA @@ COMABTENLCTROM O B0 CMERTH.

la nocTadobnesmas Npeawguyma Hoeropoacworo OBNAcTHOro CYAA
ot 27 oeTABpm 1556 roaa KauswenesGored Muxzasne §osieseW-s peain-
AWTHOOBEaH, 28 CNPABKOR O @ro PEeatunMTalMA PEEOMEHLYEW OEHDATHTWCR
5 HOBropoACKWs OBNACTHDR CYAs YVaz:ap faTy PEaLHNWTALWW.

Coctas cesmsl EaugsensnGoreda M.l . Ha HOMBMT ApEBCTAI KEHa =
Capa. 92 roaa, CcHH — Mowceh , & nNET. CHH = linedmenaansas . 18
ner.

CarnacHo npoTokony obwcka or 4 oxTAGOA 1937 roaa v Kauedws—
naHBoreda M.T. Sw&no wewATor® nacnopt B S28412. nopRakuuE NUCh-a
W nNepBnWEra, SBEDBACKAR DENUIMONHAA NWTERaTYRA. SENEIROACQDCKHWS
EMNETH,. AGHEr COBETCHMN TOM THCAYH cTo pyEned (3100), wHocTpad—
auk AEMEr (3 aonnapoe). 4 CEpEEPAMMN MANEHRKWK DHMO4EW, OBLEKTUE
doToannapaTa® .

CeeaeHrn O KOHSHCKOBAIHHOM WMYSBCTEE. & TAKWE NHYHME - 40EY™
MEHTOE W $oTOrpadui B BRNHBHOM ABNE HE WHRSTCOR.

OcwomsaHwe: amno apx.d la/2089.

HauvansHiy nNoApasgen@Hnm

Ynpasneewm H.A. AnToROE




Copy #1

Federal Security Department To the chairman of Borovichi Jewish Community

of Russia “Shalom” E.A. Aleekseev

Novgorod oblast administration 174400, Novgorod oblast, city of Borovichi, 25/27 Sovetskaya
Street

04.21.03 #12/2089
VELIKY NOVGOROD
ARCHIVAL CERTIFICATE

According to archival documents Katsenelenbagen (Katsenelenbogen) Mikhail (Michael)
Gamsheevich (as indicated in the record) born October 10, 1873 in the city of Rahachow,
Belorussian Soviet Socialist Republic, ethnic Jew, worked at disabled persons' artel “Gromoboi”
resided in city of Staraya Russa, 10 Pravosydia Street, was arrested by People's Commissariat for
Internal Affairs authority in October 3, 1937.

Was wrongly accused of, supposedly, “...being hostile towards the Soviet system and the All-
Union Communist Party of Bolsheviks, was an active participant of counter-revolutionary group,
propagated counter-revolutionary religionism. In illegal school “Kheder” educated the youth in
counter-revolutionary spirit, educated hatred towards the Soviet system. He was spreading
slanderous counter-revolutionary rumours regarding hard life of Jews and their persecution in
USSR. Engendered discontent and exasperation among population towards USSR, that is on
political grounds without indication of the clause of Criminal Code, as a “counter-revolutionary
element”.

By the decision of NKVD troika in Leningrad oblast in November 15, 1937 M.G.
Katsenelenbogen was sentenced to the supreme measure of punishment - execution by a firing
squad. The sentence was enforced November 19, 1937 in Leningrad. The burial place is Levashovo
Memorial Cemetery situated near the settlement of Levashovo, Vyborgsky District of Saint
Petersburg. The death of M.G. Katsenelenbogen was registered in Civil Status Registration Office
Department in Starorussky District of Novgorod oblast where if necessary the relatives can receive
his death certificate.

By the decision of Novgorod regional court presidium of October 27, 1956 Katsenelenbogen
Michael Gamsheevich was rehabilitated. You can receive the certificate of his rehabilitation in
Novgorod regional court, by indicating the date of rehabilitation.

As of the date of arrest Katsenelenbogen G.M.'s family composed of: a wife —Sarah, 42, a son
— Moses, 6, a son — Shleimenzalman, 18.

According to the search protocol of October 4, 1937 such personal belongings were
confiscated from M.G. Katsenelenbogen: “passport #528412, torn up letters and correspondence,
Jewish religious books, railway tickets, soviet money- three thousand one hundred roubles (3100),
foreign money (5 dollars), 4 silver small shot glasses, camera lens”.

There isn’t any information about confiscated property, personal documents or photos in
archive file.

Grounds: file arch. #1a/2089.
Head of Department

of administration /Signature/ Tu.A. Antonov

/Seal: Federal Security
Department of the Russia Federation
Novgorod oblast administration/
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4.3 popra

Hy the Grace of G-d
20 Cheghvan, 5739
R Brooklyn, N.Y. [
Dr. David Kazhdan
Harvard University
Department of Mathematics
Sclence Center T |
COne Oxford Street ) 3% :z\ﬁ
Cambridge, Mass, 02138 ;

Greeting and Bleasing:

For technical reasona it i8 more convenient to reply - ot letter
in English than in Russian. You may, of course, continue to write to me
in Russian, but let me know if you prefer to receive the reply in Hebrew,
Yiddish, or English,

Now to reply to the questions in your letter of 3 Cheshvan - which reached
me with some delay:

Question 1. In a certain city there are Jews who converted to echristianity,
and some of them now feel an urge towards Judaiem and would like to join
a Torah-study group. What should be the attitude towards them?

Answer. In general, each individual has to be considered as a separate

cage, and the eriterion for admission to the study group should be an nasean-

ment of the expected result: [s the individual likely to return to Judalsm by
..attending the TD!."I.]I. ltu.!b, or will it have the opposite effect? ) ) T

In making such an assessment, two kinds of individuals should be borne in
mind. There may be one who has become a missionary. In this case, he
ghould not be judged iothe scale of merif, Moreover, it is in the nature

of such a convert to seek "justificat[on" for his conveérsion at every opportunity.
Hence he will not stop at deliberately distorting and misrepresenting the truth,

A further factor is this: The Torah classes are attended by Jews, not all of
whom are 100% firmly entrenched im Judaism; some of them are rather weak
and have doubts. Consequently, if these were to meet with the said element
in an atmosphere of Torah learning and discussion, the assoclation may be
very harmful to them ia view of the weakness of their own coavictions.

On the other hand, there ls & second type of convert, namely, those who converted
not because they have been brainwashed, but for some foolish external reasons,
and more particularly those who come under the category of "Tinokos shenishbu,”
In this case, the prospect of helplag them return to Judaism ia, of course,

50

*



more promising,

The above are general guidelines, and each individual case should be con-
gidered on its own merits, as mentioned,

In addition there are other gem ral points to be considered:

In view of the holocaust - which was largely an outgrowth of centurien-loﬂg* i
animosity and.persecution systematicslly perpetrated against Jews, if there

is a Jew who, despite living in such close pratimity in time and place to ...
this atrocity, yet finds it proper in his mind and heart to become a part ol
and be identified with, the creed and its proponents who claimed so many
innocent Jewisgh victims, men, women and childrem, all in the name of —5-<7i~ -
christianity ~- then perhaps it may be possible to bring him back to his

senses in other ways, but hardly by means of Torah lessong.

At the same time, considering those among the study circle members who are
so-called border-line cages, whose Jewish identity is still weak and who have
to be strengthened in their commitment to Torah, it is easy to see how harmful
it would be for them to come into close association with that element, all

the more so since it would be difficult to limit such association to the periods
of Torah study and preclude them from meeting afterwards in other situations.

Question 2, When inviting non-observant Jews, who had been brought up in
non-observant homes, is it right to drink wine with them?

Answers, In view of the fact that non-observant Jews constitute a wide range
from one end to the other, and, for undersfhdable reasgons, it is impossgible
to check everyone's Jewish credentials - why enter into a questionable situ-
ation, when there are many other drinks than wine that could be served in such
company, with no "Shaalah" involved, :
{See ADDENDA (1) ) _—
Question 3, There is a group of young women who would alse like to learn '
--Torah,. - Would it be permigeible to admit thermn-to ments study- ehsnel, or -
should separate classes be formed for the women, In the latter case, weuld ‘
it be proper to have male instructors for them? :

Answer: In view of the extraordinary circumstances and difficulties {n that
country, [ would be inmclined to-take a-tnoré lenient view to-adinit women into
the men's classes, However, in order to emphasize the exception due to the
extenuating circumstances, and also in order to be mindful of the Din, two
provisions should be made: One, to teach in a co-ed class such subjects as
are incumbent also on women, such as%the bagics of our faith, love and fear of
G-d, prayer, and the like - subjects that are dealt with in Chasidul. Second,
that separate seating should be arranged for the men and women. This would
preclude also other personal associations, such as mixed dancing, etc, And
although we are speaking of persona who, by reason of background, are not

otherwise averse to mized dancing and aociallzing, it is obvious that this
should not be permitted in these groupsi, and no "hetter" should be given for
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such practices, explicit or implied.

I must emphasize again that the "hetter’ mentioned above in regard to co-ed
study is based on the special extenuating circumstances prevailing in that 1
particular country, there being no other way to save them from assimilation
and inter-marriage. It should in no way serve as a precedent for other countries |
where those circumatances do not prevail, nor continued even in that same country‘
when the situation improves sufficiently not to have recourse to o that "het(t_g:.

T

_Turning to the-restof your Tetter, I will remember in prayer those you mention,
when visiting the holy resting place of my father-in-lsw of saintly memory, )
whose concern for his fellow-Jews, particularly in that country, knew no o
bounds, to the point of self-sacrifice, And, as our Sages of the Ta 27 7
the Shepherds of our Jewigh people do not forsake their flock even after thei.r

FHistalkus,” and continue to intercede On High in their behalf.

By the way - indeed, more than that - you surely know that my father-in-law, \
when he was in that country, had organized a group of young Jews of higher
learning, by the name of "Tiferes Bachurim," under the successful leadership

of an academician named Kazhdan( working under the guidance of Rabbi Yaakov
Landau, now in Eretz Yisroei) 1 would be interested to know if that Kazhdan

is related to you.

With prayerful wishes and with blesaing;vq'f,‘/f';ﬁm: e T

ADDENDA

(1) Especially as the Shaalah (in most cases) involves also a question ‘
about the Kashrus of the wine,

Where there is no question about the wine, and the occasion is N ‘ ; J
inviting a guest (or guests) for Shabbos or _Yom Toy, when Kiddush-~ M‘*‘m
is involved, "it'is advisable that “the host alone make Kiddush, and- "
limit the partaking of wine to Kiddush only.

(2) ... laws obligatory also for women (kashrus, laws of Shabbos and Yom
Tov, etc.), and, of course, also ... _
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