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The answer is that the Torah and Mitzvos have been given by G-d, the Creator of
the world, and of man, and He knows all the difficulties thal 3 Jew may encounter.
G-d has surely provided every Jew with the necessary strength to overcome any and
all difficulties to live up to G-d's Will, for G-d would not expect someone to do some-
thing which {s beyond his capacity.

U, however, there should be a moment of weakness , when carrying out G-d's Will is
not In the fullest measure of perfection, G-d. in His Infinite goodness, makes it

possible to "say Tachnun" - to do Teshuvah. Indeed, as the Alter Rebbe explains,
Teshuvah Is basicaly for lack of perfection in Avudus viashem,

Therefore, on *he lirst day of becoming a full-fledged Jew: and 2fter fulfilling
the vary {irst Mitzvah, namely, Shema, by which a Jew declares his total
commitment to G-d and obedience to all His commandemnts the Bar Mitzvah
boy does say Tachnun the following morning and afternoon (provided it is not
Shabbos or Yom Tov etc. ), for the essence of Tachnun is Teshuvah, and there
is the assurance that "Nothing stands in the way of Teshuvah, "

This knowledge will, moreover, also stand him in good stead when he will involve
himself in the great Mitzvah of v'ohavto Ire'acho komoicho, to bring the alienated
closer to Yiddishkeit. For remembering the rule that "Nothing stands in the way

of Teshuvah, "'he will eagerly and compasionately apply it to them, espec!

in most case fallure to cbserve fully the Torah and Mitzvos |3
circumstances.

ally as
due extenuating

With all the above in mird, and being fortunate in growingup in a family where
Yiddishkeit is a living experience in the everyday life, you will start out
way of life as full-fledged Jew with conlicence,
to strength, and be a source of true
and to all our Jewish people.

on your
and will proceed from sirength
pride and joy to your dear parents and family,
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At first glance, it is strange that the day of Bar Mitzvah,
which is so important that the Zohar declares that for the
Bar Mitzvah boy it is almost like the Day of Matten Torah,
when Jews first received the Torah and Mitzvos, yet insofar
as Tachnun is concerned, which is omitted even on the so-
called "Minor Holidays," if it does not occur on Shabbos or
Yom-Tov (or any day that Tachnun is not said) — Tachnun
is said by the Bar Mitzvah boy, as on any ordinary weekday.

One of the explanations is as follows:

When one considers that human capacities are limited in
general, especially the capacities of a boy at the start of his
fourteenth year, yet he must assume all the duties and
responsibilities of a full-fledged Jew, and, moreover, fulfill
them with joy, in keeping with the rule: Serve G-d with joy
— the question begs itself: How is he going to carry out all
that is expected of him? Especially, being a member of a
people which is a small minority among nations of the
world; and even in this country, where one has every
opportunity to carry out all religious duties, most people are
more interested and engaged in the material aspects of life?

The answer is that Torah and Mitzvos have been given by
G-d, the Creator of the world, and of man, and He knows
all the difficulties that a Jew may encounter. G-d has surely
provided every Jew with the necessary strength to overcome
any and all difficulties to live up to G-d's Will, for G-d
would not expect someone to do something which is beyond
his capacity.

If, however, there should be a moment of weakness, when
carrying out G-d's Will is not in the fullest measure of
perfection, G-d, in his infinite goodness, makes it possible to
"say Tachnun" — to do Teshuvah is basically for the lack of
perfection in Avodas Hashem.
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Therefore, on the first day of becoming a full-fledged Jew,
and after fulfilling the very first Mitzvah, namely, Shema, by
which a Jew declares his total commitment to G-d and
obedience to all His commandments, the Bar Mitzvah boy
does say Tachnun the following morning and afternoon
(provided it is not a Shabbos or Yom-Tov etc), for the
essence of Tachnun is Teshuvah, and there is assurance that
"Nothing stands in the way of Teshuvah."

This knowledge will, moreover, also stand him in good
stead when he will involve himself in the great Mitzvah of
v'ohavto Ire'acho komoicho, to bring the alienated closer to
Yiddishkeit. For remembering the rule that "Nothing
stands in the way of Teshuvah," he will eagerly and
compassionately apply it to them, especially as in most cases
the failure to observe fully the Torah and Mitzvos is due to
extenuating circumstances.

With all the above in mind, and being fortunate in
growing up in a family where Yiddishkeit is a living
experience in the everyday life, you will start out on your
way of life as full-fledged Jew with confidence, and will
proceed from the strength to strength, and be source of true
pride and joy to your dear parents and family, and to all our
Jewish people.
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By the Grace of G-d
17th of Shevat, 5723
Brooklyn, N.Y.

To All Participants in the Reunion of
Camp Gan Israel,

G-d bless you all -
Greeting and Blessing:

I trust you know that a few days ago (on the 10th of
Shevat) we observed the Yahrzeit of the late Lubavitcher
Rebbe, my father-in-law of saintly memory.

Camp Gan Israel, which you enjoyed so much during the
summer, and which you are now gathered to honor, is one of
the important activities of the Merkos L’Inyonei Chinuch,
which the late Lubavitcher Rebbe has created for your benefit.

In this connection, I wish to tell you a story which my
father-in-law related. Some of you may have already heard it,
but it is worth repeating, for its lesson can never become “out
of date.”

The story is as follows: The first Lubavitcher Rebbe,
known as the “Old Rebbe” (and about three weeks ago, on the
24th of Teveth, we observed the 150th year since he passed
away) had a son Rabbi Dov Ber, who later succeeded his father
as the second, or “Mitteler,” Rebbe. Rabbi Dov Ber was known

29L7 1¥ MO MW KITY MER 12T WY MW NWITIR VINIW PYAN (3
.13 oIRA A3
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for his unusual power of concentration. When he was engaged
in study or prayer, he did not hear or see a thing around him.

Once, when Rabbi Dov Ber was engaged in study, his baby
sleeping in a near-by cot, fell out of its cradle and began to cry.
Rabbi Dov Ber did not hear the baby’s cries and continued
learning. But the infant’s grandfather, the Old Rebbe, who was
in his room on an upper floor and was also learning at that
time, did hear the baby’s cries. He interrupted his studies, went
downstairs, picked up the infant, soothed it and put it back in
its cradle. Still, the infant’s father did not hear or see what
went on around him. Later on, the Old Rebbe told his son:
“No matter how important the thing is in which a Jew is
engaged, one must always hear the cry of a child.”

This story was told not only to parents, teachers and
grown-ups who have to take care of children, but also to the

children themselves, because this story has an important lesson
for children also.

You see, everyone has a Yetzer-Tov — which puts good
ideas into the head, and a Yetzer-Hara — which tries to put bad
ideas into the head. The Yetzer-Hara is the “older” one, for it

comes early in the life of every boy and girl to tempt them to
do things they shouldn’t. The Yetzer-Tov is the “baby.”

It sometimes happens that just when a boy or girl has to do
something really important, such as to study, do homework,
and the like, they suddenly get an idea to do something else
instead, which may also be good in its proper time, but not
now. For example, when it is time to do homework, the boy
or girl wants to put their room in order, or run an errand.
Worse still, when the Yetzer Hara tempts them to do
something they shouldn’t at any time. When this happens, the
Yetzer-Tov “baby” feels pushed out of its cradle, unhappy, and
begins to cry.
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The story I told you is to remind you to hear the cry of the
“baby” — the Yetzer Tov, and keep it happy by doing the right
thing at the right time, and not doing the wrong thing at any
time.

I will conclude by reminding all of you that this coming
Shabbos we will read in the Torah about G-d giving us the
Torah at Mount Sinai, when all Jews, young and old, boys and
girls, declared with one voice: “All that G-d has spoken, we
will do!” If you will remember this always — the Yetzer Tov
will have no tears, and you, too, will be happy in every respect.

I send you and your teachers and parents greetings and all
good wishes.

With blessing,
M. Schneerson

—a-
T7an naWa - 203 NI M

— 119102 1MW N IYA 1"0WN YN ‘T DN MR P anon nnah

J"an nowa
By the Grace of G-d
7th Cheshvan' 5715
Brooklyn, N.Y.
Rabbi ......
New York, N.Y.
Sholom uV'rochoh;

Rabbi Baumgarten convey to me your question as to why it 1
not the costume of Chabad Chasidim to decorate the Succah, as
well as to sleep in the Succah.
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This question calls for a lengthier explanation than this letter
would permit. However, I trust the following points may
suffice.

I. Re DECORATIONS

1) Generally, a mitzvah must be observed on its Divine
authority (with 5w n91p) and not on the rational grounds, i.e.
for any reason or explanation which we may find in it. An
exception, to some extent, is the case where the significance of
the Mitzvah is indicated in the Torah, and our Sages have
connected its fulfillment with it. At any rate, only a qualified
person can interpret it more fully.

2) We have a rule that a Mitzvah should be performed to the
best of one's ability, and as the Rambam explains (at the end of
Hilchoth Issurei Hamizbeach).

3) Unlike the Sechach and the walls of the Succah,
decorations are not essential part of the Succah, but an
adornment which adds to the enjoyment of the person sitting
in the Succah; they are as the name clearly indicates,
supplementary objects which beautify the external appearance
of the Succah.

4) The attitude of Chabad Chassidim in this connection as
'taught' by generations of Chabad leaders and teachers, is that
the Succah is to imbue us with certain essential 'lessons', which
are explained in Chassidic literature and the Talmudic literature
in general. It is expected of Chabad Chassidim that they should
be impressed by the essential character of the Succah without
recourse to the ‘artificial' make up; that the frail covering of
the Succah and its bare walls, not adorned by external
ornaments, rugs or hangings, should more forcibly and
directly impress upon the Jews the lesson it is meant to convey.
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II. Re SLEEPING IN THE SUCCAH

5) In order to safeguard and inspire a greater feeling of
sanctity towards the Succah, sleeping in it is not practiced by
us. The basis for this twofold: FIRST, we have a rule that
n210n 1 s wosnn (suffering exempts one from dwelling in
the Succah). Secondly, during the sleep a person is not in
control of himself, and, furthermore, the very act of dressing
and undressing, etc. inevitably creates a commonplace attitude
toward the place which serves as a bedroom. Such a
depreciation of attitude toward the Succah (by sleeping in it; as
explained above) from what his attitude should properly be
towards the Mitzvah of G-d whereby he has sanctified all Jews,
would be deeply felt by the Chabad Chassidim by virtue of his
Chassidic teachings and upbringings, and would cause him
profound spiritual suffering. The combination of these two
considerations, therefore, led to the custom not to sleep in the

Succah.

However, if a Jew feels absolutely certain that his sleeping in
the Succah would not in the slightest affect his attitude toward
the sanctity of the Succah, and is consequently free from any
mental pain that might be caused thereby, he is duty-bound to
sleep in it, in accordance with the fullest meaning of py> wn

"N, to make his Succah a dwelling place to the utmost. I
hope the above will provide an adequate answer to your
question, but should you desire further clarification, do not
hesitate to write me.

With Blessing,
/Signature/
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