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Stories written by his grandchildren

1) R Meir once overheard someone saying tonight we start V'sein tal umatar livracha. He
didn't pay much attention. Then when the Rebbe came in to maariv, the Rebbe asked
him do we start tonight. He answered he thinks so. The Rebbe responded something

like "either yes or no".

2) R Meir once made an announcement in front of by the Rebbe and referred to the big

Shul of 77 as unten. The Rebbe corrected him and said "M'zogt nisht oif a Shul unten”

3) Zaidy told me a story about the importance of washing for yom tov farbrengen (I think
RH 5734 (?)). He said someone once asked the Rebbe for a bracha. The Rebbe asked him
if he was at the farbrengen. He replied yes. The Rebbe asked him if he washed. He replied
no. The Rebbe said all the brochos are nimshach by the farbrengen.

4) at the sukkos farbrengen R Meir gave the Rebbe his watch. The Rebbe told Zaidy we

don't wear a watch on Yom tov.

5) On Yom Kippur 5712, as musaf concluded, the Rebbe asked R Meir ‘Du bleibst doh—
are you staying here during the break?’ I said yes, and the Rebbe asked him to keep an
eye on the bags of panim which he had brought along to davening. (Usually the Rebbe
would bring panim on Rosh Hashanah to tekios, but that year he brought them on Yom

Kippur as well.)

6) the Rebbe once left his kinus on Tisha B'Av by his place. R Meir brought it to mazkiros
but then later regretted it because of the minhag to leave it in shul because Moshiach

will surely come this year.

7) On Acharon Shel Pesach, Zaidy would drink his 4 cups after Kos Shel Bracha. He
didn't want to drink before during the actual Seuda so he wouldn't need to go to the

bathroom during the Rebbe's farbrengen and kos shel bracha.

8) Once on Pesach at the seuda the Rebbe made a comment to Shmerel Gurarie about

him not keeping Yom tov sheni. So he stayed in NY until after Shavuos and kept 2 days.
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9) The Rebbe at the seuda once spoke about wearing zaidene kapota. Rabbi Simpson
wasn't wearing silk. He went and bought a silk kapota and the next Yom tov, rabbi

Simpson showed the Rebbe he was wearing a zeidene kapota.

10) hoishana rabba one year the Rebbe told R’ Meir to call the Rebbetzin to tell her he
will come later and she shouldn’t worry and shouldn’t rush, and that the Rebbe will

Daven Mincha and the come home to eat the Seuda.

11) In the very early years The Rebbe used to buy the NY times every day. Later years
yudel used to cut out the articles he thought the Rebbe would want to see.

12) Zaidy was involved in making the room for the Rebbe at the ohel with a heater

13) R Meir was involved in making a special car for the Rebbe in mem vov but the Rebbe
didn't use it. He says he thinks the Rebbe didn't like the big deal and they it should have

been done quietly.

14) R Meir would move the table in the zal and chair downstairs for Shmoine esre for the
Rebbe until lamed ches when it began to be done by others. Zaidy was upset that his

Chazzaka which was a special Zechus was taken from him.

15) R Meir would bring his children to Mincha/Maariv with the Rebbe during the week
and they would play around in 770. R Meir’s Father, R* Mordechai Harlig once asked the
Rebbe for a bracha that he should have nachas from his einikel, Sholom Ber, who was
then two-and-a-half years old. The Rebbe told him: “Ich ken em doch—I know him; we

daven mincha and maariv together every day.’

16) The Rebbe went 3 times to the beis hachayim but didn't go in, just stayed outside the
gate. The Rebbe told everyone standing with him to go inside the cemetery, even the
Mazkir R Leibel Groner. But the Rebbe didn't say anything to R’ Meir so he was the only
one who stayed with the Rebbe.
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17) When R Meir was a bochur in 770 he was in the zal when the Rebbe did mayim

shelanu during seder. He looked out the window and the Rebbe closed the window on

him so he should go back to learning.

18) R Meir related:

Once | came down with hay fever. The doctor first prescribed me some pill, then a
different pill, and then he said that I need an injection. I received the injection in his
office, and while I was waiting for the bus to take me home, the nurse came running
after me saying that the doctor had given me the wrong injection, so he called me back.
My hand had already gotten a bit swollen so he gave me an antidote, and sent me home
in a taxi. “A few weeks later I went into yechidus before my birthday, and I wrote the
whole story in my tzetel. The Rebbe looked up at me, and told me as follows: “Es iz doh
a naye erfindung—There is a new invention for all of this; if you will be careful not to
miss the morning seder Chassidus and the night seder Chassidus, all of the issues will

go away.

Over the next two or three years, | didn’t miss a single seder.

19) R Meir related: Once, as a bochur, I was sitting alone in the small zal after maariv,
and suddenly the Rebbe walked out of his room and beckoned me to come over. “The
Rebbe gave me a package of matzos, and told me to go to the airport, to Pan American
Airways, where I should look for a Jew traveling to the Far East. The Rebbe told me to
give the matzos to that person; he will know who to give it to, and while doing so, he
will know who to give it to, and while doing so, he should wish all those that receive the
matzah ‘a kosher un freilichen pesach in my name’. The Rebbe also gave me copies of
the michtav kloli for him to distribute. As compensation for the shlichus, the Rebbe said

“e

that the individual can take two matzos for himself; one for each seder. “How are you
going to get to the airport?’ the Rebbe asked me. I replied that I would take a taxi. “Es
kost gelt—it will cost you money,’ so I told the Rebbe I have money. ‘Are you sure?’ the
Rebbe asked me, and I replied in the affirmative. “What about the way back? It will also
cost money.” “I assured the Rebbe that I had enough money for both ways, and the Rebbe
told me to knock on his door when I return and inform him how it went. “I went to the
airport (it was Idlewild Airport at the time), the man came over to me, and I gave him

the matzos along with the other messages from the Rebbe. When I arrived back in 770,
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the door to mazkirus was open, and Rabbi Hodakov noticed me and said that the Rebbe
had already come out a couple of times to see if | had returned. “I knocked on the Rebbe’s
door and was let in. When I gave over that I had fulfilled the shlichus, the Rebbe said,
‘Yasher koach; you have fulfilled your shlichus, I have fulfilled my shlichus, and together
we have fulfilled the Aibershter’s shlichus.”

20) at kidush levana, R Meir would always stand right near the Rebbe. The Rebbe would
usually tell R Meir sholom aleichem. One moitzay Tisha B'Av he didn't make it in time
and missed it R Meir felt bad that he missed the opportunity.. On the way out of 770,
the Rebbe saw R Meir standing in front of the zal as he always did to watch the Rebbe
leave, and the Rebbe told him "Sholom Aleichem!"

21) R Meir related how he remembered how the Rebbe would take Rebbetzin Chana by

her arm and walk her down the steps from the FR apartment

22) R Meir only missed 3 Shabbos Mevarchim Farbrengens. When he had a grandson in
california R meir wrote into the Rebbe that his son Sholom Ber had a son and that his
wife would be traveling to the bris. He wasn’t planning on going, because it was Shabbos
Mevorchim that week, and there would be a farbrengen. “The Rebbe told Rabbi Groner,
‘Vi falt em ein aza zach—how did he come up with such an idea? A shliach is making a
bris, and it is possible to go and speak with people and be mekarev them. To miss it
because of the farbrengen? He will come back and be able to read a hanacha of

everything that was said.”

23) R Meir would bring Mezonos ans tea every day from the Rebbe’s home to 770, once

as he was waiting in the Rebbe’s house, he relates:

On one occasion, as | was waiting inside the house, the Rebbetzin inquired about my
children’s wellbeing. Right around that time, my son Sholom Ber was constantly
catching colds and missing school, and the doctor recommended removing his tonsils. I
told the Rebbetzin about the doctor’s recommendation, and she said that if we would
not need tonsils, the Aibershter would not have created them; since he did, it probably
means that we need them. “Two days later I came back, and she told me, ‘Ich hob geredt

mit mein man—I spoke to my husband about it, and he said the same thing.”
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24) The Rebbe once told mazkirus to ask R Meir how his father Mordechai is doing.
Some time earlier a Goy tripped R Mordochai on the Rebbe's block, R Meir assumed the
Rebbetzin saw and told the Rebbe and the Rebbe told mazkirus to ask R Meir how his

father is.

25) the Rebbe told R’ Mordechai to push off his heart procedure until after purim and
pesach because he's a rav and a rav is busy this time of the year. In the end, he never

needed to do it.

26) the Rebbe once told R’ Mordechai in yechidus to do whatever he can not to let a
certain couple get divorced, the Rebbe explained that It's his responsibility because how

can he brake the brochos he said by sidur kidushin.

27) Once on shabbos Mevarchim the st were covered in black ice. The bochurim walked
the Rebbe's path from his house to 770 all night to make a path for the rebbe to walk. I
dont remember if the Rebbe used it. When the Rebbe went up the steps to 770 it was
extremely slippery. R Meir said he was able to make it to 770 because there was a salt
truck that went by right as he came on the street so it became possible for him to walk
behind it. R Meir was waiting by the steps for the Rebbe. R Meir stretched out his hand
to the Rebbe and the Rebbe held on to it so he shouldn't slip.

28) Shmini Atzeres 5747 R Meir slipped on the steps from the sukka to the kitchen and
needed stitches on his forehead. Zaidy came banged up to 770 for hakofos. At hakofos
the Rebbe pointed to the way R Meir's Mendy was dancing so chayisdik and asking R
Meir why he's sleeping

29) R Meir related that he was always exhausted shmini atzeres because hoishana rabba
was such a long day, not sleeping at night, lulav in the morning, watching the Rebbe give
out lekach until close to licht tzinden, and then he would run home for a quick bite for

seudas Yom tov/hoishana rabba.

30) 2 people tried to take away his lulav zechus from him and the Rebbe insisted on R
Meir.
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31) R Meir had the Zechus to bring a thermos for the Rebbe and cake every day. On
Pesach Mrs. Harlig would make the hot water for the Rebbe.

32) R Meir recalls, that on sukkos the Rebbe would learn a lot of the Rebbe Maharash’s
mamorim. Also, sometimes the Rebbe would drink a cup of wine before davening in the

sukka.
33) the Rebbe told R Mordechai regarding R Meir "ich hub nachas/hub em lib"

34) the Rebbe answered to an individual who wanted to wear a kapota every day like R

Meir does "when you are like Meir Harlig..."

35) one year, the Kvius was 13-14-15 during a weekday, and the Rebbe asked R Yudel
krinsky to ask by R’ Meir if he knows what the Rebbe did when there was this kvius the

last time. The Rebbe said “jy2»wAxp oy »2 oy 9y vx7 xPNONH

36) If the Rebbe finished shmoine esre before the chazan, R Meir would turn the page of
the chazan's siddur so that he should start right there and not make the Rebbe wait. R
Meir did it to Rabbi Mentlik and Rabbi mentlik started right there.

37) R Meir related what he heard from R Moshe Groner the Freirdeiker Rebbe once
needed to start davening and needed a chazan. They asked the Rebbe and the Rebbe

said he can't because you need to make hachonos to be the chazan by the Frierdiker
Rebbe.

38) On pesach 5727 The Rebbe was by the Seuda in the Frierdiker Rebbe’s apartment,
and the Rebbe said something that should not be repeated. Then the Rebbe turned to R’
Meir and told him specifically "even though you do good things by telling the chasidim
what happens here, this shouldn't be repeated”. On the way out of the seuda the Rebbe

told zaidy again.

(R’ Meir would send tapes and letters to Shluchim to notify them the happenings by the
Rebbe)
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39) R’ Meir had the Zechus, that by kois shel bracha, following havdala, he would take

the Rebbe's siddur from the table and put it under something so that it wouldn’t get

dirty,and give it back at the end of kos shel bracha for bracha acharoina.

40) R’ Meir related:

In the early years, the farbrengens were in the shalash. In the winter it was very cold
and when it would rain hard, the water would drip on everyone's heads. The Rebbe used
to wear a type of cape-like coat on top of him. Before the Ma’amor, one of the eltere
chasidim would take it off the Rebbe. One farbrengen it was very cold and raining and

the Rebbe threw the cape-like coat off himself and was dancing extra chayosdik.

41) R Meir related:

When the Rebbe taught Vihi She'amda on Pesach 5715, he asked if anyone knows the
tune. A few people started different tunes. When rabbi Chadakov started his tune the

Rebbe said "efsher azoi hut men gezungen bei aich, uber nisht bei unz”

42) R Meir told Rashag a few of the questions which he asked the Rebbe by the seudos.
One of them was why we don't do tashlich on shabbos when it doesn't say in the siddur
to push it off. The Rebbe said he will answer by farbrengen and the Rebbe answered it
in a sicha by the farbrengen that tishrei

43) R Meir relates, that the Rebbe had a minhag to cut the bottom of the lulav around

the size of a fist.

44) R Meir always quoted that he heard the Rebbe in yechidus with someone who didn't
want to listen to the Rebbe. The Rebbe shouted "even peretz mockin who's older than
me, listens to me". (It was so loud they were able to hear from the zal. He also said

sometimes they heard from the open window)

45) R Meir would repeat when shazar came to the Rebbe, the Rebbe told him about the

Rebbe's room. The Rebbe said "on this table, the shver said chasidus, thousands of yiden

poured out their hearts I couldn't bring you this table to where you were"
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46) On Rosh Hashana night, R Meir and the chasidisher bochurim would sleep in 770 so

they should have the best places for tekios. Once while everyone was sleeping, he saw
the Rebbe walk in to the zal and look which bochurim were there. He saw the Rebbe was

holding an ateres rosh.

47) on the first day of sukkos 5752 the Rebbe watched everyone bentch and the Rebbe
stood from 10 until 3! Afterwards the Rebbe davened shachris, musaf and mincha. After

davening the Rebbe asked R Meir if anyone else needed to bentch lulav.
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