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By the Grace of G-d ‘\
20th of Menachem Av, 5718
B:‘ooklyn s Ne Yo

1§

Greeting and Bleesings
This is to acknovledge your laetter of July 3rd.

I was very gratified to read of the great strides that have been mede
in your commumnity toverds strengthening true Torah Yiddishkelt. At
all times, offorts to strengthen our traditional falith had a priority
clain on public-minded individualsy in our times such efforts are
simply a vital necessity, especially in communities vhere there 18 an
inadequacy of Torah institutions.

Morgover, efforts in the field of Kosher education are truly revarding,
because the ecconmplishments are lesting end cumulative., TFor overy in-
fluence during the receptive and formative years of groving children
and youths has a decisive effect on adulthood, as in the exanmple of a
gseed or seedling, where ecven a slight defect, if not corrected, night
irreparably demege the srown tree and its frult for generations.

I would also like to emphasize, what is indecd self-evident, that inss-
much as the Torah end MAitzvoth are the Truth, as the Torah is called
8Torah Emeth," and es our Rabbis have also saild "There is no truth
but the Toreh (Jerusalmi Rosh Eeeghanah, ch.3, Hal., 8), therc can be no
roon here for compromise and half-truths., For compromise and truth
are absolutely contradictory. .

Moreover, experisnce has long disproved the falacy, perhaps well-meant,

tut quite misguided, that if you tell youths and edolescents the whole

truth about the Torah and Mitzvoth, they will be frightened avey from
yiddishkeit. The contrary is true, for, give a lad or girl the whole

truth about Yiddishkeit, they will accept it enthusiastically; dilute

it - and you arouse their mistrust and antegonism. Similarly, in the

case of adults who, for one reason or another, are as yet not straight-

enad out on the question of the Torah and Mitzvoth, thsy, too, will be
impressed only by the fecling of awarengss of the whole truth, while E%
they will view with suspicion and derision any effort to dish the truth

out to them in "palatable” pills which they could eswallow in the estima-
tion of those who would be presumptuous to think for them end judge
their capacities. '

b)) L

In education, above all, saining the child's confidence 1is the tecacher's
primary objective. The child 18 quick to detect the teacher's sincerity,
end sooner or later he vwill also find out whather or not he hac been
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20th of Menachem Av, 5718

decoelved by his teacher, no matisr what the motivation was. Should
the ohild losc oconfidence in the teascher for teaching him only half-
truths, he will rejoct the whole.

On the occaslion of Rosh Hashanah, the beginning of the New Year, may
it bring true happiness to all our people, when we all prey "For Thou,
0 G=d art Truth, and Thy ¥ord, O our EKing iz Truth &nd endurcth for-
avar," may every one of ue resolve to spread the Truth; through the
dissemination of Torath-imeth, and make it a living truth in every-day
1ife,

In the merit of this the Almighty will surely inscribe each and overy
one of the woriers for Torah-true Yiddishizelt, in the midst of all
our people, to & truly happy end prosperous lNew Year, materially eand
spiritually.

With dblessing,
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By the Grace of G-d
9th of Adar, 5739
Brooklyn, N. Y,

Greeting and Blessing:

This is to acknowledge receipt of your letter of the 7th of Adar, in
which you write about the proposed treatment, surgery, for
I will remember her in prayer that whatever the decision, it should be with
Hatzlocho.

Inasmuch as you also ask my "advice' in this matter, I can only say
in a general way that 1 am not in favor of radical treatment if there is any
possibility of treating a patient in some other way.

I must also add that it is customary among Jews that when there is a
difference of opinion among doctors as to the urgency of an operation, or
whether to operate or not, it should be treated as any other Shaala, to con-
sult with a competent practicing Rov, with whcm the various aspects and de-
tails of the case could be personally discussed, and he can then state his
opinion .u accordance with the Shulchan Aruch.

I trust there is no need to emphasize at length that one always needs
the blessing of ""The Healer of all flesh Who works wondrously,' and the
channel to receive it is through the everyday life and conduct in accordance
with His Will, namely, in accordance with the Torah and Mitzvoth, When a
special Divine blessing is needed, an additional effort in this direction is
indicated.

While on the subject of the Torah and Mitzvoth, as well as medical
science, it is fitting to mention here analogy between the two. As you
know, medical science is basically an empirical science, relying primarily
on actual experience and the effectiveness of drugs which has been proven
by application and ugse. The understanding of how the drugs actually do
their work is not of primary importance, and can be studied later. The
same {8 true of the Torah and Mitzvoth insofar as the Jewish people is con-
cerned. For our long history has proven beyond a doubt that the existence
of the Jewish people is intimately bound up with the Torah and Mitzoth as a
way of life, and this has been the only constant factor that has preserved our
people at all times and in all places under all kinds of circumstances, where-
as other factors that are important for other peoples, such as language,
territory, etc., have been changing from time to time and from place to

1§

— AT s



A

- R

place, so that these cannot be considered determining factors in Jewish
life.

I trust that you are using your privileged position of bringing cure
and healing to your patients to encourage them to live up more fully
to the Will of G-d in the everyday life, since there is always room for
improvement in all matters of goodness and holiness, Torah and Mitz-
voth,

At this time, before Purim, I extend to you and yours prayerful

wishes for a joyous and inspiring Purim,

With esteem and
blessing,

A, ) ) N©
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