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By the Grace of G-d
13th of Nissan, 5739
Brooklyn, N, Y,

Children of

: ]
0. Zz Jaife Family ...C.\nﬁ\
_..ou_.. - = Manchester
hdoo o S
3 - Greeting and Blessing:
s @ [+
B P o
..M B a. This is to acknowledge with sincere appre-
.n...mm,m » ciation your thoughtfulness and good wishes
- w M in connection with my birthday.
M < . I prayerfully reciprocate your good wishes
= > M by reiterating the Divine promise to our
w = > =] Father Abraham, "I (G-d, the Source of
= 5 .mN m all blessings) will bless them that bless
M M Ly Q.I_.w L. 4 you. "
o
508 B & .
. ﬁH.V = B lf e Accordingly, may G-d bestow His generous
; M Mnm el A/N\VIV blessings on you and yours in all needs,
= N ’ = .V\In ; . materially and spiritually,
i N\ | = .
; M:! (AN Wishing you and yours a kosher and joyous
W D Pesach,

Jhr‘fﬁ!hh.l\hfl With UHmmmm:m.\D pﬁ!/ﬁmM@J

FIRST FOLD
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/1/

By the Grace of G-d
23rd of Sivan, 5708
Brooklyn, N.Y.

Greeting and Blessing

I reccived your letter, in which you write your ideas about your son's future, and you ask
me to use my influence with him to urge him to go to college.

I am sure you will agrec with me that in the case of everyone without exception the first
basic condition [or happiness in life is - peace of mind and the least amount of inner conflict.
"This has always been a fundamental principle, and it is even more so in our present
gencration, with its world shattering events, confusions, conflicting ideas and ideologies.
Nothing speaks more forcefully about the existing state of mind of present day youth than the
unheard of rebellion against society in the form of juvenile delinquency and demoralisation of
character, all which is a symptom of our confused age.

Therefore the first and best thing one can do to help one's child, is to endeavour to sparc
him the inner conflicts and to help him cultivate good religious and moral principals, so that
he would not fall prey to harmful influences This is especially important at the critical age of
youth, when one's character and world outlook are being formed and stahilized.

With this brief introduction, I return to what you consider such a problem, namely your
attempt to persuade your son to go to college and his reluctance 10 do so. I am sure his
motives are of the purest nature, desiring to dedicate a certain period of time to the exclusive
study of the Torah. Athis age, to try to force him to give up something which he considers in
his best interests, something that is good and holy which he desires very much, would
certainly upsct him and inevitably endanger his peace of mind. Even if he should not show
outward signs of resentment, he might well develop such a [eeling subconsciously, which is
sometimes cven worse. Itis also dboutful whether such attempts to make him change his
mind would be successful.

But, would his attendance in collage be in his best interests? You think that a college
cducation would give him greater security economically. Actually only a small percentage of
colicge graduate directly derive their income from their college degrees. In the final analysis,
however, one cannot make calculations and planes about the future without taking G-d into
account. For, after all, G-d is only the Creator of the world, whose direct Providence extends
to every individual and detail, and success or failure is from Him, but He also is the Giver of
the Torah, and it would obviously be illogical and impossible that when a Jewish boy
dedicates a [ew years to the exclusive study of G-d's Torah, it would lessen his chances for
happiness in life.

If; as we have said, the matcrial bencfits of a college degree are dboutful, there can be no
doubt, however to, the obvious dangers when a Yeshiva Boy is subjected several times a week
to such radical changes of the atmosphere and ideology as exist between the Yeshiva and the
college where the majority of the students are gentiles, and the majority of the Jewish are
unfortunately not religious, ete. It is impossible for a student to avoid contact with fellow
students and professors. Hence, even if your son would have liked o go to college, it would
have been problematical as to the advisability of it, as it is impossible to foresee what conflicts
and dangers it would entail. But now that you are fortunate that your son does not want to
do it, but rather devote his time to the Yeshiva and to remain in its Lealthy and conflict free
atmosphere, he surely should be encouraged in his wise determination.
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[ am aware of course, that there are boys who together with their Yeshiva education
attend college. | have occasion to meet with them and I can assure you that very [ew come
out unscathed from the tremendous conllicts involved. Fven those who on the surface appear
to be wholesome, have no peace of mind, and very, very few indeed of those who mixed
Yeshiva with college have remained completely wholesome inwardly as outwardly.

I trust that the above few lines will suffice to help you realise how happy you should feel
that your so has decided to avoid the pitfalls and to remain in the exclusive and wholesome
atmosphere atmosphere of the Yeshivah. You should encourage him in this. so that he may
learn with complete serenity, and you will be assured of real Nachas from him, and not only
spiritually but also materially, when the ume will come.

With Blessing

12/
25th of lyar, 5712
Brooklyn 13, N.Y.
Rabbi S. Carlebach
305 W. 79th Street
New York, N.Y.
Sholom u’Brocho:
Recently you brought to my attention a letter addressed to you by ----- , a student at

Colgate University, Hamilton, New York. In this letter the writer professes to be a true
scientific thinker and an unbcliever in the supernatural; he also asserts that “all facts seem to
be in contradiction to the existence ol G-d,” professes to be a “liberal Jew”, elc.. etc.

Not knowing the background of this student, nor the field of science in which he
specialises, 1 cannot deal with the subject in detail, especially in the course ol a letter.

There are, however, several general observations that I can make, which the said student
has apparently overlooked, and which he would do well to consider carefully:

(1) Science does not come with foregone conclusions and beliefs with the idea of
reconciling and adjusting facts to these beliefs. Rather the opposite, it deals with the facts
then formulates opinions and conclusions. To approach a subject with one’s mind madc up
beforehand, is not true scientific thinking but a contradiction to it.

(2) Science requires that no conclusion can be valid before a through study and research
was made on then subject. The question therefore presents itself: How much time and effort
had the above mentioned writer devoted to the study of religion to justify his conclusion on
the subject.

(3) A fact is considerced any cvent or phenomenon testified to by witness, especially where
the evidence is identical and comes from witnesses of varied interests, education, social
background. age, etc. Where therc is such evidence it is accepted as a fact even if it does not
agree with a scientific thcory. This is the accepted practice in science even were there are
several reliable witnesses, and certainly scores of them, hundreds and thousands.

The Divine Revelation at Mount Sinani was a fact witnessed by millions ol people, all ol
whom reported it to its minutest detail, accurately, for the whole people of Israel stood at
Mount Sinani and witnessed it. We know that this is a fact because millions of Jews in our
day accept it as such, because they received it as such from their own parents, and these
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millions in turn received the evidence from the previous generation, and so on, in an
uninterrupted chain of transmitted evidence from millions (o millions of witnesses who saw
the event with their own eyes. Among these original witnesses there were many who were
inttiated in the science of those days (viz. Egypt), many achievements of which are still baflling
nowadays: among them were philosophers and thinkers, as well as ignorant and uneducated
persons, women and children of all ages. Yet all of them reported the event and phenomena
connected with it without contradictions to cach other.

Such a fact is certainly indisputable. I do not believe that there is another fact which can
match it for evidence and accuracy.

To deny such a fact is anything but scientific; it is the very opposite of science.

Parenthetically, it is unfortunate that his basic difference between the Jewish religion and
those of others is so litte known, for the Jewish religion is the only one that is not based on a
single founder or a few, but is based on the Divine Revelation witnessed by all the people,
numbering several millions.

This answers also ------ --- s statement that “the acceptance of the Torah as being the only
truth is dangerous™ since “it’s authors were only men...and as men they could not have been
incorrigible (infallable).” Jews accept the Torah precisely because it was given by G-d, not by
men, and it was given in the presence of millions of people who have seen it and heard it with
their own eyes and ears. "That is why the Torah is the absolute truth, for G-d is absolute.

I'am enclosing an extra copy, should you wish to forward it to vour correspondent.

With all good wishes,
Cordially,

13/
By the Grace of G-d
23rd of Kislev 5713
Brooklyn 13, N.Y.

Sholom U'Brocho:

..With the approach of Chanukah, 1 extend to you herewith my sincers wishes for a happy
and inspiring Chanukah.

The message of Chanukah is important and timely to all Jews, but even mere se to Jews
living in surroundings with comparatively litle Jewish vitality and activity. Tt is precisely in
such circumstances that Chanukah oflers inany a uselul lesson. One such lesson | wish to
make the subject of this message.

Itis noteworthy that the Chanukah lights must be kindled after sunset, when it is dark
outside, unlike the lights that were kindled in the Beth Hamikdosh much carlier, or the
Sabbbath lights kindled on Friday before sunset. There is another difference: the Beth
Hamikdosh and the Sabbath lights have their place indoors, while the place of the Chanukah
lights is at the entrance to the home (when Jews lived freely in their land, the place was the
outside entrance). Finally, there is yet another distinction in the former two cases the lights
remain the same, while the Chanukah lights are increased every night.

The lesson which seems to be indicated by the Chanukah lights, is that besides lighting up
the home (Shabbath lights) and the Synagoguc and Yeshiva (substituting for the Sanctuary of
old), the Jew has the additional responsibility of lighting up the 'outside', the whole

5
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environment. Moreover, when conditions are unfavourable (it is "dark" outside), it is then not
enough to make a light and maintain it, though t is also an achievement in view of the
darkness but it is necessary to steadily increasc the lights, through steadily growing ellorts to
spread the light of Torah and Mitzvoth, to illuminate not only one's home, but the whole
environment as well.....

14/
By the Grace of G-d,
7th Cheshvon, 5715
Brooklyn, N.Y.

Sholam u’Brocha,

Rabbt ... conveyed to me your question as to why it is not the custom of’ Chabad
Chassidim to decorate the Succih, as well as to sleep in the Succah.

This question calls for a lengthier explanation than this letter would permit. However, 1
trust the following points will suffice.

I. Re DECORATIONS

1) Generally, a Mitzvah must be observed on it’s Devine authority (with Kabolas Ocl) and
not on rational grounds, i.c. [or any reason or explanation which we may find in it. An
exception, to some extent, is the casc when significance of the Mitzvah is indicated in the
Torah, and our sages have connected it’s fulfilment with it. At any rate, only a qualified
person can interpet it more fully.

9y We have a rule that a Mitzvah should be performed to the best of ones ability, and as
the Rambam explains (at the end of Hilcoth Mizbcach (Issurei) ). This applies especially to
the object of the Mitzvah itsclf; ¢.g. a Talis should be the best one can afford, an offering

should be the most generous, ete.

3) Unlike the Sechach and walls of the Succah, decorations are not an essential part ol the
Succah, but an enjoyment which adds to the adornmant of the person sitting in the Succah;
they are, as the name clearly indicates, supplementary objects which beautily the external
appcarance of the Succah.

4) "The attitude of the Chabad Chassidim in this connection, as taught by generations of
Chabad leaders and teachers, if that the Succah is to imbue us with certain essential lessons,
which are explained in Chassidic literature and the Talmudical literature in general. It is
expected of Chabad Chassidim that they should be impressed by the essential character of the
Succah, without recourse to the ‘artificial’ make up; that the frail covering of the Succah and
its bare walls, not adorned by external ornaments , rugs, or hangings, should more [orcibly
and directly impress upon the Jews and Jewess the lessons it s meant to convey.

II. Re SLEEPING in the Succah

5) In order to saleguard and inspire a greater feeling of sanctity towards the Succah,
slecping in it is not practised by us. The basis for this is two fold. First, we have a rule that
suffering exempts one from dwelling in the Succah. Secondly, during sleep, a person is not in
control of himself, and further more, the very act of dressing and undressing etc, inevitably
creates a common-place attitude towards the place which serves as a bedroom. Such a
depreciation of attitude towards the Succah (by sleeping in it, as explained above) from what
his attitude should be towards the Mitzvoh of G-d, whereby He has sanctified all Jews, would
be deeply felt by the Chabad Chosid by virtue of his Chassidic teaching and upbringing, and

6




|

18 Elul 5758

would cause him profound spiritual suffering. The combination of these two considerations
therefore, led to the custom not to sleep in the Succah.

However, if a Jews feels absolutely certain that his sleeping in the Succah will not in the
slightest affect his attitude towards the sanctity of the Succah, and is consequently free from
any mental pain that might be caused therehy, he is duly bound to sleep in the Succah, in

J accordance with the fullest meaning of ‘to make his Succah a dwelling place to the utmost’.

I'hope the above will provide an adequate answer to your question, but should you desire
[urther clarification, do not hesitate to write to me.

With Blessing

/signaturce/

/5/

By the Grace of G-d
[7th Teveth, 5716
Brooklyn

- Greeting and Blessing:

['am in receipt of your letter of 28th Kislev, in which you write that you have been
davening Nushach Ari, and found that it increased your Kavono, and you ask whether you

should change back to your original Nusach to another Nusach. In view of the fact that you
heard that while you may change to Nusach Ari, you may not change from Nusach Ari to
- another Nusach.
Itis true as you have heard, that one may change trom Nusach Ashkenaz or Nusach
Sephard to Nusach Ari, but not visa-versa, and this is explained in Responsa. The
signifieance of Nusach Ari, is explained in the introduction to Shaar Hakolel. Therefore, you
should continue without hesitation, davening Nusach Ari, and it will bring you added Divine
- Blessing.
['am glad to read in your letter that you have a shiur to learn Chassidus, which I trust you
will study every day, including some study also on the days on which you have hitherto not
= studied it.
With Blessing,
By Nissan Mindel
16/
By the Grace of G-d
12th of Iyar 5717
Brooklyn, N.Y.
Greeting and Blessing:
e I'was pleased 1o receive your letter in which you write how you spent Pesach. You do not

menton of any activities in behall of the students of the Yeshiva, in connection with Pesach.

But I trust that the opportunity had not been missed. Nor do you mention how you spent the
- latter days of Pesach, when it is customary among Chassidim to make a Farbrengen,

especially on the last day of Pesach. I trust that you participated in such a Chassidic get

together,
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You write in your letter that your friend -- though orthodox, sometimes attends also a
Conservative temple. I trust that you will explain to him the inconsistency of'it. Surcly a
person who thinks logically and is not afraid of the conclusions of such thinking, should not
fall into the inconsistency of a movement or ideology which is based on compromise, which is
neither here no there, and only a matter of personal convenience, and taking the line ol least
resistance, and, morcover, one which trics to make virtue out of a transgression.

As for his desire to visit me, I instructed the Secretariat to write to you about an
appointment.

With regard to the discouraging thoughts of Grandma Greenberg, as 1 have written to you
previously, she should try to dismiss all such discouraging thoughts, since they have absolutely

no basis.

With Lag B'Omer only a lew days away, I trust that every effort is made to get together the
largest number of Jewish children, especially as this year Lag B'Omer happens to be on a day
when they are free from school, and the parents are free from work. Hence, it is an
opportunity to attract many children, even such that do not attend religious schools. Who
knows, but the opportunity of spending a few hours in the company of Jewish religious
children, and in a religious atmosphere, may tip the scale, both with regard to the children
and parents, in the proper direction.

Since you do not mention anything about the question ol health, I trust that you, your wife
and children are enjoying good health.

Hoping 1o hear good news from vou,

With Blessing

/7/

By the Grace of G-d
29th of Iyar 5717
Brooklyn, N.Y.

Greetings and Blessings:

Afier the long interval, I received your letter of May 23rd, in which you write that you
plan to make a trip to the Holy Land in June, and that you have reserved a place on the S.5S.
Israel.

[ am answering your letter immediately because of the seriousness of the matter. No doubt
you know that the captain and the crew of the said ship are Jews, and that it will be enroute at
least two Shabbosim. The voyage is therefore definitely prohibited, involving open and
public Shabbos desecration.

I am sure that it is superfluous to enlarge upon the seriousness of this matter. I only wish
to emphasise one particular painful aspect: namely, that when planning a trip 1o a land that is
regarded as holy, even by gentiles, and concerning which every Jew prays and hopes that
there will soon be the true Redemption, when the Beth Hamikdosh will be rebuilt, and once
again the word of G-d will come forth from Jerusalem for the whole world - yet, a trip to this
Holy Land is planned in a way which would be a dircct contradiction of G-d's
commandment, involving the desecration of Shabbos, one of the basic Ten Commandments.

"The question may be asked, "If this is so, how come that so many Jews unfortunately, use
these boats to make their trips to the Holy Land?" 1 cannot go into this very painful question
as to why this matter has not been brought to public attenton, and how those passengers
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Now that the school term is practically over, I trust that you have made a suitable program
of studies also in your vacation time. For a Jew, whether grown-up or child, must never take a
vacation from studying the Torah and living according to its commandments every day,
including vacation time. I hope. thercfore, that your program includes some study about the
wecekly portion ol the Torah and the observance of the Mitzvoth, and I hope that you will
also use your good influence with your friends to do the same.

With Blessing
By
19/
By the Grace of G-d

21st Shevat 5718
Brooklyn, N.Y.

Dear -----

With reference to your letter of ... in which you write that your ships are equipped with
fully automatic operational features, and that the duties of the engine room crew are
supervisory raher than functional, ctc.

1 am still not clear whether the above statement is intended to convey the idea that the
entire operations of the ship in question during a period of the 24 hours of Shabbos, when the
ships are in motion can be carried out automatically.

Does this mean for instance, also that the rudder of the ship operates automatically when
the ship is in motion, and also - to oflset the effects of the winds, ocean streams, etc? And,
whalt happens when a change in course or a deviation is necessary (by reason of the proximity
to another ship ete.)? And, if the steering has to be adjusted, occasionally, at least, by hand, is
it not true that the rudder is connected with the engine room, and that a change in the
position of the rudder influences the engines, increasing or decreasing the operation of the
boilers, etc?

Another point I would like you to clear up: Is it not necessary for a ship on the high seas to
send out periodic radio messages about its position, and does it not receive in its own radio
room, similar messages [rom boats or ships in the proximity? Do not such messages have a
bearing on the course of a ship? Is it permissible for a ship in motion to shut off its radio
room (or 24 hours?

Further, I understand that certain parts of the oil burners, especially the atomizers and oil
strainers, have to be taken out frequently during the course of a day to be cleaned and
replaced, and that it is necessary to spark them again. Is this not an essential function of the
fire room?

Do the fucl oil pumps never have 1o be adjusted during a 24 hour period, and the air
pumps too?

[ would also like to know whether or not, the ships log, particularly with reference to the
fire room and engine room, can be suspended for 24 hours or must the entries be made
immediately afier the periodic inspection of the machines?

Are there in a ship no small auxiliary machines or apparatures connected with the major
machinery, and are these too automatc?

How are the commands and instruction relayed from one department ol a ship to another?
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Can a ship be run for 24 hours without any need for adjustments, changes or repairs in
any of its machinery or devices ol any kind?

Finally, what about the functioning of the evaporators, the water supply, lighting, heating,
ventilation, clc., can all these too, be operated automatically, without any adjustment, or a
period of 24 hours?

['will appreciate your reply to each of the above question, and thank you very much for
the trouble in explaining to me all these details.

/10/
By the Grace of G-d
10th of Elul, 5718
Brooklyn. N.Y.

Mr Pinchas Joseph Saflran
Greeting and Blessings:

I'received your letter of the 26th of Menachem Av, in which you write some highlights of
your life, and the difficultics which you encounter in leading the way of life which a Jewish
boy of your age should do, in accordance with our ‘T'orah, which is called Toras Chayim.

You are doing very wiscly in refraining from discussions with your father on this subject.
especially, as you write, that your father is not in the best of health. Inasmuch as you write
that you still have to attend high school, the question of where to learn later on will become
actual only next year. ‘I'his, therefore, is an added consideration in avoiding discussing the
problem at this time.

Needless to say, that to graduate the high school at the Yeshiva can be done just as
successfully as in a public school. Experience has shown that yeshiva high schools have
average. besides, in a public high school, there is a mixed crowd, and one might come in
contact with undersiable friends, which is not the case in the Yeshiva high school, where the
atmosphere and companionship is on a different level altogether. It should not be diflicult to
find someone who would explain to your father these important considerations, and obtain
his consent.

What has been said above concerns the ways and mcans of how to carry out your firm
resolution to conduct your daily life a_Jewish boy of your age should. As for the resolution
itsell; there can be no dbout or question that this is the only proper and true resolution which
is [or your own good, as well as for the good of all those who are near and dear to you,
inasmuch as the L'orah and Mitzvoth were given by G-, who is the Creator of all the world,
including man, and who knows best what is good for His creatures.

As requested, T will remember you in prayer when visiting the holy resting place ol 'my
lather-in-law of sainty memory. [ suggest that you put aside a cent or two or Tzedoko every
weekday morning, which will stand you in good stead.

Wishing you a Kesivo Vachasimo Toivo.
With Blessing

Signature.
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1/
By the Grace of G-d
21st Teveth 5719
Brooklyn. N.Y.
Greeting and Blessing,
I received your letter and as requested I will remember you and your father in prayer
when visiting the holy resting place if my father in law of saintly memory. .

With regard 1o the knowledge of Hebrew, the knowledge of the language is not as
important as the knowledge of the content, especially a knowledge which expresses itself in
actual deeds, for as our sages have said ‘the importance of study is in that it leads to practice’
and also ‘when there is a determination the success is assured’.

I suggest that you have your Teffilin checked, and also your fathers Tefillin. Similarly. it
would be well to have the Mezuzuos of your home checked. 1 also suggest that before your
morning prayers on weekdays, that you set aside a penny or two for Tzedoko.

Hoping to hear good news (rom you.
With Blessing

By Nissan Mindel

112/
By the Grace of G-d
16th of Sivan, 5719
Brooklyn, N.Y.
Greeting and Blessing:

I received your letter which you write on hehalf of a friend of yours, but it is not clear from
your letter whether you have written it at the latter's request, or on your own initiative. For
generally speaking, a young man should be able to write about himsell personally, and
express himself in a letter, for the letter itself offers a deeper insight into the feelings and views
of the writer, whereas this is missing when the letter is written by somebody else.

Assuming tha, in so [ar as the question of studying at the Yeshiva in New York is
concerned, your writing is at the request of your friend, it would first be necessary to know
the opinion of one who knows the boy. and his progress at the Yeshiva in the past, before iis
possible to judge how advantageous the change would be for him. For surely it would not be
a good thing for anyone to come and be disappointed.

| therefore suggest that he should discuss the matier with the Administration of the
Yeshiva in Montreal, who knows him, and/or, with other friends who could properly
introduce him. Morcover, the Administration of the Yeshiva in Montreal are familiar with
the Administration and curriculum at the Yeshiva here, and they could communicate directly
and decide what would be the bet thing for this student to do.

Needles to say, he can show this letter when he goes to see the members of his Yeshiva
Administration.
It would be advisable to consider the possibility of his being at Camp Gan Isracl in
Montreal, where students of the Yeshiva, his friends arc counsellors.
As requested, this letter has been answered on a priority basis.
With Blessing
By Nissan Mindel
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113/

By the Grace of G-d
26th of Sivan 5719
Wsnoadeeyn NN

LR tie? it

[ was pleased to receive your letter of the 10th of Sivan, in which you write that you have
heen elected a Gabbai in the Lubavitch Youth Minyan, and that you also participate in the
Mesibos Shabbos, and are trying to use your good influence to strengthen Yiddishkeit and the
observance of Mitzvoth. Tt is surely unnecessary to emphasise that in order to have a good
influence effectively, it is nccessary to be consistent in what one preaches and does, so that the
theory and practices go hand in hand together. In other words, it is necessary to serve as a
living example as (0 how a Jewish boy should conduct himself every day. Needles to say also,
where the Torah and Mitzvoth are concerned, there is always room for improvement and
dvancement, since the Torah and Mitzvoth are endless. Therefore, I hope that you will make
growing efforts all the time in this dircction.

Enclosed you will find a briel message which was given to a group of boys active in the
field of education and influence. I am sure you will find it inspiring and useful, especially as
you are a Gabbai yoursclf, whose function is, among others, to illustrate the Shul and to
illuminate the worshippers.

I send my prayerful wishes to you and all the children who attend the Minyan and the
Mesibos Shabbos. I hope everyone of them will serve as a bright candle to spread the light of
Torah and Mitzvoth around him.

With Blessing
By Nissan Mindel

/14/
By the Grace of G-d
5th of Tishrei, 5720
Brooklyn, N.Y.
Mr Pinchas Joseph Saflran

Greetings and Blessings:

I reccived your letter of the 10th of Elul, in which you ask what is your mission in life.

‘T'he Mishna, at the end of Kissushin, clearly states that man was created in order to serve
his Creator, and in Shulchan Aruch, in the beginning of the section Orach Chayim, it is
clearly stated that the way to fulfil one’s mission and purpose in life is through the observance
of the Miwzvoth every day.

Since one should not rely on his own judgement, it would be well for you to discuss the
matter with your own teachers at the Yeshiva, and they will give you further guidance.

With regard to the question of your future learning and the problems that you have, it
would also be well for you to discuss the matter with your above friends, to whom you could
explain the problems in detail;, and they could give you some helpful advice.

As we have entered a New Year, and this is the time for making good resolutions, I hope
that you will resolve to make additional efforts in all matiers of T'orah and Mitzvoth, and
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particularly to improve your daily observances of the Torah and Mitvoth, since there 1s
always room for improvements, and it is only a matter of will and determination.

Wishing vou a Chassima Ugmar Chassima Tovo,
o/ o b

With Blessing,

115/

By the Grace of G-D
30th of Tishri, 5720
Brooklyn, N.Y.

Greeting and Blessing

I reccived your letter of the 17th of Tishri in which you write about your background and
activities. [ was especially gratified to read about your activities to strengthen Yiddishkeit in
your environment, in the ficld of Kashrut, etc. I was especially pleased to read that you
realise that there is a great deal more to do. For the realisation that there is more to be done
ought to bring [orth additional forces o meet the challenge. All the more so, since everyone
of us is commanded 1o go from strength to strength in all matters of holiness, which should be
on the ascendancy. In this connection it is well to remember the saying of my father-in-law,
of saintly memory, that at this ime every Jew should consider himself in the position of a
mountain climber climbing a steep mountain. In this situation one must continue to climb or
dlide back. for he cannot remain stationary. [tis also a well known law of physics that the rate
ol a falling object accelerates. The lesson is obvious.

[ read with interest about the books which you read and study. 1 was surprised to note the
absence of the Tanya and other books on Chassidus, which you no about could study in the
original, though part of this litcrature is available also in English. The study of Chassidus
would not only be greatly inspiring to yourself, but would also have a great influence on your
work and inspiration in behalf of others. Young people not burdened by family
responsibilities, and still full ol youthful energy. should make the fullest use of their
opportunitics.

I trust that you have friends among Anash with whom you can discuss a method of
learning Chassidus and what sources you should study, though I imagine you should have
also a fairly good idea. But nevertheless many heads are better than one.

As for your question with my attitude towards the Holy Land, etc, I trust you saw my reply
to the question “What is a Jew?” which has been publish both in Eretz Yisroel and here in
America. Your particular question with regard to emigration and settling in Eretz Yisroel
does not indicate whether it refers to yourself or is a general way. But my answer would
depend on the circumstances of each individual, or it is not possible to get a blanket advice on

such an important question.

I should like, however, to emphasise one general point. No matter how much is expected
of a Jew in regard to the Torah and Mitzvoth, wherever he may be, a great deal more 18
expected of him in Eretz Yisroel, of which the Torah says “It is the land on which the eyes of
G-D, thy G-D, from the beginning of the year to the end of the year”. So much so, that it is
regarded as a Holy Land even among non-Jews. Our Sages refer to it as “The Palace of the
King”. A person wishing to cnter the Royal Palace must be prepared to answer such
questions as on what business is he there, and he must be prepared in every way. Itis
demonstrated by his conduct and actions that he realiscs that he is in the Royal Palace, Itis
surely unnccessary to claborate.
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May G-D grant that you will succeed in what your true and inner purpose of life, namely
to spread Yiddishkeit, and in an ever-growing way, and may you have good news to report
always.

With Blessing,
BY N.M.

116/
By the Grace of G-d
28th of "'eveth 5721
Brooklyn N.Y.

Blessing and Greeting,

I received your recent letter and the previous one. Needless to say, I was somewhat taken
back by the tone of your letter. It is a good illustration of how it is possible for a person to
read and to learn and to reccive instruction from books and teacher, and yet when it comes (o
actual experience all this instruction goes by the wayside.

[ refer to the things which you have surely learned in the books of mussar and especially
Chassidus about the fact of the yetzer horoh to instill spirt depression discouragement and
despondency in order to prevent the Jewish person from (ulfilling his divine mission. "This is
the most effective approach. I the Yetzer Hora would attempt to dissuade the person
directly from fulfilling his mission, he would not be easily misled. Howevcr instead, the
Yetzer tries to dlswum%e the person in all sorts of ways, using “pious” arguments which

unfortunately ofien prove eflective at least in sorne degree.
This is exactly what has happened in your case and I am surprised that you do not realise
The proofis that from the information I have received I can see that you have
accomplished a great deal more than you imagine. Incidentally, at the annual Dinner of the
Lubavitch Yeshiva last night Rabbi N. spoke of his visit in O . . and how impressed he was
with the Lubavitch work there and his address was one of the highlights of the dinner.

Let me also add another important and essential consideration.You surely know of the
saying ol the Baal Shem Tov that a soul comes down to live on this earth for a period of 70 o
80 years for the sole purposc 1o do another Jew a single favour, materially or spiritually. In
other words, it is worthwhile for a Jewish soul to make that tremendous journey and decent
from heaven to carth in order to do something once for a fellow (one) Jew. In your case the
journey was only from the U.S.A. to O. , and can in no way be compared with the journey of
the soul from Heaven to carth and however pessimistic you may feel, even the Yetzer Hora
would have to agree that you have done not only a single favour but numerous good deeds
and even only vour work with the children of the Gan would have justified it. Considering
further that every beginning is difficult especially where there is a chance of place and
environment language ctc. and yet the beginning has proved so successful, one is surely
justificd in expecting that as time goes on and the initial difficulties are minimised and
overcome, there will be a more than corresponding improvement in the good
accomplishments. Not to mention the fact that your arrival in O. has undoubtedly
considerably encouraged also your sistcr and brother-in-law and has inspired other young
people on similar missions.

As for your mentioning the fact that no one seems interested in your work etc. surcly you
will admit that G-d whose knowledge and providence extends to everyone individually knows
and is interested in what you arc doing, especially as you are working in the field of education
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of Jewish children, boys and girls which is so much emphasised in the Torah, after all to teach
children to make a Brocha and to say the prayers etc. this is living Yiddish keit. (I need
hardly add too that I am interested in your work). Ifit scems to you that it has been left 1o
you to “carry the Ball” yoursell, it is surely only because there is confidence in you and that
since you have been sent to O. you undouboutley have the ability qualifications and initiative
to do your work without outside promptings etc.

Since one is only human, it is not unusual to relapse occasionally into a mood o [
discouragement. but as has been explained in the Tanya and in other sources, such a relapse
should only serve as a challenge to bring fourth additional inner reserves and energy (o
overcome the Tactics of the Yetzer Horah and to do even better than before.

I trust that since you wrote your letter your mood and outlook have considerably improved
and that this letter will find you in a completely different frame of mind. Nevertheless I am
sending vou this letter since one is only human and subject to changes of mind as mentioned
above.

Finally T want to say that the above should not be understood to meant that if you do find
yourselfin the above frame of mind that you should try to conceal it and not write about it for
our sages say that “he who has an anxicty should relate it to others” for getting something off
ones chest is a relief in itsell.

One should also bear in mind as the Old Rebbe stated most cmphatically in the laws of
learning and teaching children "Forah, that a person who is engaged in teaching children
"T'orah should cspecially take care of his health as this has a direct effect on the success of his
work. T trust therefore that you are looking after yourselfin matters of dict and rest and that
you will always be in a state of cheerfulness and gladness.

Hoping to hear good news [rom you

With blessing

M.Schneerson

"1/

By the Grace ol G-d
[ 2th Shevat, 5722

Blessing and Greeting:
Thank you for your letter of 27th T'eveth. 1 had regards also through Mr B, who visited
me a few days ago.

May G-d grant you mounting success in all your affairs, particularly in your educational
work, in a gratifying way and a happy [rame of mind.

No doubt you explained to the children, according to their understanding, about the
significance of Yud Shevat, and the inspiring devotion to the Torah and Mitzvoth which the
Ball haHiluo has bequeathed to us all.

With Blessing
By Nissan Mindel
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/18/

By the Grace of G-d
20th Shevat 5722
Brooklyn, N.Y.

Blessing and Greeting,

[ received your recent two letters.

The best way to cope with the problem is to show to those you mention in vour letter that
since you have developed a feeling for Lubavitch it has had a beneficial influence on you in
observing the Mitzvot with more Hiddur and in a greater measure of devotion and diligence
in your studies and in vour daily conduct in general. This is the best way to lessen the
opposition and to turn their attitude in your favour.

Needless to say, the above should be reflected also in your reaction to the attitude to those
persons whom the Torah obligates you to respect and honour. so that while you cannot
accept their viewpoint in this matter, it should be expressed in a respectful way in accordance
with the Torah.

This, together with the improvement in your whole way of life as above, will I hope bring
about the desired results.

I would also like 10 advise you that vou should avoid all discussions and debates on the
merits or demerits of Lubavitch, and in any case it is not by discussion but by example that
one can convince best, while in discussion it is often diflicult to avoid a wrong word etc.

Incidentally, it is already a matter of decades that the Nesiim of Lubavitch, my Father in
law and his Father of saintly memory have been on good terms with the Rabbeyim of Ger,
and when the present Gerer Rebbe’s brother and brother in law were here as well as other
close relatives, we have met in a most Iriendly atmosphere.

With Blessing
By Nissan Mindel

/19/
By the Grace of G-d
24th Nissan 5723
Brooklyn, N.Y.

Greeting and Blessing

[ received your letter of the 10th of Nissan, in which you describe your background
disposition etc.

By the experience which you deseribe, I trust that it is unnecessary to emphasize at length,
that whatever goal one sets himself up in life, or whatever career in whatever ficld, the
attainment of it entails devotion, diligence and eflort, as is written "Man 1s born to toil".

However, it is clear that the best promise for attainment and success lies in a field or area
where one has inborn gifts and capacitics, which have been inherited and arc closely
associated with family background ctc.

IFrom your description of your background and lamily, it is clear that your best chances
Noting success in life similarly await you in the line of connection with Torah. Of course, as
mentioned above, this, like every other goal in life entails effort and perseverance, the
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the natural order of things, should not be desired at all, or at any rate with less intensity, and
it should certainly be possible to curb the desire. But, where it explodes with such intensity as
in the story with R'Shmuel Munkes, where ordinarily the desire would not have found such
forceful expression it is an indication that something was wrong. It is otherwise, in the case of
the normal needs of the body, for although in this case too, there is the command that these
needs be fulfilled not because they are desired, but as acts of service dedicated to G-d, they
are into in themselves reprehensible.

The test of a thing can often be found in the net result. If it leads to discouragement and
Ahavas, it is clear that behind it, lurks the Yetzer Hora. The latter will not come straight (o a
Jew to dissuade him from the way of the Torah, for in that case no Jew will listen to the
Yetzer Hora. Instead, he veils it in a cloak of piety and Yiras Shomayim.

One final observation. Though sometimes, a person is capable of making a leap from one
status Lo another, this is unusual. The usual way is to advance steadily, step by step.

Therefore, until the goal is reached, one may be painfully aware that no one is still far
from perfection, but as long as one is determined t advance steadily, success and attainment

Yechidus

I. In response to an extremely lengthy letter introducing myself to the Rebbe for the first
time, telling the Rebbe about my life and family. . .

are assured.,

The Rebbe first words in Yechidus were “It is the job of a Jew to strengthen his
people”(seemingly unrelated to the contents of my letter).

2. In response to what extent black magic could be used upon me in my six months in the
far east. . .

The Rebbe assured me that neither white nor black magic can have any permanent effects.
Immediately the Rebbe continued by stressing the importance of studying Shulchan Oruch (as
if this itself is a remedy to the situation).

3. In response to my question how much to sleep at night the Rebbe responded : “Most
people need between six and eight hours a night. Few people can do with less than that. How
much you need is a question which your family doctor can answer, because he knows your
personal details.

However, even if you need as much as eight hours a night, this leaves you sixteen hours.
You need one and a-half hours for eating, one and a-half for D902 D127, which leaves
you thirteen hours. If these thirteen hours are used correctly you can become a N,

During a discussion about the type of school at which I should teach 930 T, the Rebbe
was worried that if I were to teach in a less orthodox Jewish school it might be harder for me
to find a shidduch. (I think that the Rebbe added that people might not think that I was so
frum).

As a matter of fact I did get a job in a very orthodox school and one of the teachers in that
school was instrumental in making my shiduch!

At times during the yechidus the Rebbe laughed or smiled in a knowing way as if to say
“You know the answer to this question yourself,so why ask me!”
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