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Preface

In honor of the wedding of our dear children, Yosef Chaim and Itty, we
take pleasure in presenting eight letters that Rabbi Yisroel Zecharia
Mendel Hazdan Z'L, (grandfather of the chosson) received from our

Rabbeim on the subject of family purity.

We have also presented a historical context to these letters, including
an account of the involvement of Rabbi Yisroel Hazdan Z"L, in various
projects relating to strengthening family purity in general and the
building of Mikva'os in particular in several cities in Europe and South
Africa, as well as various letters and clippings on the subject.

Rabbi Dovid & Feige Hazdan - Rabbi Zalman & Sara Labkowski
Wednesday, 10 Adar 5773
Crown Heights




In 5667 (1907) Reb Yisroel was born to a Chabad
family in the Chasidic town of Homel, Belarus. At the
age of 3 he lost his father and was brought up by his
uncle R’ Zalman Hazdan. For his Bar Mitzvah, his
uncle wanted to take him to the Rebbe Rasha’b in
Rostov, but their trip was delayed because of the
dangers in the region. Only months after the
Rasha’b’s Histalkus did they hear of the news. At the
age of 17 he escaped to Poland and then to Latvia
where he married his cousin Leah Hazdan.

Prior to the onset of World War Il he was offered the
opportunity to serve as a Rov and Shochet in Sweden.
With the Brochos and encouragement of the Frierdiker
Rebbe', he moved there and began his instrumental activities which included
the strengthening of Taharas Hamishpocho.

Rabbi Yisroel Hazdan

In Sweden, he would travel through various towns providing the local Jewish
communities with shiurim, as well as emotional, spiritual and physical support.
He also participated in a project that supplied many Jews with visas to escape
the Holocaust and was directly involved in assisting holocaust survivors with
their physical and spiritual needs. His home was always open to these
survivors, some of whom lived with his family for extended periods of time®.

While in Sweden, Reb Yisroel had the Zechus to serve and Shecht for the
Frierdiker Rebbe®. He also arranged the transfer of over 100 boxes of the
Frierdiker Rebbe’s seforim from Russia to the US*.

In 5708 (1947), Reb Yisroel received a Brocho from the Frierdiker Rebbe to
move to South Africa where he was offered the position of Rov of the Jewish
community in Warmbaths.

Shortly after his arrival in South Africa, his wife passed away—childless. Reb
Yisroel found himself in a distant country. He had lost his entire family by the

! See pages 6-11

?See Lidingo by Chana Mantel, pg. 23

*See lgros Kodesh MoHaRayatz, volume 5, pg. 45

* See ibid introduction, pages 18-19; Sifriyas Lubavitch, pages 118-119

hands of the Bolsheviks and the Nazis. But his circumstances did not deter
him. He eventually remarried, built a family and continued to strengthen the
local Jewish communities.

He was subsequently offered Rabonus in the much larger city of Bethlehem.
He agreed to accept the position on condition that a Mikvah be constructed.
Despite their initial agreement, the community subsequently reneged on its
commitment. There was strong opposition from within the community, with
members writing to the newspaper describing the Mikvah as “a useless and
antiquated institution, probably patronized by one or two fanatics...” Despite
the opposition he fought with determination to build the Mikvah.

Reb Yisroel wrote to the Rebbe about the difficulties and the Rebbe
responded with tremendous brochos, to him and to all those involved in the
nﬂo_moﬁm. Reb Yisroel also received letters of support from the Chief Rabbis of
Israel and South Africa®.

His inability to persuade the community to build the Mikvah resulted in his
ﬂmmﬁ:m:o:.a He returned to serve as the Rov of Warmbaths and eventually
moved to Johannesburg where he served as the Rosh HaShochtim while
continuing to provide Shiurim and inspiration to the community.

Some 50 years later the Rebbe’s Brochos have come to fruition with the
1"
building of a new Mikvah in the Houghton suburb of Johannesburg.

> See page 17

¥ See page 12-13
% See pages 15, 16
°see page 17

' See page 20




Malmo, Sweden - 5701
(27 October 1940)
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“I take pleasure in hearing of... the establishment of lessons
in the laws of Family Purity... and above all, of the building
of a Mikvah in the City of Malmo..."
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"Please impart my blessings to all those who are
doing and assisting ... in the building of the Mikvah...
That Hashem will fulfill the requests of their hearts,
assisting them with their physical & spiritual needs."
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The following day
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...| am participating... in the building of the Mikvah... please
contribute the sum of $20 in my name and immediately inform me g
how to send money to repay you...

Sweden - 5701
(28 November 1940)
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... | took much pleasure from the fact that the women
themselves, especially the young ones, are taking interest in
encouraging their friends with regard to family purity...
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Gothenburg, Sweden - 5708
(5 January 1948)

Regarding your suggestion to 1) build a Mikvah
in Gothenburg 2) assist the women in the cost of
transport to the Mikvah....

...Please begin straightway. | am ready to send,
immediately $200 towards the construction of the
Mikvah and an additional $100 for the cost of travel to
the Mikvah...

...| hereby request that you strengthen yourself and
exert effort in these tasks ... Act quickly and ensure
not to delay bringing this project to fruition not even
ONE day more than necessary...

Please keep me informed...

"...Hashem will bless you and all those involved in strengthening family purity,
with all their needs, physically and spiritually..."
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“Please immediately begin arranging the Mikvah in Gothenburg. |
am prepared to immediately send $200 and also an additional $100
for travelling expenses...”

11




Bethlehem, South Africa - 5712
(2 December 1951)

Greetings and Blessings!

It was with great pleasure that | was informed of the decision to build a mikvah
in your community and that construction will begin shortly on this worthy
project.

It is unnecessary to explain the greatness of this matter, and how important
Family Purity is in preserving the Jewish community, the family unit and indeed
the physical and spiritual wellbeing of the parents and children. The efforts and
expenses entailed in improving matters in this regard are insignificant relative
to the great benefit and eternal joy that is provided to those who, as a resuilt,
will strengthen their adherence to Family Purity. Hashem acts in a manner of
“Measure for measure” and may He provide blessings and success in all
matters to those participating in this worthy project.

On the verse “G-d is the Mikvah of Israel” our sages explain that “just as a
Mikvah purifies the impure so does G-D purify Israel”. Based on the
aforementioned statement that G-D’s ways are “Measure for measure” we can
be certain that by constructing a Mikvah to purify the impure, G-D in his mercy
will purify us from our impurities and gather us to the Beis Hamikdash with the
coming of Moshiach. Amen.

With blessings for success in communal and
personal matters, both physically and spiritually.

(The Rebbe’s signature)

P.S Enclosed is a check for 18 Shekel as my participation in the building of the
Mikvah. 12
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Bethlehem, South Africa - 5714
(15 April 1954)

“The 18 Shekel that | sent as participation in the building of the
mikvah are to remain in your hands.

I hope that in time a Mikvah will be organized in Bethlehem
or at least somewhere else...”

14
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Letter from the Chief Rabbi of Israel regarding the proposed Mikvah in
Bethlehem
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JERUSALEM i sl (53007

6ht Jan. 1953.

To our dear Brethren ; |
the Hebrew Congregation in Bethlehem,
South Africa.

Dear Friends, ; : '
b It was with deep regret that I heard about the absence
of a Mikvah in your Congregation. g

‘The laws of Niddah and Tvillsh are vital ._n-uﬁﬂnu.u.

.o».
corporate capacity to have one built, i onstrating
%ﬁqﬁ to our holy tradition a bill of
ak f,n 1
1 am, with kindest regards,
Sincerely yours,

s&a_ﬁ?._ﬁ‘_l&__ﬁushgﬁ&pgfs

those laws, it is the -.Doutn.h .na. 2 Mﬁ.ﬁmﬂ- A

‘then the if not for either, then for de

then for the .uﬁaaudm. capacity, ¥he S uch |

for our %ﬂhﬁfuﬂﬂmﬂw find an oowocms your hearts,
1saac Halevi Hersog

Egﬂaﬁﬁ.
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Letter from the Chief Rabbi of South Africa regarding the proposed
Mikvah in Bethlehem

P.O. Box No. 2183
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My dear Rabbl Hazdan,
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%6 the sanctity of Jewlsh maryied 1iféy IT
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jere, the position
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I understand that &s & res
general mesting not %o proceed with the wuhhy :
realgnetion to the congregation. Ma te Just
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[ deaiston of the

L #ﬁ&&:ﬂpdm acted
ie holiest nopects

In the normal way I could only ] vou to
sdhere o your declslion, but after my conversatlios
Teel that I am entitled to ask you to reoconsider

11
- mgsurances, whioch Mr, Kaplan has piven me, will be I have

no doubt they will. Mr, Kaplen informe ne that he is
petition to be signed by members of the congregation air
regret ot the attitude taken up towerds this and provi -8 Pescind
of the resolution which wes passed, when in addition L R
informed %hat the Conpregation bye=-laws provide for a .—ﬁﬁﬁ foal
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ig Four m.&bq to remain in Bethlehem and continue to work for the
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With king regards apnd best wishes,
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Letter of support for Rabbi Hazdan and the Mikvah. Newspaper clipping
of opposition to its construction.
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Architectural sketches and notes




Johannesburg, South Africa - 5773
Mikvah Mayan Ganim
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THE STORY OF MIKVAH MAYAN GANIM

By Rabbi Dovid Hazdan.

Three years ago, nine years since the
relocation of our shul from Currie
Street, a dynamic group of young
ladies, together with my wife Feige,
was leading the cause to build a
mikvah. Their sincerity and passion
highlighted the rapid growth that had
taken place in our shul since its
opening. The idea of a mikvah at the
Great Park seemed to be an
impossible dream, yet it was a feat that
was definitely worth tackling.

The first mikvah meeting was finally
scheduled for the 5™ of April 2009. It
was the earliest date that our mikvah
committee and the architect could get
together. We looked at the

corresponding Jewish date: it was Yud
Aleph Nissan 5769, the anniversary of
the birth of the Lubavitcher Rebbe. We
embraced the divine providence of the
timing of our first meeting, as a
significant connection to the Rebbe
and to the fulfilment of his mission to
intensify Yiddishkeit in our corner of
the world.

On the day preceding the meeting, we
shared that day’s Hayom Yom:

“On the subject of the campaign to
popularize the observance of Taharas
Hamishpacha in your community,
ponder this deeply: let us imagine that
G-d were to give you the opportunity to
save a Jewish community from
extinction (G-d forbid); you would

20

certainly be willing to risk your life for
this and you would thank and praise
Him for His great kindness in offering
you an opportunity of such enormous
merit. The same then holds true to an
even greater degree with regard o the
campaign for Taharas Hamishpacha; it
is an endeavour which literally saves
lives.”

The timing of the start of our journey
was filled with potency and meaning.

| was unable to attend the meeting as |
was in Durban on a Torah Academy
school trip. In the early hours of
Sunday morning, | received a call from
our son who had arrived home for
Pesach. He had spent the night
organizing the many letters that my
father, Reb Yisroel Hazdan Z’L, had
received from the Rebbe.

My son came across correspondence
from the Rebbe regarding a proposed
mikvah in the small town of
Bethlehem, South Africa, where my
father had been appointed as Rov.
The Rebbe included $18 as his
contribution to the Bethlehem Mikvah
Project.

Although the community had agreed to
my father's precondition that they build
a mikvah, they had subsequently
reversed the decision. There had been
mounting opposition to the Bethlehem
Mikvah. The South African Jewish
newspaper included a letter
lambasting the ridiculous proposal to
build a “useless and antiquated
institution probably patronized by one
or two isolated fanatics.”

The Bethlehem community wrote to
the Chief Rabbi of South Africa, Rabbi
Louis Rabinowitz, as well as to the
Chief Rabbi of Israel, Rabbi Isaac
Hertzog, to establish whether a mikvah
was in fact a necessary requirement
for their Jewish community. Both chief
rabbis wrote powerful letters of support
and motivation for the Bethlehem
Mikvah.

It was the content of a subsequent
letter from the Rebbe that my son
passionately wanted to discuss. The
Rebbe wrote, “The 18 dollars that |
sent as participation in building a
mikvah are to remain in your hands,
since | hope that in time a mikvah will
be organized in Bethlehem, or at least
somewhere else. Then the
aforementioned sum will be included in
the expenses.”

Shortly after the community’s decision
to abort the mikvah project, my father
left his position in Bethlehem.

The words of the Rebbe: “... in
Bethlehem or at least somewhere
else” seemed to have relevance to our
new Great Park mikvah project. The
$18 had been received but had not
been used to build the mikvah in
Bethlehem. A generation later it was
coming to fruition at Great Park in
Johannesburg.

Having returned to Johannesburg on
Sunday afternoon, our family sat at the
dinner table and reread the Rebbe’s
letter - “... or at least somewhere else.”
We read the words over and over,
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| looked down to the bottom of the
letter. The Rebbe concluded with the
words: “With the festival of Pesach
approaching... Wishing you a chag
kosher v'sameach..” We looked at
each other in amazement. Pesach was
to begin that Wednesday night

| looked up at the date on which the
Rebbe wrote the letter in 5714/1954. |t
was written on the 12™ of Nissan, on
the morrow of the very day that our
Great Park mikvah project was born —
55 years earlier.

As the Great Park mikvah was nearing
completion, we began discussing a
name. Wendy Zinman, one of the
driving forces behind our Great Park
mikvah, approached me at the end of
a Shabbat Kiddush. She spoke with
gentle strength —her voice soft but
resolute.

“We embarked on this project just after
the Jewish world reeled from the
horrific events in Mumbai. In the face
of tragic loss of life, we were
determined to intensify, to grow, to add
holiness and sanctity to our community
through the building of our mikvah.
Gavi and Rivky lost their lives whilst
adding holiness to Am Yisroel. Would
it not be appropriate that our mikvah —
dedicated to adding holiness to Am
Yisroel- be named to honor their
selfless dedication?”

Chassidus explains what it means to
be “alive”. True life must be eternal.
We are only truly alive when we

connect to that which is eternal.
“V'Atem hadveikim B'Hashem
Elokechem - chayim kulchem hayom -
And you, who cleave to Hashem your
G-d, are all alive today.”

A mikvah is designed so that a pool of
regular water touches a pool of
specially gathered pure living water
and is thereby transformed. The
regular water then becomes an
extension of the living ‘pure water’ by
virtue of the connection.

Such is the case with every mitzvah
that we perform. In one moment of
connection to Hashem’s Eternal Truth,
we transform a limited human being
into an extension of the Omnipotent; a
finite moment into eternity.

With grateful thanks to our tenacious
project coordinator Tyrone Zinman, our
Mikvah has been built to the highest
halachic requirements, and to meet the
standards of the most luxurious spa. It
has an extra-large foyer which will be
used to teach groups of women and
senior high school girls about the
significance of family purity and to
introduce them to a magnificent
mikvah.

Our community is blessed with a new
mikvah, in a gorgeous forest setting
alongside our shul. It has threaded
connections through time, through
people and through space. It has
touched and accessed the eternal
bonds of Am Yisroel.
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