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In the summer of 5727 (1967) the Rebbe gave his consent and
blessing to Mr & Mirs BenZion Rader to compile and edit a bool to
be entitled CHALLENGE - An Encounter with Lubavitch-Chabad
which would contain a brief history of the Chabad branch of
Chassidus, and indication of its growth and achieverments world-
wide, and an elementary introduction to its unique philosophy:

The Rebbe asked that the book be amply illustrated because "people today find little time for
reading but like to look at pictures" and that the book should be written "in popular style."
During the two and a half years of its compilation each section of the text was sent to the Rebbe
who personally edited its suitability and content, During that same period the Rebbe by letter and
messages urged that the book should be completed.
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By the Grace of G-d
6th of Marcheshvan, 5728
Brooklyn, N. vV,

Mrs., Hinda Rader
24, Holcombe Rd.
Ilford, Essex
England

Blessing and Gresting:

I have looked over the drawings, which have
generally met with my approval for publication

in the Challenge.

Now that this item has alse been confirmed;
I trust that the Challenge will appear without
further delay.

"Jith regard to two drawings, as indicated, I
could not quite see the connection between them
and their respective articles,

All the drawings have now been returned to
the office for sending them back +o you.

Hoping to hear good news from you,

With blessingwwqF;;Léi4gu2@ﬁpL
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SECRETARIAT of RABBI MENACHEM M. SCHMNEERSON
the Lubavitcher Rabbi
770 EASTEEN PAREKWAY, EROOELYN 13, N. Y.

By the Grace of G-d
gth of Cheshvan, 5730
Brocklyn, N. Y.

Mr. Benzion Rader
24, Holcombe Rd.
Ilford, Essex -
England -

Greéting and Blessings

Rabbi Hodakov has asked me tc acknowledge your letter
of October 7th, as well as to convey to you some suggested
corrections in connection with the final proofs of Challenge.

Thank you very much for your transatlantic call yester-
day, when I conveyed to you the said corrections. This let-
ter therefore is mainly for ths record.

The following suggestions and corrections were made:’

1) Begin Roman numerals from Rebbe's sisli letter
(i.e. vii). :

2) Begin list of contents (p. xi) with this itemg The
challenge of our time: Leiter by Lubaviicher Rebbe jscufs .

3) On p, 28, add to caption about the facsimile of
Mittler Rebbe: English text of letter appears on p. 26.

4} The Hebrew word wwi b appears everywheres with two
yuds, instead of two inverted commas.

5) P. 61: "White House Conference on {instead of “in)
Youth. : .

6) P. 159: Chief Rabbi's name is Rabbi Nissim (notNissan).

7) In the Glossary:

"Chutzpeh® - omit the word”Yiddishﬂin parenthesis, since
it is a Hebrew word.

“Kisei Hakovod" {instead of Hakoved).

“"Porah adumch. The red heifer used in purifying the
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Mr, Benzion Rader

ritually impure! Omit the rest of the explanation.
" )
"Bambam" - "Code Mishneh Torah" (instead of Mishnah).

"Shmiras mitzvos" - "Keeping of the commandments" (inw
stead of "keepers?.

n
"Taharas Hamishpocho" (instead of Taharog),

"Tosephos" - "...by a number of teachers from the twelfth
to fourteenth century," (instead of,” from the twelfth century

orf}.

"Vehoyo! - "And it will come to pass...." (instead of,
“and if you willl),

8) P, 250 - blot out name of hotel from picture.

g) P. 253 - Fifth line from bottom - "Talmud" (instead
of Talmund).

10) P. 268 - Last line out of place,

11) P, 273 « Picture should have a caption. Suggested
capt%on: "At a Farbrengen with the Rebbe ,Gwfy 1in Brooklyn,
N.Y,

12} P, 275 - Instead of "A particular Chasidic slant to,"
better: "A particular Chasidic insight into."

13) P, 329 - In final note, add also the fellowing im-
portant source: Rav's Shulchan Oruch, Orach Chaim, Chapter 85,
par. 3.

14) It is suggested that if there is a free page at the
end, it would be advisable to use it for "Suggested reading
on Chabad Chasidus in English," etc, Acceordingly, an up-to-
date list of our publications under this heading was mailed
te you yesterday by airmail special delivery.

No doubt the final proofs will be carefully checked at
your end for any possible misprints, since we have not had
time to check the entire set of the proofs carefully here.

We are now looking forward to receiving the printed
copies in a happy and auspicious hour,

With kindest personal regards,

Sincerely yours,
A

ey . wé e

If one refers to the relevant pages in Challenge, it would be noted that all the Rebbe’s sug-
gestions in the above letter were effected.
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The book was ready for printing early in
5730 (1970) and BenZion Rader took a
properly bound ozalid copy of the book for
the Rebbe's final approval when he attended
the memorable events arranged to mark 20
years of the Rebbe's nessius on Yud Shevat.
These events mncluded the completion of
the Moshiach Sefer Torah, which had been
commenced by the Previous
Lubavitcher Rebbe.

On Sunday evening the Rebbe gave
yechidus {(private audience) to some
of the many thousands who had
come to 770 to participate in the
joyous events of the past three
days. Just before BenZion Rader
was due to go into the Rebbe's room, Rabbi
Krinsky showed him some of the pho-
tographs that had been taken at the
Hachnosos Sefer Torah two days earler.
One showed the Rebbe placing the crown
on the new Sefer Torah. "Just what we need
for the final article in the book [which was
about Shavuos]", said Mr Rader. So the pho-

"Won't
people say

there 1s 100 know there is a photograph of me at

1hH
Rebbe?”

tograph was hurriedly trimmed to size and
scotch taped onto the final page.

When he entered the Rebbe's room,
BenZion Rader handed the book to the
Rebbe and, apologising for the delay in its
completion, said "we were waiting for the
fina] photograph which was not available
until a few minutes ago." The Rebbe
immediately turned to the final page
and saw the newly affixed photo-
graph. Smiling, the Rebbe said "I

the beginning of the book and I
assume there are some of me in the
middle of the book, now there is one
of me at the end of the book. Won't
people say ‘there is too much Rebbe?"
BenZion Rader replied "I thought the
Rebbe was the beginning, the middle and
the end of Chabad!"

The Rebbe suddenly became serious and
replied "Not the beginning! Chabad is over
200 years old and I am only 68."
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In July 5730 (1970) when Challenge had been printed and
widely distributed, BenZion Rader asked the Rebbe in
yechidus whether there was another project in which his wife

and he could be privileged to participate.

The Rebbe asked whether a copy of
"Challenge" had been sent to Mr Zalman
Shazar, President of Israel. On being told
that this was obviously an oversight, the
Rebbe said "It's not too late! President
Shazar's birthday is on
Rosh Chodesh Kislev
and he celebrates it at
the Tzemach Tzedek
Shul in Jerusalem. I
suggest that Mrs Rader
and yourself, accompa-
nied by Rabbi Sudak,
the Rebbe's principal
shaliach in the UK.,
should attend the cele-
bration and present a specially bound and
inscribed copy of the book to him." The
Rebbe then said  "remember that
President Shazar is a Nasi BYisroel and
the book and presentation should accord
with that." Interestingly the Rebbe, with

his acute sense of detail, said that a book

such as this should have two silk book-

marks. He then added "and when you are

in Eretz Yisroel, Mrs Rader and you will

find the next project that I would like you
to undertake!"

"Rermember that
Presiderst Shazar is a
Nasi B'Yisvoel
and the book and
preseritation should accord

- wth that.”

Accordingly, when back
in England, prepara-
tions were made to
accord with the Rebbe's
suggestions. First a visit
to the Royal bool-
binders to choose a
suitable binding. The
finest leather was cho-
sen, beautifully tooled in gold with sillke
interfacing.

And, in order that the Rebbe should see
the final product, an identical copy was
ordered which when completed was sent
to the Rebbetzen Chaya Mushla.

el Pl Jotml{ Gk
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On Rosh Chodesh Kislev, President Shazar davenned at the
Tzemach Tzedek Shul and, following the davenning, participated
in a farbrengen at which the book was presented to him.
Accepting it, President Shazar, who had been told by the local
Chassidim that the book had been especially bound by the

Queen of England's boolsbinders, was very moved and remarked

to BenZion Rader that this was "truly a hiddur mitzvah."

The  following  Sunday,
President Shazar invited Rabbi
Sudak and Mr and Mrs Rader
to his official residence for a
lechaim. He told them that he
had read the book and was very
impressed but he had one
major criticism: "The book
contains only one chapter on
Chabad in Eretz Yisroel.
Chabad's work here deserves a
book on it's own'" The
President then proceeded to
mention many of the luminar-
ies of Chabad he had encoun-
tered in the Land.

When they returned to their hotel, BenZion
Rader, who had been requested to regularly
report to the Rebbe the details of their two-
week visit, telephoned Rabbi Hedakow to
tell him of what had transpired on their visit
to the President and asked whether a second
book on Chabad in Eretz Yisroel was to be

President Shazar saying Uchaim with Benzion Rader

their next project. There was a short pause
until he heard the voice of the Rebbe, who
obviously was on the line, say "Yoh" and
Rabbi FHodakow repeated "Yes!" So
"Challenge - An Encounter with Chabad in
Eretz Yisroel" was commenced.
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RABB] MENACHEM M. SCHNEERSON NRTMAMY 770N oTn
Lubavitch EEMINDY
770 Eastermn Parkwoy
Brocklyn 13, N. Y.
PTKe PIVROK TI0
HYacinth 39250 REN KL FoL
By the Gracsz of G-d
Erev Chanukah, 5731
frooklyn, M. Y.

Mr. & Mrs. Benzion

& Hinda Rader
24, Holcombe Rd.
Ilford, Essex
England

Greeting and Blessing:
I duly received your lettergwith the enclosurss

Though I have not yet had an opportunity to study the
detailed report with the aitention it deserves, because of
the intervening matters connected with Yud-Tes Kislev and

‘Chanukah - even a glance at it makes me want to express to
you my appreciation, as well as the prayerful wish that there
should be a fruitful centinuity resulting from your visit in
Eretz Yisroel, for the benefit of “yourselves and all yours,
and all concerned. Uu.%sm&ﬂ,w% :

Needless to say, of particular interest is the remark
by President Shazar thait the activities of Chabad Lubaviich
in Eretz Yisroel are all too briefly described in the
Challenage. Moreover, since its appearance many moIe accom-
plishments have been added to be reported on.

On the other hand, the suggestion, which seems to be in-
dicated from your writing, about publishing a special velume
on Chabad in the Holy Land, though undoubtedly a very desir-
able thing, does not lend itself to be implemented I1n a shoxt
time. In order that it should be as it should, would reguire
considerable time. And the lack of it would be felt in the
meantime. Furthermore, and this is also an essential point,
in making a presentation of the-Challsnge to somecne, it would
be difficult to add & separate volume.

In the light of the above, it is well to think of a
special volume for the long run, but in the meantime, it
would be morz practical to prepare a special complementary
chapter, dealing with Chabad in Eretz Yisroel, in the form of
a Supplement. The fact that it would be only a Supplemant

. would alse explain why it is not more complete and all-em-
bracing. The important thing is that such a supplementary
chapter could be prepared in a matter of weesks.

To ensure the implementation of the abecve, and to ensure
zlso that it is being properly taken care of, I would suggest, LY
that you take this task upon yourselves. Our coworkers in
Eretz Yisrpel will of course give you the utmost cooperation.
I amonfident, knowing of the energy and dedication which you
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dr. 2 Mrs. Benzion & Hiada Dader

invested in the Challenge, that vcu could truly carzy out

this task in a matter of woeks, The Sunnlsment weuld have

an exnlanatory introduction to the effect that since the pub-
lication of the Challenge, the Chabad activities in Eretz
Yisroel have reached new heiaghts and therefore call for a
special supplementary chapter. The Jupplement would, of
course, be in the same format as the Challenge, and could

have a soft cover. Thus, svery time the Challenge is presented,
the Supplement would be attached to the main volume.

A further point, inasmuch as this would be in the nature
of a supplement, it would be possible toc put the emphasis on
the pictorial aspects of it.

I believe you mentioned in a telephone conversation that
President Shazar said he would write 2 special message for
this additional chapter. I trust that he will agree to give
his message to this Supplement, which will undoubtediy extend

over scores of pages.

Finally, there would be a further gain in publishing the
said Supplement, in that it could serve as a model and patiern
for .the other countries whsre Chabad Lubavitch activities are
carried on extensively, such as France, Australia, etc., each
to produce its own Supplemsnt dealing with the particular
country, which cculd be usad as an addendum te the Challenge.
This would then well serve as a substiitute for a separate
volume, and save money, and, especially, time.

Needless to say, I am in complete agresment with you on
the need of having a good public relations office for Chabad
in Eretz Yisrocel, as in other countries. You are alse right
that the main difficulty is not financial, but rather the
shortage of manpower. For, as in 2ll the various institutions
and activities of Chabad, anyone who could be recruitad, has
aglready been burdened with more than 2 normal load of

responsibilities,

Mow that we are about to celebratz the festival of Chanu-
kah, which is celebrated by kindling the Chanukah lights in
growing numbers from day to day, zach and every cne of us is
again reminded of the need to help spread the light of the
Torah and Mitzvoth both in the home as well as outside, and
%o do so in a steadily growing measure, Our Sages . have as-
surad us that "NMothing stznds in the way ef the will."

With all good wishes for a bright and inspiring Chanukah,

With blessing, <;L£LAéL
4V A

10
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Just before Challenge - An Encounter with Chabad in
Eretz Yisroel was completed, Mr & Mrs Rader asked
Rabbi Leibel Groner to enquire of the Rebbe whether 1t
was alright to show a map of Eretz Yisroel on the loose
jacket and, if so, should it include the Sinai Desert and
other places which at that time were in dispute.

Rabbi Groner later
informed them by
telephone that the
Rebbe had said that
they should show
only an outline of
the coast of Eretz
Yisroel and mark
only five locations:
Jerusalem, Hebron,
Safed, Kfar Chabad
and Nachlas Far
Chabad. The jacket
should also have
photographs of the
Frierdiker Rebbe, the
Rebbe Rashab and
the Rebbe arranged
in the form of a
segel. The Rebbe's
photograph should
be in the place of the
lower dot of the
segel as "the lower
dot binds the other
two dots together.”
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Preface:

Some of us remember it as children, some of us as parents, some of us still get to see
it at regular times in the year when it arrives at our doorstep...no, not the electricity bill, the

newspaper or a catalogue. Not just an ordinary magazine but a special magazine called "The
Moshiach Times". A magazine loved and read by all, children and adults alike.

One of the things that makes this magazine so special is the interest that the Rebbe
has taken in its publication since day one. A number of times, the Rebbe would refer it dur-
ing a Farbrengen. Before each issue, the cover drawn for that issue would be given into the
Rebbe for editing and comments. Sometimes, the Rebbe would return the drawing, indicat-
ing by a tick that it was okay. Frequently the situation was not so and the Rebbe would add a
brief comment instructing or suggesting certain COrrections.

These answers are unique, because by examining them we caich a glimpse of the
Rebbe's approach to both chinuch and publishing, Occasionally; the Rebbe would comment
that a certain Mitzvah, or detail thereof, has been omitted. Sometimes, the Rebbe would point
out practical mistakes such as the wrong time on the clock for burning the Chometz, and so
o

The following section contains a partial collection of some of these answers and
instructions. We chose to print here mainly the answers regarding drawings of Elul and
Tishrei. However, we have also included one answer from each of the remaining holiday sea-
SOms.

As an introduction, and a tale in it's own right, is what led to having the great merit of
the Rebbe editing these drawings. As a supplement, is another interesting story; in which the
Rebbe refers to a suggestion of printing a comic strip, which also teaches us of the Rebbe's
approach to cartoons in general.

Special thanks to Dr. Pape for sharing these answers with us.

ooty Pt Frermel{ Pfenny
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Tzivos Hashem was still in its infancy when the
decision was made to publish a magazine for all
Jewish boys and girls. Tzivos Hashem had writ-
ten to the Rebbe about the idea, and the sug-
gestion that the magazine should, with the
Rebbe's consent, be called "The Moshiach
Times". The fact that the Rebbe had shown
such interest had enthused everyone, and it was
not long before the first issue was all readyto go
to print. It so happened, that on the cover of
this first magazine was a drawing of two lines of
children - one of boys and the other (above t)
of girls - each carrying banners. Every banner
had one letter on i, which together, they
formed the words "Ahavas Yisroel".

Just before going to print, one of the senior
members of the overseeing board, an elderly
and respected Chossid, who hadn't seen the
magazine earlier, was disturbed by the cover
drawing. He argued, that it is neither proper, nor
acceptable to portray a picture (or drawing) of a
girl on a Jewish and Chassidish magazine,
Others argued that this "rule” no longer applied,
or that as the Rebbe had founded Tzivos
Hashem for Jewish boys and girls, it was there-
fore not inapproprate to have a girl on the
cover, especially as the boys and girls were
shown separately. However, the elderly Chossid
would only come as far as to suggest that the
cover may be given to the Rebbe, "and then we'll
see...". No one would oppose this suggestion,
and so, the magazine was sent to the Rebbe.
Sure enough, the Rebbe had what to comment
about the cover:
nms PN DA Py eI

Which means - "[that] the emphasis should be
on [the idea of} mwaa Y% namsy.”

== 18

However, not a word mentioned about the boys
and girs... and so, the magazine was published
bearing the cover as it is shown here on page 20.

L L L 4

Time passed and before long, it was time for the
second issue which was to be dated Punm. On
this occasion, too, the cover pictured two
children, a boy and a girl in Punm costume,
dressed as Mordechai and Esther - blowing bub-
bles... In the bubbles - were images of the
Mitzvos of Purim. Once again, the same elderly
Chossid began to voice his opinion that such an
idea is absolutely out of the question. It would
be against all "Chassidishe" ethics to print such
a drawing of a boy and girl together on the
cover of the magazine. "The Rebbe only olkayed
it on the previous cover,” he argued, "where the
boys and the gitls were in two separate lines;
here however, they are standing next to each
other, and this is totally unacceptable!”.

Once again, it was decided that the magazine be
sent to the Rebbe in order to ascertain whether
the Rebbe really did agree with such a danng
idea - to have a boy and a girl together on the
cover of the magazine... This tine, the cover
came back and all the Rebbe did was mark a tick
on it, indicating that it "passed inspection”, and
was fit to print. Now; everyone agreed that it
could be printed as it is shown on page 21.

L] L4 L]

Tt was now evident, that the Rebbe was not in
the least against having such drawings on the
covers of "The Moshiach Times"; but, no one
would have guessed that the Rebbe would insist
on having a boy and a gifl on every cover.
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Therefore, when it came time for the third issue
to be published before Pesach, the dmft cover
portrayed a boy looking into a sticker album,
where the stickers were of the 15 sections of
the Pesach Seder (see page 22). From the angle
being used in the drawing, and also because of
the size of the album and the boy's face - it was
out of the question and virtually impossible to
have a girl on the cover as well.

By now it was almost a custom that the cover
was sent to the Rebbe, "Just to make sure" that
it passed requirements, Sure enough, "just in
case" paid off, and the Rebbe did indeed have
quite 3 comment to make. Though brief, but
very clearly, the Rebbe made a firm pomt. It
read as follows:
gl g=hivie

Which means - "There should also be a girl."

It ‘was not necessary to say anything more, It
was quite obvious that the Rebbe's stand was
strongly in favour of, and moreover “a must”, to
have both a boy and a girl on each cover of
"The Moshiach Times". We have shown here
(see page 22) the final drawing where, somehow;
the face of the girl had managed to be inserted.

By the time issue no. 4 came ‘round, it was
agreed by all, that as the Rebbe has responded
so positively to the previous covers, perhaps the
same should apply to all future issues.

This 1s how it came to be that the Rebbe would
edit the covers of "The Moshiach Times",

& L4 <+

Some years later, early in 5744 (1984), a number
of world-famous artists began to draw for "The
Moshiach Times", and have contributed a lot to
the magazine - in taste, and in ideas. [The
Rebbe's response to an idea of one of these
artists - is brought later in this section, in the
supplement.] One of these artists, Joe Kubert,

who is very skillful in cartoons, had prepared a
rough sketch as a proposal for an Elul-issue
cover. The idea was reviewed by the editor of
"The Moshiach Times", and some details were
changed and added to accord with what were
deemed to be the Rebbes requirements. The
drawing was that of 2 boy returning home from
camp, and entering his room which is lined with
all the details needed to qualify it as the room of
a soldier in Tzivos Hashem: The Mezuzah was
on the correct side of the door. The boy was
wearing a Yarmulke and Tzitzis, A Siddur, a
Chumash, and a Tzedaka box were on the table,
as well as other books on the shelf. The calen-
dar was turned to the month of Elul, and a pic-
ture of a man blowing Shofar was to be seen on
top. Even a "Moshiach Times" was on the
table... Only one "minor" detail was left out for
some reason: there was no girl in the picture.

As the custom bad been to send the cover draw~
ing to the Rebbe, the sketch was then sent to the
Rebbe who returned the drawing with the
following instructions:
SNV N
WONME RS TIP3 Nsen oy 2y

Which means - "[Firstly:] the Tzitzis should be
seen [- apparently they are not noticeable
enough. And secondly:] there must also be a girl
in another corner.”

In this answer, the Rebbe darifies his position
even more. On the one hand, there must be a
girl too. On the other hand, the two children
should not be seen as coming from camp
together, as it may seem that they had been at
the same camp.

Reproduced here are copies of the original
sketch which was sent to the Rebbe (sez page 23),
and the final cover drawing, corrected according
to the Rebbe's instructions. (see page 249).

L4 L4 L4

i9
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1 SHEVAT, 5741 . JAN. 1981
TR Y77 Nk

!

LOVE YCUR FELLOW JEW AS YOURSELF!

20




Wedding Celebration of Aron & Dinie - 20 Elul 5759

Happy Purim

Vol 1 No, 2 ' Adar 11, 3741 March 1981

33 cents




PART T TOMAN T R Sw R anpwn e

VOL. I NO. 3

Nissan 5741 April 1981
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The following drawing (5ee page 27) was
sent to the Rebbe as a suggested cover for
"The Moshiach Times" dated Elul 5750
(1990). In the drawing, the children are in
the field with baskets of freshly picked
late summer fruit. In the foreground,
stands a man who is wearing a Tallis, and
is blowing the Shofar. When this drawing
was submitted to the Rebbe, the Rebbe
replied:
TS PR - Ta Py
290 1Y - MoNa PYpInRS
npSam o PR RTINS

Which means: "When we blow [Shofar]
on Rosh Hashana - it is not [done] in the
field; when we blow [Shofar] during [the
month of] Elul - usually it is [done] in
continuation to Davening [Shacharis] and
we also wear Tefillin."

This comment refers to the fact that, on
the one hand, the person blowing Shofar
is standing in the field - indicating that it is
on a weekday; and apparently in the mid-
dle of Elul; on the other hand, the person
is wearing a Tallis and is not wearing
Tefillin - perhaps suggesting that it is
Rosh Hashana (when we blow Shofar
while wearing only a Tallis). The Rebbe is
commenting that the person should either
be wearing Tefillin or should not be in the
field. According to this answer, the draw-

ing was corrected, and in the final drawing
(prired heve on page 28) - the person is
standing in Shul and is blowing Shofar
while wearing Tallis and Tefillin (appar
ently just after Davening Shacharis). At
the same time the children are coming in
from the field towards a window of the
Shul.

® * %

The following drawing (primed here on page
29), is a rough draft of a cover suggestion
for "The Moshiach Times" to be dated
Tishrei 5746 (1985). The drawing was sent
to the Rebbe, and in the editor's letter to
the Rebbe, he describes the idea as fol-
lows: "The children are making Mitzvah
Toys' out of wood, and weighing them in
a scale, In one pan of the scale are the
Mitzvahs, in the other is the world, which
is being buoyed up by the weight of the
Mitzvahs". The editor continues to note,
that "The artist, Dave Berg, will correct
the drawing so that the children are sitting
in chairs [- not on their knees]."

One can see that every effort was made to
anticipate and meet all the Rebbe’
requirements. Almost every single detail
of all the Tishrei Holidays (plus more)
had been inserted somehow into the
woodwork. However, "just" one detail -

25
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had been overlooked, and sure enough,
“without it - it could not pass the Rebbe's
inspection. This was the Rebbe's reply:
B”3 NNTRI”
LT IR NI P2 0 1D N5 ORI
BTN NI UMY YOI

Which means: "As [T have] spoken many
times -~ it would be advisable to add a
smaller third candle between the [already
existing] two candles, or beside them."

[The Rebbe then continued with a bless-
ing, apparently in regard to the end of
the editor’s letter to the Rebbe, where he
reports to the Rebbe of the artist’s
advancement in Yidishkeit in his person-

al life,]

The Rebbe's answer needs no
explanation. It is known that the Rebbe.
very actively encouraged that little girls
should also light Shabbos candles. Here
was a perfect opportunity to emphasise
this. As the children themselves were the
ones crafting the Mitzvah Toys', it would
be most natural that theyadd a third can-
dlestick. At the same time, in order that
this be properly noticed, the Rebbe sug-
gests that the third candle be a smaller
one than the other two. Needless to say,
that in the final drawing (following on page
30) - the third candle, a notch smaller
than the other two, found its way to the

scale pan, just between the two taller
candlesticks...

L4 < L 4

The following drawing (prired here onpage
31), is an early draft of the cover for
“The Moshiach Times™ dated Tishrei
5745 (1984), In the drawing, the whole
family is taking part in building the
Sukkah. The father is putting up the
frame for the walls. The children are
bringing wood and tools, and Sechach
for the roof. And the mother is bringing
out refreshing cold drinks for everyone

to enjoy.

Although nothing is missing of the
"Sukkah building scene", there is stll
something more that could be added in
in light of the atmosphere of preparing
for the Suldsos Holiday; but it was the
Rebbe who noticed this and in a short
concise answer the Rebbe instructed:

ki = e g

Which means: "[To add] a drawing of
the Daled Minim' [= the Lulav, Esrog,

etc.].”

It didn't take much to put this instruc-
tion into action, and in the final cover (see
page 32) - one of the children is holding
a Lulav and Esrog in his hands.

Bt Pl e P fg
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Chanukah:

The year 5748 (1987-88) was the "Year of
Hakhel". The Rebbe called then and urged
that in the light of this year - every person
should actively take part in organising
"Hakhel's", by bringing people together for
the purpose of teaching them Torah - just
as the King would do in the time of the
Temple. In this spirt, the following cover
idea (prinied here on page 37) was drawn,
showing the entire family participating in a
Chanukah "Halhel"-get together.

Once again, all the details were carefully
reviewed, the Mezuzah was put on one side
of the door, and the Menorah on the other;
a Tzedakah box is on the table (for at every
"Hakhel" it is appropriate to give
Tzedalah), there are plenty of Dreidels’ at
hand, and Grandma is bringing out hot
Latkahs... The boy in the center is telling
and acting the story of Chanukah, while
the other children cheer on...

One thing was miscalculated: The menorah
belongs at the door only when it is lit for
the purpose of fulfilling the Mitzvah of
lighting Menorah; however, there are times
when the Menorah is lit solely for the pur-
pose of publicizing the miracles of
Chanukah ("Pirsumei Nissa"). A prime
example for such a scenario would be the

well-known public outdoor-Menorahs. In
such cases, it is not as important to place it
at the door, preference being given to the
location which will draw most attention.
The same would apply to any "Chanulkah
party", where the prime goal is to publicize
the miracles.

In the light of this, upon seeing the
Menorah in the background (at the doos),
the Rebbe replied sharply:

"P1D 3UBD K2 NDY MDD MR Tt

Which means: "The Menorah is inten-
ded for [the purpose] of »sp1 mip7D”
(= Publicizing the miracle), not [meant to
be] in the corner!!"

Sure enough, after being taught this new
lesson, the Menorah was quickly brought to
the foreground, for all to see (see page 38).

% & @

Tu Bishwvat:

Tu Bishvat is Rosh Hashana for the Trees.
It is therefore a custom for some, to plant
trees on this day: The cover draft which was
sent to the Rebbe for the Tu Bishvat issue
of 5745 (1985), shows "The Shpy" and his
friends enthusiastically participating in this
exciting actvity in their own very way. Iln
the editor's words: "Of course, a Shpy
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doesn't just plant ordinary trees - he plants
Mitzvah Trees... What are these trees? There
is one for lighting Shabbos Candles, one for
Learning Torah, one for Mezuzah and
Tefillin, Kashruth, Tzedokoh, Telling the
Truth, and most important of all - Deeds of
Loving Kindness." Almost all of the “Ten
Mivtzoim’ which relate to children have been
labeled to the trees, plus some other ideas
that could teach a good lesson to children.

What could be wrong with such an exciting
scenario? Only the Rebbe can tell; and he did!

SN opNabTh Fon
PIANEAT TOPXIBID PO R s

Which means: "Part of the Mivtzoim' has
been repeated, while a part of the Mivtzoim'
has been [totally] omitted!"

Examining the Rebbe’s reply shows that the
only "Mivtza" missing in the original drawing
(see page 39), is "Taharas Hamishpacha"
(Family Purity), which in our humble minds,
seems not relevant to children. The Rebbe,
however, makes it clear, that it is not our bust-
ness to judge as to which of the "Mivtzoim"
is intended for whom, and which should bet-
ter not be mentioned... All the "Mivtzoim"
which the Rebbe initiated are intended for
every Jew, without exception - even for chil-
dren! Obviously; in the final drawing (see page
40), all the "Mivtzoim" are present.

¢ . @ %
- Purim -

Purim is the time and the holiday when the

children are more than ever put at centre-

stage. It was they who took a great part to
avert the decree, and it is they who make the
most of all the celebrating, However, soldiers
in Tzivos Hashem are not of the nature to
keep the joy for themselves, rather they share
it with others,

In this drawing (printed here on page 41),
which was to be used for the Purim issue of
5746 (1986), the children have come in full
costume to a senior citizen centre, and have
brought to the elderly people an abundance
of youthful energy and happiness. Needless
to say; they haven't forgotten to remind the
elderly of some the various Mitzvos of
Purim: Reading of the Megillah, Shalach
Monos, and gifts to the needy. In summary:
it's a very “happening” scene... {Just to note:
in a previous answer, the Rebbe suggested to
add a Gragger and scores of "Homan
Tashen". This has been done ever since in
every Purim issue - here as well]

Just one problem, and a "problem" that only
the Rebbe would notice. The artist labeled
the Tzedakah box ("Pushka") with the name
"Torah Academy”. This "little" mistake may
have resulted in someone misunderstanding
how to properly fulfiii the Mitzvah of Gifts
to the Poor... And so, the Rebbe replied:
PNTDI N1 DINDRT MPATN B RpTYa”

Which means: "Regarding the Tredakah of
Purim - the emphasis is [put] on

[giving to] poor people, not [supporting]
organizations."

This was a rather simple correction to practi-
cally implement (see page 42), but just as easy
to have overlooked, and quite a critical mis-

34
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take for the one who would have stumbled
over it, and a deep lesson of how every small
detail may be very crucial.

L 4 <+ *

- Pesach -

The scene is: Pesach of 2448, in Egypt. The
cover is to be dated: Pesach of 5750. It was a
great idea, but not good encugh. It had the
goat which was kept at home for four days, it
had the cleaning up of all leaven and search-
ing for the Chometz, and it had someone
smearing the blood of the Korban Pesach on
the doorpost while the Egyptian pyramids
gaze on and wonder... Perhaps the painting
on the wall is meant to be a portrait of their
Leader and Redeemer - Moshe Rabbeinu... In
short - it had all the Mitzvos that applied at
the time, and a boy and girl were not left out.

What could be wrong? The idea was sent to
the Rebbe, who returned it with the following
comment:
DPEMAD DUNW ISP (PT) PWTORTI DR PR
AT BEIIMTT 2PN N2
791 FEE DI S PR SN TED

Which means: "It should be looked into,

whether it is advisable that the cover [draw-

ing] be solely [dedicated to] an idea which
must be in the Beis Flamikdosh; or [perhaps],
to choose from the manyideas to do with the
Pesach holiday; [such as:] Matzah, or Biur
Chometz, or [the preparing of] Charoses,
Matzah, etc.”

The Rebbe is apparently referring to the fol-
lowing problem: When a child sees the draw-

ing he thinks of how he could translate it into
his own life. A drawing of the Korban Pesach
ceremony; could, at best, be associated with
something done in the Temple - not some-
thing he can translate into action in his own
life. Therefore, the Rebbe suggests, that it
should be reviewed whether this is a good
idea, or perhaps, it would be better to choose
a topic which the child can translate and find
fulfilled in his own life and in his own home.
Examples of such ideas that the child can
relate to, says the Rebbe, are not scarce in the
Pesach treasury...

The end result was (see page 44), to focus on
one of the Rebbe's suggestions: preparing
the Charoses, and at the same time - not for-
getting the "Hand Made Shmurah Marzah®,
(and also, Mom preparing the eggs for the
Seder - the up-to-date remembrance of the
sacrifices brought in the Temple on Pesach,
to which the child can relate).

k4 & L4

- Shavuos -

Following is a typical answer of the Rebbe in
the early stages of "The Moshiach Times",
when the editors hadn't learnt yet all the rules
and guidelines which the Rebbe was to
instruct over the course of the years. It was
the cover drawing for Shavuos 5743 (1983),
bearing a boyand a girl who are coming forth
to ldiss the Sefer Torah which is being
brought from the Aron Hakodesh to the
Bima for the reading of the Ten
Commandments. There was actually nothing
really wrong with the drawing, only that there

s = = =35
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ing, only that there was something that may
have added another important message. The
Rebbe’s answer read as follows:

PIUIIPnN WY 337 W07
5P MM s

Which means: "Tt would be advisable to take
advantage of the [already existing] drawing of
the mantle [which covers the Sefer Torah], to
[add onto it] a drawing of square Luchos.”

Apparently, as Shavuos is when we
celebrate the giving of the Torah, or
particulardy the Ten commandments which
were on the Luchos, it would only be appro-
priate to use this occasion for teaching the
children that the Luchos were square (not
round, as they appear in many places). And
so, the square Luchos were added to the
. Mantle (see page 46), and this lesson was also
used in the future.

¢ * &

- Shavuos/Summer -

The following cover idea was for the Summer
(Sivan-Tammuz) magazine of 5745 (1985).
Since the magazine was not going to be ready
in time for Shavuos, it was it was decided to
make a "Summer" issue, with the cover
depicting children going to camp (see page
47): The buses are filling up - one headed for
the boy's camp, and the other to the gitl's

camp. The drivers are loading the luggage,
Father is reminding his daughter to wiite
home, and Mom is reminding her son to
brush his teeth... The lesson being conveyed
to the children is the importance of going to
a Jewish camp with a Torah environment.

Surprisingly; the Rebbe's comment was (as in
the previous answer) - to add a drawing of
the (square) Luchos. Following is the answer,

which was attached to the returned draft:

PIYNBRD  PIN DM 73 BT TR

Which means: "It would be advisable to add
[a drawing of the] two square Luchos."
adding "[Perhaps] in the middle?" [Noze: The
answer uns copied by a secretary, and pinned to
the draft, then returned to the Rebbe who
rarked it with a tick of approwl.]

In addition to the obvious lesson - emphasiz-
ing the square Luchos at every possible
opportunity; the Rebbe wants to remind the
children that the message of Shavuos must
be taken along to camp as well. The most
appropriate way to do this, is to add a dravwe
ing of the Luchos, and these Luchos would
obviously be... squarel

The Luchos were added in the Heavens, and
depicted in a different colour; this added a
totally new and unexpected dimension of
meaning to the picture which finally appeared

on the cover (printed here on page 48).
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In the spring of 5744 (1984), one of the artists
for "The Moshiach Times", David Berg, sug-
gested the following idea: To take passages from
"Pirkei Avos", and present them as lessons in
the form of a comic strips. In the artist's words:
"T've attempted to mix wisdom and humor",
which is a special talent of the featuring artist.

The editor of "The Moshiach Times", Dr.
Dovid Sholom Pape, took the sample comic-
strips and the artist's letter, and sent it all to the
Rebbe for approval. In the letter of the editor to
the Rebbe, he writes: "The idea is to present the
teachings of Pirkei Avos in a form that would
capture the imagination of young readers." The
editor goes on to write that, of the people he
asked about the idea - there were mixed opin-
ions, and therefore, he is asking the Rebbe's
opinion: "(A) is this style appropriate for publi-
cation in The Moshiach Times? or (B) should
we try to come up with a different approach?
(O Does the Rebbe s prefer any of these
[samples enclosed]?"

The Rebbe responded in a derailed answer,
which goes a long wayto show the Rebbe's view
of such comics in general, and particularly - that
comics of such nature do not belong in The
Moshiach Times.

Printed here (on pages 50 through 53), are the
sketches, which the artist sent as samples, as well
as a copy of the Rebbe's handwritten answer.
The answer reads as follows:

- DPYY DM IR Pawa mphea yronne
71132 whnnk mXIY YT wpm oooinn o
DY 1NYA neyaT oy By Yhoa
INOERAD K7 RPIT 19 RMIAW SRTI NY
(31737 3NPa M DV AN D)
BPMARP 7D RIT WAM0 R
N7 VA eI My oma -
"0 T7YR DIVR? Y12 0T 73RN LWDT 939D
~(n"IRY PYTAY Y12 03 Ny o)

&

Basically translated it reads:
"The magazine is mainly [geared] for
children, and feven more - for the] very young

Ones.

Therefore, veteran [experienced] educators
must decide regarding all this.

Generally: There should not be drawings of
non-Kosher animals.

[Also:] It is not advisable that the [figures of]
people be drawn intentionally non-realistic
(overly fat, an overly enlarged nose, etc.)
although they[the people who draw for comics]
have become accustomed to do so,

- In my opinion, it is a serious educational mis-
take, because fas a rule:] whatever is more sim-
ple, and more normal, 15 preferable with regard
to children

(- And in my opinion, [dmawing simply and
normally is better] also with regard to adults.
And [however,] here is not the place [to
expound on it],)"

L B e T G S
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The answer the Rebbe had written regarding the use
of comics in The Moshiach Times, stating that:
"It is a big mistake" to use comics for little
children, (and for adults too...).
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