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concerning whom the Gemara states that he completely vanquished his evil

inclination, and nevertheless he did not withstand a test.'

Even the reformers do not say that a sheitel contradicts ethics, only that it is old-
fashioned. What then is there to fear? Let it be said that here goes a Jewish
daughter.

My father-in-law related that the city of Frankfurt had very religious Jews — their
piety made a name for them over all of Germany. This is so, notwithstanding the

fact that previously Frankfurt was filled with freethinkers.

All this came about in the merit of three women who were firm in their resolve to
wear a sheitel, observe family purity and provide their children with a kosher
education. This had an effect on the men and other women of the community. In

time, the community of Frankfurt changed for the better.

(Likkutei Sichos, Vol. XI1I, p. 188ff.)
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five years of university so that she understands the doctor’s reasoning, and only

then follow his advice?

There was a university student who came to me and said that he does not put

ontefillin or wear tzitzis because he does not understand why he should do so.

The reason for opposing a sheitel is that one does not understand intellectually

the need for it. Why not simply rely on G-d?

When one is asked to give a dollar and is promised a hundred thousand dollars in
its stead, one readily does so even when one doubts that he will receive the

[promised] hundred thousand dollars.

The difference between a sheite/ and a kerchief is the following: It is easy to take

off a kerchief, which is not the case with a sheitel.

When one is at a gathering and wears a sheitel, then even if the President were to
enter the room she would not take off the sheirel This is not so with a kerchief

which can easily be removed.

The objection that wearing a sheite/ was not made a condition of the match prior
to the wedding is not at all convincing. Does wearing a sheite/ have anything to
do with keeping one’s word? It should be worn because it brings true good fortune
to the husband, the wife, to children and grandchildren.

In the past, the custom was to cut off the hair. Later on the custom spread to
wearing a sheitel. Wearing a sheitel is especially appropriate now, when one can

obtain a sheitel in various shades, which looks even nicer than one’s own hair.

Let the woman ponder this matter. It doesn’t take an hour or even a half-hour of

contemplation. Why doesn’t she really want to wear a sheite/but only a kerchief?

Because she knows that a sheite/ cannot be taken off when she is walking in the
street or is at a gathering, while a kerchief can be moved all the way up and

sometimes taken off entirely, as known from practice.

[t is possible that she will say that she will wear a kerchief properly. If she does so,

then surely it is well. But experience has shown that this is not the case.

Why place oneself in the path of temptation? We beseech G-d prior to our
prayers, “Do not bring us to temptation.” Who is greater than King David
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Wearing a sheite/ has a beneficial impact on children and grandchildren,
sustenance and health, as the Zoharstates (III, p. 126a) that it has an effect on

children, health, and sustenance.

One should not ask: I know of a woman who does not wear a sheite/ and still
things go well for her regarding children, health, and sustenance, as well as life in

general.

First of all, we do not know what transpires in the life of another, what type of
travails he or she is undergoing; no one tells the other about all that takes place in
one’s life. Second of all, we are not to look at what is transpiring with others; we
are to do that which G-d commanded us to do.

(The Rebbe mentioned here that “we are a minority among the nations.” Should
we also draw the corollary that since there are more gentiles than Jews in this
world, and things are going well for them, that we are to imitate their ways? Were
we to act in such a manner, the Jewish people would have ceased to exist, G-d

forbid, a long time ago.)

When a Jewish woman walks in the street without a sheitel, there is no
(discernible) difference between her and others. However, when she wears a

sheitel, one can tell that here is a Jewish religious woman.

[t is not necessary to go in the streets loudly proclaiming, “I am religious” — but
... [in front of] whom is one embarrassed? One’s friend? Were they to say that this

is a religious Jew — what is the shame of the matter?!

Does such conduct require much mesirus nefesh! 1f, Heaven forfend, there is a
lack of food to eat, the children are hungry, and it is necessary to keep Shabbos in

one’s labor and business — this requires great mesirus nefesh. And still, without a

doubt, Shabbos is kept.

When one goes, for example, to a doctor, one does not understand why he

prescribes a particular medicine, but he is believed and relied upon.

Or if an infant is not digesting its milk and a doctor changes the formula, will the

mother whose child is lying in the cradle say that she will wait until she attends
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