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B. H. 1llth of Tishrei 5735
Brooklyn, N, Y.

Mr.V Naftoli Chaim Levinthal
105 Listria Park

London N, 16

England

Greeting and Blessing:

I was pleased to receive the good news
about the birth of your daughter Chanah Sarah,
in a happy and auspicious hour .

May G-d grant that you »ring her up
to a life of Torah, Chuppah and Good Deeds,
in good health and ample sustenance, and
that you and your wife have much true Nachas
which is Yiddish Nachas from her,

With blessing o@ﬂ/
Mazal tov
m\ m
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By the Grace of G-d

On the third day - twice blessed
with "It was good'' -~ of weekly
portion of Counting the Omer, 1 5735
Brooklyn, N, Y,

To the Sons and Daughters of
Our People Israel, Everywhere
G-d bless you -

Greeting and Blessing:

The ausplclous day of Lag B'Omer is approaching, the day of
Rabbi Shimon Ben Yochoi's Simchah; the day of which it is said?: "On this
day it is a Mitzvah to celebrate RaShBY's Simchah, and for those living in
Eretz Yisroel - to go to his grave and rejoice there greatly,

This year, Lag B!'Omer significantly occurs on (Tuesday) the day
on which the Creator expressed His special satisfaction by repeating "it was
good'' twice - an allusion to two '"goods': good to Heaven and good to the
creatures, 3

It is, therefore, surely an auspicious time - the day of Lag B'Omer
itself, as well as the days immediately preceding and following it, which
respectively serve as preparation for, and first-fruits of, Lag B'Omer - to
rejoice greatly with the Simchah of Mitzvos, especially Mitzvos that combine
both ''goods, " good to Heaven (man's duties to G-d) and good to the creatures
(man's duties to man), This includes, of course, the Mitzvah of encouraging
Jews to do Mitzvos (or do them more devoutly), for this effort of spreading
the observance of any Mitzvah is also an act of Gemilus Chasodim® (loving-
kindness), -

And since influence in this direction generally - indeed, inevitably -
involves quoting words of Torah and instructing in the laws of the particular
Mitzvah, it comes under the Mitzvah of Torah- learnmg and teaching,

Thus both - the effort to encourage Jews to do Mitzvos, and the
manner of this effort - are Mitzvos of ''good to the creatures, '

Hence it is an opportune occasion to remind everyone again and again,
what has been urged for some time now, in regard to active promotion of the
observance of Mitzvos, Indeed, in light of the relevancy to RaShBY and Lag
B'Omer, 5 the special Mitzvah Campaigns which have been stressed lately
assume an added significance, as follows:



"ywn 998 1"0 | 16¢ Q)Xij:

Torah Campaign - since the Torah was the vocation® of RaSIBY
and his colleagues;’

Tefillin Campaign - concerning which it is said in RaShBY's Book, 8
the Zohar, that Tefillin is a G-dly crown, and one whe adorns himself with
this "Supernal Sacred Crown'' is given the title of King on Earth, companion
to the King in Heaven, the Holy One blessed be He, 9

Mezuzah Campaign - the Zohar says: When a person affixes a
Mezuzah at the entrance to his house,,. he adorns himself with his Master's
crown and keeps evil things away from his door, 10

Tzedoko Campaign - of which it is said in the Zohar: Whoever shows
heartfelt compassion for the poor,,, rules over all creatures of the world;11

House Filled With Sacred Books - of Torah and Tefilahl2 (Prayer) -
of which it is said in the Zohar!J that studying Torah and worshipping G-d
command everybody's respect and awe,

Candle-lighting to usher in the holy Shabbos - of which Rabbi Shimon
declares that it is a sublime honor for her (who lights the candles)... to be
blessed with children,,, who will foster peace on earth, 14 etc,

May G-d grant that through the said activities, in the spirit of all
that has been said above, and within the framework of commitment to Torah
and Mitzvog in the daily life, beginning with the Torah Campaign (bsth the
Revealed and Inner Torahld), thereby removing the cause of the protracted
Golus, 16 namely, Bittul Torah (neglect of Torah) -- we will see the realiza-
tion of "G-d is my King since the days of old, working salvation in the midst
of the earth, ''17

And will soon merit the true and complete Geloh through the Melech-
Hamoshiach; o ’ o

Then it will come to pass that "None shall any more have to teach
the other.., for all will know Me, "'18 which RaShBY explains19: Because
everyone will be filled with the spirit of wisdom and understanding, counsel
and valor, knowledge and fear of G-d, 20

With esteem and blessing

/Signed: Menachem Schneerson/
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By the Grace of G-d
7th of MarCheshvanl, 5737
Brooklyn, N.Y,

To the Sons and Daughters
of Our People Israel, Everywhere,
G-d bless you all!

Greeting and Blessing:

With the conclusion of the month of Tishrei, which is designated in our
sacred sources as a 'comprehensive month"2 for the entire year, and which is
filled with a variety of festive days3 and experiences embracing all areas of a
Jew's spiritual life throughout the whole year --

Beginning with awe and submission to the Heavenly Reign - the main point
of Rosh Hashanah; Teshuvah - the essence of the Ten Days of Return and Yom
Kippur; the performance of Mitzvos with diligence and joy#, culminating with tne
highest expression of joy with the Torah - the essential aspects of Succos,
Shemini-Atzeres, and Simchas Torah --

It is time to recall the custom that was prevalent in many communitivs to
announce at the termination of Simchas Torah: And Jacob went his way. 5

The point of this custom was to call attention to the fact that, inasmuch as
the time has come to return to the routine of the daily life (''his way'"), it behooves
a Jew to know that he is Yaakov® (Jacob, a Jew), and that he has his own way, a
way that originates in Simchas Torah and is guided by the joy of Torah and Mitzvos,

This means that whatever matters a Jew undertakesy even the ordinary
day-to-day affairs, they must always be conducted in the spirit of "All your ac-
tions should be for the sake of Heaven, ''and "Know Him (and serve Him) in all
your ways, '

The month of Tishrei is a ''comprehensive month' also in the sense tnat
in this month the Jew acquires ''goods" for the whole year, and immediately after-
wards one must begin to "unpack'' and draw from tne stock for the needs of eacn
day in all details, One cannot consider himself free from further obligation on
the basis of the accomplishments in the comprehensive month,

Similarly there are also 'comprehensive Mitzvos'' - although each and all
Mitzvos have to be fulfilled with the fullest measure of diligence and excellence,
A comprehensive Mitzva should be performed with still greater excellence and
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still greater diligence, Its performance by every Jew is of still greater concern
to all Jews and the Jewish people as a whole,

% % *

One of the main comprehensive Mitzvos is the Mitzva of Ahavas
Yisroel® (love of fellow-Jew), Of this Mitzva it has been éaid that it is a
"great principle of the Torah,' and the "basis of the entire Torah.'9 The"
basis of this Mitzva is the fact that all Jews constitute one Entity, like one
body,lo so much so that every Jew sees every other Jew as ''his own flesh and
blood, '"*! Herein is also the explanation why the fulfillment of a Mitzva by every
individual Jew affects the whole Jewish people; how much more so the fulfillment
of comprehensive Mitzvos,

Therefore it is proper at this time, as mentioned above, to call attention
once more to the Mitzva-Campaigns, which have been discussed at length on
various occasions during recent months, and to relate them to the topic of "And
Jacob went his way'' - to advance in this way and be active in them even more than
before, in keeping with the principle that "all things of holiness should be on the
ascendancy, ''12 Because of their paramount importance they are detailed below
once more, though briefly:

--~ .-— Abavas Yisroel Campaign - to cultivate the love of fellow Jew ''as your-
self, " with all that it implies,

Chinuch Campaign13 - in the plain sense: to ensure that not only one's
own children receive a true Torah education, but to promote such chinuch for
each and every Jewish child,

Torah Campaign - to make every effort to learn Torah whenever one
finds free time, in addition to the duty incumbent upon every Jew to learn Toran
every day and twice a day, in the daytime and at night, 14 -

Tefillin Campaign - to see to it that every Jew should put on Tefillin,
It is one of the first Mitzvos that the Jewish people were given while still in
Egyptian bondage, 15 and "the whole Torah has been likened to Tefillin, "'16

Mezuza Campaign - that every room in a Jewish home should have a
kosher Mezuza, The Mezuza protects all persons and things17 within the home,
and protects a Jew wherever he is, 18 in accordance with the promise, "G-d
will watch your going out and coming in, now and forever, ''19

Tzedoko Campaign - to give Tzedoko regularly and to spread the Mitzva
also through Tzedoko-boxes, 20 and the like. The Mitzva of Tzedoko is the
channel by which a Jew receives G-d's blessings which G~d bestows as an act
of Tzedoko, 21 "from His full, open, holy and ample Hand, "
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(And, with the said campaigns also

Sacred-Books-In-Every~Home Campaign - that every Jewish home
should have sacred books, at least a Chumash, a Siddur and a Tehillim, to re-
mind him to study and pray every day),

And the three special comprehensive Mitzvos which have been entrusted
to Jewish women:

Candle Lighting Campaign - that all Jewish women and daugnters, in-
cluding girls of a very young age, should light the candles in proper time be-
fore sunset on the eve of Shabbos and Yom-Tov, and thus also bring Jewish
light into the home;zz‘

Kashrus Campaign - to observe kashrus in all foods and beverages, both
at home and outside and promote the same in every Jewish home to make it a
kosher home, The observance of Kashrus refines and purifies the Jewish body
(and heart and mind); and

Taharas Hamishpocho Campaign - the source of purity and holiness of
every Jewish child, every Jewish family, and of the whole Jewish people,

* * sl

= e,

May G-d grant that all the good wishes which Jews wished one another
for the new year should be fulfilled,

That it be a good and sweet year in every respect, with the realization
of the abovementioned pattern of Jewish conduct:

And Yaakov - an appellation that includes all Jews, not only those who
have already attained the higher status of "Israel' and 'Jeshurun, '"23

Went - in accordance with the true concept24 of motion, namely, moving
away from the previous state to a higher state; for however satisfactory a state
is, one should always strive to advance to an ever higher state in all matters
of Holiness,

His way - tnat "his way, " even in non-obligatory matters, 25 becomes
a G-dly way, as stated immediately after: And G-d's angels met him26 in keep-
ing with every Jew's purpose in life to be an "angel'' - messenger - of G-d, to
make for Him an "abode'' in this earthly world;27

And that all the above should be done with joy, derived from Simchas
Torah, and Yaakov ''will sing (and praise) tne G-d of Yaakov,' and merit tne
speedy fulfillment of the continuation of the verse, ''the glory and strength of
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the Tzaddik will be uplifted, ''28 the coming of our Moshiach Tzidkeinu, 29

With esteem and blessing
for Hatzlocho and good tidings
in all above,

/Signed: Menachem Schneerson/
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By the Grace of G-d
[irev Shabbos Mevorchim

Rosh Chodesh Shevat, 5740
Brooklyn, N. Y. o

To All Participants in the 18th Annual
Mid-Winter Convention of N'shei uBnos Chabad
Minneapolis, Minn,

Blessing and Greeting:

I am gratified that the theme of this year's Convention centers on Shabbos
and Shemittah. In addition to its general timeliness, the theme is, of course, of
special significance for women, as is emphasized by the fact'that Shabbos is in-
augurated with the lighting.of the Shabbos candles which must be lit in ample time
before sunset, well before Kabbolas Shabbos and Kiddush. And this great
privilege of being the first to usher in the Shabbos has heen given to Jewish
mothers and daughters. e

[

The current Shemittah year - ''a Shabbos unto G-d" - is particularly note-
worthy for its emphasis oh Shabbos, since it began with Shabbos (on the first day
of Rosh Hashono, and consequently, also the first day of Succos as well as
c$hemml Atzeres occur r‘ed on Shabbos, .as. 1150 the fu‘bt and.1» st,day of Chqnukah) c e

It shou]d also be noted that the role of the Jewish housewife comes mto
special prominence during:the Shemittah year, when most acthtles shifted from
the field to the home, singe all agricultural pursuits had to be sugpended at the
time when "everyone dwelt under his vine and fig tree,' and agriculture was
the principal source of livelihood. ‘

To top all this, the Convention is taking place during th_é weekend of Parshas
Yisro, the Shabbos of Mattan Torah when, as has often been recalled, the women
were approached first and offered the Torah, and only then it was given to all
our people. - : '

There is thus much to be learned from and inspired by at this year's Con -
vention, I trust.that the Convention and all of the participants will make the most
of it and, what is most important, will iinplement its program and resolutions in
actual practice, since the essential thing is action. And may G-d grant that each
and all of you will be a source of inspiration to others, to bring home to Jewish
women and daughters everywhere the eternal message of Shabbos Kodesh, and
the vital role of the Jewish woman in preserving, strengthening and spreading
the light of Torah and Mitzvoth,as the very foundation of the Jewmh home and
family and of our Jewish people as a whole,

With blessing for Hatzlocilo
and good tidings infall

dbO\’ef}‘Y/\v /\Z.Q )7/(‘}7/\
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B. H. 1l1th of Tishrei 5735
Brooklyn, N, Y,

Mr.¥ Naftoli Chaim Levinthal
105 Listria Park

London N. 186

England

Greeting and Blessing:

[ was pleased to receive the good news
about the birth of your daughter Chanah Sarah,
in a happy and auspicious hour .

May G-d grant that you bring her up
to a life of Torah, Chuppah and Good Deeds,
in good health and ample sustenance, and
that you and your wife have much true Nachas
which is Yiddish Nachas from her.

With blessing OC(Q/VL
Mazal tov
M\ m
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