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By the OGrace of O=d
18th Teveth, 5716
Brocklyn

Mre, EBEachel Altein
2731 fruger Avenue
Bronx 67, H. 1.

Hleseing and OGreeting:

I recseived your letter of Rosh Chodesh Teveth. I have been
walting for this kind of letter for a long time, and I am gled
to note that you are now uelng your sbillty and gualificatlons
with whieh you hsve been endowed; to exercise m good Infloencsa

in your environment, espeeially among the women, I trust that
yog are alep making an effort to apread the teaching of Chassiduse
inparticular, And ainee you startdin this direction, I trust
you will ecntinue in aecordance with a saying of our Sages, that
¥ampped things should be on the sscenty and as slse Chanukah
tesches ne to inerense the lighte every day,

stith regard to the doubt thst you express as to whether the women
are pepared st thls time to be orgsnized into a Chabad wmen's
group, 1f there ls A posslibility theti such-a step at this time ls
pemature and might hinder the development of your work, it should
te postponed. The main thing is to imbue them with this teaching,
and to prepare them for greater thinge, and this is certainly
omething that can be done lmmediately in a suitable way, It e
espeelally fmportant to clesr up to them many prevalent misunder-
standings about the teachings and "ay of Life of Chabad, *ileh
are unfortunately often misunderstood snd misrepresented through
ignorance.

May 0=4 help you to earry on your pood work in eontentment and
reage of mind, which will hely clear up many other persocnal prob-
lems, eepeeially ss this kind of work 1s bound to bring you G=-d's
Blecsings In a genercls messure.

with the Rlessifiz tf hesr pood news from you concerning all
el - o &40
v

$.8. T am gratified to read in your letter that you can at leet
underatand the problems besetting you, though not always able to
aolve them, TPut it is well=lnown that the understanding of a
problem 1s in itself already half a sclutiom, eapecially where
the problems are such that thelr solution lies in your own hands,

Ridolp gty foinielpilbiiie




Y1 TR R | rans vpb

RAEH] MEMACHEM M. SCHNEERSON
Luberviteh

770 Easbern Porkwery
Brooklyn 13, M. Y.

HYasinty 3-4350

Mrs. Rachel Altein
2931 Cruger Avenus
Bronx &7, MN.Y.

Blessing and Greeting:

I am in receipt

With regard to the guestion of the subjects that should be
taken up at youwr group's meetings, it is well to bear in mind
the adviee of our Sages to the effect that one should always
study that which particularly is cloge to one's heart. In tha
case of your group, however important it is to endeaver to in-
crease thelr knowledge, 1t 1= even more important to lnspire
them with Yiras Shomaim and Ylddishkelt in general, and with

the light and warmth
snil ean be planted,

things as weeds and wlld growth, &nd the sl=zile 1s obvwlous,

You writes thet there are differevices 1n the lewl of
education, background, etc. amomg the women attending the
meetings. This i1s the rule rather than exeeptlon in groups of
this kind, and your own experience 1s the best gzuide fo nding
the most afficlent course. It is difficult to lay down hard
and fast rules in such a case, since sach group mast be conaldered
on itz merlts, and even within the group i1tself conditions can

change in the course

Your apprehension that emphasis on Chassldus might allenate
soma women in the group may or may not be justified, bmut at any
rate you need not emphasize each time that the part{ :
wes derived from s partienlar Chassidie source, or that it ls

"Chassidie," for the
outlook, and 1t does

that it 1s "Chassidus,"
Your suggestion to form a second group, seems & good ldea
in general, especially if thereby the differsnces apong the
women a8 to education, background, ete. ecan be reduced. ]

you
May G—d bless/with puccess in sll above, and as you are

engaged in Hlis work
wve you sdded hEral\r:
gast difficulty amd

R

h and strength to earry it out with the

iy S— e

MRTTIRE 70N Tmn
TRy

TTENgR MyvoR TI0
R -]

By the Orace of O=d
Jrd of Adar, 5716
Brooklyn, N.Y,

of your letter of the 4%th of Shevat.

of Chaggidus in particular, Put before
it is necessary to clear away sll such

of time.

cular thing

Important thing 1s to impart the ldea and
not matter if they are not informed at once

diggseminating His T.rah, He will surely

maximm efflelency.

With blessing,
E?ji-ﬁh gl

Riols ity B 3P Wyie

g,
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By the Grace of G=d
22rd of Elul, 5716
Brooklyn, N.¥.

Mrs. Rachel Alteln
2731 Cruger Averme
Bromox E?, H.T.

Elesgsing and Greeting:

I recelved your letter, in which you describe your economic
circumsgdtances, and certain other conditions, which are the causes
of dissatisfaction and lack of spiritusal Eﬂh.ﬂ.ﬂﬂﬁn. ML

If you have & copy of your letter,; and will Pe-read it again
in a more objective frame of mind, I ‘liiink you willl come to the
conelusion that human 1life on this earth unfortunately 1= not free
frem varlous factors which btring about unhappiness; and that this

1s nndversal, though the causes wary: 1o some cases 1t 1s chlldrenm,
in others - health, in still others - Parnosso, and so on., To g0
through life in complete happiness, ls not destined for man, One
of the basie things, however, is to have a clear vision on the
fundamental issues, and te cultivate attitudes. You surely know
the explamation of the words "baShomaim mima'al ve'al ho'orets
mitachas,” that in heavenly (spiritual) matters one should book "upl
comparing oneself to one who iz on a higher spiritual plane and
gtrive to attain it, while in earthly matters one should see the
less fortunate, and thus better appreciate the blessings of the
Creator and Master of the world.

It is diffienlt at this time before Rosh Hashanah to elaborate
on the gbove, But I trust with your tralning up'brl.ngit? and back=-
ground, the above few lines will suffice to gf'ﬁ you'food' for further
thﬂugh{. and reflection.

As for the details of ywur letter, 1% should be borne in mind
that the key to self-improvement is not to be found in dwelling upon
the defects of the present sltuation - sinee there 1s ne perfection
in life, but rather in consldering the availabllity of a situation
where the benefits are relatively greater amdl the defects fewer than
in the situation which one desires to change.

The same applies to your husband, It is not a question of ob-
taiming ‘permission' to leave his post. Personally I cannot see whare
he ean find ancther position which should hawe at least the same
maasure of positive aspects, and whers one can be reasomably certaln
that the defeets would net EH any more than at sent, whether of
the ssme nature or not, but egqually fraught wi nervous strain, ete.

Needless to say, I do not advecate resigmetion to the existing
defects, for ome chould bear in mind t & words of our Sages "Ma'alin
b'kodegh," Nor is the solution in glving up the job, btut rather in
trying to improve the conditions, lessen the frietions, and making
the work more efficlent and grnl:if:rll:g.

Wishing you and yours & Keslvo vachasimg/teivo, )

. E'Y ) /

AWV SYBN 378 100
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By the Grace of G=d
27th of Sivan, 5717
Brooklyn, HN.Y.

Mrs,. Rachel Alteln
2731 Cruger Averus
Bronx 67, N.Y.

Blessing and Greeting: e

I duly received your letter, in which you write that
you accepted the positipn of Camp Mother at Camp Gan Israel.
I was gratified to read this, anhd as G-d's reward iz in
kind, in a very generous measurs, your declslen to help the
campears enjoy a healthful summer, not only physiecally but
also spiritually, and moreover with Chassidishe witallty
and light - which is the inner purpose of Can Israel -
will suraly btring you and your hushand and family sdditiomsl
blessings to have true Yiddish Nachas from each other and
from your chlldren, materially and spiritually.

With ragard te the NHeshel Chabad branch, I trust it 1=
unnecessary for me to emphasize the importance of your in-
fluenea in that group, I trust that in your absence you
will have seen %o 1t that there should be some one to replace
in zome measure your personal participation, and perhaps you
will also maintaln a correspondence with them so that the
mutual contact should mot diminish during the summer,

With blessing to hear good news
from you and Wﬂraon
/
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By the Greade of G=d4
29th of Tammusz, ST1T
Brooklyn, N. ¥

Mra, Rachasl Alteln
¢/e Cemp Gan Israel
Swan Lake, ¥N: Y.

Elessing and Greeting:

Durlng recent lnspectlon vislt st the Camp, I was gratified to
see how heppry the children looked, and the evidence of the gnod
care and attentlon that they are receiving. Mo doubt you have a
substantial pert in thils, as Camp Mother, Although I kmow that
your work at the Jamp 1s motlveted by the highest ideals, so that
an expresslon of thanks may be superilucus, particularly as I know
your education and background, as well as those of your hushapd.
Nevertheless, I want to tell you about my feeling on vislting the
Camp, a8 I hops that the k.uow{eﬂge of your suecess willl redouble
your efforts on behalf of the children and the Oamp.

Although we are,at presemt, durlng the perlod of the Three Wesks,
commeamoratine the smd historic events of the destructlon of the Beth
Hamilkdosh, 1t 1ls well %o remember that, 1llke all matters of tha
Torah, the purpose of thls observence is not to dlscourape the Jew
or bring him into 8 state of Inertia, but rether, on the contrary,
to make him aware that it wes only the physlesl sanctuary that wes
destroyed, but not the spiritual sanct s Which is in the heart
and soul of every Jew. Every Jewish ¢hild 1s & "little manctuary."
Heaping theae "l1lttle sanctuaries" pure and holy in accordance
with the Torah and Mitzvoth, will hasten the restoration of our
greai sanctuary la Jerusalem, throush our righteous Mesaiah,
gpeadily, in our time,

ds G=-4's reward is imn kind, your teling cars of the children in
Camp Gan Iersasl willl bring you mers than a eorresponding measurs
of Divine blepslng to your own ehlldren, with much Nechas o you
and your huskband and happinses, meterlally and spirltusliy,

Vith blessi m%w
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By the Grace of G-d
l8th of Bivan, 5719
Brooklyn, N. Y.

Students of the 5th CGrade of
The Lubavitcher Yeshiva

3415 0llinville Ave.
Bronx 67, New York

.

Greating and Blessing:

I was pleased to receive your letter and participation im
support of the Lubaviteher Yeshiveth in thelr present emergency.

By your contripbution, you show your deslre to help other students
study ocur holy Torah, From this it is clear that you realize

the impertance of it, and that you surely study the Terah your-
salves, with the greatest posslble devetlon and diligence.

I hope you hed an enjoyable and inspiring ¥Yom Tov of Shevuoth,
the Season of our Heecelving the Torah, and that the joy and

inspiraticon of this great Festlval wiil show to good advantage
in your study and conduct &z students of a Lubavitcher Yeshiva.

Wishing you & healthful summer, both physically and spiritually,

With hiessi%m% i :

2WRTIe LT
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SICRETARIAT of RABS MEMACHEM M. SCHHEERSOM

tha Lubavickar Babbi
TR EATIENN PARKEWAY. RRODELYN 1k M. WL

By the Grace of G-d
lith of Adar, 5720
Brocklym, K. Y.

Habbl M. Altaln
27311 Cruger Ave.

Gresating and Blessing:

I am directed Lo send you the soclosed

eapy, ocalfldentially. The ass of it

ie ti.'mt if tha person to whom 8 lattar

bas bean addressed will take Ché auojast
with youy you Will be preparad and

aple to spcourage and urge nim fo tbe ui-

meAt to go abowt 1t in the manper of

B.T the Grace of H—dl "pforatzto® and not be dlscoubaged by
kth of Adar, 5720 any secoffers.
hmklm. e Sincerely yours,

] o
Beety iaje .r'*"""""‘r

Greeting and Blessing:

I received your letter of the 2lgt of Shevat and, ag requested, I will
remember your uncle in prayer when visiting the holy resting place of my
father-in-law of saintly memory. May G-d grant that you have good news

to reapert in this matter, especlally as we are now in the auspleious

month of Adar, which has come down in Jewish history as a month of miracles
and good fortune for our pecple.

With regard te your efforts in relation to the Asscelastion of Orthodex
Jewlsh Sclentists, and the caution which some of them counsel about the
dissemination of Torah and Mitzvoth among them, I certsinly ean not agres
with that view, The best proof that such an attitude is un justified is

to be found ln the fact that hardly thj.n!. W‘?ld _tha
said Assoeiatien; fer the attitude uﬁnut u_ae s only pu-l.].;rEd action,

This is all the more regrettable in view of the fact that conditicns are
generally eonducive to vigorous action in order to take adventage of the
general religious awakening on the American Jewlish scene. Many are the
searchers who are wailting for religions lasders and guldance that Gpewld
give them the feeling that it ds the' truth, and full truth, and not

any watered-down, half-hearted Kind of Judaism, which is self-contradiet-
ory and self-defleatlng.

Thus it is sad to say that the volee of the Assoeiation, if it has been
heard at all, has certainly not been heard with sufficlent authority and
epphasis as one might have axpected, Needlssa to say, I de not wish to
minimlze whatever the Association has accomplished in!miﬁ, In the way
of mutual encouragement withln the membership itsalf. At the same time
cne cannot bs satisfied when the rescurces are utilized to the extent af‘
enly 1% instead of 1008, by way of example, especially in eritical times
such as at present.

I also feel ippelled to express my susplelon that the reascn why those of
the members whe counsel eautlen ls te be found in thelr basle lnferiority
complax, fesling ashamed of Lelhg regarded as observent Jews, or publi-
elging the faet. I need hardly enlarge upon the terrible consequencas of
such an inferiority complex. GSuffice it to remember that it is largely
responsible for the so-ealled "lost ganeration" whieh has become more than
a eoln word. It 1s truly & casuse for shame and pain when cne sees an
orthodex young man whe has both a Rabbinieal ordinstion as well as an
academle diploma, yet the whole emphasis is placed on the college degree
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without mantioning the faet that he is alsc & Rabbl, except perhaps
absent-mindedly. The subject 13 too palnful %o ih;nrtu. I only
mentlon this in the that a little reflecticon on the basic Teascns
for the above menti attitude to go about very cautiously in regard
to end influence for the cause ol the Torah and Mitzvoth,
will reveal the trus psychologieal factors and bring about a changs
in thies attitude, which has ered tha proper fumetioning of the
Assoeiation and its members, collectively and individually, leaving
them almost insensible to the inmer outery of American Jewlsh youth
thirgting for the truth, and there is mo truth but the Tersh.

The m:uint has cften been mentioned during & Far s With emphasis
on spiritual Tsedokeo, the importance of which ecan be from
material Tsedoke. As for the latter, there is a very impressive og:-
sode related in Kesubos 67s (at the Deginning of the page) about t
terrible consequences of not giving the fullest memsure cof material
aid to the needy, even though the aid in itself may be considerable,
tut esrtainly not cosmensurste with the ability.

May u—:tr'ﬂ.t. you success to contribute all that you can towards the
Assoeiation, and tevards setiveting 1t and ive memuers Lo do thelr
share in the spreading of the Torah and Mitzvoth to the maxisum extent.

Hoping to hear good news from you,

With blessing, .

e
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12th of Tammus, 5T21
Brooklyn, ¥. .

Meztera
Benjamin Rephael
Judah COeoperberg
Ephraim Hirsh
Isreel Gresan
Judah Zwvl
Madawvniek, Saul
. Hordechal Chalm
Elimelech Silberberg
Joshua Butberg
Joseph Weiner

Greetlng and Blassing:

I waa pleeged to recelve your letter enclosing a donatlen, to
whigh you have all jointly contributed. It i gratifying to note
thet you ere conseious of the nesds of those who &re less fortunats
than you, and are helping them in a prectieal way. The Mitzvah

of Tzedoko is, of course, ons of the greatest, end it will surely
stand each and every cne of you 1n good stead to be blessed of

G-d, materially and epiritually.

How that the summer has started, I hope that you reallze that
there cin be no interruptlon or vaeatlen in 2l]l matters of Torah
and Mitzvoth. On the contrery, when Jewish children are free
from the distraction of seculsar atudlies and other school work,

1t zives them an opportunity to devote more time te the study of
the Torah &nd the obeervance of the Mitzvoth. I hope you will
take the fullest advantege of thls opportunity, both for your own
beneflt, aa wall a8 to be & good Influence on others.

Wishing you & healthy and successful susmer in body a8 well aa in
sgul,

With ©leasing,
1 7 .
by it Sasioec
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