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I ln 1n receipt or your letter of November 26th, in

'hioh yeu describe your problens. end ask
“ yum wether er net you' should take the advance course.
- It seems te me that you should not take this advanced
course,for there are -times when thigs should not be
. rushed into, and should not be rushed into,and.should .
"best be left to Bivine Previdence., Your participation
.,1n the current pregram is ome thing,but to force matters
_ shead,some reasens notwithstanding,is not advisable in
yeur case. : ;

, As to yenr lecond questionx,your apparent lack ef

. satifactory progress in your studies(secular),en which
“you ask my epinien, I believe that this due either te

" the lack of appeinted times fer the study of the Borah
or fallure to maintain them, If yeu will make an e

- in iwproving this conditiem,yeu will be more succesful
1n yeur general studies.

s have turned over your contribution to the Merkos
- L'inyonei Chinuch,Inc., eur erg anization devoted to the
- improvement of Torah true Jewish education both in this
;;oountry and overseas,notably in Europe, North Africa,
‘and eur Holy Land, It will stand you in good stead to
" have a share in this in this great and vital work.
Receipt 18 5nnix enclosed.-;u :

L trust you neet frquently with Rabbi - w1 and
" benefit from this association in the fiels of Yiddishkeit
"4n general and Chassidism in gmmarxk particular,which
give the Jew the right perspective on 1ife as a whole
end in ene's own life especially. = W, 67

In connection with the eutstanding days of Kislev,'
you will surely find in intreséx the enclosed brochure

" PR BEhe 1T m%&a 12ohtne fenHass ke lrsmss news
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EXCELRPT FROM A CHANUKAH MESSA® BY RABBI R%NAC“% 5'. SCHNEERSON

-By the Grace of G-d
23rd o Kislev, 5713
Brooklyn 13, N.Y.

Béo)

Sholom u'Bi'ocho:

«es With the approach of Chanukah, I extend to yom herewith my
sincere wisnhes for & happy and inspiring Chanukah, .

The message « Chanukah is important and timely to all Jews, but
even more so to Jews.living in surroundings with comparatively
little Jewish vitality and activity, It is precisely in such
circumstances that Chanukah offers many a useful lesson. Ome

_such lesson I wish.to make the subject of this message. -

It is noteworthy that the Chanukah lights must be kindled after
sunset; when it is dark outside, unlike the lights that were
kindled "in" the Beth Hamikdosh much earlier, or the Sabbath
lights kindled on Friday- . sunset, There 1s another

nce: sthe Beth Hamikdosh- and the Sabbath- lights have

" thei ace indoors, while the place of the Chanukah lights

is ‘atithe+entrance {0 “the home (when Jews - ived freely in their
land, the place was the outside entrance). Fimally, there is yet
anotlzner distinction: in the former two cases the lights remain

the same, while the Chanukah lights are increased every night.

The lesson whié ms to be indicated by the Chanulah lights
is that besides dighting up the home (Sabbath lights) and the
synagogue and Yeshiva (substituting for the Sanctuary of old),
the Jew has the addiBional responsibility of lighting up the
‘outside'; theiwholerenvironment, w’mr,'when conditions
are unfavorable: (it:is Mdark" outside), it is then not enough
to make a light and maintain it, though it is also an achieve-
ment ‘in'view of the darkness;.but it is necessary to steadily
“the 1ights, through steadily growing efforts to

spread the light of Torah and MitzVoth, to illumimte not only
one's home, but the whole environment as welless.sicecssosense
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RABBI MENACHEM M. SCHNEERSON INRTURMU 771100 1mn

Labavitch i
770 EASTERN PARKWAY o
BROOKLYN 13, N. Y.
o o= PPN TWLOR 770
HYucinth 3-9250 S p';m-n

By the Grace of G-d
3rd Day of Chanukah
5713

Brooklyn, N.¥X.

Chassidic Acadenic Youth Group
Newark, N.J.

Greeting and Blessing:

I thank you very much for your tele-
gram and good wishes. I truly appreciate
your thoughtfulness and loyalty.

In connection with Chanukah, I take
this opportunity to send you herewith a
copy of an excerpt from my Chanukah Message.
I trust you will find it useful and inspiring
in your efforts to spread the light of
Torah and Chassidism.

With prayerful wishes for your welfare
and success, material and spiritual,

Cordially, /L<;Lﬂhﬂ

Encl.
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RABBI MENACHEM M. SCHNEERSON
Lubavitch BRI
770 Eastern Parkway
Brooklyn, N. Y. 11213

Hyacinth 39250

R

By the Crace of CG=d
Chanukah, 5734
Brooklyn, M. Y.

jir. Chaim Bessin
438 Daly Ave. 2
Ottawa, Canada KIN 6H4

Greeting and Blessing:

-1 was pleased to be informed by our Rabbi Benjamin
Klein that the eye operation you had undergone was success=
ful, and may G-d grant you a speedy and complete recovery.

Perhaps you have heard of the episode related ; Yy
father-in-law of saintly memory when, as a small chill, he
asked his father why G-d gave man two eyes. His father re-
plied to the effect that with the right eye one should see
the good and positive qualities of a fellow Jew, and with
the left eye onc should look negatively at i

material things (this is not an exact translation of the
story, but rather of the content it conveys). In light of
this, I send you my prayerful wishes that you should have
complete sight in both eyes in the plain sense, as well as
in the sense of their spiritual function indicated above.
Indeed, medicine has finally come to the conclusion that
both eyes are interdependent in some respects. This is
true also in the spiritual sense, for perfect sight calls
for the predominance of the spiritual over the material.

Inasmuch as you are a successful communal worker, X
trust that this quality will not only be included in your
comnunal activities, but will set an example for many
others to emulate.

Wishing you a bright Chanukah and a growing measure of
light in all your affairs,

Wlith blessing,/w\léja\)z\ojzb'm

\IRDIRNY 7000 mn

WipaKe YEDR 770
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RABBI MENACHEM M. SCHNEERSON

Lubavitch
770 Eastern Parkway L WE R
Brooklyn, N. Y. 11213 . x
49379-550 FREE TRANSLATION YIPID 1YVOR 770
REERL AR ]
’AK By the Grace of G-4
’ )/ Second Day of the Week
/ LS ?f Nitzovim-Vayelech,
8th Day of Elul, 5749
P ﬂ’f ,/ Brooklyn, N.Y. :

n &

To the Sons and Daughters of
Our People lesrael, Everywhere

G-d Bless you all
Greeting and Blessing:

On this auspicious day of an auspicious month, the 18th
day of Elul,

The birthday of the two great luminaries, Gedolei YIsroel

in their generation andgsgbsequent generations - the Baal
Shem Tov, founder of General Chasidus (born in the Yearpny =
5458) , and of the Alter Rebbe, founder of Chasidus Chabad,
author of the Tanya and Shulchan Aruch (b. in the year,np =
5505)

378

Purticularly,ﬁbeingvthe day that ushere in the last twelve
days of the year, the period of heightened preparedness

for Rosh HaShanah and for the entire new year - may it
bring good and blessing to all of us and to all our Jewish
people(-

It is certainly the proper time to reflect on the main
aspects of the saild preparedness, and, of course, in a °’
manner of Lntrospecé%n that would.be reflected in all areas
of the daily life, in thought, speech, and action, andhin

keeping with the goal of created man (created on the first
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kodesh, as the Torah declares: "You shall keep the Shabbos,

=D~
Rosh Hashanah; whose life's ’urpose is to serve HaShem,
his Creator, in all three spheres: Torah, Avodah, and
Gemilus Chasodim.

o AN

L

One of the main features wh¥eh distinguishes the coming
year is the fact that the first day of the new year, the

first day of Rosh HaShanah occurs on Shabbos.

It has often been stressed that Rosh HaShanah means not
only beginning of the year, but also "head" of the year -
in the sense that as the head controle all movements of
the body, so should the good resolutions and influence of
wéh Rosh Hashanah "govern" each andfall the days of the

|

year.

i

Thus it is particularly significant that the "hegd" o ar
k%,ﬁmiM i ww/—ﬁ SE U

the incoming new year ia,Cs abbos'dik." And,surely, the

preparedness for /ggs year is connected with the special

significance and particular features of the new year which i

make this year distinct from other years, ' !
x % %

The Shabbos day comprises two ¢ontradictory aspects.

The essence of Shabbog is kedushah (holiness), Shabbos

because it is holy"; it is a holy day, permeated with

holiness.

Kedushah signifies sublimity in a manner of aloofness =

kedushah implies havdalah (separateness), especially the

kedushah of Shabbos, which is of a very lofty gquality,

.. incoming new year is a Shabbos and makes all the year “shabbos’dik.”
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transcending Creation,

This is why the holiness of Shabbos expresses itself, first
» 3 wordly

of all, in terms of a Jew's"divesting himself™ from/mundaxs

things ~ to abstain from mundane activity, "You shall not
to

pexform any (pﬁ§§g§€gve) work";/dissociate oneself fiom

anything

Ayshing secular also in speech, or even in thought; and tb !

£il1l in the free time (released from secular activity) with

an added measure of Avodas Hashem - more Shabbos activities,

more Torah study, more devotional activity of the heart

and mind in terms of inspired prayer.

Yet, with all that, we see that the kedushah of Shabbos is not
limited to the spiritual aspects of the Jew's activities, but
it permeates also his physical requirements, to the extent

of transforming such daily activities as eating, drinking,
sleeping, etc, into a Mitzvah, the Mitzvah of Oneg Shabbos,

in keeping with the directive: "Call the Shabbos a delight
(oneg) .” This means that the Shabbos (and gfd the holiness |
of Shabbos) brings about that also material things from |
which the body derives pleasure are sublimated to become

an integral part of Shabbos and of the kedushah of Shabbos.

* k%

What Shabbos is in terms of the dimension of time, so is
there a "Shabbos" dimension in terms of mankind (and éhe
world as a whole). It is the Jewish people, as the Torah
has designated it, and placed in the category of distinct

entities: "... Who¥ makes a distinction between sacred and

.. perform any {preduetive) work . .

e
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secular... between the people Israel and the nations."
Just. as Shabbos is distinct from the weekdays, so is the
Jewish people - "a holy nation," "You are holy unto G-d,
your G~d" =~ distinct from all other nations in terms of

sublimity and commitment to a holy life.

Within the Jewish people, too, the Torah sages are called' I
"Shabbos, " because their main occupation is learning Torah, ,
80 much so. that "Torah ig their vocation,'and, consequent-
ly, they are in their everyday life on the level of "Shabbos,"

removed and raised above secular and mundane things.

In the holy Zohar it is stated that R. Shimon Bar Yochai
was on the level of "Shabbos kodesh unto G-d." And, in
general, the *ads of the Jewish people in all the

generations are included in this category -

Including those in the latest generations, among them

the two luminaries whose birthday is today,digﬁf °f Elul, :
namely, the BeShT and the Alter Rebbeland hﬁokfﬁccessors,ﬂxuvjo
the Rebbe of our generation, my father-in-law of saintly l
memory. They are the "Shabbos of Shabbos," who reflected

holiness of HaShem on a most high level.

placing
At the same time, khaxeempprRxizanxsf the Jewish people in

its
general, and ®£ Talmidei Chachomim and Torah leaders in.
particular, ks in the same category as the holy Shabbos,
teaches us that the end purpose and completeness of

kedushah and sublimity is achieved when the holiness

,Qgermeat@s the materiality of the world so as to transform

.. And, in general, the kHeads of the Jewish people in all the generations . .

.. when the holiness also permeates . .

%@
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the world - this lowest material world - into "an abode
for His Divine Presence.' This is why Jews are designa&ed
as "one people on earth," because they bring down to earth
the oneness of HaShem, and sublimate the earthiness of this

world to the One G-4.

To summarise :

The influence of Rosh HaShanah - "head" of the year -~ should

be felt, in the fullest measure, in all the "bodily organs" -ﬂb
days, ;beks, and months - of the year. The Shabbos-Rosh :
HaShanah of the coming year should set the life pattern

for each day of the week, and for the entire year, in

full harmony with the spirit of Shabbos-Kodesh.

And in both abovementioned points:

Every day of the year there should be a manifest upgrading
in ¢! routins wordly affairs through a special additional
effort in matters pertaining to Jewish living. For example:
a new Hiddur Mitzvah, an additional Torah-study period,

an additional effort in the area of prayex, and so forth.

Together with the above, there is a need for every Jew, man
or woman, young or old, to infuse more "Shabbosdikeit"

also in the weekday activities: infuse more spirituality
and kedushah into the oxdinary aspects of the everyda&
living, to the extent that every thought, word, and action

is permeated with Shabbosdikeit.

5
3
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For example: When performing a job or conducting business,
one should be permeated with Spiritual significance and
"soul of what. one is doing, as Torah declarcs: "Let all
your actions be for the saka of Heaven (holy Egifﬁﬁéff"
There is need for giving Tzedokoh, a need to learn Torah
without being distracted by financial worries, a need
to pay tuition for the children’s Torah education, and so
onj this is why he is involved in matters of Parnosso -

in order to meet those important needs,

Obviously, with
such motivation in mind, one's involvement in buginess

will mhximuxXyxrsx be in a way that will not interfere with
one's Torah learning and doing Mitzvos.

LAV B

May HaShem grant that everyone of us, men and women, in the
midst of all our Jewish people, should resolve and act in

keeping with the abovementioned principles,

And since the kedushah of Shabbos goes wogether with the

brachah of Shabbos, as Torah declares: "And HaShem blessged

day
the seventh/and sanctified it," the firm resolutions in all

above will immediately bring down G-d's blessings in

all matters, especially a kesivo vachasimo toivo (to be

inscribed) for a good and sweet year, both materially and
spiritually,

- namy, )
Particularly the highest blessing that HaShem "hears the
sound of the teruah (supplication) of His people Israel in

A
mercy,

O,
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As g}éo the plea of King David, the Sweetener of the Songs

A
of Israel: "Let my prayer come before you, turn Your to
"
my cry,
And He will bring our people Israel, each and every-

one 5c4us, to the ultimate completencss of "Shabbos-kodesh" 1
"the day that is all Shabbos and rest for life evex-

"
lasting.

fith esteem and blessing for much Hatzlocho in all avae,

— and with the blessing for a kesivo vachasimo toivo for a
good and sweet year

both materially and spiritually

/Signed: Menachem Schneerson/

G

As alse the plea . .
.. the Songs of Isracl: . .

With esteem and blessing for much Hatzlocho in all above,

and with the blessing for a kesivo vachasimo toivo for a

good and sweet year

both materially and spiritually

(The Rebbe marked the above paragraph - indicating to indent the entire paragraph)
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