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FREE TRANSLATION

fthe Grace of G-d
In the Days of Selichos
5743. Brooklyn, N.Y.

To the Sons and Daughters of
Our People Israel, Everywhere

G-d bless you alll

Greeting and Blessing:
In these last few days before Rosh Hashanah days of height-
ened reflection on the various aspects of this Solemn Festival,
ake this opportunity to touch upon one particularly relevant
aspect of Rosh Hashono, namely, the sounding of the Shofar, which
is the special Mitzva of the Day.

One of the main reasons for sounding the Shofar is, as is
well known, to recall the event of Mattan Torah at Mount Sinai,
when the Divine Revelation was preceeded by the sound of the
Shofar. Thus we say in the Musaf prayer of Rosh Hashono: "With
the sound of the Shofar You appeared before them"; the Revelation
starting with "the sound of the Shofar exceedingly strong" and
"eontinuing exceedingly stronger."

All this is underscored right in the beginming of the section
of "Shofros" of the Rosh HashononMusaf prayer: You revealed
Yourself... to teach Your people Torah and Mitzvos... and with
the sound of the Shofar di, You appear to them. ..."

“fhe said reason for sounding the Shofar follows another
most ortant ascn, namely, that sounding the Shofar has to do
with the "Coronation'" of the Creator of the World as King of the
World, since the coreonation of a king is accompanied by the blast
of trumpets. And so it is written, "With trumpets and the sound
of the Shofar shout joyously before the King; the L-rd" -

And only then - after the Coronation, couplgiyith the ac-
ceptance of G-d's Kingship - comes the commitmengto G-d's Torah
and Mitzvos and their observance with total submission (kabbolas
0l) and with joy.

27PYNN MINYYON M0 Y955 ANINN NIYNIND DNIN
(MY DOYIIN M9Y) ¥NYN'MN NMIYN YR NNIPY
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There is a further important feature common to both the
"Coronation of the King" on Rosh Hashana and Mattan TorahY Just
as the CGiving of the Torah was preceddd by, and predicated on
thew of all the Jewish people "as one man with one
heart" wil "facing the Mountain," namely, imbued with the same
singleminded desire to receive the Torah; so also when Jews
prepare themselves to respond to G-d's call - "Make Me King over

you" by acclaiming Him as King of Israel (thereby reaffirming -
' also His Sovereignty as King of the Universe) on Rosh Hashono -
f-\_«, 8‘\,' it is _preceded by, and predicated on, them of all the A’
J-’ . - ~ Jewash peoni:, as we read in the Torah on the Shabbos before /Ru‘
"""'“'{? ,' Rosh Hashono: "You are standing firmly this day, all of y‘o_ql_;\u.
\\/" before HaShem, your G-d..." - "all of you" compriingmm

#dimet categories,enumerated there, from "your heads" to the
rawer of your water." On this occasion, too, all Jews
stand firmly together, all united and unified (on the same spirit- J
——t—‘,ﬁ-ﬁ-'-"-")r ual level) "before HaShem your G-d," for the same purpose: "In N
' o /" order to raise you up this day unto Him as a mm:;ntly.
9>/ “as pointed out by the Alter Rebbe, author! the Tanya and Shudchan v

,%, " Aruch, the opening and the entire Sedra Nitzovim - You are standing
,_{.Q firmly thie day before HaShem your G-d - are always read on the

t\‘?‘—:- {1 Shabbos_ before Roshllashono, which instills a special vitality
At \__f} and light into the days before Rosh Hashono, into Rosh Hashono
itself (as indicated in the word Hayom, This Day), and extending

from Rosh Hashono into all the days of the year.

il R

The connection between Rosh Hashono and Mattan Torah is

underscordd still further when the first day of Rosh Hashono
g, occurs on Shabbos, as thi & year, for the following reason. All
<\w' authorities agree that the Torah was given on Shabbos, for both
have the same purpose and function: The Torah takes a Jew and
all that belongs to him out of this world and transplants him
into a totally different world - the Torah world; and Shabbos,
: }'P too, takes a Jew and all that belongs to him out of the ordinary

.) “.-—-"'“N_.

""\ and mundane day-to-day life of the week, elevates him, and places
\(“_‘))\ ! him in a ﬁoly—Shabbos!atmosphare.
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The same, but in a most sublime form, is achieved by Rosh Hashono:
Through the Coronation of the King and aceepting His Kingship, a
Jew becomes a "royal servant"; and a royal servant is also - royalty.
’Aj The individual with all his belongings is set apart from all crea-
\ tures and elevated to a special status, that of royalty. (This

| in no way involves conceit or self-esteem he knows and is
- ‘4,( ¢ i <
AY "permeated with the recognition that his status is due solely to

.f.:-&_ ”-;gu- his being a servant, a totally dedicated subject of the King, self-
Lii. 21 effacing, with no independent existence of his own.,) )
A4

. 13 cowng@™
Cb\f\‘\\ 'm to the practical side, since action is the essential
ing: As one realizes that he is a royal servant and of royal _
(ﬁs status it becomes self-evident to him that his conduct mustbe :l.zi
it keeping with the rule, 'ﬁ your actions should be for the sake of
" Heaven," and the observance of the Torah and Mitzvos with Hiddur
4“1 % "becomes &-ﬁe?er of course) for him, If some difficulties arise,
H‘T—‘] "/ he will certainly overcome them, for he knows he is endowed with

L .? the capacity of a royal s?rvant: and wi];g. act like one. A
"W 4 To quote ou‘rM K:l.ng D;ri S 1 m"‘ﬁaShem, your G-d, who
')‘ brought you out of the land of Mitzraim (including all ;{;tress 5@_)3
i*;\l situations) - (to the other extreme - ) open wide your mouth (state
- all your desires) and I shall grant them, " I’ .}3
e And he rises to & new height in his conduct, becoming a living
o example for all in his surroundings, showing how their conduct
W ‘mbe. because "his" King is the King of the World and of all

W’U&Sf that gfe in it, And he becomes actively involved in this , in: gﬁ.a_\
o spirit of v'ohavto lre'acho komocho and the wity of the Jewikh

.‘r

—~ people, whth which his whole being is permeated; - ‘J,,\\ 1257 ! t“'-
X Bred Nt
29 Beginning with himself: with renewed vitality in Torah study, | 22
.‘f : i,- with na'aseh before v'nishma, and the fulfilment of all its Mitzvos
’K with Hiddur, since these are, of course, the King's exders.
e / = c!.\‘\
i &___' |

* % % W 3

May G-d grant that since in these last days of the month of
Elul, in all of which shine forth the Thirteen Atrributes of

Vv
A

_"7_
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Divine Mercy, particularly in the Days of Slichos, it should bring
more and more light and vitality into all matters of Torah and
Mtzvos, carried out with complete submission to the reign of Heaven '
with eagerness and joy.

And this will surely bring additional Divine blessings -
Beginning with G-d's acceptance of our prayer: Do reign upon
all the world in Your Glory, the Coronation as King of Israel and

Ge s . King of the World: which fs reciprocated ish the felfilswnt %
> G

» ‘(’mmer"b? in good remembrance before You, br-ﬂ-h-uh; hears
Loy S y/ﬁ:’ sound of the terua of His people Israel in mercy; . a\.v*

@ _ And all this brings the blessing of a kesivo vachasimo l:o:l.vo '

' lshono toivo umsuko immediately on Rosh Hashono, and thence ex-
tamded from the Rosh (''head") to all the "limbs" of the year - in
tm each and 411 the daye of the year, so that each day is a good

! ? , : day, in the good that is revealed and evident, _ 32
._,.-4_;:.-"‘:;-' And hastens - verv soen in our owm days - the (Essengj.__L)\x

blessing, the true and complete Ceulo through Moshiach T Tzidkeigu 28
_~to mrit'!the }ay that ie all Shabbos and test in Eternal ﬁfe.

4 " e |

Wi d blessing £ \@
i (?;/ th esteem and blessing for a \_@ k’_%

kesivo vachasimo toivo lshono

ﬂ M ) Fp {; toivo umsuko, materially and spiritually.
/ [ o

4 -

Sisned: Menachem Schneerson/ WAL
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Note:

Words and letters that appear in bold are the
Rebbe’s additions.

Words and letters that the Rebbe crossed-out,
appear in Strikethrough.

Words of explanation appear in [italic].

The numbers were also written by the Rebbe.
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By tthe Grace of G-d

[the Rebbe removes an extra ‘t’ and leaves a
missing space]

1. [the Rebbe adds a missing space]
2. did

3. ewreason

4. etc

5. Coupled

6. [the Rebbe adds a missing space]

7.2
icati

IPRTI PR 20
XD AN
unity 1125

[the Rebbe writes that this correction is a
Ikar. the word “unification” is not
appropriate here, and the word “unity”
should be used]

8. unification

5”13 [as mentioned above]

unity

9. all the ten-distinet categories

10. (ten of them)

11. aNation

12. of

13. [the Rebbe adds a missing space]

14. [the Rebbe connects the S’ to the rest of
the word]

_07_

15. Holy-Shabbos world (atmosphere).

16. self-esteem;-beeause ~ just the opposite:
17. Foraing Coming

18. constantly

[the Rebbe underlines the word “All’]

19. /the Rebbe circles the words “a matter of
course” and writes to use “a stronger
expression’]

Y PN Y

[In the printed version: “Becomes a self-
evident imperative for him” ]

20. anointed-
21. RIPWH RO
22. (including all 7% (stress) situations)

23. [the Rebbe underlines the words “open
wide’]
24. and must

25. [the Rebbe circles the word “are” and
suggests to use the word: Jis

26. this the

27. aaUnity

28. exOrders

29. with and continued by
30. prayers

31. by Him-whe and He

32. [the Rebbe underlines the word “good’]
33. essential main and basic
34. and

35. ¢

36. dDay

37. fRest

38.”

A
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