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By the Grace of G-d
Rosh Chodesh Klslew, 57492
Brooklyn, N.Y,

To All Particlpants in the

FIFTH YEAR CELEBRATION of
Chabad Lubaviteh-Capital District
Albany, New York

Greetlng and Blessing:

| was pleased to be Informed of the lorthcoming Celebration, and may 1t
he with Hatzlocho In every respect. "

In keeping with the time-honored custam to draw a timely lesson from
the reading of the weekly Torah portlon, it is well to reflect on the story ol
our Father Jacob which ks related in the Sedra Vayetze of the Shabbos immedi-
ately preceding the event and continued in the following Sedra Vavishlach.

The Sedra Vayetze beglns with the Patriarch's leaving hls parental home
in Be'er Sheva and going Into "exile." Understandably, his heart is filled with
aporehension as to what the future holds for him and for the family he Intended
to ralse. But, reassured by G-d's promise of protection and help, he proceeds
on his way in the fullest confidence that he will succeed in his life's purpose
to carry on and transmit the traditions of his ancestors, Abraham and lsaac,
and return home sale and sound. Indeed, as we read on, Jacob succeeded
beyond expectation, and,despite the adverse and allen surroundings, be was
able to ralse his children in the finest tradition of ils ancestors, to became
the Divine Tribes of lsrael, the progenitors of our people Israel.

In the following Sedra, Vaylshlach, we read about Jacob's return with hls
blessed family, blessed not anly spirltually but also with worldly goods. Con -
fronted by his sworn enemy, his prayers were answe red again, Foe turn {riend,
and Father Jacob brings his famlly home - "complete, whole, and perfect” In
every respect, spiritually, physically and materially.

"The experiences of the Patriarchs are a 'sign® for the children," our
Sages declare. The story of cur Father Jacob s an everlasting source of
guldance and inspiration for every Jew, not to be disheartened by the fact that
Jews are a small minority among the natlons of the world, facing seemingly
overwhelming difficultles and ehallenges. For, with an unshakable will and
determination to carry on the traditions of our ancestors and to ralse our child-
ren In the way of the Tornh and Mitzvas without compromlae, we are assured
of G-d's blessings, not only to overcome all adversity, but come out of it
all the stronger and more complete In every respect.

t of aur Father Jacob ls very much altve in the Chabud-

# Lubavitch activists with exemplary
strengthening Ylddishkelt. They
but also personal lnvolvement.

The spiri
Lubaviteh Institutions and animates th
dedicatlon to the cause of spreading and
surely deserve nct only the fullest support,

yerful wishes to go from strength ta

] 1 cause, which is
strength in your contlnued endeavors in behalf of this viia
also :uund to widen the channels and vessels to recelve O-d's blessings ln

all your personal needs, materlally and splritually.

I extend to each and all of you pra
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“Tisha B’av’” has two sides to it!
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| "Tisha B’av” has tw'sides to it

, "Tishn'ﬂ'nv"isd‘i:darltmdayonrhe]ewitf\ca'lmdar
?a.?ch this year on Saturday:night and Sunday; July 24,
(11 Tishn ‘B'av commemorates “the: destruction | of
let_uulel_n's Holy Temple ‘and ‘almost 2 ‘millenia of Jewish
struggledin exile. On the negative side, Tisha B'av also’ saw
. fo_r_w years of death ‘and wanderting in’ the desert; the fall
'of Betar, the Spanish. expalsion in 1492, and the start of,
- World "War 1.7 : i, oy } ey ]

1 Today, the saddest thing about Tisha B'av is thar .i-nanv
_prople do ot know oricare to observe it, We don't know
Swhat we’re, missing. Unfortunately, we are splitand divided
- sufferimg from the 'same’ senseless hatred) that catised the
tragedy of Tisha B'av. PET AT e

Tisha B'av climaxes 3 weeks'of mourning, beginning
with the fast of Shia Asar Batarmiz on July 3, Diring the
mine Jdays’ preceding Tisha B'av, we abstain from meat and
wine (except at @ Micva dinner) nor take a full bath. We
fast'on Tisha B'ay, do not wash, wear leather shoes or have
#hanmal relations. The book of Lamentations is read siting
on'a lowestool in mourning.. - !

But there is another side wo Tisha Ba

The Talmud rells the story of Rabbi Akiva and the
sages tearing: their garments: in mourning” upon :
Jeru
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10 Shvat 5735. January 22, 1975.
Excerpts from a dialogue of the Rebbe with
then-NYS State Assemblyman, Mr. Howard Lasher,
at the Rebbe’s farbrengen

Rebbe: Thank you very much.
He told me that you are the sponsor of the
good resolution.

Lasher: Well, I'm not really the sponsor,
Steingut was the sponsor, and I helped it carry.
I'm the only Orthodox Assemblyman. I'm
Shomer Shabbos, and therefore...

Rebbe: You are satisfied to be the only one?

Lasher: No, absolutely not satisfied..

Signing the “Year of Chinuch (education)” Declaration, in honor
of Yud-Alef Nissan, the Rebbe’s birthday Right to Left: Rabbi Rebbe: To be a ben yochid ("only son") is not
Rubin; NY Gov. Hugh Carey; NYS Assemblyman Lasher;

Speaker of the NYS Legislature, Steingut. good,..

Lasher: It's not good. The problem is that in Albany,
it's away from your family, its away from Yiddishkeit,
there's very little up there.

Rebbe: You are living in Albany?

Lasher: No, but I come up during the week.
Rebbe: Maybe if you can change something in the
resolution: It should be for the Movement, not for

me personally. Then it will have more success. Don't
underline the yochid (individual), underline the

We have opened now
a branch in Albany, also™™

Movement. Assemblyman Lasher at the Rebbe’s farbrengen. Behind Lasher is
Rabbi Rubin. (-“Living Torah” video clip, from Jewish Educational
Media).

Lasher: I understand. I believe, yes, that you're
probably right, that it should be. Besides the yochid
- because definitely a movement is only as good as the leader that leads them - but it should be
entitled as for the whole Movement.

Rebbe: Yes.
Lasher: [ see the Mitzvah mobiles downtown, in Brooklyn.
Rebbe: We have opened now a snif, a branch, in Albany also.

Lasher: Yes, | know. Rabbi Rubin. It's a pleasure to have, believe me.
There's a minyan now for Mincha time and Maariv time, it's a pleasure to have.

Rebbe: Then you will have the hope to be not an "only son (yochid)". There must be "Twelve
Shevatim"..
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