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Preface

Honored guests,

With profound thanks to Hashem for the good that He has bestowed upon us, and
through His great kindness we have reached this momentous occasion of the marriage
of our dear children, Yossi and Shayna 1mw.

We are so grateful to all the guest who have come from far and near to celebrate in our
Simcha. May Hashem grant you the ability to partake in many more joyous occasions in
good health!

We are pleased to present this memento (Teshurah) in their honor, which will include:

The life story of Rabbi Mordechai Ze’ev Gutnick, the great grandfather of the Chosson,
who has, with great sacrifice, served on the front lines of the battle for Judaism in
soviet Russia, being sent by the Rebbe Rashab to speak and strengthen the Yidishkeit in
various cities throughout soviet Russia, and who has had a personal connection with the
Previous Rebbe.

Correspondence letters that the Lubavitcher Rebbe wrote to Mr. Benjamin Saachs, the
grandfather of the Kallah. In one of the letters, the Rebbe writes to him that the great
sacrifice performed “behind the Iron Curtain” should have a practical expression in his
personal life.

We hope and pray that this Simcha between the Bride and Groom (Chosson VeKallah)
will hasten the celebration of the great wedding between Hashem and Yidden, with the
coming of Moshiach, speedily in our days!

231d day of Cheshvan 5778 (November 12, 2017)
Parents of the Chosson Parents of the Kallah

Rabbi Meir and Shaindy Gutnick Rabbi Yakov and Zoey Saacks
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Correspondence letters
that the Lubavitcher Rebbe wrote to
Mr. Benjamin Saachs, the grandfather of the Kallah

RABBI MENACHEM M. SCHNEERSON
Lubavitch
770 Eastern Parkway
Brooklyn 13, N. Y.

INRTTIRYIW 77101 1mn
PRMIRIMS

MR WRDR 770

HYocinth 3-9250 the Grace of G=d A
28th of givan, 5718
Broaklyn, N. Y.

Mr, Benjemln Baachs
116, Cazenova Rd.

Bloke Nawing‘t.on,
London, Nel®, England

Greeting and Blesplng:

I received your letter of the 9th of SBlvan, and alsoc personal
reserds through Dr. Nissen Mindel.

I was gratlfied to learn that you hed an inspiring Shevuoth, and
I trust that your experiences were fully shared by your wife.

You write that you were greatly impressed by the report you heard
from Dr. Nlssan Mindsel of hils mesting wilth our followers behind
the Iren Curtain, end of the great sacrifices which they are
meking to pressrve our sacred tradltlons under the most difficult
eircumstences., I trust that these impressions will find expres-
gion in & practical way in your own life, as well as in your in-
fluence on others. For, in places where Jews are fortunate esnough
to live in freedom, with every opportunity to proctise their
religion to the fulleat extent, without having to maks any real
pacrifices, hovw grateful they should feel, and, at the same time,
how much greater ars thelr responsibilities in this directlon.
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770 Eastern Perkway

RARBI MENACHEM M. SCHNEERSON INRTIRMY 27100 Bmn

Lubavitch WENINIP?

Brooklyn 13, N. Y. SPMRE  1WBRR 770
23 by

HYacinth 3-9250
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Plessling:

I reselved your letter of Trev Tosh Hashansh, in vhiekh you write
about the suggestlon of your settling in the FHoly Lend, =nd you
aglt iy opinion. :

franxly, that I om not in fevor of 1%, for meny
o; whick I will mentlon only two -~ one meterial
piritual.

The spirituel vtesson ls that, incemuch as Tretz ¥Yisroel ig the
Holy Lend, vhich even non-Jews cckznowledge ae such, 1t is neces-
sary to hove epeelel preparations before taria" ur nermanent
posldence there. TEven 2 brief visit tc the Royal Palace cf o
Banon Elns requlires aneelel preperations, hiow much wmore eo befors
‘one can tele uh permanent resildencs %hcrc; end our Lo’* T“nd hags
been called the Felece of the Divine Xing of Kinge.

You have only Just veecnily beon marriad end etarted a mew 112
whalen hee yel to be epolidly cestablished on the foundations of the
Toreh and ifitzvoth, in the maximum possible way. Whon thie hae
een dovis, then "P” could r”ecnsider the guestion of estiling in
the Holy Land.

On economle grounds, one resson ie thet marricze imnoaen new obli-
gations end inersased expenscs, ete. It would be too much of e
T“gh eand streln for you to try to sct up a home, snd estatlish

7 urscl‘ ﬂcanomioflTr 1w the Holy Lend at nresent, where condiftons,
uans, slc., sre entirely ﬁlf"crent from those in Bonzland,

Ae N““T1JPC“ above, thene sre only two out of meny receons. AL
any rate, 1%, 04 forhid, t'u Yoshizeh wAll not come within the
next year or two, 1t ls ob#M my considered opinlon that you will
do well to set vr'*u1° home in Tnglend, on the foundationg of
Toral end I7tgvoth.

Vishing you Cheeimo ugmer chaeglmo toivo,

With blessing,
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RABBI MENACHEM M. SCENEERSON R ‘71180 1mn
Lubavitch ERNNINT (
O 770 Eastern Parkway 'f)
Brooklyn 13, N. Y. WIPNE  IWROW 770
2a phem
HYaclnth 3-8250

By the Grace of G-d
17th of Shevat, 5719
Brooklyn, N. Y.

Mr. Benjamin Saachs
56, Filey Ave.
Clapton

Londen, E.5,

Greeting and Blessing:
I received your two recent letters.

In connection with your change of address, I send you my
prayerful wishes that the change of place be a change for
the good and blessing, both materially and spiritually.

With regard tc the good news that your wife is pregnant, may
G-d grant that she should have & normal pregnancy and a normal
delivery at the proper time and in an auspicious hour, I

hope you know of the advice of my father-in-law of saintly
memory, that such cases should not be publicized untll enter-
ing the fifth month of pregnancy, except, of course, to the
closest relatives.

I hope you participated in a Farbrengen in connection with the
Yahrzeit of my father-in-law, on the 1Oth of Shevat. The im-
portant thing, of course, is that, in accordance with the
purpose of ali Farbrengens, the inspiration and 1nfluence

* should be lasting and fruifful of good deeds in all matters
of Torah and Mitzveth, in a growing measure.

Hoplng to hear good news from you always,

With blessin
i FUEN

You ask my advice how you should cope with your Tzedoko obliga-
tions, which you find difficult at this time to meet. I sug-
gest {hat you should carefully note down in writing all such
obnligations, and you should be confident that G-d will, in due
course, help you fulfill them all. It would be good that every
time you make a pledge for Tzedoko, you should give some nominal
amount at least on account.,
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‘ RARB] MENACHEM M. SCHNEERSON RO . '
’ Lubervitch Pt b| omin RABBI MENACHEM M, SCHNEERSON IMRDNRGY 21100 1M
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By the Grace of G-d
SECRETARIAT D113 l2th of Adar, 5721

Breoklyn, N. Y.

Sy the Orace of -4
_e::,l"fi ol V, ':723
Broolmj,m, N, .

;v':. 3enjarin Saachs
2, Glaserton #d.
Stoke Newingten
London, N. 16

Greeting and 3lessing:

£ ¢ 6B Ddar,
I received your lettersof the,17th of Shevat, and the
previous one. I was gratified to read anout the success
of the Malave falkah% and that the difficultigs of the
past have been resolved

Greetis

Ihis is To acknowladge recelpt of your

- wWith only a co‘.).ple of days before Purim, the auspicious
letier of

}}V, in festival of joy, may G-d grant that it bring you and
A Y e - b} ¥ 1 w
which you request a letter for the Geneul, Jyire 8 inghasind aenics of oy and Eaprimass, metend:
in connectlon with y ur desire to come to

Wew York for Sucros I hope you will have good news to report, doth about your
e personal affairs as well as about your public activitles.

it is agsumed that 3 with the Wishing you 2 happy and inspiring Purir,
consent of your wife, and, therefore,

- . With blessing,
BuCnh A le“m‘ igs encleosed herewd
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RABBI MENACHEM M. SCHNEERSON IRTIRMIY 271101 Imn

Lubavitch wRMKING
770 Eastern Parkway RABBI MENACHEM M. SCHNEERSON WIRTTIRYMY 2711010 Tmn
Brooklyn 13, N. Y. P TR T Lubavitch ARG
g : 22 7D Eowimey, Btkway -—
3y the Grace of Ged RS R e TIgEo 770
25th of Tishrei, 5721 HYaeinth 3-0250 o 3 bpra
Brooklyn, N. X,

By the Grace of G-d

In the Days of Selichoth,5720
200th Anniversary of the
Histalkus of the Baal Shem Tov
of blessed memory.

Brooklyn, N. Y.

v of your note which you wrdte at the ?e'[‘"'ih—r-
1 Seascn, befcre your return teo Londen.
nt trip and that you found all the »
ealth and spirits. I am locking
ter to thls effect.

Mr. Benjemin Saachs
London, E.5

Greeting and Blessing:
read at
piration w

determination to ut
u recelved Hern,-o
general, and to br
es of the Lubaviich
ated that he who is 4
ves special elg from On Higk

ful in your work, may G-¢
! gladness of heart, and "h‘.t 1t

With the approach of Rosh Hashanah, the
begining of the New Year, may it bring

blessings to us all, I send you and all '

your family, materizlly and spir f‘uzllj, yours my prayerful wishes for a good and

it blessingm%ym\i . happy year, materially and spiritually.
1

With the traditional blessing of

n31b AnvnRy n:.f‘:

Ll aeild Cordially| X/YV ahon
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The life of
the Gaon and Chassid
Rabbi Mordechai Ze’ev Hakohen
Gutnick, of blessed memory

A Brilliant Mind

Rabbi Mordechai Zev
HaKohen Gutnick, of blessed
memory, an  outstanding
gaon and chassid, was born
in the city of Priaslav in the
year 5657 (1897). His family

had been loyal chassidim
for generations. His father,
HaRav Shneur Chaim

HaKohen — known to his close
acquaintances as “Reb Chaim
HaKatan” — served as the Rav
of a large Russian city, and
according to a family tradition,
his grandfather — HaRav Avraham HaKohen
— was a chassid of the third Chabad Rebbe,
the Tzemach Tzedek, and he would travel to
the town of Lubavitch to visit the Rebbe. (In
those days, the family name was not Gutnick,
but Hutnick. With time, the “h” morphed into
a “g,” a fate that befell countless surnames in
the local Russian dialects.)

As a student, Reb Mordechai Zev enrolled in
the legendary Tomchei Temimim Yeshivah
in Lubavitch. He merited a unique closeness
with the Yeshivah’s founder, the fifth Chabad
Rebbe, Rabbi Shalom DovBer (referred to as
the “Rebbe Rashab”).

According to the testimony
of the Yeshivah’s director,
who was none other than the
future sixth Chabad Rebbe,
Rabbi Yosef Yitzchok (the
“Rebbe  Rayatz”), Reb
Mordechai Zev received a
“good education” in Torah
and prayer, “the service of
the heart,” during his stay
at the Tomchei Temimim in
Lubavitch.

Indeed, Reb Mordechai
Zev applied himself to
his studies and prayers
assiduously, together with his study partner,
the gaon and chassid, Rabbi Zalman Shimon
Devorkin of blessed memory, who much later
assumed the role of Rav of Crown Heights.

Rabbi Mordechai Zev HaKohen Gutnick

Before long, Reb Mordechai Zev earned a
reputation as a prodigy with an unusually
gifted mind. The Rebbe Rayatz later made
written reference to his intellectual powers,
while discussing Reb Mordechai Zev’s son,
HaRav Shneur Chaim. The Rebbe noted that
the latter’s intellectual abilities were “drawn
from the powerful mental powers of my dear
friend, his father, the Rav, nishmaso eden.”
In the year 5699 (1939), when Reb Shneur

O
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Chaim visited the Rebbe Rayatz in the Polish
city of Otwock, the Rebbe told him, “You
know, when your father was just eighteen
years old, he was already expert in Shas and
Poskim!”

Reb Mordechai Zev’s fame as a Torah genius
spread well beyond the Yeshivah walls. This
fact is borne out in testimony offered after his
passing by the then Chair of Agudas Yisrael,
HaRav Moshe Blau of blessed memory, who
wrote, “He was known as a master of Torah
and wisdom from his youth.”

After mastering the Talmud with all its
commentaries, the young prodigy desired
to broaden his wisdom by exploring other
branches of knowledge. He chose to study law,
a move that was considered extremely risky

Chaya Batya Broverman Gutnick (Mordechai Ze'ev's wife) family portrait
R-L: Avraham Broverman (father), Mirel Broverman (sister), Sholom Broverman (Brother), Chaya Batya Broverman Gutnick,

Unknown, Rachel Broverman Grossman, (sister), Faiga Broverman (mother), Ester Golda Broverman Gerson (sister),
Chaya Sara Gerson Teleshevsky (niece).

Picture taken in Zoltonosh, Ukraine, birth place of Shneur Chaim A"H and Sholom Dovber Gutnick Sheyichye

in those days, from a spiritual perspective.
Precious few succeeded in entering law school
while piously religious and leaving spiritually
unscathed. But Reb Mordechai Zev was in an
entirely different league. He had opportunity
to converse with numerous Torah leaders
of that era, all of whom were astounded to
find a young man brimming with both Torah
wisdom and professional expertise, a product
of higher secular education who nonetheless
succeeded in preserving his impressive degree
of awe of Heaven.

Among the Torah Giants

Reb Mordechai Zev made a wonderful
impression on the greatest rabbis of his era.
This has been documented in a series of

©
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The Semicha document
from Rabbi Chaim Ozer Grudzinsky

ir’

=

superlative letters of approbation that these
leading scholars provided him — when he was
all but twenty years of age.

Among these documents are letters penned by
legendary Torah figures such as Rabbi Chaim
Ozer Grodzinski of Vilna, Rabbi Avraham
Aharon HaKohen Borstein of Tverig, Rabbi
Menachem Mendel Chein of Nyezin, Rabbi
Eliezer Rabinowitz of Minsk, and Rabbi
Yosef HaLevi Kotkovsky of Priaslav. In their
approbations, these celebrated scholars treated
the young gaon to a shower of extraordinary
praise.

“He is as great as the greatest Torah leaders
of our times!” Rabbi Chaim Ozer Grodzinsky
asserted in a letter dated Tammuz 2, 5678
(June 12, 1918). Rabbi Chaim Ozer continues
with a description of his personal impressions
of Reb Mordechai Zev, formed during the
latter’s brief stay in Kiev:

“This young man, although enrolled as

a student in a university for the study
of law, made an extremely wonderful
impression on me. Even while he is
occupied in the secular wisdoms of Yefes,
he is as great in the tents of Shem as the
greatest Torah leaders of our times. He
spent approximately two weeks with
me, and I found him fluent and expert in
his knowledge of Talmud. His is so well
versed in Halachah that he is able to
decide matters of Jewish law by drawing
from sources in Shas and Poskim,
and from the works of the Rishonim
and  Acharonim, reaching halachic
conclusions that are perfectly accurate.”

Rabbi Eliezer Rabinowitz of Minsk wrote
with similar enthusiasm of the young man
who came to him “from the Lubavitch
Yeshivah,” asking to be tested on his Torah
knowledge:

“As 1 conversed with him, 1 saw
wonderful pearls of wisdom, for he is
expert in Shas and Poskim, and he has
an incredible ability to evaluate the
Talmud’s many topics and the principles
expounded in Poskim as one of the
greatest Torah leaders.”

Rabbi Menachem Mendel Chein, may
G-d avenge his blood, was known to be
an outstanding gaon. It appears that Rabbi
Chein was familiar with Reb Mordechai Zev
from the years he spent studying in the town
of Lubavitch. Rabbi Chein opened his letter
of recommendation by stating, “I have seen
truly great individuals and they are few and
far between. Among them is the exceptional
young man, who is a gaon, chacham, and
proficient author...” Rabbi Chein then
remarks:

“I have known this young man for a long
time. He applied himself to the study

©
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Rabbi Mordechai Zev HaKohen Gutnick

of Torah with remarkable diligence, to
a degree belied by his young age ...
He is expert in Shas and Poskim, in the
Rishonim and Acharonim. There is no
topic within these works with which he
is not familiar. He has approached me on
numerous occasions to discuss matters
of Torah, and I was delighted to see such
a young man who, while well versed
in secular knowledge, is nevertheless
outstanding and exceedingly great in
matters of Jewish law and religious
knowledge ... He will be praised and
glorified as one of the famously great
Torah scholars.”

The Caucasus Mission

As early as the year 5674 (1914), the Rebbe
Rashab recognized the urgent need to dispatch
emissaries to the mountainous Caucasus
region.

Rabbi Avraham Broverman

“If only we had the ability of establishing
Talmud Torahs and Yeshivos in the distant
regions of Russia ... that are entirely empty
[of Torah] ... I am constantly worried about
the inability to accomplish this,” the Rebbe
Rashab wrote in a correspondence to his son,
the Rebbe Rayatz.

Within two years from that letter, the Rebbe
saw the fruition of his desire, dispatching a
number of his students (or “Temimim,” as
they were known), over a series of years. Reb
Mordechai Zev was one of these handpicked,
young emissaries.

Reb  Mordechai Zev’s mission was
documented in a journal entitled, “Chabad-
Lubavitch  (Askanas  Tziburis),” [“The
Communal Activities of Chabad”]. The
journal was published in the year 5711 (1951)
by “an admirer of Chabad.” A significant
part of this publication (at the least) was
personally edited by the Rebbe. Here is the

©
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Baruch Hashem,
Nisan 8, 5683,

To my honorable friend, famous Rav, A man who fears G-d,
etc., HaRav Mordechai Zev shyichyeh HaKohen.

Shalom u’verachah.

In response to your long, long letter filled with dirge and
lament: that is indeed the truth. We must lament the awful
situation in general, and especially the predicament in which
the Chassidic community find itself — those who recall former
years and the holiness that prevailed in the halls of G-d, in the
houses of prayer, and the like.

However, it is not with these [feelings] that we will be able to
save [Judaism]. We must fortify ourselves with every means
of strengthening in order that each person will speak with his
fellow, to fortify the practice of holding regular public Torah
classes for the homeowners and businessmen; to correspond
with friends and acquaintances in locations near and far, and
to encourage them and to inspire them regarding Torah and
divine service; and from time to time, to find individuals who
will volunteer to travel and visit other locations in order to
speak with the people there about the above. With this we will
be saved and we will behold goodness for the Jewish people,
materially and spiritually.

I received a letter today from the Committee of Kremenchug
who sent me a letter from HaRav Aharon Mordechai Kramer of
the city of Shpola. He laments the overall [spiritual] situation
in his city, and especially the state of the mikveh. He writes that
the inspiration that they received made a positive impression,
thank G-d. He inquires whether it would be possible to send a
maggid meisharim to them — someone to arouse the people of
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his city with words of mussar in regards to matters of purity and so forth.

O

I am thereby inquiring as to whether you are located anywhere near the city of Shpola. If so, I am asking you to
make a special trip there — and to some of the nearby towns as well — to speak [le-haggid] from the pulpit, to
arouse Jewish hearts regarding matters of purity, Shabbos observance, the establishment of public Torah study
classes, and the formation of groups to recite Tehillim early each morning. And generally speaking, in every
city you visit, you should speak in public with words that inspire love and attachment to G-d. Behold! The
Jewish heart is open who anyone who can give a good drashah. Hurry to inform me by express correspondence
whether you are able to travel, and to which locations.

G-d willing, I will repay you for all of your expenses that will, G-d willing, arise from this mission. I also request
that for each location you visit, you should later send a brief account, meaning a presentation [hartza ah] that
describes the state of that community, what you accomplished there, and which individuals it is possible to
contact via written correspondence. It is urgent to know which places you will visit; hurry to inform me.

May you have blessing and peace as is the wish of him who loves you deeply, and who seeks your peace, and
blesses you,

Yosef Yitzchok Sh.S. [Schneersohn]

[At this point, there appears, in Russian, the address of the Rav of Shpoler, and more specifically, the address of
the individual who operated the mikveh, Reb Zalman Spivak.]
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Baruch Hashem,
Rosh Chodesh Kislev, 5684,

To my honorable friend, respected and prestigious Rayv,
venerable and pious, who fears G-d, HaRav Mordechai Zev
shyichyeh HaKohen.

I received your letter, and the effort is very good. But you were
personally in such a situation whereby you resolved that the
greatest possible expenditure could not exceed ten 7zervantzes
per month. What can I do about this? G-d willing, in the coming
week, [ will try to repay your expenses. The service of a Kohen
must be similar to the service of a Levi — with song, to raise the
voice in speech and writing — words that inspire, while incurring
the very least expenses.

I waited for days, hoping to perhaps receive some news from
Thilisi, for I have someone familiar there [to provide reports].
I asked our friend, HaRav Shmuel Levitin, the Chief Rabbi of
Gruziya, that when he travels from here, he should spend some
time in Thilisi and to notify me [about the state of affairs] there.
I received a letter from him yesterday. He wrote that there no
clear announcement was forthcoming from Tbilisi. My hope
was that you would accept the position of rabbinic leadership
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there. Perhaps you should travel there yourself. As for expenses, I will assist as much as I am able, within my

power, with G-d’s help.
One who seeks his peace and blesses him,
Yosef Yitzchok Sh.S. [Schneersohn]

“The Rebbe, Rabbi Shalom DovBer,
was informed that the Jews living in
the mountains — they are known to us
as Berg Yidden [“Mountain Jews”], for
they inhabit the region surrounding the
Caucasus mountains — as well as the
Jews living in cities across that entire
region, which is now known as Gruziya
[Georgia], Uzbekistan, and so on, are
entirely lacking Torah teachers and
mentors. Their youth are being raised
without Torah, and they have already
grown alienated to the Jewish faith, may
G-d spare us! They transgress the mitzvos
for sheer lack of awareness.

the

“At
“... The Rebbe resolved ... that is was
time to act for the sake of G-d, to return

these strayed Jews to their eternal source
and roots ... With G-d’s help, and with
the power of the Rebbe’s holy blessing ...
they succeeded in establishing multiple
Talmud Torahs and Yeshivos that
attracted many students ... For example
... in the city of Tiflis [Tbilisi], a Talmud
Torah was established by HaRav M.
Gutnick.”

Thilisi is the capital of Georgia. Like all

cities in the region, it was home to a

large Sefardic community. When the Rebbe
Rashab’s emissaries first arrived, they were
apparently treated with some suspicion —

first, it was difficult for the Sefardim to

be taught Torah by Ashkenazim.” However,
once it became abundantly clear that these
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Ashkenazim had come only “to disseminate
Torah to the public, to rescue their children,
and to draw them close to Torah and fear of
Heaven, they were drawn after them.”

Reb Mordecahi Zev was adored by the local
community. After some years, and following
his marriage, the community sent him an
official document, appointing him as the Rav
of their community.

The War for Judaism

In 5680 or 5681 (1920/1921), Reb Mordechai
Zev married Rebbetzin Chayah Batyah, the
daughter of Rabbi Avraham Braverman —
an extremely wealthy individual who had
fathered seventeen children. The young
couple settled in the city of Tarshetze.

At that time, the Soviet revolution was
sweeping Russia, and the authorities launched
their infamous war against every last vestige
of religious expression. From that point on, all
educational and religious activities demanded
not only tremendous willpower but even self-
sacrifice in the most literal sense. Despite the
mortal danger, Reb Mordechai Zev refused
to slacken his communal undertakings. Now
more than ever, he employed his agile mind
and made exceptional use of his wonderful
oratory skills to protect and expand the
observance of Judaism throughout the region.

He was then chosen by the Rebbe Rayatz to
serve as a maggid meisharim [a role similar to
the traveling maggidim or “preachers” of old].
He was instructed to journey from one Jewish
community to the next in order to inspire and
encourage their members to fortify themselves
in the study of Torah and the service of G-d
despite the hardships. One of these trips is
mentioned in a letter sent to Reb Mordechai
Zev by the Rebbe Rayatz, dated Nisan 8, 5683
(March 25, 1923):

“I received a letter today ... from the
city of Shpola. The writer laments the
overall [spiritual] situation in his city,
and especially the state of the mikveh.
He writes that the inspiration that they
received made a positive impression,
thank G-d. He inquires whether it would
be possible to send a maggid meisharim
to them — someone to arouse the people
of his city with words of mussar in
regards to matters of purity and so forth.

“I am thereby inquiring as to whether
you are located anywhere near the city
of Shpola. If so, I am asking you to make
a special trip there — and to some of the
nearby towns as well — to speak from the
pulpit, to arouse Jewish hearts regarding
matters of purity, Shabbos observance,
the establishment of public Torah study
classes, and the formation of groups
to recite Tehillim early each morning

Hurry to inform me by express
correspondence whether you are able to
travel, and to which locations.”

Secrecy was a vital ingredient for the success
of Reb Mordechai’s many activities during
those difficult years. As a result, there is scant
information on their precise nature. At the
same, there could hardly be better testimony
than that of the Rebbe Rayatz himself, who
subsequently stated in a letter to the Chief
Rabbi of Britain, Rabbi Dr. Hertz, that he
would be able to hear “all the fine details”
of such activities from “my dear friend,
the famous Rav and gaon, moreinu HaRav
Mordechai sheyichyeh Gutnick” — for “he was
personally present and took part in that work.”

In a personal letter to Reb Mordechai Zev,
the Rebbe Rayatz wrote, “Who knows as
well as you of the tremendous work that we
performed with G-d’s kindness, practically
from the first day of your arrival in Rostov
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in the year 5682 [1922] (and perhaps 5681
[1921]).”

Despite his young age — he was only in his
twenties at the time — his reputation spread far
and wide. In a letter to the gaon, Rabbi Yosef
Chaim Sonnenfeld, Reb Mordechai Zev refers
directly to his own sphere of influence. “The
author of these lines,” he informs the gaon,
“is one of the most well-known rabbis in our
country.” He adds that “thanks to my gifted
speaking abilities, and thanks to my attending
law university, I have become extremely
popular.” He further attests, “I have expended
much effort to strengthen the religion in the
central city, together with the Admor Shlita of
Lubavitch.”

Rabbi of Thilisi

In the winter of 5684 (1924), the position of
rabbinic leadership in the city Tbilisi became
vacant. This was considered a prestigious
position because Tbilisi was “one of the
largest cities in our country.” The Rebbe
Rayatz expressed his desire to see Reb
Mordechai Zev accept that office, which
was not strictly limited to the city of Tbilisi.
Indeed, whichever rabbi held that position
was also considered the de facto chief rabbi of
the entire region — “Rabbi over all the rabbis
in Gruziya [Georgia].”

“I hoped that you would accept the rabbinical
position there,” the Rebbe Rayatz wrote to
him as early as Rosh Chodesh Kislev of that
year. Nevertheless, the Rebbe first wished to
receive explicit updates regarding the state of
the Tbilisi community. To this end, the Rebbe
sent the chassid, Rabbi Shmuel Levitin.

The Tbilisi community indeed selected Reb
Mordechai Zev as their preferred choice for
the office of Chief Rabbi. They approached
him with the request that he accept the

position, and after some deliberation, he
decided to acquiesce to their request. At
the same time, he continued living with his
family in their location in another city. From
his correspondence, it is clear that he did
not move to Tbhilisi because he considered
relocation futile — he was already toying with
a bold plan to escape across the borders of the
USSR.

A Bitter Lament

The pitiful degradation of religious life in
Soviet Russia crushed his spirits. Being
intimately aware and active in all areas
of religious communal affairs, he bitterly
lamented the fearful destruction of religion.

In the year 5683 (1923), he gave vent to his
feelings in a report to the Rebbe Rayatz. The
Rebbe’s reply is dated Nisan 8 of that year.
The Rebbe writes:

“In response to your long, long letter filled
with dirge and lament: that is indeed the
truth. We must lament the awful situation
in general, and especially the predicament
in which the Chassidic community find
itself — those who recall former years and
the holiness that prevailed in the halls of
G-d, in the houses of prayer, and the like.

“However, it is not with these [feelings]
that we will be able to save [Judaism].
We must fortify ourselves with every
means of strengthening in order to speak
with people ... to encourage them and to
inspire them regarding Torah and divine
service ... for with this we will be saved
and we will behold goodness for the
Jewish people, materially and spiritually.”

Receiving this reply, Reb Mordechai Zev
persisted in his communal activities. It was
approximately a year after this exchange that
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he was appointed Chief Rabbi of Thilisi, as
described above. Nevertheless, the severity of
the conditions under which he was forced to
operate bothered him to no end.

Helplessly, he observed the fate of rabbis and
religious leaders throughout Russia. Their
conditions deteriorated from day to day, as
they gradually fell into the abyss. In a series of
letters from that dark period — the beginning
of 5684 (1924) — he used his literary skills to
describe his troubled thoughts:

“How terribly enormous is the destruction
and rotting of our inner [spiritual] lives.
How numerous are our haters, our
destroyers from among our brethren, who
have decreed the obliteration of the Torah
and her teachers. If I were to describe
to you just a little of the thoughts of my
heart and the torment of my soul, I fear
that the blackness will overcome the
white. [I refrain,] lest the heart be shaken
and burst at the sight of the dark stains
that pierce and envelope with darkness,
that cover and swallow up the living soul
that feels and is pained for the destruction
of'its people and its Torah.

If you wish, I will tell you [this], and in
a whisper I will reveal this secret to you:
the title “Rabbi” is now painful, and it
weighs heavily on the soul. For whom am
I a rabbi? What am I worth to anybody?
The entire world is sunken up to its neck
in worry over obtaining a livelihood —
not in the normal sense of plenty, but in
the sense of obtaining an overly precise
minimal measure of a kezayis.

... The flame has been extinguished and
its heat has dissipated. A man stands with
a heart filled with longing, but with a
lost look in his eye. There is no certainty
to the future and no solid foundation

beneath the feet. Is it literally difficult to
hold the pen in the hand.

These are days of darkness and sweeping
gloom, days without desire or the life
of the spirit. Darkness envelopes man,
sullying his soul and killing his feeling
of self ... Our lofty idealists trample
with feet of arrogance. As for the Jewish
nation, woe to me if I say it: it is swept
away and ailing. Its pleasant scent has
dissipated and its unique ability has been
dulled. The horizons are no longer broad,
and the ground is no longer firm.

When we now enter a Jewish
environment, the first feeling that grips
us is a sense of loneliness. We are alone,
plucked. The past does not provide our
sustenance, and the future does not draw
our hearts. The sense of loneliness is
strong and far too powerful. It is what
accompanies us on our path through life
— that is, if it is possible to refer to the
present state of crawling and slithering as
life....”

“What am I to do?”

Reb Mordechai Zev worried tremendously
about the education of his young children,
and for good reason. His eldest son recalls his
father’s anxious face when, one day, while he
was yet a young boy, he returned home and
repeated a highly popular Russian slogan —
Dalloy Rabbinu! — “Down with the rabbis!”

His soul was deeply tormented. How was
he supposed to provide his children with a
wholesome and holy Jewish education when
the streets were awash with poison and
heresy?

His letters expressed a sense of hopelessness
in addressing this painful problem:
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Rabbi Mordechai Zeev’s children in their youth -
Rabbi Shneur Chaim A”h (left) and Rabbi Sholom Dovber Sheyichye.

Portrait taken in Chevron

“What am I to do with this flock — the prospects. I envy the role of a bathhouse
young children? There is no possibility attendant in a county where observing the
whatsoever to educate them on the Torah and religion is permitted. Woe to a
riverheads of religion. We are forced Rav whose work is being spoiled while
to deliver them with our own hands to his eyes see it and pine, but his hands are
apostasy, G-d save us! As a result, my powerless to save either a large or minute
soul is terribly crushed.” quantity.”

To his anguish, he saw no hope in Russia for It is apparent that he had an additional
those who believe in G-d and his Torah: incentive to escape Russia at the first
opportunity. Naturally, this was not a reason
that he was at liberty to express in the letters
that he sent abroad. His wife (who merited
an exceptionally long life) subsequently D)
recounted to her grandson, Rabbi Meir
Gutnick, that Reb Mordechai Zev had
received authentic intelligence from a Jewish <

“I see the Jewish ship sinking in the
sea, with waves pursuing it. There is
@ no captain and no shore. Those who
assimilate may hold some hope, but the
fate of those who believe in G-d and His
Torah is one that carries no gladdening
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acquaintance who worked as an agent for
the NKVD: The Soviet authorities viewed
him and his activities with extreme severity.
They were planning to arrest him — the kind
of arrest from which no one ever returned. His
officially documented crimes were serving as
a Torah teacher for young children and fixing
a mikveh without permission. In fact, he had
already been arrested once before. It was only
due to his wife who held onto him with all her
might, refusing to let go and weeping buckets
of tears, that the authorities let him go that
time.

Reb Mordechai Zev knew that he could not
rely on such a miracle reoccurring. He was
gripped with heavy pangs of anxiety over his
fate and the fate of his family in the land of
his birth that has fallen to the evil regime.
Eventually, he reached the fateful decision to
escape from Russia and to immigrate to the
Holy Land.

The Immigration Struggle

Reb Mordechai Zev reached out to the Rav of
Yerushalayim, the gaon, Rabbi Yosef Chaim
Sonnenfeld, for help in securing the necessary
visas.

“I hereby accept upon myself any kind of
service towards the cause of strengthening
Judaism in whichever place [I am able to
settle],” he advised, “provided that I am able
to raise my household in the way of Torah.”

At first, he was informed that it would be
impossible to assist him. He was completely
heartbroken at this rejection, and he replied
bluntly to HaRav Sonnenfeld — “The response
that your Torah-honor wrote to me, needless
to say, left a bitter and depressing effect on
me.” He elaborated, “My heart was literally
torn to shreds as I read your message, as I

realized that there was no hope to escape from
my situation of distress.”

Rabbi Sonnenfeld did in fact try to help him.
In the end, he succeeded in enabling Reb
Mordechai Zev’s immigration to the Holy
Land. As a result, the Gutnick family settled
in Chevron, the city of our forefathers.

HaRav Gutnick did not see himself as
deserting the battlefield, and he applied
himself with greater vigor to disseminating
Judaism in Eretz Yisrael, but the Rebbe Rayatz
was pained at the loss of an exceptional soldier
where he needed him most. A few years later,
the Rebbe Rayatz clearly expressed his pain
in a letter to him, where the Rebbe wrote,
“The lack of your presence over here is
recognizable in clear measure.”

A Faithful Heart

Upon reaching the Holy Land, Reb Mordechai
Zev was recruited to assist the offices of the
Tel Aviv Rabbinate, under the Beis Din of
HaRav Simchah HaKohen Aharonson.

He held this position for approximately two
years, but as one of his acquaintances testified,
“This service did not satisfy his great soul.”
HaRav Gutnick resolved to return to the
Diaspora and to find a place where he could
make a difference and operate as he desired.

The Rebbe Rayatz was delighted to receive
this news.

“Your letter that I received today calmed my
spirit,” the Rebbe wrote back to him in a letter
dated Shevat 22, 5687 (Jan 25, 1927), “when
I saw that your heart is faithful and that you
desire and yearn to stand in the place that is
appropriate for you, with G-d’s help.” The
Rebbe continued, “Your absolute resolution
[to make this move] is very, very good and
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fitting.”

The Rebbe Rayatz then addressed the benefit
that Reb Mordechai Zev’s needless “journeys
and wanderings” had brought him: “They
have allowed him to recognize an important
truth about the life of divine service: a single
activity towards sustaining the world through
the light of Torah is better than ten thousand
thoughts that take the form of aspirations that
are not brought to bear in reality” — however
noble those aspirations and ideas may be.

Having resolved to return to the Diaspora
to spread Judaism, Reb Mordechai Zev was
presented with two options. He could either
move to New York or to London.

Originally, only America was open to him.
The Rebbe Rayatz had founded Agudas
HaTemimim in America in the year 5686
(1926), and he now informed the heads of this
organization that they would greatly benefit
from the services of two additional chassidim,

whom the Rebbe named: “HaRav Shmuel
HalLevi Levitin, who is in Nevil, and HaRav
Mordechai Zev HaKohen Gutnick, who is in
Tel Aviv.”

The rationale behind these appointments was
that “there is hope that these individuals will
be devoted and dedicated to whatever is given
into their hands to perform and accomplish.”
For some reason, a year passed and nothing
was done about the matter.

During that time, the second option arose:
A rabbinical position had become available
in the Chabad community in London.
Rabbi Moshe Avigdor Chaikin had recently
immigrated to the Holy Land, and the
community was seeking a replacement.

Reb Mordechai Zev’s son, Rabbi Shneur
Chaim, later reported that “there were a
number of elders of the Gruziyan Jewish
community living in Eretz Yisrael at the time.
They knew my father from the time he spent
there as an emissary of the Rebbe Rayatz.
They suggested that the London position
was well suited for my father, and the Rebbe
Rayatz asked them to ensure that he would
indeed be accepted as the Rav of the Chabad
community in London.”

HaRav Gutnick put the two suggestions
before the Rebbe at the beginning of Shevat
in the year 5687 (1927). A few weeks later, he
received the following reply:

“I favor the London position for a number
of reasons ... However, if ... you will be
delayed in acting upon this option, or
if the journey to New York ... is closer
... I hereby agree to your travelling to
America as well. Although I think that
there is a more pressing need for your
presence in London, nevertheless, time
and practical actions are more precious
than everything else.”
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A Struggle for London

It is astounding to consider the lengths to
which the Rebbe Rayatz went for the sake of
facilitating Reb Mordechai Zev’s appointment
into a prestigious rabbinical position in
London.

By then, the English capital boasted a number
of synagogues that had been founded by
Chabad chassidim over the years. Among
them were the Agudath Achim u-Gemilluth
Chassadim  Nusach  ho-Ari  synagogue
(commonly referred to by its location: “The
Old Castle Street Shul”), and the Chaikin
Minyan Nusach Ho-Ari.

Despite the well-established presence of
Chabad chassidim, the subject of rabbinical
leadership immediately attracted opposition
from community leaders who hoped to
change the character of their Shuls to reflect
the prevailing spirit of religious decline.
Naturally, a genuinely chassidshe Rav would
scuttle their ambitions.

The immediate goal was twofold. Firstly,
to convince the gabbaim and heads of the
various Shuls of the desirability of appointed
a chassidishe Rav. Secondly, to ensure that
out of all the candidates, Reb Mordechai Zev
would be offered the position. This was so
very complicated to accomplish that at the
outset, the Rebbe Rayatz himself noted, “How
to advance this objective from potential to
reality? I have no idea....”

The Rebbe Rayatz turned to three Chabad
rabbis living in Manchester for assistance.
He requested that Rabbis Rivkin, Rein, and
Nemtzov use their influence to have HaRav
Gutnick appointed. The Rebbe personally
wrote to the gabboim of the Chabad Shuls in
London, and also urged the Shadar [emissary],
Rabbi Azriel Zelig Slonim to push for the

cause. True to his mission, Rabbi Slonim
campaigned mightily; after all, this was one
of the defining goals of his entire shlichus to
England.

Rabbi Azriel Zelig’s tremendous efforts
eventually paid off. He succeeded in
convincing the gabboim to accept a genuinely
chassidishe Rav. However, the battle was
far from won. Broader debates were being
waged within the community itself. Various
factions were promoting alternative rabbinical
candidates for the coveted position, and
their alternatives including certain honored
members of the Chassidic community. To
add fuel to the fire, although Reb Mordechai
Zev had a sterling reputation as a Torah giant
and as a spiritual warrior for his communal
activities in Soviet Russia, there was also a
persistent rumor that had circulated while
he was yet in Soviet territory that he held
Religious Zionist leanings.

The Rebbe’s View of Zionism

On Adar I 27, 5687 (Mar 1, 1927), the
Rebbe Rayatz saw fit to pen a lengthy
communication, addressed to “HaTamim
HaTalmid HaRav M.Z. sheyichye HaKohen.”
The style was deliberately open and direct,
“as one speaks to his friend or to his brother.”
In this letter, the Rebbe Rayatz addressed in
detail the London opportunity as well as the
Zionism allegations:

By now, you have undoubtedly received
my letter regarding the rabbinical position
in London. I wrote similarly to our friend,
the esteemed and eminent Reb Avraham
Sender Nemtzov. After contemplating
the state of affairs, I found it proper for
the sake of our practical work and for the
benefit of the spirit of the Temimim that
the responsibility of serving as Rav in the
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Shul of the London chassidim should be
placed upon your shoulders.

In truth, our most precious talmid, who is
endowed with many exceptional, goodly,
and inner qualities — Reb Yitzchok
Dubov, who presently lives in Riga — is
fit for such a position, considering his
ability to transmit chassidus, to conduct
public Torah classes, to draw the hearts
of Anash and to arouse them, with G-d’s
help, with the appropriate inspiration.

Despite all this, I have found — for
various reasons — that it is most urgently
necessary to give you this responsibility
instead. I do so with the positive hope
that with G-d’s help, you will fulfill your
obligations appropriately. Honor will
eventually come along as well, through
your expanding the tents of Torah that is
taught in public among Anash.

I wrote at length to our friend, Reb
Avraham Sender. I also sent him a letter
via HaRav HaGaon M.S. And when for
some reason the address of Reb Avraham
was lost, I sent him a letter via HaRav Y.
of Riga. For I know the heart and soul
of the Temimim: they are devoted to me
with all their being. And I know clearly
that it is all for the sake of the bright and
absolute truth that our holy fathers — the
Rebbeim — planted within us.

In your last letter, I saw that the true
and essential goal, namely, our duty le-
avdah u’le-sham’rah, “To serve and to
preserve,” which is the essential goal of
life and the objective of each and every
person, has been aroused within you.

You set three suggestions before me. The
option you considered most seriously was
to operate as part of a group [of chassidim

in America]. I also wanted that to happen,
and with G-d’s help it would have
brought tremendous benefit. I therefore
suggested before you were set to travel
that this is the option you should pursue.
However, for various reasons, and to a
greater extent after you had already set
your plan to relocate here, much time has
elapsed and the arrangement has failed to
materialize.

I am extremely pleased that you are
now inspired, with G-d’s help, to the
abovementioned goal of being of service
[to the Jewish people]. Now, therefore,
that there is an urgent need for such
work in the prominent city of London,
and there is also a broad arena in which
to operate there, I hereby choose you to
fulfill this position, and G-d will agree
with me that your activities will be
fruitful, with abundant success, materially
and spiritually.

You have surely studied or saw or
know the ma ’amor entitled, “Im Ru’ach
HaMosheil 5684.” 1t 1is extremely
pertinent to practical service. If you do
not have it, search for a way to obtain it. It
is explained there that he who desires that
all of his affairs should be orderly and
well-founded, should discuss everything
openly, without retaining matters in his
heart. [I will therefore speak my heart to

you:]

When you journeyed from your former
location in Tarashtze, certain laymen
reported in your name that you had
quoted me as saying that at this point
in time, the Zionist ideology is kosher,
because matters nowadays are not as they
were twenty years ago, and the conditions
of present-day life have made even these
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matters permissible.

Understandably, I made known my view
[in response]: that “I could not believe
under any circumstances that HaRav
Gutnick sheyichyeh would say such
a thing, because he knows my clear
opinion that I am absolutely and totally
against Zionism, without any changes
to my view whatsoever.” (This entire
exchange was not written in letters, but
rather, this is what was spoken to me
and such was my verbal response.) I will
be brief this time, despite the need for a
lengthy treatment of this subject. In my
eyes, this ideology in its entirety is a dark
stain. Understandably, this [rumor] can
be corrected, and it is now even easier for
you to stand by the truth [having received
my clarification in writing].

... I am writing to you so that you will
hurry to arrange your travel, with the
greatest possible speed. Do not wait to
be flooded with requests and appeals. I
am also writing today to Rabbi Shneur
Zalman Havlin regarding this matter.
I repeat: Do not look at anything else.
Just work to obtain entry documents and
let no expense stand in your way. I am
also writing ... yet again to Manchester
regarding this matter. I received letters
from our esteemed talmid, the very
honorable Reb Zelig Slonim — but it
seems that they have not yet received the
letter I sent them concerning you. I will
respond to him today, and I will hurry to
do so.

All of the letters that I write to the
Temimim in matters such as these, I
write in the [candid] manner in which
a person speaks to his friends, with the
intention that the messages speak to
them in the style of one who discusses

personal matters with his friend or with
his brother. They contain no imaginary
adjectives at all, but rather descriptions
that are appropriate in the manner that
they are applied.

On that same day, the Rebbe Rayatz wrote to
HaRav Yitzchok Dubov, informing him that
it was specifically HaRav Gutnick who must
travel to London — and not he. This change
of plan, the Rebbe advised, was to Rabbi
Dubov’s own benefit and to the benefit of the
entire project. The Rebbe added that “even
though the matter is not understood at the
present time,” he was asking Rabbi Dubov to
have “the appropriate kabbalos ol [complete
acceptance of the Rebbe’s decision]” for the
sake of facilitating Reb Mordecahi Zev’s
mission.

The Rebbe sent a similarly unmistakable
directive to Reb Azriel Zelig Slonim stating
that Reb Mordechai Zev must be chosen for
the position:

Regarding the rabbinical office in the
Shul of the chassidim, my mind is
set on our exceptional talmid, HaRav
Mordechai Zev HaKohen Gutnick. He is
presently in Tel Aviv, and I have written
to him about this matter ... I trust that
with G-d’s kindness I will receive much
pleasure from this arrangement in all its
details. I therefore approach you with this
letter, asking you to invest the demanded
effort and with most urgent speed in order
to facilitate HaRav M.Z’s coming.

Highly Satisfied

Reb Azriel Zelig’s sustained campaign bore
fruit. At the beginning of Nisan, he informed
the Rebbe Rayatz that the gabbaim had
decided the matter in favor of Reb Mordechai
Zev.
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“I was delighted to hear about the decision,”
the Rebbe wrote back to him in a letter dated
Nisan 10.

The following day, Nisan 11, the Rebbe
Rayatz wrote to Reb Mordechai Zev directly:

According to a letter that I received
yesterday, sent by our friend HaTamim
HaRav Azriel Zelig Slonim from
London, the gabboim of the beis knesses
have decided the question of rabbinical
leadership in your favor, and that the
goal of obtaining entry visas is almost
accomplished. 1 was very pleased to
receive this news, for all of my intention
[in orchestrating this development]
was for the sake of Heaven, namely, for
the sake of working to strengthen and
broaden the tents of Torah.

... I hope that you will surely act for the
benefit of your brethren in the spirit with
which you were educated in the Tomchei
Temimim institution, for the merit of
our holy Rebbe [Rashab] accompanies
you forever, to straighten the mind and
heart of your students so that they act
and accomplish as required by our holy
Torah, with truth and sincerity (tamim).

The Rebbe Rayatz later clarified that inspiring
the chassidim in their divine service was
the main purpose of Reb Mordechai Zev’s
relocation to London. “You know well
that my main intention in relocating you
to London was for the sake of actual divine
service,” the Rebbe wrote on a later occasion.
“For I hope that within you and through you,
I will be able, with G-d’s help, to cause the
light of Torah and the service of the heart to
illuminate the hearts of Anash.”

Indeed, the Rebbe’s vision was realized. With
his marvelous ability to communicate wisdom,

Reb Mordechai Zev succeeded in inspiring
his fellow chassidim, a fact acknowledged by
the Rebbe himself.

“I was pleased to read ... that the influence
of the teachings of chassidus is — thank G-d
— evidently recognizable [on the members of
Anash],” wrote the Rebbe Rayatz.

At some point, there was even a consideration
of “establishing a Yeshivah in the spirit of the
Tomchei Temimim institution,” in London.
The Rebbe Rayatz informed him that “I agree
with you that the establishment of such a
Yeshivah would positively influence religious
life there.” However, this wonderful plan
never came to fruition.

Reb Mordechai Zev’s influence spilled over
into the wider Jewish community. He achieved
much on behalf of the Jewish community, and
to the greater benefit of Judaism in general,
wielding influence in government circles
as well. He earned himself an impressive
reputation, rapidly making a name throughout
England — although he was in his thirties at
the time.

Following past directives of the Rebbe
Rayatz, Reb Mordechai Zev invested
tremendous effort into encouraging Shabbos
observance in his city. He established a
“Shomrei Shabbos” organization. The Rebbe
Rayatz had advised him to study English
law, noting that it would come of use in his
mission. Indeed, Reb Mordechai Zev used
his familiarity with British law to lobby for
the passing of a government regulation that
allowed Shabbos observant citizens to open
their stores on Sundays.

His son, Rabbi Shalom DovBer shlita,
recounts an incident that demonstrates Reb
Mordechai Zev’s efforts to encourage Shabbos
observance:
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A majority of the stall owners at the London
marketplace were Jewish. Reb Mordechai
Zev spent much time speaking to their hearts,
urging them to close their businesses on
Shabbos. The Jews argued that such a move
would prove financially disastrous, because
most of their business was conducted on
Shabbos. This stalemate continued until late
one Friday, shortly before Shabbos, Rabbi
Gutnick went about the marketplace, hanging
large signs that read, mawn oI' nx OT
IWT?'? — “Remember the Shabbos day to keep
it holy!” The following morning, when the
Jewish vendors arrived at the marketplace,
they encountered these prominent signs. Their
conscience simply would not allow them to
continue the day as usual, and they left the
marketplace without opening their stalls.
Some Jewish vendors chose to ignore the
signs and began sales, but within an hour or
two, they succumbed to the sacred message
and joined their coreligionists in taking the
day take off work. Following that, Shabbos
observance became a fact of life in the London
marketplace.

Reb Mordechai Zev worked equally hard
to encourage the observance of taharas ha-
mishpachah (the law of family purity) in
England. In fact, the Rebbe Rayatz urged him
to do so in many of his letters.

“Upon my request,” the Rebbe wrote from
America on Tamuz 19, 5690 (July 15, 1930),
“Dr. Smetlain authored a journal in the
English language on the topic of taharas ha-
mishpachah. 1 am sending you 500 copies
with the request that you work at distributing
them in England as well.

The treatise explained the importance of
observing taharas ha-mishpachah from
a medical perspective, and in due course
it was included in the June 1930 edition
of the periodical, The Jewish Forum. The

Rebbe Rayatz subsequently mentioned that
it received high praised (although the Rebbe
cautioned that the mitzvah should be observed
because it is G-d’s will, and not because of its
logical benefits).

A few months later, the Rebbe again returned
to the subject of taharas ha-mishpachah:

I believe that over the course of the
Days of Awe and the festivals that
have recently passed, you were able to
work at answering questions regarding
taharas ha-mishpachah. No doubt, Dr.
Smetlain’s English language journal
helped your work considerably ... I asked
Dr, Smetlain to send you around 200
copies of the publication in Yiddish. I
think that you will find it useful in your
country. You should certainly conduct
this campaign systematically. And you
should do so not only in London, but also
in other cities of your country in which
our Jewish brethren are to be found.

The Rebbe Rayatz was apparently aware
of Reb Mordechai Zev’s contacts with men
of science and medicine, and sent him ten
of these journals along with accompanying
letters from the author. “Please send these to
ten medical professionals, such as famous
doctors and professors,” the Rebbe instructed.

An interesting testimony to Reb Mordechai
Zev’s work in London appears in a letter that
the Rebbe Melech HaMoshiach wrote to his
future father-in-law, the Rebbe Rayatz, on
Teves 4, 5688 (Dec 28, 1927). In his letter
(which has yet to be published), the Rebbe
presents a detailed report on the Agudas
Yisroel convention that took place in Berlin.
The Rebbe was present at the convention, and
recounts among other things that he conversed
with “the London artist — Rotenberg,” adding
that the latter “was very satisfied with HaRav
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A letter from Rabbi Yichezkel Feigin, secretary of
the Previous Rebbe, in which he acknowledges to
Rabbi Gutnick that his gift which he has sent for the
Lubavitcher Rebbe’s wedding has been received.

Gutnick, and he praised him with full strength
and vigor.”

Indeed, after Reb Mordechai Zev’s passing,
the head of Agudas Yisroel — Rabbi Moshe
Blau — composed a moving tribute entitled “4
delightful blossom,” in which he expressed
profound esteem for Reb Mordechai Zev and
for his activities in England.

Funding the Rebbe’s Family

Reb Mordechai Zev’s arrival in London
coincided with the Rebbe Rayatz’s departure
from Russia and relocation to Riga. This
development enabled a flow of systematic
correspondence between them, and from
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A letter from Rabbi Shraga Zalmanov to Rabbi
Mordechai Zee’ev Gutinick, just after the wedding of
the Lubavitcher Rebbe in the year 1929. In the letter,

Rabbi Zalmanov, who participated in the Rebbe’s
wedding, writes, that at the wedding Rabbi Gutnick’s
name was mentioned twice to the Previous Rebbe.

time to time, Rabbi Gutnick travelled to visit
the Rebbe in person and to receive directives
regarding his communal activities.

In fact, no sooner had the Rebbe arrived in
Riga, than Reb Mordechai Zev applied for
permission to come and see him. The Rebbe
replied, “Regarding coming to see — it is
certainly urgent.”

Aware of the tremendous financial pressures
from which the Rebbe and his family
suffered at that time, Reb Mordechai Zev
would regularly send ma’amad funds from
his own pocket and from money collected
by his community. The Rebbe Rayatz even
mentioned to him directly that he suffers
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yissurim fun di markess — “l have a stamp
suffering,” meaning that he did not even have
money to buy postage stamps (markeh in
Yiddish) to affix to his letters.

In honor of the marriage of the Rebbe and
Rebbetzin on Kislev 14, 5689 (Nov 27, 1928),
Reb Mordechai Zev sent the Rebbe Rayatz an
impressive sum of money to use as a dowry
for the chassan — and he received special
thanks in return.

He was unable to attend the grand wedding
itself, but as Rabbi Shraga Feivel Zalmanov
(the head of the Yeshivas Tomchei Temimim
Committee in Warsaw) hurried to inform him
in writing, “we mentioned you to the Rebbe
twice during the celebration, so that you
should have peace and goodness constantly,
all your life, spiritually and materially.”

A Force for Jewry

Throughout his years of leadership in
London, Reb Mordechai Zev remained active
and highly involved in the Rebbe Rayatz’s
endeavors for Jewry, and especially in the
Rebbe’s activities on behalf of Russian Jewry.
He accomplished much for the Rebbe Rayatz,
thanks to his dedication and brilliant mind.

The Rebbe Rayatz thanked him in writing
for his extensive efforts to have the false
charges against the Rebbe Rayatz’s holy
work in Russia removed. These efforts were
made possible through Reb Mordechai Zev’s
contacts with the leadership of the Joint:

It would greatly interest me if you would
explain in detail, in writing (using a
separate paper for this topic exclusively),
what Rabbi Teitlebaum told you when
you met with him regarding the letters
received from Minsk and Charkov, and
whether you saw them with your own

eyes or were told about them. Perhaps
you have a copy of their contents, because
they were greatly affected by them.
HaRav HaGaon of Minsk said that they
were complete forgeries — perhaps it once
happened to him that they forged a letter
in his name. He is not accusing Rabbi T.,
G-d forbid, but simply wishes to clarify
the matter. He has already written directly
to Rabbi T. (Naturally, they have no idea
how I know about this matter.) I therefore
would like you to write to me. I thank you
for the past, for you were instrumental in
causing a great rectification, straightening
out a perversion that could have caused
extreme damage.

A unique chapter in Reb Mordechai
Zev’s communal work in London was his
relationship with the Chief Rabbi of Britain,
Dr. Yosef Tzvi Hertz.

The Rebbe Rayatz eventually revealed to
him that “my original idea regarding you, my
friend, meaning the goal for which you would
relocate” to London, was that with time, “the
heart of the chief rabbi, Dr. Hertz, would be
inclined to support the strengthening of Torah
in our country [Russia], and also outside of it —
in America, in Africa, in France, and so forth.
He is able to, with G-d’s help, accomplish a
lot for the benefit of the Jews in our country.”

The desire to enlist the chief rabbi’s assistance
is to be understood in light of Britain’s role in
world affairs at that time. Britain was a global
empire, and because of that, the position of
chief rabbi of Britain carried vast influence.
This goal was duly achieved: through Reb
Mordechai Zev’s relationship with Dr.
Hertz, the Rebbe Rayatz was able to achieve
wonders for Judaism in general and especially
for the Jews of Russia.

One such wonder was the Rebbe Rayatz’s
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campaign to have matzos sent to Soviet
Jewry for Pesach. Such a feat demanded
enormous dedication and effort, and included
obtaining the various permissions and papers,
arranging the actual shipping, and above
all, raising huge funds. The extent of Reb
Mordechai Zev’s involvement in this effort
is apparent from his extensive exchange
of communications (letters and telegrams)
with the Rebbe Rayatz regarding the matzah
campaign. It seems that more than any
other individual, Reb Mordechai Zev was
responsible for the incredible success of this
magnificent operation.

“The question of kimcha de-pischa [matzos
for Pesach] is a burning question. Its answer
lies in a communal effort,” the Rebbe Rayatz
wrote to him on Shevat 16, 5689 (Jan 27,
1929). “This was my intention behind your
successful relocation to London, to establish
the base upon which, with G-d’s help, you
would be able to act on behalf of our brethren

who are under duress in Russia.”

To advance the matzah campaign, Reb
Mordechai Zev looked into creating an
aid center in Belgium that would support
this effort. This came at the suggestion of
the Chief Rabbi. When the Rebbe Rayatz
was informed that Reb Mordechai Zev was
preparing to travel to Belgium for this aim,
he was extremely pleased. The Rebbe greatly
valued his dedication to the success of the
campaign. In a lengthy, remarkable letter
dated Adar 1 17, 5689 (Feb 27, 1929), the
Rebbe wrote, among other things:

I wish to express many thanks to you
for informing me that you are ready
and prepared to journey to Belgium
on behalf of this very worthy mission.
This development proves that you are
dedicated heart and soul to our work,
and that no burden or bother is too
heavy for you when it comes to a sacred
undertaking such as this — providing
matzah to the oppressed and suffering
Jews of Russia.

The Lights Go Out

During one of Reb Mordechai Zev’s visits
to Belgium for a rabbinical convention that
addressed the assistance provided to Soviet
Jewry, he fell ill. This occurred in the initial
period following his arrival in London. He
never fully recovered from this illness, but
rather, ignoring his newfound frailty, he
charged full steam ahead with his activities
on behalf of the community and individuals
alike.

During the month of Kislev 5692 (Nov 1931),
when he was in the thirty-fifth year of his life,
his state of health turned severe and he was
admitted to hospital. On the night of Yud Tes
Kislev, at the start of the festival of liberation
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Rabbi Moshe Blau was the head of the Agudas Yisroel organization at the time of Reb
Mordechai Zev's passing. He composed a wonderful tribute to the departed Rav, which

was later published together with his other works in “Kisvei Rabbi Moshe Blau.” Years
later, when the Rebbe Melech HaMoshiach entrusted Reb Mordechai Zev's son, Rabbi
Shneur Chaim, with a specific mission that involved Agudas Yisroel, the Rebbe made
notable mention of this tribute.

A Delightful Blossom

The Jewish religious community in England
has suffered a tremendous loss with the
passing of HaRav Mordechai Gutnick, may
he memory be a blessing. The departed Rav
was exceptionally gifted. He was known to
be great in Torah and wisdom even in his
youth. With his love for Eretz Yisrael, to
which he ascended approximately a decade
ago, he was accepted to assist the office
of the rabbinate in Tel Aviv. However,
this service did not satisfy his great soul.
Through the intervention of the Admor of
Lubavitch shlita, he relocated to London,
to fill the place of the late Rabbi Moshe
Avigdor, of blessed memory.

Despite being young in years ... he knew
how to make himself cherished and at the
same time respected by his community, by
not displaying favoritism to anyone and
by walking proudly in his service of G-d.
He knew how to cast awe but also how to

— which coincided with motzei Shabbos — he
requested that a message be transmitted to
the congregants in his Shul, directing them
to celebrate the festival in the appropriate
manner. At the same time, he asked that a
minyan of chassidim be brought to him. When
they arrived, he reviewed a ma’amor before
them in honor of the festival. As soon as he

respond gently — adapting himself to meet
each situation. Within the briefest time, he
broadened his sphere of influence beyond
the borders of his own congregation. His
influence swelled continuously until he was
considered among the most respected rabbis
in London’s Chareidi community.

Nothing was accomplished in Jewish
religious circles in which the late young
Rav did not take a leading role — or he was
in fact the inspiration and creator thereof.

He was also a dedicated friend of Agudas
Yisroel. When it was yet a weak and feeble
organization, he designated a room in his
own home to serve as an office for the
Agudah. Every affair of the local Agudah
was executed by his instructions.

The late Rav also had an extended knowledge
of Chabad teachings — teachings that he
received from his teachers, the leaders of

had finished, all of a sudden, his soul rose to
the heavens.

Meanwhile, the chassidim gathered in his Shul
continued their farbrengen. Suddenly and
completely unexpectedly, all the lights in the
Shul went out, interrupting their celebration.
Minutes later, the news arrived. Everyone
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Chabad, including the Admor of Lubavitch
shlita. His conduct at home and in public
was like that of the world’s greatest Torah
leaders.

His home was wide open. His table
never lacked guests or passing travelers
— especially from Eretz Yisrael. No guest
from Eretz Yisrael who also happened to be
a ben torah was able to slip away from him;
such an individual simply had to eat at his
table. In truth, his guests felt as if they were
in their own homes. His sense of ownership
over his own home melted in the presence
of guests and was not felt in the slightest.

His exceptional intellect allowed him to
pursue secular knowledge for a time. As if it
were mere sport, he completed his studies of
English law in less than two years, obtaining
the title of Professor of Law. Regarding his
purpose for pursuing this study, he wrote to
___, “May G-d grant me the merit to use
this for the sake of promoting Torah and
fear of Heaven.”

The need to protect religious Judaism in
Eretz Yisrael gave him the final push to
study secular law, for he hoped and longed
to assist his brethren in Eretz Yisrael in their
sacred war.

Precious few are the individuals with

present, including Reb Mordechai Zev’s
two young sons who were participating in
the communal farbrengen, were in complete
shock. Their cherished Rav — their beloved
father — had gone.

Many thousands turned out for his funeral,
from every segment of London’s Jewish

such well-grounded consciences that their
secular studies and their title of “Doctor”
has no effect on them whatsoever — neither
internally nor in their external life.

After returning from university, where he
stayed for less than a year, he returned to the
rabbinic fold like any other Chareidi rabbi
who is zealous for G-d’s word. His doctorate
did not show on him in the slightest. He
returned to the beis midrash and the daled
amos of halachah, and to the thousands of
words that translated into broad bands of
influence.

The late Rav did not merit to achieve his
longing to ascend permanently to Eretz
Yisrael, and Judaism did not merit to see
such a delightful blossom grow into a
mighty tree.

[As an aside, the famous chassid and
shadar, Rabbi Itche “Der Masmid” — who
was renowned for achieving a degree of
chassidus and perishus that generally
existed only in earlier generations — spent
some time in England. Throughout his stay,
he would not allow a morsel of food to enter
his mouth except for that which was cooked
in his own home or in the kitchen of HaRav
Mordechai Zev.]

community. The leading rabbis eulogized the
young, departed Rav, and they all wept over
their tremendous loss.

Upon his headstone, the Hebrew letters of his
name — Mordechai Zev HaKohen — were used
to form a fitting tribute to an outstanding soul.
Their translation reads:
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Here lies our master HaRav HaGaon HaChassid Rabbi Mordechai Zev, son of HaRav Rabbi
Shneur Chaim HaKohen Gutnick, of blessed memory.

DnoN19n — Famous for his reputation as a great Torah leader,
D' — Many benefited from the radiance of his Torah, wisdom, and chassidus,
|T— He determined Halachah for Jewish communities in the Holy Land and the Diaspora,
qw1d — He soared as an eagle through the skies of Torah and prayer,
T0* — He founded and amplified activities for the observance of Shabbos and our holy religion,
n>OT — He merited and brought merit to the public with self-sacrifice,
nTIaN — [He served in the Shul named] Agudath Achim Kehillath Nusach HoArizal,
na — With bitter weeping, all his acquaintances refuse to be comforted,
nTin — Their splendor, radiance and glory has departed, the crown of their heads has fallen,
13 — For the sun has set at the midday of his life.
270 — HaRav HaGaon HaChassid Reb Mordechai Zev HaKohen Gutnick of blessed memory.
Imnwa — His soul rose to Heaven in purity,
In the thirty-fifth year of his life, on motzei Shabbos, Yud Tes Kislev, 5692.
May his soul be bound in the Bond of Life.

(The original Hebrew language article, published in Beis Moshiach, Issue 209, dated Kislev 29, 5759 [Dec 18,
1988], concludes with the following acknowledgment: “We are grateful to Reb Mordechai Zev’s grandson, HaRav
Meir HaKohen Gutnick shlita who, in his legendary kindness, provided the Igros Kodesh and other documentation
that had never been published previously, for the sake of preparing this article.”)
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from the wedding of

Yossi and Shayna vrw Gutnick

23rd day of Cheshvan 5778
(November 12, 2017)




