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Explaining the HL shna that " one who reads the Megillah
backwards has not fulfilled his duty", the Baal Shem Tov
:ﬁi'l H Qjc who reads the ‘-’cqlliah wl"hnut acknowledging
the® }LlC{;nLL ef its message Lﬁ—a&i. qeh hddﬁnot/ﬁultlllLd
his duty." '1.*\‘;’ AHD A

Of the five Megillahs, Megillas Esther is L}{ fAT the most
popular. The environment in which it is ahin.lally read, the

_jr-'{u . happy atmosphere of the Festival, the active participation
of the lchj.ldrr’n, fancy dress, the clear-cut victory of good

over evil are all ingredients of i';s”po‘lmlarit)-i' But how

many of us pause to consider the relevance of its story. the

. 5 ;
perennial truth of its message.

a o
Were thel|story, )#f Megillas Esther A- nmq.l a—kheﬂtﬁ’-u-mumu—-
Qe ceragnplaye the plot would be termed :ontu\.rd Contrived
it certainly is; a supreme example of Hashgocho Protis - Divine
Providence. Each character in this true human drama - and truth
is stranger than fiction - is in the right place at the right
time. Queen Vashti displeases her husband King Ahasuerus, and
is dismissed - leaving 1.]';l.'"l.“.tii(.]i'.‘”()p&"ﬁ for the entrance of
Esther. Mordechai, Eisthesls.seal-huebandy is the Head of the
Sanhedrin and an important Court personality. Haman, the
personification of the arch-villain, achieves importance as
a Minister of the Court and is able to use his position
t'n

to gain the King's ear. Using = language of every enemy of

Israel throughout the ages, Haman points to the distinctive
character and identity , the separateness, of the Jewish

People and secures the King's approval to a plan to totally
destroy the Jews. 'T]u:?.sc?ene“is #t for a drama that has all

too often occupied the world stage. Let us summarige “the
”t}',ir& dc:t”qtsi{:l-:ly. At the instigation of Mordechais with the
courageous participation of Esther, by the involvement of
Jewish children, the plan is foiled. The Jews are triumphant
once again and have a new Festival to celebrate. Later, Rapdosy
-Egtherte-eon, cuccecds—Ahasulr s —and early—infrte—retan the

Holy Temple in Jerusalem is rebuilt.
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Humpty Dumpty (Should Have) A Great Fall
(Or at least an Elevation)

When a child first hears of the tragedy of Humpty-Dumpty,
the child may react in several ways:

1) The child will laugh at the funny sounds.

2) The child will cry (Why did he fall? Couldn't a

doctor help him?)

3) The child will be puzzled (Who was Humpty Dumpty?

Was he a person, or an egg? If he was a person, why

wasn't he more careful not to fall? If he was an egg,

why was he on the wall in the first place, and what did

all the King's m horses and men care so much about a

broken egg?) 5
Mﬁa‘,béé

To the thoughtful child./Humpty Dumpty.

and Jill and Cld-Mether Hubbard. are enigmas. The child may

assume that since these charactg;gé:yia their stories are in-

A

troduced right at the onset of the—ehilé's education, they
must be important. What is the significance of the mishaps
of Jack and Jill? Who was 0ld Mother Hubbard? Who were her
chill ren? Why did she have only a dog? Why was her cupboard
empty? Why didn't she have even a bone? What were her
children going to eat if she didn't have even a bone for her
dog?

As the years pass, Humpty Dumpty does fall into the
background. Yet it may leave a bothersome impression on the
mind, which might only be relieved by chancing upon a scholarly
volume, entitled something like "The Psychological Significance

of Nursery Rhymes (Annotated)". Here Humpty Dumpty receives
his full due. Humpty Dumpty, it seems, evolved from a political
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in English Literature was introduced to such a person 6Ef£?_
”Eﬁiéheh. His mind was clear, his heart unconfused. He had
learned all his life in Yeshiva. They married, modestly, for
neither had "means", and the young man possessed little other
than his Torah learning. In spite of this he went into business
and "made it in the world"--without the benefit of college, or
even Humpty Dumpty.

As for the second point: With the emphasis the Rebbe
Shilt"a has always placed on chinuch, the importance of even
the proper mobile over an infant's exadmk cradle, it goes without
saying that everything = children hear and see leaves an impress-
ion on them. Do you know what "background music" is playing
when your child attends day care, playgroup, kindergarten, etc.?
Take nothing for granted. Assure yourself that your children
receive the best possible chinuch!

There is no such thing as a "meaningless" nursery rhyme.

If it is nonsensical, it fills a child's mind up with nonsense.
Many, however, are xxk violent, foolish, or misleading. That
which enters semi-consciously into tne/ifﬁgg (or any mind) will
emerge later in actions. "Background music," like hypnosis,
can direct us without our awareness.

Also, these nursery rhymes are usually sung to beautiful
music (records), or accompanied, in books, by bea: tiful colored
illustrations. This world of nursery rhymes is attractively
and alluringly portrayed. The child may well desire to progress
from nursery rhymes, to fairy tales, to novels, and logically
80. Nursery rhymes are, after all, intended to be the building
blocks of "great English literature," which peaks with Shakes-
peare's Hamlet's deep question, "To be or not to be," and wi£ﬁ ﬁ

Shelley's romantic axiom, "Beauty is truth, truth is beauty, / !

to the thoughtful child, humpty dumpty as well as jack and jill :2yn5 »»n nanon Sw PYNIN 7HY2
humpty dumpty as well as jack and jill and old mother hubbard” ©¥mn RN PN V7T P7D

which peaks with shakspeare's hamlet's deep question, "to be or not :21n5 >N nNanon Jwnna

and old mother hubbard

3791y DY DN DT Y7910 NPT Y2990 21IW A1TNID : 2N NY T

,to be", and with shalley's romantic axiom, "beauty is truth, truth is beauty

(N79) 57735 :1ON TNV DY AN VNI PO
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"What/in a Name" \

,U@ﬂ/ e ek

The Significance of the Title of the Second Book of llloc s shenos

BY z éc w‘fﬂ--
LR K S B B B thc.l!' a ".r

The second Book of the Chumash which contains the most important events

in the Biblical history of our people is called Names, Shemos.

The question, therefore, arises: "Hhat?yin a name?"
&\ important that the Book of mm.%ﬁ/ng tion of the Ten C mnt,ﬁ of
\‘(""h: many other most decisive ewnts in the Bjble bears the tit
T T NNV S o Wi S not change
"-y their Jewish names in Egypt so important, that this was one of the main factors

of their deliverance, as our Sages assure us?

Because if you an-losi):g your name you lose your identify. Your name
is part of you. ,the very essence of your innermost being.
M:st encounter of-Joseph with the Egyptian ruler, the first

thing that Fharoah did was to change Joseph's name,

"And Pharosh called Joseph's name - ach,™ (Beresfjith, L1,L5.)
e
However, not once do we find Jater in the Biblew Joseph and everyone
S T

else, simply ignored it.

And when a new Fharoah issued his cruel order to kill all the newborn
Jewish boys, he first changed the names of the would-be executioners -x/t’he mid=
wives, The name of one, Rashi,says, was Yocheved, h@ato Shifrah; the
name of the oﬂler‘g:ﬂ:;anged from Miriam to Puah, (Shemos 1,15).

He certainly thought that before they would be sble to commit such a
crime;-that only Germans in our time were able to perpetrate ~ their personalities

wojbo

should be transformed. And transformed they will be A changing their names,

Because how could good Jewish women named Yocheved or Miriam perform such an
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Man enormity? So he changed their names,

However, the names which start the second of the Five Books of Moses
-and wirich-gave_the Book-its-title - Shémes-- are more than merely names. 'I‘hey.
are, as we will later see from the comment of the Midrash, signals of freedom,
They are calls to endurance.

Commenting on the first verses of the Book Shemos, the Midrash says
that those names signify the deliverance of the Jews from enslavement, But we
already know the meaning of the names of the twelve sons of Jacob. They were
revealed in the first Book of the Bible, Breshis, éhapter 29,

However, while at their birth the names given to the sons of Jaceb

f by their mothers expressed their personal feeling, here the Midrash decodes
in the same names quite a different significance.

And for good reason, At the time of their birth they were merely a

family -~ now in Egypt they are a people. fnlh

; PV o
Therefore, Reuben is_no mued sq\ because, as his mother Leah

a1
said, "The Lord had looked upon my afflication " (Eren.‘is 29, 31), M/as éu Jg )

Midrash says here, "I have surely seen the affliction of My people" (Shemos 3, T

{ 3 b A v
g _illeon is-mne-mese hamed/so "Because the Lord hath heard that I am
L NELNLOAL I
RO hated, " (29,335 but because "G-d heard their groaning" (Shemos 2,2L), and so on
. ."_./
‘7.~ up to Joseph which means here, as the Midrash enlightens us, "because G-d will

deliver Israel from the evil regime," as the Prophet Isaia envisioned; "The
Lorc will set His hand again™ for the second time to recover the remnants of

His people.™ (11,11,) sy

These names are, therefore, challenges to resistaex « They sound
Ly,
like clarions awaking the slumbering slaves, like trumpets stirring to revolt

against mental submission to tyranny,

S¥ TPNIPHI MNODNA DXIWN DN MYNNDN 1DINA 920N ,WNINA MNWN 907 : 1IN H1 Nand3
NV NP, DNDY
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NIVY ,NOININ DN INOY DY 190NV ,0XWN 7D MNYN NNS” MDNN DX PR VINTN P
19) INVNNN YWY TN AN ,7IMNY ININL XIP) ,UNINT DIWN MYNIND 1290 Ty O N1
NP
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And did.net -the. Jews(in Egypt)- pessess-- (the merit).ef. four .great, ri‘fzvas,(u‘hich nﬂd
b them werthy of redemption)? “hey wers not suspectsd of immorality,|er slandsr, they
didfl not change thé#kr nemes nor their langmage,

Mechilta 108--Parshas Be n%
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