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cxWs

p,j scr

tbu nusho kvw gk fk vyuc tar dnkbu' ucjxsu vdsuk zhfbu cbhauth mtmthbu vj,i vrc v,nho

hgec hux; ahjhw' go cWd vfkv vnvukkv nw jhw nuaet ,jhw/

canjv ucyuc kcc uktu, ,usv uvuerv' vbbu nfcsho czv t, fk vbuykho jke canj,hbu'

uktku tar akju t, crfu,hvo nrjue' c,aurv _ ktur vbvud cabho vtjrubu, )nhuxs gk

vbvd, fWe tsnuWr nuvrhhWm bWg cj,ub, fWe tsnuWr uvrcbh, zhWg( _ vfukk,:

t( key nf,cho nfWe tsnuWr nuvrhhWm bWg ufWe tsnuWr zhWg kzebh vj,i' vrvW, rw anutk

thhzhe vfWn vkuh ptpte' abkcWg ktjrubv' ckhk ac, eusa pra, cnscr' vw xhui va,t' uctho

fti kghkuh ban,u _ u,ckjyWt zud,u nr, nrho ,jhw ptpte/

c( key nf,cho nfWe tsnuWr zhWg kxc vj,i' vrvW, rw hvusv khhc gWv rxehi' akhj fWe

tsnuWr knshb, nrueu/

d( key nf,cho nfWe tsnuWr nuvrhhWm bWg ufWe tsnuWr zhWg kzebh vfkv' vrvWj rw sus trhw

gWv vfvi u,ckjyWt zud,u nr, arv bjnv ,jhw htrnua/

s( key nf,cho nfWe tsnuWr zhWg kxc tc vfkv' vrvWj rw hux; gWv vhhkprhi' nnhhxsh eWe

njzheh vs, cghr nbax,r' tbdkht/

fnv ngku, yucu, cvumt,i ktur ak ,auru, nghi tku tar njs' nyr,i kvdchr tmk fk

veurtho t, tur ujuo vv,earu, kbahthbu' ,ur,o uvurtu,hvo tar fukt js )fkaui fWe rchbu

cnf,cu vnpurxo nyWu cacy ,ahWt(/

unthsl' W,aurvW zu ,ert kj,i ukfkv ukmtmthvo fk hnh jhhvo Wvchyu tk mur jumc,o utk

nec, cur buer,oW )haghw bt' t( a,gusso kkf, csrl zu' kvmyr; kgcus, vakhju,' kvthr t,

vguko uk,ruo jkeo cWk,ei guko cnkfu, a-s-hW/

v,usv uvcrfv kvrvW, rw nbjo ngbsk ahw tkpruch. uksus vfkv vrvW, rw tcrvo sus ahw

vfvi uuhhxpha gk gzr,o cgrhf, v,aurv kspux/

utbu ,phkv acnvrv chnhbu nna bzfv kanug cgrh hvusv ucjumu, hruakho euk aaui ueuk

anjv fuw' fh ,euhho ,phk,bu ucea,bu tuh; zgvi zhl nhyi rchwi st knyv banv cdu; uvut hdtkbu/

ccrf, f,hcv uj,hnv yucv kabv yucv un,uev/

napj, rxehi unapj, uuhhxpha

sw tkuk' ,ag"c
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nf,c fWe tsnuWr zhWg kj,ub, vurh vfkv ahjhu
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nf,c fWe tsnuWr zhWg gk khs, vj,i utjhu ahjhu
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nf,c fWe tsnuWr zhWg gk vWtpagrgbhaW ak vj,i utjhu ahjhu
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key nf,cho

kxc vj,i

vrvWj rw anutk thhzhevfWn

u,ckjyWt nr, nrho,jhw

ptpte

t/ ngns

c/ ahsufhi ubhauthi

d/ prbxv

s/ bhvuk ch, jhhbu - 077

v/ aubu,
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eckv aehck xc vj,i rw anutk thhzhe vfWn ptpte k,run, 05$ kWngnsW cab, vw,aWs/
ha kmhhi actu,v ,eupv vut vhw gshhi kpbh vj,ubv/
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eckv aehck xc vj,i rw anutk thhzhe vfWn ptpte k,run, 05$ kWngnsW cab, vw,aWv/
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nf,c nfWe tsnuWr nuvrhhWm bWg
kxc vj,i rw anutk thhzhe vfWn ptpte tusu, ahsufu go hckjyWt nr, nrho ,jhw _ aWvut yuc ntsW/

vnf,c vut kaubu vew ak fWe tsnuWr nuvrhhWm bWg' cf,Wh nzfhru/
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nf,c nfWe tsnuWr nuvrhhWm bWg
kxc vj,i rw anutk thhzhe vfWn uhckjyWt nr, nrho ,jhw ptpte tusu, cuto cearh ,btho'

ucrf,u vew kj,ub,o/
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nf,c nfWe tsnuWr nuvrhhWm bWg
kxc vj,i rw anutk thhzhe vfWn u,ckjyWt nr, nrho ,jhw ptpte tusu, echgu, zni j,ub,o/



11

,aurvnanj,vbhauthiakhgechux;ujhwnuaetrxehi

cvnal knf,c veuso' ugWp vurt, fWe tsnuWr nuvrhhWm' vmhgu abh ,trhfho kzni j,ub,o/ j,ub, vrvWj
hgec hvusv gWv vgfy vhw n,ufbb, kv,ehho cyWu cacy' ufWe tsnuWr nuvrhhWm cjr uecg zni j,ub, xc

vj,i rw anutk thhzhe vfWn u,ckjyWt nr, nrho ,jhw ptpte khuo tw pra, cakj zw acy vw,aWv/
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nf,c nfWe tsnuWr nuvrhhWm bWg
kxc vj,i rw anutk thhzhe vfWn u,ckjyWt nr, nrho ,jhw ptpte vncrfo ccrf, nzk yuc krdk j,ub,o/

vnf,c bakj chuo vw acy' hunhho kpbh j,ub,o/
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ayr v,btho ak xc vj,i rw anutk thhzhe vfWn u,ckjyWt nr, nrho ,jhw ptpte/

cvdck, zni vj,ubv vuxhpu kf,uc a,vhw Wfph vurt, fWe tsnuWr akhyWtW' vhhbu a,,ehho czni afWe
tsnuWr nuvrhhWm hcjr/
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nf,c nfWe tsnuWr nuvrhhWm bWg
ktch xc vj,i vrvWj rw tcrvo uzud,u gWv ptpte vncrfo ccrf, nzk yuc krdk j,ub, cbo/

vnf,c bakj chuo vw acy' hunhho kpbh vj,ubv/
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nf,c nfWe tsnuWr nuvrhhWm bWg
kxc vj,i vrvWj rw anutk thhzhe vfWn ptpte tusu, v,hhxsu, gxe kgahh, kcbho/
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nf,c nfWe tsnuWr nuvrhhWm bWg
kxc vj,i vrvWj rw anutk thhzhe vfWn ptpte tusu, ebhh, gus rfc kgxeu/
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jke nahj, fWe tsnuWr zhWg
numth aWe pw cakj' hWt acy' vw,afWs

tusu, xc vj,i vrvWj rw anutk thhzhe vfWn ptpte

_ gkhu pgkv do vnjacv _

///gunsho tbu chuo fzv acu hfukho akt kv,jac go vevk )Wgx ntfy bhy tuhx tz thl uugk zhl

bhy rgfgbgi nhyi gukoW(' ucnhkt' vbv tgWp at; tw nvevk kt b,gurr gWz _ tukh h,jhk nhavu

vbhdui Wtl ktkeho sunh bpahW1/

_ nv akt b,gurru zv )Wptruutx nwvty zhl tkhhi bhy dgftpyW( thi zv euaht' azvu kph ahabo

vgbhbho veaurho go Wzfufh, tsunvW/// ucnhkt' nfti ukvct ,vhw Wzfufh, kcbvW/

]fWe tsnuWr akhyWt pbv kvrc jhho hvusv ahw erhbxeh' umuv ah,jhk vbhdui vbWk' ctnru: Wgr

thz stl bhy nudck nhy sh tkg gbhbho stW/

)ktjrh vbhdui' vuxh; fWe tsnuWr akhyWt utnr:(

bux; gk vbWk anbvhd tu,h tk vmhui uni vmhui ak cgk vvhkukt _ vrh fsh kvbvhd ha murl

cgdkv unrfcv' ugWz habu do nh abu,i t, vgdku, uvnrfcu,2/ ucfi: htnr do vut WkjhhoW' uhvhw

WnbdiW' uhbdi t, vbhdui vbWk )umuv ahtnr kjhho cvrjcv' ctnru' azv budg kprbxv(/

)utjWf tnr:( gk tjrho _ do vshcur akh' ufnv pgnho _ thbu pugk' ugkhu _ pgkv do

vnjacv' t; anx,nt kt hsg avbbh juac tusu,hu/ )uvuxh;:( fuub,h cbudg kdhsuk vzei/

)umuv ah,jhk kbdi' ufav,jhk kbdi' tnr fWe tsnuWr akhyWt'azvu ckja' umuv ahgnus' ahufku

kanug vbhdui(/

),ur, nbjo _ v,uugsuhu, jkWy gw 47 uthkl(

1( ,vkho xc' u _ nvetphyk an,tho knxpr abu,hu ak fWe tsnuWr akhyWt cabv zu )vnuWk(/
2( vfuubv kvrc anutk thhzhe ahw ptpte' avhw cgk jcrv ak vafr, rfc' uvhw nxpe vrfc kmurl vbxhgv tk

vmhui )vnuWk(/
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xc vj,i vrvWj rw anutk thhzhe vfWn ptpte b,nbv gWh fWe tsnuWr nuvrhhWm bWg kbvk vcbhi sch, jhhbu
ukvhu, tjrth gk dchh, afr vshru, ntku adru ccbhi/ pgo' kpbh avhw mrhl kbxug kthzv neuo' vurv fWe

tsnuWr nuvrhhWm knxur vbvk, vch, chsho cyuju,/
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cvnal kvbWk' fakt vhw nxphe fx; gcur vjze, vch,' vurv fWe tsnuWr nuvrhhWm bWg krw anutk thhzhe
kvuxh; Wgarv tjuzho gk afr vshru, udo shr,hW/
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xc vj,i vrvWj rw anutk thhzhe vfWn ptpte bxg fnv pgnho cakhjuhu, nxuhhnu,/
cnf,c akpbhbu nurv ku fWe tsnuWr nuvrhhWm kbxug kcs fh zud,u mrhfv kvhu, cneuo acu bnmt,/
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nf,c nfWe tsnuWr zhWg
kxc vj,i vrvWj rw anutk thhzhe vfWn ptpte' cu ncrfu gk vusg,u abfbx kshrv jsav/
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nf,c nfWe tsnuWr zhWg
kxc vj,i vrvWj rw anutk thhzhe vfWn ptpte gk vusg,u abuksv kvo c, knzk yuc _vht to vj,i ,jhw/
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nf,c nfWe tsnuWr zhWg
kxc vj,i vrvWj rw anutk thhzhe vfWn ptpte gk vusg,u npguku,hu cgbhbh dnWj/

ha kmhhi afWe tsnuWr f,c tkhu Wuhvh rmui tar nnbu hrtu ufi hgau fnv ufnvW/
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cab, ,aWn' gWp vurt, nfWe tsnuWr zhWg' bxgv vxc,t ak vj,i' nr, nrho ,jhw ptpte' ktrvWe
kbtuo cgbhi ,fbui napjv/ favushgu gk fl kfWe tsnuWr zf,v keck ngbv nhujs/
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ncre nt, vrcbh, jbv gWv abhturxtvi _crf, nzk yuc krdk vcr nmuv ak sus vj,i' vrvW, rw hartk
nthr ahw ptpte' fhuo vakhj vrtah knshb, eukurusu/
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eckv nuugs vcbhi aehck xc vj,i vrvWj rw anutk thhzhe vfWn ptpte kebhh, neuo ecug ,nhsh cgs
ta,u ,ckjyWt cgzr, baho ak chvfWb 077/
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xc vj,i vrvWj rw anutk thhzhe vfWn ptpte njzhe sdk trvWc cg, ,vkuf, kWd cgunr cab, vw,aWk/

xc vj,i vrvWj rw anutk thhzhe vfWn ptpte cg, eck, kgetj nfWe tsnuWr zhWg/
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R’ Shmuel Isaac Popack grew up in Barre,
Vermont. As a younf bachur, he had yechidus
with the Rebbe Rayatz. The Rebbe Rayatz
invited him to join his new yeshiva, Tomchei
Temimim. After the passing of the Rebbe
Rayatz, he became mekushar to the Rebbe and
generously supported Chabad mosdos in and
out of Crown Heights.

Chassidim, Jews and even non-Jews (l’havdil)
visited the Popack home on President Street
during the week of Shiva for R’ Shmuel Isaac
Popack a”h, who passed away Motzaei Shabbos
Parshas Bamidbar, Erev Shavuos at the age of
93.

R’ Shmuel Isaac is survived by his wife Miriam
and his sons: R’ Yisroel Meir, shliach in Denver;
R’ Yosef Yitzchok (Yossi) of the Five Towns, and
his daughters: Chana Piekarski of Crown
Heights; Toby Hendel of Migdal HaEmek;
Chaya Rivka Feldman of Crown Heights; and
Zeesy Raskin, shlucha in Vermont. He is also
survived by his brothers: R’ Sholom Ber Popack
of Crown Heights and R’ Yitzchak Popack of
Queens.

A GALUS WITHIN A GALUS

R’ Shmuel Isaac was born in 5679/1919 in
Barre, Vermont. His father, R’ Avrohom, had
learned for five years in Yeshivas Tomchei
Temimim in Lubavitch, and although they lived
far from a center of Judaism, he was able to
instill in his children an authentic Chassidic
education.

When in Lubavitch, his father had studied
sh’chita and after he married he raised money
for Yeshivas Tomchei Temimim – Lubavitch.
Life in Russia was very hard and in 5674, he left
Russia for Eretz Yisroel via Turkey. To earn a
living he worked as a shochet on the ship that

sailed the Haifa-Alexandria line. It was difficult
work, for he had to spend most of his time on
board ship, and after a year of this, he decided
to immigrate to Alexandria, Egypt. Fourteen
months later, he moved on to the United States
where his uncle, Mr. Wolfson lived.

When Mr. Wolfson heard that his nephew was
a shochet, he arranged a job for him in a
slaughterhouse. However, on the very first day,
R’ Avrohom had to leave. One of the many
chickens that he shechted was treif and when
the boss saw the chicken cast off to the side, he
angrily asked why it was discarded. When R’
Avrohom said the chicken was treif, the boss
said he was fired. His comment was, “The
previous shochet worked here for four years and
never discarded a single chicken!”

Having no choice, he went looking for work on
the Lower East Side of Manhattan where
thousands of Jewish immigrants lived.
Hashgacha pratis led him to meet a
knowledgeable Jew who, when he heard that R’
Avrohom was a shochet, told him that the
Jewish community in Barre, Vermont needed a
shochet. After contacting the leaders of the
k’hilla, he traveled to Barre, a place far from any
vibrant Jewish center. He lived there for 26
years which he described as a galus within a
galus.

Life wasn’t a bed of roses in Barre either. When
a chicken was treif they did not fire him, but
they did not want to pay him for treif chickens.
He fought the community on this issue, because
he felt such an arrangement would create a bias
on his part when he would have to decide
whether a chicken was kosher or treif, and this
might lead him to err r”l. The matter was
brought before Rabbi Slaving, rav in
Burlington, who paskened in his favor.

R’ SHMUEL ISAAC POPACK A”H
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The Jewish community in Barre was tiny and
didn’t even have a minyan in the early years. In
order to educate his children, he would gather
his four sons who were under bar mitzva age,
along with his three daughters, and he would
daven like a chazan and they davened with him.
In his free time, he would tell his children
Midrashim and maamarei Chazal as well as
stories of tzaddikim. As a Lubavitcher Chassid,
he did not concern himself only with his family
but also taught the other children in the
community.

THE FIRST YECHIDUS

In Elul 5689/1929, R’ Shmuel Isaac had
yechidus with the Rebbe Rayatz. This was when
the Rebbe was visiting the United States and his
father, R’ Avrohom went to New York with his
sons, Shmuel Isaac and Aharon. They had
yechidus before Rosh Hashanah, in the course
of which the Rebbe said to the young boys:
Remember that you are Chassidim from Russia,
from Bobroisk (R’ Avrohom came from
Bobroisk and in Lubavitch he was nicknamed
Avrohom Bobroisker). You are mine!

After the yechidus, R’ Avrohom sat down with
the other Chassidim who had gathered to be
with the Rebbe and cried bitterly about being
so far from his fellow Chassidim. He yearned
for the old days and taught the Chassidim a
niggun that he heard from the mashpia, R’
Shilem Kuratin. Then he reminisced about the
yeshiva in Lubavitch.

R’ Avrohom kept in close touch with his fellow
Temimim in the United States and they helped
him find suitable yeshivos for his sons. When
R’ Shmuel Isaac was close to bar mitzva age, his
father sent him to New York where he stayed
with his father’s friend Bentzion Sokolik, who
had also learned in Lubavitch.

Being far from home was difficult for him and
a year later, he returned home. Then he went to

learn in a Jewish school in Boston and there
too, he was in touch with his father’s friends,
fellow Temimim in Lubavitch. He learned
Gemara with Rav Zaitchik who had previously
taught in the yeshiva in Lubavitch. On Shabbos
he would learn Tanya with R’ Yehuda Leib
Horowitz.

His father wanted to send him to Yeshiva Torah
Vodaas in Brooklyn, but it was only in the
summer of 1936 that he was able to arrange to
send R’ Shmuel Isaac and Aharon to yeshiva.
He sent a letter to his friend, R’ Yisroel
Jacobson in which he wrote, “My sons, Shmuel
Isaac and Aharon, traveled to yeshiva on
Monday and I told them that every Motzaei
Shabbos they should go to you [for him to teach
them Chassidus and the darkei ha’chassidus]
since learning without yiras Shamayim is
nothing. Try and make Chassidim out of
them!”

At the end of 5699, he was registered to learn in
Yeshivas Tiferes Yerushalayim (MTJ) under the
leadership of the gaon, Rabbi Moshe Feinstein
z”l. He learned there for half a year until the
Rebbe Rayatz arrived in New York and opened
his own yeshiva.

THE SECOND YECHIDUS

When the Rebbe Rayatz descended the
gangplank on 9 Adar 5700/1940, R’ Shmuel
Isaac and his father were there to welcome him.
The Rebbe went from there to the Greystone
hotel where he lived for a period of time. It was
in this hotel that R’ Shmuel Isaac and his father
had their second yechidus with the Rebbe. R’
Shmuel Isaac later recounted what took place in
that yechidus:

“Two things happened in this yechidus. First,
the Rebbe invited me to join his yeshiva. I was
the tenth or eleventh bachur in the first group
of bachurim with which Tomchei Temimim in
America was started. The Rebbe held out his



30

,aurvnanj,vbhauthiakhgechux;ujhwnuaetrxehi

hand and I, against the rules, extended my
hand, something which only non-Chassidim
did. My father, who knew that it was the
practice among Chassidim not to shake the
Rebbe’s hand, immediately reacted by saying: I
want my children to remain Chassidim.

“Second, my father said to the Rebbe that he
was in galus in Vermont for 26 years already
and he wanted to move to New York to be close
to the Rebbe. The Rebbe told him: You cannot
leave a city without a shomer Shabbos. My
father was the only shomer Shabbos Jew in the
area. It took my father an entire year to ensure
that his student would be shomer Shabbos and
only then did the Rebbe allow him to move to
Crown Heights.”

SHLICHUS TO FARMS

Upon his arrival, the Rebbe Rayatz immediately
announced that America is no different and he
founded yeshivos and day schools. Under the
auspices of Machne Israel he established a
special department for Jewish farmers, which
supplied them with their religious needs, books
etc. and even helped arrange chinuch for their
children that met their special needs. After the
Popack family moved to Crown Heights, the
Rebbe asked R’ Avrohom to be his peripatetic
shliach to farmers. At the beginning of the week
he would make the rounds of farms in nearby
cities. He put t’fillin on with the farmers, put
up mezuzos, and spread Judaism and Chassidus
to the best of his ability.

R’ Avrohom would go home for weekends and
every Friday afternoon he had yechidus with
the Rebbe who wanted a full report of his
week’s activities. The Rebbe so cherished his
weekly meetings with R’ Avrohom that he once
said to his secretary, R’ Eliyahu Simpson, that
these meetings were the moments from which
he had the most nachas the entire week.

Later on, R’ Avrohom got a position as a

maggid shiur in Yeshivas Tomchei Temimim
and was also appointed as the second gabbai
along with his good friend, R’ Yochanan
Gordon a”h. He lived in Crown Heights for the
rest of his life until his passing on 19 Iyar 1971,
surrounded by his descendants, all of them
Chassidim and yerei Shamayim.

MILITARY DRAFT

In 5702, the Rebbe called for R’ Shmuel Isaac,
who was learning in Tomchei Temimim, and
asked him whether he would agree to fulfill his
request. Of course, R’ Shmuel Isaac
immediately answered in the affirmative. Then
the Rebbe asked him to manage the building of
770 which entailed collecting the rent from the
tenants – Rashag who lived on the third floor,
R’ Moshe Leib Rodstein who paid for the
secretariat, and the Rebbe, Rabbi Menachem
M. Schneerson, who paid the expenses of
Merkos L’Inyanei Chinuch. With the money
that he received, he had to pay the building’s
expenses such as the gas and electric bills. The
Rebbe told him he was “drafting” him for a
year.

R’ Shmuel Isaac threw himself into his new job
and after calculating the income versus the
many expenses, he saw that they were operating
at a deficit every month and that this would
grow with time. He went to the Rebbe Rayatz
and told him there wasn’t enough money for
the building’s needs. The Rebbe told him, “In
that case, raise the rent by 10%; my rent too.”

After a brief period, R’ Shmuel Isaac
understood why the Rebbe had used the term
“drafted.” This is what happened:

For many years, American yeshiva students
received a deferment from the draft, but during
World War II the law was changed and draft
notices were also sent to yeshiva students.
Under pressure from the Orthodox Jewish
leadership, who were afraid that yeshivos would
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be closed down, the government capitulated
and said that only a certain quota of students
would be drafted from every yeshiva.

The ten students of Yeshivas Tomchei
Temimim received draft notices, including R’
Shmuel Isaac. They submitted their names to
the Rebbe in order to receive his bracha that
they be exempted from serving.

The night before they had to present themselves
at the draft office, the ten talmidim sat down to
learn in the zal. In the morning, after davening
Shacharis, they went to the draft office in
Manhattan. When they left 770, they noticed
the Rebbe Rayatz standing near the window
which was above the entrance to 770, and
whispering a t’filla.

When the bachurim arrived at the draft office,
they noticed that one of the clerks was Jewish (a
former talmid of Yeshivas R’ Yitzchok
Elchanan). They went in to see this clerk, one
after the other, and were given their
exemptions. To some extent, this was expected
since they looked unusual – young boys with
beards who dressed oddly. Their appearance
broadcast that there was something the matter
with them.

The Rebbe remained standing there to say
Tehillim and even when he was asked by his
household to come and eat breakfast, he
continued to recite Tehillim. The Rebbe asked
to be informed what happened with the
bachurim. Every bachur who received an
exemption hurried to call 770 so the Rebbe
would be told.

The last one on line was R’ Shmuel Isaac. It was
lunchtime and the Jewish clerk left the office to
eat lunch. R’ Shmuel Isaac, who did not have a
beard yet and looked relatively “normal,” knew
that if he fell into the hands of a gentile, he did
not have a chance at an exemption. He quaked
in fear.

In front of him on line stood a burly gentile
who seemed to want to be drafted. He looked
happy to enter the examination room. The
examination usually took a few minutes, but
this time it was longer. It turned out that the
examiner was from the same town as he and the
two of them got into a long conversation about
their childhood experiences.

Three quarters of an hour went by and in the
meantime, the Jewish clerk returned. When he
saw R’ Shmuel Isaac standing there, he turned
to the gentile clerk and said, “You have no idea
what a terrific lunch I just ate. If you want
something really delicious, go to the restaurant
right now.”

He told him the name of the restaurant and
gave him the address and said, “There is only
one person left on line. I’ll take care of him and
you go and eat lunch.”

The gentile clerk was happy to oblige. He
quickly finished filling out the forms for the
young gentile and left the office. R’ Shmuel
Isaac went over to the Jewish clerk and within
two minutes he was outside with his permanent
exemption. He quickly called 770 to announce
that he had also been exempted and the Rebbe
was informed of the good news. Only then, did
the Rebbe stop saying Tehillim and return to
his room.

When R’ Shmuel Isaac returned to 770, his
friends told him excitedly that the Rebbe had
remained at the window saying Tehillim
another 45 minutes just for him, and every ten
minutes he sent someone to check whether
Shmuel Isaac already received his exemption. R’
Shmuel Isaac was very moved and then he
recalled the expression the Rebbe had used a
few months earlier, “I am drafting you.” Now
he understood that the Rebbe had preceded the
“blow with the cure,” and by enlisting his aid
had exempted him from the military.
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QUICK BIRTH

R’ Shmuel Isaac married Miriam Altein, the
sister of Mordechai Altein, on Sunday, 7 Shevat
5705. After the wedding he worked for Yeshivas
Tomchei Temimim and was a mekurav of Beis
Rebbi. He participated several times in the Yom
Tov meals with the Rebbe Rayatz.

On 9 Sivan 5710, his wife went into labor and
he went with her to the hospital. He passed by
770 and went to the Rebbe’s room. The Rebbe
had still not accepted the Chabad leadership
after the passing of his father-in-law. R’ Shmuel
Isaac told the Rebbe that with previous births,
he had received the bracha of the Rebbe Rayatz
and now he wanted his bracha. The Rebbe
blessed him and he continued to the hospital.

Some time later, he told the Rebbe with a smile
that when he received a bracha from the Rebbe
Rayatz, his wife had given birth within twenty
minutes; after the Rebbe’s bracha, it was five
hours before his wife gave birth. The Rebbe
looked serious and did not react. The next time
his wife went into labor, the birth was so quick
that they barely made it to the hospital.

GIVE THE REBBE ALL THE MONEY IN
THE WALLET

On 24 Teves 5723, 150 years since the passing
of the Alter Rebbe, the Rebbe farbrenged three
times in a row, in the course of which he said
tz’daka should be given in multiples of 150. At
a sudden farbrengen on Motzaei Shabbos, the
Rebbe spoke about the special quality of
tz’daka, when you take everything in your
pocket and give it away.

The Rebbe said this was the practice of the Baal
Shem Tov who did not want money to remain
in his home overnight. At the end of the sicha,
the Rebbe told everyone present to empty their
pockets and give the money to tz’daka. The
Rebbe recounted that at Chassidic farbrengens

in days past, when they would demand that the
participants donate to a certain cause, they
would use the Russian gentile derogatory
expression, “Zhid, davoi grushi” (Jew, bring the
money).

R’ Shmuel Isaac was not present at this
farbrengen but the next morning, he met R’
Meir Plotkin who told him what the Rebbe said
the night before. R’ Shmuel Isaac did not think
twice. He went to the secretariat, took out his
wallet with all the cash and asked the secretaries
to give the Rebbe all the money he had on him.

THE REBBE’S THOUGHT AFFECTED
HIM

In the 50’s, R’ Shmuel Isaac started a rent-a-car
company. He supplied the Rebbe with a car for
his trips to the Ohel. At a farbrengen on
Motzaei Yud Shevat 5724, the Rebbe told his
driver, R’ Krinsky, to say l’chaim and to sing
“Ach Lei’Lokim Domi Nafshi,” and then he
said, “In addition to the previous person, who
drives to the tziyun (lit. marker, i.e. gravesite)
and from the tziyun of the baal hilula (the
Rebbe Rayatz), in order to drive you need a
wagon and a chariot, and for this there is
someone who provides the wagons and
chariots. As such, he too should say l’chaim and
be a ‘singer’ and sing the previous song.”

The Rebbe said he should say l’chaim in
abundance, saying that this affected parnasa,
and then he said, “For others, even my words,
and even several times, is not effective; as for
him (R’ Shmuel Isaac), thought alone was
effective, although he probably did not know
that I was thinking about him.

The Rebbe added, “I am referring to growing a
beard” (for it was at this time that R’ Shmuel
Isaac began growing a beard).

SET TIMES FOR LEARNING TORAH

R’ Shmuel Isaac lived in Crown Heights from
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the day he married until his final day. In
addition to his busy real estate business, he had
set times to learn Torah. He would start his day
early in the morning by learning with R’ Shneur
Zalman Gurary in the shul on Lefferts Ave.
Only after three hours of learning and davening
did he go off to work. Later in the day, he
learned with his son-in-law, R’ Efraim Piekarski.

R’ Shmuel Isaac was mekushar to the Rebbe
and supported Chabad mosdos in and out of
Crown Heights. For many years, he paid the
heating costs of Yeshivas Oholei Torah, and he
donated an apartment building to serve as a
dormitory for the yeshiva. He donated large
sums of money to the Chabad yeshiva in Migdal
HaEmek and when they wanted to inscribe his
name on the building, he refused and asked
that his donations be kept anonymous.

Many Lubavitchers who wanted to buy a home
in Crown Heights received monetary aid from
him as well as advice on how to deal with the
banks. There were quite a few Lubavitchers
who, when they went into business, were told
by the Rebbe to consult with R’ Shmuel Isaac

and he gave of his wise advice and was happy to
do so.

R’ Shmuel Isaac’s joie de vivre was legendary.
When he was asked how he was, he always
answered, “Good, better than yesterday.” His
eternal optimism did not leave him even when
he was sick. And although he suffered greatly at
the end of his life, he did not complain about
his terrible pain and said he accepted it all with
love.

Before he died, he spoke to his family with
astonishing calmness about the fact that he was
soon going to be leaving this world and moving
on to Olam Haba where he would connect with
the light of Hashem. In the final moments of
his life he said to his family, “You should know
that all the honor and money that a person
receives in this world do not remain with him.
The most important thing is your bond with
G-d and that is what you must invest in.”

His funeral took place on Tuesday, Isru Chag
HaShavuos and passed by 770.





35

,aurvnanj,vbhauthiakhgechux;ujhwnuaetrxehi

key nf,cho

kxc vj,i

vrvWj rw hvusv khhcgWv rxehi

akhj fWe tsnuWr zhWg knshb, nrueu

t/ cr nmuv

c/ huo vuks,

d/ btunu ak akhj

s/ cheur nr saukhtux crtui cexckbev

v/ cheur rc nxuhho cnrueu

u/ vspx, ahju, cmrp,h,

z/ yvr, vnapjv

j/ aubu,
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c,eup, cr vnmuv ak tc vj,i' vrw hmje ahw rxehi )fhuo akhj rtah knshb, uurnuby(' vut kns chahc,
tvkh ,urv cb/h/ vhw zv tjrh nkjn, huvWf' uvurv fWe tsnuWr zhWg kxc vj,i' vrvWj rw hvusv khhc gWv

rxehi u,ckjyWt zud,u ,jhw akt fsth kcut nexckbev kb/h/ gWn kva,,; cjdhd, cr vnmuv aku/
cnf,c zv' nushg vrvWj rw hvusv khhc kfWe tsnuWr gk vbgav cbudg kxhsur vcr nmuv' ugk fl atjhu
vrvWj rw sus gWv kej gWg kxsr ukypk cfk gbhbh vvfbu,/ fnu fi ncea t, crf, fWe tsnuWr Wavhks

h,dsk kvhu, / / nufi knxur bpau kccu untusu cta ucnho knktu, rmui fWe akhyWtW/
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nf,c fWe tsnuWr zhWg kxc vj,i vrvWj rw hvusv khhc gWv rxehi khuo vvuks, aku' fnv jsaho tjrh
nturg ck,h rmuh annak, nrueu rm,v kdra napj, rxehi nvnshbv/ ufWe tsnuWr vuxh; cf,hWe

W]ccrf[, vmkjv rcv cgcuvWe un,ul anjv uyWkW/
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scrho avanhg xc vj,i vrvWj rw hvusv khhc gWv rxehi
cfhbux vakujho vguknh vw,axWc
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scrho abf,cu kzfrui xc vj,i vrvWj rw hvusv khhc gWv rxehi
tusu, va,,pu,u cfhbux vakujho vguknh vtjrui aku vw,axWs
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nf,c nnzfhru, fWe tsnuWr zhWg vnushg kxc vj,i vrvWj rw hvusv khhc gWv rxehi
gWs bxhg,u ucheuru ak nr saukhtx crtui/

cab, ,aWk bxg nr saukhtx crtui go gus fnv tbaho nvsauhby kcheur cexckbev/ nr crtui vhw hvush
cgk vapgv cahetdt' unneurch vrvWj aknv zkni gWv vgfy' rc cevhk, jcWs cahetdt/ cg, cheuru
cnuxsu, jcWs cexckbev rtv thl guxeho cgbhbh ,phkhi'fukk gahh,o ufuw/

fgcur abv' vjkhy nr crtui kvbhj ,phkhi uvushg kvrc vgfy ccrmubu kebu, ,phkhi suet ntku abgau
cexckbev/

nnzfhru, fWe tsnuWr zhWg vzsrzu kvushg gsWz kxc vj,i vrvWj rw hvusv khhc gWv rxehi' uavut hnvr
kxsr ahkuj zud ,phkhi knr crtui' ufi kvushg njhr v,phkhi' cfsh anr crtui hufk kvbhjo cveso vfh tparh/

tjrh anr crtui ehck v,phkhi vushgu nvnzfhru, kvrvWj rw hvusv khhc atpar anr crtui hjpu. kvznhi
gus zud ,phkhi ktw nnfrhu/

ucgbhi zv guxeho vnf,cho vctho kvki/
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nf,c nnzfhru, fWe tsnuWr zhWg' cu nusho kxc vj,i vrvWj rw hvusv khhc gWv rxehi gk vcauWy gWs
cheuru ak nr saukhtx crtui/

cnfw zv bf,c Wucyj hvhw nzv ,umtu, yucu,W/
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abv ktjr cheuru cexckbev' vjkhy nr crtui kvbhj ,phkhi' urmv kebu, suet ntku abgau ao/
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cnf,c nhujs nnzfhru, fWe tsnuWr vushgu kxc vj,i vrvWj rw hvusv khhc gWv rxehi anr crtui ehck
t, v,phkhi urumv ksg, t, vnjhr/ ugk xc vj,i vrvWj rw hvusv khhc kvzsrz czv' Wfh nh husg to thi zv

budg kvbj, ,phkhiW/
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tjrh aehck nr crtui t, v,phkhi aakj xc vj,i vrvWj rw hvusv khhc' vushgu ku nvnzfhru, atpar
anr crtui hjpu. kvznhi gus zud ,phkhi nexckbev cgs nh avut nnfrhu/
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cab, ,afWj bxg vrc x/ kcheur cnrueu gk nb, kcrr nmc vjhho ak vhvusho ao/
ckhkv kpbh bxhg,u' bfbx khjhsu, tmk fWe tsnuWr zhWg' uchi vscrho shcr cgbhi nmc vhvusho cnrueu

ufi cbudg kahy,u vhsugv ak fWe tsnuWr cgbhi vvdhrv/
cnf,c xush nnzfhru, fWe tsnuWr' vushgu kakujh fWr tsnuWr cnrueu athi ear chi cheuru ak vrc

vbWk kgbhbh khuctuuhya' uathi cgcus,u cnrueu auo akhju, nfWe tsnuWr/ tck tgpWf' ha kv,hjx tkhu
csrl tr. ufcus vsrua/

nvnzfhru, do vushgu' avscr vhjhsh atpar kxnul gkhu' vut cnerv ahscr gk ahy,u vhsugv ak fWe
tsnuWr cgbhi vvdhrvW atxur cvjky krcbho unbvhdh vgsv kgzuc t, neuno' fk zni aha ao gshhi jke
nevhk,o/

cxu; vnf,c bh,ux;: Wvg,e kvrhWk ahw rxehiW/
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nf,c nxc vj,i vrvWj rw hvusv khhc gWv rxehi cvnal kvbWk/

nf,c nxc vj,i vrvWj rw hvusv khhc gWv rxehi cvnal keck, vnf,c vxush/
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tj, npguku, xc vj,i vrvWj rw hvusv khhc gWv rxehi cnxdr, vpm, vnghhbu, vh,v vspx, ahju, eusa
ak fWe tsnuWr zhWg c,rduo kmrp,h,/ fnuWf' favhw neuo pbuh cxu; vgnus ak vahju,' vhw nsphx fnv

shbho nauWg/ favushg gsWz kfWe tsnuWr' zfv keck nf,c nhujs, vn,prxo fti krtaubv/
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nf,c nfWe tsnuWr zhWg ktw nhshsh khuctuuhya cnrueu achea crfv kzrgt jhht uehhnt
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nf,c nnzfhru, fWe tsnuWr zhWg' cbudg khjhsu, ak nr tkcz/
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nf,c nnzfhru, fWe tsnuWr zhWg' cbudg knr pbjx tchyti/
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nf,c nfWe tsnuWr zhWg knr pbjx tchyti/
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numth huo fhpur' cngns ehsua kcbv tmk fWe tsnuWr zhWg 

,nubu,

njhhu ak xc vj,i

vrvWj rw hvusv khhcgWv rxehi

cg, avu,u cWnrfz akhju,W' hjs go
gnh,u hckjyWt vrvWj rw jhho hvusv

erhbxeh ahw

go naphgu vsduk vrvWj rw aknv jhho gWv exkni
go tw njauch nnak, nrueu/ nhnhi _

vrvWj rw aknv gWv nyuxuc
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f,cv tusu, xc vj,i vrvWj rw hvusv khhc gWv rxehi
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57

,aurvnanj,vbhauthiakhgechux;ujhwnuaetrxehi

key nf,cho

kzebh vfkv vrvWj rw sus trhwgWv vfvi

u,ckjyWt nr, arv bjnv,jhw

htrnua
t/ jhbul

c/ vmg, rcbu,

d/ vj,ubv ujhh napjv

s/ Wnktf,u nktf, anhoW

v/ msev

u/ chyuk bxhubu,

z/ anjv

j/ vuxpv c,urv unmu,



58

,aurvnanj,vbhauthiakhgechux;ujhwnuaetrxehi

nf,c nfWe tsnuWr nuvrhhWm bWg
kxc vfkv vrvWj rw sus trhw gWv vfvi htrnua cgbhi vjhbul _ gcusv agcs cv fk hnhu/

ha kmhhi actu,v ,eupv vut vhw gshhi kpbh vj,ubv/
]vnf,c bspx ctdru, eusa jWu gw rnz' ukakhnu, vgbhi bg,e fti[



59

,aurvnanj,vbhauthiakhgechux;ujhwnuaetrxehi

nf,c nfWe tsnuWr nuvrhhWm bWg
kxc vfkv vrvWj rw sus trhw gWv vfvi htrnua tusu, gcus,u chahc, tjh ,nhnho khuctuuhya

crtyagxygr' b/h/



60

,aurvnanj,vbhauthiakhgechux;ujhwnuaetrxehi

nf,c nfWe tsnuWr nuvrhhWm bWg
kxc vfkv vrvWj rw sus trhw gWv vfvi htrnua tusu, vmg, rcbu, cchvfWb aunrh vcrh,



61

,aurvnanj,vbhauthiakhgechux;ujhwnuaetrxehi

nf,c nfWe tsnuWr nuvrhhWm bWg
kxc vfkv vrvWj rw sus trhw gWv vfvi htrnua tusu, rcbu, n,thnv uzni j,ub,u



62

,aurvnanj,vbhauthiakhgechux;ujhwnuaetrxehi

nf,c nfWe tsnuWr nuvrhhWm bWg
kxc vfkv vrvWj rw sus trhw gWv vfvi htrnua tusu, vmg, neuo rcbu,



63

,aurvnanj,vbhauthiakhgechux;ujhwnuaetrxehi

nf,c nfWe tsnuWr nuvrhhWm bWg
kxc vfkv vrvWj rw sus trhw gWv vfvi htrnua tusu, rcbu, uscr vurtv khkhsho/

ha kmhhi actu,v ,eupv fhvi frc cchvfWb cafub, nhsk uuhkhsz tar crucg euuhbx' b/h/



64

,aurvnanj,vbhauthiakhgechux;ujhwnuaetrxehi

nf,c nfWe tsnuWr nuvrhhWm bWg
kxc vfkv vrvWj rw sus trhw gWv vfvi htrnua tusu, vmg, vahsul



65

,aurvnanj,vbhauthiakhgechux;ujhwnuaetrxehi

nf,c nfWe tsnuWr nuvrhhWm bWg
kzebh vfkv vrvWj rw sus trhw gWv vfvi u,ckjyWt nr, arv bjnv ,jhw htrnua cu ncrfo ccrf, nzk yuc krdk j,ub,o/

ha kmhhi avnf,c bakj chuo vj,ubv nna' cagv 8 cgrc' vhhar ktuko vj,ubv' Wdtks ntbtrW cuuhkhtnxcurd/



66

,aurvnanj,vbhauthiakhgechux;ujhwnuaetrxehi

nf,c nfWe tsnuWr nuvrhhWm bWg
kxc vfkv vrvWj rw sus trhw gWv vfvi htrnua' cu ncrl tu,u cvmkjv cvgns, ,knhsho'

ut, ,ckjyWt xc, vfkv nr, arv bjnv ,jhw htrnua ckhsv faurv/



67

,aurvnanj,vbhauthiakhgechux;ujhwnuaetrxehi

nf,c nfWe tsnuWr nuvrhhWm bWg
kxc vfkv vrvWj rw sus trhw gWv vfvi htrnua kert, vabv vjsav/



68

,aurvnanj,vbhauthiakhgechux;ujhwnuaetrxehi

ncre nfWe tsnuWr zhWg nab, vw,aWj
kxc vfkv vrvWj rw sus trhw gWv vfvi htrnua cu ncrfu ccrf, nzk yuc krdk j,ub,u/

ha kmhhi afnu vnf,c vbWk nfWe tsnuWr nuvrhhWm bWg' vncre bakj vhhar ktuko vj,ubv' Wdtks
ntbtrW cuuhkhtnxcurd/



69

,aurvnanj,vbhauthiakhgechux;ujhwnuaetrxehi

nf,c nfWe tsnuWr zhWg
kxc vfkv vrvWj rw sus trhw gWv vfvi htrnua vntar eck, nf,cu' uvncrl t, ,ckjyWt xc, vfkv

nr, arv bjnv ,jhw htrnua ckhsv faurv/



70

,aurvnanj,vbhauthiakhgechux;ujhwnuaetrxehi

xc vfkv vrvWj rw sus trhw gWv vfvi htrnua gxe cgcus, vjhbul fk hnhu/
unygo zv cfnv nf,ch fWe tsnuWr zhWg tkhu nuphg v,utr Wnktf,u nktf, anhoW/

cgnusho vctho nuphgho nf,cho aubho abf,cu tkhu cnal vabho' ucfnv nvo nuphg v,utr vbWk/



71

,aurvnanj,vbhauthiakhgechux;ujhwnuaetrxehi

fWe tsnuWr zhWg ntar eck, nf,c xc vfkv vrvWj rw sus trhw gWv vfvi htrnua/



72

,aurvnanj,vbhauthiakhgechux;ujhwnuaetrxehi

nf,c nfWe tsnuWr zhWg kxc vfkv vrvWj rw sus trhw gWv vfvi htrnua tusu, dusk nmu, vmsev/



73

,aurvnanj,vbhauthiakhgechux;ujhwnuaetrxehi

nf,c nfWe tsnuWr zhWg kxc, vfkv nr, arv bjnv ,jhw htrnua tusu, bxhubu, uchyuko'
ufi tusu, b,hbv kmsev kpbh vske, bru, ac, eusa/



74

,aurvnanj,vbhauthiakhgechux;ujhwnuaetrxehi

nf,c nfWe tsnuWr zhWg kxc vfkv vrvWj rw sus trhw gWv vfvi htrnua tusu, vanjv sjusa tsr/

eckv aehck xc vfkv vrvWj
rw sus trhw gWv vfvi htrnua

gk ,run,u kkaf, jathi
agWh njbv hartk



75

,aurvnanj,vbhauthiakhgechux;ujhwnuaetrxehi

nf,c af,c xc vfkv vrvWj rw sus trhw gWv vfvi htrnua tk fWe tsnuWr zhWg tusu, njbv veh. aku/



76

,aurvnanj,vbhauthiakhgechux;ujhwnuaetrxehi

nf,c nfWe tsnuWr zhWg kxc vfkv vrvWj rw sus trhw gWv vfvi htrnua vncrfu kert, jd vnmu,/



77

,aurvnanj,vbhauthiakhgechux;ujhwnuaetrxehi

nf,c nfWe tsnuWr zhWg kxc, vfkv nr, arv bjnv ,jhw htrnua tusu, tjhw'
ugk fl avuxpv c,urv unmu, nuxhpv ccrfu, nt, vao h,crl/



78

,aurvnanj,vbhauthiakhgechux;ujhwnuaetrxehi

nf,c nfWe tsnuWr zhWg
kxc vfkv vrvWj rw sus trhw gWv vfvi htrnua gk vusg,u abuksv kvo c, knzk yuc _vht to vfkv ,jhw'

Wubert anv chartk nrho bgft ,hwW



79

,aurvnanj,vbhauthiakhgechux;ujhwnuaetrxehi

nf,c nnzfhru, fWe tsnuWr zhWg kxc vfkv vrvWj rw sus trhw gWv vfvi htrnua'
Wnktf,u nktf, anhoW/
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f,cv tusu, xc vfkv vrvWj rw sus trhw gWv vfvi htrnua
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f,cv tusu, xc vfkv vrvWj rw sus trhw gWv vfvi htrnua
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key nf,cho

kxc tc vfkv

vrvWj rw hux;gWv vhhkprhi

t/ j,ub, c,u' xc,, vfkv

c/ ahkuj f,Wh kfWe tsnuWr zhWg

d/ vjhbul cnbax,r
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ncre nfWe tsnuWr zhWg knapju, vhhkprhi-uuhhxpha cg, ehaurh v,btho chi zebh vfkv vrvWj rw tvri
nrsfh ahw vfvi uuhhxpha unr, tx,r ckhnt ,jhw vhhkprhi cu ncrfo aWhvt vahsul cagv yucv

unumkj,W/
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nf,c nfWe tsnuWr zhWg
kxc vfkv vrvWj rw tvri nrsfh vfvi unr, tx,r ckhnt ahjhu uuhhxpha' cu ncrfo ccrf, nzk yuc krdk

j,ub,o/
ha kmhhi ahnho xpurho tjrh f,hc, nf,c zv' fWe tsnuWr akj nf,c crfv bux; kj,ubv ktchw ak vfkv

stz' vrvWj rw hux; gWv vhhkprhi _ fnuphg cgnus vct/
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nf,c crfv bux; nfWe tsnuWr zhWg kert, j,ub,
zebh vfkv vrvWj rw tvri nrsfh ahw vfvi uuhhxpha unr, tx,r ckhnt ,jhw vhhkprhi'

uvpgo ktc xc vfkv stz' vrvWj rw hux; gWv vhhkprhi _ crf, nzk yuc krdk j,ub, c,u/
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nf,c nfWe tsnuWr zhWg ktc xc vfkv vrvWj rw hux; gWv vhhkprhi _
,Wj gk akju f,Wh ntnrh jxhsu, kfWe rcbu vzei gWh xc vfkv vrvWj rw tvri nrsfh ahw vfvi uuhhxpha

avhw tz nhukWj' ufi do ntar zfv uvuWk ,vkho go phruA vhgcW./
fi nchg fWe tsnuWr ,euv acabh gbhbho vtnurho hbmk vvapgv tar bh,bv ku nvadjv gkhubv/
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nf,c nfWe tsnuWr zhWg ktc xc vfkv vrvWj rw hux; gWv vhhkprhi' cu fu,c avhw bgo keck pWa nnbu
gWh j,bu' xc vfkv vrvWj rw tvri nrsfh ahw vfvi uuhhxpha' ufi W,Wj cnhujs gcur v,aurv vherv'
vg,e, ntnrh rcbu vzeiW' ufi fu,c nvh v,ugk, avf,Wh hvhw tmk fWe tsnuWr' unxhho aWzfu, vrcho

,kuh cuW/
]vnf,c bspx ctdru, eusa jfWj gw ehd' ukakhnu, vgbhi bg,e fti[
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tc xc vfkv vrvWj rw hux; gWv vhhkprhi vhw nnhhxsh unnbvkh ch, vxpr Whxush v,urvW cghr nbax,r/
cnf,c zv fu,c fWe tsnuWr zhWg tkhu tusu, vrjc, pghku, vjhbul cevhk,u' ufi pghku, khuctuuhya/
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tc xc vfkv vrvWj rw hux; gWv vhhkprhi tmk fWe tsnuWr zhWg cWjkue, vsukrhoW' hWc tsWr vw,abWc

cjur; ab, vw,abWc' jkv tc xc vfkv vrvWj rw hux; gWv vhhkprhi' ub,rpt cgzWv' gs acrha jusa tsr
rtaui' fabuks ku bhi ctrvWc' vchg t, rmubu kbxug kjdhd, crh, vnhkv/ cnal avu,u ctrvWc' chuo hWc
tsWr' vdhg kb/h/ go fnv nhumth jkmhu kngns jkue, vsukrho nfWe tsnuWr zhWg' uvhw tnur kgcur kpbh

fWe tsnuWr hjs go bfsu' tc vfkv vrvW, rw tar kgnk ahw vfvi uuhhxpha/

npt, nmcu' vurav kvhfbx srl vsk, vrtah, ak 077' fsh akt hmyrl kjfu, c,ur' uhufk kda, nhs
kfWe tsnuWr/ cnjac,u xcr afajxhs guns kpbh veusa mrhl kvdhs nhvu' ukunr anu uneuo ndurhu' ufl
,hfbi/ tl cpugk' yro vxphe kp,uj phu' fWe tsnuWr b,i ku sukr tw unhs b,i ku gus sukr ctnru Wvtci t

rputv erucvW' ure tz b,tpar ku kunr Wthl chi huxk vhhkprhi pui nbax,rW/ tz b,i ku fWe tsnuWr gus
sukr ctnru Wptr nbax,rW/

bfsu' tc vfkv vrvW, rw tar kgnk ahw vfvi uuhhxpha' vhw mrhl kjfu, c,ur uvdhg kpbh fWe tsnuWr seu,
xpuru, tjWf' uvbv rtv azebu fcr gcr nt, pbh veusa/ tz tnr kfWe tsnuWr Wsgr zhhsg pui nbax,r thz
gray tsurl dgdtbdgiW/ fWe tsnuWr vchy kfhuui sk, vhmhtv ub,i gus ku sukr ctnru Wtpdgci tuh; msev

thi gbdktbsW/
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With the Petirah on Erev Shabbos last week of
Harav Yosef Halpern, affectionately known as
Reb Yossel, the Chareidi Kehillah of
Manchester lost one of its founding members
and most extraordinary personalities.

Rav Yosef Halpern was born in 5665 (1905)
into an illustrious family of Tchortkover
Chassidim. His father, Rabbi Shmuel Halpern
ztl, was a direct descendant of the Seder
Hadoros and traced his lineage to the
Maharshal. He later became the first Rov of
Zichron Meir in Bnei Brak.

At the age of four he was zoche to accompany
his father and travel to Tchortkov on his first of
many trips, and would often vividly recall how
the Rebbe, Reb Yisroel of Tchortkov ztl, showed
him kiruv.

Pamossoh was very difficult in his father’s
household, and Rav Yosef often told the story
how, as a young child, he tried to earn a few
pennies by selling yiddishe newspapers
reporting on the then ongoing “Beilis trial” to
help his family put bread on the table.

The family escaped the troubles of Galicia and
settled in Leipzig, Berlin and then Amsterdam
where his father became Rov of the Shul there.

Rav Yosef had a phenomenal brain and a
hasmodo in learning, and received Semicho
from the great gaon Rabbi Yehuda Leib Fein,
the Rav of Slonim, who was then on a visit to
Amsterdam. 

He was very close to Reb Meir Schapiro of
Lublin ztl and spent one Succos as his guest
when Reb Meir was still Rov in Pietrikov. Reb
Meir held him in such esteem, that on one
occasion he asked R’ Yosef, who was still a
Bochur to farher the Bochurim for their
entrance exam into his illustrious Yeshiva
Chachmei Lublin!

In the late 1920’s Rav Yosef travelled to the
Middle East to purchase antique seforim and
visited Turkey, Cairo and Eretz Yisroel. He had
the zechus to visit the great Sepharadic
Mekubol Chacham Eliphandri in Jerusalem
who was then nearly 120 years old. 

Rav Yosef was a live example of the Mishnah in
Avos of “Vehevei misabeik ba’afar ragleihem
vehevei shoseh vatzomo es divreihem.” When
relating an episode of either the Tchortkover
Rebbe, the Hosiatiner Rebbe, the Behusher
Rebbe, or any other of the pre and post war
gedolim that he had the zechus to encounter,
he would portray such awe and yiras hakovod,
as if still basking in their glow albeit so many
years later. 

In ‘31 he married Frieda, the youngest daughter
of Reb Eliezer Adler ztl, one of the founders of
Gateshead’s Kehillah and after living in
Antwerp and Amsterdam, they moved to
Manchester in 1934, where he became the first
Shochet of the then fledgling Machzikei Hadas
Kehillah. For nearly seven decades they ran a
household where hospitality and Chesed were
the dominant features, even in the times when
their own income was meager.

Being a staunch Chossid of Rabbi Yisroel of
Tchortkov ztl, all his life was focused on
following his Rebbe’s legacy and this was
evident in his Mesiras Nefesh for all aspects of
Yiddishkeit. Especially in Chinuch Habonim
he set an example for his own children and
involved himself in being boneh umeikim
mosdos hatorah for the community. As one of
the founders of the Machaziki Hadass Kehillah,
he was instrumental in bringing over Rav
Feldman (Mechaber of Feldman Kitzur
Shulchon Oruch), reorganizing the shechitah,
building the mikvah and the shul. He was also
one of the founders of Jewish Day School,

HARAV YOSEF HALPERN זצ”ל
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which was the first orthodox school in
Manchester and the first school to get official
recognition and later state aid. Later he also
helped to found the Jewish High School. 

He was one of the main Agudah activists who,
in the dark war years, toiled day and night
trying to bring over refugees from the clutches
of war-torn Europe. He arranged for countless
signatures guaranteeing them maintenance,
thereby providing them certificates allowing
them to come into Britain. With many refugees
arriving, Rav Yosef’s house at 69 Wellington St,
being their only temporary haven in those
difficult times, became both a “Beis posuach
lirchovo” and “Beis vaad lachachomim.” When
the Agudah building was destroyed by a Nazi air
raid, he bought a new Agudah house at 35a
Northumberland Street, and the work
continued.

Despite all his askonus, he found time to learn,
and always had a fiery spark when retelling a
chidush, a vort or an interesting mekor for an
alter minhag.

Rav Yosef’s own legacy was his being Medakdek
bamitzvos and a true example of “Al titosh toras
imecho.” His hachonos and dveikus for tekias
shofar for the six decades he was a baal tokea in
the Machazikei Hadass shul were legendary. 

Hoshana Raboh, the yohrzeit of the Alter
Tchortkover Rebbe, Reb Dovid Moshe ztl, was
the day his children, einiklech and many others
would look forward to. Rav Yosef would sit in
the Succoh and “praveh” the yohrzeit and had
all present spellbound when recounting stories
of the Tchortkover and Ruzhiner Rebbes. 

He was for many years a neighbor of the late
Manchester Rosh Hayeshiva, Reb Yehuda Leib
Segal ztl with whom he was very close and with
whom he would exchange Berochos every Erev
Yom Kippur. 

His tremendous knowledge of all different
aspects of Jewish history were evident in the
various hakdomos that he wrote when
reprinting several sifrei kadmonim and he
would quote the Sefer Chasidim on many
aspects of life. Those who met Rav Yosef were
fascinated by his vast knowledge of seforim and
mechabrim and at the slightest hint he would
come forth like a fountain of Chochmoh, fully
expounding on their Torah, their lifespan, their
places of Rabonus and Chiburim. 

His place of business was a Mokom Torah and
Tefilloh, where he always sat surrounded by his
numerous seforim. 

As he got older and his health started to
decline, everyone was in awe about his tenacity
not to miss Tefilloh Betzibur, even though every
step was painful and he could hardly walk. Even
in his last few weeks, when he could not
manage to eat solid foods anymore, he forced
himself to eat a kezais Challoh for Seudas
Shabbos, and on Motzoei Shabbos for Melaveh
Malkah. On a recent occasion when asked by
an einikel why he was zoche to arichas yomim
he answered that he never missed washing for
Seudah Shlishis and Melaveh Malkah all his
life, since his Bar Mitzvah.

During his final illness, he pained himself not
to trouble other people on his behalf. Within
the last hours before his petiroh, he was happy
to see his grandchildren, some of whom arrived
that day from abroad to see him, and told them
divrei Torah. Hundreds of people came to pay
respect to the Niftor at the levayoh on Sunday
afternoon, and, according to his expressed
wishes, no hespedim were said. May he be a
Melitz yosher for his devoted wife who stood
beside him all those years, his children,
grandchildren, great and great-great-
grandchildren, who are all following the path
along which he led them.
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tc vfkv vrvW, rw tar kgnk ahw vfvi uuhhxpha neck nmu, fWe tsnuWr zhWg' fbrtv cab, vw,baWt'
ctnru Wptr nbax,r/ t dtbmg ptr zkni hpvW/ ]vhhbu jchkv akhnv cachk rw zkni gWv hpv uvjchkv

vabhw gWn kjke[/

vfkv ,jhw neck, sukr nWe tsnuWr zhWg chuo hWz nbWt vw,baWt hjs
go napj,v kpbh ahmtu kakhju, cvtbyhbdyti' kubd thhktbs/

fWe tsnuWr atk tusu, vhksho: Wgr ptry tuhfgy? ]cv,fuubu kjhho
hartk ahw[' zh ptry tuhfgy? ]cv,fuubu kvfkv ,jhw[' vtci cauru,

yucu,W/



nuesa kjhzue vv,earu,

kfWe tsnuWr zhWg

ukzfu,

vj,i vrvW, hgec hux;ahjhw

uvfkv nr, jhw nuaet,jhw

rxehi

krdk bhauthvo cagyunuWm

sw tkuk' vw,agWc

❁

bspx gWh ukzfu, vurhvo

vrvW, rw hmjeuzud,u nr, scurv zhxkahjhu rxehi

vrvW, rw tar kgnk vfviuzud,u nr, nrho bgftahjhu uuhhxpha

zebhvo

nr, vtst rhhzk,jhw rxehi

nr, nrho,jhw ptpte

vrvW, rw tvri nrsfh vfviuzud,u nr, tx,r ckhntahjhu uuhhxpha

nr, arv bjnv,jhw htrnua


