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By the Grace of G-4
Rosh Chedesh Sivan, 5720
Brooklyn, N. Y.

Mr. Efraim Moscowitz
2001 W. Jarvis

Chicago 45, Illinois
Greeting and Blessing:

I received your letter of the 25th of Iyar, and I appreciate
your letting me know about the improvement in the health of
your mother. May G-d grant that the improvement continues
steadily, and that there should also be an improvement in
all other matters about which you write, including success
in your work for Torah-true education.

Enclosed is a copy of my message to the Annual Convention
of the Instructors and Leaders of the Release Time Program
which is meant also for all who are engaged in Jewish educa-
tion. I trust you will find it interesting and useful in
your work.

Hoping to hear good news from you, and wishing you, in the
traditional Chassidic blessings, as expressed by my father-

in-law of saintly memory, namely, to receive the Torah with
Joy and Pnimius.

With blessing, %/L
. Sk S RN
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Bg the Grace of G-4
28th of Igar, 5720
Brooklyn, New York

To the Nineteenth Annual Convention,
National Committee for Furtherance of
Jewish Education, Brooklyn, N. Y,

G-d bless you!
Sholom uBrocho:

.. four convention is taking place in the month of Sivan, at
the beginning of the Three Days of Preparation before Shovuos,
the Season of Our Recelving OQur Torsh,

This coming festival of Shovuos has an added significance
this year, in that the first day of the festival, the day of
Mattan Torah, will mark the 200th ammiversary of the Yahrzeit-
Hilulo of the Baal Shem Tov, of blessed memory.

As 1n the case of any remembrance day in Jewish 1life
especially Yahrzeit, the essence of the remembrance is to %e
inspired by the life and work of the person thus remembered.

The 1life and work of the Baal Shem Tov, as you surely know,
were dedicated to the spreading of the Inner Light of the Torah
(Pnimius haTorah), and to makikng its teachings and way of life
accessible to, and part of the life of, even small children. Also
to permeate the Nigleh ("revealed") part of the Torah and Mitzvos
with Pnlmius haTorah, so that the study of the Torah and the
performance of the daily ptecepts will be irradiated with light,
warmth and inner joy. -

In the Baal Shem Tov's own 1life and work the two ends were
unified, namely the revelation of the Inner Light of the Torah
on the ﬁighest level was coupled with the teaching of the Torah
on the most elementary level, For, as 1s well known, the Baal
Shem Tov began his work as an assistant to a Teacher in Cheder,

~and culminated his aectivities by teaching great Geonim and re-
.vealing to.them the profoundest secrets of the Torah,

* * *

This 1dea is, of course, reflected in the Ten Commandments,
which constitute the general totality of the Torah, and which
begin with QOnoichi etec. -
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= The essence of the idea of the Unity of G-d, to know
that in heaven above and on the earth below there is nothing
else, because G-d fills all the worlds and transcends all
the worlds, and nothing has any reality except the Divine
Word that creates everything continuously, every instant, as
explained in detaill in the second part of the Tanya, on the
basis of the Baal Shem Tov's teawhings -

and continue with such down-to-earth precepts as not to murder, and

80 On,
* *x Wk

The Torah was given to every Jew , and individually, as
indicated also by the Ten Commandments, addressed in the second
person singular. The Tribe of Levi was singled out for duties
which are nevertheless called Mishmeres Bnei Yisroeil - duties
really incumbent upon all the Children of Israel, as we read in
this week's Sedra (Bamidbor), one of these duties being "to
teach G-d's laws to Jacob and His Torah to Israel".

Cur Sages explain and expand the concept of Leviim

The Tribe of Levi was selected to serve G-d and to
teach hls righteous ways...and not only the Tribe of Levi
alone but every Jew (so dedicated)...becomes holy-of holies,
and G-d will be his ever-lasting portion in the world te
come and will bless him with all his needs in this world
(Rambam, end of Hilchos Shemittah and Yovel).

* * *

The Released Time to which you are dedicated, teaching young
Jewish children, young in years and even ypunger in the knowledge
of Yiddishkeit - during these weekly hours you act in the capacity
of the"Leviim" of whom the Rambam speaks. Doing this with love and
inner inspiration - you give practical expression to one of the
basic teachings of the Baal Shem Tov, which he taught by precept
and personal example, as mentioned above. May you indeed merit the
fulfilment of the blessing quoted in the Rambam above, and the Zechus
of the Baal Shem Tov will stand you in good stead.

I send you my prayerful wishes that by concerted and individual
effort you make the Convention fulfill and surpass its objectives,
and that each and every one of you participating in it, and your
colleagues everywhere, enjoy G-d's blessings in youdwork for your
fellow Jews, as in your own personal affairs, in a generous measure.

With the blessi happy Yom Tov of
receiving the Tozah with joy and

inspiratio tﬂfzérfi)
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RECIPE FOR LONG LIFE

ere are numerous prayers
Tv‘vhich we direct to Al-mighty

G-d during the High Holiday
period. One powerful prayer,
however, dominates them all. It
is the prayer for life. Its refrain is
expressed in the familiar phrases:
“Remember us unto life” and
“Inscribe us in the book of life.”

When our parents and
grandparents repeated those words,
they were concerned mainly with
their own and their family’s well-
being. But today, with the various
crises hanging over our heads
like the sword of Damocles, (with
resumption of nuclear bomb testing
and the recall of many men into the
armed services,) the prayer for life
has become universal in scope. We
pray that the whole world should
not explode — that the monstrous
multi-megathon bombs that were
created by the genius of man should
not wipe out all of life from the face
of the earth.

As we (gather in the synagogue
to) beseech the Al-mighty for the
blessings of life and peace, the
question “Why do these quests elude
us?” poses itself. Why is it that
each time that we are within reach
of sanctity and peace, something
happens that plunges mankind into
new nightmares of tension, hate and
fear?

Whenever I face a difficult
problem, I turn to our sages for
guidance, for they understood life
and the complexities of the human
soul. In discussing the factors that
are responsible for the shortening
and sudden curtailment of human
life, they say the following:
“Shortness of life comes to one who
is given a Sefer Torah which he
refuses to read, and to him who is

offered a cup of benediction and he
refuses to recite a blessing over it”
(Ber. 55a).

e first serious road-block to
T: stable and long life is the
refusal on the part of man to
read and apply the teaching of the
Sefer Torah. Man possess great
charters and inspiring covenants. He
has produced stirring declarations
and lofty doctrines. He has the
formulae for the abundant life and
for enduring peace. The trouble is
that he does not make use of these
principles and theories in practical
life. The U.N. Charter is gathering
dust on some shelf but is ignored
by the nations of the world. Our
Constitution fills limitless folios, but
in certain sections of our country, it
is as though it had never existed. All
our ambitious and high sounding
ideals are resting peacefully on
stately papers that are growing
yellow with age and making
excellent fodder for moths in the
libraries of the world.

A story is told concerning one
of the wise men of Chelm. This
fellow’s wife was not much of a
beryeh- she was neither a good
housekeeper nor a great cook. He
was particularly aggravated by
the way she made gefilte fish for
Shabbos. The fish simply didn’t
have a Yiddishen taam. So he went
to the town’s best cook to obtain
a recipe for his wife. He then
proceeded to the market place,
bought a big fish, put it under his
arm, and made his way towards
home. As he was walking along,
his heart was filled with delight at
the thought of eating the delicious
gefilte fish on Shabbos. Suddenly
a dog snatched the fish from under

his arm. Thereupon this fellow
shook his finger at the dog crying:
“Foolish dog! You may have the
fish, but what good is it to you since
I have the recipe!”

While we theorize about recipes
for peace and freedom, the world,
so to speak, is going to the dogs
— because we refuse to apply the
teachings of the Sefer Torah to the
problems of life.

This is also true of us as
individual Jews. We have the Sefer
Torah of which all of us are proud,
and yet we refuse to read it. We live
in an age when it is relatively easy
to observe the tenets of our faith. It
is possible to observe the Sabbath
and the dietary laws. More and more
products are being marketed under
the reliable rabbinic supervision.
The U symbol tells the housewife
what is kosher and what is parev.
There are excellent opportunities
for young and old to secure a basic
Jewish education. Synagogues have
grown and expanded, and beckon
families to affiliate, to extend
a helping hand, and in turn to be
served and serviced. The Sefer
Torah is in our hands, but how many
live by its teachings?

ke the matter of prayer. We
T?:ome before the Al-mighty on
the most sacred days of the year
to ask forgiveness for our sins and
to petition Him for our needs. Yet
many people spend more time in
sending New Year greeting cards
and telegrams to friends than in
meditation and prayer.

After a sumptuous dinner, |
heard a fellow say, “Gee! I ate so
much that I don’t think I’ll eat for
another year!” You know that the
promise will not be kept. After a
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lapse of a day or several hours, he
will be at it again. But when a man
says, “I davened so much on the
High Holidays that I don’t think
I need to daven again for another
year” he really means it and is as
good as his word.

A shadchan, so the story goes,
had a schlemiel as a client. This
fellow muffed every date that the
matchmaker had arranged. So the
clever man rehearsed with the
nebichel the things he should say
when he will call on the next young
lady. First he is to say, “Gut morgen,
vass macht ihr?” Then, “Vee shayn
ihr zeit;ich hob eich lieb,” and
later “a gutten tog.” The schlemiel
studied the words diligently, and
he followed the instructions of the
shadchan only too well. When he
called on the young lady, he blurted
everything in one breath. “Gut
morgen, voss macht ihr, vee shayn
ihr zeit, ich hob eich lieb, a gutten
tog!,” and he ran out.

Many of us do the same. We
come to shul and bid G-d good
morning. We give Him compliments
and we say to Him good-bye — until
the following year. We don’t grasp
hold of the Sefer Torah to read it
and use it.

The second element that
endangers the attachment of long
life is, “He who is offered a cup of
blessings and he refuses to recite a
benediction over it.”

Never before was humanity
endowed with such a cup of
sweetness and blessings as we of this
day and age. There are wonderful
advances in medical science.
Numerous diseases that brought
shudders of fear to our hearts have
been conquered, and more is yet to
come. There are comforts that we
enjoy that were not dreamed of by
kings and emperors of the past. We
press a button and we hear music

and see the antics of comedians on
a screen. We press another button
and we get heat in the winter and
cool air in the summer. There are
satellites and astronauts heralding an
age interplanetary communication
and conquest of space.

Why then are we in the sorry
mess that we are in? The answer is
that we refuse to recite a berachah on
the cup that is filled to overflowing.
We refuse to acknowledge that all
our munificence comes from G-d.
There is not feeling of indebtedness
to a Power greater than our own, and
therefore no feeling of gratitude. The
prayers we recite are mechanical,
and they do not touch the heart.

e story is told of a man who
T:aid to the famous maggid of
Dubno, “Rabbi, our sages say
that he who recites the ashrei prayer
three times a day is assured of a
share in the world to come. I have
been reciting ashrei for the past forty
years and I can’t see that it has made
any impression on me or on my
conduct. Why should a repetition
of ashrei assure me or anyone with
olom habbo?” To which the Dubner
maggid is said to have replied, as
was his custom, with a moshol — a
homily.

“There was once a sick man who
went from one doctor to another and
failed to obtain relief. Then someone
told him that in a neighboring city
there was a great medical professor
who helped thousands of sick
people. So the man went to that city
to see the specialist. After a careful
examination, the professor wrote a
prescription and ordered him to take
it three times a day and to return
to him in two months. When the
time passed, and the man was again
in the doctor’s office, the professor
was shocked at the condition of his

patient.

He was even worse off than
when he saw him the first time.
“Did you take the medicine that I
prescribed for you?” he asked the
patient. “I certainly did!” the man
replied. “But I have given this
prescription to several people before
and they were helped. Tell me, how
did you take the medicine?” “Well,”
replied the sick fellow, “I took a
spoonful of medicine, gargled my
throat with it for about a minute
or so, and spit it out.” “You fool!”
cried the specialist. “The medicine
was meant to be swallowed. It is
then absorbed by the entire system,
and it heals and cures. Gargling it is
sheer waste of time! From now on
you must swallow it if you want to
be cured.”

“You, my friend,” said the
Dubner maggid, “have gargled
ashrei for forty years. That is why
it has had no influence on your life.
Swallow it! Absorb its content and
meaning, and it will inspire you and
make you a ben olam habo.”

Yes, my friends, medicine that is
gargled or left in the bottle unused
will not help the patient. Machinery
that is stored is of small value to
its owner. Books that are kept on
shelves and never read will not
enlighten or uplift. People who go
to a house of worship and leave their
religion in the pew will not become
better men and women for their
attendance.

With the advent of the New
Year, let us resolve to increase our
days both in quantity and in quality.
Let us grasp the Torah that is before
us and apply its teachings to daily
life. Let us also reach out for the cup
of blessing and joyously pronounce
a beracha of thanksgiving. That will
bring us the blessings of arichat
yamim veshanim.
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