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It has become customary, for the families of the Chosson & Kallah — based on the Rebbe's wedding
practice — to share interesting family Rebbe-related memento with their guests.

Included are: An interview (presented in Hebrew) with R' Yitzchak Vidrin z"l, the Chosson's great-
grandfather, describing the life and times in the Russian town of Lubavitch in the beginning of the 20"
century, at the Court of the 5" Lubavitcher Rebbe; A photo of the Chassidim in Samarkand, Russia in
post-WWiI| years, featuring two relatives of the Kallah as well; amongst other interesting details.

For the benefit of the English-speaking public, also included is an article which appeared in "The
Boston Globe" (January 9, 1994), featuring R' Yitzchak Vidrin.

Thank you for sharing in our Simcha! ~ Vidrin and Botvinnikov families
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The Rebbe's Letter to the Chosson & Kallah

_______

Translation in English:
By the grace of G-d,
Brooklyn, New York

Greeting and Blessing:
In reply to your notification of the date of your wedding to take place with G-d's help

| send you herewith my prayerful wishes that it take place in a happy and auspicious
hour, and that you build an everlasting Jewish home based on the foundations of the Torah
and Mitzvohs, as they are illuminated with the inner light of the Torah, that is the Teachings
of Chassidus.

With blessing of Mazaltov Mazaltov

/Rebbe's Signature/
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Several Letters from the Rebbe Rashab - mentioning
the Chosson's great-great-grandfather.
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Interview in "Kfar Chabad"
with the Chosson's
great-grandfather.
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Two practices of the Rebbe Rashab, as they are recorded by the Chosson's great-grandfather (in the Interview above).

(In the sequence brought in "Halichos U'Minhagei Shabbos Kodesh" — Practices of the Chabad Rebbes and their disciples on Shabbos).
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The Chosson's great-grandfather; & from the Kallah's side —

as they are mentioned in "Lubavitch V'chayaleha" — a

compilation with the original students of Lubavitch.
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Translation in English:

On the Right: Rabbi, the "Tomim"*

Yitzchak Vidrin
From Kremenchug.

On the Left: Rabbi, the "Tomim"
Shmuel Botvinnikov
From Charol. Worked in business.
Son-in-law of Rabbi Meir Simcha Chein.

* This title refers to students in Yeshivas Tomchei Temimim, the Lubavitch yeshiva system,
literally "complete one", as it is a Yeshiva where one works on his middos (character traits) to

be totally devoted to Hashem.
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A "Farbrengen" in Samarkand (post-War years)-
seen are members of the Kallah's family.
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Translation of caption

A Chassidic Farbrengen in Samarkand in those days. R to L: R' Yaakov Pil; (above him) R' Elazar
Vilenkin; (on his right) R' Yitzchak Skolnik a"h; (on his left) R' Elazar Gorelik; R' Aharon Makovitzky;
R' Moshe Lerner; Botvinnikov; R' Shmuel Chaim Frankel; R' Leib Chein; R' Yosef Schiff; (in center of

photo) his son R' Arye Leib Schiff; R' Shmuel Gurevitch; R' Mordechai Gorelik; R' Botvinnikov; R'
Botvinnikov; R' Feldman (son-in-law of R' Mendel Nodel a"h).

(Ed. Note — This photo appeared in an article in "Kfar Chabad,"
and did not identify everyone's first name therein).
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Supplement: An article on the Chosson's great-grandfather, in "The Boston Globe" (Jan. 9, 1994)

Itskhok Vidrin,

who immigrated
with his family to
the United States a .

oo P eRGTO IR

d emigre recalls his journey

A year a.fter the seroll to its wooden ark.
Worshiper Itskhok Vidrin rocks vigorous-

mOV'_ing to the US, ly back and forth, his black yarmulke and

RIG.HTET: = }11’& (Il-loz'edn . white hair covered by a cloth tallis, a Jewish
graying Lubavitcher Hasid- 3 3 : .

ic elders and a few of their ItSkllOk V]-drm Af':ew Feneratmn 31;3‘::; Sshi:,:},;
heirs clutch Hebrew-Rus- = = of Immigrants ing
sian prayer books one Sat- aI]_d I 11S fam_]_]_y S
urday morning in Beth Cho-

strands of a
mesh, a fluorescent-lit syna- 3 1 - : the Lord for His N . S .
gogue in Rabbi Moiche Gerkow’s basement. bu]]-dmg qmet ].].fe e Larc for Il Name is-sublimely exalted.

100-year-l i

By Jeff Kantrowitz
SPECIAL TO THE GLOBE

Hebrew verse: “Let them praise the Name of
To reach Boston unscathed on Sept. 25,

Gerkow, a Russian emigre, reads a portion of . 1992, a few days shy of his 99th birthday, Vi-
Exodus from a weathered Torah and returns m Brlghton s VIDRIN, P;::e 110




We crossed the ocean. It was just like the crossing of the Red Sea. Of course,
we didn't have to cross it by land. We flew overit.’

ITSKHOK VIDRIN

For Vidrin, life in US ‘is much easier’

N VIDRIN !
Continued from Page 9 i

drin first had to elude the Ukrainian Jews'
20th-century foes: pillaging icks, property-
confiscating Bolsheviks and Stalinists, advane-
ing Nazi cavalries, post-Wa anti-Semites.
“With God's help,” he says sdtly through an
interpreter, “1 was able to live 100 years."

And with the help of the Yew York-based
Hebrew Immigrant Aid Socety, an agency
that helped resettle 36,000 foviet, Jews last
year, Vidrin was able to emigate. Like many
of the estimated 15,000 locs prsh immi-
grants from the former Sovié Union, Vidrin
and his family qualified for reettlement here
as political refugees. These refgees earn thﬂr
coveted asylum status by demnstrating p?lltx-
cal persecution or “fear of persecution” to
American hearing officers in he US embassy
in Moscow. :

Boston Jewish Family & Children’s Ser-
vices, a social service agency hat vorks with
the Hebrew society, secured houshg, health
care and public assistance gants
his wife, his son and his daugter:

Persecution precluded many Jew{in"the-for-
mer Soviet Union from their reli-
gion, and even fewer Ukrainian managed
to survive Stalin's purges and Hler's Holo-
caust. He has no plans to assi
1
An begins :
ﬁf-ls:'}; odyssey began Seot.p, 1893, in
Kremenchug, an industrial Uk: city. He
was the first of four children Hava, a
homemaker, and Zelman M ho built

boilers in the Black Sea port city

At age 3'%, Vidrin entered h
an intensely religious elemen
upbringing was traditional Luba
of Hasidie Judaism that stresses @ ntellectu-
alized spirituality.

In 1906, a year after cossagshad shot
dead one of his cousins, Vidrin djreled an in-
spired bar mitzvah performancelr 1910 he
traveled to the town of Luba Eslorussia,
to study Talmud in a yeshiva gvesen by the
fifth Lubavitcher rebbe, or Griwj Ribbi. The
seventh rebbe, ailing 91-year' @ Menachem
M. Schneerson, lives in New Y. it

“How was it possible not todow the fifth
rebbe?” Vidrin asks rhetoricalljin Talmudic
form. “Thousands of people flicking to
Lubavitch to ask him questions,@sek his ad-
vice."

1.ﬁdrln. who zealously playecthe violin, of-
ten debated Torah and Talmu 1:30 am.

until 10:30 p.m. But a rs.bbi“q e didn't lie

Emigre recalls
brushes in former
Soviet Union
with Nazis and

Bolsheviks

ahead. “I didn't study for a purpose,” he says.
“1 was just studying."

Soon, family concerns and an accounting
career edged out a full-time religious calling,

The Bolshevik Revolution of 1917 brought
an end to his father's employment of workers,
Itskhok was barred from a trade union, and he
shunned Communist Party membership.

“Everybody suffered from the Bolsheviks,”
Vidrin says. “Everybody suffered. Just the
people on top lived well. They could have a
feast while everyone was starving.”

The Vidrins didn't fare much better under
Joseph Stalin's regime. Forced collectivization
of farms meant less food on the family table

‘doring 1932 and*1988. - -~

' “

With the outbreak of World War II, Nazi
artillery shells rained or: Kremenchug, Vidrin,
his wife, Sarah, and their two sons, Sar: and
Mikhail, trekked 12 miles to hitch a freight
train to Poltava, Ukraine, “Whatever we had in
our hands, we could take,” Vidrin says, “What
else could we take? The city wad burning.”

As German troops advanced toward Stalin-
grad through the winter of 1941, so did the Vi-
drins. The family fled in railroad cars pock-
marked by Nazi bombs. The journey lasted 23
days.

Although his 37-year-old wife died oi dys-
entery near Saratov and his sons contracted
typhus, Vidrin's faith never waned. *We knew
what the Germans were doing,” he says “We
knew the Germans were exterminating Jews.
Of course we had hope. ... It was impassible
for us to lose our faith in God. This was like
losing our soul.”

Walting out the war

Vidrin waited out the war working™s an
accountant at a collective farm in the Ural
Mountains. After the war he settled in Lenin-
grad. He scheduled business trips around Jew-
ish holidays in order to observe rituals without
provoking censure.

Before long, he met Pesya, who woud be-
come his second wife. Together, the couple
raised Vidrin's sons; both children gradnated
from college and worked as engineers. Their

father began to find anti-Semitism a daily emo
tional drain: “We kept hearing things like, "You
Jews go to Israel. . .. Of course we were afraic
for our life. We knew what could happen tc
Jm"

As Jews began emigrating to Israel en
masse in the 1960s, the elder Vidrin wanted to
join them. But he never did. When his son Sam
moved to Boston three years ago to host local
Russian-radio programming, he placed family
unity first.

Three generations of Vidrins - including
Itskhok, his son Mikhail and grandson Boris -
arrived in Boston in 1992. Their Boston Jewish
Family & Children's Services caseworker,
Irena Katz (also an immigrant from the former
Soviet Union), has anchored them.

The Vidrins pay approximately $700 rent
for their two-bedroom apartment on Brighton's
Washington Street, an amount difficult for the
retired Vidrins to bear. As political refugees,
each’of the four oldest Vidrins (Itskhok, Pesya,
Mikhail and Mikhail's wife, Yvgenia) receives
food stamps and $426 of federal assistance ev-
ery month. Soon, they hope to find subsidized
housing for the elderly.

“Life for-Jews itr Ameriea is much easier,”" +
says Itskhok Vidrin. “Here we live so quiet, so
happy.”

Sitting across from a silver samovar and
kiddish cup in their livingroom, the Vidrins dis-
cuss Itskhok's longevity.

“He really has a good temperament,” says
Pesya Vidrin, now 85. “In 50 years, he has nev-
er said a bad word to me.”

Vidrin nods calmly. “We were taught that
our tongues should be clear, that swear words
should not be used.”

He was also taught to learn the Torah, the
first five books of the Old Testament. Reclin-
ing, Vidrin tells the Exodus story, including
God's parting of the Red Sea so that Moses
could lead the Israelites fleeing Egyptian op-
pression.

Vidrin reveres Moses, who is said to have
delivered the Torah from God. But he never
thought he would experience Moses' exodus
firsthand.

“We crossed the ocean,” Vidrin says with »,
toothy, silver-flecked smile. “It was just like
the crossing of the Red Sea. Of course, we
didn't have to cross it by land. We flew over it.”

P To contact Rabbi Moiche Gerkow, call 333-
0477. Call Barbara Palant at the Synagogue
Council of Massachusetts, 244-6506, for infor-
mation on other religious options for Russian-
speaking Jews.
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