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Enarocnosense JnSasyuckoro Pefe x"wshy
BO BpeMS NocCemeHuA KosexTHBHOrO CeRnepa
ANA MMMHIPRHTOB H3 RBocouug ¢ (¢
B neppyn Hoys lecaxa 5741 ropa:
""‘ w&.&4~'~-y’f?; z
Ko(nepu‘cq,u Becenéeq_npasnuaxf Necax,
)24 q;;é'ﬁutgasarbuxqmepaocrb H Becenbe HAa BECh ION, HMTOCH S KQUEepHHH
H BECeymfl ron-Bo HCEX OTHOLIeHHAX.
Yrotin BY B cxopo;im;{mcb ¢ BaNMMH PONCTBEeHHUKAMH K HDY3IBRAMH,
KOTOpHE NOKa ele HAXOZATCHA NO Ty CTODOHY "Xejle3sHOro saHaBeca”.
HYTOGH GHII 1IRIIN IDT = MNONHOE OCBOBORNEHHE, R \Irot‘uﬁace BMecTe
BCTpeYand npasenHoOro Mommaxa, ¥ 5TO NPHHECET OCBOCOXKNEHHE BCEeM eBpenM

B BCeMy MHDPY,

33% 31021 ANADYRY  /c pamoCTR0 M XODOWMM HacTpoenuem/.
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-Enpeckie nevw b Cosercxom Co03e f0mKHY
3HETH, 470 no JakoHy CCCP, nasuo yrsepmacun -
oMy, OnyGAHKOBEHHOMY M TIRPRHTHPOBRHHOMY
COBETCKOR KOHCTATYUMER, OHW HMCIOT NOMHOS
npaso Hayvats Topy, Koras MancHukuRt Mambuux
HAM  aesodka B POCCHH  NPHXOMAT K CBOHM
PORMTENRM ¥ NPOCAT HaywHTs Hx Hakwxafr —
HHKTO HE CMECT MEUIATL OTUY HIK MaTepH ofyvarts

Wﬁcmcmmeunon Tope,

TakKe yuRTH MX  HenoaueHwio  Muusor B
NOBCCAHERHOR MHINKH. DTO NOIBOREHO 3AKOHOM
Coserexoit POCCHH H, CNEAOBATENBHO, NPLARKEIHO
BCEM BHACTAM, BIOTH 40 MHIHUHH ABHHOR yNHuL
WK Repeynka. A BCAXuA, KTO MewneT aToMy, Syns
T0 M P WAy BARCTS, HAPYIRCT
coneTckiil 3axoH. M 1O COBCTCKHM JAKOHAM TRKHE.
monu  noanexar cyacbHomy np N
HAKAIRHHIO 38 HAPYUICHHE COBETCKOrO JAKOHR H
KOHCTHTYUHH,

Bonee Toro, snacts obaiana cnemuts, wrobu
HHKTO HE MOT TOMCIUATL ¢BPEl IKOMY OTUY HAH
nesyuske, Matepu Kau Gabyuxe obysars nerel Tope
¥ NOKA3LIBATS KHBOR NPHMED B HCAOAHEHHH MHup -
or. Te¢, XTO yTBEPKAMOT HNK NPONATAHAHPYIOT NP «
OTHBONONOWKHOE, NPOCTO RryT. B 3TOM Ovens nerxo
COBETEKYI0 KOHCTHTYUHIO.
fonoGubie npeacrasuTeny NHWS
NONLIYIOTCA TEM, HTO MHOFHE HE JHRIOT O TRKOM
33K0He, 06 ITOM NMYHKTE B KOHCTHTYLMH.

Tipuwno ppesn} nposoarnacute of Jrtom. 3L
b}.-—tmm—uc’r COMHEHHA, HTO IOPHIAHYUECKHE IKCACPTH 8

CCCP noarsepast BHILCCKAIAHHOS, HRALIOCH
M Wl Baucag, 470 BCE 370 CAYWERTS ConercxoR Poccus.

Ceronnn nu — 8 nedn Jlar Beomep,unu Jastpa —

HEe HYWHUIM3YNATD, BCE ITO CKRIBHO NPOCTHIMH M
ACHBIMH G/IOBEMH: KAXIMA OTEW H MATE, XEKAMA
nenywixs M Gabymixa HMEIOT NPABO BOCHKTHBATL
CBOMX NETCH W BHYKOB TBK, KBK OHH HRAXONAT
HYWHBIM. A TC, KTO MEURIOT 3TOMY ~ HEPYWISIOT
KOHCTHTYLMIO coelt cTpanst, Camo coboft pazyme -
€TCR, KAKAOE NOCYABPCTBO CTABHT Y BARCTH AIOGCA,
obasannsix cofmonats 3axoxsl, B sanuom enysae —
ofR3aHKLIX HE MCWATH BOCANTAHKIO deTel B AyXe
HCTHHHOrC eapcAcTBa. . -~

Tlycts B0R nakt B-r, nomorsér ToMmy, 4robs p
BruaKoM, CaMoM cxopom ByyuIeM, 8Ce Mul, BRIIOY -
2% CAPLLH, KOTOPLIC CLIC HAXOMATER B TEX CTPRHAX,
obpeny  nactromuee  ocsofomacHue,  KOTOPOS
npuxeceT nonnyw csoboay naponam CLIA, CCCP,
ncedt « u Gyner HE MHPC NOIVIKHKE =
OM, KOFAE KX HeN0BeK — HCTHHHO caoBoaeH. A
BEAR 3TO HACAN BCEX M KAWAOTOD MHTh CBOGOAMO,
6e3 npur R unp R, cornacHo B -

OSMY WEAAHHIO, CBOCH BPONACHHOR HATYPS K BeK -

“~ OBbLIM TPALHUHAM CBOCIO HAPONA.

MW

-
nocac Jlar Baomep, HO B KOHUE KOHUOB u«ré\m/ﬂ
CHIUAT ¥ JACAAHYT B ITH COBETCKKE dakoHsl, Hx

W

-

O



29

-3 - <
4
2
BCEeM BIIACTAM, BNAOTD MO MUNMHLUH NAHHON YIHUM WIH nepeyixa, - -
iy N
HHKTO He CMeeT Mewarth ponu'renmra nonsoR Mepe loSyuarts /cBoero 5
ey era e 4 ¥
CHHA WA [OYE: cHAdexHHoR Tope, yuuTh: ;cnom{eumo MrusoT B nopcen-~
147 -
. ~g
HEeBHOR XH3HH., H BCAKHA, KTO MeuwaerT 3ror~ty, Syns TO MHAHUKOHEP ot
HJIH BHCWAR BJACTL, HAPywaeT COBETCKHE xe/ saxox—xa. B 3rom cuyvae, o
v,
COIJIACHO HPYT'HM COBETCKHM BaKOHAM, TaKue JIOIH NOIUIexXaT cynes-

=
Th -
HOMY NDECeNOBAHMI M HAKASBAHHED Sa HapyuleHHe COBETCKO KOHCTH~- (29
Yo " "2 v O o i
TYuHH, i ic%
Fad
Bosee TOro, BNACT: OOGA38HA CNENHTL, WUTOOH HHKTO HEe MOTr ‘-"fb’
~oos
¥ S

noMeuwaTs eBPeCKOMY OTHY HAY Jenyume, MaTepr uix Satyuxe oby- ';" .
v/ (__
<
yarhs nereft TOpe HAM NOKABHBATE HM XHBOHf NDHUMED B KCNONHEHHH o ,‘{_
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NOJLIYVIOTCHA TeM, UTO MHOIHe J'gDIlH HK}IQ{O He 3HawT 00 2TOM 3a- A
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HOM HaMm b-rom, KOTOpBIA yIpaBiseT BCEM MHPOM.
MU wnacrosieil, nonHoii csobome Oymer comyT-

CTBOBATh XOpolluee, MOJHOE 3A0POBbE, HACTOALUAs
MHpHas )XM3Hb M pafocTh — TeNephb, B Oyayluem u

BO BEKH BEKOB,

B CKOpoM Oynymem, korga MbI BCE BMECTE
foiigeM HaBCTpevy npasegHoMy Moludaxy, ¥ BO3-
BpaTHMCS C HHM B CBAIUCHHYIO Hally 3€MIIIO,
KOTOPYIO «KaXIblii [€Hb W B MPOIOIDKCHHH BCErO
roja oxpaHser BCeBbIIIHHIA».

B Gosnpuioit Mepe 3TOMY MOXET MMOMO4Yb, 3TO
MOXET YCKOPHTb KaXIObIH eBpeil — MYMXYHHBI H
xeHiuHbl, npuexapiuue u3 CCCP, — yCuwiMB CBOXO
CBA3b C eBpeiicTBOM, TOpoM, €¢ 3amOoBEAsMH H
0COOEHHO — YCHJIMB €BPEHCKOE BOCIHMTAHHC BCEX
cBoux jeTeil. M B CKODOM BCE €BPEHCKHE NETH,
HayMHaA C CaMbIX MAQJIEHbKHX, MOWIOYT IO YKa-
sanHomy B-rom mytu — 6ymyr usy4aTts Ero To-
py, MCIONHATH ee¢ ykadaHus M TpeboBare OT po-
auTesneit ycuneHus ViguiukafHT — BCEro eBpeHcKo-
ro B nome. M1 nmemare 3TO ¢ pagocTei0 H BO-
O yUIEBIEHHEM...
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AT M 3arjAHYT B COBETCKHE 3aKOHBI. MIX He Hyx-
Ho Oyner m3y4arh, BCE 3TO CKa3aHO MPOCTHIMH H
SCHBIMM CJIOBAMHM: Ka)XOblii OTEL M MaTh, KaKIbIH
nenymka u 0abymka MMEIOT NpPaBO BOCHMTHIBATH
CBOMX JIeTeii W BHYKOB TaK, KakK OHH HaxoIAT
HYXHBIM. A Te, KTO MEWAaT 3TOMYy — HapyuwaroT
KOHCTHTYLHMIO CBoeil cTpaHsl. Camo coboii pasyme-
¢TCSl, KaXKI0€ roCynapCcTBO CTABHT Y BJIACTH JIIONEH,
00s3aHHBIX coOMmonaTh 3akoHbI. B JaHHOM Ciiyyae —
00513aHHBIX He MELIATh BOCIIHTAHHIO JETEH B Ayxe
HCTHHHOI'O E€BpEHCTBA.

& ] L

Ilycte BCe 3TO, mait b-r, momoxer Tomy, 4TO-
Ob1 B Onmu3koM, camoMm ckopom Oynyiiem, Bce Mbl,
BKJIIOYas €BpPEEB, KOTOpblE €llle HAXOMATCA B Tex
cTpaHax, obpenu HacTtosiuee OCBOOOXKIEHHE, KOTO-
poe mnpuHeceT HoyHyw cBoGoay Hapomam CIIA,
CCCP, Bceii 3emu H OyneT OCHOBaHO Ha MHpE HOJ-
JIMHHOM, KOTIa KaXXIblii YeJI0OBEK — MCTHHHO CBO-
GomeH. A BeOb 3TO MIEasl BCEX H KaXIOIro: XHTb
cBobonHO, Oe3 npHUTECHEHHH M NpECNeaoBaHuUH,
COIJIaCHO CBOEMY JE€JIaHHIO, CBOEH BpOXICHHOM
HAaType M BEKOBbIM TPaJHLHsAM CBOEro Hapoja.

TricsaueneTHss eBpeiickas TpauMUMA CBA3bIBAET
HCTHHHYIO cBoOony Kaxmoro espes — 0e3 HCKIIIO-
yeHuit — ¢ obpasom xu3HM cornacHo Tope, nau-
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CBQHX IE€TEH M B IOJHON Mepe cBsweHHOH Tope,
M Taioke YYHTh HMX HCHOJMHEHHIO MHUIBOT B
MNOBCENHEBHOM JKH3HM. 3TO IMO3BOJIEHO 3aKOHOM
Coserckoit Poccuu M, CnenoBaTe/IbHO, NPEANUCAHO
BCEM BJIACTAM, BIUIOTH IO MMWIMUHM HAHHOM YJIMIIBI
HJIM niepeynka. A BCAKHH, KTO Meluaer 3ToMy, 6yns
TO MHJIMLMOHED WM BbICIUAs BJACTh, HAPYIUAET
COBETCKHH 3akoH. M no coBeTCKMM 3aKOHaM Takue
JOOM TOMNeXaT CcyneGHOMY MpeciieOBAHUIO H
HaKa3aHHIO 33 HapylieHHe COBETCKOr0 3aKOHA M
KOHCTHTYLIHH.

Bonee toro, BnacTe 00A3aHa CNEOUTH, YTOOBI
HUKTO HE MOI MOMELIaTh EBPEHCKOMY OTLY MJIH
nenyuike, marepu vy 6abyuike o0yuars mereit Tope
H IIOKa3bIBATh KMBOM NpPHMEp B UCNOJHEHHH Muu-
BOT. Te, KTO yTBEpXIOAIOT HMJM NPONATAHAMPYIOT
NPOTHBOIOJIOXHOE, INPOCTO JryT. B 3TOM oOueHb
nerko ybenuThcs, NpOYMTAB COBETCKYIO KOHCTHTY-
uuio. ITonoOHble npencTaBuTENy MHIMUMH WK T.II.
JIMIIb TOJB3YIOTCA TEM, YTO MHOTHE He 3HAIT O
TaKOM 3aKOHE, 00 3TOM NMYHKTE B KOHCTHTYLIHH.

IIpuuuno BpeMst TPOMKO MNPOBO3INIACHTL 06
3ToM. HeT comHeHuit, YTO I0OpHUIOHYECKHE IKCIIEPTHI B
CCCP nonrBepnsaT BblwieckasaHHoe. S HamewCh,
YTO BCE 3TO ciywaioT takxke B CoBerckoi Poccun.
Ceromust nu — B neds Jlar Baomep unu 3asrpa —
nocne Jlar Baomep, HO B KOHIle KOHUOB 3TO YCJbl-
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3aHaBeca. BnusHue TAKUX JIIOMCH pacpoCTpaHACTCA
CpenM OKpYXalOWiKX, NOMOraeT UM, BOONYILUEBIIACT,
M Nepenaercs POACTBEHHHUKAM M BCEM TEM, KTO €Lle
HAXONMUTCA B TeX CTpaHax. B pe3yneTare U OHM HE
TEPSAIOT, ynacH b-r, Hamexay, IpodO/DKaioT
NpUIEPKUBATECA CBALICHHOH TOphbI, HCHONHAA ee
ykasanua ¥ Muusot. Y B ckopom Oynyiem, Kak H
Obino obewano, b-r BeiBENEeT UX M3 ranyra.

Pambn ckasan, uro b-r Haxomurcs u mpe-
ObiBaeT C KaXABIM H B Ceplue KaXIoro M3 Hac.
Bes pasnuuusa — xusem ju mel B CIIIA, B npyroi
crpaHe, ubo B eBpomneifickoil unu asHarckoi Poc-
CHH, B OTHOCUTEJIBHOH cBOOOnE miu B cchuike. b-r
C KaXIbIM CBIHOM M JO4YEPbK) E€BPEICKOro Hapoia.
Onu obeperaer, gaeT CUmbl MEPENKUTh TPYHHOCTH H
JIOXNAThCA B CKOpOM OyayiueM OCBOOOXIEHHS U3
rajiyra NOBCIOY, B TOM YKCJIE€ U B CTpaHax Ipe-
CJIe[IOBaHKI.

Espeiickue neru B Coserckom Coro3e IOMKHBI
3HaTh, yTo no 3akoHy CCCP, naBHO yTBEp)KIEH-
HOMY, ONyOJMKOBAHHOMY H TIapaHTHPOBAHHOMY
COBETCKOH KOHCTHTYUHEH, OHH HMEIOT IIOJIHOE
npaso u3dyyatb Topy. Korna mManeHbkHii MajlbuMK
WM JgeBouka B PoccHH NpHXOIAT K CBOMM
pOOUTENsIM M HPOCAT HayuuTh UX Hpdmkair —
HHKTO HE CMEeT MelIaTh OTLY WU MaTepd oOy4ars
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€eBpeH B KOHIE KOHLOB IPEOJONIEBAIOT BCE
NPENATCTBHSA ¥ OOBEAMHAIOTCA C THICAYAMH APYTHX
eBpeeB, YyTOObI BMECTE NpocnasiaTs Topy u uect-
BOBATh OJHOTO M3 BejHYyailiux ee TaHaum (yude-
Hbix) — Pa66u Illumona 6eu Hoxail.

B cBoe Bpems Pa66u Illumon Gen HMoxai (wnm
cokpameHHo Pambu) npossBHi CcaMOMOXEPTBEH-
HOCTb, DHCKOBaJl BCEM, YTO y Hero GbuIO, PUCKO-
BaJl CBOEH JXKM3HBIO paJM COXPaHEHHSA HMCTHHHOIO
€BpeiicTBa M Iepenas 3TOT CBOM 3aBET BCEM IIOKO-

TIEHUSIM eBpeHcKoro Hapona.
& # &

Cwmbicn nocnanus Jlar baomep u cBslIeHHas
MHCCHSI KaXIOro M3 IPHCYTCTBYIOLIMX, OCODEHHO
Tex, kTo npubs1 u3 Poccun, PyMbiHHYM HIH OpyrO#t
nono6HOM CTpaHbl 3aK/IIOYaeTCA B TOM, UYTOOBI C
€BpEiCKOMl TOpHOCTBI0O M €BPEHCKOH OTKpPOBEH-
HOCTBIO JOKa3blBaTh M ITOKAa3bIBATBh, YTO KKIBIH
eBpeit criocobeH MKUTh HCTHHHO €BPEHCKOH XM3HBIO,
HE CYMTAsCh HU C KAKHMH IPENATCTBUAMU. B KOHuE
KOHUOB TakKasi pelHMOCTb BCErja MPHHOCHT robe-
Iy: 4YeJIOBEK COXpaHsAeT M IIPOBOAHT B €BpEHCTBE
HE TOJIBKO COOCTBEHHYIO KH3Hb, HO M XH3Hb CBO-
ux nereil. OH CTaHOBHTCA >XMBBIM IPHMEDPOM, ITO-
CKOJIBKY, HEB3Upas Ha TPYIHOCTH, OH MPOHOIDKA-
€T XKHUTH corniacHo Tope u nake COBEpPIIEHCTBYET Ta-
Kol 00pa3 XM3HM N0 HAalWy CTOPOHY >KeJIE3HOIO



23

EBPEHCKHE JJETH B CCCP HMEIOT ITPABO
MCUTDH EBPEHCKOH XXH3HDBIO

poed

18 Hiap 5740 rona (4 man 1980 r.) nepen napanom
B neus Jlar Baomep.

Henp Jlar Baomep, mapan Jlar Baomep, Ha
KOTOPBIA Mbl COOpanuch CEeronHs, HMEET CrELHANb-
Hoe nocnauue. OHo ans Tex, kTo npuexan u3 CCCP
HIK APYTHX CTPaH 3a JKENEe3HbIM 3aHABECOM. IJTH
JIIOOM BHOENH M BHAAT BOOYMIO, KaK B-r oxpansn u
COXpaHWs MX, XOTS OHHM M BBIPOCIH INOJ BJIACTBIO
peXxuma, KOTopbIi yxe Oosiee IMIECTHOECATH JIET
NPENATCTBYET PAaCNpOCTPAHEHHIO MCTHHHO eBpeH-
ckoro BocnuTaHus. M HecMOTps Ha 3TO — OHH
30€Ch, W/IH B OPYTHX CTpaHax, I'Ie TEHEeph TaKKe
NpPOUCXOOAT Mapanbl, nocssueHHble Jlar baomep u
Pa66u Illumony Gen Hoxa#. OHu 31€Ch, OHM npH-
HUIM CIOJla CO CBOMMM HAETHBMH — M 3TO NOKA3bIBAET
CWJIy KMCTHHHOIO eBpeiicTBa, CHIIy €BPEHCKOro Ha-
pona.

Hukakoii pexum, HHKakoil ranyt (paccesHue)
He B CHJIaX MOMELIATh TOMY, KTO MOJIOH PEUIMMOCTH
MATH TyTeM, yKasaHHbIM B-rom B Ero cesileHHOH
Tope, ucnonuss Ero Muusor (3amoBenm). Itu
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consider it as if we had labored in the study of the Torah
during the day and at night.

The word "“as if” is used, for the two [Torah and tefillin
are not entirely similar]. Through Torah study, [G-d’s intel-
lectual attributes] are [actually] drawn down within the
world. Through tefillin, by contrast, intellect is drawn down
only within the source for the creation of the world. Never-
theless, G-d considers the fulfillment of fefillin equal to the
study of Torah during the day and at night. [Day and night]
refer to this lowly world. [This implies that, although the
two are not entirely analogous, G-d causes our fulfillment of
the mitzvah of tefillin to affect this world in the same man-
ner as Torah study would.]

X
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This is possible for through performing the mitzvah of
tefillin, we cause the Holy One, blessed be He, to put on te-
fillin as mentioned above.

[The union of G-d’s intellectual attributes with His emo-
tional attributes is also alluded to in the term the Talmud
uses for G-d in that statement] “The Holy One, blessed be
He,” — Hakodosh Boruch Hu — refers to the male and female
aspects of the realm of Atzilus. The male aspects Ze'er Anpin,
G-d’s emotional attributes, are alluded to by the word
Kodosh; and the feminine aspects, Malchus, the power of
royalty, by the word Boruch. ©

These allusions are reflected [in our Sages’ statements®
explaining how Moshe was able to follow the passage of
time when he was on Mt. Sinai]: “When [the angels] said
Kodosh, he knew it was day; when they said Boruch he knew
it was night.” [For day and night refer to Ze'er Anpin and
Malchus respectively.]

G-d’s putting on tefillin [represents a higher level. By
putting on tefillin,] He draws the essence of intellect into the
realm of emotion.

[The connection between tefillin and intellect is illus-
trated by the fact that] a child less than 13 years of age is not
obligated to put on tefillin.* He is not called a man and pos-
sesses only a small aspect of intellect. When he becomes 13
years old he becomes a man.* Then, through his deed of
putting on tefillin, he causes G-d to put on tefillin. [The
connection between tefillin and intellect is further empha-
sized by the fact that they are placed on the head.]

Thus, we see that the spiritual aspect of tefillin is the
drawing down of the essence of intellect. Thus, tefillin and
the study of the Torah represent the same level. Therefore,
through the fulfillment of the mitzvah of tefillin, G-d will

42. See Likkutei Torah, Shir HaShirim, the second maamar, Shishim Heimah.

43.  Yalkut Shimoni, Ki Sissa 406, Midrash Tehillim, commenting on Tehillim 19:3, See
also the commentary of the Tzemach Tzedek to Tehillim, Yahel Or, on that
verse, sec. 5.

44. [Note Shulchan Aruch Admur HaZakein, 37:3.]
45.  [Rashi, Pirkei Avos 5:21; Rambam, Hilchos Ishus 2:10; note references in Likkutei
Sichos, Vol. XV, p. 289.]
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[Despite these indications that G-d’s intellectual attrib-
utes were invested in the creation, it can be explained that
the intellectual aspects] that were drawn down to the emo-
tions [and thus into the creation] reflect a [lower] level of in-
tellect, that which is related to the emotions. The essence of
intellect, by contrast, [stands above the emotions and above
creation]. The Torah emanates from wisdom, the essence of
G-d’s intellect. Therefore, Torah preceded the world by two
thousands years.

{{The number two thousand is also significant. The root
of the Hebrew word for thousand ““qox Aleph’” — resembles
the word] “"7ebnn A’alefcha,”” which means "I will teach
you.” Two thousand [can mean two approaches of teaching
as is stated,]** "I will teach you wisdom, I will teach you un-
derstanding.”’# [This further expresses how] the Torah rep-
resents the realm of intellect that precedes the world which
is related to the realm of emotions.}

Through the above, we can understand the passage cited
at the outset: “"Rabbi Eliezer declared: ‘Israel told the Holy
One, blessed be He, "We want to labor in Torah study,” ” for
through Torah study we draw G-d’s intellectual attributes
into His emotional attributes. This reflects a great and won-
drous level.

The passage continues:

“...But we don’t have the opportunity.”
The Holy One, blessed be He, replied: “Fulfill the

mitzvah of tefillin and I will consider it as if you had
labored in Torah study during the day and at night.”

There is another explanation there, but the words “‘as a scribe writes,”
indicates that the explanation cited is the one intended.
39. The rationale for this concept can be understood from the sources cited in the
previous notes.
40. [Cf. Iyov 33:33.]
41. Likkutei Torah, Shir HaShirim, 1:4; See also VeHechrim, 5631, Parshas Tazria
W'Metzora.
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[second] interpretation of the verse, “the world shall be built
with kindness,” kindness was built, brought into being, for
the sake of the creation.® If there had not been a creation, the
attribute of kindness would not have been required. For
who would receive that kindness?

These concepts explain the opening statement of the Etz
Chaim [regarding the order for the creation]: “When it
arouse in His simple will to be generous to His creations...”
[His will was aroused] because G-d is good and it is the na-
ture of the good to be generous. This kindness is drawn
down from the level of “He who desires kindness.”’® It re-
flects the kindness that exists in G-d’s will. [This potential
for kindness exists only at the level of G-dliness that relates
to the creation of the worlds.]

G-d’s intellectual attributes, by contrast, were not drawn
down in the creation of the worlds. Even though we find ref-
erences to G-d’s use of intellect in the creation. For example,
our Sages declared,* “G-d created the world with ten quali-
ties: with wisdom, understanding, and knowledge.” In a
similar vein, the Sefer Yetzirah writes:® “The world [was
created] by three Seforim, 1av Sefer, "o Sofer, and mov, Sip-
pur. The maamar Ushavtem™ explains that the level 100 Sofer
(scribe)¥ refers to the level of wisdom and the level of Sefer
[a book] refers to the level of understanding.® Just as a scribe
writes a book, [understanding is a product of wisdom.}®

32. In other versions of the maamar, “’the creation of the worlds.”

33. [Michah7:18.]

34. Chagigah 12a.

35. [1:1]

36. This was one the maamarim recited during Sukkos, 5634.

37. See the explanation of these concepts in Likkutei HaShas of the AriZal,
commenting on Rosh HaShanah 16b. See also Torah Or, Shmos, maamar Zeh
Shmi, Toras Chaim, maamar V'eAleh Shmos (p. 17 ff), Likkutei Torah, the second
maamar, UShavtam.

38. See Likkutei Torah, Shir HaShirim [46¢] the explanation of the maamar, Simani
Kichosem, ch. 3, which explains this concept as follows:

Wisdom is the beginning and source for the spiritual cosmos. From it, come
forth the letters and the new existence in the sefer (book) which is
understanding. [This parallels the way] the essence of a concept includes the
letters which come into being when the concept is drawn down into [the
realm of] cognition and comprehension.
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become the source for the lower worlds Beriah, Yetzirah, and
Asiyah.

[The above explains how G-d’s emotional attributes are
related to the lower worlds. They were brought into being to
act as the creative agents to form those realms. The Torah,
by contrast, reflects G-d’s intellectual attributes, and exists
independent of the existence of the lower realms. As men-
tioned above,] “The Torah preceded the world.” [Similarly,
the Zohar states,®] ““The Torah emanates from wisdom,” [i.e.,
G-d’s] intellectual attributes which transcend the [lower]
worlds entirely.

[The difference between G-d’s attributes of intellect and
emotion can be seen through analyzing the functioning of
these potentials in the human realm.] Intellect does not re-
quire another person. Even when one is alone, without
someone with whom to share an idea, it is possible to think
intellectually. The emotions, by contrast, require a recipient.
For example, the attribute of kindness requires someone to
receive one’s generosity and kindness. If there is no recipi-
ent, the emotion itself disappears as if it never existed. This
principle [is reflected in a story the Torah relates concerning]
Avraham. He “‘sat at the tent door in the heat of the day’’®
looking for passersby. He wanted to find someone to show
kindness to, for without a recipient, the giver loses this po-
tential for expression.

Similarly, this principle can be understood in regard to
the spiritual realms. [G-d’s emotional attributes require, as it
were, the existence of an entity that feels itself as separate
from Him.] Thus, it is written:® “Remember Your mercies...
and kindnesses, for they have existed for all time.” [The
Hebrew word ““o9wn MeOlam’’ translated as “for all time,”
can also mean “from the world.”}] G-d’s mercies and kind-
nesses are related to the worlds. As explained in the

29. Zohar II, p. 121a, see also p. 85a.

30. [Bereishis 18:1.]

31. Tehillim 25:6. The wording of the text in the verse differs slightly from its
citation here. There are, however, many chassidic texts which cite this verse in
this manner.
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reason for the omission.] The six days refer to G-d’s six emo-
tional attributes as they underwent a great descent into the
realm of Asiyah, the realm of action.

[The original level of the six emotional attributes is the
realm of Atzilus, the realm of emanation, where all existence
is totally at one with G-d. To bring about the creation of a
physical world, these potentials descended into the realm of
Asiyah.]

[On this basis, we can understand another statement of
the Zohar. The Zohar explains* that the first word of the
Torah,] mwnna (Bereishis), the first of the ten statements of
creation, is a combination of two words mv x11 (Borah Shis)
— ““He created six’’ [a reference to G-d’s six emotional at-
tributes]. [Through these six emotional attributes, all exis-
tence came into being.]

This concept can be further understood in terms of the
interpretation of the verse,” “The world shall be built with
kindness.” There are two ways to explain this verse: a) the
attribute of kindness was necessary in order to “build” the
worlds. [Kindness is the first of the six emotional attributes.
It motivates the expression of all the other attributes that are
necessary for creation. To cite an example in the personal
realm: The very connection with others expressed by the
other emotional qualities is an expression of kindness and
love. Accordingly, the Etz Chaim explains® the first day
which is symbolic of the attribute of kindness] “proceeds
together with all the other days.”

b) The attribute of kindness itself must be built. [In this
context, the above expression would be read: “For the sake
of the world, kindness was built.”’] In a similar vein, the
above expression, ““He created six’* describes the building of
the six emotional attributes in order that they, in turn,

26. Zohar, Vol. 1, p. 3b, 15b.

27. [Tehillim 89:3.]

28.  Shaar 25, p.2; Pri Etz Chaim, Shaar Chag HaSukkos, ch. 1; Shaar Maamarei Rashbi,
for the Parshiyos Yisro, Terumah, and Emor; Likkutei Torah, the third maamar,
Hauazinu, ch. 6, and other sources.
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Torah, they become important entities. Therefore, they are
worthy of blessing.]

This concept is [alluded to in] the verse:2 “The heavens
opened and I saw Divine visions.” The heavens [i.e., the To-
rah] are compared to a shining mirror through which we are
seen by G-d, as it were. A fine, shining glass mirror
improves the image of the object it reflects, making it seem
greater and more praiseworthy than it would appear
without the mirror. In a similar manner, the Torah makes
the Jewish people who fulfill it seem greater and more
praiseworthy.

Through the Torah, [added meaning is given to] the
verse [which, as mentioned above, is written in G-d’s te-
fillin]: ” And who is like Your people, Israel, one nation on
earth.” This can be interpreted to mean that the Jewish
people draw down oneness into the earth. They reveal the
aspects of “G-d is one” in this lowly earth.

he unique quality of the Torah [and why ths Torah
endows the Jewish people with importance] can be

understood in terms of our Sages’ statement:? “'The
Torah preceded the world by two thousand years.” That
statement does not refer to chronological precedence, for
both time and space are creations. Before the creation of the
world, time also did not exist. Here the concept of prece-
dence refers to a higher spiritual level. [The Torah reflects a
level of G-dliness higher than that vested in creation.]
[G-d’s] emotional attributes are the source for the world.
The Zohar** explains that the verse,® “For in six days, G-d
made [the heavens and the earth]” alludes to this concept.
The Hebrew which reads “nwy om nww Shayshes Yomim As-
ah” — literally means “Six days made.” The prefix “a”
which means "“in”" was omitted. [The Zohar explains the

22. [Yechezkel 1:1.]

23. Note Midrash Tehillim on the verse 90:4. See also Bereishis Rabbah 8:2, Midrash
Tanchuma, Vayeishev, sec. 4, Zohar, Vol. 11, p. 49a.

24. Zohar, 1, p. 247a, Vol. 111, 298b. See also the Rashba, Vol. 1, Responsum 423.

25. [Shmos 20:11.]
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revealed in the world and a mere trace of His power is felt
within the world.]

[Conversely, in reference to the Redemption,] we find
expressions like “And G-d awoke as one out of sleep”™* and,
“Awake, why are You sleeping, O’ G-d.”*> For [when G-d
““awakes,”’] there will be a revelation of Or Ein Sof, [G-d’s in-
finite light] in the Sefiros of Chochmah [wisdom] and Chesed
[kindness]. [Through these mediums, it will be expressed in
the world at large]. ““His countenance will shine’ i.e., He
will reveal His essence and His nature in its glory, as it truly
is, through the inner aspects of His will.

[How will this Divine influence be conveyed to the
world?] Through drawing down the Torah and its mitzvos.

In this context, we can understand the verse:!” ‘“Look
from heaven and behold”” and the verse:® “Look down from
Your holy abode, from heaven.” [The Hebrew word onv
shamayim — heaven — is a combination of two words,] ov
shom o mayim — meaning ‘“There is water there.”?

This refers to the Torah which is described using the
analogy of water. {[As in the verse,®]: “Behold all who are
thirsty, go to the water,” [in which the Prophet Yeshayahu]
refers to the Torah.?!} Through the Torah, [we will merit ful-
fillment of the verse,] “bless Your people Israel,”” [blessing
will be drawn down to the Jewish people].

[Why does the Torah generate blessing?] Because the To-
rah causes G-d to view the Jewish nation as an important
entity. For all the essential appreciation and revelation [of
G-dliness] comes about through the medium of the Torah,
and the Torah is revealed to us. [Previously, it was explained
that all the worlds, in and of themselves, are of no impor-
tance. Nevertheless, when the Jews study and observe the

14. [Tehillim 78:65.]

15. [Ihid., 44:24.]

16. [ibid., 67:2.]

17. [Ibid., 80:15.]

18. [Devarim 26:15.]

19. Chagigah 12a. [See also Rashi, Bereishis 1:8.]
20. [Yeshayahu 55:1.]

21. See Taanis 7a.
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sence, as implied by the verse: “If you have sinned, what
have you done against Him? If you are righteous, what do
you give Him or what does He receive from your hand?”
[G-d’s essence does not only transcend the nature of man,]
all the higher and lower realms are considered as nothing
before Him.

This concept is [alluded to] in the verse:"! “for His Name
is exalted unto itself,”’ i.e., [His Name] is above all existence.
Only “its glory,” i.e., its radiance and reflection, “’[shines] on
the earth and heaven.” [The verse does not mention G-d’s
essence at all. Even ““His Name,”” a lower level, is “‘exalted,”
and] only “its glory,” a mere radiance and a reflection of
that lower level, can be revealed within earth and heaven.

[In this context, we can understand the expression used
by the Zohar? in regard to the exile,] “When the Holy One,
blessed be He, rose to the heights;”” i.e. when the G-dly life-
energy rose up from the [limited] radiance that shines “on
the earth and heaven,” level after level upward, to its source
[in G-d’s essence].

[G-d’s ascent to this level leads to exile, for] at this level,
the worlds are of no importance. [And therefore, G-d’s con-
trol over them is not manifest. He does not, however, aban-
don them entirely. To explain by analogy,] He controls the
world as if in a state of sleep, as it were.”?

[What is meant by this analogy?] When a person sleeps,
his mind rises above its vessel, his body, and ascends to its
source. All that remains is the power of fantasy, a mere trace
of [the mind’s original] power. [Similarly, in the era of exile,
“when G-d rises to the heights,”” His presence is not openly

10.  Iyov 35:6-7. In his sichos, the Previous Rebbe states, “When I was studying this
maamar by heart, I had difficulty for the citation [in Hebrew] differs slightly
from the actual text of the verse. I asked my father, the Rebbe, and he told me,
‘Recite what it says.”

11. [Tehillim 148:13.]

12.  [Note Zohar, Vol. I, p. 210a; Part III, p. 20b; references in Likkutei Sichos Vol. IX,
p. 76.}

13. See the exposition of similar concepts in the maamar of Purim, 5708, ch. 6 ff.
and the maamar, Baleilah Hahu, 5700.
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the verse declares: ““He tells His words to Ya’akov,
His statutes and His ordinances....”

[The verse implies that the “words, ordinances, and stat-
utes” which G-d commands to others, are ““His,” i.e., G-d
observes them Himself.]

This Midrash can be interpreted to mean: Who causes
G-d to fulfill the mitzvos? The Jewish people. The Jewish
people’s performance of mitzvos causes G-d to observe those
same mitzvos. Hence, when the Jewish people put on tefillin,
this causes G-d to put on tefillin. ’

[What is meant by the statement, ’G-d puts on tefillin"’?
Surely, the intent is not that He wears tefillin that resemble
our own. Instead, His tefillin are spiritual. To explain:] Our
sages declare:’

What is written in the fefillin of the Master of the
universe? “And who is like Your people, like Israel,
one nation on earth.”’s

Thus, when G-d puts on tefillin, He raises up the stature
of the Jewish people.

To explain this concept,’ [it is necessary to first elaborate
on the deeper meaning of] the verse!® “Look down from
Your holy abode, from heaven, and bless Your people
Israel.” Behold it is written:® ““G-d is high above all nations.”
[Here also the intent is not] that He is uplifted [in a physical
sense, but that He is on a spiritual plane that far surpasses
ours].

[For this reason, our limited human actions cannot, in
and of themselves, relate to the exalted nature] of His es-

5. Berachos 6a. The actual text of the Talmud brings the verse Yxw» Jov3 ' “Who
is like Your people, Israel” (I Divrei HaYomim, 17:21), rather than the verse
from II Shimuel cited in this text Yxwrd Toy5 n. Hence, it would appear that
here also that version would be appropriate.

6. I Shmuel, 7:23.

7. In this context, see the maamar, Ki Imcho, in Torah Or, Parshas Mikeitz, and the
corresponding maamar in Shaarei Orah.

8.  [Devarim 26:15.]

9. [Tehillim 113:4]
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Issa B'Midrash Tehillim!

In the Midrash T[eh]illim? it is written:

Rabbi Eliezer declared: “Israel told the Holy One,
blessed be He, ‘Master of the world, we want to labor
in the study of Torah during the day and at night,
but we don’t have the opportunity.’

“The Holy One, blessed be He, replied: ‘Fulfill the
mitzvah of tefillin, and I will consider it as if you had
labored in Torah study during the day and at night.’

re

[The fact that our Sages state that for wearing tefillin can
compensate for the inability to study shows that there is a
relationship between the two mitzvos. Nevertheless,] we
must understand [the nature of] that relationship. How can
the fulfillment of the mitzvah of tefillin free the Jewish people
from the study of Torah? How are these mitzvos connected
with each other?

[To understand this concept, we must first explain an-
other idea:] It is written:® ““He tells His words to Ya’akov,
His statutes and His ordinances to Israel.” {On this verse,
the Midrash comments:4}

There are those who give commands to others to ful-
fill, but do not fulfill them themselves. However,
what G-d fulfills Himself, He commands to others, as

1. This maamar was recited by the Rebbe Rashab (the 5th Lubavitcher Rebbe) on
his Bar Mitzoah, the 20th of MarCheshvan, 5634. It was also one of the
maamarim recited publicly by the Previous Rebbe on his Bar Mitzuah, the 12th
of Tammuz, 5653. (The Previous Rebbe made several additions, these are set
off by brackets in the original text. {In our translation, we have set them off
with these symbols, { }.])

In addition, the Previous Rebbe recited several other maamarim on this
occasion at the graves of the Rebbeim, in his father’s study, and in other
locations. Noté the description of the event in the Previous Rebbe’s journals.

2. Onthe verse, Tehillim 1:2.

[Tehillim 147:19.]

4. Shmos Rabbah 30:9.

o
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who will precisely possess also materialistic (physical)
strength and force.

And therefore the war against Og (in which he fell into
the hands of Yitzchok’s children’s children) was a real war:

Og's war was with the sword, as it is stated in the verse
(in the War of Sikhon, and in the same manner in Og’s war,
about which it is said®® “and you shall do unto him just as
you have done to Sikhon”) “And Yisrael smote him with the
edge of the sword”?,

and the miracle in Og’'s war — as it is recounted in
(tractate) Brachoth p. 54B:* — was only that he couldn't
thrust the mountain on the children of Yisrael, however in
order to kill him, Moshe Rabeinu O.B.M. leapt and struck
him on his ankle — a natural act,

and unlike the war of Jericho which was (not a real war,
in a natural way, but) in a miraculous fashion, by ram’s
horns etc.”, and unlike the war of Sanheriv®, and the like.

And the reason for it is — in order to demonstrate that
the physical health, and victory also in materialism (even
in nature), depends on the health of the soul, which is
attained through full faith — to the point of self sacrifice
— in the G-d of the universe.

25. Chukat 21, 24.

26 . and ibid: “He (Og) said: ‘The camp of Israel how big is it? Three parasangs; I'll
go and detach a three parasangs mountain and throw it at them and kill
them.” So he went and detached a three parasangs mountain and carried it on
his head, and the Holy One, blessed be He brought upon him ants who
perforated it and it Janded on his neck etc.”. And it concludes: “Moshe.. took a
ten cubit ax, jumped ten cubits and struck him on his ankle and killed him”.

27 . Joshua 6, 4 and forth

28 . In which it is said (Melachim [Kings]B 19, 35) “..and the angel of G-d went
out and smote the camp of Ashur etc.... and when they arose early in the
morning, behold, they were all dead corpses” (and look up .in Eicha Rabba
chapt. 4, 15: Chizkiahu said .. I'm asleep on my bed and You — the Holy One,
blessed be He — Are doing etc.”).
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And to that Og responded: “what would his present
be”, that is to say, that this ( Yitzchok’s educational
upbringing until the acceptance of the yoke of Torah and
Mitzvoth).is only a present that comes from above and is
not from the aspect of the bottom (the world below), which
therefore — argues Og, has no hold in life, to come about in
a manner of sowing in the earth and obtaining a growth
from that, and therefore, it won't be able to exist, and with
one small finger he will kill him.

E. And about this the Holy blessed Be He said to him:
why do you despise his gift, you will live a long time? and
you will fall into the hands of thousands of thousands of
his children’s children:

Since, physical strength and health too, exists, only
when there is a basis and foundation of spirituality and
faith; since, otherwise, why shouldn’t the son sin and
pursue a reckless life etc. — a thing that will in the end hurt
the physical strength and health too.

That is to say: The need for a basis and foundation of
spirituality and faith is not only from the aspect of above
(which then would make place for the argument that it’s an
issue of a gift, and it won’t be able to exist etc.), but also
from the aspect of below (symbolically — materialism) itself,
since without a basis and foundation of spirituality and faith
also the physical strength and health will be nullified.

And this is the context of the response to Og — who
degrades Avrohom way of providing education to his son
Yitzchok saying that it's a matter of getting a free gift which
has no validity etc. — that on the contrary: Og’s school of
thought (that one can solely rely on the physical health of
the body) is the one that has no validity, since in the end Og
will fall into the hands of Yitzchok’s children’s children,

24 . The phrase “you will live a long time” is from B”R chapt. 42 ibid: “The Holy
One, blessed be He said to him (Og) — (I swear) upon your life that you will
get a reward for your footsteps giving you a long life in this world and for
having contemplated to kill the Tzadik (the Just, righteous person) (I swear)
upon your life that you will see thousand of thousands and tens of thousands
from his children’s children etc.”.



tell him: ‘your nephew was captured’ and he goes out to war
and gets killed, and I take Sara his wife” — that when he
saw Avrohom our patriarch occupying himself with the
Mitzva of Matza, food of faith?, the opposite of reason
(understanding and grasping) of Chametz (leavened
bread)?, He said: “This Avrohom is a zealot — is not
limited by reason, and therefore, when I tell him that Lot
was captured, he’ll go and fight — even though according
to reason he shouldn’t do it, because this was Mesirath
Nefesh (self sacrifice) that common sense does not
demand?® — and he’ll get killed.

And to point out, that here we see that the one who
follows reason, can give the illusion that he’s doing a
Mitzva, whereas in fact his intention was to achieve a
contrary result, as in our case, where his intention was not to
save Lot, but have Avrohom killed so that he may take his
wife].

And the verse continues (on the subject of Og) “Behold
his bed etc.; is it not in Rabbat Bnei ‘Ammon?” — the
capital city — which displayed “his bed the bed of iron” as
an exemplary model for the purpose of educating the cities’
inhabitants, that they should learn his school of thought
which claims that the essence of everything is physical
health (and not spiritual matters) as above.

And this is how during the Bar-Mitzva. they said to Og:
‘Didn’t you say that Avrohom.. is incapable of
engendering”.— since now all see that Avrohom has
succeeded to raise and educate his son in his path: until he
became Bar-Mitzva and has received the yoke of Torah and
Mitzvoth.

21. Zohar part 2 183, b. And see Likutei Torah Zav 13, D.

22 . See Torah Or Vayakhel 89, C. Likutei Torah Song of Songs 14, D.

23 . That is to say: The rescue of Lot in and of itself per se is a matter that logic
demands, however, under circumstances such as these, when the rescue
action invoelves going to war against four kings and in particular who were
powerful etc. (Rash”i’s commentary Lech Lecha 14, 9) — then it's a matter of
self sacrifice which logic does not demand.



Avrohom has no power to generate the continuation of his
path and style of life, faith etc., amongst the youth.

And concerning the minors and the youth — Og’s school
of thought is brought to light in what is recounted about
him:

“Behold his bed” (Dvarim 3,11) — and the Rashb”am
commented the crib of a small child — “an iron bed”,
which implies that the essence of everything is physical
health, without any basis and foundation of spirituality and
faith;

And from among the Mitzvoth (commandments) —
argues Og — only things that the common sense approves
of should be observed”, and not only that but also their
observance should be (not as a commandment of the
Creator, but) because common sense demands it¥, and
that’s why he told Avrohom our patriarch to go rescue his
nephew Lot (B”R Chapt. 42. Nida 61a?) — which is a matter
that common sense demands.

[And perhaps the contrary can be said — that his telling
Avrohom to go rescue Lot derives from the fact that
Avrohom would also do something that common sense does
not demand — which accounts for insertion of the
anecdote in B”R Chapt. 42.: (Og) came and found Avram
sitting and occupying himself with the Mitzva of cakes
(Matzoth).. He said: “This Avrohom is a zealot®, Now if I

19. The opposite of truth, that also the Mitzvoth that common sense demands, a
Jew should observe not because common sense demands, but because of the
commandment of the Creator, and not only that but that’s the way it should
also be among the nations of the world, as the verdict of the Ramba”m (Laws
of Kings chapt. 88) concerning the observance of the seven Noachite Laws by
the righteous of the world’s nations: “that he should accept them and will do
them because the Holy One Blessed He Be has commanded to do them in the
Torah.. but if he did them out of self conviction... he’s not among righteous of
the world’s nations etc.”.

20. In B”R (ibid) (8): “And there came the one that has escaped.. that’s Og.. He
(Og) said.. I'm telling him your nephew was captured’ and he goes out to war
etc.”. And in tractate Nida (ibid): “And there came the one that has escaped
and he recounted to Avram the Hebrew .. that’s Og.. etc.” (and in the
Thosphoth of this citation which begins with the same quote — he also brings
the above B”R).



is none other than to fall at into his hand, as it is stated®®:
And G-d said to Moshe: “Don't fear him for I have delivered
him into your hand etc.”. Until here the text of the Midrash.

C. And it is necessary to expound on the context of the
discussion and the deliberation concerning Yitzchok’s birth
at the Bar-Mitzva feast, 13 years after his birth,

[and to prelude — that with difficulty it must be
explained that this (the Midrash story about the discussion
and the deliberation with Og) applies also according to the
one who holds the opinion that “he was weaned from the
evil inclination” that is to say, that the event took place
during the Bar-Mitzva, even though literally the subject
implies that it occurred at a time when Yitzchok was a
minor (which fits the deliberation about the wonder in the
fact that Avrohom engendered), that is to say, according to
the one who holds the opinion that “he was weaned from
his milk”%, And this story was brought in Breishit Raba"
by the one who holds the opinion that the “great feast” was
at Yitzchok’s circumcision?®],

that we are not dealing with the ability to engender a son
in the literal sense — a fact that was clarified immediately at
Yitzchok’s birth, but with the ability to engender (mainly) in
the spiritual sense, to raise and educate a son who would
follow his path and style of life — an issue that was verified
during the Bar-Mitzva.

D. And the explanation of the matter:

that Og argued: Let Avrohom live in his faith, however,
that is no concern for the youth, that they should not
adhere to it. And this is what Og would say that “Avrohom
. is incapable of engendering”, in other words, that

15. Chukat 21, 34.

16 . Our sages opinion (and so it states in Rash”i’s commentary about the phrase:
“ At the end of 24 months”).

17. Chapt. 81. ,

18 . ibid.: “Another thing..When Avrohom circumcised his son Yitzchok he made
a great.. feast.. that all the great personalities attended and even Og was there,
on that occasion they said to Og: ‘Didn’t you say that Avrohom.. is incapable
of engendering etc.”.



from our land etc.?”. And we learn from the past about the
future and the present®, viz.

B. And it will be told concerning the first Bar-Mitzva,
in the first Jewish home — “Avrohom was one man”? —
Yitzchok’s Bar-Mitzva:

It is written “And the child grew and was weaned: and
Avrohom made a great feast on the day that Yitzchok was
weaned”. And it is brought in Breishit Raba chapter 5312 —
after bringing the commentary about “and he was weaned”
(in the opinion of R” Hoshaiya Rabba) that “he was weaned
from the evil inclination” (that is to say: 13 years old which
is the time when the good inclination arrives®) — that
Avrohom made a “great feast”, the “feast of great
personalities”, that all the great personalities of the world
and particularly Og was there ("Og and all the great
personalities were there with him”).

And it continues in the Midrash there: “They said (to
him) to Og: ‘Didn’t you say that Avrohom is a sterile mule
and is incapable of engendering’, (so) Og said to them:
Now what would his present be (if) not a crouched one
(meek and low"), if I laid a finger on him I would have
squashed him*, (so) the Holy One, blessed be He said to
him: why do you despise his gift, (I swear) upon your life
that you will see thousands and tens of thousands coming
from his children’s children, and the fate of that same person

8. The wording in the Mussaf for Yom Tov prayer.

9. See also Likutei Diburim part A p. 85 bottom of side: b: “The dictum of the
sage from the past teaches about the present and guides the path of the
future”.

10. Quoted from the text Yechezkel 33, 24.

11. Vayera 21, 8.

12. parag. 10.

13. Commentary of M”K. and in the commentary of Maharz”u: “that the text
words and he grew and he weaned contradict each other, since and he grew
implies that he became an adult, and he weaned implies that he weaned from
his milk... and therefore the meaning of and he grew is literal, and the phrase
and he was weaned refers to having been weaned from the evil inclination, at
the age of 13, at which time he is called an adult”.

14 . Commentary of M"K.



NOTES FROM THE REBBE*

(* For the benefit of the reader explanatory remarks and connecting phrases have
been inserted within the Rebbe’s own words in these notes. To distinguish them
from the latter, the latter was printed in bold letters. Also footnotes at the page
margin were introduced by the publisher to indicate the sources of the text.)

22 Sivan, 702, Bar-Mitzva. Kazarnovsky'.
[look up also in the letter to my cousin
Menachem Mendel Schneersohn?]

A. Bar-Mitzva, signifies entering into the camp of
Israel, and accepting upon oneself the entire yoke of Torah
and Mitzvoth, rejoicing and gladdening all his relatives
and acquaintances®.

And from where will he draw the force and the power
for this (to enter into the camp of Israel, and to accept upon
oneself the entire yoke of Torah and Mitzvoth), and
particularly in this troubling period!, when the children of
Israel are mournful and oppresseds?

However, “the deed of the patriarchs is a guiding
indication for the sons”*:

During the thousands of years in the history of the
Jewish people, there was an era when “each person dwelt
under his own vine etc.’”” and there were times of great
sorrows, following “because of our sins, we were exiled

1. R’ Shlomo Aharon Kazarnovsky (at his son’s Bar-Mitzva).

2. R’ Shalom Shiomo Schneersohn’s son, brother of the venerable R’ Levy
Yitzchok Schneersohn, our Rebbe’s father.

The letter is addressed to the cousin’s Bar-Mitzva, and it is dated from the
28th of Elul 689. (will be published G-d willing, separately).

3. About the joy of Bar-Mitzva — see Zohar portion Breishit 10,3. 15,4. Magen
Avrohom Orach Chaim chapt. 225 secondary parag. 4. Sefer Hasikhoth 744
part 2 page 403. And it was marked there.

4. In the midst of the World War, when many of our Jewish brethren are dying
as martyrs on the altar of sanctification of G-d’s name etc.

5. See Yevamoth 47, a: (The children of) Israel at this time are mournful, under
pressure, oppressed and scared and afflictions fall upon them”.

6. See Tanchuma Lech Lecha 9 Breishit Rabba chap. 40, 6. Ramba”n Lech Lecha
12, 6. And so on.

7. Melachim [Kings]A 5, 5.



Greetings and blessings!

In response to the notification about your entry to the
age of mitzvos:

May it be G-d’s will that from being “thirteen, and
obliged to observe the mitzvos,” you will grow to be fifteen,
and so on, [at each age fulfilling your obligations] as set out
in the Mishnah (Avos, ch. 5). May you become increasingly
studious and conscientious in your study of the Torah, in the
revealed teachings of the Torah and likewise in the
teachings of Chassidus, and may you observe the mitzvos
precisely and beautifully. And may G-d grant you success in
your endeavors to become a chassid, a G-d-fearing Jew, and
a scholar.

With blessings,
[The Rebbe’s signature]



Customs Related To A Bar Mitzvah
(Taken From Sefer HaMinhagim (English translation) p. 173)

One should endeavor to arrange that a bar-mitzvah
should be called to the Reading of the Torah for his first
aliyah on a Monday or Thursday morning, or at Minchah
on Shabbos.!

The blessing »waw T2 (Siddur, p. 70) is said without
mentioning G-d’s Name. It can be said [at the Reading of
the Torah] on a Monday, Thursday, or Rosh Chodesh,
and not necessarily on Shabbos.?

According to the custom of Lubavitch, people get to-
gether after Shacharis, the relatives of the bar-mitzvah say
a few words in honor of the happy occasion, and the bar-
mitzvah repeats a maamar of Chassidus.® Those present are
then offered cake and mashke, and a festive meal is held
in the evening.

A directive of the Alter Rebbe; see Likkutei Dibburim, Vol. II, p. 533 [and in
English translation: Vol. I, ch. 14, sec. 57}, at length.

HaYom Yom, p. 112. See Rama, [Orach Chayim,] sec. 225; Shaar HaKollel, sec. 24.
It has become the custom of late for the bar-mitzvah to recite the maamar
beginning with the words, Issa BeMidrash T[eh]illim, which was delivered [first
by the Rebbe Rashab at his own bar-mitzvah in the year 5634 (19n; 873), and
then repeated (with additions) by the Previous Rebbe at his own bar-mitzvah]
in 5653 (3 n; 1893). The maamar is reprinted in Sefer HaMaamarim 5708.
Likkutei Dibburim, op. cit., sec. 58.

Cf. the following passage in Zohar Chadash, Parshas Bereishis: *’R. Shimon
Bar Yochai invited the leading scholars of the Mishnah to partake of a great
festive meal which he had arranged.... He was very happy..., because, [as he
explained,] ‘On this day a holy and exalted soul descended...into my son R.
Elazar, and on this joyous occasion I shall experience supreme joy.”

See also Magen Avraham on Shulchan Aruch, Orach Chayim 225:4: “‘One is
obliged to prepare a festive meal on the day that his son becomes bar-mitzvah
as on the day that he is escorted to the marriage canopy.”
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By the Grace of G-d

We are filled with gratitude towards G-d for all the good-
ness He has bestowed upon us, and in His abundant kindness

we have merited to celebrate the Bar Mitzvah of our dear son,
Yosef Yitzchak.

We wish to extend our profound thanks to our relatives,
friends and acquaintances for joining us and rejoicing with us
in our day of joy. We thank them for blessing us and Yosef
Yitzchak with heartfelt blessings of Mazel Tov and best wishes
for a blissful life materially and spiritually.

We are honored to present you and your family with the
following unique momento of the Bar Mitzvah, which includes:

A) The discourse — in Hebrew and in English translation
— titled “Issa B'Midrash Tehillim,” which is customarily
recited during the Bar Mitzvah festivities.

B) A speech from the Rebbe’s personal journal — in
Hebrew and in English translation — that he delivered during
a Bar Mitzvah celebration (and was printed in Reshimos XVII),
on the subject of the Bar Mitzvah celebration of our forefathers,
Isaac. In order to assist in its reading, clarifications and eluci-
dation have been added to the body of the text, with the
Rebbe’s original words printed in bold and with larger sized
lettering. Additionally, the publisher has added source texts,
etc., in the footnotes. Understandably, all the additions are un-
determined; especially as the Rebbe’s words are so profound.

C) Select letters of the Lubavitcher Rebbe.

D) A reproduction of a talk which the Rebbe delivered in
Russian, together with his emendations and notes, in the
Rebbe’s actual sacred script.

We hope and pray for the ultimate and immediate
Redemption of the coming of Moshiach Tzidkeinu, and the
Rebbe will lead us to Artzeinu Hakdoisho speedily in our days,
Omein.

Rabbi Mordechai and Shterny Kanelsky

Sunday, July 28, 1996
Elizabeth, New Jersey
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