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Uvobiom and Nechama Rochel Diimmern

2 Introduction &~

We offer praise and gratitude to G-d for the marriage of our dear children Avrohom to
Nechama Rochel.

To our friends and relatives who came from near and far to share in our simcha, we are happy to
present this special souvenir as an everlasting memory of the joyous wedding. Lately, it has become
a custom amongst Anash to distribute “spiritual delicacies” in addition to the “physical delicacies”
to those who join in the simcha. This custom is began with the souvenir that the Rebbe Rayatz
distributed at the wedding of his daughter and the Rebbe, Nossi Doreinu.

This souvenir — teshura includes:

1. Letters of the Rebbe to the parents of the Chosson and the parents of the Kallah on the
occasion of their weddings.

2. Letters of the Rebbe for the occasion of the births of the Chosson and the Kallah.
3. Aletter of the Rebbe Rayatz on the engagement of the Kallah’s grandparents.
4. First time publication: A copy ofa holy letter of the Alter Rebbe recently discovered.

5. First time publication: A copy of the handwritten document of the Rebbe Rashab
recently discovered.

6. A biography of Harav Hagoan Reb Shlomo M’Skala, known as the “Beis Shlomo” -of whom,
the Chosson is a seventh generation descendent-. He wrote many Shaalos U’teshuvos seforim
(volumes of halachic responsa). His scholarly responses established a fundamental approach in
halachic rulings for rabbis from all circles who render rulings until today. His great work “Yesharesh
Yaakov” on Mesechta Yevamos opens the door to one of the most difficult portions in all of Shas.

His seforim were first printed in 1870. Because of the high price of paper at that time, his
seforim were printed with very small letters, which are hard to read. As the years passed, most of
his seforim were reprinted; however, the same very old typeset was used.

About five years ago, we started an enormous project to re-typeset and reprint all of his seforim
with large clear letters so that it will be easier to study from them. Until now, we reprinted the
sefer “Yesharesh Yaakov” and the first portions of Shaalos U’teshuvos “Beis Shlomo” — 2 volumes on
Orach Chayim, and 1 volume of Hilchos Stam. The other portions (on Even Ha’ezer and Choshen
Mishpat) will be printed soon, with G-d’s help. We have not yet found a copy of one of his seforim
entitled “Be’erah Shel Miriam” (on Hilchos Mikva’os, which was printed in his time). We hope to
find it soon and reprint with the new typeset.
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7. Memoires written by the Kallah’s paternal grandmother, Mrs. Yocheved Zalmanov, of
blessed memory, about her escape from Russia with Rebbetzin Chana Schneerson, mother of the

Rebbe, Nossi Doreinu. As well, we added pictures and documents related to the story.

The memoires were written by her inYiddish and translated into English by Rabbi Dov Baron. In
hopes of preserving the richness of her writings, the translation was made with efforts to be close

to the original, without additions or changes — except for those minor changes needed for clarity.

May it be G-d’s will that we immediately merit the fulfillment of the promise, “May there soon
be heard ... in the cities of Yehudah and the streets onerushalayim the sound of joy and the sound

of gladness, the voice of the groom and the voice of the bride”
and may we again merit to see the Rebbe with us physically and he should redeem us.

With respect and honor,

Parents of the Kallah Parents of the Chosson
Shmuel & Chaya Mushka Shlomo & Chaya
Zalmanov Drimmer
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~—=¢ Biography >~

THE RENOWNED GAON,
RABBI SHLOMO DRIMMER OF SKOLA
(c. 1800-1872)

Translated and adapted by Daniel Goldberg

Rabbi Shlomo Drimmer (or “Drimmur,” as his son spells it in his introduction to the first volume
of Beis Shlomo) was the one of the 1oth century’s greatest Halachic authorities. His main work is Beis
Shlomo, a collection of 832 Halachic responsa — carefully argued, scholarly replies to other Rabbis’
queries on issues from all four sections of the Shulchan Aruch (central code of practical Jewish law).
It is considered a classic and authoritative Jewish legal resource to this day, ardently studied in depth

by practicing Rabbis who issue rulings on Jewish law..

HIS MOTHER’S DISTNGUISHED ANCESTRY

Rabbi Shlomo’s virtuous mother, Miryam (d.1852), gave birth to him around the year 1800 in
the town of Nadvorna, Galicia, which belonged to the Austrian Empire (Austria-Hungary). He was
named after his maternal grandfather, the saintly Rabbi Shlomo Segal Landau of Dolina, who was
reputed to hear messages from Heaven. Once, for example, while wearing his talis and tefilin as he
walked to shul on a weekday morning, he stopped in the street to respond to Kedusha, explaining
later that he had heard angels reciting the Kedusha in Heaven!

Rabbi Shlomo Landau was from a long line of distinguished and saintly scholars. His father, Rabbi
Moshe Landau, Rabbi of Lvov (Lemberg), was the son of Rabbi Tzvi Hersh Vitesh of Apta, whose
other sons included Rabbi Yitzchok Landau, Rabbi of Cracow, and Rabbi Yehuda Landau, father of
the renowned Rabbi of Prague, Rabbi Yechezkel Landau (1714-1793), famed as the “Noda Byehuda”
(after his classic volumes of Halachic responsa). Thus, Rabbi Shlomo Landau was a first cousin of

the Noda Byehuda.

Their grandfather, Rabbi Tzvi Hersh Vitesh, in turn, was a son of Rabbi Yechezkel Segal Landau,
communal leader and dayan (Rabbinic judge) of Apta, whose father-in-law was Rabbi Yitzchok
Charif — known as “Reb Itzik Shpitzkopf” — Rabbi of Apta and later of Cracow. Rabbi Tzvi Hersh’s
father-in-law, Rabbi Eliezer, Rabbi of Dubno, son of Rabbi Yissochor Berish of Cracow, was a son

of the famed and saintly Rabbi (Avrohom Yehoshua) Heshel of Cracow (d. 1663), who traced his
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ancestry to Rashi (Rabbi Shlomo Yitzchaki, 1040-1105, the foremost commentator of the TaNaCh
and Talmud).

Thus, on his mother’s side, Rabbi Shlomo Drimmer was of distinguished Rabbinic lineage. It
should be noted that the aforementioned cities — Prague, Cracow, Lvov, Apta and Dubno — were
all prominent Jewish communities in Eastern Europe, which selected Rabbis only of the highest
caliber.

HIS FATHER

His father, Rabbi Yaakov Drimmer — also known as “Reb Yaakov Pollak” (or Pollik)) — was a
wealthy follower of the Chassidic Rebbe, Rabbi Tzvi Hersh of Nadvorna (1740-1802), author of
Tzemach Hashem Latzvi — a disciple of Rabbi Dov Ber, the Maggid of Mezritch (d. 1772) and of Rabbi
Yechiel Michel of Zlotchov (1726-1781), who were both leading disciples of the Baal Shem Tov
(1698-1760), the founder of Chassidism. After Rabbi Tzvi Hersh’s passing, Reb Yaakov became a
follower of his disciple, Rabbi Menachem Mendel Hager of Kosov (1768-1826).

In those days, villages and small towns sometimes employed a shochet not as expert or careful
in observing the rules of shechita (Jewish ritual slaughter) as Jewish law requires. Rabbi Mendel
Kosover felt deep responsibility to ensure high standards of Jewish observance in his region, and he
insisted that every local shochet receive the approval of his own trusted shochet. This aroused great
opposition, particularly from another Chassidic leader, Rabbi Yitzchok of Radvil (d. 1832, son of
Rabbi Yechiel Michal of Zlotchov), who was then Rabbi of Nadvorna, in the same region. Rabbi
Avrohom Yehoshua Heschel (1748-1825), the Rabbi of Apta, one of the most respected Chassidic
Rebbes of the era, took Rabbi Yitzchok’s side in the dispute.

Once Reb Yaakov boldly declared in the Apter Rov’s presence, “Rebbe, if you do everything the
Radviller Chassidim want, you are extending a hand [i.e. giving aid] to sinners!”

The Apter Rov, who tolerated no disrespect, gave Reb Yaakov a sharp look. “Young man, do you

know who you’re talking to? Be careful, or I'll finish you off and turn you into a heap of bones!”
Reb Yaakov recoiled momentarily, for the Apter Rov’s threats were not idle. Thinking quickly, he

replied, “Rebbe, every year we address Hashem with this same phrase in the Ne’ila prayer at the end

of Yom Kippur —“You extend a hand to sinners” — but no one protests. You have heard this just this

'”

once, yet immediately you’ve become offended
The Apter Rov calmed down and said nothing in reply.

Nevertheless, Reb Yaakov was afraid that the Apter Rov’s annoyance might cause him harm, and
he immediately traveled to Kosov to request his Rebbe’s protective blessing. The Kosover reassured
him that no harm would befall him, and added that within a year a son would be born to him, “who
will illuminate the eyes of the Jewish people with his Torah teachings.” Indeed, his son Shlomo was
born within the year.

©
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Rabbi Chayim (1760-1818), Rabbi of Tchenowitz and other communities, author of B’eir Mayim
Chayim and other celebrated Chassidic works, was a disciple of the Apter Rov and other great

Chassidic leaders. He lived in the same region and was also upset with the Kosover Rebbe’s stance
concerning the shoch’tim.

Once Reb Yaakov visited Tchernowitz for Shabbos, and attended Rabbi Chayim’s Shabbos “tisch”
on Friday night, without revealing that he was a follower of the Kosover Rebbe. After imbibing
some wine, he jumped up onto the table and danced gaily, singing songs in honor of the holy
Shabbos! Everyone was curious to know who this visitor was, who dared to dance on their Rebbe’s
table. Rabbi Chayim himself, although actually pleased with the stranger’s sincere Chassidic joy and

fervor, wondered about his bold behavior and asked him from where he came.

Reb Yaakov declared, “Look at the Kosover Chassidim, to whom I belong! “When wine goes in,
secrets come out’” (quoting the Talmud, Eiruvin 65a) — indicating that his joy revealed the inner
Chassidic fervor of Kosover Chassidim.

Later, Rabbi Chayim questioned him on the shoch’tim issue. Reb Yaakov explained his Rebbe’s
viewpoint so well that Rabbi Chayim conceded he was right and withdrew his opposition.

After Rabbi Menachem Mendel’s passing in 1826, Reb Yaakov and his son, Rabbi Shlomo,
became followers of their Rebbe’s son, Rabbi Chayim Hager of Kosov (c. 1795-1854), author of
Toras Chayim.

Thus Rabbi Shlomo was born into a family distinguished not only by its lineage but also by
its devotion to Chassidus and its leaders. Reb Yaakov passed away in 1854-1855 (as Rabbi Shlomo
indicates in the title written after his father’s name in his signature at the end of several responsa in

Beis Shlomo).

HISTORAHTEACHERS

Rabbi Shlomo’s mainTorah teacher was the brilliant scholar, Rabbi Avrohom Dovid (1771-1840),
Rabbi of Buczacz, himself a native of Nadvorna and disciple of great Chassidic leaders. He was a
prodigious writer of scholarly insights, who authored many learned works on most areas of Halacha
and other Torah subjects. He regarded Rabbi Shlomo as one of his most outstanding students, and
Rabbi Shlomo, in turn, often mentions his teacher with deep reverence in many of his Halachic

responsa, always respecting his rulings.

Another of Rabbi Shlomo’s teachers was the great scholar, Rabbi Aharon Moshe Taubs, Rabbi of
Sniyatin and of Jasi, author of Toafos R’eim and Karnei R’eim. He also studied under the great scholar
and Kabbalist, Rabbi Noson Nota Klitzer, Rabbi of Pudheitz.

‘ ‘ Master Drimer Sivan 5771 English side.indd 8 @

6/19/2011 9:49:13 PM ‘ ‘



Uvobiom and Nechama Rochel Diimmern

MARRIAGE

Rabbi Shlomo married the daughter of Rabbi Moshe Menachem Mendel, a follower of the Apter
Rov. In a responsum (Yoreh Dei’a II, #117), he quotes a ruling of the Apter Rov concerning certain
cases of circumcision, that he had heard several times from his father-in-law,.

Following his marriage, Rabbi Shlomo went into business and, with his brilliant mind, enjoyed
great success. Several years later, however, at the urging of his Rebbe, Rabbi Chayim Kosover, he left
the world of business to accept a Rabbinic position.

In later years, after his first wife passed away, Rabbi Shlomo remarried. His second wife was the
daughter of the great scholar Rabbi Tzvi Hersh Grossman, Rabbi of Delyatin.

RABBINIC APPOINTMENT

In 1834, Rabbi Shlomo was appointed Rabbi of the important city of Skola, where he resided for
the rest of his life, almost 40 years, becoming known as the “Skoler Rov.”

A grandson of Rabbi Shlomo, Reb Mendel Kostiner, told the following story, which has bearing
on his grandfather’s appointment as Rabbi:

Many years later, after the passing of his Rebbe, Rabbi Chayim Kosover (in 1854), Rabbi
Shlomo became very sick. One night he dreamt he was standing before the Heavenly Court. He
was apprehensive, feeling he must have been summoned there for issuing some incorrect Halachic
ruling. Suddenly, a door opened and Rabbi Chayim Kosover appeared. Rabbi Shlomo felt a twinge
of resentment, for it was his Rebbe who had persuaded him to accept the Rabbbinic position, and
now, apparently as a result, Rabbi Shlomo had been summoned before the Court.

In the dream, his Rebbe approached him and placed a large raisin in his hand. Rabbi Shlomo
awoke, holding the raisin! After he ate half the raisin, he became completely healed. Later he gave
the other half raisin to his children, who preserved it for many years as a sacred object that provided
Divine protection.

HIS REBBES — 1) THE “TORAS CHAYIM” OF KOSOV

As noted, Rabbi Shlomo was a devoted follower of Rabbi Chayim Hager, the Rebbe of Kosov,
author of Toras Chayim, before whom he stood in awe as a servant before his master. Whenever he
visited Kosoyv, if anyone asked him questions on Torah law, Rabbi Shlomo refused to give a ruling,
explaining that, when in close proximity with the Rebbe, he was so overwhelmed with awe and
reverence that he was unable to concentrate properly on determining the correct Halachic ruling!

The Rebbe, in turn, held Rabbi Shlomo in the highest esteem. One example occurred when
the Skoler Rov visited Kosov for Yom Kippur. On that holy day, many are accustomed to stay in
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shul all night to study Torah, sleeping only minimally. Indeed, the Rebbe’s shul in Kosov was full

of Chassidim — some of whom remained because they had nowhere else to sleep. The Rebbe was
accustomed to walk through the shul on Yom Kippur night to gaze at the faces of his Chassidim as
they studied or slept, sometimes requesting that some individual be awoken. Once, as he walked
through, he noticed Rabbi Shlomo asleep on a chair. The Rebbe’s attendant wanted to awaken him
to offer him a place to sleep in bed, but the Rebbe warned not to touch him.

“G-d forbid!” the Rebbe admonished. “Don’t you know that he studies Torah for its own sake?”

(Studying Torah for its own sake, not for self-aggrandizement or intellectual gratification but to
become closer to G-d by fulfilling His will, is the highest level of Torah study.)

On one occasion, in the presence of his Chassidim, some of whom were Torah scholars, the
Kosover Rebbe mentioned a ruling of the L'vush (an important Halachic code by Rabbi Mordechai
Yofeh, c. 1535-1612) concerning the kind of cup permissible to use for ritually washing one’s hands
before eating bread etc. The Rebbe said he was inclined to rule in accordance with this minority
Halachic opinion.

Present was an outstanding Torah scholar named Reb Zalman who found his Rebbe’s
pronouncement problematic, for the Magein Avrohom (by Rabbi Avrohom Gombiner, 1634-1682),
a principal commentary on the first section of the Shulchan Aruch, rules against the L'vush on this
point, as do most later Halachic authorities. But he dared not make any comment in the Rebbe’s
presence. He decided that since Rabbi Shlomo, the Skoler Rov, was soon to visit Kosov, and the
Rebbe probably would repeat his unusual ruling in that renowned Rabbi’s presence, Rabbi Shlomo
would surely comment to the Rebbe about it.

Indeed, Rabbi Shlomo came to Kosov for Shabbos, and the Rebbe repeated what he had said. But
Rabbi Shlomo made no comment. Reb Zalman was astonished and later asked why he had accepted

the Rebbe’s words without comment: Surely they were contrary to the Halacha?

“Have you ever seen the Rebbe washing his hands with such a cup as the I'vush permits?” Rabbi
Shlomo asked. “In actual practice, the Rebbe never follows this ruling. But this must surely have
been an opportunity for the Rebbe to rectify some soul departed from this world. Accordingly, I

didn’t dare to contradict his words, for that could ruin what he desired to accomplish and rectify!”

Once the Kosover Rebbe spent Shabbos in the town of Zalistchik, and Rabbi Shlomo came to visit
him there. The town’s large shul had a ladies section that was too small, and shul officials wanted to
extend it by using part of the men’s section. Some community members had questioned whether
the Halacha permits this. The Rebbe asked Rabbi Shlomo not to attend his Shabbos “tisch” that Friday
evening but instead to spend the night delving into the issue to try and find a Halachic basis for
permitting it. Indeed, that night he examined the issue and found it to be permissible, as explained in
his lengthy responsum (Beis Shlomo, Orach Chayim 1, #28).The Kosover Rebbe confirmed that Rabbi
Shlomo has indeed ruled correctly, and gave him his blessing that his Torah works be universally
accepted among Jews.

The Kosover Rebbe headed his region’s “Collel” Charity collection organization for support of poor

10
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Torah scholars in the Holy Land and their families. When a dispute arose concerning distribution of
funds, it was decided to settle it by a din Torah (Halachic court case) of “ZaBLA” — meaning that each
side selected one judge, responsible for representing its arguments properly, and the two selected
judges together then chose a neutral third judge. Rabbi Shlomo Drimmer was selected to represent
Kosov’s side in that dispute.

A grandson of the Kosover Rebbe, Rabbi Yisroel Hager (1860-1936) — the renowned Vishnitzer
Rebbe, known by the name of his collection of Torah insights, AhavasYisroel —related the following:
His grandfather was once discussing with Rabbi Shlomo Skoler the passing of Rabbi Shimon bar
Yochai (the renowned sage of the Mishna), whose passing was on Lag Ba’omer, 33rd day of the
counting of the Omer, the fifth day of its fifth week, which corresponds, in Kabbalistic terms, to the
sefira (Divine attribute) of Hod-within-Hod. Rabbi Shlomo expressed his opinion that Rabbi Shimon
ben Yochai had selected that date for his eventual passing specifically because of that sefira’s unique

qualities.

“My grandfather,” said the Vishnitzer Rebbe, “commented that he considered Hod-within-Y’sod [a
week after Lag Ba’omer], too, to be a special date. Indeed, several years later, my grandfather passed

away on that very date, the 40th day of the Omer [25‘[h Iyar, 5614-1854]!”

In Yashreish Yaakov, Rabbi Shlomo’s classic work on the Talmudic tractate Y’vomos, he quotes an
explanation of a certain passage in the tractate in the name of his Rebbe, Rabbi Chayim Kosover,

who by then had passed away.

Although the Toras Chayim was Rabbi Shlomo’s main Rebbe, he also became close, during the
later years of his Rebbe’s life, to the renowned Ruzhiner Rebbe, as related further.

HIS REBBES — 2) THE “TZEMACHTZADDIK” OF VISHNITZ

After the passing of the Toras Chayim of Kosov, Rabbi Shlomo did not visit his Rebbe’s son, Rabbi
Menachem Mendel Hager (1830-1884) — known by the name of his collection of Torah insights,
Tzemach Tzaddik. He was the Rabbi of Vishnitz (next to Kosov), where he established his court.
Rabbi Shlomo’s initial reluctance to visit him may have been due to the Vishnitzer’s youth — he was
just 24 when his father passed away.

Once, Rabbi Shlomo was asked a complicated question concerning a couple who, depending on
his ruling, might have been compelled to separate according to the Halacha. He labored hard but
could find no resolution, and became deeply troubled that he might have to issue the severe ruling
that they must separate.

One night, Rabbi Shlomo’s Rebbe, the Toras Chayim, appeared to him in a dream and asked why
he was so distressed. He assured him that there was no need to despair. “If you find no solution in
the Halacha, you travel to visit a tzaddik [saintly Rebbe], and plead to be relieved of the problem, and
that itself will accomplish the relief you seek!” According to other versions of this story, his Rebbe
explicitly asked why he didn’t visit his son in Vishnitz.

©
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Rabbi Shlomo was deeply moved by this dream. Since it was close to the holiday of Shovuos, he

traveled to Vishnitz for the holiday. After morning prayers, Rabbi Shlomo was among prominent
Chassidim invited to the Rebbe’s Kiddush and dairy meal customarily eaten by Jews on Shovuos.
Present there was the Toras Chayim’s widow, Rebbetzin Tzippora, who, although she still resided in
Kosov, was staying in Vishnitz for the holiday. She was known as a saintly woman of exalted status
— the renowned holy Rebbe, Rabbi Meir’l Premishlaner (1783-1850), had once said of her that her

influence was considerable even in Heaven!

“Skoler Rov,” she asked him, “until my companion [i.e. husband] came to tell you, didn’t you
know where there is a tzaddik?” (Or, according to another version, “Why did you have to bother my

companion to tell you to visit my son? Couldn’t you come otherwise?”)

Later, when Rabbi Shlomo went in to meet her son, the Vishnitzer Rebbe, the latter smiled and

»

said, “Women talk a lot! If they know something, they have to tell it immediately!
(Other versions of this story differ from the above in various details.)

On one occasion, when the Vishnitzer Rebbe traveled away from home for a while, his mother
decided to donate her jewelry to charity, without specifying to which one. When her son returned,
she asked him to which charity she ought to contribute. This question was addressed to Rabbi
Shlomo, and his Beis Shlomo includes his Halachic responsum (Yoreh Dei’a Il, #106), where he opined
that she should give a third of the money to the poor of the Holy Land.

® Another of Rabbi Shlomo’s responsa appears not only in Beis Shlomo but is also quoted in full ®
in the collected responsa of another Halachic authority. There, however, it includes an additional
passage that quotes an explanation of the Vishnitzer Rebbe — the Tzemach Tzaddik — concerning the
greatness of circumcision: Since circumcision involves some element of danger, he writes in the
Rebbe’s name, it is analogous to reading the Sh’ma, in which one devotes one’s life to G-d with utter
submission and self-sacrifice.

In recent years, the journal Vishnitz has published from manuscript hitherto unpublished Torah
insights heard from the Tzemach Tzaddik of Vishnitz. A later issue adduced various proofs to show
that the manuscript was written by Rabbi Shlomo. The fact that he labored to record these Torah
insights reveals that his devotion to his Rebbe’s son (who was 30 years his junior) was by no means
superficial or just out of respect but was that of a Chossid to a Rebbe.

It is recorded that Rabbi Shlomo tested the Tzemach Tzaddik’s son, Rabbi Yisroel of Vishnitz,
author of AhavasYisroel, on the Torah laws studied for semicha (Rabbinic ordination). Since, when
Rabbi Shlomo passed away, the AhavasYisroel was only 12 years old, his Torah knowledge at that early
age must have been prodigious!

HIS REBBES — 3) RABBIYISROEL OF RUZHIN

As noted, Rabbi Shlomo had previously become close to the Vishnitzer Rebbe’s father-in-

a\,
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law, the renowned Rebbe, Rabbi Yisroel Friedman of Ruzhin (1796-1850). A great-grandson of
Rabbi Dov Ber, the Maggid of Mezritch (d. 1772), who succeeded Rabbi Yisroel Baal Shem Tov
(1698-1760) as the leader of the Chassidic movement, the Ruzhiner had been one of the leading
Rebbes in the Russian Empire.

In 1838, the Ruzhiner was imprisoned by the Czarist government on various charges. Released
after 22 months, he was kept under constant surveillance, and it was learned that the government
would exile him to Siberia. He moved to Kishinev, in Bessarabia (Moldava), from where he escaped
across the border into the Austrian Empire. Russia requested Austria for his extradition, but
eventually he was permitted to remain. In his new homeland, the Rebbe was universally respected
by all Rabbis and Chassidic leaders, many of whom came to visit him, even from as far away as

central Poland and Germany.

Soon after the Ruzhiner’s escape in 1841, he lived for a while in Skola, before eventually
establishing his court in Sadigora. When he first met Rabbi Shlomo, the Rabbi of Skola, the Rebbe
exclaimed that this was the first Rov he had met [according to another version, the first Rov he had
met in the Austrian Empire] in whom he “perceived the tzelem Elokim — the “Divine image” — at its

fullest state of perfection!”

The Rebbe esteemed Rabbi Shlomo greatly. One example was when, after the Rebbe’s first wife
passed away in 1847, he remarried on 1848. He requested Rabbi Shlomo to conduct the wedding
ceremony (as m’sader kiddushin). It is related that when, prior to the ceremony, the Rebbe met with
him privately to tell him personal details in connection with his remarriage, Rabbi Shlomo was so
overwhelmed by what the Rebbe told him that he passed out!

While the Ruzhiner lived in Skola, Rabbi Shlomo once came to meet him. He found the Rebbe
seated, gazing at a burning yohrtzeit (memorial) candle that stood on the table. The Rebbe remarked,
“When one looks at the candle, one can perceive the [departed] soul!” Hearing this, Rabbi Shlomo
was suddenly so overwhelmed with awe that he hurried to leave, but was so confused by the
experience that he couldn’t find the door!

The following anecdote reveals Rabbi Shlomo’s sense of utter submission before the Ruzhiner:
Once, the Rebbe sent to call him. His attendant gave Rabbi Shlomo the message without realizing
that the Rabbi was then praying the shmoneh-esrei prayer, when one is considered to be standing
before G-d and the Halacha normally forbids any interruption. Nevertheless, Rabbi Shlomo
immediately stopped his prayer to go to meet the Rebbe. When he returned, he was asked how he,
a prominent Rabbi exemplary in his careful Halachic observance, could have done what is normally
prohibited. He explained that the Talmud explicitly directs us to interrupt even this holy prayer
in cases of danger, such as if a scorpion is close by. Since the Mishna (Avos 2:10) states, “Warm
yourself by the fire of the Sages, but beware of their glowing embers, for... their sting is the sting
of a scorpion...,” and the Rebbe was one of the great Sages of the generation, Rabbi Shlomo felt
compelled to interrupt his prayer to obey the Rebbe’s command. “I have followed the Halacha,” he
insisted, “for if the Rebbe called me in now, it must certainly have been for an exalted reason!”

On another occasion, Rabbi Shlomo was present at the Ruzhiner’s Shabbos “tisch” and noticed that

13

‘ ‘ Master Drimer Sivan 5771 English side.indd 13 @

6/19/2011 9:49:14 PM ‘ ‘



0 Memento from the wedding - Juesday, 26th ¢f Sivan, 5771

the Rebbe, when he washed his hands before the meal, did not spread the water around each hand
with his other hand, as required by Halacha. If this is not done, the washing is still valid, but Rabbi
Shlomo wondered why the Rebbe had not done it.

The Rebbe finished his blessing on the bread and ate the minimum required amount. He started

speaking about Rabbi Boruch of Mezibuzh (1753-1811), a respected grandson of the Baal Shem Tov:

“Reb Boruch’l was known to be short-tempered. His attendant, who feared his temper, used to
ask him concerning every detail of the household affairs, particularly about what to prepare and cook
for breakfast. On one occasion, the Rebbe didn’t reply, and his attendant awaited his instructions.
Reb Boruch’l went to pray in shul, and his attendant followed. When the Rebbe donned his talis and
tefilin, and started to recite his prayers, reaching ‘Boruch she’omar...” — after which it is forbidden to
interrupt the prayers with speech — the attendant despaired of getting a reply until after the prayers.
But when Reb Boruch’l reached ‘Boruch. . .yotzer or..., he gestured with his finger to his attendant,
who understood what he meant and happily returned home to prepare breakfast.”

The Ruzhiner turned to Rabbi Shlomo. “What do you say, is what Reb Boruch’l did in accordance
with the Halacha?”

Rabbi Shlomo was amazed to realize that the Rebbe was aware of his private thoughts questioning
the Halachic Valiclity of the Rebbe’s conduct. Later he related this incident to others.

The following remarkable story appears in several sources:

While the Ruzhiner was in Skola, the Chassidim once awaited him late on Friday to come into
shul for Shabbos evening prayers. But the Rebbe did not appear at his usual time. As darkness started
to fall, the Chassidim became increasingly curious.

Suddenly, the Rebbe’s attendant came out and told Rabbi Shlomo the Rebbe wanted to see him.
When he entered, the Rebbe asked him to be seated, for he had something important to discuss.
Rabbi Shlomo realized that, if the Rebbe had called him in at such a time, particularly when so many
Jews waited outside and were delaying their Shabbos prayers until the Rebbe’s appearance, it must
be for some urgent purpose that could not wait.

The Rebbe told him about one of his Chassidim, a man of great wealth. Realizing he had been
endowed from Heaven with wealth for the sake of helping others, he acted most generously to all
who were in need. His home was open for the poor and unfortunate, and he personally participated
in caring for their needs. Whoever needed interest-free loans, even for large sums, knew he could
receive it from him. His honesty was impeccable, and many who sought a sound investment

entrusted him with their funds. He was also meticulous in observing all other mitzvos.

This wealthy man was a contractor, with close connections in government circles and the

aristocracy. Often he built mansions for members of the nobility and government ministers, for
which he was paid handsomely. Once he succeeded in receiving a government contract to construct
a highway several hundred miles long. Knowing it would require considerable funding for much
greater stocks of construction materials and employment of many more workers than usual, he
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took loans from many wealthy acquaintances. Many others who were less than wealthy eagerly
offered him all their available funds, feeling it was a guaranteed investment — for surely the Imperial
government would have no problem paying.

After amassing the materials he needed and commissioning the required workers, he was due
to sign the contract with senior officials at a certain government office. On checking the specified
signing date, however, he was shocked to realize it was on a Shabbos. All his efforts to change the
date failed, even when he traveled to the capital to plead his case. The government officials, who
harbored little love for Jews, were full of glee at his discomfiture. If he did not appear to sign at the
required time, he was told, the contract would be awarded to someone else.

The man was beside himself with distress. If all the funds he stood to lose were his own, he would
not mind. But vast sums belonging to others were involved. Could he imperil all their funds because
of Shabbos? In his mind’s eye, he already saw all his many creditors shaking their fists at him as they
charged him with robbery and naivety for being so religious at their expense!

“Why didn’t he discuss it with a Rov? And why didn’t he come to us,” asked the Ruzhiner Rebbe,
referring to himself, “so that we could help him in a ‘miraculous’ manner?”

Unfortunately, he was overwhelmed by his concern at what would likely happen if he lost all the
funds belonging to others, and with the thought of how he would ever forgive himself.

Finally, the Shabbos arrived. He prepared himself for the holy day as usual, prayed the Shabbos
evening prayers and ate his Shabbos meal. Early next morning he walked to the government office,
signed the contract, shook hands with all the officials, and hurried off to shul. Praying there with
all his heart, he begged Divine forgiveness for this first-time-ever profanation of Shabbos, vowing it
would never recur. Indeed, besides that single signature, he did nothing else forbidden even on that
Shabbos, nor on any later Shabbos.

After Shabbos, he pledged large percentages of his profits from this project for charity. Following
its completion and receipt of the hefty payment, he paid off all his debts down to the last penny and
fulfilled all his pledges to charity.

Today, the Rebbe related, this wealthy man passed away and was buried before Shabbos — meaning,
as the Talmud says, that he was spared suffering. Now he stands before the Heavenly Court. He has
no shortage of advocates on his behalf, because of his multitude of good deeds. But one accuser
stands on the other side, arguing that his one deliberate profanation of the holy Shabbos — a most
serious transgression — should weigh the scales down the other way. After all, he argues, “this is the
World of Truth. Can we let this pass without retribution?”

When the departed soul realized his misfortune, he asked permission to enlist the aid of his
Rebbe, the Ruzhiner. “As you are well aware,” the Rebbe said to Rabbi Shlomo, “we never forget
any Chossid of ours. Although he acted improperly, for he shouldn’t have made that decision without
consulting with us, nevertheless, what he did has already happened..

“We began to plead his case before the Heavenly Court, but the accuser brought strong arguments
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and refused to back down. Finally, the Court issued a ruling that since “Torah is not in Heaven,’ the

decision must be made by a great Rov and Halachic authority in this physical world. But since Shabbos
is about to start, and ‘capital cases are not judged on Shabbos,” only a few moments are left to decide
this case, so that if he is acquitted of his offence, he may then proceed to his eternal rest immediately
as Shabbos starts.

“And now,” concluded the Rebbe, “you should be aware, Skoler Rov, that the Heavenly Court
follows your Halachic rulings, for you are the strong pillar of Halachic ruling, and all your Torah
study is for the sake of the Torah itself. Please examine this case and issue your ruling now, because
we cannot go to receive the Shabbos before this man’s case is decided one way or the other. But don’t

. »
waste any time...

Rabbi Shlomo sat deep in thought. Clearly this was no minor matter. His ruling now would
decide the fate of a soul standing before the Heavenly Court!

Indeed, profaning the Shabbos was serious, particularly for someone aware of this transgression’s
severity. On the other hand, the man had felt himself to be under compulsion in this case, for he had
made every effort to avoid reaching that point, but without success. With his vast scholarship, Rabbi
Shlomo succeeded in finding several approaches to minimizing his sin, at least according to some
Halachic opinions, especially by taking into consideration the extenuating circumstances, so that
the act of signing should not be considered a deliberate transgression according to the Torah itself.
Furthermore, after the fact, the man had felt genuine remorse, taking care not to repeat the sin, and
his teshuva (repentance), together now with his death, could be considered as sufficient atonement
for this serious sin. Accordingly, Rabbi Shlomo concluded, the man may go to his eternal rest!

As soon as he completed his ruling, the Rebbe arose from his seat. “Thank you, Skoler Rov.
The Heavenly Court has already issued its decision to acquit this departed soul, and he has already
been led into Gan Eiden [Paradise] to enjoy the reward for his good deeds. Fortunate is he who is
privileged to go to his rest immediately before Shabbos! And you, Skoler Rov, fortunate are you
for your share in vanquishing the heavenly accuser by the power of your Torah study! Now we can

immediately go to receive the Shabbos, which is already awaited in Heaven.”

Beis Shlomo includes a responsum (Yoreh Dei’a II, #125) that starts, “Regarding what the honored
Rabbi, the holy tzaddik, may you be well, informed me in your holy letter, that the sages of the
Sefardim and of Lithuania [who had immigrated to the Holy Land] had desired, on the day before
Pesach, to offer the Pesach sacrifice while in a state of impurity...” It is known that this responsum
was addressed to the Ruzhiner Rebbe.

HIS REBBES - 4) RABBI DOVID MOSHE OFTCHORTKOV

After the Ruzhiner’s untimely passing in 1850, Rabbi Shlomo occasionally visited one of his
sons, Rabbi Dovid Moshe of Tchortkov (1827-1903), who held him in high esteem. An example
was when the Tchortkover Rebbe’s son (and eventual successor), Rabbi Yisroel (1854-1933), was
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called to the Torah on the Shabbos before his marriage. Rabbi Dovid Moshe’s custom was to listen
to the Torah reading from a private room adjacent to the shul. After his son’s aliya, the Rebbe came
out — which he never normally did at that point in the prayers — and walked over to Rabbi Shlomo,
who had come to participate in the celebration and was sitting at his respected place by the eastern
wall. The Rebbe took Rabbi Shlomo’s arm and led him to the bema (Torah-reading platform) to bless
the young groom and future Rebbe!

The young RabbiYisroel, even in his youth, was aTorah prodigy. When he was just 14 years
old, he once had a profound scholarly discussion with Rabbi Shlomo, asking him a weighty question
on a renowned commentary on Yorah Dei’a. After a lengthy discussion, the Skoler Rov promised to

send him a detailed written response, which he did on his return home

But the young man was not satisfied with Rabbi Shlomo’s response, and started writing his
objections in reply. In the middle, RabbiYisroel’s father, the Rebbe, entered and asked what he was
writing. When his son explained, the Tchortkover told him, “I don’t want you to be a ‘baal teshuva’!
It’s not our way” (i.e. not the custom of their distinguished family). The normal meaning of “baal
teshuva,” of course, is a “penitent” (one who repents), Here, however, the Rebbe meant one who
writes a “teshuva” — a Halachic response. The young man obeyed his father and asked his attendant,
Rabbi Aharon Dahl, himself a respected Torah scholar, to reply for him. Rabbi Shlomo replied a
second time to clarify what he had written in his first response. Both of his responsa appear in Beis

Shlomo (Yoreh Dei’a 1, #184-185).

HIS LIFE AND PERSONALITY
Rabbi Shlomo did not enjoy an easy life.

In one of his early published responsa on the complex laws of agunos (Even Ha’ezer, #29), he
writes, in his great humility, “I know my lowly worth, at home I have neither food nor clothing, 1
am young in age, I have not reached [the level of issuing rulings on difficult subjects]... Perhaps,
because of the depth of the subject and my own shortage of understanding, I may come, G-d forbid,
to great error. However, I do not come to determine the actual Halacha in practice, but to submit
the case [of the unfortunate woman in question] before the great scholars of the generation...
Nevertheless, I cannot escape attempting to fathom her case in Halachic terms — but not for actual
practice — in accordance with my weak judgment. Since, at that time, she was within my region...
it devolved upon me, [despite being] so young, to commence the act of rescuing her...”

In many responsa written in his later years, Rabbi Shlomo mentions his physical weakness
and frequent sickness: “My heart is not with me in the heat of my sickness,”“l am extremely weak,”
“My strength is failing seriously,” “Writing is very difficult for me and is also very harmful for the
preservation of my physical health,” “Since my strength is failing seriously, and I am undergoing
medical care, I cannot [write] at greater length,” “My toothache has become more intense to a
terrible extent,”“I have become very sick because of my pain,”“My heart is not with me because of
the intense toothache.”

©
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In some places he refers to other troubles, without going into detail: “Besides my physical

weakness, I am also — because of my many sins — loaded with troubles,” “Because of my many sins,
my heart is not with me, due to negative causes; my eyes yearn for Divine mercy,” and many similar
quotes. In a responsum written in 1858, he is more specific, “My heart is not with me because my
young son, may he live, has not recovered — may G-d send him the help he needs. .. and heal him

speedily.”

In winter, 1843, he refers several times to a fire that apparently burned his Torah books. In
one responsum, he goes into detail, “Although I know my lowly worth, especially now that I have
been left without Rabbinic books after the fire that G-d caused to burn in our location, and ‘a
craftsman cannot function without his tools,’ particularly for such major matters.” (Despite his lack
of scholarly works, however, he wrote a lengthy, 17-chapter responsum, with amazing erudition

and depth of scholarship — all based, apparently, on his prodigious memory.)

A grandson related that Rabbi Shlomo’s siddur (prayer book) was literally wet with the tears
he shed during his prayers! For Pesach, he related, Rabbi Shlomo’s stringencies to avoid chometz

(leaven) were boundless — reflecting his deep yiras Shomayim (religious devotion).

Once, when a resident of a village near Skola came into town for market day, he addressed
a question to Rabbi Shlomo, concerning his marital life. After receiving the Rabbi’s positive ruling,
he returned home. Later that day, the Rabbi reconsidered that his ruling may have been incorrect,
and he commissioned a fast rider to rush to the village to tell the man not to act upon his ruling,
Meanwhile, however, Rabbi Shlomo was so perturbed that perhaps the man had acted improperly
as a result of his ruling that his trembling caused two of his teeth to fall out!

In one responsum, Rabbi Shlomo replies to another Rabbi, “There is no need to make a
public commotion because of this [issue]. Perhaps the transgression of embarrassing others publicly

is more serious that any monetary loss involved.”

HIS HALACHIC AUTHORITY

During his lifetime, particularly during his later years, Rabbi Shlomo was considered a pre-
eminent Halachic authority throughout Eastern Europe. In a responsum to his son-in-law he writes,
“Due to my multitude of preoccupations — especially since, in these times, they have loaded upon
me from all places, close and far, to expound, to rule for them on the Divine laws on various
subjects, and most of these are urgently needed for actual practice — I have been unable to study
your letter until today, when I [was able to] study it for a while.”

In another responsum Rabbi Shlomo writes, “I will not write at length with complex discussions,
since [ am kept busy from all sides, both to reply to those who send questions from afar, desiring to
draw upon the ‘waters of my cistern’ [i.e. my learning], [in addition to] my set study schedules and
the affairs of the community.”

In yet another responsum he writes, “I received your letter almost four weeks ago, but when it
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reached me, I was very busy composing responses to urgent matters that could not wait. Afterwards
[ traveled away from home twice, remaining away each time for several days. When I arrived home,
I found many letters, from several places, which were urgent for me to answer, because they could
not wait. Also, I felt very weak. Therefore I have not studied your responsum until now. Even now I
am not free and my preoccupations are many, way over my head, besides my physical weakness, so
I could not reply to your words, and I am answering [now] only what is relevant to practical law, in
accordance with my humble opinion.”

Nevertheless, when the matter was truly urgent, Rabbi Shlomo did not delay his reply, as he
wrote in another responsum, “As is known, it is impossible to delay from dealing with this great

mitzva [of that particular case] even for one hour...”

Rabbi Shlomo was very precise in his language, as he writes in one responsum, “I [write] precisely
with careful precision. All my words are without any involved or devious language.” In another, he
closes with the admonition, “You should read my words with deliberation.”

ESTEEM BY GREAT CONTEMPORARIES

Rabbi Shlomo was highly esteemed by the great Rabbis of his era. The first Belzer Rebbe, the
renowned “Sar Sholom” (1779-1855), said of Rabbi Shlomo that he studied Torah “for its own sake.”
The holy Rabbi Meir of Premishlan (1783-1850) noted that on the verse, “Justice, justice, shall you
pursue” (D’vorim (16:20), our Sages say it means “[Seek] a worthy beis din” [Rabbinic court]. In his
day, Reb Meir’l said, it meant “Go to Rabbi Shlomo in Skola!”

The Tzanzer Rov, Rabbi Chayim Halberstam (1707-1875), one of the greatest Chassidic Rebbes
and Halachic authorities of his generation, wrote in one of his works, “The ruling should follow
the Beis Shlomo, who was an expert Halachic authority, and it is proper to rely upon him even in
the most serious cases, as I have heard from tzaddikim [i.e. Rebbes] of the previous generation.” In
another responsum he wrote the following remarkable words, “...”Who can understand the secret
logic of great scholars such as the mighty Halachic authority, the author of Beis Shlomo, to fathom his
holy opinion on subjects that are concealed from us?”

Rabbis of many communities sent Rabbi Shlomo queries on their most difficult issues. Here are

just a few anecdotes:

He corresponded with the renowned scholars, Rabbi Yosef Shaul Natansohn (d. 1875), Rabbi of
Lemburg (Lvov), and his brother-in-law, Rabbi Mordechai Z’ev Halevi Ettinga, authors of M’forshei
Hayam and other learned works. In the former’s response to Rabbi Shlomo’s first letter, he writes
that “you have shown [there] your erudition in the works of the acharonim [later Halachic authorities],
both recent and classic. In fact, for many years I have heard your good reputation, and now I have
seen [this example of your learning] and enjoyed it greatly. I have decided to gather bright lights
from among your pleasant words, and I will not contradict [your] genuine words of truth, for I will
not say what our Sages have said that ‘a wise man’s question is half the answer,” but that [in your case]
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it is the entire answer, because many points that have occurred to me I have found in your words,

and it remains for me [to gather] only a few ‘berries at the treetop’...”

After publication of Beis Shlomo’s first volumes, Rabbi Mordechai Z’ev Ettinga wrote to his son,
“This holy composition, the three volumes of responsa Beis Shlomo by your honored father, the great
scholar, the ‘illumination of the exile’ — I have read through [them] again and again and it is like
honey in my mouth for sweetness, for indeed his good reputation was known to be exalted and the
world has been illuminated by his glory. I have advanced beyond what I previously had heard now
that I have seen [these] precious jewels which precisely reflect Torah truth, for ‘G-d is with him,’
[meaning, as our Sages say] the Halacha follows his rulings.”

Rabbi Shlomo was acquainted with the renowned scholar, Rabbi Yaakov Wiedenfeld, the Rabbi
of Harimlov and author of Kochov Miyaakov. Reb Yankele Harimlover, as he was known, was several
years his junior, but Rabbi Shlomo respected his depth of learning. Sometimes the two were invited
to serve together on a beis din (Rabbinic court) at a din Torah. On one such occasion, after Rabbi
Shlomo expressed his opinion, Reb Yankele argued against him, bringing proofs to counter Rabbi
Shlomo’s arguments. A heated dispute ensued, until Rabbi Shlomo asked RabbiYaakov to come into
the next room, and challenged him, “Young man!There’s no one here but us and the Creator. Admit
that what I have said is correct!” Reb Yankele, who apparently had argued more theoretically than
out of conviction that he was right, readily admitted, in his honesty, that Rabbi Shlomo was right,
and even begged his forgiveness.

On another occasion, an involved Halachic question was brought before them. Rabbi Shlomo
remarked that it was a frequent question which, in a number of variations, had often been discussed
in the literature of Halachic responsa. “But surely the Harimlover Rov will reveal a new source [in

Torah literature] for approaching a resolution for this particular question.”

Indeed, Reb Yankele indicated a possible source in the Tos’fos commentary on the Talmud in
Eiruvin, which seemed to be discussing a somewhat analogous situation. Rabbi Shlomo was deeply
impressed by this unexpected reference.

They continued to discuss other Halachic issues, and Rabbi Shlomo was so impressed that he
exclaimed, “Whoever wants to get some idea of who was Rabbi Yonoson Eibeschutz, let him come
and get to know the Harimlover Rov!” Rabbi Yonoson Eibeschutz (1690-1764), Rabbi of Prague,
Metz and Hamburg, and celebrated author of UrumV’tumim and many other works on a wide array
of Torah subjects, was renowned for his depth of logic.

ESTEEM BY LATER AUTHORITIES

All the published works of the Rabbis of Galicia in his own and later generations regularly quoted
and discussed Rabbi Shlomo’s rulings, as do Halachic authorities of all communities until today.
In the new edition of Beis Shlomo, their comments, which regard Rabbi Shlomo’s rulings with the
greatest respect, are quoted at length in footnotes.

©
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Rabbi Meir Arik (d. 1925), Rabbi of Yazlovitch, Butchatch and Turna, a disciple of Rabbi Yaakov
Harimlover, was one of the greatest scholars of pre-World War Il Galicia. He once said that previously
the Noda BYehuda (Rabbi Yechezkel Landau, renowned Rabbi of Prague, 1714-1793) had been the
Halachic authority of his generation. In the following generation, it was the highly regarded Chasam
Sofer (Rabbi Moshe Schreiber, renowned Rabbi of Pressburg, Slovakia, 1763-1839). Following his
passing, continued Rabbi Meir, the Halachic authority of the generation was the Beis Shlomo.

Rabbi Meir Arik also stated that the responsa in Beis Shlomo are “as powerful [i.e. firmly based
and strongly argued] as the responsa of the Chasam Sofer, and sometimes even more powerful!” On
another occasion he said that the Beis Shlomo was to be considered “a final version of the Chasam
Sofer” A nephew of Rabbi Meir quoted him as saying that his teacher in understanding the profundity
of Talmudic subjects was Rabbi Yaakov Harimlover, while his teacher in learning how to rule on
Halachic questions was the Beis Shlomo.

The highly regarded Tchebiner Rov, Rabbi Dov Berish Wiedenfeld (1879-1965), son of Rabbi

Yaakov Harimlover, used to refer to Rabbi Shlomo as “the Galician Chasam Sofer.”

Another prominent authority, the Rabbi of Tchimpa, author of Tiferes Adam, quoted important
Rabbis of the previous generation as saying that the Beis Shlomo was considered as great as the Noda
BYehuda in his generation.

One of the greatest Torah authorities and Chassidic Rebbes of the pre-World War II era was
Rabbi Chayim EI’ozor, Rabbi of Munkatch (1872-1937). In one of his responsa in Minchas EI’ozor he
writes: “The great scholar, [author of] Beis Shlomo, was one of the leading columns of Halachic ruling

among the acharonim [later authorities] in the previous generation.”

Rabbi Yisroel Meir Hakohein of Radin (1839-1933), renowned as the Chofetz Chayim, after one
of his major works, authored Mishna B’rura, the popular practical commentary on Shulchan Aruch
Orach Chayim. In that work he rarely quotes responsa of the later generations, yet he does quote Beis

Shlomo in at least four places and relies upon its Halachic rulings.

Rabbi Avrohom Yishaya Karelitz (1879-1954), known by the name of his Torah works as the
Chazon Ish, once remarked that he was acquainted with the Beis Shlomo from “back home” in Lithuania
— “He was a Halachic authority.” He said that his father, Rabbi Shmaryahu Yosef, Rabbi of Kosova,
Lithuania, kept Beis Shlomo on his table. In his works, the Chazon Ish rarely discusses works of recent

generations, but in at least two places he does discuss in detail responsa of the Beis Shlomo.

Rabbi Sholom Moskowitz, Rabbi of Shotz, Hungary, who lived in London, England, after World
War II, was an accomplished Halachic authority. He often said that after students complete study
of the first part of Shulchan AruchYoreh Dei’a for semicha (the initial level of Rabbinic ordination),
the best way for them to learn how actually to decide Halachic rulings — an art that largely involves
comparing one Halachic case with similar recorded precedents and rules —is to study the responsa
of Beis Shlomo in its section on Yoreh Dei’a.
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HIS FAMILY

On Shmini Atzeres, 2ond Tishre, 5633 (1872), Rabbi Shlomo passed away. He was survived

by nine children — six scholarly sons and three daughters:

1) Rabbi Avrohom Drimmer was renowned as a prodigious scholar. He served as Rabbi of
Prubizna until after his father’s passing, when he was appointed to succeed him as Rabbi
of Skola — at the urging of the Tzemach Tzaddik of Vishnitz. It was he who prepared his
father’s responsa for publication, writing the introductions and adding occasional scholarly
comments, many of them lengthy, which appear as footnotes in Beis Shlomo. After Rabbi
Avrohom’s passing in 1920, he was succeeded by his son, Rabbi Nosson Nota, who served
until 1943, when the community perished in the Holocaust.

2) RabbiYosef Drimmer.
3) Rabbi Moshe Aryeh Drimmer, whose son, RabbiYochonon Eliezer, was also a known scholar.

4) RabbiYeruchom Drimmer, whose son, Rabbi Dov Ber, was the Rabbi of several communities
in Galicia and passed away in 1929.

5) RabbiYaakov Drimmer apparently was named after Rabbi Shlomo’s father, who passed away
in 1854-1855. If so, he was born in his father’s later years. A son of his, Reb Efrayim, lived
with his wife Henya in Dolina-Borislav. Their son, Reb Shlomo, lived with his wife Chana
in Droh’bitch, from where the Nazis expelled them during the Holocaust. The son of Reb
Shlomo and Chana, Reb Kaloynimus Kalmen w"my, is the father of Reb Shlomo Drimmer
of Crown Heights, father of the present choson, Avrohom, and publisher of the new editions
of Beis Shlomo and Yashreish Yaakov.

6) RabbiYehuda Leib Drimmer.
Rabbi Shlomo’s daughters were:

1) Sheina Rochel, who was married to Rabbi Boruch Meir Mentchel, a native of Buczacz, and
a prodigious scholar. At the age of 20, he was appointed Rabbi of Zablotov. In 1850, he
became Rabbi of Potik, and in 1860, Rabbi of Ustzia-Biskupia, close to Skola. In several of
Rabbi Shlomo’s responsa addressed to him, he praises his son-in-law’s depth of scholarship.
Rabbi Boruch Meir’s own responsa on Yoreh Dei’a were published under the name Rav
Tuv’cha (Lemburg, 1884). In them he often discusses in depth passages from his father-in-

law’s works.
2) Rosa Rivka was married to Rabbi Mendel Federer.

Miryam was married to Rabbi Moshe Halevi, Rabbi of Butushan, to whom several of his
father-in-law’s responsa are addressed.
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HISTORAH WORKS

Rabbi Shlomo himself published Yashreish Yaakov, his commentaries on the Talmudic tractate
Yevomos, in Lemberg, 1863. This work has been very popular in yeshivos and among scholars. It was
republished several times in editions photographed from the original edition. Now it has been
republished in a new edition, completely reset in large type.

Beis Shlomo, including his Halachic responsa on all four parts of the Shulchan Aruch, was published
after his passing, over the course of several years, by his son, Rabbi Avrohom, who added many
learned comments of his own. It is in the process of being republished now in a newly reset, multi-
volume edition with many improvements that facilitate study.

Rabbi Avrohom mentions his father’s work on laws of tum’a and tahara which he hoped to
publish, but it was never actually published. Rabbi Shlomo’s work on the laws of mikvaos, Be’eirah
Shel Miryam, apparently was published, but no copy is known to remain extant. We hope a copy will
soon resurface so that we can republish it, too, in an improved edition.

REVERENCE FORTHE ALTER REBBE

Rabbi Shlomo was about 12 years old when the Alter Rebbe, Rabbi Shneur Zalman of Liadi
(1745-1812), author of the Tanya and Shulchan Aruch (Harav), passed away. The Alter Rebbe’s Shulchan
Aruch was published only following his passing. Although it was widely disseminated in the Russian
Empire, where it was published, its dissemination in Galicia and other Jewish centers in the Austrian
Empire was more limited due to the difficulty of transferring merchandise across the borders unless
heavy customs duties were paid.

Nevertheless, Rabbinic scholars were eager to study this respected Halachic code. Chassidim, in
particular, were aware that the second great leader of Chassidism, Rabbi Dov Ber, the Mezritcher
Maggid — the master of all their Rebbes — had asked his brilliant disciple to compose this practical
code of observance, while also explaining some of the depth underlying the practical rulings.
Accordingly, ways were found to import the Alter Rebbe’s Shulchan Aruch.

It is not surprising, then, that a Halachic authority of Rabbi Shlomo’s stature often quoted the
Alter Rebbe’s Shulchan Aruch (and his included responsa). But his deep respect and reverence for the
Alter Rebbe and his rulings were indeed unique.

Rabbi Shlomo was most careful and precise with his words, and — as a genuine Chossid and a man
of truth — he never used inflated titles. For example, when addressing or referring to contemporary
Rabbis, even renowned scholars, he hardly ever used the title “Gaon” (brilliant and erudite scholar).
Even for those of the previous generation, he rarely used this title (one exception was for the
Shaagas Aryeh, Rabbi Aryeh Leib, Rabbi of Metz, 1695-1785).Yet whenever he mentioned the Alter
Rebbe — dozens of times — he always referred to him as “the Gaon, the Chossid,” or “the holy Gaon”

(he never refers to any other authority as “holy”).

S i o)
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In one place, the Beis Shlomo quotes verbatim — and relies upon — an entire responsum of the
Alter Rebbe since it was not published in earlier editions of the Alter Rebbe’s Shulchan Aruch but
only in the later Zhitomir edition, which had hardly reached the Austrian Empire. In another place,

he notes his correspondent’s comment that what Rabbi Shlomo had written contradicted the Alter

Rebbe’s ruling, and he goes into detail to explain how, in fact, his ruling was no contradiction at all.

Whenever the Beis Shlomo quotes the Alter Rebbe, he invariably refers to him and discusses
his words with the greatest respect. In one place he ruled differently — because the Alter Rebbe’s
responsum where he was said to have explained his ruling in depth was not available in its entirety,
and Rabbi Shlomo felt unable to fathom the full extent of the Alter Rebbe’s reasoning. Nevertheless,
he concluded his discussion with the words, “We can express no response after the ‘lion’ [has

expressed his opinion].”

X
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Translator’s Note

| was honored to be asked by my brother-in-law Rabbi Yerachmiel Zalmanov to trans-
late this powerful and inspiring story. In order to make the story flow and make it more
readable in the English language, (with the permission of the family) there are some mi-
nor changes to the original Yiddish text, including passages found in quotations. If | have
caused any damage in this way, | ask forgiveness from the subjects of the story.

Dov Baron
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~=2 My Escape from Russia with Rebbetzin Chana %=

by Yocheved Zalmanov

Introduction:

This is my historic personal experience amongst a group of Chassidim that escaped Russia
after World War II (during the years 1946 — 1949). This great escape led to the spreading of the
Russian Chabad community and Chabad Chassidus to Europe, America, Eretz Yisroel, Africa,
Australia, Asia and throughout the world.

It is not easy at all to open up and express my most personal, dear recollections that come
from deepest holy parts of the neshama after hiding there for so many years like shining
memories. These remembrances live in my heart and memory, never lost or forgotten,
spreading out like beams of light to lift up and have a holy spirited effect for many generations.

The great merit given to me from Above to be in the vicinity of the heavenly holy Tzidkanis,
the royal mother of the Rebbe MH”M, Rebbetzin Chana of blessed memory, causes me to
always thank and praise the Creator.

No doubt, I was granted this privilege in the merit of my dear holy parents who were
shluchim of the Frierdiker Rebbe to the Crimean Peninsula. They were honest, pure-hearted
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tzadikim with unbelievable mesiras nefesh for Yiddishkeit in the harshest, most terrible times
of Stalin. My dear courageous parents’ constant desire and dream was to be in G-d’s beloved
Holy Land, the land of the Jewish Spirit. Their every word to us (their children) was holy of
holies.

Mesiras nefesh is the very base and foundation of Lubavitch. It must express itself in all
actions and happenings of Chassidim in all times and in all places!

Chapter I

The news of the possibility of escaping Russia came to us like a magical secret. It spread
amongst Lubavitchers and uplifted hearts and minds with the hope to fulfill our long-time
dream and longing to be free to dedicate ourselves to Torah and Yiddishkeit. This was a feeling
that came from a great foundation of mesiras nefesh that knows no bounds in time, place or
physical strength.

It is G-d’s Torah & Mitzvos and the holy Rebbe’s word that are the only true guidance in the
Chassidic way of life!

One word from our Rabbeim is holier, stronger, more powerful and higher than all the
hardships, persecutions, troubles and sufferings of hundreds of years from our oppressors.

The arrests, persecution, hunger, and even exile to Siberia did not weaken nor delay the
acts of mesiras nefesh actions of the selfless dedicated Lubavitch foot soldiers! Soldiers of

49

‘ ‘ Master Drimer Sivan 5771 Hebrew side.indd 49 @

6/19/2011 8:29:09 PM ‘ ‘



RYWN 110 1" - PRIV NNNWN 17IWN

PPR PR L1290 8 "PRYAIPIRT PR — "RHuIran”
W 7pRihl

UHRYDYY ORA "TIO” WT X ,PT LPVWIRD
YXIWA YIYIPOYY YWY 0T PR OWUD DNSD K
«TTY-1" W0 PR YOIPORNDIDIN

TROIND 177 YWONRIATY JaNN Smw poha
-WH DAy wsYhD D'UYAIR RN DR
S AP U WTPR DPUYIIWIR L JOORDWIN
TN PNRA ONA DY WN M LIVPYI ORI DY YN M
-PYIW V1 D — "PROYI” — 1IRDYI WIIIYI PR'D
IND WIPONROD WPV "JORW” TP IXD 19DV
SORIW-RIW 7T IND ,DIPON-"YOND IND ,WIINDW
...DYON X DIPYONNI IND

"M WWYIN” VN — N3 WP VO VN IN]
MPANYY — VRVW YYIPIA WT N NI WINR —
(2129

WNT PR PN WP PT(IN PINIUNDYI
,TIRDOM TINDIRD — [1-0"wn nmiwa] 19D-TIRHDN
D DwYn ywHn ywhayi-1ayh op 0T 1aRn
PR WANN VIWIRLWYIONR IWTOYN PO JUORP
WK PR (TR 50-60 IWIR) VYYR JIX VOYID VM
PWIT? IROK ,INDX 1M, 0YAIN WIPNW IWIPHW0Ivn
LSUDIPYINN YT 012Y5

PR OWIITIVIN PAPAVAPR PTOURD YU K
PR LK LN DIYPRWL L VIPWRD [ TIRPINNIND
VINT YUPRIPRNY YWOII-W T 7T 0N PT IWINRDIN
VPPIYYIP K IDRWYI T LR 10D ST M
WHIMW X (PPTOTIO - YIPOORAND X YRUAYI K)
YWD PIyaoaya 1ayh 0T vNn WHRNY Yy o7
PIWST PO WYl 0T AX JPDRD YWHNRD INT -1
JW0IYN VIPIMPYIIN

IXD YNY TRODII PX VOIRNNKA PIRNYI PX'D M

YWHMD PN DN JINDDIN ONT DY LIPOYIWLIN

YN VRN 2191 PN APV VIRDD N PIX ONR M
— "ON" PNYA PR OTON VOYN WT IRD 7N X —

)l i\

SRS * 2

G-d! Soldiers of the Rabbeim! They were spread out in the many cities and villages of the huge
mighty Russian Empire. They were hidden and underground in great fear because religion,
especially Judaism, was outlawed and harshly punished as an antirevolutionary act.

Just after the horrible years of World War II, Russia granted Polish refugees the opportunity
to be repatriated to their homeland. Russia did this to show the world that it was “benevolent”
and “friendly” toward its neighbor Poland and its citizens.

Polish Jews just barely living, surviving hunger and hardships, frost and extreme cold (as
cold as -50 or -60 degrees), and inhumane harsh labor in the cold Siberian forests, were now
able to leave Russia. Many of their brethren had perished under the harsh conditions.

Some of these Polish Jews had been able to settle in cities like Samarkand, Tashkent, and
Tshimkent. They joined the Russian Jewish population, living there like friends and brothers.

This created an opportunity, a secret held in strict confidence, for other Jews to smuggle
across the border together using the passports of deceased Polish Jews.

It goes without saying, this secret lit up a fire in the hearts of religious Jews who were
oppressed and exhausted by the Russian “paradise”.

Like lightning, we Lubavitchers left everything — our homes, our employment, our relatives,
our schools, and everything we knew. We mobilized in every way possible towards the border
city and staging point: Lemberg, Ukraine (now Lvov). Children were sent off with relatives.
Those who were able made the journey. We ran full of fear, trembling from every shadow,
terrified of police, anti-Semites, and government informers. We succeeded with superhuman
“heavenly strength”.
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How would we travel on? To where? We did not know. Only a few Lubavitcher leaders knew.
It was a great secret passed between the few leaders from ear to ear and heart to heart.

We did know that we must seize this great moment and opportunity!

It was beyond belief. How could this happen in Russia under the nose of the NKVD (the
Soviet Secret Police)? Only G-d Al-mighty, with great wonders and miracles, could blind the
eyes of the government and twist their minds so that hundreds of people, young and old, should
be able escape their Russian borders. Even a fly couldn’t have escaped their steel Gehinom
walls. No one could have imagined or dreamt in their wildest dreams that escape would be
possible. Escaping Russia carried the harshest punishments.

How our family made it to Lemberg/Lvov is a story for itself. I think that if we would collect
all the stories of all the travelers, we would lack enough paper and time to read.

When we arrived in Lemberg, the first train to freedom carrying some of the Lubavitcher
families had already left. The leftover families were scattered in different corners of the city.
Often, families were placed together with Polish families for security. They were trembling in
fear, with broken disturbed hearts. Homeless, unprotected, deserted, and out of breath, with
passionate prayers, we waited and hoped for G-d’s great kindness every minute we were there.
We prayed to be able to cross the border in peace.

The good news about the first train of passengers miraculously arriving in peace brought
great happiness as it spread secretly from heart to heart. It carried the strength, hope and
courage to continue waiting. We did not yet know about the ravages and Holocaust in Poland...
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The fear of being informed upon was so great that we were careful about saying even one
extra word. Many were scared to go out in the streets. Only at night did people venture out,
escorted, to use the outhouses. Especially the men with beards and peiyos sat secluded and
locked inside so as not to arouse any suspicions from the neighbors and eyes of any informers.
There was danger in every step. The days and nights were full of pain, fear and hope. These
self-sacrificing heroic Jews were immersed in emotional prayer, filled with hope and belief.

Our family gathered in Lvov and stayed the short while in a house together with various
exhausted Polish Jews. They had been sent to Siberian forests, suffering hunger, pain and
cold. They had made their way to Samarkand, Tashkent, Tshimkent and other places. They
were broken, fearful of the police, anti-Semites, and their experiences in the black-market and
scared of their own shadows. Now, they waited impatiently together with the self-sacrificing
Russian Lubavitchers for the chance to quickly run away from the Russian Gehinom.

The difficult stressful atmosphere awakened within me and my dear sister Hadassah a great
desire to use our young courageous abilities to help the frightful situation in any way possible.

I was also attracted to the unfamiliar new sites of Lemberg/Lvov. It was the first city I had
been to outside of locked-up-Russia. (Lvov was part of Poland before World War II and thus
much different.) I never dreamed of being here in my wildest dreams, especially under such
circumstances. Yet, everyone who wished could feel and see how G-d had spread his wings in a
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miraculous way. My sister (Hadassah Perman) and I would explore the streets, almost without
fear, acting as if we were students who had come for summer vacation. It was a good excuse for
ourselves, but it probably wouldn’t have worked if we would have been caught by the Russian
thugs.
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Chapter I1

We were very little informed (especially me) regarding the secret logistics of the travel. We
also did not know who was behind planning this extraordinary operation. We only knew of Reb
Leib Mochkin, a young yeshiva bochur nicknamed Leibke, who simply risked his life at every
moment. With our own eyes we saw how he would do superhuman acts, events that no hand
and no pen in any circumstance can express. Even he can probably not do so!

On several occasions, when he would see us in the street, he would jump out of a fast moving
taxi, give us a mission to do in one minute, and then disappear at the speed of lightning, acting
as if he had never known us.

Generally, riding in a taxi in those years was a big luxury. In Russia, a taxi was only for a
government official or a rich person. And being rich wasn’t allowed. How can one become rich?
Everyone is supposed to be proletariat, all equal. Being rich was a sin.

It is appropriate to recount a few of the episodes that describe the history of that period, a
time of great miracles.

One day, while strolling down the street, suddenly, in the blink of an eye, jumping out of
car with engine still running, Leibke appeared before us. He told us to quickly run to a certain
address and tell the people there that they should hide immediately; they are being searched
for by the government. Like an arrow slung from a bow, we ran to carry out the mission. We
ran after each other as if we were playing catch, so as not to arouse suspicion.
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apartment. Again the door was unlocked.

door.

“I don’t know,” she answered meeKkly.

e

To our surprise, the door at the address was unlocked. (Normally, in those times of danger,
the doors were locked so as to buy time for dangerous moments like this.) Happy that we did
not have to waste a moment, we took the stairs two at a time. In a flash, we were at the right

A young husband and wife sat at the table with a young girl 4 or 5 years old. Not waiting to
hear the details of our coming, the young man quickly went into the next room and closed the

Seemingly from out of the woodwork, two Russian policemen suddenly stood before us and
asked the wife with rough, angry voices, “Where is your husband?”

Then the little girl suddenly mixed in. “That’s not true Mommy. You always teach me that
we have to say the truth. Tatty just went into the other room.” She pointed to the door that had
just closed.

We were all in a state of shock and unable to speak. The wicked people weren’t counting on
such a “surprise”. Due to their great enthusiasm, they both burst into the room and we were
left to escape. My dear sister and I instinctively flew back down all the steps and ran like a
windstorm through side streets away from the scene.

For hours, we circled the street of the city hoping to find Leibke. The live-scene of the poor
family and their tragedy kept replaying itself in our minds. We saw how the little girl had
received the best, true-righteous Jewish education and what it had inadvertently caused.
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It was a miracle and salvation before our eyes when we received the good news the next
morning: The man was released by the police. A revealed miracle!

Reading these lines, the family will probably realize themselves: such happenings cannot be
forgotten.

One time, it was late afternoon and a fresh wind was blowing. The big hot sun was lowering
on the horizon. Glowing red, it bade its final farewell to earth. At the end of a tiring day, my
dear sister and I were visiting a wonderful blooming garden in the park. It was full of many big
fresh trees, thrown about like strongmen surviving the war years. Flowers bloomed attractively
with colorful crowns. Their charming aromas lifted every eye and heart. It seemed like the
wonderful surroundings ruled the world!

Quietly and calmly, the over-stressed soul lifted itself over the difficult daily dose of pain,
fear and worry. One wished to be far away, over the border, where the glowing sun was lowering
itself to receive its mission for the new day.

Suddenly, interrupting our intense thoughts, Leibke appeared before us as a proud Shliach
with a cheerful heroic spirit. Jumping out of a car, he quickly said, “This evening, you must
meet a family at the train arriving from Moscow.” The father of the family had just been
released from prison with a guarantee. Leibke gave us an address where to bring the family and
a prearranged code, and then quickly disappeared.

We knew well what it meant to take a Jew out of prison on a guarantee. We knew the danger
of them coming here when the whole city of Lvov was a dangerous prison for every Lubavitcher
Jew.
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This family was our well-acquainted friends! But that is a story for itself for another time.

Despite not knowing the city well, we did not ask anyone for directions, since we did not
want to arouse suspicion. We headed toward the train station. We hiked through deserted,
half-destroyed streets and alleys, barely lit and with broken pavement. My crumbling feet were
bleeding and ached without mercy. The distance was “as long as the Jewish exile,” the hunger
was painful, and the fact that our family didn’t know where we were weighed upon us.

So that we should not be recognized, we approached the station after the train had arrived.
We ordered a taxi, and acting like other waiting people, we cheerfully awaited our expected
friends amongst the big group of passengers loaded with suitcases and baggage. We soon found
them and were on our way.

When we arrived at the given address, the guests stayed in the car. My sister jumped out
of the car and I ran after her, not wanting to leave her due to her enthusiastic self-sacrificing
tendencies. We came to announce that the guests had come!

We knocked on the door and said the prearranged code. However, we saw an angry eye
looking at us through the peephole. All of a sudden, we heard from the other side of the door
an angry, strained, woman’s voice, “Quickly get out of here, in any direction, before it’s too
late!” She continued with a flood of scolding, hostile words coming from her pained, broken
heart. We remained standing there like stones, not able to reply. Only the encompassing quiet
darkness was the true witness of our great anger, anguish, and embarrassment. I couldn’t hold
it in and from the depth of my wounded heart I broke down in a choked fit of crying that could
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have broken through an iron curtain. It then became quiet from the other side of the door.
(Years later, I still remember that angry voice. They probably don’t know who the messengers
or the guests were. Or maybe, they do know...)

My heroic sister was also affected, but with a determined strict voice, she told me, “If you
are going to sit and cry, go home right now. You must always remember the holy words of our
dear righteous parents, ‘A Jew must never feel down. One should always hope for G-d’s help.’
We can’t lose ourselves. We must search for a solution.”

A ray of light penetrated my heart. Acting calm and cheerful we returned to the taxi. We
announced confidently, “It’s the wrong address. We have to continue driving and searching.”
By this, we meant that we needed to search for Leibke. We continued driving according to my
sisters directions. We drove straight for a while on lit streets, then a left onto unlit streets, then
left, right, left, straight and so on. We couldn’t seem to find the “right house”. The driver was
getting angry and showing signs of it. We promised him a reward for his troubles.

We continued driving for a long while, right, left, straight... Suddenly, we noticed a sign
with big letters on a two-story house on a lit street: “Apartment for Rent”. From the depth of
our hearts, we felt it was a miracle from Heaven! For us it wasn’t just a sign, it was the Angel
Gavriel himself.

“We arrived, we arrived!” my sister shouted with delight. “Wait here for a few minutes.”

The owner of the house, a fine Jewish woman, was more than happy to welcome our fine
small Jewish family to her comfortable house for a while. She spelled out a few conditions,
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which we didn’t hear due to our great excitement and insisted on lending us money to pay the
driver, for which he was also very grateful. Our fatigued guests thanked and praised G-d for his
great mercies in finally bringing them to a place where they could come back to themselves.
The debt was later paid back in full to the owner of the house, probably by Leibke.

If this narrative will one day be read by members of the family, they will undoubtedly realize
that these were times that cannot be forgotten.
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Chapter III - We are on the Way!

After being in Lvov for a while, we got the sudden news that in a few hours everyone was to
be ready to travel. The train was waiting on a side-track at the train station and we all had to
hurry.

Although we had waited for days and weeks for this great moment, from the depths of our
soul we felt torn and had feelings of longing for the dear loved ones we were leaving behind.
The heart tightened, anguished with internal hot tears that wouldn’t stop. Every limb burned
with a passionate farewell to everything that was dear and beloved over the years, especially the
everlasting farewell to the fresh holy grave of our dear beloved Mamale, of blessed memory.

How could we depart for unknown destinations, forever leaving our dear relatives, survivors,
and remnants of the dreadful war, especially our own loved and dear brother Bentzion?! He
had not made it to Lvov. He could have been on the way. How could we leave him, broken by
separation, in the middle of Russia, filled with Jewish misfortune and suffering? How could
we forever leave the sweetness of childhood, the formative younger years, the learning, and
our whole existence? We were running to a capitalistic world of work stoppages and famine,
according to what we were taught. All of these feelings were mixed together like a great spinning
wheel.

The day of departure was light and pure, shining like a friend with pleasure, warmth and
good cheer. The blue sky calmed our strained hearts and thoughts, which were a mix of day and
night, tears and happiness.
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But we needed to hurry, for that was the task of the moment. We needed more hurrying
and less thinking and analyzing. Everything had to be done beyond our inner strength with
true Jewish happiness, fitting with the great historic Jewish freedom moment! For the sake of
Judaism! For the sake of the dear and loved ones which were here and elsewhere, the call was
to go with strength and boldness toward G-d’s designated plan!

As we reached the station, Leibke approached and asked my dear heroic sister and I to
immediately go to bring a certain woman, for whom the departure of the train was being held.

The thought of holding up the whole train shook all of our limbs. The idea that we should
leave the site of the prepared train riddled our hearts with worry.

However, without a word, with all the adrenaline and thrill of the journey, we soon found
ourselves going up the steps to the house. Even before we entered, we could hear a weak crying
voice, “Don’t ask me to; I'm not traveling. I can’t do it. It’'s beyond my capacity, beyond my
feelings. I'm worn out from severe suffering.”

We quickly entered the brightly lit room. On a chair sat a heavenly, noble middle-aged
woman. Her deep intelligent eyes were reliving some deep inner feelings. Round, hot tears, like
from a deep still well, rolled over her cheeks. With a heartfelt, pained, gentle, pleading voice,
she spoke to a tall, pleasant woman standing at her side. With dark, burning, determined eyes,
she added, “Believe me; it is very very hard to travel. It tears my heart to separate with what
remains here forever...”

a\.
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After seeing us and hearing the reason for our coming, the majestic woman full of Jewish ®

charm asked, “Who are you?” We replied, “We are the daughters of Reb Chaim Meir Garelik,
the Rebbe’s Shliach to Crimea!”

Suddenly, her refined countenance took on a new livelier appearance. She stood up and
courageously said, “With these young people I will go!” And again, confidently and happily,
“With these young people I will go!”

We quickly went together with the two ladies and all the luggage into the waiting taxi. Who
the two ladies were, I did not know. Maybe my dear sister knew. The main concern at the
moment was to bring them as quickly as possible to the waiting train.

Later in our travels, I discovered that they were the Honored Rebbetzin Chana and the
outstanding heroic Mumeh Sarah, the one who gave her own papers to the Rebbetzin,
remaining in Russia with the hope that it would only be temporarily. (Sadly, she passed away
from a severe heart attack in a Russian prison.)

When we arrived, Leibke and his helpers devotedly concerned themselves with finding the
Rebbetzin a seat on the train.

Suddenly, I didn’t see my sister Hadassah near me. “Maybe they sent her on another
mission,” I worried. Then I thought that I hadn’t noticed where she went because of the rush
and that she might already be on the train. So, I quickly boarded the train to look for my family.

The train started to move and Hadassah, my wise sister, brave since childhood, was not with
us. My neshama dropped. It was torn with pain and fear. I didn’t show my fear to my dear holy

62

‘ Master Drimer Sivan 5771 Hebrew side.indd 62 @ 6/19/2011 8:29:18 PM ‘ ‘



YT PIOW 5T N3 0NN

DY NP W PPATY IN VT TH — WAYTIYT URAM YRRNY INART PO WAPIDWNIN VIRNYL XA 1772
X 197D WPINVW WY OXN RORWY WT.0I PR PTIVAYIIDT W DTN Nwa ypavTna pn umn
P2 - AROP U7 IRI PP ORI T 0TI WHRMY XD PR IN PUTIVRIYT OPNIIN YOAR PT 1T 1AND TR
IS WP MDA 0T T PN VOROYADIIN PT ORA T JWMPYAIR WIT PR M - NOTA PR ,N0TA PR M 07N

LIRS K W WOND DX IEROYI TN T PR OPY O

YY1 ypvogv‘p WINNR PAYTIVT JARD PN YN VIIR-12 TN YN0 ]J"? WITIN I ORVYHYV
Y u>h PIINA T LIPWYIDIN TTIN IND VXA ,N0TA WIT TN AN - PNPORD PR 1IPIWIN PR ORI
IWIVDN N L1723 PP TMRDDI PPN POK ©n vHYN «]INDYIOMIR

Mo-on 1T X ,JIND 127AV2IN ]N‘?NUJIJ WT ORA ONMIWT

Oj—& ‘ ® ‘ %30
father. He was about to jump off the train with my brother Gershon Mendel when he didn’t see
us. Seeing me, they calmed down a little, thinking that I knew where Hadassah was.

And Hadassah? Upon arriving with the taxi, she ran to the post office to send a telegram to
inform our dear beloved brother Bentzion in Moscow that we were leaving.

Meanwhile, the train had begun to travel. So, the heroic Hadassah ran after the train for
several kilometers until someone noticed her. I believe it was Leibke, but I am not sure. The
train slowed and whistled loudly so that she could follow the sound. Hadassah caught up and
jumped on between the train cars.

When we saw our dear sister Hadassah, the entire bright world shined upon us with all its
wonderful good fortune. It was an open heavenly miracle!

7"3n 9951 "W HTIYN WA "M NP 18 129790 PNR DY NINI9TN Namd
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Chapter IV — On the Train

The hard stressful day turned to night as if to give rest to the worn out travelers. They were
strained with fear and worry, sitting on the floor of the cargo train, like herring in a barrel.
Every family was in its tight spot, with suitcases and baggage.

Both adults and children sat in the cold dark night, with dark intimate fear of their illegal
documents. With the forged illicit papers, no one even knew their correct names and with
which family he was connected. Nevertheless, there was good-hearted happiness that, thank
G-d, we had broke out of cursed boundaries of Stalin’s “paradise”. We were going toward
Jewish freedom and good fortune!

When our family had made its way to Lvov through different means, we were hardly able to
take anything with us. We managed to grab a light warm blanket for our dear holy father who
often suffered from angina. Every Shabbos, my father would do something with his throat to
make himself sick so as to be able to keep Shabbos. On Shabbos, my father would suffer from
chest pain and high fever, but he kept Shabbos holier than holy! On Friday and Sunday, he was
healthy. How was this possible? The Rebbe’s blessings!

When the cold of the night got stronger, the noise and the cries calmed down. My holy father
asked me to take our blanket and cover the special lady who sat all alone off to the side. “She
probably needs it,” he said. To reach her in such a dark, crowded train car meant to go over
people’s head, feet, and hands, not to mention their weakened and strained nerves. But, my
father’s word is holy!

©

64 a

‘ ‘ Master Drimer Sivan 5771 Hebrew side.indd 64 @

6/19/2011 8:29:20 PM ‘



YT PIOW 5T N3 0NN

JWO” TIYNW PPTIVOW T DMK VDRIP N (MINIP)  PIVOROWIND T JWMI PPUITIND PPTIPINT
TIW WTNRYID WT WIR PrTIONY ARLHP WL JWLIYn PUIPLRNDYIDIN PIVDORSWIND 19NN PR
PIPP0 IRD VPAID WWT? I DIRIND OIRIND  PYTIN [APAVAIOR TP PN PT UNATRIN T UMD

LIDIMWI YT PPTUDI-MPON YVW PR YTIVT PPV MID POINPRI W 0T

PT VOYLW WIIPLOID VINI UM PR AN LUPPIDNRIAYY AWHNRTION PR PN LTIV JOPPOWINRD
X TIY JUONE YXYD VDI X PR ROXWY T DX TR D UTRPLOPID PIPYWIR PR OND aHNIOD
T XD 1IN, DIPIRD 7T IND PYIW 1PYYPYIW PR SN N PIPIINMPITPOIN VM VITWYI T YN 17500
LOPTIPIY AR PIDOIVIIWIN — LLIPNYR WOI-NPNN Pn VORA 1Trp R’ -
QYT ND PV YUI 0T YIVDY ]PN"?ND PVIDNIINI YT YHR PN V7N T WN TVDORT 7NN VN
IR PP N D°DID-U9HNA UJ”‘?P VN NIRT-NPN - VPPSIRA-DYIRD R bhib)abls T URA = "NYANRIV

ONDRI ,J2MIRD X YOOI PR PWIA YWIASII v UMY JOIWWTIYE D % PRIIWT 1 YO-yom
— WD PR A1IVW T IHMORI INT LT PIRONIW 1270Y3 PPPXIRA-970 0T VI JONIVAIPIRNIY T PR
DU PR WN PTIYNYI V1 PUDRIN HYIw wnyty 0T YO0Y 0T Y"1 PYYNRD WTIH ORI K N TN PD

79K DYOK TTONIVIND 1DINT TR TR IRD 12NN 11109Y1 PIRA YT 11D YNRD YOO OTN
12°DY3 VIWAVIPAIPIR 0T 1 VPIRDIPR 1T T 0T

PIOR P77 YOI NI PR DYVWOMN T 107N T
LIP22VK AR TPINADPAINDIIN YD'YIRNRD 110 11D

AORN PIONSWARD AHRA 0T LLIAPVINE WT NI
N TNBT,UTJ’P jN‘?X’D V1IN, PYIU D POWONIND ,OYON 1IUNW 11 U 11"01731[71'7 T PT VIR0 ..
ARD IRIWTIP VN N, IPA PR PN 0N vIpn T OVINARD 0T PR WD PR 77 JOTIDWUYIT O

Creeping carefully between people asleep and half-asleep, and all their baggage, I managed
to cover the lady who sat tearfully in her dispirited aloneness. Instantly, the inner charm from
her holy being shined with extraordinary warmth.

“My child! You revived my soul! May your needs always accompany you in everything you
do. May Hashem’s blessings follow you in all the work of your hands.” At that moment, her
warm-hearted, motherly-love spilled over to calm my agitated mood and mixed with my holy,
heartfelt feelings to my dearest, most loved Mamele, the most loveable, holiest mother in
the whole world! Her words very much reminded me of my mother’s devoted feelings to me!
Unforgettable forever!

The locomotive chugged on with its labored breath, billowing smoke and ashes over its train
cars while chiming, “choo choo.” It rolled over strange lands, ahead to Jewish freedom for the
dear self-sacrificing Jewish souls!

All of a sudden, in middle of the dark night, the train stopped in a desolate location
somewhere between heaven and earth. The passengers feared greatly for themselves and for
those they left behind.

Armed Polish police opened the doors of the cattle-cars wide, pointing flashlights and
looking inside with murderous animalistic eyes, ready to rob and attack the unprotected Jews.
Yelling harshly in Polish, they demanded that everyone quickly get off the train without taking
any of their belongings. They wanted to control everything.

They ordered us to line up in two wide rows, one after the other. We were half-asleep, and
half conscious from fright. There were frightened crying infants in their mother’s arms, children
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holding hands, and some alone. All hurriedly lined up, white as chalk, facing the armed bandits,
may their names be erased. The Polish police began asking everyone their names, but no one
answered a word. We all had false names and fictitious families. No one knew who was who.
Our power of speech failed us; it disappeared into the darkness of the night from immense fear.

Only one woman, who knew a bit of Polish (Mrs. Bunia) answered for all of us: “All of
the passengers here are deaf-mute Gypsies.” The eyes of the thugs penetrated everyone and
their character. They yelled commands in every direction in the shattered night, but no one
responded.

It seemed they bought the story. The half-alive “deaf-mute Gypsies” barely managed to
climb back onto the train cars. Thank G-d! The train continued on its way. The passengers were
now on the way to their new, unfamiliar way of life, each with his “bundle of survival”, under
G-d’s watchful eye.
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Chapter V — Cracow, Poland

On Friday morning, the train again stopped for a while. We were told to quickly get off the
train with all our suitcases and baggage. The train left without delay, and, all at once, closed
cargo trucks arrived with young, happy Jewish bochurim. They helped load us all, as fast as
possible, onto the trucks and informed us, “We are travelling to Cracow!”

We later found out that the Jewish organization from Israel, the Bricha, had illegally bribed
the driver of the locomotive to stop in mid-way to let us off. This was done so that the train
should not take us deep into Poland where there were still big anti-Semitic attacks on Jews. We
later learned that there was a murderous attack on one Jewish train near the city of Kolno. The
first train of Lubavitchers was also attacked by murderers as they crossed the Czechoslovakian
border. They shot at the train, killing one woman and wounding another. It is self understood
that such news did not add any cheer and happiness to our pained hearts.

They brought us on the trucks to Cracow to the Agudah Jewish community center with the
help of the Bricha. None of us had ever known of such organizations or even heard of their
names. To us, Jews dividing into separate parties was a far-out incomprehensible concept.

They sat us down in a great big hall on the floor with all our baggage. They were full of
interest. We were Russian Jews! Unseen and unknown Russian Chassidim! We were great
‘wonder guests’ for Shabbos. Their hospitality surged with joy and true brotherly-love. They
made certain that we should have everything we need in honor of the holy Shabbos. They were
devoted to us like brother to brother.

©
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To the gathered family of Lubavitch, it was our first Shabbos outside of Russia, Jews among
Jews, in the free world!

It was a miracle amongst super miracles and a dream beyond wild dreams! Who could
describe the boost in morale and the joy of our dear self-sacrificing dedicated Lubavitchers?
We were like one dear brilliant family with the same fortune in life - one for all and all for one.
As a result of our successful triumph, we finally breathed freely, davened freely, learned freely,
and farbrenged freely — all in the merit of the holy righteous Frierdiker Rebbe! It seemed as
if we were getting closer to our objective, coming to the Rebbe in New York — the place from
where his royal leadership spread throughout the world.

The special attention and devotion to the noble lonely lady and the heartfelt friendship to
her knew no limits, from our family and almost all of the travelers. I assumed that all this was
due to her loneliness and her special character. She traveled with regal, sophisticated etiquette,
never wanting to “G-d forbid” burden anyone, with motherly friendship, with intelligent
goodness, gentle aristocracy and a devoted interest to everyone.

In this great hall, where we sat cheerfully in freedom, a friendship developed amongst the
girls that came from all parts of Russia. This bond of friendship strengthened and escorted us
on all our future travels.

This good-hearted friendship remains forever!

In Cracow, we also became acquainted with a group of local Bais Yaakov girls. We had never
known or heard of such a school made especially for Jewish girls, nor had we ever heard of

68

‘ ‘ Master Drimer Sivan 5771 Hebrew side.indd 68 @

6/19/2011 8:29:48 PM ‘ ‘



YT PIOW 5T N3 0NN

DNYI-OINI PIWILIVAIWIN Ik ijUUJIJW T YN UM VINNTYA SWWONRIAPY OT-TTNR VI WINIAND
VONI’N T PN ,OND N ANITU 1D JUNYDVIN N AN VONRIIIND — W0 NAW QYT PNNTX VDY ,TTIN

WIVTIO IVIOW YT

PYSPYIW PO VPPOTNYI LIRPRINN 73 DYON YOYOPYIW  PIWTT PYN PNT D uhrRIpT
LJAMNWYTY YPTTOYIIN POLWLIYHMK T PYN IN-nnon
JVIRDIPT X ORTI TWON X WO YoySvY TN ANVIIIND ]DUBPUWUJ 1Eyall ...]71332‘(‘7 VINVIVIIND

X OP LIXPRI TT TR 1IKA ,XPRID PR prmpeT TN 1m [0aXTE v va] pYXD W 11D
TIROOM 11D TIRDPIDMNIN TR Y5PN WK po S VWD YIPITID INOM OpYT 11D DIpPIN N
10773 PR P7TIXT AN ,NNDWN IWEINI PR 012 VYN YT OUR AP LT PPOT 0T ORIOINDIYT NI LTV
YPIRUW KIN VOXIPAIN T URA ,IXOPYD *T AN ONT PR VOMYI VI PN JARD JWIWYWY YOYLIWTIU
OPMYI X TOVTI 7T PR VINI PR ANV IX AMAw-nn ANTAI DPORVD S TIXDOM PR 0w v
TS DX NP3 PR - W3 2810 WITHK PO WADIN X 1S 7T WM YW 0T D JUIRANIOMN ONT LKA
SIRNW PNY3 PIT MO PopLum PITTIN Lprm W AR AT WO PN =47 P0IM0 370
INDN YIN WAPIYI 03 N 0YDYI V3 P JAND T (..W"9B PPPTY2YY) N WIYHPYIW

WVOYNW YIH YIWNV PN oM DYYD YWy 1T N2 N0 PPN UOIIIWT 1ARD WO 0T
VN VTEYI LLKK DMNA-NBW PRIK N0Th CWITR IR DM PPN DR PYN L Y0IRD AN
DM POYYUYA PIPOPN JARN Y WITAR - ONIW 0T TA W HXIW-YIN IND T 1D DWi
LITIVY PWIARIR T PR WTIWLIR T — SN

N/ ® s

the teacher and founder Sarah Schenirer. For the duration of Shabbos, these Bais Yaakov girls
devoted their attention to us Lubavitchers, davened with us, conducted the Shabbos table with
us, and farbrenged in their style.

They spoke a lot about the terrible war years. They told us about the inhuman, cruel
concentration camps, about the horrifying annihilation of the Jewish Nation (may it never
again be), and about the massacre of six million peaceful dear Jews, just because they were
Jews! About these ghastly dreadful happenings, we had never known or heard of in Russia.
Stalin’s government held back this information from its citizens so that it could send thousands
of Jews as faithful Russian citizens to the frightening war (like live meat).

The girls told us about the different parties among Jews, about Kibutzim, about the strength
and Kiddush Hashem of Jews to settle in Eretz Yisroel in opposition to the anti-Semitic British
and Arab countries, and about the leftover Nazi-murderers and other European anti-Semites
full of insufferable hatred.

This was all new and unfamiliar to us. We were extremely pained by the horrible Jewish
destruction.

In order to convey the emotions of the time, I should describe the disposition of a certain
girl of Anash with whom I became acquainted. She had left Russia with almost her whole
family. However, sitting in that great hall on her baggage, she got caught up in such a strong
depression that she cried endlessly day and night about the terrible situation. And there was
reason to cry... Our young energies were so weak and burdened that we could not feel or see
(any brightness in the future). The exception was several energetic activists amongst us, like
my dear loved sister Hadassah and some of the Yeshiva bochurim. They led our lot with higher
G-dly strength.

©
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Chapter VI — At the Czech Border

Due to the safety situation, we stayed for only a short time in Cracow. One evening, they told
us that we would be smuggling across the Czech border that night, with G-d’s help. We were
directed to memorize all the details of our travelling documents. They took us on trucks to a
forest. We got off and walked through the darkness in a row, so as not to get lost. We had to be
extremely quiet while walking through the woods, then over a small bridge over a stream, until
we reached the border patrol area.

Ahead of us there was a clearing in middle of the forest. A small building stood with one
side facing the clearing and the other side close to the trees. We could see soldiers armed with
weapons and whips.

We proceeded, crawling and dragging ourselves, through the thick forest in one long row.
We continued in silence as if we had no tongues, without feelings. We had only one thought —
not to get lost.

The lonely noble woman also pulled herself along together with us. We encouraged ourselves
by imagining that we were just going on a night excursion in the deep forest.

Arriving at a wide clearing, surrounded by thick forest, they arranged us in rows by family
and instructed us to continue ahead quietly and calmly. Holding our breath with unhidden
fear, we proceeded with Jewish anger — no, rather with great belief and a good deal of fatigue —
carrying the small frightened children.

A few police came out of the small building and looked in wonder at the organized Jewish
group marching by with peiyos and beards, children and infants, with suitcases and baggage.
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I was carrying a nice-looking suitcase that my dear sister had brought from Leningrad. It ®
was attractive and light. Without warning, one of border police ran over to me, grabbed the
suitcase in his murderous hands and asked roughly, “What is in this suitcase?”

Due to the surprise, I lost my tongue. Then an idea flashed through my mind: ‘T am a deaf
mute.’ I just gazed at the thug with his gun like a lost sheep without fear.

“What is in this suitcase?!” he screamed like a ferocious wolf.

Hearing the screams, the people who were in the front rows stopped in their tracks like
stones. No one moved from their places; only their eyes followed the unfolding scene.

Inside, I was begging G-d that this should not affect my dear father, G-d forbid, and that
no one should suffer because of me. The policeman, full of murder, grabbed the suitcases and
ordered me to follow him. He moved toward the building and I remained rooted to my place.

When he saw that I was not following him, he ran back full of anger, grabbed my hand and
led me back to the police building. “What is in the suitcase?” an officer asked again with his
eyes burning like a thief. He cursed and screamed in German, but I just looked at him and
remained silent like a dummy. “Open the suitcase!” he commanded again. Then, he opened it
himself.

When he saw that it was just a blanket, he calmly told his men, “There are probably gold
coins hidden inside.”

They felt, rubbed, shook, and then hit the blanket with their weapons. Like wild animals,
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where my row was.

us to a Jewish camp in Czechoslovakia.

®

they stabbed at it with their bayonets. They penetrated the blanket in several places, but
except for some grey cotton, they found nothing. “Take your blanket and get back into line,” he
ordered. Like before, I just remained standing there as a deaf mute, while really understanding
every word. So, he ordered his men to repack the suitcase and led me by my hand back to

However, the rows weren’t there anymore. The self-sacrificing Lubavitchers couldn’t rest;
they spread out in the open area waiting impatiently with worry. When they saw me, they
quickly filled the rows with happy hearts. The police allowed us to continue on like a quiet herd
of sheep and showed us where to go. Trucks were standing ready for us not far away. They took

My dear holy father said that we prevailed at the border in merit of the blanket that we
offered to the holy Rebbetzin to cover herself with. We were all sure of it.

=

e
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Chapter VII — Stops on our Journey

It seems that the camp in Czechoslovakia was used by the German officers, may their names
be erased. It had some esthetic human conveniences: hot and cold water, a big yard, and a
kosher kitchen where hundreds of survivors received warm freshly-cooked food. The UNRRA
(United Nations Relief and Rehabilitation Administration) or the Joint (the American Jewish
Joint Distribution Committee) concerned themselves with getting the Lubavitchers strictly
kosher food, like canned vegetables, containers of fish and fruit, lots of chocolates and so on.

Responsible for distributing the food were my dear sister Hadassah and Chatzkel, or
Yechezkel Brod. With great devotion and loving hearts, they would bring the correct portion
amounts for every person and every family. Understandably, Hadassah made sure that the
best and most-needed food was given to the familiar noble woman first. Everyone else received
regular equal portions.

We continued on our way in animal-transport trucks through Czechoslovakia until the
Austrian border. Then we traveled on in regular trucks over Austrian roads.

Those traveling with us were probably amazed at the newly paved asphalt road which cut
through endless beautiful orchards. On both sides of the road, tall trees grew all kinds of fruit,
such as apples, pears, and plums. The wondrous fruit shined to all in splendor. In Russia, we
never saw anything like this near the roads.

In the evening, we arrived at the capital city, Vienna, the city of music, where the world
famous musician Foganeny sang in her streets over a hundred years ago, “I love you Vienna...”
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AN ® A
Although it was after the Nazi destruction, it had lit up streets, old palaces, and nice storefronts,
but their people were not as fine.

They were anti-Semites - against us. Sitting around the main train station, their hateful
stares drilled into our souls. They were full of hate, not wanting to sit or stand near us, or to
speak to us. Their anger expressed one attitude: “You weak dirty Jews. You are still alive? You
still exist? We didn’t destroy you yet?”

Their spitefulness toward us tore at our hearts with knives. It gave us no rest.

They didn’t keep us there for too long. Sitting on the trucks once again, we started to feel as
if we were in the Garden of Eden, Jews among Jews, friend amongst friends.

Suddenly, we stopped in middle of the road. They instructed us to run to the barracks of a
former concentration camp, which we could barely see from afar, fenced off with tall electric
wires. (The electricity no longer worked.)

We had to hurry because it was almost nightfall. Everyone grabbed rooms and gathered
some straw which was scattered around in the yard to use as beds for the night. Whoever was
able ran before the others.

First, my sister and I (literally) grabbed a room for the familiar noble woman who was not
able to run as we did. Then we took a little straw to serve as her “queen bed”. Next, we caught a
room for my dear father and brother. Hadassah and I ended up sleeping near a little wall in the
hallway.

Yet, the knowledge of what happened here drilled through us like hot iron-rods. “Right here,
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literally, in this electrically-fenced camp, the Nazis, may their name be erased, wore down,
tortured with inhuman terrible tortures hundred and thousands of our innocent holy Jewish
brothers. From here, they sent them to the gas chambers of Treblinka, Majdanek and others.
They were burned and tortured. Why? For what reason? Only for their Jewish holiness, their
Jewish ancestry; Because they were Jews, G-d’s nation! Shma Yisroel!!”

It seemed as if from under the blinding darkness one could hear the terrible screams of
millions of innocent Jews. It was the screams of holy sacrifices, the tortured, the weakened, the
degraded, the beaten, the chased, and the deceased. Maybe some escaped, ailing, torn apart,
running to human freedom from the inhuman German Nazi animals, anti-Semites the likes of
which have never been seen before in world history.

The next day, they again packed us onto trucks, traveling further on the despised German
soil. We finally reached the huge Jewish camp in Poking, in the American Zone, under the
command of the American Military Police.

In general, after the terribly hard war years, the broken bombed out Europe busied itself
with re-establishing their lands and citizens. They hardly thought about the tortured, half-
alive, exhausted Jewish survivors. Only Jewish organizations from America and Eretz Yisroel
cared for us.

Most of the support came from the Joint which was established in 1914. It was formed by
joining of many charity organizations to provide immense needed help for European Jews,
especially Russian immigrants, during the years of World War I. They provided real help and
support for European Jews!

a\,
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After World War II, the Joint supported and provided for remnants of the Jewish People
from concentration camps, partisans from the forests, and those who were in hiding - the
hungry, homeless, wandering, orphaned, hounded Jewish survivors striding on the face of the
corrupt world. They organized temporary relief camps to provide needed food, clothing and
other provisions. They concerned themselves in getting the survivors, individuals and groups,
to the protected camps.

Lubavitchers were also considered wandering survivors, but of a different sort. Lubavitchers
were thought of as strong self-sacrificing Jews who escaped Communist Russia in order to
spread Torah and Judaism. We had spiritual goals — to build the spiritual splendor of the
Jewish Nation, according to the direction and influence of the holy Frierdiker Rebbe.
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Chapter VIII — Pocking, Germany

Pocking was one of the biggest refugee camps on German (may their name be erased) soil,
approximately 120 kilometers from Munich in the American Zone. It had been a German (may
their name be erased) air force base during the terrible war. The camp was like a small town,
with paved streets and long barracks. It was fully inhabited by Jewish refugees from different
countries (Poland, Austria, Czechoslovakia, Hungary and others), from different communities
with different customs and languages. It was a Jewish world containing smaller Jewish worlds.

When we arrived at the camp, it was already settled and lived in. For us Lubavitchers, they
set aside some barracks on a side street near a wooded area and with a park at the edge. Every
family received their own room and we finally settled, thank G-d, not on wheels.

The first step for the wandering Lubavitchers, the Rebbe’s Chassidim, was to open a Yeshiva
“Tomchei Tmimim” for older students, a Cheder for children, a Shul, and a Beis Medrash
for adults. Then we established a special place to receive food supplies and clothing, from
the Joint and UNRRA. This was all done with the strong holy power and influence of the
Frierdiker Rebbe, through his superhuman efforts in America and in the Joint. Thus, the whole
neighborhood of Lubavitcher blocks looked like an organized, separated “kingdom” — Pocking-
Lubavitch.

This difficult time was like “Exodus from Egypt in our Time.”

We found ourselves on despicable German soil, soaked and drenched with Jewish blood,
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AN ® A
Jewish sorrow, pain and suffering the likes of which never occurred in the entire human
history. So, our life was not really a life; it was a life without existence. The feeling of pain was
constant and the unforgettable grief was endless. There was tears and brokenness.

From my first encounter with the respected righteous Rebbetzin Chana, royal mother of the
Rebbe MH”M leader of our generation, our relationship was like a soul-connection — like a
mother to a child. This is despite the fact that I did not know her lofty roots. The Rebbetzin had
nobility, splendor and dignity, coupled with an uplifted personality, goodness, wisdom, and
devotion to every individual and to all. This drew me close to her with a strong love, reminiscent
of the love I had to my loving holy mother of blessed memory whose shining soul-glance could
lighten every pain. The special connection I felt was also due to the memory of the Rebbetzin’s
words upon deciding to leave Russia, “with these young people I will go,” and the responsibility
that came with it.

I was connected to her with an attachment that was higher than reason and stronger than
words! I never asked anyone who exactly this noble lonely woman was and what type of
Rebbetzin she was. For me the word “Rebbetzin” was very distant. In Russia, we had to be very
careful not to use the word, even when referring to my dear mother.

“Mrs. Chana” was close to me, beloved and inspiring with her lofty personality. She was an
exceptional mentch to every one of us.

When I would visit her she would be relaxed and happy. She would hug me like a dear
mother and say, “My child! When you come you bring joy to my heart.”

©
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Our meetings would bring joy to both of us and, in those times, joy was a rarity.

At times, she would say dreamingly, “My heart cleaves and gnaws with a great longing for
my children!” Then she would modestly add, “I have a son in America,” and not another word.
But her face would shine brightly with motherly love and holiness.

Often she would speak of the bitter dark period of her husband’s zatzal imprisonment, but
never talk of his greatness. She only talked about the hardships and experiences of a Jewish
chassid and tzaddik.

About her personal difficulties and suffering, she spoke very little. She only spoke of how
she worried about others and suffered with them for their hunger or pain. I never heard from
her any bitterness or resentment towards others. It was as if everyone she ever encountered
were holy and fine. Her own suffering and pains were hidden in the depths of her soul. She was
genuinely a Tzidkanis in the root of her soul!

I would always remember her request: “Don’t forget me!” Those words would ring inside me
and still continue to ring till today. They are instilled and rooted in my heart forever!

Just being in her company was a great lesson in life. Her presence lit up the world and lifted
it higher. She showed true friendship to young and old. She loved every dear Jew from the
depth of her soul.

Those years were different times than now, when even young children know many details
about the Rebbe, the holy lineages of the Rabbeim, their Chassidic teachings, their conduct,
influence and so on...

In those times, children knew very little about Judaism because of the Communist anti-
Semitic decrees, pressure and fear. They forced us to learn in Soviet-influenced government
schools which were totally against religion, especially the Jewish religion. Religion was one of
the greatest crimes, punishable by prison and even death.
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Just speaking the Yiddish language caused embarrassment; Even listening to someone
talk Yiddish could be dangerous. The only exceptions were in some religious Jewish homes,
especially those of Lubavitcher Chassidim, where there was an everlasting implanted holy
belief in G-d. There had to be belief with self-sacrificing strength to teach Torah and uphold
Jewish traditions. Boys learned in hidden cheders and Yeshivas, or in private homes, in many
cities and towns, under the leadership of the Rabbeim from generation to generation. However,
there were absolutely no Jewish organized learning institutes for girls. Maybe a few learned by
themselves — holy Rebbetzins!

Often, the children from Chassidic homes led a double life; they were in two opposite worlds.
Only the strong unchanging love and bond to their dear parents inspired the children to be
true Jews in the depth of their hearts and souls and yet not show it on the outside. The bright
faithful love of the home had the greatest influence on children.

In Chassidic homes, like mine for example, our parents taught and implanted within us that
a Jew must be a true Jew at all times, in all places and in all circumstances. They instilled true
love and respect for parents to the point where there was nothing more dear and holy than their
word! This was because the children saw and knew that their parents were the embodiment of
the Jewish spirit. They ingrained within us a refinement and respect toward our every fellow
man, whether young or old.

They infused within us the concept that the Creator is above all else and is found in all of
creation. They taught that when a Jew does something it is only for its own sake, not to make
a show. (When a Jew does a mitzvah, the reward is the mitzvah itself.) We must act with all of
our physical and spiritual abilities even when it is very difficult. To do something for another,
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her merit protect us and all of Israel! Amen!

generations!

®

that is G-d’s command! They implanted within us self-sacrifice for Jewish truth! We acted
Chassidic according to the ways of elder Chassidim who received their guidance from the holy
Rebbes and Rebbetzins of Lubavitch. An example is the righteous noble Rebbetzin Chana, may

Her holy name Chana now shines and lives on in almost every Chabad Chassidic home
in the world. In her memory, dear Chassidic girls bearing her name grow and flourish. May
they live and may their numbers grow. They are raised upon the foundations of the Rebbe’s
Chassidic teachings and influence. The Rebbe Melech Hamoshiach, her dear loving son, is the
leader of the generation and the light of spiritual Jewish illumination for our generation and all

We have the merit and fortune to be able to turn to our great world leader and to be under
the crown of his holy G-dly-illuminated wisdom.

Possessing the ability to ignite a great Jewish light that leads us through the darkness to the
Redemption, the holy Rebbe Shlita instilled and implanted in the world a human understanding
of the light of the Torah. The Rebbe taught with heavenly wisdom and influence derived from a
bond between heaven and earth. He showed us Divine providence in the ways of life, with the
goal that every man fulfill his G-dly mission on this earth with happiness and self sacrifice, with
heartfelt love, and with certitude that the Creator is the only controller of the world and that He
is the well from which comes all abilities to help a person in everything he does.

G-d is one and his name is one! G-d, the world and all that is in it are one!
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Chapter IX — The American Military Police

Every member of the American Military Police, the MP, held a pistol and a long leather
whip to cause fear or possibly hit people with their strong hidden hatred of Jews. Thank G-d,
everything went well except for one incident that happened on a Shabbos. The MP locked Reb
Yisroel Kook in a small barrack for some kind of violation. So he spent his time alone, learning,
davening and saying Tehillim.

The curious people of Pocking, gathered around the barrack, could not rest either. After
Shabbos was over, Reb Yisroel ripped open the barrack with brilliance and strength, like
Shimshon Hagibor. From then on, the MP did not disturb the Chabad people.

My brother was then a bochur in yeshiva. (Today, he is known as Harav Hagoan, Harav
Hachasid Reb Gershon Mendel Garelik , the Rav of Milan and its surroundings.) He would often
ask me to sit on a bench near the small wooded area by our block. I would act as the lookout
in case any MP would be coming. In case they came by, I was to speak loudly to them and my
brother in the woods would hear. In the meantime, he collected wood, twigs and branches in
order to heat the Rebbetzin’s oven that we built for her. Impatient and in fear, I would barely
manage to wait for him to finally come happily loaded up with wood.

When winter descended, bringing rain, wind and cold, heating wood in Pocking became
very rare. My brother’s idea was an excellent way to help the lonely woman with something that
was very needed. By myself, I wouldn’t have thought of it.

One time, he came to me pained with worry. “There is nowhere to find even a twig.
Everything is soaked through and through.” With a friend, he found a hut in the woods, either
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belonging to the MP or the Nazis (may their name be erased), and figured out the hours when
no one was around. They planned to find some firewood from there. They asked me to guard
the path to the hut and warn them of any danger of MP passing by.

It was a very cold wet early morning, but there was no other alternative. I went along with
them and I quickly noticed a room in the hut with a wooden table, chairs and shelving. I then
ran to guard the path. I could hear the sounds of breaking and shattering wood. Suddenly, all
was still.

I could hear the sounds of an MP vehicle approaching and apparently they also heard the
noise. Quicker than quick, they hid away the “treasure” in the woods. Then, they ran over to me
and took me under the arm, as they do in Russia, and calmly continued down the path in the
direction of the camp.

When the vehicle of the American Military Police drew alongside us, they stopped and stared
at us with wonder and murderous looks. With their whips waving on all sides, they angrily
asked, “What are you doing here?” My brother answered simply, “We are taking a stroll with a
girl friend.” They laughed hysterically like fools, babbled something in their English language,
and drove off happily.

When we were out of their sight, the three of us ran as fast as leaves in a storm wind and hid
in the barracks. Everything went by all right, understandably, in the merit of Rebbetzin Chana.

In the evening dusk hours, unnoticed by the MP, the bochurim brought back the smashed
tables, chairs and shelves, which served to heat Rebbetzin Chana’s oven for a while.

©
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Chapter X — My Sister Hadassah

My dear sister Hadassah (Mrs. Perman, of blessed memory) was also friendly and beloved
heart to heart by the Rebbetzin. It started from our first meeting in Lemberg departing Russia,
and continued with her help along the way and in Pocking.

Time passed. One day brought the next. Then news arrived: “Another train with our people,
thank G-d, arrived in Poland. However, their condition is unbearably hard.” The Frierdiker
Rebbe asked us to send them some young shluchim to help their situation.

The spiritual committee of Pocking Lubavitch, with the confirmation and blessing of the
holy Frierdiker Rebbe, chose two yeshiva bochurim, Reb Sholom Mendel Kalmanson and Reb
Moshke Marasow, and my dear beloved sister Hadassah Garelik. She was a heroic girl with
outstanding talents in all areas. We could write books about her alone — about her Chassidic
heroism throughout the years under all conditions.

The mission was a general one, but for us it was personal. We worried about her and missed
her immeasurably.

Our righteous father gave us faith with the holy Rebbe’s blessing and the urgency of the
mission. He spoke as a shliach himself of the holy Rebbe in the Crimean Peninsula in the dark
times of Stalin’s hell, under the threat of persecution, jail, hunger, and difficulties in every
dangerous minute — with unlimited fear and pain.

The holy righteous Rebbetzin Chana also interested herself in Hadassah’s mission with
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devotion. She cheered me up with her wisdom, understanding, and her sensitive lofty soul. She
blessed the shluchim with a safe return and with success for all the arriving survivors.

The self-sacrificing strength of Hadassah and the bochurim is indescribable. They exerted
themselves incredibly on behalf of the Russian Jews who were deserted during the after-war
years in favor of a Communist Poland full of murderers. Regarding the great help for our
refugees, there is just a little written, like the tip of an iceberg, in the history book entitled
“Toldos Chabad B’'Russia HaSovietis”. See years 5678-5710, page 405.

I wonder at the modesty, humility and holiness of Hadassah. She almost never spoke about
the unbelievable self-sacrifice she had in the dangerous activities of the mission.

Her good-hearted devoted love for every one of those refugees, with sacrifice for every
individual at every opportunity, had no measure or limit.

Till today, people talk lovingly about the respect and exalted care that she had for others.
They speak about her goodness that was without limit, her heroic boldness and Jewish heroism.
She quite simply saved people with her wisdom and heroism! They talk about her dedication,
her refined way of speaking, and her lofty talents — that are all extraordinary!

While she was yet in school, her speeches were very impressive and notable. Their incredible
substance was wondrous. She had unlimited genius talent.

In Prague, she established a Chabad elementary school called Beis Sarah. In Paris, France,
she also established a Chabad elementary school under the name “Beis Rivkah,” according to
the wishes of the Frierdiker Rebbe. For many years, she was the head of N’shei Chabad. In Kfar
Chabad, she influenced children that walked the streets, at the request of the Frierdiker Rebbe
in a letter he wrote to her.
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Chapter XI — A Great Revelation

i\

In Pocking Lubavitch, there were no learning institutions for women and girls. There was an
exception. One girl, Rivka Liss, taught us informally. She was from Poland before the war and
had lived and learned in Polish Chabad Lubavitch surroundings. Her father of blessed memory
was the Rosh Yeshiva of the Lubavitch Yeshiva in Otwock, Poland. Rivka would teach a few
Torah concepts. We knew just a little from our dear loved homes. However, we had more than
a lot of questions.

I, especially, would “exhaust” Rivka with my continuous questions, though we were best of
friends. One time, she couldn’t hold herself back and said, “When you want to eat, you have
to first put the food in your mouth, then chew and then swallow. Only in this way will you be
satisfied.”

That was the best and most correct answer. It was the answer that one would have heard
from a big Talmid Chochom and Chassid. From this I understood, that when we want to gain
knowledge, we must use our own efforts and study.

Our living quarters were next to two unforgettable, dear, friendly families. One family
consisted of Rivka Liss, her mother Leah Liss, and Rivka’s aunt Chaya Sarah (sister of Leah).
They were good-hearted, cheerful and intelligent people. The second family was the Junik
family. The Junik parents were extremely fine and gentle people. Their children were: Etty
Junik (a friend with heart and soul), Berel — a yeshiva bochur, Dovid, and Meir, who for certain
reasons remained alone in Russia. We all had tribulations... We were all devoted and suffered
with each other, like sister-friends in our enclosed refugee camp. We would knock on the walls
to each other; this was our “broken telephone.”
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We would go together to explore other streets to see the people from other countries. We
would wonder and not understand their lifestyles and their appearance. (G-d shouldn’t punish
us for this.)

In Russia, we had never see things like this: People dressed with long coats, curled peiyos,
striemels, black socks, and white socks, etc. We only knew our fellow Lubavitchers with our
own customs and with our own holy Rebbe — the only Rebbe in the entire world!! We looked
at them as if they were Jews from another planet. We wanted to know why they were different.
We want to know and understand. In general, we wanted to know everything we could about
our Jewish Nation.

On warm summer Shabbos afternoons, the Jews in Pocking would go out for a stroll. We
would also take a stroll from time to time.

The places of wondrous nature surrounding us drew us with their beauty — the beauty of the
forests, and the many types of blossoming flowers and grasses. Most amazing was the wonder

Jew-haters.

On one such stroll, we discovered that they had opened a religious Jewish learning
institution for girls. It was under the leadership of Rabbi Halberstam, in Furstenzell, not too far
from Pocking.

My yearning was always to learn more and more. Precious time was not meant to pass
in emptiness. My limited, yet deep, Jewish principals were based on the Torah stories and
stories of Tzadikim that were told to us by our dear, beloved, righteous parents. They were the
Lubavitcher Rebbe’s staunch shluchim without compromise even in the difficult times of the
religious persecutions. My dear father would always say, “Everything has to be as in Lubavitch.”
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One sunny Shabbos morning, I returned to my barrack in a good mood after visiting the
Rebbetzin. I was still in awe of the Rebbetzin’s genuine elevated friendliness, cheerfulness,
heartiness and her holy Shabbos mood, where holiness emanated from every corner. My heart
rejoiced and it seemed as if the whole world shined like her. It was like our home in Russia — full
of Shabbos holiness. The sun shined warmly, the sky was blue, the clouds were like snow-white
mountaintops, and the surroundings sang spring’s revival song, even in this hateful territory.
G-d’s world rejoiced with its reviving force and the heavenly sun that shined on every creation
on earth. It cheered the world and raised my spirits with the pureness of life.

Returning to our block, all was silent with Shabbos calm and neatness. Walking to the
barrack, one could feel the emptiness of the hallway from one corner to the other. Not wanting
to disturb anyone, I quietly made my way toward our room. Suddenly, a young attractive
woman strode toward me. Her age-old Jewish attractive appearance had always aroused in me
a feeling of respect. I thought that her outer appearance reflected her inner self. She came at me
with determination as if to pierce me with the bitterness of her heart. It was as if I had stolen a
“treasure” from her. She said, “Do you think I don’t know where you are coming from?! Do you
think I don’t know that you want to buy yourself favor in the eyes of the Rebbetzin’s greatness?
She has friends that are better and that came before you!”

“Which Rebbetzin and with what greatness?” I asked in wonder. “And you make yourself as
if you don’t know?” she responded. “The Rebbetzin that you are coming from, the mother of the
Rebbe’s son-in-law!!!”

“What?!” I repeated in shock and wonder, “the mother of the Rebbe’s son-in-law?!” I was
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swept between sensations of hot and cold. My head spun and I almost fell. I barely made it
to my room. I was hardly able to calm myself from the astonishment, distress and pain of
my own smallness, nothingness, and foolish naivety. How could I have not known what was
going on before my very eyes? I was so foolish not to have figured out and known who the
lady was. Especially, seeing the great respect the other travelers had toward her, I should have
understood that there is some special secret stature that she possessed. Even in Lvov, they had
told us that the whole train was waiting for her. So why wasn’t I using my head to think beyond
my simple devotion and true friendship for the pain of my fellow traveler — the lonely noble
woman with the shining soul?

I lectured myself in this fashion and remained in personal agony, not able to find rest. I was
ashamed of myself for being so naive and foolish.

My excited confusion led me to misunderstand the injustice and simple libel against me. It
was really the opposite. I saw how people respected the Rebbetzin and were interested in her
well-being, so I was also happy with them. I only did not know the correct truth, that they were
long acquainted friends, long-devoted Chassidim, and that they knew her great holy roots and
lineage. In their eyes, I was just a newcomer. I was intolerably broken. I thought they were
right in their reasoning. After several days of contemplation and calming myself, I came to the
conclusion that it was not right for me to disturb anyone and certainly not to, G-d forbid, be
angry at any of the dear, devoted, self-sacrificing Chassidim. They were justified. The whole
story was a misunderstanding. Everyone was right and wanted to do good and even better!

The very best attitude is not to bring anyone to distress and to hold grudges — that would
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be terrible. The best thing for me would be to go learn Judaism at the girls’ seminary that was
opening with G-d’s help. Learning and more learning was always my goal and yearning. What
was better than learning Judaism, the purest most beautiful enrichment in life? It is the purest
well of our Jewish spirituality from generation to generation in daily life. I understood that
I must give up my “Chassidic” grudge that tramples on the foundation of Torah. The Torah
teaches and is transmitted by parents in every generation, “Love your fellow, as you love
yourself.” Every Jew has his or her personal feelings, yet not always does each person and
situation naturally comply with the proper behavior in day to day life.

My father was very happy with my decision to study in the seminary.

Due to my respect toward the holy Rebbetzin, I couldn’t allow myself to leave without telling
her about it. When I visited her, we both greatly enjoyed the meeting — as always! Since I
hadn’t visited in a while, the Rebbetzin told me, “I beg of you, don’t forget me. Friendship is
the brightness in life.” These heartfelt words penetrated my soul; they became entrenched and
rooted forever.

When I came again, I told the Rebbetzin about my hope to travel and learn in a Jewish
seminary for girls. Her intelligent eyes shined, as always, with understanding and bright rays
of devotion. “My child,” she said lovingly, “I will miss you like a daughter. But what doesn’t a
mother do for a daughter. A mother wants a daughter to be happy and satisfied. So, I am happy
for you.” Her fine distinguished appearance gushed with rosy-good feelings. I traveled with her
holy blessings and appreciation. Ten Lubavitcher girls traveled there together. They called us
“the Russians.”

©

91 o)

6/19/2011 8:29:56 PM ‘ ‘



RYWN 110 1" - PRIV NNNWN 17IWN

5MIvoEa NDa /2 P

(WIWTIR PR VONVWIR-1IVD WOWIY P — "HTIv0TPD”

WT LLLINPRIDIN OYYX "PUIOI” TTIN IND WOWIY T PR TIRGOT WO IWT NI "PIRD-YIN”
X - 0T PR PO WIRLWNL PX LOXOWIN [WH 1P VI AR PR IIK) IRPDYD WPIYI WWT?
PR NN PWINRINN PYOYTYAYI YOOI ,YIYHoYn Biatalabial WKDIJbPIJWUJ T NI TIRDWU”T PR (MYyV
PO IRDTIN PO'DININD , PIROHDPN YOX - MTNHON — VOPD X ND YROND K — J°T IND VANT |PINI T

PO PR LLJIWIND-DINP D) YprYIYI0 1D NWIN PO PV PN IWONAVITIR YRIKD IPWIIMD YOI K
T UPPIPIND LR YNYOR  TTIR LIWWONRIATY 10 1077 K WN LL0OPN 11D VIVTIVIDR N N, TORN K
LIRIDW YWY TR PIRA YW — 107 PN DYOX 191 MO, T ,Nmna 11D pwn
PIPYINDVIRIND 12510 NI 0T JIWTIMIND N 1D LPANPMR 7P VIDYR VI IRDIP P ON OY
Y9N 1OYOWIE D ,7ID T XD WIwh ]IND NNDWNH YWOPT K YROND OYT 12NN LITNI L.pWUH
IX M OPIX PR OYON WD Y991 - qwaaysIpTNavm K IR OTYIVR 01 WAPIYI 03 7T 19D UKD ORI
YPURINA PIPD IOV 0T L YPRD YIAPIyAYTR N0 WT N5 WHW T — 15-14 N X 115 Y077
D"MIN PN YWY 7D YPTMININD ']N'?'I'”D ]N‘?TUDUJNTND ™1 VYYD WILYN ,H1TIVDPD WND
,°I00Y L PYWY PTIVY PIWTOWIRD Po Ppvby  BYT 10177, 007 0T PRIVOMIN (07PN T IND
YIIR-O07A PR JWIPOIP PIWOT 101 1D ANk T 191 T pp (MITW) O'PYOR pIvw 0T 400
SN YOR PRN PRI PRP — WTIRD Y — L ODIPYI IR WIANTYI WNPI DN VOPM DN YROND
IR JINT UM NNERD WHOPNW VM LPYDID O BNTHIR WT WONK ..APAP WWT? WT NT
WNRI T PR WWOKR) OXLWIPIYRA 22910 I INDTN

[€ C’\\J l O ‘ jb b

Chapter XII — At the Seminary in Furstenzell

Furstenzell was my first institute of study after leaving Russia and also, if I am not mistaken,
the first religious seminary in Germany after the Holocaust.

The name speaks for itself — it means, a palace of rulers. It was a palace for squires built in
the depths of the forest, separated from the world. It had a big farm area for domestic animals,
horses and birds... Everything was spotlessly clean. It never had the appearance and feeling of a
farm. A German family were the caretakers of the palace. We never had any dealings with them
except for a young German 14-15-year-old who was the attendant for the seminary, carrying
out the garbage, cleaning the yard, grooming the trees and so on. It seems that the palace was
rented or bought by the Jewish community under the leadership of Admur Rabbi Halberstam.

For us Russians, everything was unfamiliar. There was only one teacher. She was a good-
natured, serious, educated, teenage girl from Hungary. The students were homeless orphans
from Auschwitz, Treblinka and other concentration camps and us ten Lubavitchers! Yet, we
were all united by our Jewish hearts and Jewish language.

Morah Malka was wonderful. She was responsible for the learning, the dormitory, and all
our needs. She acted like a devoted mother. The dear, fine, warmhearted girls were the orphans
of rabbis and rebbes from Czechoslovakia, Austria, Hungary, Poland and other countries.
Their knowledge in how to run a home was amazing. They cooked, baked, and kept everything
perfectly clean, with sisterly love and feeling one for the other. They helped the teacher in
every way. Their tremendous warmth and respect is indescribable. They, of course, created a
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loving family atmosphere also to us Russians. They were very vigilant in keeping their agenda
in learning and davened a lot and carefully made the blessings together before eating and after

lineage.

I often said that I know of only one Rebbe, the holy Rebbe of Lubavitch, the “head of the
Jewish Nation” — the Rebbe of the world!! This is what my father always told me!

One time, late on a cold stormy winter night, we were preparing for an exam. We sat as a
friendly group together in a heated large room engrossed in study. Suddenly, a girl ran over to
me happily, saying, “Go quickly to the teacher’s private room. There is a telephone call for you.”

Like an arrow flung from a bow, I ran — full of twisted worries. What happened at home?
How could I have left all my dear ones alone in the cold, harsh winter? Who could be calling me
on this “island”? How did they know there was a telephone here? I didn’t even know there was
a telephone. In those years, it was a rare luxury. Telephone conversations were usually only
held at a post office.

When I came to the teacher, she still held the telephone in her hand. She said, “The phone
conversation just ended. This is a message from your mother (the holy Rebbetzin) to give over
to her daughter — that means you — and she called you by name, that she is departing for Paris
at six o’clock in the morning. She is asking you to come say good bye and travel with her until
Frankfort!”

©

93 a

‘ ‘ Master Drimer Sivan 5771 Hebrew side.indd 93 @

eating. They kept Shabbos with great dedication, similar to the way they kept every detail of
Judaism in general. They acted like their dear unforgettable parents did with pride in their holy
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For a while I was in shock, like in a deep fog. I said to myself, “Six o’clock in the morning!
It’s now twelve o’clock midnight. I am sure the Rebbetzin knows that it is twelve midnight.” I
thought to myself, “If the Rebbetzin called me now, she must know that I could get there on
time!”

As if reading my thoughts, the teacher asked, “This must have been the great elevated
Rebbetzin of Lubavitch that you speak of from the family of the Lubavitcher Rebbe — the
one about which you always say ‘there is only one Rebbe in the world, the only leader of the
generation,’ like your father taught you. And your father’s word is holy of holies by you.”

“Yes,” I repeated, “the Rebbe is the leader of the Jewish world. And this is the uplifted
righteous Rebbetzin for all of us — an example of incredible mentchlichkeit, of friendship and
devotion, of wisdom and holiness!”

“There is a way!” the teacher said enthusiastically. “At three o’clock in the morning there is a
train from here to Munich that makes a stop at the station in Pocking! From there you will have
to go by foot. You will be able to make it there on time.”

Not waiting for my answer, the teacher immediately called to the caretaker and told him to
quickly hitch the big wagon to two horses because we had to get to the train station before three
o’clock. Running out, she instructed the girls, “In ten minutes, we will all travel and escort our
dear friend Y. G. (Yevah Garelik) to the train station. She must travel to Pocking right away to
be there by six o’clock in the morning!”

Like on eagles’ wings, we traveled, rather “flew”, through the deep forest crammed into the
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wagon in the cold frosty night. There was singing, joy, laughter and noise. We arrived on time
to the train.

The Furstenzell station never saw such happy, young, enthusiastic passengers. But I was the
only one amongst my 30 dear friends that actually traveled with the repulsive German train
with my lovely teacher!

The train hurried and swallowed kilometers, disturbing the quiet of the night with its deep
thumping breath. Meanwhile, my thoughts pursued me, “Do not be late, do not be late...”

I got onto the train and walked down the aisle on the train car between disgusting Germans
on both sides, who rested half-asleep during their sleep time. A scene unfolded before my
eyes. With hatred, hidden murder, and bitter haughtiness, the German were glaring at a tired
emaciated Jew with a bowl hanging from around his neck. He asked them, “Please buy some
fresh, good, fat herring of the best kind.” He went like this from German to German. They
mumbled angrily at him and it seemed like they were about to throw him out the door or the
window.

When the marketing sounds of this Jewish vendor reached my consciousness, it made a
tumult in my whole being. He was a Jewish brother. “What’s going on here?” a turbulent voice
said inside of me. It ignited within me a feeling of mercy for him, for me, and for the whole
world. It also aroused within me a hatred for the German enemy, for all Jewish enemies, and
for the Jewish destruction.

He was my brother! He was embittered and just saved from their inhuman thuggish hands
and now he is lowering himself to them, so that they could enjoy fat, fresh food, even in middle
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of the night. What’s more, he is asking for their help to buy from him. Again the fallen Jew —
the same “Zhid” (G-d forbid) — is bowing to the corrupt Germans.

Were the gift packages that we received in the camps from our Jewish brother not enough for
him? This was rescue assistance from our own goodhearted, holy, charitable Jewish brothers!!

“Why are you so furious?” a second voice gnawed at me like a lit candle bending in the wind.
“Look and see how the poor Jew looks. Maybe he still hasn’t joined any camp and he doesn’t
have any gift packages. Look at his courage in such a situation. He reaches beyond his strength
and fear, even in a train in middle of the night, to earn his livelihood and existence from the
thieves of yesterday. Maybe he doesn’t want to take donations, even brotherly donations, like
I do. He wants to show our enemies a new heroic way — to show that he is not afraid of them.
Gone are those times of Jewish fear. Jewish fear must only be for the Creator. The Germans are
now the conquered ones. The Creator guards the Jewish Nation and leads them to the vital joy
of our Redemption.

I still know little. I can’t comprehend. I see the Jew as a herring-merchant in the wrong
place. I see him again as the same “Zhid” from the Russian film called Lustike Chavria. There
was a ship with people from many different races. A Jew walks over to the chief captain, a tired
Zhidel (G-d forbid), and asks him in a broken Yiddish, “How much does this ship cost? Huh?”
At this point, the whole audience burst out in laughter. From all sides, I heard the anti-Semitic
slur, “Do you want a chicken?” The laughter grows louder and I am crying. I never personally
felt the anti-Semitism as I did then.

©
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My loving teacher, who was sitting next to me, asked, “Why do you cry?” I answered, “From
all the laughter.” Disguised as a Christian, my Jewish teacher, replied with a Jewish sigh, “Yes,
they laugh at us too much here.”

21I007YDI "apy’ 2" o Na oy 25T "y 7257 N
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Chapter XIII — The Journey with the Rebbetzin

When I got off the train, the night was about to depart. The half-smiling moon with it pale
appearance helped me to find the way and escorted me with anticipation that I would arrive on
time!

Not only did I go, I ran between heaven and earth, with the rise of a new day. I uttered the
early morning blessings together with the Creator’s wonderful creations. As I ran with the first
rays of the sun, I saw the dreamed-of, long, positioned barracks in the distance. I thought that
everyone would still be dreaming in their sweet morning sleep. However, my heart was beating
with a strange feeling from the sudden difference in reality.

As I came closer, I could not believe my eyes. Next to the Rebbetzin’s block stood a closed
Military Police car. All around the block, there was a black sea of people who were there to
escort the Rebbetzin. They couldn’t pass up the great moment and merit to give respect to the
Lubavitcher heroic woman — the holy Rebbetzin! It looked like the whole Pocking was there.
How could I approach the Rebbetzin? Who am I? What am I? I definitely did not have chutzpa
and audacity.

From my great emotional turmoil, I immediately turned around and went to my own block.
I ran into our room (no one was there) to hide from the whole tumult. I was thinking, “Kein
Ayin Hara, what a crowd, what a gathering! I am very happy! However, how can I — such a
nothing — go over to my dear Rebbetzin in front of everyone? Everyone’s eyes should be on me?
Who am I? What am I? Who needs me there?”

Due to my exhaustion and pained heart, hot tears ran from my heart like a sobbing child.
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Suddenly, I heard loud announcements, “She is here! She is in her room!” They asked me,
“Why did you hide?” Soon a giant crowd shouted from all sides, “The holy Rebbetzin is waiting
for you! Come and don’t cause distress! Come, its late.” However, I remained determined not to
go. Then my father came.

My father said, “My child, you must travel. The righteous Rebbetzin is waiting for you. She
is certain that you already arrived.” My father’s word is holy for me!

As I approached the Rebbetzin’s car, with something like a security escort, I noticed the
herring-merchant in the distance and I also noticed how an important woman, a mother, was
pushing her daughter forward onto the step of the Rebbetzin’s vehicle. However, the brilliant
Rebbetzin motions to her, “No, no...” and does not let her enter. I began to tremble and wanted
to run away and hide in the crowd.

However, seeing me, the honored Rebbetzin Chana picked herself up and hugged me like a
mother to her dear child. Hot tears poured from her and I, like unstoppable streams, for our
suffering and for the suffering of all of the Jewish People! Locked in embrace, we traveled for a
while with tears and joy from the depths of our souls, without being able to utter a word. That
meeting was above words.

Soft white snowflakes fell from the sky, circling like white butterflies, and landing on the car
and the surroundings. It seemed to prepare a pure white carpet in honor of royalty to wish us a
successful journey!

I was barely able to control the feelings in my heart and my tears from everything that
was happening. I was emotional because of the reunion with the Rebbetzin, the fact that the
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Rebbetzin was taking leave, and the heart-ache of the girl who was stopped from entering the
Rebbetzin’s car because of me. This bothers me even today.

A representative of the Joint or from the consulate traveled with us in order to organize the
Rebbetzin’s papers properly. Together with him were two dear, lofty Lubavitcher Chassidim,
Reb A. M. and Reb S. G. They were important, enthusiastic, talented representative Lubavitcher
Chassidim to show the Chassidim’s support for the righteous, heroic, mother of Lubavitch
Royalty!

When we arrived in Munich, we went to a big, beautiful consulate building and rested there
for several hours until evening. Then we all traveled to the Munich train station (except for the
man from the consulate). Self understood, I went with faith and devotion step by step after the
Rebbetzin. I did not at all mix myself in arranging her documents and official matters; the two
great, important Chassidim were employed for that. It was one of the great miracles that the
Rebbetzin held the papers in her pocket...

We sat on the side in the big station in middle of a great crowd of hundreds of passengers.
Our dear Chassidim sat facing us, waiting patiently for the Frankfurt train to arrive. Suddenly,
there was a big commotion. A mix of people ran in all directions. There were noises and wild
shouts, “Attack the Jews! Attack the Jews!” There were horrifying gunshots. I do not know how,
but I grabbed the Rebbetzin and stood her in the vestibule of a locked door nearby. I stood in
front of her, protecting her with my body. A running young murderer with a loaded pistol fired
in our direction. I still see him as if he is front of me now. His face was heated up with a flaming
wild passion to kill. The shots flew in front of me, passed me by, and hit the side wall next to us.
The angry, young German thugs (may their names be erased) continued shooting at us several
times.
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The two Chassidim who were sitting opposite us were no longer in their places. Police
gave chase and dispersed the murderers. It then became relatively quiet. The Rebbetzin (in
whose merit we were protected) and I again threw ourselves into each other’s arms after being
miraculously saved. However, not knowing what happened to our dear Chassidim tormented
us with great worry. We searched for them wherever possible, but had no idea where they were.

The Frankfurt train arrived and everyone boarded the train, but the Chassidim were still not
there. Our worry for them was overwhelming. The holy Rebbetzin lost her strength — she was
oys mentch. The pain was great and she had nothing to grasp onto that would calm her down.
My consoling words were weak. I said, “We have to hope and believe that in the merit of their
shlichus and the Rebbetzin’s holiness G-d helped them run and hide. However, they can’t come
back here because it is still very dangerous.”

Seeing our confusion and despair, a conductor helped us onto the train at the last moment
before departure. Along the way, he politely inquired about the Rebbetzin’s health. We traveled
the entire night holding hands and not closing an eye, deeply impacted by our fearful encounter
and with great worry for the Chassidim. Harsh and vile is the murderous, empty hatred of our
magnificent, chosen, uplifted Jewish Nation!

“Our miracle was great and mighty — certainly in merit of the holy Rebbetzin,” I thought
while sitting next to her and pondering the grandeur of her holy being. I suddenly felt my
own smallness sitting next to such holiness, such a great soul. I moved a bit aside, while the
Rebbetzin sat with closed eyes absorbed in her own thoughts.
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As if reading my thoughts, the Rebbetzin — sage of the world — suddenly hugged me and
said with motherly tenderness, “With what shall I thank you? What present can I give you?
Anything I could give you would be too small. You saved my life! I will give you the best that I
now possess! A picture of myself! It is the dearest remembrance that I have of the unforgettable
hardest years of Russian exile. It is the picture I took for my passport to travel there to him,
where he was exiled in Chi’ili (Kazakhstan)... to the great indescribable genius Rav and Chassid,
may his merit always be upon us!!

“T am giving you another most dear picture, guarded like the apple of my eye, of my only dear
beloved grandchild whom I have never seen in Eretz Yisroel, the Holy Land! I give it only to
you! Look and behold. Don’t forget me as a child who lives with her mother’s remembrance. Be
blessed from the source of my soul. Your life should always be paved with luck and happiness!
May you live many long years with sustenance in all your actions. May you always find favor
in the eyes of G-d and man, like it is befitting to a Jewish daughter!! I am also giving you my
handkerchief with my initials! (I lost this on the way, maybe in the Kibbutz.) May Hashem
always bless you in every step you take! Remember me and don’t forget me! I will always
remember you!”

These words still ring in my mind and heart, and always will!

In the morning, we arrived in Frankfurt and transferred to a French train that was waiting
on a nearby track for the arrival of our train from Munich. As we transferred from train to
train, our soon-to-be separation froze all of our limbs with thought of the difficult farewell.
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The French conductor raised the signal that the train was about to leave. We hardly realized
that this was meant for us also. I helped the Rebbetzin to her assigned seat. I had to get off
the train. It was like a dream. The noble Rebbetzin escorted me to the door, with tears and
blessings for peace and success! Her heavenly charm, deep intelligent eyes and her whole being
radiated with wisdom and great hope for motherly joy and nachas! She was traveling to her
own beloved, G-d-blessed son, Melech Hamoshiach!!

Like in a deep fog, I escorted the train until I could no longer see it. Mesmerized, I stood
there for a long, long time and only saw the image of the train’s departure and the Rebbetzin’s
good-hearted loving smile. Her holy G-dly blessings will never be forgotten! I looked into the
empty space where her holy splendor had just been!
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Chapter XIV — Shabbos in a Kibbutz

Time did not stand still. The day continued on. An urgent inner voice, automatically asked:
“Where am I? Where am I supposed to go? What should I do right here in this despicable
land, without speaking the language, without money and without knowing anyone on a Friday
afternoon right before Shabbos? I am in middle of the tumult of a Frankfurt platform full of
German criminals that is hundreds of miles from my home — the Pocking refugee camp.” My
instincts pulled me to leave the area. The platform seemed to me like a closed box —a roof on
top, offices on one side and train tracks on the other side!

Getting back to myself a little, I began to move but without knowing where. I set out quietly
without courage and unsure of myself. I came to a tall door that seemed to be an exit onto a side
street. When I opened the door, I couldn’t believe my eyes. The sidewalk and the entire street
were full of pouring rain. It rained without mercy. It was like a flood or an overflowing wild
river. From my exhaustion and the suddenness of seeing this flood, my grieved heart closed up
and I cried uncontrollably. The tears poured like heavy raindrops. A cold wind ripped through
as if it wanted to chase away all the loathsome wicked spirits from the cursed German land.

All at once, I felt my hand in my pocket holding on to the picture of the Rebbetzin. Like
from a heavenly angel, I heard a voice from the depth of my neshama, “You are not alone, the
Creator is with you.” I see the Rebbetzin’s deep, intelligent eyes smile at me with friendship,
love, and courage!
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I look around carefully and see a car on the other side of the street standing in deep water.
A window is open and someone is shouting something to me and motioning with his hands.
Finally, the words reached me, “Are you Amcha? Are you Amcha? Don’t cry. My friend is
coming out of the store soon and we’ll bring the car around to get you and bring you to the
Kibbutz! Don’t cry!” His voice carried itself over the street, over the rain and wind, over my
loneliness, over my tears and over my terribly grieving heart.

When the waters receded a bit, the car with two yeshiva bochurim drove with great difficulty
to where I stood. With fun Jewish friendliness, happily and cheerfully, they said, “Rain is a
blessing from G-d! You are Amcha! Amcha is alive and thriving! Now we can come to the
Kibbutz with a great, important guest for Shabbos!” I understood some of their Hebrew words.
My “rain” poured from the depth of my soul. And they said, “We must hurry, not to be late for
candle lighting!”

The drive in the high waters disturbed the car a bit. Meanwhile, I overheard the two boys
talking about the reason they had ventured out in the flood to get to the store. They were short
a few candles for the girls for candle-lighting, and the girls absolutely would not agree to make
the blessings on electric lights. So the two bochurim went with self-sacrifice to bring them
Shabbos candles in memory of their holy parents! They bought extra so that there should be
enough for me as well. My thoughts followed my feelings and the greatness and holiness of the
Rebbetzin. Her wishes were fulfilled right here in the midst of this tortured city of Frankfurt. I
thought about how happy I should be that the Rebbetzin certainly arrived with the comfortable
train to her G-d-blessed, holy son in everlasting, heavenly-blessed joy!!
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As they drove into the courtyard of a big building, the Kibbutz, the boys proudly announced,
“Girls! Girls! Welcome a distinguished guest for Shabbos, a guest from Russia! She is an
illustrious guest that came together with your Shabbos candles!”

One after another, girls ran out from all sides and greeted me like friendly sisters. Each one
wanted to have me in her own room. Since it was close to Shabbos, they quickly grabbed a hat
and wrote the room numbers on little pieces of paper! A raffle was drawn for the winning room
number!

We then quickly ran into the large dining room to light candles that were set up on a special
table. Each gir]l made the blessings with a complete feeling of Jewish holiness, with pleasure
and happiness in honor of Shabbos. Being the guest from Russia, I lit first!

After davening and eating, they all sat down to hear my reason for ending up in Frankfort.
They were extremely interested to hear about Jewish life in Russia, about the Lubavitcher Rebbe
and about his Chassidim. We farbrenged together until dawn. Later we made the Shabbos table
holy with singing, holiness and spirited joy. As the Lubavitcher guest who escaped Communist
Russia, I had to spend a little time in the room of every girl. They were dear Jewish rescued
souls from concentration camps, orphaned, innocent young souls persecuted by the animalistic
Nazis, may their name and memory be erased forever.

There was a train back to Munich at 12 midnight after Shabbos. After Melave Malka, the
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entire Kibbutz (a Mizrachi Kibbutz I later figured out), girls and boys, came to escort me to the
train station with great joy. Like great heroes, they paid no attention to the German animals.
Understanding that I did not even possess a groschen because of the crisis I described earlier,
they bought me a ticket that was good till Pocking.

When the train arrived, they all came onto the train with me to wish me a hearty farewell
and to give me presents. Some gave money, some gave food... I didn’t want to accept anything
under any circumstance — not even touch it. But it didn’t help. You can’t fight Jewish devotion,
generosity and togetherness. Everything remained on the seat next to me on the train.
Rebbetzin Chana’s holy blessing had permeated me through and through. It was full and pure
in every place.

Upon arriving in Pocking with my “great wealth”, I had no idea what to do with the presents.
I certainly did not want to take them for myself. My holy loving father helped me. “Give
everything as is to the Yeshiva,” he said. It was a kosher holy present from Yeshiva to Yeshiva
where the holy blessing of the righteous Rebbetzin, mother of royalty, is invested. The blessings
shine with hope, Torah light, and Jewish unity.

Am Yisroel Chai!! Le’adei ad!!

Moshiach Now!
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Epilogue

When I had already settled in Kfar Chabad, we received a letter of greeting for the upcoming
Yom Tov addressed to my name. Included in the letter, there was a ten dollar bill. The Rebbetzin
probably had very little for herself, yet with her great good-heartedness and devotion, she
somehow put it together, redirecting it from her own needs.

In those years, such an amount had great value. We had almost nothing, even for bread.
We had only the present from the “agency” — a tin spoon and plate... We thanked the holy
Rebbetzin very much for her present and her devoted worry and effort on our behalf. However,
we asked her not to worry so much, and wrote to her, “We are, thank G-d, in the Holy Land
(the land of the Jews). We wish you much happiness and nachas from your son and from all
Chassidim until the Geulah!”

In the year 5750, I told my friend of my younger years, Mrs. Lubah Pinson, the story of this
special journey of mine.

In addition, I showed her the pictures I had received of the Rebbetzin and her granddaughter.
Mrs. Lubah was greatly affected and became very excited. She suggested that I immediately run
to give the picture to the Rebbe Shlita. I had not done so all the years, because I did not want
to cause the Rebbe any pain and distress. The picture of the Rebbe’s mother is from a period of
great suffering when Harav Reb Levik, zecher tzaddik levracha, was sent into exile.

However, Lubah thought the opposite. Since my return trip to Eretz Yisroel was very near,
we hurried to have the pictures enlarged and picked out the nicest, most refined frames. On
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Sunday, when the Rebbe gave out dollars, I gave the Rebbe Shlita the wrapped pictures with a

small letter.

Before I went, I had Lubah agree that it would be done without publicity and pictures. She

assured me that it would be so.

The original pictures are, thank G-d, with me! They are hidden like a holy treasure from

above!!!
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