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A second document is a hand written letter that the Rebbe
(before he was Rebbe) wrote to Rabbi Yaakov Yisroel about
his mother, Rebbetzin Chana, regarding the possibility of her
rescue from Russia through the good offices of the Swedish
government.

Rabbi Yaakov Yisroel Zuber was a gifted orator, who was
able to weave into his words the most profound concepts in
Torah in a way that was understandable and relevant to
everyone. Hundreds would flock to hear his Shabbos
afternoon drashos on Pirkei Avos. He was a Boki B’Shas and
had all of Torah at his fingertips to enlighten and inspire his
listeners. An expert in all areas of Halacha, his writings and
style are of a bygone generation. He was in constant contact
by mail with the leading Torah authorities of his generation
corresponding on a wide range of Halachic and communal
issues. Even Rabbi Yosef Rosen, the famed Rogatchover
Goan in a very unusual act, conferred Smicha upon him.
Rabbi Yaakov Yisroel was a passionate Chossid, constantly
studying and teaching Chassidus, farbrenging and uplifting the
spirits of all who came into contact with him. Recently a series
of articles about his life were been published in the Kfar
Chabad Magazine which document many of his selfless
accomplishments.

With the Rebbe’s Brochos Rabbi Yaakov Yisroel Zuber
remained in Boston and would surely be proud to see all of his
family today following in his footsteps of Torah and
Chassidus, of Shlichus and Ahavas Yisroel. He would be
pleased to see the dynasty which has been built by his
children, grandchildren, great grandchildren and great-great
grandchildren, which will march together to complete the
ultimate shlichus — to bring Moshiach NOW.

I 2 T TN ) et mteem—— . @Q(y \Ar'?
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’ fanfare. He did what he had to do, and more — and he was

beloved by the entire community. He was a mild mannered,
gentle person, whose sincerity and engaging personality
endeared him to everyone. His home was the Chabad House
of Scandinavia.

While in Sweden, before, during and after the war Rabbi
Yaakov Yisroel was constantly in close contact with the
Rebbe regarding halachic questions of Agunot and other
pressing issues. With regard to the issue of Agunot his
Halachik opinions and writings were well publicized and later
printed in his Sefer “Zichron Yaakov”published by Mosad
haRav Kook. The return address of 770 Eastern Parkway
became a familiar sight in his home in Sweden which was
always open to everyone. During the years following the war
there was a greater urgency in the helping hand, food, money
or lodging which was provided to all that were in need.

In 1947 Rabbi Zuber moved with his family to the U.S. He
was to have remained in N.Y. to assume the position of Rosh
Yeshiva of the Central Lubavitch Yeshiva Tomche Tmimim.
However due to problems with his visas the family was
delayed and when he arrived a new Rosh Yeshiva had already
been appointed. Instead he went to Boston where he became
the principal of the Lubavitcher Yeshiva in Boston and later
the Rabbi of the Crawford Street Shul.

A few unusual documents have recently been published
which attest to the high esteem in which Rabbi Yaakov
Yisroel was held. One was a Shtar Mechiras Chometz which
the Rebbe asked Rabbi Yaakov Yisroel to write in Riga in
1930. At the request of his father-in- law the Rebbe Rabbi
Yosef Yitzchak (who was then visiting in America at that
time) to sell his Chometz, the Rebbe turned to Rabbi Yaakov
Yisroel to properly carry this out. Surely there were many
Rabbis to choose from in 1930 in Riga, but the Rebbe chose
him.
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Lubavitcher Purim celebration quickly spread and a large
crowd gathered from other army camps as well to join in the
festivities. When he returned to Lubavitch the Rebbe called
him to his office once again and asked for a full report. He
told the Rebbe about the Megilla readings the singing and
dancing and the inspirational atmosphere in the army camp.
As he would tremblingly recount this story, the Rebbe then sat
back and rested his head on his hand and asked him to repeat
the speech he told the soldiers! You can easily imagine his
feelings at that moment, but he acceded to the Rebbe’s request
and repeated his speech in its entirety. The Rebbe was very
pleased. This may have been the first time the Rebbe sent out
a bochur on Shlichus and it began a new era in the spreading
of Torah which continues to this day.

Rabbi Yaakov Yisroel Zuber and his wife Zlata, were sent
by the Rebbe as Shluchim to Gruzia — Russian Georgia in
1926. There he worked together with the famed Chasid Reb
Shmuel Levitin. He did such a good job in his Shlichus that
the government revoked his papers and he was forced to leave.
The authorities were not happy with this dynamic charismatic
young rabbi who was able to motivate the youth of the
community to come to Shul regularly and identify as Jews,
when the government was trying to do just the opposite!
During a short stay in Riga, Latvia, leaders of the Stockholm
Jewish community asked the Rebbe for to provide their
community with a spiritual leader. The Rebbe sent Rabbi
Yaakov Yisroel to Sweden where he remained there for over
fifteen years. It is interesting to compare today’s Shluchim to-
the Shluchim of that time. Today with planes and various
modes of modern communications you never feel alone. At
the drop of a hat you can travel from one continent to the other
and see family and friends any time you desire.

, In Sweden Rabbi Yaakov Yisroel served as the Chlef
Orthodox Rabbi, Shochet and expert Mohel without much
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Tonight’s Chosson comes from an illustrious Lubavitcher
Sfamily. We would like to share at this time with our dear
guests some interesting history which we hope you will find
inspirational.

Ari’s paternal great grandfather was Harav Hachasid
Rabbi Yaakov Yisroel Zuber. He was born in Schedrin to a
family that was steeped in Lubavitch tradition. He began his
early schooling in the Cheder in Schedrin, and due to his
unusual progress he was sent to Lubavitch to continue his
studies shortly after his Bar Mitzva. It was somewhat unusual
for a child to be accepted in the yeshiva in Lubavitch at such a
tender age and consequently he remained there for a relatively
long time. In Lubavitch he earned a reputation as an
accomplished Talmid Chochom in both Nigleh and Chassidus
with outstanding Middos Tovos.

There were many events which punctuated his stay in
Lubavitch, some happy and others not . In Lubavitch he
enjoyed a personal relationship with the Rebbe and the
Rebbe’s family and there he celebrated the Bar Mitzva of his
younger brother Nota. One year on Erev Pesach his studies
were interrupted to return home to Schedrin when he received
news of the tragic death of his father Rabbi Menachem
Mendel Zuber at the hands of the Bolsheviks.

Rav Yaakov Yisroel told of a time when he was a student
in Lubavitch and was called to the Rebbe RaShaB’s office and
asked to undertake a special Shlichus. It was in the days
preceeding the first World War and a battalion of Russian
soldiers were encamped near Lubavitch. The Rebbe asked Reb
Yaakov Yisroel to go to the camp, find the Jewish soldiers,
read the Megilla and celebrate Purim with them. Of course he
did exactly as the Rebbe requested. On the night of Purim he
managed to gather only a small group of soldiers but thev
celebrated with much enthusiasm. By morning, word of the
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dreaded midnight knock of the NKVD secret police. To have a
beard or show any sign of Torah observance was to court arrest
and execution or long incarceration in labor camps.
Nevertheless, for Reb Aharon Leib, his deepest concern was
not how to make a meager living — which was far from easy
— but the Jewish and Chassidic future of his young son, whom
the Soviet system was trying to wean away from Yiddishkeit
by forcing him to attend public school.

After later taking Michel to Gorki, Reb Aharon Leib
returned to Leningrad on a mission to help another Jew with
his livelihood. While there, the German army started its routes.
As many as two million residents of the city died, including
many thousands of Jews. Reb Aharon Leib passed away of
hunger there on 10 Shvat, 1942.

After World War II, his wife Doba Reiza escaped from the
Soviet Union with her four young sons, whom she successfully
raised as Chabad Chassidim, all with full beards, in whom their
father could take pride.
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Tonight’s Chosson Ari (Aharon Leib) is named after his
maternal great-grandfather Reb Aharon Leib Laine.

Reb Aharon Leib’s father was the reknowned Chossid,
Schochet, Rav and Mashpia, Rabbi Yehoshua Laine. He
served in Dokshitz, Ostrovna, Beshenkovitch and Rudniya.

His son Aharon Leib was born 1905.

Reb Aharon Leib settled in Leningrad, where he helped to
organize Tiferes Bachurim groups for young men who worked
all day to study Torah through the evening. After his own long
workday, he taught others Torah and learned Torah himself.

When the Germans invaded the Soviet Union on June 22,
1942, Reb Aharon Leib’s wife and three youngest sons went
to stay for the summer with her parents in Gorki. but their
oldest son (Yechiel) Michel, aged 11 — the father of tonight’s
Chosson — stayed with his father in Leningrad, for he
attended public school and the school year was not yet over.

One day, Michel had exams at school and came home
early. Expecting no one to be home, he climbed in through a
window. As he clambered in, he was astonished to notice his
father standing with his face to the wall, wrapped in his Talis
and Tefilin. Reb Aharon Leib was sobbing bitter tears, praying
with such intense devotion as his son had never seen before.
Michel sat still on the window sill, spellbound by the amazing
sight, listening to his father’s heartfelt prayer. Such a prayer
made the very walls of the home seem to tremble. Soon
Michel, too, burst into tears.

Suddenly, Reb Aharon Leib turned around, walked over to
the window and took Michel in his arms. “Tell me, my son,
will you ever grow a beard?” he demanded to know.

Those were the worst years of the Soviet;persecution,
when thousands of Chabad Chassidim had beén arrested,
never to return. Those still remaining expected at any time the
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