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I take this opporfunity to xemtt to you my prayerful

wishes of Kesivo Vachasimo Toivo, for a happy and blessed
year, materially and spiritually.

The New Year is ushered in with a host of Divinely ordained
solemn days and festivals, rich in Mitzvoth and inspiring customs
Every Jew, man,woman and child,.?\furhatever ke level in the study
and practice of the 'orah, finds profound inspiration in these
holy days. '

On our part, we must see to it that these precious moments
in which we come cl?isst to G-d, the Torah and Jewish fellow-
ship be not lost,Vor,of a transient nature, but hold their in-
fluence for us throughout the year, to inspire us to greater
accomplishments in our duties to G-d and fellow man. It us up
to us to provide, in this way, the recepticles to receive, hold

and enjoy the blessings of our Merciful Heavenly Father, Who want
us to hape a happy, healthful and peaceful New Year.

With heartfelt wishes for a
Shono Toivo TUmsuko,
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RABBI MENACHEM M. SCHNEERSON INRTIRME 27100 omn
Lubavitch WHMBING
770 Eastern Parkway
Brooklyn 13, N. Y.
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By the Grace of G-d
7th of Adar, 5716
Brooklyn, N.Y.

Dr. Nissan Mindel, President
Young Israel of Long Beach
Long Beach, N.Y,

Sholom uBrocho:

I was gratified to be informed of your forthcoming Ground
Breaking Ceremony on the 10th of Adar, in preparation for the
new structure which will house your synagogue aml a Mikvah, Q;ai.

Please convey to your membership and to the participants
in the ceremony my prayerful wishes for success.

I need hardly remind you that a kosher synagogue implies
adherence to the laws of the Shulchan Aruch not only in internal
matters, but also in the éxternal aspecé¢ts. For it stands To reason
that, inasmuch as a synagogue is a place of worship and petition
to G-d, it must in every way and detail conform to His Will,
since otherwise it could only be the height of effrontery and
brazen impudence to render lip-service and petition to G-d while
His laws are slighted in His very House.

Nor need I emphasize that a kosher Mikvah is of vital im-
portance to the community at large. It is well known that pro=-
creation and birth is life's greatest mystery, known only to
the Creator Himself. Man can never unravel the mystery of proereati
no matter how intelligent he may bej; to attempt to ratiomalize
about a Mikvah and about the Divine laws connected with it is
as presumptuous as it is illogical. For these are things beyond
the grasp of the human intellect. Were Jewish parents - who are
prepared to sacrifice everything for the welfare of thelr child-
ren - only aware of the vital importance of a Mikvah and the
observance of the laws connected therewith, and how closely
these affect their own welfare and that of their children and
children's children, spiritually and mentally as well as physieally
they would certainly observe these laws most stringently even
if in other respects they are lax or indifferent to the Jewish
way of life.

May G-d grant that the Young Israel of Long Beach serve as
an inspiring influence to the rest of the community and thus

help to preserve the present generation, and the generations to
come, in good health; physical as well as spiritpal,

With bles s:m?,,J “'2_ ‘m7
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the Grace of G=-d
24th of Teveth 5712

Brooklyn, N.Y.
Mr,
Greeting and Blessing:
Immmwn{owmthcmhi that you will be
married next Shabbos night, I want to send you th my preyere

ful wishes that the marriage take place in an amspicious hour and
that_ it be an everlasting edifice.

In constructing a building, consideration is given to both
the 1ity of the material and the outer appearance. But this
applies only to the outer walls of the g.umum
foundation is concerned, however, the rficlal appearance is
of mo importance vhatever, for the consideration is the
quality and durabllity of the mater that goes into the founda=-
tion. y the entire structure is dtg:ndont upon the found-
ation, and of vhat benefit are beautiful if the foundation
will not be solid and durable.

Marriage 1s the foundation of an everlasting edifice. On
this foundation de not only the future life of the married
couple, but alse their children and future gemerations to come,
It is therefore very important to make sure that all details cone
o_orn:l.ngu:.ho marriage itself, and the resolutions and for
the fu should be of the best possible 'material,' and material
vhich has been tested and proven sound, solid and durable,

Among us Jews such a tested material is to be found
in the Torah and Mitzvoth, with the help of which Jews have sur-
vived 1900 years of exile, and proved indestructable. I trust
that you and your bride vfll d your foundation on this mater-
ial, with utter disregard for mythi.g that other people might
think or say about 1t from their pe of view.

If you and yowr bride will bear this in mind and build your
home accordingly, the Almighty will surely bless you with happiness
and success, a truly happy married life and an everlasting ce.

With the blessing of Magzzaltov,
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By the Grace of G-d
tith of Adar Richon,
574l .  FBroolklyn. N.Y.

Mr.

Zlectro Messenger Service
P. U. Box 1071

Clifton, N. J. 07014

Greeting and Blessing:
I am in receipt of your letter of Jan. 29th.

As ra?uestad. 1 will remember you in preyer for the
fulfillment of your heart's desires for good.

Judging by your writing, there ls surely no need
to emphesize to you at length that all blessings come

from G-d, and the channel to receive them is through
the everyday life and conduct in accordsnce with His
Will. Therefore, every adéitional effort in matters
of Tarsh and Witzvoth, though a "must" for their own
sake, widens these chanrels. And, of course, there

is always room for advancement in all matters of good-

ness and holiness, Torah and Mitzvoth.
.

. Especially,
your wife
may you both bring them up to a 1
and Good Deeds. !

a3hem has entrusted to you anc

Feceint is enclosed for your Tzedoko, and may it

additionally stand you and yours in good stead.

With blessing,
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eyTorah education of Xou [Jewish, children -
fe of Torah, Chuppah
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In addition, there is the third aspect of the Torah in that it contains
profound truths about the nature of G-d's Divine Providence and how He deals
with nations and individuals, and also about the deeper meaning of His Mitzvos,
and the like. To understand these deeper aspects requires a great deal of
shx intensive study. And while every Jew is commanded to study the Torah
and over and over again, and must have at least some periods of study every
day, not overyone can become a great Torah scholar like the Rabbis and
scholars who dedicate all their lives to the study of Torah and Mitzvos. But

and able
insofar as actually performing Mitzvos, all Jews are equally obligated/to
do them, forr;!r'tnyﬁ': cages they involve a slimp'le klead action preceded by a
blessing, which everyone can easily learn.

And so, on Shabbos Breishis, we begin reading and learning the Torah
all over again, and though we have done it year after year, it always seems
like new to us, and we can always find something new in it to learn and think
about, to make everyday life ever better and nobler. For the Torah is G-d's

Book; it is eternal and boundless.

in most cases, simple” NM2°N7 pPrn 277
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But when it comes to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, the Fathers of our

people, amixtreixwissosndante - here the Torah is not short on detail, for

, and always timely,
every detail of their lives has an important/lesson for us, their descendants,
for they set the true example and paved the way for everyone of us to follow.

So much for the "narrative' part of th'e Torah,

After Hescribing the event of G-d's Revelation at Mount Sinai and the
Giving of the Torah to our people, the Torah goes on to spell out the various
precepts, Mitzvos, that we have to observe - the do's and the dont's, 613 Divine
commandments in all. These, like the Ten Commandments which we received
from G-d at Sinai, are short and direct orders as to what our duties are to

of the Mitzvos

G-d and to fellow-man. The details,were given by G-d to Mosheh Rabbeinu,

(not in written form)
mxxityx to be transmitted orally/from generation to generation , and form the
so-called Oral Torah, which was not written down by Mosheh as in the case of
the Five Books, but was xeEmx committed to writing many generations later.
However, the Written Torah and the Oral Torah are, of course, one and the
same Torah. For example, when the Torah says: "'Remember the Shabbos
day to keep it holy," and " no work shall be done on Shabbos," it does not ex-
plain how we are to keep the Shabbos holy, and what manner of work is forbidden
on Shabbos. These explanations and details were given to Mosheh Rabbeinu,
who taught them fto the leaders and the people of his generation, and they, in
turn, passed them on to the next generation, and so on, until they were finally
recorded-‘\i‘n precise detaii‘- in a code of Jewish law, called the Shulchan Aruch.

This part of the Torah - the actual Mitzvos - is the most essential
practical part, since it tells us what we must , or must not, do in actual

practice in our everyday life. This is what is meant by living the Jewish way

of life - a life in keeping with the Divine commandments, Mitzvos, of the Torah.

who taught them” m2°n INX> 117 *277 “in precise dertail” N12°nn
Jmost essential” N12°Nn prn °230
Jtells us” n2°n *INR "explicitly” N2°n 5017 "297
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Now, it should be clearly understood that the Torah is not a book of science,
nor a book of history, nor is it a book of literature and poetry - although it is
also all that, and more, because of its Divine nature and truth. EﬁrThe main
purpose of the Torah, as mentioned, is to teach and instruct us how to live.
This, therefore, is also the main purpose of the narratives, and stories, of
the Torah.
By telling us how G-d created the world in six days - the heavans and the
earth, and all their hosts, the heavenly bodies and dhe trees, birds, fishes,
land- and sea-animals, and finally Man - the Torah teaches us, among many
other things, that the whole world was created for the sake of mankind; that
every human being has been given the privilege and responsibility to be a _
it 1 ey
""prdtner" with G-d in ruling over the world, Following the exal-:.av:i:-of l)(.';--cl, 'J"n e Kary
His

a human being must be "creative,' for G-d created man "in the image, " giving
bwn&f"t\ﬁﬁ - e haliene .f;‘,"

him s],.w,nersf'C—d—like qualities - a Divine soul, intellect, speech, the knowledge

4

of what is good and what is evil. Man, too, must do all his work in six days,
entirely
and rest from work on the seventh day, devoting it/to spiritual activities,

The story of Adam and Eve in the Garden of Eden fexzhemmx of Cain and
Abel, the Flood, the Tower of Babel, the destruction of Sodom, and other
events related in the Torah teach us that G-d takes account of every human
action, and although He is patient and compassionate with the wrongdoer, no
person is free from the responsibility of his actions, and, sooner or later,
must payodh suffer the consequences of his wrongdoing if he does not change
his ways and repents and makes amends. The few highlights of the early

history of mankind, as related in the Torah, are sufficient in themselves to

teach the said basic truths.

/915°25” *277 P07 "Following the example of G-d” N12°n >INR
for G-d created mean “in His Image”, giving him almost G-d-like” yup2
JORPIIAR Y137 2105 [77 090] 177 1?77 2031 “almost” N2°n °277 Sy "qualities
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highlights of the first Sedrah, Breishis. In the next Sedrah the Torah tells us
about Noah and the Flood, and about the Tower of Babel - the next ten generations.

It should be noted here, 1n passmg, that these first twenty generations of

'c'\l.’ Ak

.. the human race span a period of almost 2000 years Yet the Torah devotes to them

_only two Sedrahs, while all the rest of the Torah covers a period of about{lﬂ!ﬁ'

years. The reason for this extraordinary disproportion is that in the year 1948
(after Creation) Abraham was born, and 52 years later (in the year 2000) the
world entered a new phase. This was the year when Abraham began to spread
the knowledge of One G-d, and soon G-d made a special Covenant with him,

by which G-d promised to make him the father of a special nation among ajl
the nations & f the world - the Chosen, Holy Nation that would receive G-d's
Torah and the Holy Land; the nation that would spread the light of the Torah

throughout the world, and, by its exemplary way of life, a life of holiness

. in keeping with the holy Torah and Mitzvos, would serve as a model forxx¥l

- { jns it ory
fhe fasik v CWE PTG
/

and blessing for all mankind.

be v |
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Therefore, beginning wlth{Abraham, “the Torah tells us in great detail
all that happened to him and his wife Sarah, and to their son and heir Isaac,
and to Isaac's son Jacob (the Fathers of our Jewish nation), and to the twelve
sons of Jacob (Israel), amdincthexiveixxohitdrenotivectswisipaopbesxihecieiikoen
sffxxxekx' It goes on to tell us how Jacob and his family - seventy souls in all -
came down to Egypt, where, despite the oppression and enslavement, they grew
into a united people; and how G-d delivered them from Egypt through Mosheh
and Aharon, in order to give them the Torah at Sinai; and what happened to them
in the forty years of their wandering through the wi_l/defﬁ;ss , until they reached
the border of the Promised Land, where Mosheh died(in the year 23}@ after

Creation).

Jmore than” *277 2N "almost” D1pN2
."500” *2777 20> "1500” OI1PN2

970] 770 By (R [IR]) 22NN 1pPNY” °297 and “began” 190 DY

[x 0] 7y DI W) [MMT
JTINNRT NXDA” *277 2N “beginning with Abraham” 02" ni By
J"desert” ¥2777 2N "wilderness” D1pN2
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HIGHLIGHTS FROM THIS MONTH'S SEDRA HS
BREISHIS

With the month of Tishrei our New Year begins. Since every year we
complete the reading of the entire Torah (the Five Books), through the weekly
readings of the Sedrah in which the Torah is divided, it is fitting that we should
conclude the Torah and begin it again in the auspicious month of Tishrei. Thus,
the last Sedrah - Brachah - is read on Simchas Torah, and the first Sedrah -
Breishis _- is read on the following Shabbos, wdxbch the last Shabbos of the
month of Tishrei.

The Sedrah Breishis is, of course, not only the first Sedrah of the Book
of Breishis, but also the first Sedrah of all the Five Books of the Torah. As
such, it is also an "introduction" to the whole of the Torah. In this connection,
= some general remarks about the Torah will be in order.

The word Torah has its root in the Hebrew word meaning "::achhg "
"instruct." (From the same root comes the Hebrew word moreh, fem. morah,

meaning "teacher.” Thus the very name Torah indicates that its purpose is

to teach : to teach us what we should know about G-d, our Creator, and to

instruct us in our daily conduct, so that it should be in full accord with the
way G-d has ordered us, and desires us, to live our everyday life, for our own
good.

How does the Torah teach¢ teaeh us? It teaches us in three general ways:
by example, by precept, and by intensive study. Let us examine each of these
three ways.

A considerable part of the Torah consists of narratives, or stories. Thus
the Torah begins with the story of the Creation of the world, and of the first

ST
human beings, Adam and Eve, and their children Cain and Abel, and what

happened to the first ten generations of the human race. These are the

J"and sheth” 2371 7°017
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LECHAYIM

Fometimes we all wondered why we say "Lechayim” when we drink
wine and not by any other food, There are many ressons given for this
liinhog, Amongst others these are ususlly found :

Wine ia part of the firet.meal we give-to & person mourning over
the loss of & relative, In order to differentiste between this sad
ocecasion and the happier moments when we drin's “ine, we sa8y iLechayim",

The ~emoro Sanhedrin tells of #nother resson, Describing the
procedure of en execution of coreone conderned to deeth, the Gemoro
says that on the way}i? the execution we give the conviet a cup of
wire ss er act of ch&rity so thet he will beco e slichtly intoxicar ﬁh.
"hus he will not be fully awere of the gruelling fate facing him,
?oﬁifferent’ate between thie cup of derth e2nd the wine of life we
sg;7 "Lechayim ",

The gharsm of intz gives the following reeson why we say
*Lechayim® over wine sand net over bread, He rceys wine wa: the cauz
of the curse thet ceme over the world in the time of Woach who
beceme drunk, Jhen we heve wine, we therefore, pronounce to “he
people present, sddressing them * Saborei *, that we drink wl&%igor&tir
moderstely snd consciously, stressing thet we only want its Besds-ae
strength and not its demaging power, The Sohar connects the Minhag of
'Lechayim” gith Odom Horishon who sinnec by drinking wine from the
tree of doqih, whils we stress that,we drink of the tree of life,
lhere sre many more rescons siven, The idea thst is expressed
in =211 thece explanations, i= that in 7ine i= both the power of good
and bed, of life and desth, .hen we say *Lechayim” we tell us snd
others that we only #ish to consume the good, not the hermful in Wine

"Wine is a part of the first meal we give” D1pn2
It was customary to give wine” °2771 2n>
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i Balagd ,_Er:é;_u.(-
of course, symbolic of the fundamental aspect of DiviE;_;;;JEC%ﬂ-';nF‘
well-known and basic doctrine in Chabad, as in Kabbalah, and anyone
who is familiar with the Chabad literature needs no further elabora-
tion here.

The rhythm of the dance and the beat to which the dance is
attuned, have also their particular significance in emphasizing
the pulsating vitality that must animate Divine service.

The above by no means exhausts all that can be said about the
significance of the Chasgidic dance, at any rate to the Chabad
Chﬁ%ﬁidiﬂs The inspirational quality of the Chasgidic dance has
been greatly emphasized by the heads of Chabad, since its inception,
Though the occasions for Chasfidic dance are few and far between
in the course of the year, their inspirational effect is a lasting

one, and their influence is felt in the daily life of the Chosid
throughout the year.

Bibliography

Letter by late Lubavitcher Rebbe, Rabbi J.I. Schneersohn,
e Adar II, 5698

Likkutei Diburim, Vol. 1V, ppi 1416 ff.
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the latter - the immanent. Both are, of course, completely unified
into the Unity of G-d. The distinction is only wvalid in our human
concept, but not in reality. It is we who distinguish between the
Divine attribute as manifest in Nature and that which is over and
above Nature. In other words, there are aspects of Divine mani-
festation which we can comprehend in some degree and those which
are beyond the concept of man or angel. In professing the Unity

of G-d, as we Jews do daily and repeatedly, we have to understand,
as much as it is possible, what this Unity means, and in doing so,
we cause the Or Ein Sof (Infinite Light) to irradiate our person,
our soul, and the world about us. This is a profound and abstruse
subject which cannot be discussed fully herej; it is fully discussed
in Chabad literature, But let it be said here that the Unity of G-d
is symbolically represented by the circle, which has no beginning,
nor end, though we can speak of the "upper" part of the circle and
the "lower" part of it,

The "mystic cycle" also recalls the famous saying of the
founder of Chabad: "G-d converts the spiritual into the material,
and the Jew converts the material into spiritual." In other words,
Creation is a "descent" of the spiritual into the material, while
Divine service, particularly the fulfillment of the Mitzvoth with
material objects (Tzitzis - wool; Tefillin - leather; Esrog - fruit,
etc.) constitutes the "elevation" of the material into the realm of
the spiritual and holy. Jews complete this "cycle" in the scheme
of Creation, and make the Unity of G-d a reality also in our ex=-
perience., Here, again, we have further significant meaning in the
Chas¢idic circle-dance.

The "advance and retreat" feature of the Chasgidic dance is,
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The head may decide where it wants to go, but it is the legs which
must carry it to the desired destination. Without the power of
locomotion which lies in the legs, the whole body, including the
head, would be severely handicapped. Moreover, should the fest
stumble even dightly, the whole body, including the head, could
crash down with 2 large bang and be seriously hurt,

"JfThe analoay, as applied to the scul is that the soul alsc
possesses a "head" and "feet". The "head" of the soul is that as-
pect of it which has to do with the intellectual gualities, while
the "feet" are represented by that guality of the scul which is the
source of simple faith (Emunah). It is simple faith which is the

basis of the Jew's entire spiritual life, This is true of every
Jew, without exception, Hence, Chasgidic dance emphasizes the great
quality of simple faith which, like the feet of the body, can 1lift
the whole body with the headsmsluwtasl

Insofar as the Jewish people as a whole is concerned, it, too,
constitutes a single organism (Komah Shleimah). The Torah scholars,
Habbls and Sages, are the "heads" of the pecple; the ordinary Jew -
the "legs", Obviously the legs cannct be separated from the head,
nor the head from the rest of the bady., There must be complete
unity and harmony within the organism. So must there be complete
unity and harmony smong all Jews if the Jewish people is to be one
healthy organism. Thus,Chasgidic dance exemplifies this unity. Fer,
in the dance all Chas?idim participate and are linked together, both
those who are the "heads" as well as those wha are the "feet'.

As for the Shechinah - G-d's manifestation in the world = there
is ;i;;}rgﬁiﬁﬁpfnﬁ "legs", as it were, termed in Chasgidic literature
Sovev and Memaleh. The former is the transcendental aspect of G-d;
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cqyp{gle mastery of himself:; all outward manifestations are measured
and calculated; everything has its time and place, and every human
capacity must be fully placed in the service of G-d. But the em-
phasis is generally on inwardness., Even dancing, while obviously

an external manifestation, has in Chabad a profound inner, even
esoteric, quality.

In the wvast literature of Chabad, which embraces every aspect
of human conduct and deals with the esoteric as well as the exoteric,
§2§e§371r significance of Chasidic dance also receives attention, amdx

/it is closely related to some very basic doctrines of Chasidus itself.

It would take us too far afield to discuss at length the various
aspects of Chasgidic dance in all its implications for the Chosid.
Only salient points can be mentioned here, which, for the savant
who is familiar with Chasfidic liferature, will at once strike a
familiar ring.

It is explained in Chabad that everything in the physical world
has its counterpart in the spiritual realm.

In dancing the entire body moves. The whole body from head to
foot is absorbed in the joy and exhilaration of the dance, However,
it is the legs, of course, that play the principle part. The concept
of "head" and "foot" is to be found not only in the physical body, but
also in the soul, Morever, this concept is found also in regard to

DA o . i
the entire Jewish people, and in the Shegchina (Divine manifestation)

itself, *Lﬁg”ﬂv¢at

In the physical body the head is supreme both in position and in
quality, while the feet are the lowest part of the body. Yet there
is a superiority in the feet over the head in that the feet serve as

a base for the whole body and carry it about from place to place.
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the movement was young and largely unknown, it was the suspicion of
heterodoxy that fed the opposition to Chasidus, and the highly
charged emotionalism of the Kalisker Chasidim was not calculated

to allay the suspicion, unwarranted as it was.

However, even among the Chasidim themselves, though they could
better appreciate the religious feelings which prompted the said
excesses, many frowned upon the Kalisker scheol, and the Maggid
himself rebuked his?gisciple for his lack of self-control. He pointed
out to him that dancing should not become an end in itself, and
that self-discipline was a sine-qua-non element in Chasidus.

While the excessive emoticnalism of the Kalisker Chasidim
eventually waned, and the whole episode turned out to be no more than
a passing phase in the early development of the Chasidic movement,
the doctrine of "serve G-d with joy" has remained germane to Chasidus,
and religious fervor and enthusiasm are still characteristic aspects
of Chasidus. Nevertheless, a distinction is st¥k% sometimes made
between "ChaBaD" (Chochma, Binal Daas, hence "intellectual") Chasidim
and "ChaGaT" (Chesed, Gvura, Tiferes, hence "emotional") Chasidim,
by reason of the varying emphasis on the relative place of these
faculties in the Chasidic philosophy and way of life.

In Chabad, reason and emotion are blended in}g unified system,
where the mind rules the heart. OCne of the doctrines of the elaborate
psycholegy of Chabad, as outlined in the Tanya, is that the mind is
intrinsically and by nature stronger than the heart. Conseguently,
it is possible, by a conscious effort, contemplationg and so forth,
to assert its mastery over the emotions, The Chabad Chosid is not

taught to suppress feeling, but to use it sparingly and calculatedly.
{ - Qﬁ}) . i
Whatycharacterizes/the true Chabadnik in his daily conduct@izs his
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intellectuals, They, too, must realize sooner or lateriabat the
human reason often functions as a "brake" rather thanj"accekieratar“
to religious fulfillment. &Ee it as it may, the Baal Shem Tov wished
to rehabilitate the zpmmpm ordinary Jew as well as the scholarly,
insofar as Divine service [Avodas haShem) was concerned. Accordingly,
he emphasized such gualities as sincerity, humility, and joy &m as
the basic ingredients of true Divine service. Thus he breathed a
new "14fe" into the practice of the repetitiocus daily Mitzvaos, so
that they should be fulfilled not as & matter of habdt, but as a
meaningful religious experience, Of course, this, too, was no
innovation, To "serve G-d with juyi}éggkgguﬁm%gifh:ﬂ e éggnt in
Lurianic Kabbala, on which Chasidus is based, and, in fact, has
itsprioin in themﬂ%%f.

However, as already noted, Rabbi Kati Abraham Kalisker and
his Chasidiﬁ-folluWErsﬁfgxaggerated the point. In order to set for
themselves the proper mood for the daily pravur?they falt the need
of a lengthy period of inspiraticnal preparation through dancina
and singing. They were thus given to excessive smotional outbursts
of relingious fervor, such as exaggerated gesticulation, damcing—in
tHExEErRR) X BR—Shoeir—bare—sosks, even turning somersaults in the street.

display
This strange pramxiem reached its height in 1770, and it naturally
added fuel to the already smodldering opposition to the Chasidic
unjustly

movament which had been/suspected of deviatiocnist tendencies that
might estranae Jews from kke orthodox Judaism. Whatever reservations
one may mew have against Chasidus, nane will now suspect Chasidim
or Chadidus of hetercdoxv: on the cé;trarv. Chasidim are now univer-

-
sally regarded as "ultra-orthodox." But in theose early days, when
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"Chasidim) on special occasions of Chasidic get-togethers ("Farbrengen,"
Hisvaadus in Heb.). These {among Lébauitcher Chasidim}ﬁﬁf3the termina$:
$ions of the major Fektivals, alsc on Purim; at the special Chasidic
hisfn?ic anniversaries (19th of Kislev, 12-13th of Tammuz, etc.); on
festive celebrations, such as weddings; at meeting and departure of
visiting Chasidic groups. It ishgizixtgyhver done during prayer,
except during the Festival of Rejoicing (Shemini Atzeres and Simchas
Torah, particularly during Hakofos, when dancing with the scrolls

of the Torah).

The history of Chasidic dance recalls a controversy in the early
period of the Chadidic movement, In the late 1760's, when the move-
ment flourished under the leadership of Rabbi Dov Ber, the Maggid of
Miezricz (d. 1772), successor to the Founder of Chasidus, Rabbi Israel
Baal Shem Tov (d. 1760), some of the Maggid's disciples, on their
part, had large followings of Chasidim, eventually giving rise to
various branches of Chasidus, One of the Maggid's disciples was Rabbi
Abraham of Kalisk, a person of a e sensitive emotional nature. He
was particularly responsive to that aspect of Chasidus which accentuated
religious feeling ("G-d desires the heart"), and made this the mainspring
of his Chasidic philosophy and manner of Divine service, and indeoctrin-

ated his followers accordingly.

To be sure, Chasidi¢ doctrine recognizes that the mind - "cold
reason" - is intrinsically too limited to serve as the exclusive

vehicle of communion with G-d. Religious fervor, joy and ecstacy,
they offer
transcend rational limitationsj hence,/a much more gratifying vehicle

of religious expression.amdXEXpEXXEREEY Moreover, a purely rational
religion and -
approach to/relicioms experience, apart from the paradox inherent in
=
such an approach, namely, of trying grasp rationally that which is

essentially above and beyond human reason, is, at best, limited to
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" or skipoing, up and down. Chasidic dance includes both varieties,
each ﬂ:;m a significance of its own, as will be explained later.
Inasmuch as the %m circle~danE::include£ also hopping and skipping,
the rikkud is generic and includes all varieties of Chasidic dancing.

The Chasidic circle.dance is done in a closed circle, with one
hand, or both, resting on the shoulders of the dancer in front. —Eb
lsually  though set necessarily,-moves-counter—eclockwise. There is
no limitation on the number of participants. The up-and-down dance
is more often done in crowded guarters, where there is no room for
a massive circlesdance., Individual Chasidim may come out in & seolo
whirling, or hopping-dance, or it may be performed by a duet or more
individuals. There is no set pattern of body movements in a sole or
duet dance, though a duet usually involves "approach and retreat,"
and the locking and unlocking of arms.

The dancing is done to the ;?‘thm, or beat, of t}gﬁigidic tune
or melody, Certain tunes and melodies are particularly peopular on
certain occasions and festivals., Both tunes (without words) and
melodies {with words) are significant, not enly in the E?%hm and
movements they call forth, but also in their variety of inspiration.
Usually, an animated Chasidic tune without words will stimulate Xk
sxrakexr a higher degree of ecstasy. Wordless tunes are considersd
in Chasidus on a higher plane of religious expression, since words
ar:?ﬁ:ﬂ?iéan (& person gvercome by emotion is "speechless!)

Some tunes may inspire Teshuvah (contrition, etc.), others - a longing
or yearning for the mystic union of the soul with its Suurcafrii, .

Chasidic dancing is uwsually accompanied by hand clapping of the

t:ystandersfwho':LJ!_oin in the singing with gusto.

Chasidic dancing is practigad (at any rate by Chabad-Lubavidtch
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THE SIGNIFICANCE OF CHASIDIC DANCING ~
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el By Nissan Mindel
It has been said that the face mirrors the heart. Inner feelings

are portrayed in facial expressions. It is no coincidence that the

Hebrew word for "face" - Panim - alsc means "inwardness." All such
surprise, disappointment,

feelings as pleasure, joy, anger,/and the like have their unmistakable

facial expression. Such manifestations are spontanecus and involuntary,

and hard to repress or control, Stronger emotions call forth addition-

al manifestations, such as vocal éngxﬁggL;nd clapping of the hands

(or clasping of the hands, as the case may be). In the case of

intense joy, even the feet are stimulated. People "dance for jov.".

Thus, dancing for joy is the highest manifestation of the most in-

tense feeling of inner happiness, a feeling which permeates the

entire body, from head to foot.

Chasidic dancing, that is, dancing as defined in Chasidic
terminology and concept, is the outward manifestation of a most
intense feeling of religious joy and ecstai;. Needless to say,
Chasidi? dancing is always done by males separately, as mixed dancing
igrﬁggﬁiaitggnginngish Law. It is also needless to add that the
Chasidic dance is not an ofigéﬁﬁllﬁnyentionf There are many references
to dancing in the T'MNaCh. Miriam the prophetess danced and sang
praises to G-d after the miraculous crossing of the Red Seaj; King
David whirled and skipped before the Ark of the Covenant, Most
festivals, and particularly that of Succoth, the Season of Our

Rejoicing, were accompanied by dancing from most ancient times.

The Hebrew word for festival - Chag - connotes circle dancing, and

it is significant that the most joyous festiwval of all - Succoth =
was called simply The Chag.
There are twog\frequeﬁtly-used terms in Hebrew for dancing:

machol and rikkud. The first means cirecle dance, the second - jumping,
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I hed only been privileged to look at him from far, and to feel the
—r of his overwhelming stature as a giant of the spirit and
action. Yet I realized that to the thousands of rich and poor, old
and young, and to the meny more thoussnds who were not able to part-
icipate personally in the burial of the earthly remains of Rabbi
Joseph I. Schneersohn , he must have represented that which the
word " wonder rabbl", or better " Rebbe " in the true Chassidic

tradition, means in our age of atomic fission.
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And then there is of course the one side of Rabbi Joseph I.
Schneersohn which may perhaps not have come into the public eye as

much as his religlo-political and his communal or educational
spiritual
activities, his work as a scholar and/leader of the world Chabad

movement. It seems rather impossible that a man who haq never known

a day of private life, who ha('baan embroiled in the most difficult,
most enervating and compllicated , bitterly fought battles for Judaism,
should yet have found time to study and to produce such a multitude

of profound works, covering many phases of the Chassidic philosophy,
of general Jewish theology, of "Mussar", Hebrew and Yiddish literature,

and of running commentary to the events of the day. Yet by the ti@;_ J
Vf AU D
— hs passed away Rabqi Joseph I. Schneersohn had published sasoa—hmadro&—

9,:kﬂ_ -und—ﬁor%y-OHO*books, many of them of major proportion, that would

have represented the kikfm harvest of a life-time, in the case of

a man of lesser stature, not born to the pen. Only a person well

versed in the te;ginoﬁyg%_of Chassiduth can fully appreciate the

— contents of his siiég%énn; % Likutz Diburim ", collections of speeches

addressed to his followers, of hi@ "“Kuntresin" , his commentaries to
S '
. extant works of the Chasslidic literature, his " Hemaamorim",
Frolrcdite v Bammtlie wadile
24l volumes of diasertationﬁ on spacial topic his " Serer Hasichoth",
n 10amA 1lh'¢'
__;vhia "Sefer ggichronoth", of whibh only par%a are as 1 published.
[ L Ll B e e S "\. l.n. x‘(“&“!/]
Only after the hundreds of manuscript found in his filas, will
full
have been printed, will his Zxmm stature as a scholar and writer

—

be as apparent, as the part he played in public as a leader and
guide of humna beings and of the Jewish community who owes him such

a vast debt.

a TR 3 . * L]
Of all these facets of a monumental personality I thought

when I walked away from the funeral of the late Lubavitzer Rebbe.

f\'/ anly [‘? ?’er oD {;,.'?.f {1INe L’,i [2peY (2 3@¥ Anine :u')';f:f@gfom(ﬁ@
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the " Shaloh"books for young children and QE

popular publications as/the "Complete Festival Serias"./ﬁgverihg
every aspect of each major Jawish holiday in an interesting,

well illustrated #yfﬁealiquthe value of this work of the
Merkos L'Inyonei Chinuch for Jewlsh education in this country,
where the dirth of the most basic teaching aids had hampered and
blocked progress almost to a polnt of retrogression, until such
men &s the Lubavitzer Rebbe wrought a revolution, dlsregarding the

difficulties and mxmpEmsEx cost of publishing.

More suprising,yet, than the textbook library created by
the Lubavitzer Rebbe, is the rich shelf of fiction for juveniles in Engl!:
written or translated under his direction. Anyone agquainted with
the prohibitive cost of printing will appreciate the fact that in
a field where the Jewlsh chlld was almost completely depending upon
Jjuvenile
the rather thin, or even bad fare offered by non-Jewish literature,
or by those to whom the rich Jewish heritage is a sour of mocker
Y 123 2 £. ¥
and ridicule, the “erkos has ventured to produce good, solid boohéff_
There 1s the series of classics by Dr, Lehman, there are plays,
collection of short stories, novels and novelkttes, covering most

phases of historical and modern Jewish life.

This publications division of the Merkos L'Inyonei Chinuch
is only one of the many revolutionary ways in which Rabbi Joseph I.
Schnamersohn had broken a path, that was later on followed by other
educational organizations, much to his satisfaction. For this was what
he had set out to #mx accompllsh, to arouse the responsible Jewish
Etij leaders and organizations to their task of saving the hundreds and
thousands of Jewlsh boys and girls who were going lost to the Jewish
religion and to the Jewlsh people because there was no one to answer

their cell for help and guidance.,-or—enly inadegquately.
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0f even greater importence was the immediately started
campaign to create new, uptodate in form and content, textbooks
in every vital field of Jewish teaching. Under the personal sur-
velllance of the Lubavitzer Rebbe himself, teams of experts col-
lzborated to produce for inatancela history book for the Jewish
home and school that covers every phase of the Jewish past, from
called " Yur People"
the creation to the present/ The three volumes that have appeared
thus far {n print,have evoked a great deal of pralse and entiausiastic
response ;zgihﬂhpagg_oﬂ teachers, parents, and ymmkkzgroup workers
for the%gttractive form and well-structured organization of the
materiel based exclusively on the suthentic ,traditional sources.
Rimikariy OE equal imﬁortsnca the five volume series of a
Sifreinu
Hebrew textboo starting with an Aleph Beth chart, and concluding
with a reader of selected pieces of good literature, and a Yiddish
textbook, called " Unser Buch" which teaches not only the fundementals

but combines it with reading in
of the Yiddish language,whizh dxxsuxhxpkehxkrzasnraxe® " Yahaduth',

in selections that from the very first page on convey the spirit
of Jewish tradition and culture, rather than empty, meaningless
phrases, sentences and paragraphs.

This holds true for the many other textbooks created by the

Mﬁ?“—'m&:‘vy ,Tim—);
Merkos L'Inyonei Chinuch for special purposes4 at the initiative ;- t.(
- <L .

and c¢xese direction of Rabbi Joseph L. Schneersohn. It is never
merely a subject that is taught or a toplc/presented; but the full,
rich background of Jewish culture is added to give the child the
feeling for the total, the whole pécture from which the topic 1is

merely a segment holding promise of more and richer reward.

X s W*‘%—
BRLFXb L R AKX RERE E M XNE  One has—enli—be thinks of such
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library where fiction for children was supposed to be, will realize
the magnitulle of this phase of the work of the Merkos, both in the
fields of nonfiction and fiction. Thwkxkkx Only one not knowing the
approach of the Lubavitzer Hebbe will quastion his concentration on
this apparently secondary field in Jewish education. for, 1f there
was one basic principle in th@ow0rk of Rabbi Schneersohn, it was the
idea that every method thatczzédpossibly help xmamhixa to bring Torah
and Yiddishkelt closer to Jewish youth, had to be used. Preaching and
teaching, he argued, were of little value, if the rest of the intellectus
life of the child was fllled with the ideas and views that contra-
dicted the content of the preaching. Bverything, textbooks, fiction,
magazines, even comics, whatever the other world used to lure the
Jewish child away from the Jewish heritage, has to be drawn into
service, From this perspective the lerkos L'Inyonei Chinuch set out
to create the basic tools of Jewish education which won it fame and

recognition far beyond the orthodox Jewish circles.

From the first month of its existence it began to publish
a monthly magazined in English called ¥ Talks and Tales ", and a
magazines " Shmuessen mit Kinder un Yugent " in Yiddish. Through the
years 1t has never missed a single month putting out the pink and blue

SR

companion magazines and sending them out in ever increasing numbers
to all cities, towns and hamiﬂts vhere Jewish children might want to
read Jewlsh stories, poems, curious facts and dates sbout Jewish
herces, books, holidays and feasts. In some Jewish schools these
magazines have become obligatory reading, because the teachers have
found them F{g most valuable tools of informal instruction. Bound
volumes are sold to youth leaders, to parents and young people who

treasure their rich storedf of fM¢ fineff and interesting material

for every Jewlish occasion.
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—— of Jewish life. Machina Israel was instrumental -in~establishing.
= mr—mmd:—cmﬂm, in providing them with the religious
articles, books, Sifre Toreh, Shofroth,llegilloth, Matzoth, and where-
ever possible, with personnel to serve their religious needs ad

functions,

llore astounding yet, and ofi almost revolutlionary character
are the achievements of the other mighty prong of Rabbi Joseph I.
Schneersohn's assault on the Jewish scene, the'"lMerkos L'Inyonei Chinuch",
Centrel Bureau of Jewlsh Education. Not colored by any party affiliation,
not even by bearing any specific relation to the Chabad Chassidiec
ideology, this organization has made all those things come true
which the sceptics declared impossible when the Lubavitzer Rebbe
proclaimed his program of activating Jewish youth on a large scale.
It is not enough to state here that during the ten yeari_of its
_ existence the Merkos has published and distributed ovar"ﬁ;qmillionﬁ
books; that it has organized thousands of boys and girls in Yeshivoth,
:;zj]%lin large and small toﬁns; that it has esteblished hundreds of clubs
in nelghborhoods and sections where Yiddishkeit seemed to have lost
its very last foothold. That it has sent its workers into the camps
and centers of postwar Eupope to do the same work for the remnants

>
f of the once proudest and best centers of Jewish lige.

-
To/appreciate what the Merkos L'Inyoney Chinuch has done
one has imxmaakizExknxkxkafsrsxikx only to consider the background

and aschievements of its publications department., Anyone acquainted
with the state of Jewish juvenile literature ten years ago, anyone
who has ever had a look at the antiquated, ridiculous, impessible

type of textbooks, used in Talmud Torahs and ‘eshivoté%”;nyone who has

ever seen and felt the blg empty yawn in the shelves of a Jewish



DoPYIYD NIv2N BN VJL)T ity L PRI QDD S

26
Cle

WONDER RABBI - 1} -

A speclal department of Machgne Israel, for example, concentrated
exclusively on visiting Jewish farmers throughout the states of

the East Coast and New England. Isolated from contact with the Jewish

)

world, these lonely Jews,frequently hiindreds of miles from the nesrest

Jewlsh community, had lost much of their J faith and religlosity.
Whatever their background and training, in the decades of living
amon, yPn—Jewish farmers, or all by themselves, they had abandoned
or forgotten what they had learnt in their youth, and their children
were far from getting even a minimum of Jewish education., If it

were only that the representatives of the Lubavitzer Rebbe spent
time on paying visits to these isolated Jews, if they did not more
than speaking to them and making them realize that they were not
alone, that someone cared what happened to them, Machﬁneh lsrael
would have served a vital function. But far beyond that the
omissaries of Rebbl Schneerschn provided the farmers with religious
articles, with Tefillin, Siddurim, Chumashim, and whatever else they
lacked. They arranged for kosher food, for regular visits from
pabbls and teachers, for regional gatherings, and ALL/Edh K ARAR B F
other forms of inspiration and practical help. Hobille synagogues and
kosher kitchern), records ,special radio programs, are among the

projects of the Farmers Division of Mach*na Israel.

On & national and international basis the same type of work
carried on by the Farmers Division, reached many thousandd of Jews
in all corners of the world who turned to 770 Eastern Parkway, the
residence snd é\@ center of the Lubavitzer Rebbe's maxk activities,
for adviece and help, During and after the war many new centers of

Jewlish 1ife had sprung up in places and countries that had little

or no Jewish traditlion, that lacked the -basie-uternsits—and-fundamentalg
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Though worn out and of broken health from the years of bltter
bitter struggle, imprisomment, and incessant battle on the bastions
of Judaism, the Lubavitzer Rebbé set about fulfilling this program
from the very first day after his arrival, Like a clarion call gf in
a sleeping castle his proclamation to save the Jewish youth in this
country, in the cities and towns and villages where the Jewlsh religion
was a memory of a past generation, met with indifference, startled
disbelief, curlosity and *g;kary. Jewish education had reached a
low, and the existing institutions of Torah learning struggled
vallantly for their survival. Yet undaunted by mockery, lack of
interest, and seemingly unsurmountable difficulties, Rabbi Joseph I.
Schneersohn kept not only calling and shaking the sleeping conscience
of the responsible Jewish public to awareness of the spiritual plight

of the Jewlsh youth that was searching for an answer and guiding
the disillusionment of valueless

t b »
Lignt, 290 ALARL AT Ad e Ing) s A IAFYAEA" se1tcontradictory

ideologies and isms. Only a few weeks after he had begun his sojourn
organizations -

in this country he had set up zsparaksxmazhinsx to carry his th£;;;7"
pronged attack bnto the Jewish street, the Jewish home and the Jewish
school,

His first step was the establishment of a central Yeshivah
Tomchel Tmimim, that was to become the mother institute for a whole
net of Yeshivoth for boys and schools fér girls, and that was to
produce teams of qualified teachers and inspired commnity warkers,
rabbis, and youth laaders,li; translatq(tha plans of Rabbi Schneersohn
into reality. An organization, called " Mach‘na Israel ", was zmkxmp to
engage in all activities that might in any way strengthen the forces

of orthodox Judaism in this country and the world over, providing

guldance, services and functionarles to outlylng communities, supplying

religlous articles, literature, and if necessary,financial support.
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of Chassidim and admirers
. .good-mse, bPought not only huge throngs to greet him, but enabled him

to orgenize his relief and educational campaipgns for Easteuropean

Jews on a worldwide basis. Despite the fact that his and his disciplas]
work in Hussla had maintained a good deasl of orthodox Jewish life,there
wes no doubt that Russla, once the lifé center of orthodox Judsism, had
lost its primary role. Thus after his return,the Lubavitzer Rebbe
concentrated on establishing "Tomchei Tmimim" Yeshivoth in Poland.

His residence in Otwock, ngar Warsaw became the world ;;;;egf Chabad

Chassidism and a beehilve of communal and relglous activities spanning

the Jewlsh orbit,

The Nazl invasion of Foland in 1939 started a new phase of
heroism and suffering on the part of the Lubavitzer Rebbe who refused
to flee in time, desplte the urging of his followers the world over.

and death
Fearlessly he faced bombings, sitting 1in a Succah, giving inspiration
and the will to survive to the thousands of Jews in Warsaw. Only after

ag possible

he had saved as many of his khmwxam students and followers, and after
there was no longer any chance for effective aid, did he allow himself
‘bo be taken out of the hell of Foland, to the security of America
from where he hoped to be of much greater service to his suffering
brethren.

15; t would not have been like the Lubavitzer Rebbe to
start on a new phase of his life,without setting his sight for a new
goal and the new situation into which Providence had placed him. In
his response to the greectings of the numerous organizations and re-
presentatives of governmental agencilesf/Ud/FALXIAER/KIA/BFE¢YA at the
pler, ten years sgo, he said that whatever years the L-rd would grant
him yet, would be dedicated to " Hatzalath Yisrael ", and " Harvatzath
Torah ", to relief for the suffering Jewish people, and to the spread

of Torah among the youth of America and other countries,
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and supportfffed the rabbis and communities who would have perished

without subsidy.

A
were

Naturally themcials of the Yewsektzia Afd not rezmkymmkxk
willing to put up with this "counterrevolution" of the Lubavitzer
Rebbe and they used the full arsenal of thelirvmethods of intimidation
and terror to change his mind. But their mmkhmdx worst and vilest forms
of torture left the determined rabbi unimpressed. Even when they set
the gun on his breast,he stated calmly that he would not give up his
G=d. " I have only one G-d and two worlds.¥our little toy here does

not frighten me."

By 1927, after seven years of bitter struggle, Rabbi Joseph I.

Schneersohn was thrown into Spalerno Prison of Leningrad, from which

few raturng?i Only the intervention of international statesmen saved
ze

the Lubavi r Rebbe after the death sentence had glready been passed.

YoosTioma. wean
Subsequently he spent soms time in exile in Eiberiwx in-the-wilderness

. 6% the Ural mountains, until continued pressure from America and other

countries effected his release, and eventual permission to leave Russia
with his family and his priceless library of Chassidic and general

Hebrew literature.

Despite these years of harrowing experience Rabbl Schneersohn
did not paunse to rest. At once he set out to help the Jews who were
forced to remain in Russia. Taking his residence in Riga, Latvia, he
s:; Matzoth and other religious articles to his brethren in his former
homeland, end his emissaries travelled back and forth giving the spiritual

(ulGze
encouragement so vitally needed. A trip sreund—the-wmompld,—Including

Americe and a visit at the White House, and the Holy Land, where—Ghabad-
-Ghassidim were puitting their-veilusble-sgrieulturel—and-trade-training to
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Rabbi Sholom Dovbe;(ﬂ&n~1920. Russia was in a turmoil. Defeat in war,
revolution, unrest Insecurity and utter demoralization had wrought
havoe with the very foundations of peaceful life for the Jews even
more than for the rest of the population. In this terror-fraught
situatlon Rabbi Schneersohn, the new Lubavitzer Rebbe,was faced with
the double task of securing a minimum basis of economic FALEYEAZE//
and YH¢ spiritusl survival for the distressed Jewish orthodox masses.
It was here that the agricultural and industrial training proved to

be of great value. For it enabled all those who had engaged in it

to retain relative independence, and more than that it gave them the
chance to live together in concentrated areas, thus assuring them of
a maximum of inner strength and power of resistance against the violent
attacks on their soul from the Soviets, led by the ominous Yevsektzia,
the anti-Jewish Jewish section.

Undaunted by the terror methods of these enemies of the Jewlsh
religion Rabbl Joseph I. Schneersohn ﬂigigiiﬂxnxxxxmngx:xmpxtgn almost
single-handed against the catastrophal secularization of the largest
reservoir of the world's Jewish community. Openly and secretly he defied
death and severe punishment innumerous times, organizing sehools,Yeshivoth,
congregations,
ﬂﬁﬁ%ﬁﬁ services, meetings and study groups under the very noses of the
susplcious officials. Unable to stay long at one city, hf:}#;;ihjfi:i%;T
stravelled extenslvely giving courage and inspiration to the small and
large groups who dld not yleld to the pressure from the outside. His
students and disciples followed his example and risked their lives
vislting the near and far Jewish communities teaching, organizing
classes and services and strengthening the general resistance. Economicall]
too, Rabbl Joseph L.Schneersohn organized finaneial helg}géfthe small

craftsmen and artisans, enabling them to refrain from work on Shabbath,
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centration of Jewish religious and communal activity, Yy He promoted
the idea of Jews learning skilled trades, in the face of the low
esteem in which the " Baal Melochoh " skmmfximx was held in Eastern
Europe. This social upgrading of the farmer and the LHEdé#d craftsman
paid rich dividend, not only 1n those'days of teconomic exigengy, /bnhl
later on, when the Soviet regime superseded the Czar, yet continued
the imperial policy of oppression of the Jews, YALE/L{¥¢ under the
pretense of eliminating the unproductive elements of the masses of
Jewish dealers and businessmen. In addition to establishing farming
end craft centers, Rabbi Joseph I. Schneersohn was also leading the
movement to establish independent orthodox Jewish industrlal centers,
factories where mmkyx Jews worked in all phases of the production process
and scquired skills that became equally precious during the Soviet
oppression, as the agricultural and craft tralning. The industrial
which Rabbi Joseph I. had helped organized as a young man
center of Dubrovna/alone/ d many thousands of Jews to survive.
Thus the Chassidic ideology which does not recognize the exclusive
intellectual religiosity of the Mithnagdig;’bore rich fruit in the
work of the Lubavitzer Rebbe, when he promoted the shifting of the masse
of his Chassidim to the various forms of manual labor,wikhmmk over and

against the popular deprecation of such professlon for an orthodox Jews.

sistance which orthodo led by the Lubavitzer Rebbe put up against
ough
the attempts o the ominous Yevsektzia, to destroy

S W

Rabbi Joseph I. Schneersohn was called upon to become the official
head of the world movement of Chabad, after the death of his father
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able tocgézﬂanything eriminal against him} and instead of a mark of
shame every case of imprisonment, particularly durlng the years from
1902 to 1911, turned into another personal triumph which increased
the love of the Jewish people in Russia for this fearless,young pro-
tagonist of their plight. ‘

There were other ways in which Rabbl Joseph I. Schneersohn
from his early youth on engaged in ;;;;zﬁg the economic pressure
lying heavily upon the impoverished Jews of Russia. His illustrious

of the dynasty
forebears ZYFFAdy, beginning with the founder/ Rabbi Shneur Zalman
of Ladi, hag}igiigzed that one form of escape from the constantly
increasing economic ruin, and the ensuing demoralization was the
ecreation of concentrated, economically independent settlements. After
the Rav's death, his son was granted a large strip of land around
the city of Kherson by the Czar who YM¥f wanted to show his gratitude

to the family of Rabbi Shneur Zalman, and agreed to help the project

)

of Jewish settlements. To many thousands of Jewish families the Kherson

colony meant physical as well as sppiritual salvation, and it set the
pattern for others to follow the road to the land. The grandson of
Rabbl Shneur Zalman, known as the "Tzemach Tzedek", from the title

of his many-volumed ¥g¢¥ collection of Talmudic and falachic responsa
of settlements

]

continued the work of his father by establishing an even larger colony b

around the city of Shtzedrin. Each Lubgvitzer Rebbe in his turn con-
of thedf Easteuropean Jew.masse
tinued this important trend away from the "Luft-exlstence"/and by
stressing the idea of agricultural colonization as a sultable occupat
helped transvaluate the pattern of popular depreciation of manual

work.
Rabbl Joseph I, Schneersohn did not only further propagate

the establishment of agricultural Jewish centers, which served not

only to provide economic security, but represented the strongest con-

ion
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highest circles at court, in St.Petersburg, as well as in Moscow,

and slated him farthe role af fAg¢ spokesman of the Jewish people

in his and other countries. He was only twenty five Yyears old when
his experience in dealing with diplomats and princes was called

upon to ease the terrible plight of thé Jews in the wake of the
October revolution in 1905, when government-inspired pogroms plagued
the Jewish community, as a diversion of the popular attention fpom
the defeat in the Russo-Japanese war and the ensuing unrest and re-
bellion acainst the hardships of the Czarist oppression. It took

a great deal of courage, care and skill on the part of the young

man, to leave the country, establish relations-z% the most iﬁfluential
statesmen of those days in Germany and Holland, and to induce them

to intervene on behalf of the suffering Jews of Russia., Successful
far beyond expectation, the young Rabbi Joseph I.Schneersohn returned
to Russia as a hero of f}¢ his people who appreciated his help and
offered him their love and admiratig;z;zxffbr a young man his age.

this mission/Lﬁ"/

Naturally/fe earned/little favor in the eyes of the Russian
government who had begun to be annoyed ﬂ;ythe constant interference
of the young rabbi from Lubavitz with their economic or political
restrictions of the Jews. Even his status as a privileged citizen
did not help him long, as he kept on commuting between his residence
and the seats of the local and national governments in his efforts to
avert trouble and prevent further decline of the already low economic
state of the Jewish population and the ensuing moral depression, In
due time his courageous standing up to the Russian officialdom caused
him to be thrown into one prison after the other, never holding him
long, and never frightening him from doing exactly the same thing

time and agaln whenever the need arose. Official inquiries were never
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as well as
clusive concentration on Telmudics, like the "lithnagdim", g¥ on

"Chassiduth ", like most other Chassidic schools. One year afterwards,
at the age of elghteen, Rabbl Joseph Isaac Schneerschn took-over the
direction of the Tomchei Tmimim Yeshivah, and under his guiding hand
1t flourished and grew from a single iﬂatitution, to a large net of
similar schools all over Eastern Europe, moving its center and new
areas of concentration to every country where Rabbi Joseph Isaac
resided subsequently to his departure from Russia., And it was in this
realm of establishing Yeshivoth for boys and girls that Rabbi Schnnerschn
scored his greatest successes and spent his best and gFgd¥ddyY efforts.
For, time and agin he expressed the thought that the spreadinngorah
was the supreme task of the time, to which everything else was secondary.
In America, too, the last station of his pillgrimage through the

centers of the Jewish world, Rabbi Schneersohn achieved the highest
and most lmpressive results in this maxk vital, ?gz?ziglsctad field.,
by starting undauntedly where others feared to tread.

phase of his work
Anpther kmmk that Rabbl Sholom Dovber entrusted very early

into the hands of his eminently capable son, was the field of diplomatie
missions., For strange as it may seem &b the outsider, the court of
Lubavitz was not merely the seat and center of Chassidic and religlous
activities, but 1t played an important role in the political affairs

of the Jewish world, particularly of the millions in the Pale of the
Settlement. At the age of twenty two Rabbi Joseph I, Schneersohn

began the first of his 5fnumarous trips to St.Petersburg to intervene
with the government on behalf of his Jewish,prethren who were plagued

by legal and illegal restriction on£§E§3§%¥§§é% major and minor officlals
in the various regions of the empire. His intelligent,&polite, yet

clear and firm conduct of the negotiations, won him the favor of the
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boy had reached his fifteenth bilrthday, his father appointed him his
personal secrebary, thus placing him in¥# a strategic post from where
he was able to galn intimate knowledge and acquaintance with all the
phases of the mmimrfuk religio-political and religio-philosophical
currents ﬁ:::iiig or emanating from Lubavitz. Not only did many of
the great scholars of those days vislt Rabbi Sholom Dovber to consult
him on research problems or on matters of public Jewish concern .
Frequently the Lubavlitzer Rebbe was invited to attend the rabbinical
conferences and the emergency sessions of the Jewish political and
communal leaders every time one of the frequent crises in the Pale of
besldes his gualities as a leader,
the Jewish Settlement arose. For{few Jews had AZ£/Wdg¥ such good standing
at the court of Russia, as the Lubavitzer Rebbe, ever since Rabbl
Shneur Zglman of Ladl, in recognition of his valuable services to
the country, had been given the status of a privileged citizen for
himself and for all his descendents . And wherever Rabbli Sholom
experience &
Dovber went, his young son came along, gaining valu&blé*iﬁsight into
the forces and problems of the Jewish situation in those days of

economic snd political #UY¥Y¥ oppression,

Rabbl Joseph Isaac Schneersohn's marriasge to a relative, Nechamah
Dinah, the daughter of the prominent scholar Rabbi Abraham Schneersohn,
when he was seventeen years old,
fnmrked not only a Fuyeus week of Joyous celebration for the followers
of Chabad Chassidism, but it was the occasion on which Rabbi Sholom
Dovber ammnounced the founding of the first Lubavitzer Yeshivah, named
"Tomehel Tmimimr which was to set the pattern for numerous similar
institutions the Jewish world over. For in its curriculum Tomchel
Tmimim Yeshivoth attempted to combine talmudic schclarshig/-with
intense study of the chassidic literature and way of life, Thus it

represented the culmination of the Chabad ideoclogy which disavows ex-
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certainty of conguering all difficulties and problems. This key
to peoples' hearts, more than any other phase of the Lubavitzer
Rebbe's life and work, convinced me that the term " wonder rabbi "
which I had ridiculed in youthful disdain, had its own meaning and

place in Twentieth Century civilization.

L N

To understand the great love, respect and admiration
which hundred thousands of Jews the world over had for Rabbi Joseph I.
Schneersohn, it is necessary to know some of the facts of his life

and his achievements in all fields of Jewish endeavour,

Rabbl Schneersohn was born in the small town of Lubavitz,Russia,
on the twelfth of Tammuz 5640 ( 1880 ) as the scion of the famous
"Schneersohn" dynaéty that goes back to the socalled " Alter Rav ",

profound
Rabbl Shnemr Zalman of Ladi. This d¢¢yf thinker and scholar , a dis-
ciple of the Maggid of Meseritsh, created the mprafmmmdt Chassidic
ideology of " Chabad ", which represents the initials of " Chochmah " -
wisdom, " Binah " - understanding, and " Daath " - knowledge, in his
authoritative treatise " Lekutei Eimorim ", better known as the " Sefer
Hatanieh", Like this famous progenitor who was the official spokesman
of the Chassidic movement in the controversy with the Gaon of Vilna,
and whoIE;;;ed great imfiwemce even at the Czarist Court in Peteraburg
when he helped the Russlan cause against Napoleon, the young Joseph
Isaac was destined to play a major role in Jewish communal and religious
life. As a small child he was already initiated into the whirlpool
of activities concentrating in and about the "Court" of the Lubavitzer
Rebbe. For his father, Rabbi Sholom Dovber Schneursohn, himself a
man of extraordinary scholarship and communal leadership, was detsrmined
to .n”‘fﬁé' his son from the cradle on ffto the meld which the spiritual
leader of a worldwide movement like Chabad has to fit. By the time the
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believer in the near-miraculous powers of the Rebbe and in his
teachings. The inherent scepticism of my education was too
strong for that. Yet as I followed the bier from far,the real-
ization @____audaenly overwhelzed me that I had come to think
of him as one who can do the impossible, who with his inex-
haustible optimism, courage and idealism had conquered the
sluggish resistance of our negative culture. He had taught me
and thousends of other people 1ikéxﬁggéé'believs again in the

truth of " where there is a will, there is a way."

His "Chassidim" swear to the truth of numerous miracles
of foresight and insight he has performed before their eyes.
Ferhaps yes, perhaps no. I would not know. But there is no doubt
in my mind that Rabbi Jeseph I. Schneerschn, the half-paralyzed
Lubavitzer Rebbe, whom I had seen carried off the gangplank in
an almost nelpless physical state, has during the decade of his
stay in this country achieved miracles of organization, social
service and education. And something else I have seen for which
the Lerm miracle may be too small. I have watched innumerous
people enter his office, tense, worried, and tortured by con-
flicts; and then I have seen them leave with a glow of inner
happiness and ease, radieting the joy of an extraordinary ex-
perience. I don't know whether the man with the deepset, searching
eyes to whom they presented their small and big problems, had
seen beyond the fogs and clouds of their difficulties. But he
certainly must have hed the capacity of probing their hearts
and finding the Kind of words and the type of an answer that

loosed their tightness and transformed it into the dynamic
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. forgotten &fdvburéed in the anonymity of the Eastside humdrum
life that has swallowed hundreds of former celebrities from

the Old World, whose arrivel in the United States had caused a

“

[
% lﬂ‘ﬁ("”

I was wrong. A few aﬂnka ago, almost ten years to the

quick flurry of excitement.

day, I was again standing at the fringe of a huge crowd, many
times larger than the one that had lined the pler and even more
;olorful and variegated. But there were no cheers, no pushing

and jestling. There was only the mute grief, the incredulous,
hushed silence of people too shocked to grasp the reality of

the moment. They almost seemed in a hurry to bury their dead
leader on the dreary, drab Sunday morning of MNJanuary 28, as
they walked out of step, hundreds of men high, in thick clusters
behind the car that carried the body of Rabbi Joseph Isaac
Schneersohn, the Lubavitzer Rebbe, through the streets around
his mansion in Brooklyn, that were lined by thousands of mourners
and spectators. Towards noon the sun broke through the clouds
and warmed up the frosty air and reflected from the shiny Buicks,
Cadillacs and Packards, the rickety old llodel T Fords, the

long line of buses that carried the mourning towards the cemetery.

Again I walked away in silence, lonely with my thoughts,
trying to shake of f the power ful emotions of the present. But
this time the feelings of a deep, personal loss, of a tragedy :
) B T PRO A l a4;Vh“w/
only partielly understood, persisted; for{ I had ow / If

some of the qualities of the man whom they were carrying to ocs

eternal rest. Not thet I had become a "Chasid", a true and pious
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THE WONDER RABBI

On Harch 19, 1940 I saw him the first time when they
carried nim down the special lendingbridge off the S.S.Drott-
ningholm, tc the cheers of a hugce crowd of followers and

curious spectators, and the flashes of press cameras.

I had heard of wonder rabbis and of the adoration and
absolute obedience which they command of their followers. But
I hed never seen one. It was therefore with a great deal of
curiosity and scepticism thet I had Joined the hundreds of
men and women from all walks and paths of Jewish New York who
had responded to the notice of the arrival of the famous
"Lubavitzer Rebbe" after his escape from the hell of occupied
Warsaw. Young and old, rich and poor, bearing the traditional
Kaftans, black hats, beards and Feyes, or the most elaborate
creations of Farisian couturiers or their Fifth Avenue com=
petitors, they pushed and jostled each other to get closer and
have & look at the man in the round fur caprfige reddish grey,
long beard and the deepset fiery eyes who was slowly transported
to the pier to be greected by a galaxy of senators, congressmen,
Judges end civic leaders. His very presence seemed to electrify
the large crowd and some of their feverish excitementcgégfggnetr-
ated my shell of scepticism. Fut as I walked away, I shrugged
off the exférience as an interesting instance of mass psychosis,

of faith, fame and curiosity,

ne@s /. few months from now, I thought to myself, after the novelty,
0
hes worn off and the curiosity been stilled, this rabbiﬁiill be
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introduce sanctity even into the ordinary and commonplace of
the daily life of the individual, and then into the social life of
the individual as a member of the community, and so forth.

* * *

May G-d help that every Jew and Jewess, especially those
who are spiritual leaders, should take full advantage of the
sacred moments and the soul-stirring inspiration of the Days of
Awe — not in the direction of general world or national
problems (which, however important, are not the purpose of
Rosh Hashanah and the Ten Days of Return, either for the in-
dividual or for the community); but in response to the urgent
call of these days: “Make Me King over you!”” — to accept the
sovereignty of G-d, as one’s own King and Master, which calls
for Teshuvah, Tefilah, Tzedakah — Return, Service,
Righteousness — all of which should begin at home, in the self;
and then around the self, in the congregation, and the environ-
ment at large.

And may the spiritual awakening and inspiration of these
days illuminate and permeate every day of the year, so as to in-
tensify the union between each Jew and G-d into a profound
attachment that will express itself in the daily life according to,
and in harmony with, the Divine Torah and Divine command-
ments. Surely, the change for the better in the spiritual life will
bring a change for the better in the material life, and the next
year will be a blessed one in every respect.

With prayerful wishes for a naw #mnm 72°nd
Y3M ARIA W2 PN A D

/signed: Menachem Schneerson/
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or fullest advantage. In some congregations, and in many in-
dividuals, the inspiration evaporated with the passing of the
Days of Awe, without a discernable change or improvement in
the personal day-to-day life of the individual Jew and Jewess.
And where there is a lack of improvement on the individual
level, there must inevitably be a lack of improvement on the
social level.

One of the main reasons for this failure is that the spiritual
awakening and inspiration of the Days of Awe are not directed
towards the self, but towards matters relating to others. Not in-
frequently these auspiscious days serve as an occasion for
general pronouncements on world problems — “messages’”’ that
do not implicate anyone in particular, least of all anyone in the
immediate environment. This approach “satisfies” everybody,
all the more so since it has some claim to “justification’ in view
of the fact that Rosh Hashanah embraces the whole of Crea-
tion, and the world is not lacking in universal and vital
problems requiring improvement or change.

The concentration on, and preoccupation with, such lofty
world problems and resolutions (resolutions which, in the ma-
jority of instances, are beyond the control of those making
them) provide a convenient justification for diverting the
necessary, vital and utmost attention from the self, from self-
searching and the reappraisal of one’s personal life (precisely
those areas where personal resolutions can be effective).

An indication as to the proper use of the spirit of these
holy days is to be found in the details prescribed for the Mitz-
vah of Sounding the Shofar, the only special Mitzvah of Rosh
Hashanah. This commandment does not prescribe the use of an
ensemble of instruments, but only one; and that also not a
delicate instrument producing extraordinary musical composi-
tions. The insistence is that the Shofar be a plain horn of an
animal, and ““all sounds are proper in a Shofar.” Thus, the
Shofar emphasizes that the orientation should be, first and
foremost, on the individual self, with the accent on the duty to
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shall declare: the L-rd G-d of Israel is King, and His Kingdom
reigneth everywhere! — The whole of Creation, and especially
the human being endowed with a soul, recognizes and submits
to the Sovereignty of G-d. This prayer accentuates the feeling
of Yirath Haromemuth and, at the same time, the inevitable
consequence thereof — the compelling readiness and longing to
obey the commandments of the King.

Hence, notwithstanding the fact that Rosh Hashanah
ushers in the Ten Days of Return (Asereth Yemei Teshuvah)
and is part of them, there is no tachnun, nor any confession of
sin, during Rosh Hashanah. For the feeling of oneness with the
Almighty, which is evoked by the Coronation, so permeates
our heart and mind, that however great may be the sorrow over
the deeds of the past, it is completely “dissolved” in the
overwhelming experience of Yirath Haromemuth.

As a matter of fact, Teshuvah itself — in its deeper concept
as the “Return (to the source)” — is in complete harmony with
the essential content of Rosh Hashanah, namely the event of
the Divine Coronation.

Only after Rosh Hashanah, the further aspects of
Teshuvah come into their own, such as repentance of the past
and resolution for the future, with confession of sin, supplica-
tion for forgiveness, etc., as the necessary effects of the
Coronation on Rosh Hashanah. For the consciousness of the
renewed and strengthened union with the King, and feeling of
oneness with Him, must create in the subject the will and deter-
mination to be worthy of this exalted relationship. This, in
turn, must induce every effort to remove anything that in-
terferes with, or hinders, the consumation of this union, name-
ly all sins, whether committed rebelliously, knowingly, or even
inadvertently.

* * *

Unfortunately, for various reasons, the inspiration
engendered by the Days of Rosh Hashanah and the Ten Days
of Return has not always, nor everywhere, been put to the best
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By the Grace of G-d

In the days of Selichoth, 5723
Year of the 150th Yahrzeit An-
niversary of the OIld Rebbe,
Founder of Chabad.

Brooklyn, New York

To my Brethren, Everywhere
G-d bless you all

Greeting and Blessing:

The days of Rosh Hashanah, the Days of Awe, which
usher in the new year (may it be a happy and blessed one for all
of us), fill every Jewish heart with a sense of holiness.

The feeling which the Days of Awe inspire goes deeper
than a sense of apprehension in the face of Divine judgment. It
is a feeling of Yirath Haromemuth — a sense of awe and
trepidation that is inspired by the consciousness of the un-
folding event of the “‘coronation” of the Supreme King of
Kings, blessed be He; a coronation in which every individual
Jew participates. For this is the essence of Rosh Hashanah.

The “coronation” of the Creator of the Universe as the
“King over all the Earth”, for which we pray and which we ac-
tually carry out on Rosh Hashanah, renews the personal union
of each Jew with G-d; it is the direct and inward union of each
individual as an individual, and not merely as a part of the
community or people as a whole. The ““coronation” is accom-
panied by the personal petition of each and every one of us that
the Almighty accept this coronation, and thereby is created the
mutual union of “We are Thy people and Thou art our King.”

The idea and experience of this “"coronation’” are expres-
sed in the prayer: O, our G-d and G-d of our fathers, establish
Thy glorious reign over all the world. .. that every creature
shall know that Thou didst create him. . . and every living soul

9
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It is to be hoped that jewish 2710RY1 WX IR WK T°17° 22 the spiritual leaders will not
squander® the precious moments of the Days of Awe on such general topics as atomic
test bans or civil I|bert|es and the like, WhICh with all thelr |mportance aﬁdjﬂst—elarms
are not problems w
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1211 93. These solemn days should be dedicated to the personal religious needs of
their flocks, which should be fostered and deepened, and channeled into the proper
channels of the practical life; so that the new year will be a better one spiritually, which
means a better one also materially.

With prayerful wishes for a

7210 RNM 120D
PRI 210 TS
722371 IRNIT 2102

:sadder still yopn N1993% IWwpa NR1ID 3w TINY2 2021 7T Yop

w R 92 Sw 0°vI5n 0N Oy Y9 IR 0Wpn PR OIOR 00 Y

AMIR D7WRR 73IY1 T AR7I00 190R PN 0y K2 03 0Nyl JuiD

55 5w - MR wIR PR 9 YW 1910 0 Nya oy Pl IR oy
R*1W NP 7NN ARXING .91 1TR0

S an (9



DOVMAPD RINLN OV 15T 303 S PRINIT ARBED T 7

forgiveness.

Thus, Rosh Hashana evokes in the Jew a profound feeling of awakening and inspiration;
a compelling desire to come closer to G-d. The immediate consequence of this feeling
should be, of course, a readjustment n31wR1? of the personal daily life in harmony with
the awakened spirit®.

c bt i< imepiration?

It is a sad fact that in the-majority-of some congregations and many individuals
the inspiration turns out to be a fleeting one, and does not bring about the logical
readjustment of the daily life®.

One of the reasons for this is also that that message of these solemn days is mostly
directed to various addresses, but seldem not to one’s own home-address.

Sadderstittisthefactthat Semeofthe spiritual leaderswho should address themselves
directly to the spiritual needs of their congregants and flocks, because the latter look
for them for personal inspiration and guidance during these days in particular, some of
them use the opportunity of these auspicious season for high-seunding declarations
relating to universal issues and peptitar themes, which do not implicate anyone in
particular, least of all the listening audience. To be sure, universal issues and motifs
are not irrelevant to Rosh Hashana and the Ten Days of Return, which do embrace
the whole creation. But when universal problems constitute the sete main theme of
sermons and messages 0nn 21w P21 12°DR IR, te-the-exelusien N”y X2 MW of anything
that touches the individual, his real self and way of life, the most essential spirit n7om
of this auspicious opportunity is missed altogether.

Every Jew should realize that Rosh Hashana and the Ten Days of Return address
themselves, above all, to himself as an individual, and demand an immediate reappraisal
of his actual day-to-day living. These days call for real personal commitment thorough a
closer adherence to the Divine Torah and commandments, not only on special occasions
or special days in the year, but every day throughout the year, and in every aspect of
the daily life.

This is further emphasized by the call of the Shofar, the only special Mitzvah of Rosh
Hashana. For, this commandment does not prescribe the use of’ a delicate instrument
producing extraordinary musical compositions. The Shofar is a plain horn of an animal,
and “all sounds are proper in a Shofar.” It emphasizes our duty of introducing sanctity
even into the ordinary and commonplace in our daily lifeé.
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Free Rendition:
By the Grace of G-d
In the Days of Selichoth, 5723
Year of the 150" Yahrtzeit Anniversary

Of the old Rebbe, Founder of Chabad.
Brooklyn, New York.

To My Brethren, Everywhere,
Heartfett Greetings and Blessing:

As we approach the new year, we should reflect on the significance spirit? meaning?
of the fact that we enter the new year through the days of Awe (Yamim Noraim) and the
Ten Days of Return (Asereth Yemei Teshuvah).

The essential aspect of the “awesomeness” of these days is in their quality of arousing
in us an awareness of ' coming into the presence of the divine Majesty. It is the
consciousness of the direct encounter? with the Supreme King and Sovereign of the
world that fills us with awe, 3ratherthan the worry about the past or the apprehension
of the Future. Similarly, the concept of Teshuvah 11717 2% emphasizes the return to the
Source, rather than the atonement for sin, or “repentance,” in a narrower sense.

These concepts are clearly reflected in the specific prayers and observance of Rosh
Hashana, the highlight of which is the “Coronation” of the Supreme King, the Creator
of the Universe. The Sounding of the Shofar, the special Mitzvah of this festival, is also
connected therewith.

The idea of the Divine “coronation” is sublimely expressed in the prayer, “O, our G-d
the G-d of our fathers, establish Thy glorious reign over all the world,” etc. In proclaiming
the Sovereignty of G-d we reaffirm our submission to his rule. The Rosh Hashana prayers
express our longing for attachment and unity with G-d; they contain no reference to sin,
or confession of sin. It is only immediately after Rosh Hashana that the days of actuat
repentance* begin, for our confession of submission to our Supreme King and Creator
would be meaningless if it were not immediately followed by our determination to be
worthy of this relationship and unity. Hence we must atone for our sins of the past,
sins of commission and omission, even such that were committed inadvertently. On his
part, G-d has set aside the Ten Days of Return as a period of special Divine grace and
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turns out to bo a ﬂuting one, am‘.l due- uot br‘l.!;g out the Ioglcal
readjustmnl: of the daily life. 4’1'1 =] q’f o ar
. A -3,50‘\ . '"&mf' PI7ITE DRILA? A ;mﬁ 3 100 “aing —
e reasons for this is t.mi-. nessage of thes. ol daye
(“ «* is mosély directed to various addressn,; but seldem to one's -awn home-
l‘_(

address. 4 O L. PEPE o~ T
: » .7 ol 3 2
iritual 1sadurs who should address
themselves directly to the spirﬂ;ual needs of their congregants and

flocks, b e the latter look to them for personal inspiration and
: mdnuet ing these days in particular, use the opportunity of these

“* ‘auspieiois season for ighesounding declarations relating to universal .
£, "issues and popular themesgswhich do not implicate anyone in partioularp..
¢ least of all the listening audlence. To be sure, universal issues A4

£ and motifs are not irrelevant to Rosh Hashanah and the Ten Days of b

\ Return, which do embrace the whole of Creation. But when universal . -

\~-.ivproblems constitute the theme of sermons and messagesy fo.the.. a' o
\‘i exclusdon of anything that touches the individual, hils real self and
way of life, the most essential splrttfor this auspicious opportunity

L

'}“\5‘ ' 1s missed altogether. g ,”
£ r\(‘j Fvery Jew should realize that Roah Hashanah and the Ten Daye of Return
“ '/ address themselves, above all, to himself as an individual, and demand
. an immediate reappraisal of his actual day-t living . These days
call for real personal commitment through a closer adhnrenee to the
Divine Torah and commandments, not only on special occasions or special
- days in the year, but gvery day throughout the year, and in every napect
(’_j"_f_ _Qc; the daily life. &Nl
-5 f. 'rhu 13 further emphasized by the call of the Shofar, the, gpecial
Y754 *HMitzveh of Rosh Hashanah. For, this commandment does not prescribe the
3 U - \Iﬂ“ﬁha delicate instrument producing extraordinary musical compositio

‘(‘;\m The Shofar is a plain horn of an animal, and "all sounds are proper 1in
gl a Shofar." It emphasizes our duty of introducing umtity even into the
of -_-.? ordimry nnﬂ coruonplnca in our daily life.e” \ e
- 3 A o [ L N i §
45 ; "It“qs* to be hoped% thnt@uﬂ spiritual leaders \dll uot
the precious moments of the Days of Awe on sueh general topics as
ltmic test bans or clvil libertlon, and the like, which, with all their
9(.@ or tance are not problems _shich. should. monopolize.
“Jewish spiritual leaders, much less during these Days
Those solemn days should be dediontod to the personal religious
\nuds of thelr flocks, which should be fostered and deepened, and
y‘channeled into the proper channels ofmthe practical 1life; so that the

. | & 'mew year will be a better one spiritually, which means a better one
4o .. also materially.
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B LUV e In the Days of Selichoth, 5723
ay * S I f{ B O TS Year -of the 150th Yahrzeit Anniversary
1 Al 74 v pe of the 0ld Rebbe, Founder of Chabad.
Brooklyn, New York

To my Brethren, Everyvhere,
G-d bless you all,

ey C",{, oy,
H elt Greetings and Blessing: ,mljgau‘,;un% r

As we approach the new year, we should reflect on the \signlricnnce
of the fact that we enter the new year through the Days of Awe (Xamim
Horaip) and the Ten Days of Return (Asereth Yemei Teshuvah).

The essential aspect of the "awescmeness" of these days is in their
quality of arousing in us an awareness of! oming into the presence of _
the Divine Majesty. It is the consciousnéss of the direct enﬂﬂnte@

8

B wit e Supreme King and Sovereign of the world that £1lls uf wl th

({a_q'-é ave bhan-the worry about the past or the apprehension of the

¢ " future. Similarly, the concept of mm;:hnaisas the to

N the Source, rather than the atonement for sin, or "repentance,” in a
narrover sense. C

These concepts are clearly reflected in the specific prayers and '+
observances of Rosh Hashanah, the highlight of which is the "ggronation"
of the Supreme King, the Creator of the Universe. The Sounding of the
Slinofu, the special Mitzvah of thie festival, is also connected there-
w tho

The idea of the Divine "ecoronation" is sublimely expressed in the
_ prayer, "O, our G4dg the G-d of our fathers, establish Thy glorious
/ reign over all the world," ete, In proclaiming the Sovereignty of G-d

Ay we reaffirm our submission to His rule. The Rosh Hashanah prayers
?--a'.‘ ' express our longing for attachment and unity with G=d3; they contain no
Q ,(.'.\‘ y,_reference to sin, or confession of It ig only immediately after
~ fﬂﬁhiﬂimﬁ"'mt the days of repentance 'begin, for our pro-

. "1, | fession of submission to our Supreme King and Creator would be meaning-
less if it were not immediately followed by our determination to be
~worthy of fhis relationship. Hence we must atone for our sins of the
’ J\ / past, sins of commission and omission, even such that were committed
% | 1nadvertently, On His part, G-d has set aside the Ten Days of Return
A Y| as a period of special Divine grace and forgiveness.
[}
Thus, Rosh Hashanah evokes in the Jew a profound feeling of awaken-
- ~ ing and inepiration; a compelling desire to come closer to G-d, The
T 4. immediate consequence of this feeling should be, of course, a readjust-.
77 "ment\of thgydaily 1ife in harmony with the avakened spirdit...” awp HAN
Yoy o '\; Ny . .'_'-\ 2

Bat what Wina to this inspiration? 2 SR Al

It 1s a sad fact that ﬁt_}bc-m__jprt‘ty of*individuals the inspiration
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FOREWORD

In honor of our dear grandchildren - YANKELE and SHAINA
SAMUELS - on the occasion of their wedding, we are happy to share
some interesting and inspiring Torah wisdom of the Rebbe from
the rich archives of their Alter Zaidy, Rabbi Nissan Mindel, which he
asked to us to preserve and disseminate.

The material we have chosen, a drop in a huge sea, are sample
letters of the Rebbe and articles of Rabbi Mindel - all of which were
carefully reviewed and annotated by the Rebbe, which we feel
are instructive and timely for family and friends. It is our sincere
wish that this modest booklet will help spread the wellsprings of
chassidus even further and bring the message of the Rebbe to all.

May the Rebbe’s abundant and eternal blessings be fulfilled in
their entirety for YANKELE and SHAINA and their dear parents and
families. And may they continue to raise their children to be true
lamplighters and devoted shluchim of the Rebbe.

With our heartfelt good wishes and blessings for revealed good
in all matters both material and spiritual and the speedy coming of
Moshiach now!

Zaidy and Bubby
Shalom Ber and Frida Schapiro
Bais Rosh Chodesh Cheshvan, 5777
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