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and to keep the Shemittah in the fullest measure.

* * %

To sum up, in practical terms39:

Since we are at the threshold of the new year, a year that is
a "Shabbos unto G-d4," and whose Rosh Hashanah is on Shabbos; a year:
that is associated with holiness and blessing and Oneg (pleasure),
it calls for a corresponding preparation in terms of a firm resolve
to fill each day of the coming year with matters that contain these
gualities, and in all three areas of Torxrah, Avodah (Tefilah) and chari-
table acts,40 all to be performed with Oneg.

It should also be emphasized here that in view of the fact that
the Shemittah Year - in respect of the4grohibition of agricultural
work - begins already a month earlier, in the month of Elul, it
follows that also the special conduct that the Shemittah Year calls
for should likewise begin in the menth of Elul, with emphasis on
action, which is the essential thing; namely, to put into effect the
higher level of Torah studies, more meticulous observance of the
Mitzvoth and greater devoutness in prayer. And this will bring even
more blessing and prosperity in their wake, now and throughout the
entire coming year. .

* X %

May G-d grant that everyone of us, in the midst of all our
Jewish people, should indeed resolve to carry out the above, in
keeping also with Ehe current Weekly42 sidrah Nitzovim-Vayelech:
"You are standing, 3 all of you,44 today before G-d, your G-d...
to enter into the Covenant of G-d, your G-4."

And may this be the preparation for the imminent fulfillment
of the Divine Promise in the section of Chumash corresponding to this
day of the week; "And G-d, your G-d will return your returnees...and
will bring you4 into the land,"46 which follows last week's reading;
"And it shall come_to pass (vehoyo) when you will enter into the land...
and dwell in it,"47 on which our Sages comment that vehoyo is an ex-
pression of joy,48 as well as an expression of imminent fulfillment,

At the true and complete Geulo through Moshiach Tzidkeinu,

When we will see the realization of the prophecies, "As in the
days of your coming out of Egypt"50 and "G-d will bring all our Jewish
people into His Holy Land, to the Beis Hamikdosh which His Right Hand
made, "5l when all the Mitzvoth, including also those of Shemittah,
will be carried out in all their details, with joy and gladness of heart.

With esteem and blessings for a
Kesivo vaChasimo Tovo, for a
Good and Sweet Year, both
materially and spiritually.

/Signed: Menachem Schneerson/
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Besides, also in the Diaspora the law of Shemittas Kesofiml7
(remission of debts) is in force, which emphasizes the spirit of
Shemittah also in the material aspects of life, particularly in inter-
human relationships (bein odom lachaveroi).

* % %

The essence of Shabbos is holinessl® - shabbos Kodesh, a holy
Shabbos, a day permeated with holiness, which, first of all expresses
itself in the cessation of all weekday activities: In regard to the
Sabbatical Year, Shemittah - in all agricultural activities, in the
field, vineyard, etc.; in regard to the day of Shabbos - cessation
from any kind of work, both in the house and in the field, as it is
written, "You shall not do any work."

Needless to say, one does not stop at not doing what is for-
bidden to do; toaether with this, it is necessary to actively fill the
day of Shabbos;"Z0 and ts do this in a way that "brings pleasure
(Oneg) into the Shabbos” 1. by way of the Torah and Mitzvoth. And
through all this G-d's blessings, both spiritually and materially,
are brought down, not only in the day of Shabbos, but also in all
the days of the week. For, the holiness of Shabbos goes together
with the blessing of Shabbos, as Torah declares: "and G-d blessed the
Seventh Day and made it holx’."22 ’ '

To put it another way.23 The general purpose of a human being
is, as written, "A man to toil is born"24 - toil, do useful work, and
to achieve good results., Shabbos25 cannot contradict this purpose,
G-d forbid. On the contrary, the "toil" of Shabbos is the true and
purposeful kind of toil, which_our Sages26 call the "toil of Torah"
(Torah meaning "instruction, "27 namely, the fulfillment of the Mitzvoth,
including the Mitzvo of learning Torah in a manner that leads to ac-
tion28), and the “toil of Tefilah (prayer)."23 Therefore, come Shab-
bos, 30 when a Jew is free from weekday activities, it is filled with
Mitzvoth (even the ordinary activities of eatin?, drinking, sleeping
become a Mitzvo, - the Mitzvo of One Shabbos) 3! with additional time
for Torah study,32 for more devout prayer, with appropriate prepa-
ration that prayer calls for. And this is, as mentioned above, the
true Oneg Shabbos (aside from the pleasurable anticipation of the
reward and blessings that come with the observance of Shabbos).

The same is true34 of the Year of Shemittah: both in regard
to the Jew's Shabbos-like conduct during this year, utilizing the
"released" time from work for additional Mitzvoth, Torah and prayers;-
as well as in regard to the influence of the Shemittah Year throughout
all the "week™ - years of the cycle.

And if this is so in regard to any Shemittah Year, it is cer-
tainly more compelling so in regard to the coming year, which has a
Sabbatical "head," as mentioned above. Surely, such a year should be
filled with a greater measure of goodness and holiness - over and
above the usual obligation of "keeping all matters of holiness on the
upgrade."36

) Moreover, since both the Shabbos day and Shabbos year remind us37
that G-d is the Creator and Masteﬁ of the world, and of all that is in
it, including man, it is certain3® that He provides every Jew and all
Jews with the fullest capacity which is necessary to keep the Shabbos,
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770 Eastern Parkway BRI

Brooklyn. N Y. 1213
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By the Grace of G-d
Second Day of the_Week of
Nitzovim-Vayelech

18th of Elul,2 5739
Brooklyn, N.Y.

To the Sons and Daughters of
Our People Israel, Everywhere -
G-d bless you all,

Greeting and Blessing:

Reflecting on the coming new year,3 and on the preparation which
it calls for, one becomes aware that each new year has a dual dimension:
one is the general significance that each new year shares with all new
years - as a new year; the other is the special significance, which is
related to the specific features of the particular year, whereby it
is distinguished from the others.4 It is on the special significance
of the coming new year - 5740 - that we shall dwell here.

The special significance of the coming year is th%t it is the
"seventh> year, the year of Shemittah," which the Torah,® Toras Emes
(so called, because it illuminates everything7 with the Divine Truth),
designates as a "Shabbos unto G-d," a "Sabbatical year dedicated to
the Almighty."8

. A second point which emphasizes even more pointedly the special
character of the coming year is that the first day of the year, the
first day of Rosh Hashanah, occurs on Shabbos. And, as it has often
been pointed out, "Rosh Hashanah" is not only the "beginning” of the
year, but alia the "head" (Rosh)? of the year, meaning, that just as the
head directs all activities of the body, so must the good resolutions
of Rosh Hashanah dominate each and all the days of the entire year.

Hence it is doubly significant that the coming Sabbatical Year
also has a Sabbatical "head."”

At the same time it should be noted that although the distinction
of the coming Xear in respect of Shemittah is primarily connected with
Eretz Yisroel,l? and with the holiness of our Holy Land, where all the
laws of Shemittah are in force, above all the Shemittah ("release") of
our land, fields, vineyards, etc., from any agricultural activity -

It has been explained on many occasionsl3 that a Jew, wherever
he is, is expected in his everyday life, especially in his spiritual
life, to transform his environment - his home as well as his surround-
ings - into a (spiritual) "Eretz Yisroel." 1In other words, since Eretz
Yisroel is a "land on which G-d's eyes rest continuously, from the
beginning of the year to the end of the year"l4 - a similar atmosphere
of G-dliness must permeate every Jewish home and all around it, to the
extent of breathing15 the very "air of Eretz Yisroel,"l6 yherever a
Jew is,
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O.TSAR.

) W) .
-~ JEWISH ADVOCACY GROUP FOR RETARDED CHILDREN.

144-11 70 Road
Flushing, New York 11367
(212) 263-3471

Febgpéry 26, 1982

Rabbi Groner

Lubavitch - :
770 Eastern Parkway
‘Brooklyn, NY 11213

Dear Rabbl Gremer,

On behalf of the parents of OTSAR ("Jewish Advocacy
for the BRetarded”™) and myself we would like to extend a
personal invitation to theée Lubaviteher Rebbe, Shiita to
atténd our first Mf{lava Malke, 12 Adar, 5742. Our guest
speaker will be Rabbi Dr. Immasnuel Jakoboviz, Chlef Rabbl
of the United Kingdom.

Our friend and colleague, Dr. Robert Wilkeg,has in-
formed us that only recently one of our parents, Mrs, P.
Gaffney together with Dr. G. Schwartz and Dr. Wilkes spoke"
at a Beth Rivka Parents Assocliation meeting in Crown Heights
on December 8, 1981; and that the Lubavitch school prin-
cipals from Brooklyn have been working closely with Rabbi
Martin Schloss regarding workshops on 'learning disabilities’
and resource rooms®' for either Jewish or English studies
or both,

It was on 22 Av, $739 that Rabbi Menachem Schneerson,
Shlita sent Dr. Wilkes a comprehensive and sympathetic
statement that encouraged all of us to include our speclal
sons and daughters in all aspects of Yiddishkeit, That
letter was the beginning--the catalyst--which induced other
Rabbis and communal leaders to take a public stand; and
it was agaln the Lubavitcher Rebbe, Shlita, who sent us words
of support and blessing when together with Federation ~of
Jewish Philanthropies we conducted a historic major cltym
wlde conference on the needs of our Jewish developmentally
handicapped. Once agaln, we come to the Lubavitcher Rebbe,
Shlita, and the Lubavitch community to ask for your prayers,.
your concern, and your active participation.

Please feel free to contact Dr., Wilkes, who will, I'm
certain, be ready and prepared to do whatever he can to
facilitate your efforts,

. We hope and pray, _w-lbrﬁ(‘_.‘ 63"3 help, that our work
n behalf of our special children will merit the coming of
Moshiach, o s : R

Bgspéctfully'yours.

A
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Let me be candid. A few weeks prior to the conference
(I had informed Rabbi Groner) I was greatly discouraged by
the fact that some orthodox groups, rather abruptly, withdrew
their support: due to sharp differences in religious perspectives
(or principles). I had no idea that our community was so polarized:
that various parties have such little respect for each other's
viewpoints. Why is it so difficult for our religious groups
to accept their own philosophy and practice while at the same
time accept (and respect) the contribution that another group
can make to Judaism? (I secretly thought that this conference -
at which time we all would sit down together as a unified
community - would increase the sense of unity within our
community and thereby speed the arrival of the Meshiach.)
Negertheless, I left the conference with a feeling of hope
and verve.

There was one question, however, raised by a mother that
made us pause and reflect as to the nature of our existence:
If the primary purpose of existence is to fulfill G-d's command-
ments; and if a Jew is unable, from childhood, to carry out
any of these commandments because of severe physical and mental
limitations; what then is the purpose (or meaning) of his/her
existence? I would be most appreciative if you would respond
to this question.

All our children are entitled to be educated Jewishly.
With G-d's help all our goals and dreams for our children will
become a reality in our generation. )

Once again, thank you for your concern and understanding.

Sipcerely yours,
Bt Wil few

Robert Wilkes, DSW

Member of Pederation's

Planning Committee For '
The Retarded - 743-4100,Ext.610,61

P.S. Copies ofyour first letter written to me on 22 Av, 5739 as well
as your message and greetings to the conference participants
were included in a kit distributed to each participant. Enc-
losed is a conference kit. Your message was read by myself
immediately after our dinner on Wednesday, December 10th.

" We also learned that you had just a few days previously
endorsed the UJA-Federation campaign. Both your endorse-
mnent and messageqenerated a sense of excitement and challenge
that enhanced our deliberations.

cc: Rabbi Dr. Benjamin Sharfman, Chairman
Rabbi Isaac Trainin, Director, Religious Affairs Committee
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December 29, 1980

Rabbi Menachan M. ‘Schneerson
770 Eastern Parkway
Brooklyn, N.Y. 11213

Dear Rabbi Schneerson:

The conference (attended by about 250 persons) on "Serving
The Jewish Retarded Issues and Needs," sponsored by Federation
of Jewish Philanthropies, is over but our work has really just
begun. We will again meet on January 15, 1981 to review what .
has been accomplished and what we must do in the days ahead.

At the conclusion of our conference, we made a number of
recommendations -~ a few of them are:

1. Pederation has to sponsor .more group homes (with
Kosher Kitchens) for the retarded;

2. Pederation has to allocate more funds to all aspects
of Jewish education including special education;

3. We have to influence Hebrew Day Schools not to utilize
I.Q. tests to disqualify children and thereby deprive
them of a Jewish education;

4, We have to support the UJA - Federation campaign since
we cannot expect 'to take' without also 'giving,'

5. We must continue to request the various Boards of Rabbis
throughout the city to issue proclamations in behalf of
our Jewish retarded and dev:lormantally handicapped.

It was a remarkable conference! I have not had the
opportunity to attend many Federation conferences but I can -
say with pride that for two days (Dec. 10th and 11th) all the
participants - Jews from all walks of life - spoke about the
very same things you had noted in your message: Torah,
Mitzvahs and Yiddeshkeit.
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fellow Jews in their surroundings, and generally keep in touch with reality.
Even if mentally they may not fully grasp the meaning of these rituals, sub-
consciously they are bound to feel at home in such an environment, and in
many cases could participate in such activities also on the conscious level.

To cite one striking example from actual experience during the Festival of
Succos this year. A?tLis well known, Lubavitch activists on this occasion reach
out to many Jews with Lulov and Esrog, bringing to them the spirit of the
Season of Our Rejoicing, This year being a year of Hakhel, I urged my
followers to extend this activity as much as possible, to include also Nursing
Homes and Senior Citizens' Hotels, as well as other institutions. I was
asked, what should be the attitude and approach to persons who are senile

or confused, etc. I replied - all the more reason to reach out to them in
this tangible way. Well, the reports were profoundly gratifying. Doctors
and nurses were astonished to see such a transformation: Persons who had
spent countless days in silent immobility, deeply depressed and oblivious

to everything around them, the moment they saw a young man walk in with

a Lulav and Esrog in his hand suddenly displayed a lively interest, eagerly
grasped the proferred Mitzvah- objects, some of them reciting the blessings
from memory, without prompting. The joy in their hearts shone through
their faces, which had not known a smile all too long.

One need not look for a mystical explanation of this reaction. Understandably,
the sight of something so tangible and clearly associated with the joy of
Succos evidently touched and unlocked vivid recollections of experiences

that had permeated them in earlier years. ’

If there is much that can be done along these lines for adult and senior Jews
in special situations, how much more so in regard to special children, when
every additional benefit, however seemingly small, in their formative years
will be compounded many times over as they grow older. In their case it

is even more important to bear in mind that while they may be handicapped
in their mental and intellectual capacity, and indeed because of it, every
poasible emphasis should be placed on the tangible and audio-visual aspects
of Jewish education in terms of the actual practice of Mitzvos and religious
observances ~ ag I have discussed this and related aspects at greater length
in my correspondence with Dr.R. Wilkes of the Coney Island Hospital.

There is surely no need to elaborate on all above to the participants in the
Conference, whose Rabbinic, academic, and professional qualifications in

the field of Jewish Education and social services makes them highly sensitive
to the problems at hand. 1 hope and pray that the basic points herein made
will serve as guidelines to focus attention on the cardinal issues, and that

this Conference will, as e ntioned earlier, mark a turning point in attitude,
and even more importantly in action vis-a-vis Jewish Education, long overdue.

With prayerful wishes for Hatzlocho, and with
esteem and blessing/\,t(
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770 Eastern Parkway
Brooklyn. N. Y. 11213

Lubavitch THMRIAN?

PN IYBDE 770
23,

493-9250

By the Grace of G-d
9 Kislev, 5741
Brooklyn, N.Y.

To All Participants in the

Major Conference for the Jewish Community
On Issues and Needs of Jewish Retarded ‘
New York City,

Greeting and Blessing:

I was pleased to be informed of the forthcoming Conference., I trust it
will mark a turning point in the attitude of community leaders to. Jewish
education in general, and to so-called Special Education in particular.

In any discussion relating to the wellbeing of the Jewish community, the
primary, indeed pivotal, issue should surely be Jewish Identity - that
which truly unites our Jewish people and gives us the strength to survive
and thrive in a most unnatural, alien, and all to#gften hostile environment,

Historically - from the birth of our nation to this day - Jewish identity,in
the fullest sense of this term, has been synonymous with traditional
Torah-Judaism as our way of life in everyday living. Other factors com-
monly associated with a national identity, such as language, territory,
dress, etc., could not have played a decisive role in Jewish survival, since
these changed from time to time and from place to place. The only factor .
that has not changed throughout ‘our long history has been the Torak' nEﬁflitzvos
which are "our life and the length of our days. " The same Tefillin, Tzitzis,
Shabbos and Yom-Tov have been observed by Jews everywhere in all gener-
ations. Clearly there is no substitute for the Torah-way as the source and
essence of our Jewish people.

Recognizing this prima facie fact, means recognizing that Jewish survival
depends on the kind of Education that develops and nourishes Jewish identity
in the fullest measure. And this must surely be the highest priority of all
communal services,

With regard to Jewish retarded - parenthetically, I prefer some such term
as "special" people, not simply as a euphemism, but because it would more
accurately reflect their situation, especially in view of the fact that in many
cases the retardation is limited to the capacity to absorb and assimilate
knowledge, while in other areas they may be quite normal or even above
average - the Jewish identity factor is even more important, not only per se
but also for its therapeutic value. The actual practice of Mitzvos in the
everyday life provides a tangible way by which these special people of all
ages can, despite their handicap, identify with their families and with other
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RABBI MENACHEM M. SCHNEERSON
Lubavitch
770 Eastern Parkway
Brooklyn. N. Y. 11213

493-9250

Dr. R, Wilkes, DSW
Chairman, Brooklyn

Region 11 Council for The Reta
c/o Coney Island Hospital

2601 Ocean Parkway

Brooklyn, N, Y. 11235

Greeting and Blessing:

ing Conference.

Since the matter is of the

May G-d grant that every
most along the lines suggested
since we have the promise of D
efforts. ’

W.ith esteem and

Y%
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By the Grace of G-d
9th of Kislev, 5741
Brooklyn, N. Y.

rded

This is to acknowledge receipt of your letter of Nov,
13th, with the enclosures in connection with the forthcom-

greatest importatice, I have

taken time out, despite the pressure of duties, to respond
with the enclosed message. You can also supplement it with
my past correspondence with you on this subject,

one of us should do the ut-
in my message, especially
ivine aid in all such good

blesmgy?(' Lo
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To: Rabbi Menachem M. Schneerson (continued):

effective educational campaigns but also it was your letter (which
Rabbi Shmuel Butman published in its entirety in the June 20th

issue of the Jewish Press) which gave Dr.Sharfman and myself (and
Dr. Sharfman's son-in-law Rabbi Dr. Gerald Schwartz) the inspiration
and credibility to do all the necessary groundwork that must be done
to organize such a major conference.

May I take this opportunity to once again thank you for your
continued interest and support. You can feel free to respond to
either myself or to Dr. Sharfman. ' .

Wishing you and your entire family a very happy and healthy
New Year.

Respectfully yours,
Kotat Wl fezs

Robert Wilkes, DSW
Chairman, Brooklyn
Region 11 Council For
The Retsrded

cc.: Rabbi Dr. B. Sharfman,: c/o Ghild Development Center at Coney
Island Hospital, 2601 Ocean Parkway, Brooklyn, New York 11235

Rabbi Isaac Trainin, Director, Department of Religious .
Affairs, Federation of Jewish Philhthropies of New York,
130 East 59th Street, New York, N.Y. 10022
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August 12,1980

Rabbi Menachem M. Schneerson
Lubavitch

770 Eastern Parkway,
Brooklyn, New York 11213

Dear Rabbi Schneerson:

Rabbi Dr. Benjamin Bharfman, chairmen of Federation's pro-
spective conference on issues and needs of the Jewish retarded,
has given me the honor and privilege to invite you (and/or your
representatives) to address this conference. The conference will
be held, with G-d's help, on December 10th (from 4P.M.- 8 P.M.)
and on December 11th (from 9 A.M.- 4 P.M.).

What should be remarkable about this conference is that not
only will the participants be discussing how to make all aspects
of Jewish living (e.g., education, community living, recreation,
worship) available to the developmentally disabled individual and
his/her family but also the participants, perhaps for the first-
time for a "Jewish" conference, will represent a very broad spectrum
of Jewish communal, educational, and religious organizations. As
of this date, the conference will be assisted by such diverse groups
as Agudath Israel of America, Torah Umesorah-National Society for
Hebrew Day Schools, Board of Jewish Education (a Federation agency),
and The Association of Orthodox Jewish Parents of the Retarded.

Since the conference's planning committee iB-still putting
the finishing touches on the structure and scheduling of. the
conference, official publicity material has not been printed.
Even the exact site for the conference has not been decided upon
except that it will be somewhere in Manhattan. Rabbi Dr. Moshe
Tendler has agreed to be the keynote speaker on Wednesday, December 10th
at 4:30 P.M. followed by a panel response. The core of the con-
ference will consist of workshops: 1) communal and professional
attitudes, 2) services needed, ,3) Jewish identity and education,
and 4) funding for services and facilities. The leaders or moderators
of these workshops will be Rabbis, educatérs; social workers,
parents of the retarded, and administrators.

It is no secret that the Lubavitch movement —- perhaps more than
any other Jewish group -- has emphasized the critical significance
of Jewish education for all Jewish boys and girls as well as the
overall need-of Yiddishkeit for all Jews. We would welcome &
statement from jou prepared for this occasion: to be read at the
conference by either yourself or.by a representative. You may
also consider the possibility of sending a specially prepared taped
message. FPlease feel free to consider any form of communication
which you thiik would be most meaningful.

The reason why Rabbi Dr. Benjamin Sharfman and I want so much
to have you and/or your emissaries involved with what we believe will
turn out to be a most stimulating and challenging conference is not
only because of the Lubavitch's long-standing record of conducting
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I am convinced that if our Jewish community can provide for
‘t:he education and the well-being of 8ll of our children, we will
‘merit the coming of the M::.shlach.

Thank you for your cooperation.

Sincerely yours,
Robert Wilkes, DSW
Chairman, Region II

Council For Mental
Retardation

*I could not think of any other phrase which could adequately
describe or characterize the Lubuvitche Rebbe. Although I

am not an orthodox Jew, I still feel a close and warm attachment
to Rabbi Schneerson. Perhaps it is his deep and abiding caring
for all Jews that has given me (and I'm sure to many others!) the
inspiration and vigor to do what I'm doing.

RW/ma
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Region II Council For Mental
Retardation

April 3, 1980

Rabbi Shmuel M. Butman
Jewish Press

338 - 32rd Avenue
Brooklyn; N.Y. 11215

Dear Rabbi Butman:

The reason I've waited this long to send you the enclosed
material including the exchange of letters between Rabbi Menachem
Mendel Schneerson and myself is twofold: (a) only recently
received Rabbi Schneerson's letter - dated 13 Tishrei -~ which
gives me permission to disseminate his correspondence; and, (b).
Just received the minutes from Rabbi Isaac N. Trainin (Pederation
of Jewish Philanthropies) which documents Federation's decision
to sponsor a major conference vis & vis the needs of the Jewish
retarded and his/her family in October/November 1980.

In some of the letters that I wrote I have underlined these
sentences which reflect the essence of my thinking - my way of ¢
letting you kmow what I would like you to emphasize. On the other
band, where I prefer you not to quote me I have put sentences in
{brackets). :

Since Rabbi Schneerson's letter (dated 22 Av, 5739) is, to my

" knowledge, the only *statement' issued on the subject ef retardation
by an *'outstanding Torah authority,' I would hope that the Jewish
Press would give his words prominence the week your column gets
published. Perhaps that week the Jewish Press can have an editorial
which challenges the practice of testing preschool children for
enrollment in Hebrew Day Schools. The paper can also list services
(with telephone numbers and names of contact persons) available to
families 'of retarded and developmentally disabled individuals.

In other words, I think our Jewish community has to Tecognize -
Jes ~ we want and need Jewish scholars - but, in the final analyses,
what counts is that our people care about each other, respect each
other, and appreciate each other's contribution irrespective of one's
'intelligence quotientd o

This is one issue - the love and care of Jewish handicapped
children - that can bring all Jews together. I felt very reassured
when Rabbi Schneerson in one of his letters explained that with.
every Divine obligation (mitzvah) there is the capacity to fulfill
that obligation. There is no question that we will need not only
"funds" but the energy and the will to modify our opinions, to
think about issues which we may prefer not to deal with, and to
tolerate honest differences of opinion.
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Your correspondence has been for me a great source of pride
and honor: which has given me a greater sense of hope that onpe day
all Jews will treat each other with respect and compassion. Please
feel free to call me should you need additional information. If you
would like to discuss anything in this letter in more detail , I would
be available to meet with you or your representatives. -

Let me take this opportunity to wish you and your family a very
happy and healthy Purim.

Respectfully yours,

TRt Wilkea
Robert Wilkes, Dsw
Chairman, Region II
Council For Mental
Retardation

Enc.
RW/ma




individual. From what I have recently learned, neighborhcods such
as Coney Island, Brighton Beach, Sheepshead Bay which have either
none or very few community reddences for the retarded will begin

to feel rather heavy pressure to open community homes (usually from
8 ~ 10 residents per/home)in their respective areas.

What is ominous is the fact that whereas previously Jewish
agencies could recruit Jewish clients, the pressure to create more
and more community residences within a fixed time period has allowed
state officials to "pre-~select” which clients are to be chosen for
any given residence. In other words, private, voluntary agencies
are finding that, if they want to obtain funds to operate a community
residence for the retarded, they must "accept" the clients chosen by
the state authorities. I have attempted without success to call
Sanford Solender, Executive Vice-President of Federation of Jewish
Philanthropies,to alert him to this new development so that he can
use whatever political connections he has available to him to express
his concern:that Jewish agencies not be prevented from serving prim-
arily Jewish retarded individuals. Only Jewish agencies have Kosher
Kitchens in their community residences. _

_ There are so many things I want to write about - I am afraid of
turning this letter into a lengthy essay. Another development which
is ominous but regretfully not new is the fact that many Hebrew Day
Schools "test" ¢hildren with I.Q. tests to determine if this or that
child has the intellectual ability to be enrolled in their school.
If the answer is "no", then the parents have to- "shop" around for
another Yeshiva - which may also have a policy of testing children
prior to enrollment. Although I am not against psychological tests
if and only if they are utilized to help a teacher or a pareant on
how to best approach a particular child who may be experiencing
difficulty in a subject, I find it almost impossible to believe
that our Jewish community has adopted this practice of selecting
"who" will be exposed to Torah and who will not. Perhaps the best
word I can find to describe my feelings about this practice is
“"appalled." To my dismay, this practice is widespread and not
easily changed. But I am determined to do what I can to change it
no matter how long it takes. .

Let me conclude this letter by informing you that in the weeks
ahead a number of people such as Rabbi Schloss, orthodox Jewish
mothers, and other concerned individuals are planning to get together
to begin to coordinate our efforts so that whatever we do will have
the maximum impact. I have been very fortunate to have two vexry good
friends (who also happen to be my colleagues at Coney Island Hospital),
Dr. (Rabbi) Benjamin Sharfman and his son-in-law Dr. (Rabbi) Gerald
Schwartz, both psychologists, who have inspired me to "move" the
Jewish community always another step higher on the rungs of charity.
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K—MW” mon e o Lee (wpe S0 YD TIT mnpon non %—\




f7a)\

(—erm mon e P e (/e S0 YD 13T npon N

how to cook special holiday dishes. To Rabbi Schloss' credit he
includes in hig activities not only the retarded individual but
their families. His program was only a few weeks in existence
when it spread like wild fire throughout the city that 'finally'
there is a Rabbi who loves the retarded and who wants to give
them an opportunity to experience Yiddishkeit.

!

At about the same time Rabbi Schloss was demonstrating the
need for a religious program, three Jewish orthodox mothers of
retarded children (Mrs. R. Feinerman, Mrs. £ Gaffney, Mrs. T.
Stone) began to organize other orthodox mothers with retarded-
children. The response to their request for a meeting was over-
whelming. They received hundreds of phone calls from Jewish
mothers throughout the city and even from other states: all of
whom had one thing in common: the desire to see our Jewish community
to do more for its developmentally handicapped children (retarded,
epileptic, cerebral palsy, brain injured, autistic). They have had
two or three meetings. I have sent them some material including
your letter. What these mothers find most frustrating and anguish-
ing is that they would like to see their children in a "Yeshiva"
learning Chanukah songs rather than Christmas carols. Even more

. heartbreaking is the fact that some prominent orthodox Rabbis have
publicly made extremely insensitive remarks about the retarded.

Another positive development is that Federation of Jewish
Philanthropies (I have had meetings with Rabbi I. Trainin and
Rabbi S. Sharfman) will soon distribute a new brochure that lists
all of its services for the Jewish retarded individual and his
family. For some time many Jewish families were under the impression
that Federation had nothing to offer their developmentally handicapped
children. In addition, bbis Sharfman and Trainin expressed interest
in sponsoring a major conference on the Jewish retarded child: so
that perhaps for the first time we can publicly acknowledge that our
Jewish community has retarded children who need all of our help.

What are some of the more ominous developments? Throughout
the city there will be an increasing push to create small community
group homes for-the retarded. There is a legal document referred to
as the "Willowbrook Consent Decree”which stipulates that by 1981 a
certain number (in the thousands) of retarded individuals must be
living in these community residences throughout New York City. It
is a good decree because it will give many retarded people a chance
to live hopefully,like a human being.

In Brooklyn, where there are already about 35-40 group homes
in operation, 47 more such residences (under the sponsorship of
private, voluntary agencies) will be opening within a year. About
20 additional homes will be sponsor:d by the state -- in all like-
lihood, the state will care for the nonambulatory, multihandicapped
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NEW YORK CITY HEALTH AND HOSPITALS CORPORATION

CONEY ISLAND HOSPITAL

2601 OCEAN PARKWAY « BROOKLYN, NEW YORK 11235 » 212-743-4100
Extiec ¢y

Brooklyn Region ITI Council For
Mental Retardation

" February 19, 1980

Rabbi Menachem M. Schneerson
770 Eastern Parkway
Brooklyn, N.Y. 11213

Dear Rabbi Schneerson:

In a rather short period of time (since we last exchanged.
letters) there have been a number of exciting developments such
as additional services being created for the Jewish retarded
individual but-at the same time - some new developments which
may in the long run prove detrimental to our objective of giving
"special” care to the needs of the Jewish retardate and his/her
family. Before I list and explain some of these exciting and
positive developments as well as some of the mcre ominous concerns,
I want to let you know that I did make the effort to write you again
but my letter probably never reached you (attached is a copy of my
letter dated 9/19/79?. Although I have shown your statement to
many different people (Jewish as well as non-Jewish), I have not
sent it to any publications because I wanted to first get your
written authorization. '

A few weeks ago I received a call from a columnist from the
Jewish Press - who I believe writes a weekly column called “Challenge" -
who wanted to publish your letter (I forgot to ask him how he got hold
of it). I informed him that, since I hadn't received your permission,
he should first get in touch with you. Let me say this: by your letter
appearing in the Jewish Press, which has a rather larger readership,
it would give many families with handicapped children a tremendous
feeling of comfort and support. And families with retarded children
nee? all the support they can get just to "keep going" from day to
day

What are some of the exciting new developments? Federation of
Jewish Philanthropies has decided to expand, on a full-time basis,
their religious/cultural program started by a young, dynamic, and
very competent orthodox Rabbi (Martin Schloss). Rabbi Schloss and
his dedicated staff assist Jewish retarded men and women, many of
whom are severely retarded, in Jewish living - e.g., celebrating
Chanukah by lighting the menorah, ::.nging Chanukah songs, learning
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" ;By the Grace of (-d
‘Brooklyn, N. Y.

Dr. R. W1lkes..DSd

Chairman, Region II Cc neil for
_ Mental Retardat.on

Coney Island Hospital -

2601 Ocean Pkway.

Brooklyn N. Y. 11235

Greeting and Blessinﬁs

months ago, I have not heard from you.

ate your letting mq "know about it.
With all good wishes, and

With blessing, Q‘-" oeerln i

\'Y) . (‘#"\‘/KJ:- (D% \

.

“2ncd of Shevat, 5740 .
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- Since our exchange of correspondence scme

I an interestec to know if there have been
any developments 1r regard to the sub ject matter
of eur correspondcrce. and, if so, would appreci-
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RABBI MENACHEM M. SCHNEERSON
Lubawitch
770 EASTERN PARKWAY
BROOKLYN, N.Y. 11213 .

I Dr. Robert Wilkes, DSW
i Chairman, Brooklyn
{ Region 11 Council for The Retarded
c/o Coney Island Hospital
2601 Ocean Parkway
Brooklyn, N. Y. 11235
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Thug, in the final analysis, it is largely a matter of peraonax will and determination.

With esteem and blessing
of Chag Someiach: ’

. ca e
[ARS L ST D

P.S, :
I take the liberty of enclosing a copy of my New Year message, inwhich the
significance of the New Year, 5740 as a "Year of Sabbath" is more fully discussed

P.P.S,

I note in the zerox copy of my letter, which you enclosed with yours,
that the word "yet" - added by hand (P, 2, 8 line from bottom ), as well as the
line underscoring the word "tangible" (Beg. P. 3) does not appear clear, No
doubt this will be rectified in the other copies.
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By the Grace of G-d
13 Tishrei, 5740
Brooklyn, N,Y,

Dr. R. Wilkes, DSW

Chairman, Region I Council for Mental Retardation
~Coney Island Hospital

Brooklyn, N,Y,

Greeting and Blessing:

Because of the intervening High Holidays, my acknowledgment of your- letter of
Sept. 19th has been somewhat delayed. :

Of course you have my permission to disseminate my letter, if it can serve a
uwseful purpose in promoting the cause of education in general, and of the 'special
children" in particular. Indeed, since every child is special and deserves special
attention, how much more so those who are "slower" that others.

However, if the letter is to be disseminated, an important reservation must be
‘added, which though self evident to a person like yourself; may not be self evident
;o others, and therefore must be clearly stated to them, hhnce was- not mentxoned

‘in my letter ta you. . -

_It ig that in all that has been said in regard to Jewish children - it is first necessaxy
tuafanfy the requirement of the Halacha in regards to these children - depending on
their age and their level of comprehension to make sure that the facilities meet

" these requirements in terms of Kashrus, Sha}b 7 Teffilin, etc.

. Y . .
o xdd u timely note a propos of the New Year, which is a "Seventh Year, a Year -
- of Shemittah' (Sabbatical Year), and also began on the day of the. holy Sabbath, the
‘thain characteristic of the Sabbath day is that it is a day of Mdelight" (One g) for
" young and old, as it is written, ''You shall call the Sabbath a delight " whlch by
- extension, also characterizes the entire New Year.

‘Hence, if there are clnldren and adults who, for whatever reason are in a situation
which precludes them from enjoying the ''Sabbath" delight, it behooves anyone who
becomes aware of this to do everything possible to enable them to participate in this
delightful experience. The fact that the knowledge of the existing situation has reached

——gertain organizations and individuals - and everything is by Divine Providence, is a
further indication that they are in a position to act on this knowledge. Should there be"
any difficulties, even real ones and not exaggerated or imagined, it enly means that
they have been commensurate capacities to overcome them, For as with all Divine
commandments, the obligation is given together with the capacity to carry it out.

\\v/ =/
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and tangible wa y, such as in the actual performance of Mitzvos, customs

_ and traditions - it would give him a sense of belonging and attachment, and
a firm anchorage to hold on to, whether consciously or subconsciously,
Eventually even a subconscious feeling of inner security would pass into
the conscious state, especially if the teacher will endeavor to cultivate and
‘fortify this feeling .

I am, of course, aware of the arguments that my be put forth in
regard to this idea, namely, that it would require additional funding, qualified
personnel, etc., not readily available at present, To be sure, these are
arguments that have a basis in fact as things now stand, However, the real
problem Is not so much the lack of resources as the prevailing attitude that
considers the Jewish angle as of secondary importance, or less; consequently
the effort to remedy the situation is commensurate, resulting in a self- -
fulfilling prophecy. ‘The truth of the matter {is that if the importance of it
would be seen in its true light - that it is an essential factor in the development
of the retarded Jewish child, in addition to our elementary obligatlon to all
Jewish children without exception, the results would be quite different.

Perhaps all the aforesaid is not what you had in mind in soliciting my
views on “group homes." Nevertheless, I was impelled to dwell on the
subject at some Jength, not only because it had to be said, but also because
it may serve as a basis for solving the controversy surroundmg the creation
of "group homes" for those children who are presently placed in an environ-
ment often quite distant from the individual's home and community - to
paraphrase your statement

Finally a concluding remark relating to your laudatory reference to the
Lubavitc h movement, "with its deep concern for every Jewish individual's
welfare," etc,

Needless to say, such appreciation is very gratifying, but [ must confess
and emphaslze that this is not an original Lubavitch idea, for it is basic to

e o e = i

with the accent on “as yourself," since every.person surely has a very

special, personal approach to himself. To the credit of the Lubavitch emissarie:
it may be said, however, that they are doing all they can to implement and

live by this Golden Rule of the Torah, and doing it untiringly and enthuslastxcally.

—— iy ———— — > ——

your sincerc efforts to kelp them in their need, especially in your capa sity
as Regional Chairman of the Council For Mental Retardation, stand youin
good stead to succeed in the fullest measure and stimulate your dedication
for even greater achievements.
With est d 7
esteem an blessmg.m'\yL

/w\ B2 0 Dl
?




. fea o~
r——'@b Toonn R e (Wyye SO YD 3T AMOOR RTOn %—

-2-

worker and educator, so it ig important that the trainees themselves should
be encouraged - both by word and the manner of their training - to feel con-
fident that they are not, G-d forbid, 'cases,' much less unfortunate or hope-
less cases, but that their difficulty is considered, as above, only temporary,
gnd that with a concerted effort of instructor and trainee the desired improve-
ment could be speeded and enhanced,

* (3) Needless to say, care should be taken not to exaggerate expectations
through far-fetched promises, for false hopes inevitably result in deep dis-
enchantment, loss of credibility and other undesirable effects. However, a
way can surely be found to avoid raising false hopes, yet giving guarded en-
couragement,

(4) As part of the above approach which, as far as I hknow has not been
used before, is to involve(some ofithe trainees in some form of leadership,
psuch as captains of teams, group leaders, and the like, without arousing the
jealousy of the others. The latter could be avoided by making such selecations
on the basis of seniority, special achievement, exemplary conduct, etc.

{5) With regard to the efforts which have been made in recent years to
ereate "'group homes" for retarded individuals, which, as you say, has been
8 source of controversgy - it is to be expected that,as in most things in our
imperfect world, there are pros and cons, However, | believe that the ap-
proach should be the same a8 in the case of all pupils or students who spend
part of their time in group environments - school, dormitory, summer camp,
etc., and part of their time in the midst of their fa milies, whether every .
day, or at weekends, etc, Only by individual approach and evaluation can it
be determined which individual fits into which category,

(6) There is surely no need to emphasize at length that, as in all cases
involving Jews, their specific Jewish needs must be taken into account. This
is particularly true in the cased of retarded Jewish children, yet all too
often disregarded. There is unfortunately a prevalent mi sconception that
since you are dealing with retarded children, having more limited caps bilities,
they should not be "burdened" with Jewish education on top of their general
education, s0 as not to overtax them. In my opinion this is a fallacious and
detrimental attitude, especially in light of what has been said above about
the need to avoid impressing the child with his handicap. Be it remembered
that a child coming from a Jewish home probably has brothers and sisters,
or cousins and friends, who receive a Jewish education and are exposed to
chish observances. Even in the American society, where observant Jews
are not.in the majority, there is always som~ measure of Jewish experience,
or Jewish angle, in the child's background. Now therefore, if the retarded
¢hild sees or feels that he has beensingled out and removed from that experience,
or when he will eventually find out that he is Jewish, yet deprived of his
Jewish identity and heritage - it is very likely to cause irreparable damage
to him,

On the other hand, if the child is involved is-involved in Jewish education
and activities - and not in some general and peripheral way, but in a regular
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By the Grace of G-d
22 Av, 5739
Brooklyn, N, Y.

Mr. R, Wilkes, Asst, Program Director/
Chairman, Region II Council For Mental Retardation
Coney Island Hospital

2601 Ocean Parkway, Brooklyn, N,Y, 11235

Greetiz;g and Blessing:

This is in reply to your letter of Aug. 9, in which you ask for my views
on “the care and education of Jewish retarded children, " ocilining some of
the problems connected therewith and prevalining policies, ete.

I must, first of all, make one essential observation, namely, that while
the above heading places all the retarded in one group, it would be a gross
fallacy to come up with any rules to ke applied to all of them as a group, For
if any child requires an individual evaluation and approach in order to achieve
the utmost in his, or her, development, how much more so in the case of the
handicapped, ’

Since the above is so obvious, I assume that you have in mind the most
general guidelines, with a wide range of flexibility allowing for the necessary
individual approach in each case., All the more so, since, sad to say, our
ﬁresent society is poorly equipped in terms of manpower and financial resources
to afford an adequate personal approach to each handicapped boy and girl, Even

ore regrettable is the fact that little attention (at any rate little in relation to
the importance of the problem) is given to this situation, and consequently little
is done to mobilize more adequate resources to deal with the problem. '

Now, with regard to general guidelines, I would suggest the following:

(1) The social worker, or teacher, and anyone dealing with retarded in-
dividuals should start fromthe basiec premise that the retardation is in each case
onlya temporary handicap, and that in due course in could certainly be
improved, and even improved substantially. This approach should be taken
regardless of the pronouncements or prognosis of specialists in the field. The
reason for this approach is, first of all, that it is a precoendition for greater
success in dealing with the 1etarded. Besides, considering the enormous

" strides that have been made in medical science, human knowledge, methodology,
and knowhow, there is no doubt that in this area, too, there will be far-reaching
developments. Thus, the very confidence that such progress is in the realm of
possibility will inspire greater enthusiasm in this work, and hopefully will also
stimulate more intensive research,

va,l\ i‘.‘y,

(2) Just as the said approach is important from the viewpoint of\the '
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How may we view this issue -~ that is, caring for individuals

who have a disability which requires life-long care and supervision -
from a Jewish perspective? As a concerned Jew, I care very guch
about our Jewish community: how we treat one another and how we'
conduct ourselves as human beings. I am particularly interested

in your comments and opiniong, because the Lubavitcher movement,

with its deep concern for every Jewish individual's welfare, has
added a spiritual diwension - a spark - to all our livesl

As a married man with ~ thank G-d - two beautiful, healthy
children (ages 2 and 5), I am also aware that there has to be an
equal concern for both the individual as well as for one's total
commmnity. The question is: how do we protect and safeguard all
of our Jewish children - the retarded and the non-retarded - so that
they can have the opportunity to grow, to develop, and to live
'Jewishly'? - _

I would also welcome the opportunity to discuss any of the

Respectfully yours,

//\7W (WL foes

Robert Wilkes,

Agsistant Program Director/
Chairman, Region II Council
For Mental Retardation
743-4100, ext. 610

RW/ma
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above with you or your representatives. Thank you for Your cooperation.
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NEW YORK CITY HEALTH AND KOSPITALS COhPORAﬂON

COMEY ISLAND HOSPITAL

2601 OCEAN PARKWAY ¢ BROOKLYN, NEW YORK 11235 » 22:743-4100

Child Development Center
August 9, 1979

Rabbi Menachem Mendel Schmeerson
Lubovitcher Rebbe

770 Eastern Par

Brooklyn, N.Y. 1311213

Dear Rabbi Schneerson:

As a Jewish social worker and the chairman of Region II
Council For Mental Retardatien in Brooklyn, I would be most
interested in learning what your views are regarding 'the
care and education of Jewish retarded individuals® - those
persons who, from birth, are slow in thinking, speaking and
learning.

For many years, the retarded individual, especially the
severely retarded, was placed in a large, state-operated
institution, often quite a distance from the individual's
home and commmity. During the past few yeers, efforts have
been made to create "group homes” in all our neighborhoods
throughout the city so that parents who cannot continue to
care for their retarded sons or daughters have the choice of
Placing their child in a small, home-like setting: situated
either within or nearby the individual's community.

This policy of creating "group homes” for the retarded -
Jewish as well as non-Jewish - has been a source of controversy
and often bitter opposition pitting parent against parent,
neighbor against neighbor, and political leaders against one
anotbher. The basis for these heated discussions include
predictions about lowering the economic value of hcmes in a
community; fear that retarded individuals will commit vandalism
or, even worse, commit crimes{ and that the retarded themselves
will feel uncomfortable surrounded by normal people. On the
other hand, parents of the retarded want their children to live
in a safe and healthy environment.
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ter. Even during Tishrei, he made the time to respond!

The Hebrew portion of this memento includes the Rebbe's Mazal-Tov letters for Shmuel's
birth and Upsherenish, and an account written by our dear father, Rabbi Berel Junik, about
the passing of the Rebbe's mother, Rebbetzin Chana in 5725. His intimate relationship with
the Rebbe's family - Beis HaRav - started when he was privileged to accompany Rebbetzin
Chana as her “son” (for passport reasons) on their dangerous journey out of the Soviet Union,
from Lemberg (Lvov), until they reached the Displaced Persons Camp of Poking in Germany
in 1946. Also included are some stories and anecdotes told by Rebbetzin Chana to Rabbi B.
Junik.

We have truly been blessed with such a wonderful and caring family. It was your support,
encouragement and being there throughout, that helped us our in our darkest hours. That
we have arrived "complete-n»bwa* is a big mircle and reason for great celebration-thanks to
you all! You were there for us, helping in so many ways; guidance and advice, information,
financial assistance, lookng after our other children and making sure all our needs were met.
Transportation to the hospital and staying overnight. Yes, indeed, there is no end to the kind-

ness and for that, we are forever grateful to you all today.

We also express our deepest thanks to all the doctors, teachers, caregivers and therapists
who were privileged to serve as Hashem's worthy instruments to help Shmueli. Through
everyone's tireless efforts, shmueli has grown to be what he is and in this merit, may you and
all your families, be blessed with good health, happiness, success and Nachas in every aspect
of your lives. Especially deserving of Hashem's urgent blessings for a full and speedy recovery
is Shmueli's main doctor, Chaim ben Chaya, shlita, may it be immediately.

We thank everyone for joining and sharing in our Simcha and we look forward to celebrating
many more Simchas together with Hashem’s help. May we all merit the ultimate Simcha, the
Hisgalus of Melech HaMoshiach, may it be NOW!

TYY 0D s Ton 13379 TR NNIR O

Shamshi and Mindy Junik
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years until, there would be no choice but to perform it. Boruch Hashem, with the
Rebbe’s Brochos, this surgery to repair his heart was successfully performed a year
and a half ago. May Shmuel continue to enjoy good health and have a long and pro-
ductive life, with Hashem's help. '

In honor of Shmuel's Bar-Mitzva, we are publishing a remarkable correspondence
between the Rebbe MHM and Dr.Robert Wilkes, a prominent Jewish social worker
and a leader in efforts on behalf of special children. Although the correspondence is
incomplete, it provides an illuminating glimpse into the Rebbe's unique approach and
his concern for every Jew, at every level.

Dr. Wilkes, concerned by the lack of opportunity for special children to grow, develop
and live “Jewishly,” wrote to Jewish spiritual leaders for their views on these children’s
education.The Rebbe was the only one to reply with a substantive response. As the
true Nossi of the generation, the Rebbe, in his boundless wisdom and love for every
Jew, regardless of abilities or level of Torah observance, responded with a detailed
policy statement outlining the need for these children’s full participation in Jewish
education and Klal Yisroel.

At that time, a group of parents started to organize a support group for families of
children with special needs. Dr. Wilkes writes:“...Rabbi Schneerson’s letter (dated 22 Av,
5739) is, to my knowledge, the only ‘statement’issued on the subject...by an ‘outstand-
ing Torah authority.” The Rebbe's letter galvanized parents and professionals to join
together on behalf of these children. As the president of OTZAR writes:”...That letter
was the beginning - the catalyst - which induced other Rabbis and communal leaders
to take a public stand; and it was the Lubavitcher Rebbe, Shlita, who sent us words of

support and blessing...”

Interestingly, one of the Rebbe’s replies to Dr. Wilkes (published here) was on 13
Tishrei, 5740 - the same date, eleven years later, when Shmuel was born! In addition,
Dr. Wilkes wrote his letter to the Rebbe Sep. 19th, 3 days before Rosh Hashona. The
Rebbe's response is dated a few days after Yom Kippur-the 13th of Tishrei. The Rebbe
starts of his letter by making reference to the “High Holidays, my acknowledgment of
your letter...somewhat delayed” From the Rebbe’s quick and timely response, you can
understand and appreciate the importance the Rebbe felt and attached to this mat-
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about his situation, each time giving his holy Brocha.

Shmuel spent the first year of his life in and out of the hospital. Once when Shmuel
was critically ill, family members wrote to the Rebbe asking him for a Brochoh.The
Rebbe’s reply was: ~1vxn 5y o /2 "nsx prva~ “Complete trust in Hashem. | will
mention it at the burial-place.”

Our family has received, and continues to receive the Rebbe’s blessings and guidance.
During the trying times we have experienced, the Rebbe has been a pillar of support
and understanding for us, replying to our letters, encouraging and guiding us.

When my dear wife Mindy wrote to the Rebbe on 21 Shivat, 5751, she received the
following reply: @ nv3 1% v a%ya oy 72 -o»ma AXWA 070 NMN- UNTINA WNBNY”

"X DY TIIR AN AT IR BUymInng

“As is well-known in our Torah - [which is] a directive in life,'the Torah of life’ - together
with your husband, may he be well, may you raise all your children, may they be well,
to Torah-study, marriage and good deeds, in joy and plenty. | will mention [this] at the
burial site [of my father-in-law, the Rebbe].”

On Sunday, 24 Menachem Ay, 5751, our family went to receive dollars from the Rebbe.
When we told the Rebbe that Shmuel was scheduled for cardiac catheterization on
Thursday of that week, and for open-heart surgery the following Tuesday (we had pre-
viously sent a letter to the Rebbe about it), the Rebbe gave me an extra dollar and
said: "@1773 MI37 R 2R YOI R PR T OXRT LNaw R AT R java” “Give for charity after
Shabbos. May it be in a good manner.[Make the] preparation as required.”

We were puzzled by the Rebbe’s final words, as we knew who Shmuel’s surgeon and
anesthesiologist would be, so what special preparation was needed?

Only later did we understand the prophetic meaning of the Rebbe’s words. Until now,
Shmuel's tests had shown his problem as one that could be corrected by a
common/regular type of open heart procedure. After further testing (they couldn't
perform the catheterization for medical reasons), it was revealed that Shmuel’s heart
problem was far more complex. The operation originally planned could not repair his
heart defect at this young age. The surgery he needed would have to wait for several

oo
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INTRODUCTION

With deep thanks and gratitude to Hashem, we celebrate today, this milestone in the
life of our dear son, Shmuel v, as he reaches Bar-Mitzva.

Shmuel »v, is named after the Rebbe MaHaRaSh, on whose Yahrtzeit, 13 Tishrei, he
was born. As the Rebbe MHM so often reiterated, the motto of the Rebbe MaHaRaSh
was “L'chat’chila ariber” - to overcome all problems in a manner that overrides normal
limitations. Indeed Shmueli's whole life has exempilified this motto. We pray that he
continue to do so, growing up with an abundance of blessings in every aspect of his
life, including good health, to become a true "ChaYalL” of the Rebbe. May all the
Brochos with which the Rebbe blessed him - and continues to bless him - be fulfilled
in him and in all our other children, in a manner of "L'chat’chila Ariber.

Shmue! »w, was privileged to receive many special Brochos from the Rebbe MHM. On
18 Tishrei, 5751, just days after he was born, his uncle, Menachem Mendel Junik, was
privileged to serve the Rebbe in his personal Suka at 770, and requested a Brocha for
his newborn nephew.The Rebbe replied: "maw mmwa qyny: yox X7 REWR vOdRI”
“You should leave here all these names. [Wishing] good tidings.” When Menachem
told the Rebbe: n»™a 2y 11 byn wa1xn Tomorrow will be the Bris, the Rebbe replied:
(@51 73 TYN.L"EYT PR TR D1 T VP TR JSmn 072 wayas yn bxr o1 “This question
should be addressed to the Mohel.| cannot be involved in that..." Then Menachem
asked vanya o1 7bLMRDEI URIR NIR.L.372 ©PaY A%1 7R a blessing... ‘Ar'enu Niflo’os’ [“]
will show him wonders” - which the Rebbe had emphasized as part of the acronym of
that year 5751} be healthy’ & the Rebbe replied:

7MW MNP ATD IMRD.IPPY T PR OXT ,NARUD MDD T 2R

“May there be happy tidings - that's what's most important...[Wishing] good tidings.”

Once, during that month of Tishrei, our dear father, Rabbi Berl Junik (DovBer ben
Golda Ita, may he speedily have a Refua Shleima), entered the Rebbe’s room before
the farbrengen to get the Rebbe's Kiddush cup, etc. He asked for a Brocha for Shmuel
asking...May he be raised to Torah-study, marriage and good deeds.The Rebbe
replied: “o>aw oowym A2 AMN? 11 AR TRIWT PR ,BI021 HHI2 LINYA P IV ORY L01yuTy”
“First, may he be well, in general and in [every] specific detail, and then may he raised
to Torah-study, marriage and good deeds.” On many occasions during the following
months, the Rebbe asked our father how Shmuel was feeling, with detailed questions




:vfrom the Bar mt,tzvah of
Shmuel 'c}untl‘{
43 TLshPeL, 576k

g
'?gl‘ﬁ(qu

=S






