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really start the Farbrengen earlier, during
daytime, as it says in Shulchan Aruch. But
in order that everyone should be able to
eat the Seuda with their families, and ful-
fill “Ad D’lo Yoda”, we make the Farbren-
gen later. And even though everyone has
already reached “Ad D’lo Yoda” before,
through the power of a Chassidishe Far-
brengen you’re able to get to an even
higher level.”

5747

This year was the last Purim Farbren-
gen. The Rebbe was rather serious for a
Purim Farbrengen, and spoke about the
responsibility of each and every one to do
all that they can to bring Moshiach
(similar to the Sicha of 28 Nissan 5751).

The Rebbe said that many of the signs
for the coming of Moshiach that are speci-
fied in the Gemara have already been ful-
filled, and therefore we must do all that
we can to bring about his coming sooner.

Before standing up to leave, the
Rebbe said, “We will now end off with a
new decree (‘Gezera Chadasha’). We have
spoken before that every child should
have their own Siddur and Tzedaka box.
In addition to that, every child should
have their own Haggadah with pictures
and in a nice format, so that they should
be excited to get involved in the Seder and
know not only the four questions, but the
answers as well.”

5748

Purim fell out during the Shloshim
for the Rebbetzin, and the Rebbe re-
mained at home the entire time. From
amongst Anash, only the guests who had
come in from out of town for Purim were
allowed into the house, and from amongst
the bochurim there was one group let in at
night and one group during the day.

During Maariv and Krias Hamegillah
no Nigunim were sung. That night, there
were chassidishe Farbrengens in 770 and
Chovevei Torah. Generally speaking,
mixed feelings prevailed amongst the
Chassidim throughout this Purim. Firstly,
because it was just after Chof Beis Shevat;
and secondly, the Rebbe did not come to
770 and did not Farbreng.

After Shacharis, Rabbi Shlomo Cunin
began singing “Vayehi Bimei Achash-
veirosh”, and the Rebbe encouraged the
singing on his way out. This livened up
the low spirits somewhat and the Chassi-
dim began to dance.

Following Mincha, the Rebbe said a
Sicha and gave out dollars. At 9:30, the
Chassidim Farbrenged in 770 in accor-
dance with the Rebbe’s special request.

5749

This year was definitely a very lively
Purim! The Rebbe came down for Mincha
at 3:15 while encouraging the singing. The
Shul at 770 was fairly empty, as most of
the Bochurim were on Mivtzoim. After
Mincha, the Rebbe said a Sicha (about the
mitzvos of Purim) which lasted about 45
minutes.

When the Rebbe came down for
Maariv, 770 was really empty. There must
have been less than 40 people in the shul!
All those present sang Napoleon’s March
as loud as they possibly could to try to
make 770 sound fuller. The Rebbe walked
into the Shul and was evidently in a very
happy mood. The Rebbe continuously
encouraged the singing very strongly long
after he had already gotten to his place.

Then after Maariv came the excite-
ment: The Rebbe said a short Sicha (for
approximately 10 minutes) encouraging
everyone to use out the last moments of
Purim to say L’chaim the way it ought to
be done, not just being “Yotze” by taking a
nap, “Umimenu yiru v'chein ya’asu!”

After the Sicha, the Rebbe began to
give out dollars to the flow of people who
suddenly began to pour into 770.

During the distribution, the Bo-
churim had already begun to pour Mashke
to everyone present and the atmosphere
in 770 was full of excitement. Quite a few
times, the Rebbe interrupted the distribu-
tion of dollars to encourage the singing.
The Rebbe left the shul while strongly
encouraging the singing of “Sisu vesimchu
besimchas hageulah”.

Everyone continued dancing and say-
ing Ichaim. The staff of WLCC replayed
the recording of the Sicha over a few times
so that the bochurim who were on
mivtzoim and missed the Sicha would be
able to hear it. The festivities in 770 con-
tinued Ad D’lo Yoda!

5750

The Rebbe said a Sicha after Maariv
and distributed dollars afterwards.

5751

This year, when the Rebbe came down
to Mincha-Maariv, the shul was crowded.
Chassidim were waiting hopefully for a
Sicha, as there were in the past years, but
they were disappointed to find out that
there would not be one.

During the Farbrengen on the Shab-
bos after Purim, the Rebbe mentioned the
fact that when Moshiach comes, there will
be an even bigger simcha than that of Pu-
rim.

Saying this, the Rebbe paused a bit,
and then said with a smile “It seems that
here in Brooklyn everyone fulfills their
obligation of Ad D’lo Yoda on Purim
through sleeping. Either way, I think that
everyone should increase in simcha espe-
cially today, on the Shabbos after Purim,
until we'll be able to greet Moshiach
speedily”. The Chassidim began to sing
and the Rebbe immediately stood up and
waved his hands very strongly for a long
time.

SHOér



the Minyan upstairs. After davening, the
Rebbe went into his room. Many people
had already left the shul; the Rebbe’s chair
was already on its way downstairs where
the Rebbe would be davening on Shabbos.
Suddenly, the Rebbe walked out of his
room to the small Zal, saying that he
wants to say a Maamor, and that all the
doors should be locked. Rabbi Groner also
entered the room, carrying a bottle of
wine.

The Rebbe walked over to the north-
ern side of the Zal and waited for his chair
to be returned. Meanwhile, the Rebbe
wrapped a handkerchief around his fin-
gers, and as soon as the chair arrived, he
sat down and said the Maamor
“Layehudim”, which lasted for approxi-
mately twelve minutes.

After the Maamor, the Rebbe asked
for a cup of wine. Rabbi Mentlik gave the
Rebbe a plastic cup. Someone came run-
ning over with the Rebbe’s Becher but the
Rebbe refused to use it. The Rebbe said
L’chaim and drank the cup, and instructed
everyone to utilize the time to say L'chaim
without any limitations. The Rebbe began
to sing “Ufaratzta” and stood up to answer
L’chaim to all present, and then asked
that they pour him another cup of wine.
The Rebbe said L'chaim again and said a
Brocha Acharona, and then left the Zal
while encouraging the singing. On his way
out, the Rebbe noticed that the door was
left open. Seeing this the Rebbe said to
Rabbi Groner, “I thought we asked that
the doors be locked!”

5742

Towards the end of the Farbrengen,
the Rebbe asked that one of the people in
the crowd should be Moser Nefesh and
fulfill the obligation of “Ad dlo yoda”,
thereby being Motzi everyone else. The
Rebbe added that he should then make a
“kulla” (summersault), as was always the
custom, so that his feet will be above his
head (at least for a short while), and with
this he will also have everyone present in
mind. The intention is only for one person
in the crowd, but everyone else is strictly
prohibited to drink more then four
L’chaims. And don’t think that what we
spoke before about being nullified like a
“Merkava” before Hashem means that you
have to be “botul” like a Merkava to the
vodka in your cups!

The Rebbe finished the Sicha saying
that very soon we should merit to dance
out of golus to greet Moshiach with the
greatest joy!

The Rebbe waited for a few minutes
and said: It seems like we are waiting for
an election (since we are in a country
where everything must be done through
elections), and then we’ll have to wait
even longer for them to count up the
votes to find out who won the election to
be the Baal Mesiras Nefesh. Therefore I
suggest that someone donate himself as a
Korban Olas Nedova so that things will
get done quicker, and we'll be able to leave
golus with a Shturem to great Moshiach
with dancing and joy.

One of the Chassidim began to drink
a full cup of Mashke. Seeing this, the
Rebbe asked: “Is this the Olas Nedova?”
The Chassidim answered in the affirma-
tive. Meanwhile, Rabbi Kazarnovsky ap-
proached the Rebbe and said: “It says
about Purim ‘Kol Haposhet Yad Nosnim
Lo’ (anyone which asks - give him)”. The
Rebbe asked: “So what should I do with
you?” The Chossid remained silent. The

Rebbe then blessed him with “Arichas
Yomim V’shonim Tovos” (a long and good
life) and gave him L’chaim and Mezonos.
Looking back at the Olas Nedova, the
Rebbe then asked: “Can he make a Kulla?”
and the Chossid indeed did so.

The atmosphere in 770 rose and all of
the Chassidim started singing the Nigun
“Ivadye mi” with great joy. The Rebbe vig-
orously encouraged the singing for a long
time, at first only by clapping his hands,
and later also by waving both hands dy-
namically for a very long time. After they
finished singing, the Rebbe said, “Since on
Purim the Jews accepted the Torah again,
we must sing a Simchas Torah Nigun.”
The Chassidim thus sang the Rebbes fa-
ther’s Nigun.

5745

During the Farbrengen, the Rebbe
said: “The reason that we usually start
Farbrengens at 9:30 p.m. is so not to dis-
turb the Seder HaYeshiva. On Purim how-
ever, this reason does not apply since
there is no Seder anyway. If so, we should




Also present at the Farbrengen, was
an elderly Chassid from Bukhara, R’ Refoel
Chodaitov, and the Rebbe asked him to
sing the song “Atem Shalom”. He began to
sing alone, while the Chassidim joined
him for the chorus. After he finished, the
Chassidim continued to sing the chorus
over and over, while the Rebbe encour-
aged the singing very much.

At the end of the Farbrengen the
Chassidim sang “Hup Kozzak”. When they
reached the fast stanza, the Rebbe sud-
denly tightened his gartel, looked to both
sides, stood up, and began dancing in his
place with great fervor.

5736

During the Farbrengen the Rebbe
related a story that had taken place that
day in Eretz Yisroel: The Minhag Yisroel is
that when the chance arises to bring good
tidings and encouragement to another
Jew who can use it, especially those whose
job it is to guard Eretz Yisroel they grab
the opportunity immediately. Therefore
there was a request to bring Mishloach
Manos and lift the spirits of those Jews
who are privileged to guard Eretz Yisroel
(since they are in places where its neces-
sary to have a Jew standing with a gun, to
prevent people there from doing anything
bad), by explaining to the soldiers that “Lo
Yanum V’lo Yishan Shomer Yisroel” (“The
guardian of Israel does not slumber nor
sleep”), and therefore they shouldn’t be
afraid, and so on. I got a message that a
group of Shluchim had traveled to the
soldiers that are stationed in Shechem.

Seeing that recently it has been very
hectic in Shechem, the Shluchim were
accompanied by a driver and one or two
soldiers. When they were a short distance
away from Shechem, they encountered a
roadblock that the Arabs had built, to stop
Jewish people and soldiers from coming
into Shechem and its surroundings. They
soon realized that it was not only a block
of stones sticks and earth, but many Arabs
stood there as well. The driver did not
want to take the risk and responsibility
for the Shluchim who were bringing the
Mishloach Manos, especially since their
Shlichus could be done another time.

The Shluchim, however, told him sim-
ply, that since they were given a Shlichus
to give encouragement to other Jews, and
to enliven them with the joy of Purim,

they shouldn’t pay attention to the block
of stones, sticks, and earth, or even if
there are people there, too. Since they
were going to do a good thing, nothing
bad would happen. They convinced the
driver and the soldiers to go on further
and not to be afraid.

The driver went further, and broke
through the roadblock. The Arabs tried
throwing stones, and the soldier had to
fire a few shots in the air to scare them
off.

When they arrived at the army base,
they had a very lively Purim gathering.
They returned to Yerushalayim unharmed
and in good spirits, and now in Yerusha-
layim the Purim celebration is starting,
since in Yerushalayim Purim is celebrated
on the fifteenth of Adar.

In those years, not everyone put on
Rabbeinu Tam’s Tefilin at their Bar Mitz-
vah, rather people would ask the Rebbe in
Yechidus if they should start putting on
Rabbeinu Tam’s Tefilin, and the Rebbe
would usually answer in the affirmative.

During the Farbrengen that Purim,
the Rebbe said in a Sicha:

“Now is the time to answer and
instruct the pubic regarding the question
they had about Rabbeinu Tam’s Tefilin. It
is clear to me, that now is the time to start
putting on two pairs of Tefilin. So those
who have asked me in the past, or those
that want to ask me in the future — T'll
save them the trouble of asking. Those
who are going to start donning Rabeinu
Tam’s Tefilin, should obtain their own
pair, or make an arrangement to be able to
borrow someone else’s pair, since once
you start putting on Rabbeinu Tam’s Te-
filin you should put them on everyday
without fail.

5739

As soon as the Rebbe entered the Far-
brengen the Rebbe said: “Since it is Purim
we will not begin with speaking, but
rather with a Nigun”. The Chassidim sang
the Nigun of Noda B’yehuda and the
Rebbe encouraged their singing
mensely.

When the singing ended the Rebbe
said, “If we are concerned to sing a Nigun,
something which is not mentioned in Ha-
lacha, how much more so must we fulfill a
clear law, “Libsuma b’puria,” an obligation
which is fulfilled exclusively with wine. So

im-

we most definitely must say L'chaim on
wine, L’chaim, L’chaim!”

The Rebbe began to drink from his
cup, but the crowd did not respond by
saying L'chaim, so the Rebbe said “This is
a waste of the time!” and everybody
started to say L'chaim. Meanwhile, some
of those present started to sing the same
Nigun again, but the Rebbe interrupted
them and said, “Say L'chaim!”

A little while went by and then the
Rebbe said: “T suggest that someone who
knows English well should announce that
everyone should ‘hurry up’ and say
L’chaim a second time!” Another short
while passed, and the Rebbe said, “Nu,
announce. Announce hurry up, announce
hurry up!” A member of the crowd indeed
stood up and announced “hurry up,” and
everybody started to say L'chaim for the
second time.

When this concluded, the Rebbe said,
“Since with three times we have a
‘Chazaka,” we will say L'chaim for a third
time!” Everybody said L’chaim for the
third time, and when this finished, the
Rebbe continued: “All of the above was
only enough for the joy of Yom Tov,
‘Moedim Leshmcha.’ But on a day like
Purim there must be a immeasurable joy
of ‘Ad dlo yada,’ and as Alter Rebbe
stresses, that this joy is a far greater then
that of Yom Tov, therefore we definitely
have to say L'chaim for a fourth time, and
after that we will continue; ‘Vichol hamar-
beh harei zeh mishubach, V’hamaaseh hu
ha'ikar” Now we must stop elaborating
and reasoning about this, but actually
start some ‘Maaseh b’poel,” L’chaim!”

After all of this, the Rebbe his father’s
Nigun with extraordinary joy, and every-
body joined along, while the Rebbe
cheered on the singing incredible.

During the Farbrengen, the Rebbe
asked the newly arrived teenaged immi-
grants who had come from Iran to begin
one of their Sefardishe songs. They began
a song to the words of “Yigdal Elokim”,
containing the thirteen principals of faith.

At the end of the Farbrengen, the
Rebbe distributed bottles of Mashke to
anyone who said that they would make a
Farbrengen before Pesach.

5741

This year Purim fell out on a Friday.
The Rebbe davened Mincha at 3:15 with



the Chassidim were going out of their
minds, due to the great revelations.

Afterwards, the Rebbe took his siddur
to say Brocha Acharona. The Rebbe exited
the room, as a path was cleared, as the
Chassidim sang “Ki Vesimcha Setzeiu”, as
they looked on. The Farbrengen ended at
3:15, with everyone’s spirits high, the
singing and dancing carried on for a long
time after.

Later, as the Rebbe left his room, he
saw one of the Bochurim with a bottle of
Mashke in his hand. The Rebbe took the
bottle from him and began pouring
L’chaim. Again, people began streaming
towards the Rebbe. It was announced in
the Beis Medrash below that the Rebbe
was again giving out L'chaim again. The
pushing began all over again. The Rebbe
commented, “A little more (of the push-
ing), and it'll be like downstairs.”

To one bochur, the Rebbe said, “You
already received L'chaim”. He answered
that his cup had a hole in it and the
Mashke had spilled out. The Rebbe then
answered, “So what good would it be (to
receive a second time), if the “cup” has a
hole in it.” (The Rebbe used the English
term “cup” which also means in Yiddish
“head”.) Afterwards the Rebbe continued
on to his car, and there too, the Rebbe
gave out L'chaim.

The Rebbe asked a few times that
order be maintained, but to no avail. The
Rebbe went home at 4:30, in the car of R’
Mordechai Rivkin, for the car of Rabbi
Krinsky was not in condition to drive; its
roof caved in due to the pushing against
and upon it while L’chaim was trying to be
obtained. Rabbi Krinsky drove, and the
owner of the car traveled along, too. The
chassidim sang “Ki Vesimcha” as the car
drove off.

At that time, about thirty Bochurim
had gathered near the Rebbe’s house on
President Street wanting to receive
L'chaim. When the Rebbe neared his
house, the Bochurim began singing. There
were those who were trying to quiet them,
not wanting to make noise outside the
Rebbe’s house. But the Rebbe, however,
encouraged the singing with his holy
hands. The Rebbe took a bottle of Mashke
from R’ P., who had received it from the
Rebbe at the Farbrengen to be distributed
half here and half in Toronto. R” H. G.
blessed the Rebbe that he should be
healthy, and the Rebbe answered, “The
same to you and all present.” As the Rebbe

was finishing to pour the L'chaims he ex-
claimed, “Why is there pushing now?
There is only a small crowd here! No one
should take seconds, since it will not help
atall”.

When the Rebbe began heading up
the steps, R’ P. said to the Rebbe, “Next
year again!” But the Rebbe did not re-
spond, continuing up the steps. But he
persisted, repeating his request to the
Rebbe. The Rebbe then answered, “With
an addition.”

When the Rebbe reached the doors of
his house, he began singing “Nyet Nyet
Nikava”, motioning to the Chassidim to
sing along. The Rebbe then opened the
door, but quickly retracted, and turned
again to the Chassidim, encouraging them
to increase in their singing, and the Rebbe
himself began dancing in his place. The
Rebbe then declared “A Freilichen Purim,
a Freilichen Shushan Purim.”

The next morning, when the Rebbe
left his room to the Shul for Krias HaTo-
rah, one of the Bochurim approached the
Rebbe and said that he had not yet re-
ceived a L’chaim. The Rebbe answered him
that there’s no place for this before daven-
ing, and told him to come back after Krias
HaTorah. After Krias HaTorah, the Rebbe
entered his room and came out with a
bottle of Mashke and poured a L’chaim for
him.

After mincha, many of Anash and
Bochurim who had not yet received
L'chaim asked the Rebbe for L'chaim. The
Rebbe answered, “Spread out your hand
gezunterheit. Purim has already passed,
and we don’t recite any more Al Hanisim.”

At night during yechidus, the Rebbe
said to one individual, “Don’t hold it
against me, that I didn’t give you L’chaim
during the day. I was just afraid that the
Shul would be destroyed!”

One person wrote into the Rebbe that
he had not received L'chaim. The Rebbe
answered him that he should learn Torah
with great diligence, as Torah learning
overrides all.

5731

The Rebbe entered the Farbrengen a
few minutes late. The Rebbe began by
explaining that this is B’'Hashgocha Protis,

since in the meantime he was able to get a
report that the Shluchim who had went to
the army bases in Suez had come back
home. While the Rebbe elaborated on this
story, as well as when speaking about the
soldiers who protect Eretz Yisroel, he
cried very much.

|Later, the Chassidim found out that
a few bochurim had gone from Kfar Cha-
bad to the Suez Desert to bring the Purim
Mitzvos to the IDF soldiers there. Since
they realized that they wouldn’t get back
in time to hear the hook-up of the Rebbe’s
Farbrengen, they arranged their own
hook-up right where they were. As it
turned out, the Rebbe had waited to begin
the Farbrengen until their arrangements
were complete.]

5732

This year was the Rebbe’s 70® year.
During the Farbrengen the Rebbe said
that truthfully, it does not make sense to
give a suggestion as to what someone
wants for a present. Still, since the inten-
tion of the givers is to cause pleasure to
the one who they're giving it, it would be
better that they know what he wants from
them. The Rebbe continued that in our
case, anyone who wants to give a present
for his 70th birthday should know that
the best idea would be to increase in
learning Torah.

Towards the end of the Farbrengen,
the Rebbe said: “If I remember correctly, it
is the custom of Chassidim to sing “Hup
Kozzak”. The Chassidim sang the Nigun.

5733

Present at the Farbrengen were a few
famous authors and journalists, among
them was someone who brought up as a
Frum Yid and later assimilated, and was
now writing books against religion. In the
middle of the Farbrengen the Rebbe dedi-
cated two Sichos explaining that if
Hashem gives someone a talent and posi-
tion, he must use them out to spread G-
dliness and Judaism. If he wishes to ex-
cuse himself with the fact that he was
never taught about Judaism before, or
that he was but drifted away from it, he
should know that this is not true. Every
Jew is eternally and essentially connected
with Judaism. The Rebbe continued elabo-
rating on this concept for a long time.



begin to call himself by his Jewish name,
Shalom, instead of Sidney, and the next
year he indeed had a child!

Throughout the Farbrengen, the
Rebbe drank immense amounts of
Mashke; full cups of Benedictine. During
the sichos, the Rebbe tended to stop while
speaking, and we discerned that the Rebbe
was, as if to say, attempting to catch his
breath. We would then sing a niggun as
we waited, and afterwards, the Rebbe
would continue. Throughout the later
hours of the Farbrengen, the Rebbe did
not look up while saying the sichos, but
held the microphone while leaning over.
We were able to see that it was very hard
for the Rebbe to speak, due to the
L’chaims. Nevertheless, the Rebbe contin-
ued to say the sichos, repeating words
that were not articulated clearly.

When the Rebbe left the hall at the
end of the Farbrengen, close to daybreak,
all the chairs and tables were broken.

This Farbrengen was on a Thursday
night. On Shabbos, Rabbi Hadakov called
upon R’ Yoel Kahn and R’ Avroham Shem-
tov, who would memorize the sichos dur-
ing the Farbrengens, and told them that
the Rebbe wants to see them. When they
went into the Rebbe’s room, the Rebbe
told them that he only remembers the
first two sichos and the Maamor that fol-
lowed, but from that point and onward,
he wanted them to relate. They felt very
uncomfortable, but they said over every-
thing they knew.

There was a rule in the earlier years of
the Rebbe’s Nesiyus that no one was al-
lowed to record the Farbrengens, and
there was a special committee making
sure that this rule was obeyed. bochurim
who wished to record the Rebbe’s Far-
brengens would have to hide their gadgets
extremely well. During the Succos Far-
brengens, some would hide the recorders
in the sechach of the Sukka, but here in
the hall it was extremely difficult to hide.

I had just arrived as a bochur in 770
from Eretz Yisroel and was informed
about this rule, but I still wanted to record
the Farbrengen, so I searched through all
the stores looking for a recorder which
would be just the right size for this situa-
tion. Usually, a recorder of that size would
sell for five hundred dollars, a big fortune
in those days, but I found one on sale for
only one hundred. Before this Farbrengen,

I placed it above my belt and had the wire
of the small microphone attached to it
going up my sweater. I then found a space
close up to the front of the hall near the
Rebbe’s place. After each period of forty-
five minutes I had to leave the hall to
change the tape, since the tapes would
only record for that amount of time. Even
after all of that, the tapes did not turn out
to be all that clear, but it was better then
nothing. I succeeded in recording the en-
tire Farbrengen from start to finish, with-
out being caught by any members of the
committee.

When I heard that the Rebbe wanted
to know about what had happened at the
Farbrengen, I could not keep quiet. I con-
tacted my cousin, R’ Yoel, for I knew he
would not inform on me, and I told him to
come to my dormitory room to listen to
the entire Farbrengen on tape.

5725

This year the Rebbe was in Aveilus for
his mother. The Rebbe started off the Far-
brengen with a siyum, explaining that this
was because of his own personal situation.

5726

After midday, the Rebbe handed
twelve bottles of Mashke to the organizers
to be distributed at the Farbrengen.

At 8:30 p.m., the Rebbe arrived at the
Farbrengen. The Rebbe asked many peo-
ple to fulfill “Ad Delo Yada” literally. The
Rebbe then gave some L’chaim and cake to
R’ Zalmen Duchman, who took upon him-
self this undertaking. R’ L. M. approached
the Rebbe and asked for a L'chaim. The
Rebbe answered him that he will receive
only on condition that he learn in the
coming year the entire Likutei Torah and
Torah Or coinciding with the weekly Par-
sha. When the person began hesitating,
the Rebbe told him this is not transaction
either yes or no. When he finally agreed,
the Rebbe then told him, “A full cup, for a
full learning.”

The Rebbe asked Rabbi S. Y. Zevin’s
grandson to come over and say L'chaim
for his Zeide. When he brought a small
cup, the Rebbe told him to use a larger one
and that he should drink the entire cup.
The Rebbe then told him that he should
not mix his own L'chaim with that of his
Zeide’s, therefore he should take a second

L’chaim for his Zeide. The Rebbe then
gave him a second L'chaim along with
some cake, saying, “Your Zeide would
make Kiddush on 95% alcohol, and he did
not need cake along with it”.

At around 2:00 a.m., the Rebbe said,
“We are now heading towards the end of
the Farbrengen, and there must be “Ad
Delo Yada”. But, so far, I don’t see anyone
present who has reached this stage. There-
fore, one person should take upon himself
to be Motzi everyone with his drinking.

At the conclusion of the Farbrengen,
the Rebbe opened his siddur and said,
“There will most probably be a Farbrengen
tomorrow as well.” The Rebbe then gave R’
Dovid Raskin the left-over cake and
Mashke, along with a big cake that he had
received as Mishloach Manos to be used at
the next day’s Farbrengen. But the Rebbe
still remained for another half hour speak-
ing.

Suddenly, the Rebbe announced that
all the bottles in the room should be emp-
tied. “I don’t mean spilling out the con-
tents, for that would be ‘Baal Tashchis’,
and especially in the year of shemita when
we must eat and not waste”. Understanda-
bly, the Rebbe himself began pouring
L’chaim for many people. Afterwards, the
Rebbe again said that all should be emp-
tied. Immediately a great uproar was cre-
ated, and everyone began seizing every
bottle in sight, finishing all remnants in
the bottle, leaving no trace. The Rebbe
then asked if everything was emptied out;
this caused a greater uproar amongst the
chassidim to make sure all bottles are
empty.

All of a sudden, the Rebbe declared,
“Whoever extends out his hand, will be
given,” (Kol haposhet yad nosnin lo), -
meaning the Rebbe will give L'chaim to
anyone who desired. This was very un-
usual, something never done; usually the
Rebbe would pour L’chaim for a few indi-
viduals.

Understandably, hundreds began to
run towards the Rebbe to receive a
L’chaim. The place was on wheels! The
Rebbe poured L’chaim and happily wished
each one “L’chaim V’levracha”. There was
a lot of pushing, and the Rebbe said, “I
already said not all at once.” The Rebbe
said that everyone should get in line mak-
ing an orderly fashion, but to no avail. The
pushing and the uproar only increased,



During the Farbrengen, the Rebbe
mentioned that the test of being rich is a
very hard one to withstand. The Rebbe
stopped for a moment, smiled and said:
“Even so, I wish every Yid would have
riches and would have to labor for hours

to withstand the test”. The Rebbe con-
cluded, “In America everything is decided
by a show of hands. Therefore, anyone
who is ready to accept upon themselves
the test of being rich, and won’t be both-
ered by the fact that they’ll have to toil
immensely to withstand it, should whole-
heartedly raise his right hand!”

Only three people raised their hands.
(All of them were blessed with great riches
indeed.) When the Rebbe saw that so few
people had taken the matter seriously, the
Rebbe said in a sad tone of voice: “Later
you will come with complaints that things
aren’t going well, and now that you have
the chance to fix things up you act out
your ‘Chabad’ske Shtusim’. I don’t under-
stand, now you have an opportune time,
your wife is far away, but you can’t pick up
your hand because it’s below your dignity.
What more can I do?!”

Later on during the Farbrengen, the
Rebbe spoke about Hiskashrus. Hearing
this, one of the Chassidim, a Shliach of the
Frierdiker Rebbe, began to cry, and the
Rebbe told him: “You are a soldier of the

Rebbe. He will definitely take care of your
problems. You have no need to worry.”

5716

The Farbrengen was held in the big
hall at 824 Nostrand Avenue on the cor-
ner of Eastern Pkwy.

The Farbrengen lasted for many
hours, and all the while the Rebbe de-
manded of many of those present to say
L’chaim, and particularly on full cups. In
the middle of the night, the owner of the
hall appeared. The Rebbe said, “Give him a
cup of Mashke so he’ll keep quiet; tell him
it’s a cocktail!”

Towards the end of the Farbrengen,
the Rebbe began to sing “Vehi Sheamda”
out loud. When no one joined in the sing-
ing, the Rebbe asked: “Are you giving me a
test in Chazzonus?”

When the Farbrengen ended during
the early hours of the morning, the Rebbe
asked if anyone knew the earliest time
that one can say Krias Shema.

5718

Rabbi Boruch Solom Kahan, then a
Bochur studying in 770, relates his recol-
lections of the famous Purim Farbrengen
of 5718:

The Farbrengen was held in a rented
hall on Albany Ave. Its seemed by this
Purim Farbrengen of 5718 that the Rebbe
devoted the entire Farbrengen to speak on
a somewhat personal level. From the be-
ginning, the Rebbe spoke to us directly,
straight to the point. During the Farbren-
gen, the Rebbe related about R’ Chonye
Marazow who would say that when he
says a bit of L'chaim, he can speak his
mind, for no one will hold him responsible
for his words. As it seemed, the Rebbe was
most probably referring to the way he was
addressing us at this Farbrengen.

In the first Sicha, the Rebbe spoke
about “Ad D’lo Yoda” and concluded that
we should all say L’chaim.

During the second Sicha the Rebbe
spoke about Davening. The Rebbe related
a story of a Yid who didn’t even know the
simple meaning of the words of Davening;
however, he would daven with intense
concentration for many hours each day.
When the Chassidim recognized this, they
asked this Yid as to what he has been
meditating upon with such great devo-
tion. He answered that he has no great
meditations, he just keeps in mind a
“Vort” that he once heard from the Alter
Rebbe on the verse “Shamor ve'zacor
be’dibur echad”, explaining it to mean
that in every word you say you must be
sure to “Shamor Ve'zachor” - to safeguard,
the “Echad” - the unification of Hashem.

Throughout the Farbrengen, the
Rebbe continuously spoke very strong
words extolling the Yeshivah of Tomchei
Temimim. The Rebbe turned to quite a
few people, singling them out by name
and demanding that they enroll their sons
in Tomchei Temimim. After the Rebbe
told one particular boy to go to Tomchei
Temimim, weather or not his father
agreed, we heard the child saying to his
father, “Tell the Rebbe I'm going”.

One open miracle which I recall from
that Farbrengen: one of the Chassidim
present, whom we knew as Sidney, asked
the Rebbe for a Brocha that he have a
child. The Rebbe told him that he should



“Regarding the time of the second Beis
Hamikdash it is said that the older people
who remembered the first Beis Hamik-
dash were crying. You, elder Chassidim,
who were by the Rebbe Rashab and by my
father-in-law, it is a shame on your part
that you are not crying. It is justifiable
that you didn’t cry after the Rebbe
Rashab’s passing, for then you had his
only son to take his place. But now?!...”
Many of the elder Chassidim ap-
proached the Rebbe and said that Chassi-
dim don’t want to hear such things; one of
them announced - “You're the Rebbe! It is
one continuous chain from the Alter
Rebbe”. He then asked the Rebbe for
Mashke saying that he wanted to receive
Mashke “from the Alter Rebbe!” The
Rebbe smiled and gave him Mashke.

The Rebbe then spoke about the
Chassidim’s Hiskashrus to him, saying: “It
seems that you have no other choice and I
have no other choice, but you should just
know that [ am only a middle-man...”

Amongst other things, the Rebbe
said: “After the passing of the Rebbe
Rashab, my father-in-law once said that
regarding his father he doesn’t say
“Nishmoso Eiden”, if its easier and better
to say “Nishmoso Bi” (in me). The Rebbe
finished and said: So to regarding my fa-
ther-in-law, I don’t say “Neshmoso Eiden”
rather “Nishmoso Bil”

The Rebbe then said: I want to bless
you all and myself, that the Brocha that
the (Frierdiker) Rebbe gave during the last
years of his life on this world, that this
should be the last Purim in Golus - should
be fulfilled on this Purim!

The Rebbe then concluded by saying:
“And the Rebbe Shlita should lead us to-
ward Moshiach!” R’ Yisroel Jacobson, who
was standing near the Rebbe, pointed to
the Rebbe and said “Der Rebbe Shlita!”

5712

This was one of the only years that
the Rebbe washed for a Purim Farbrengen
on a weekday. After the Farbrengen, the
Rebbe Bentched on a Kos and distributed
Kos Shel Brocha.

5713

The Farbrengen was held in the court-
yard. At 9:00p.m, the Rebbe entered and

asked if there is a minyan present who
had washed their hands. The Rebbe then
went to wash his own hands. The Rebbe
instructed everyone to sing and then re-
cited the Maamor “Vayehi Om’ein” which
lasted about a half-hour.

The Rebbe motioned to many of
those present to say L'chaim in big cups,
and to a few, the Rebbe himself poured
L'chaim. The Rebbe instructed the bo-
churim to sing a lively nigun, saying,
“Show me what you can do.” During the
nigun, a few elder Chassidim approached
the Rebbe and said, “Since it is known that
Purim is a propitious day for the downfall
of our enemies, and now our brethren are
suffering behind the Iron Curtain at the
hands of the Russian government, we re-
quest a blessing on their behalf.”

Concerning fulfilling the obligation of
“Ad Delo Yada” on Purim through sleep-
ing, the Rebbe said, “Here in America the
custom is to raise your hand. Therefore,
those who want to go to sleep should raise
their left hand. And those who wish to
stay and rejoice should raise their right
hand. Do you think it’s a joke? It’s a clear
Halacha that it is sufficient to sleep to
fulfill your obligation on Purim.”

The Rebbe told a certain individual to
drink a full cup, since the vessels in the
Beis Hamikdash are sanctified specifically
when full. To another Chossid the Rebbe
said that he will be rich and he should give
half of his wealth towards “Kupas Rabe-
inu”. To R’ Pinchas Levitin the Rebbe said,
“Say L'chaim as the custom of Paris”. The
Rebbe then instructed everyone to sing
“Ani Maamin”.

At around 4:00 a.m., the Rebbe sud-
denly leaned on his hands for few mo-
ments. It was apparent on the Rebbe’s
face intensity and seriousness, the likes of
which were only seen before the Rebbe
would recite a Maamor. Suddenly, the
Rebbe began speaking about a foreign
topic which had no connection with the
Farbrengen.

This is what the Rebbe said (not word
for word): After the Czar of Russia was
overthrown many years ago, an election
was held for the next ruler. The Rebbe
Rashab then, instructed all his Chassidim
to take part in the votes. One of the Chas-
sidim was detached from this world
(Mufshat) and was not aware of the occur-
rences in the country. However, since he
had received specific instruction from the
Rebbe Rashab to go and vote, he fulfilled

the Shlichus with Ahava and Yirah, the
way he would fulfill any other Shlichus.
First he went to immerse in the Mikva. He
then put on his gartel and proceeded to-
wards the voting booths. When he arrived,
he did not know how to proceed, he didn’t
know how to vote, whom he should vote
for etc. But soon help arrived, other Chas-
sidim who had also made their way to the
voting booths, showed him exactly what
to do. After the voting, the Chossid heard
the crowds cheer hooray! The Chossid,
thinking the crowd was actually shouting
hu-ra, Hebrew for, he is bad, followed obe-
diently along, “Hu-ra, hu-ra,” he shouted.

The Rebbe said these words, “hu-ra”,
with great concentration. The Rebbe
pressed his holy hands together and then
began swinging them to the right, middle
then left, as the Rebbe shouted these
words. (There are some versions which
testify that all the Chassidim shouted “hu-
ra” out loud along with the Rebbe.)

]A few days later, on the 17th of Adar,
it was made public that on Purim - at the
time of the Farbrengen- the leader of Rus-
sia, Stalin, became very sick. The next day,
the true news was let out - Stalin died (on
Purim). The infamous “Doctors Plot”,
which began on the 26th Teves of that
year, was now dismissed. Many Jews were
let out of Russia, and the life of the Jews
living in Russia improved somewhat.]

Immediately after relating this epi-
sode, the Rebbe began to recite an addi-
tional maamor “Al kein kar'uh layamim
ha’eleh Purim” (take notice, this was one
of the rear times when the Rebbe recited
two maamorim during one Farbrengen),
the maamor lasted for about 12 minutes.

After birchas hamazon, the Rebbe
gave out Kos Shel Bracha. The Farbrengen
finished around 5:00 a.m.

5714

That year, Purim fell out on Friday.
The Rebbe’s Farbrengen took place on
Shabbos afternoon, Shushan Purim. The
Rebbe washed for a seudah and bentched
on a Kos, and after Maariv and Havdalah,
he distributed Kos Shel Brocho to all pre-
sent.

S715

The Farbrengen was held in the big
hall of 824 Nostrand Avenue, corner of
Eastern Parkway.



level” that will bring about more joy. The
Rebbe would then continue with a very
geshmake p’shat in any area of the Torah.

Towards the end of the Farbrengen,
the Rebbe made an appeal for donations.
The Rebbe explained that this was a re-
newal of a custom always done by the
Rebbe Rashab, who would use the money
for whichever causes he saw fit. The Rebbe
added that in order to give it an additional
thrust, anyone who wished to donate
should write his name on a piece of paper,
along with the amount of money that he
planned to give, and pass it up to the
Rebbe, to be brought to the Ohel. The
Rebbe always made clear that the dona-
tion must be given happily, and with glad-
ness of the heart.

In 5729, the Rebbe said that a special
“Tikun Teshuva” would be that anyone
who had already made up his mind as to
how much money he would give towards
the appeal should think again and add
more to that amount.

Generally, the Rebbe did not say
where the money was going. In 5745, the
Rebbe mentioned that the money would

go to support people who learn Torah
Lishmo.

Towards the end of the Farbrengen,
the Rebbe reminded everyone to start
preparing for Pesach by learning the Hala-
chos of Pesach, and by donating money to
Ma’os Chitim. In some instances, when
the Rebbe did not mention anything
about it on Purim (either because Purim
was on a Friday and there was no Farbren-
gen, or for any other reason), the Rebbe
later expressed his disappointment that
the Chassidim didn’t get involved in it on
their own.

In the later years, the Rebbe ended
the Farbrengen by distributing dollars for
Tzedakah to all present, through the
“Tankistim”.

THE DAYS
THAT FOLLOW
PURIM

The Rebbe explained on a number of
occasions, that although the Mitzvos of
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When the Rebbe began the Maamor,
after saying the Dibur Hamaschil the
Rebbe stopped and cried for a bit, and
then started from the beginning again,
and continued on with the rest of the
Maamor.
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The Farbrengen lasted for about
seven and a half hours (from about
9:00p.m. until 4:30a.m.). During the Far-
brengen the Rebbe said a lot of L'chaim,
and also instructed the participants to say
L’chaim many times. When small cups
where distributed for saying L’chaim, the
Rebbe instructed to bring larger cups, and
said (with a smile): “With regard to

Mishloach Manos
Li’'evyonim don’t apply any longer once
the day of Purim has passed, the Mitzvah
of “Mishteh Visimcha” must continue on
Shushan Purim as well.

and Matanos

In 5730, the Rebbe said that one can
make up for the obligation of “Ad D’lo
Yoda” on the Shabbos after Purim as well.
The Rebbe therefore asked that a few peo-
ple from the crowd be Motzi everyone in
this task (while emphasizing that they
should not be Bochurim).

On the Shabbos after Purim in 5745
as well, the Rebbe said that it is possible
to fulfill the obligation of “Ad Di'lo Yoda”
now as well, in a double manner
(“Koflayim Litoshiya”).

In addition, the Rebbe explained that
“Mivtza Purim” applies on Shushan Purim
and the following days as well, by being
sure that the acceptance of the Torah that
took place on Purim becomes practical in
our day-to-day lives.
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Tzedokah there is an advantage in giving a
small amount many times, ‘bislach vayz’,
but regarding Mashke there is no need to
give little by little...”

Towards the end of the Farbrengen,
throughout which the Rebbe had a lot of
Mashke, the Rebbe said: We must all
change for the better, each person at his
own level. We have to go out of our limita-
tions “un veren an-anderer”.

The Rebbe asked the Chassidim to
sing “Kol Bayaar”, relating that after the
famous Purim Farbrengen of 5687, which
led to the Frierdiker Rebbe’s arrest, R’
Yaakov Zuravicher sat down on the floor
and sang this Nigun.

The Rebbe suddenly began to speak
about himself and about his acceptance of
the Nesius. The Rebbe began to cry, “Who
am I and what am I? I don’t know why you
were connected to me or why I was con-
nected to you, or why life is made difficult
for me or for you.” The Rebbe turned to
one of the older Chassidim and said:



The Rebbe added that all of this must
be done with great joy, and with the great-
est “Shturem”. The Rebbe always showed
great appreciation to the Shluchim who
took part in this Mivtza, and often spoke
about the great merit involved. On Purim,
5734, after Shacharis, the Rebbe gave R’
Dovid Raskin a stack of dollar bills to be
distributed to all those who took part in
Mivtza Purim. In 5733 during the Far-
brengen, the Rebbe asked the Chassidim
to say L’chaim for the Shluchim who went
to the army bases in Israel. The Rebbe
added that doing so would “shorten” the
distance separating us from them, al-
though they are far away physically.

THE PURIM
SEUDAH

The Rebbe ate the Purim Seudah in
his home, (and after the Rebbetzin’s pass-
ing, in his room in 770) by himself and
not in the presence of the Chassidim.

PURIM
FARBRENGEN

Before the Purim Farbrengen, as was
done before all major Farbrengens that
took place during the week, the Rebbe
went upstairs to the Frierdiker Rebbe’s

apartment with a few of the elder Chassi-
dim and some of the Bochurim where
there would be some Mezonos and
L’chaim. They would sing a few Niggunim
and speak for about a half an hour, after
which the Rebbe would go to his room for
a few minutes, and then come into the
Shul for the Farbrengen. This practice
continued until the passing of Rebbetzin
Nechama Dina in Teves, 5731.

Between the years 5715 - 5720, the
Rebbe Farbrenged on Purim (as well as on
all of the other weekdays that had major
Farbrengens) in one of the various halls in
Crown Heights, as the Shul at 770 was not
big enough to host the large crowds that
would come.

Until 5738, the Farbrengens started
between 8:30 — 9:00 in the evening, and
from that year and on, the Farbrengens
always started at 9:30. During the Far-
brengen, the Rebbe was usually in a very
high spirit, something that was always
very evident through the content and spe-
cial style of the Sichos. The Rebbe always
encouraged the singing of the crowd very
strongly and often stood up to dance in
his place.

The Rebbe usually said a Maamor as
well. In 5713 and 5717, the Rebbe said
two Maamorim

Between the years 5730 — 5745, the
Rebbe usually spoke very sharply about

the terrible decree of “Mihu Yehudi” in
Israel.

The last Purim Farbrengen, as of now,
was in 5747.

There were many Niggunim which
were sung very often at the Purim Far-
brengens. Some of them were sung be-
cause of the Chabad custom, and some
just because they are very happy-
Purimdike Niggunim. The Niggunim that
are Chabad custom include, the Alter
Rebbe’s Nigum (Arba Bavos) and Hup
Cozzak. At times, the Rebbe related the
story of the Chossid R Yaakov
Zuravitcher on Purim 5687 when after the
Farbrengen (which consequently led to
the Frierdiker Rebbe’s arrest), he sat down
on the floor and sang the Nigun of “Kol
Ba'yaar”. The Rebbe would then request
that the Chassidim sing this Nigun.

The Niggunim that were sung very
often by the Chassidim were, Vayehi Bi-
mei Achashveirosh (usually without the
words), Napoleon’s March, V’somachta
B’chagecha, the Rebbe’s father’s Hakofos
Nigun, Ivadyemi (usually without any
words, sometimes the words “We want
Moshiach now” were added), Nodah Biye-
hudah (without words), and many more.

It is interesting to note, that in 5718
the Chassidim sang the very slow
Yechidus Nigun of R’ Shlomo Chashniker
in between the Sichos. The Rebbe com-
mented, “Ta’anis Esther was on Erev Pu-
rim, and that was a Nigun connected with
Ta’anis Esther. Now it’s time to sing a
Purim Nigun”. The Chassidim then sang
thr tune of Nodah Biyehudah with great
enthusiasm.

Generally, the Rebbe asked one of the
people in the crowd to fulfill the obliga-
tion of Ad Dlo Yoda for everyone, and
specified that this should not be done
through one of the Bochurim. The Rebbe
once wrote to someone that obviously he
did not mean to literally be “Motzi” every-
one halachically, for it is a personal obliga-
tion upon each individual.

During the Sichos, the Rebbe would
often mention the custom of saying
“Purim Torah”. The Rebbe explained that
the meaning of this term is not to be asso-
ciated with a joke at all. There is no such
thing as joking with Torah; joking and
Torah are two opposites. Through Torah
one connects with Hashem, and through
joking one causes quite the contrary!
Rather “Purim Torah” means a part of
Torah that is studied on more of a “face



These were sent from the Rebbe’s room
with one of the Mazkirim, usually ten to
twenty minutes after Shacharis. The
Mishloach Manos generally contained a
bottle of Mashke and Hamantashen, and
in the later years, some fruit were added
as well.

Rabbi Klein then brought in the Mish-
loach Manos that others had sent to the
Rebbe. In addition, many people brought
Mishloach Manos to the Rebbe’s home on
President Street, where the Rebbetzin or
the “Meshamshim Bakodesh” would re-
ceive them.

The Rebbe would not eat from the
Mishloach Manos sent to him. Much of
them were given to the Bochurim in 770,
the yungerleit in Kollel, or the students at
Beis Rivkah, either on Purim itself, or a
few days later. In one instance, however,
the Rebbe did eat Mishloach Manos which
came from a Bochur. During one of the
later years, M.D. thought to himself of a
way to prepare appropriate Mishloach
Manos for the Rebbe. He knew that the
Rebbe usually did not eat the Mishloach
Manos that was sent to him, so he came
up with an idea. He inquired as to exactly
which sort of milk and cake the Rebbe ate
every morning, and on the morning of
Purim, he had them delivered to the
Rebbe. In fact, this Bochur merited that
the Rebbe ate the Mishloach Manos that
he sent!

The Rebbe also sent Mishloach Manos
to a number of Chassidishe Rebbes in and
around New York with R’ Berel Junik and
R’ Alenik. The bag contained a bottle of
Benedictine and some fruit.

One year, the Rebbe sent Mishloach
Manos to the Amshinover Rebbe with R’
Moshe Groner, which contained, as al-
ways, a bottle of Benedictine. One of the
people present at the time brought up a
doubt as to whether this Mashke was one
hundred percent kosher or not. The Am-
shinover Rebbe immediately filled up a
glass with Mashke from the bottle and
drank it for all to see!

When the messengers would come
back from the Chassidisher Rebbes, the
Rebbe always asked for details of the Reb-
bes’ conduct that they observed there (for
instance: how did Rebbes wash their
hands, what type of hat did they wear, and
so on). The Rebbe always thanked them
greatly for their service and would often
bless them for what they did.

In addition, the Rebbe often sent
Mishloach Manos to distinguished guests
who were visiting New York, such as the
mayor of Yerushalayim, the mayor of
Dublin, and others. In 5726, President
Zalman Shazar was in New York from
Israel, and the Rebbe sent him Mishloach
Manos with Rabbi Klein.

In 5737, Purim fell out on a Friday.
During the day, the Rebbe gave Rabbi
Groner a bottle of wine and instructed
him to go downstairs to the big Shul and
give wine to anyone who wanted.
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In the Sichos during the days leading
up to Purim, the Rebbe often encouraged
parents that they educate their children to
send Mishloach Manos to their friends as
well.

MATONOS
LAEVYONIM

Every year on Purim, approximately
ten to twenty minutes after Shacharis,
Rabbi Mentlik and Rabbi Moshe P. Katz
came into the Rebbe’s room to receive a
check from the Rebbe towards “Kupas
Habochurim” (a fund that supports needy
bochurim of the Yeshiva) as well as dollar
bills and coins for needy families. The
Rebbe always asked them that they be
sure to have it distributed on the day of
Purim itself.

In many instances the Rebbe’s secre-
tary, Rabbi Rohdshtein came in to get
money for Matonos Loevyonim as well. R’
Moshe Groner also came in later in the
day to receive money for needy families in
the Lower East Side of Manhattan. Rabbi
Zev Katz always came in as well, and gave
the Rebbe a manuscript from one of the
previous Rabbeim and the Rebbe would
give him a check for Matonos Loevyonim.

Each year the Rebbe asked him how
much was given in the previous year and
added to it. The last year that the Rebbe
gave money for Matonos Loevyonim
(5751) R’ Moshe Groner realized that
there were several changes that year from

the way things were done in the past.
Among them was that the amounts given
were greater than in previous years.

At times the Rebbe would give money
to the poor people in 770 on his way out
from the Shul for Shacharis. One time, the
Rebbe walked out of his room and gave
money to some of the beggars who were
standing nearby.

MIVTZA PURIM

The Rebbe began to “Shturem” about
helping other Jews fulfill the Mitzvos of
Purim as early as the year 5714. As the
years went on, the Rebbe added more de-
tails and more explanations. In the 5730s,
the Rebbe placed a special emphasis on
bringing the joy of Purim to Jews in army
bases, hospitals, old age homes, and pris-
ons.



THE DAYS

PRIOR TO PURIM

During the Farbrengens which
took place on the Shabbos before Pu-
rim, Shabbos Zachor, the Rebbe al-
ways encouraged everyone to plan and
prepare for their own Purim, as well as
helping other Jews fulfill the mitzvos
of Purim; the Rebbe praised all those
who take part in the “Mivtza Purim”
very strongly.

In the days before Purim, the Rebbe
often held a Tzivos Hashem rally for the
children. During these gatherings, the
Rebbe especially asked that the children
sing the song of “Utzu Aitza”, which is
very much connected with Purim, as re-
lated in the Medrash.

The Rebbe also always sent out a tele-
gram to all of the Chassidim all over the
world, blessing them with a happy Purim
and requesting that they Farbreng over
the Yom Tov and spread the light and joy

of Purim. At times, the Rebbe also sent a
“Michtav Kloli” to all of the Jewish people.

On Shabbos Parshas Zachor , 5718,
the Rebbe appeared in the Zal upstairs at
8:00 in the morning and invited all the
bochurim and Chassidim who had come
on time to Chassidus into his room to
hear the Maamor “Zachor”. Everyone im-
mediately piled in and the door was then
locked for the duration of the Maamor.

On Ta’anis Esther the Rebbe always
said a Sicha following Mincha (as was cus-
tomary on all fast days beginning from
5738). During the Sicha, the Rebbe always
encouraged everyone to hasten up and
utilize the remaining hours until Purim to
finish all the necessary preparations, such
as learning the laws pertaining to Purim
and preparing all the requirements for
“Mivtza Purim”, and so on. In the later
years, the Rebbe concluded the Sicha by
distributing dollars for Tzedoka.

PURIM EVE

The Rebbe always wore a silk kapota
on Purim, as he did on Shabbos and Yom
Tov. After Maariv, the Rebbe stood up to
hear the Megillah and remained standing
throughout the entire reading. One could
notice that the Rebbe always said the Bra-
chos quietly along with the Baal Koreh.
During the reading, the Rebbe banged
lightly and briefly with his foot on the
ground every time that Haman’s name
was mentioned, and when it was men-
tioned together with a title, (e.g “Haman
hara, Haman Ha'agagi” etc.) he would
bang for a longer amount of time. The
Rebbe also pounded at the floor when the
names of Haman’s ten sons were men-
tioned as well.

The Rebbe showed much satisfaction
and often smiled broadly towards the chil-
dren who would drown out Haman’s name
with much noise, and often reprimanded
the adults who attempted to stop them.

In the year 5698 the Frierdiker Rebbe
spent Purim in Paris where the Rebbe read
the Megillah for him. The Rebbe later re-
lated in a letter that the Frierdiker Rebbe
showed a sign of approval when the Rebbe
repeated the words “bifneihem” and v’la-
harog”, as is customary.

PURIM DAY

Throughout all the vyears, the
Rebbe always davened Shacharis with
the minyan on Purim morning, even
during those years that the Rebbe nor-
mally davened privately on most other
days of the year.

MISHLOACH
MANOS

The Rebbe was always sure to send
Mishloach Manos to a Kohen, Levi, and
Yisroel. The Kohen to whom the Rebbe
sent was his secretary, Rabbi Eliyahu
Quint, the Levi was R’ Shmuel Levitin, and
the Yisroel was Rabbi Hodakov. After
Rabbi Quint passed away, the Rebbe sent
in his stead to the Sofer, Rabbi Matlin,
and after he passed away, the Rebbe sent
to Rabbi Mordechai Rivkin. After R
Shmuel Levitin passed away, the Rebbe
began to send to R’ Shmuel Dovid Raichik.
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